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NI Land Records of Your Ancestors s b

James Muhn
Audience Skill Level: All

James Muhn explains the basic provisions of the
Homestead Act and demonstrates how to research and
interpret homestead documents found in Record
Group 49, Records of the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) for family history research. Learn about how
relevant records such as tract books, public land entry
case files, patents and other associated documents can
be found and the information they can tell you.
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Presenter Biography

2019 Virtual
Genealogy Fair

James Muhn has researched, written and lectured on federal
land policy issues for 40 years. He worked for the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) for 20 years as its Land Law Historian. After
leaving the agency, he provided consulting and expert witness
services for another 20 years on Federal and Native American
land, water and natural resources policy matters. He has given
numerous lectures on Federal land policy and records to the
BLM, U.S. Department of Justice, state historical societies and
local history groups. He has also written on, and lectured about,
women and homesteading. Mr. Muhn is currently working on a
book about the administration of the Homestead Act and the
myriad issues Government officials had to grapple with.
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THE HOMESTEAD ACT
LAND RECORDS OF YOUR ANCESTORS

By James Muhn

National Archives and Records Administration
Virtual Genealogy Fair
October 2019
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ACQUISITION OF THE
PUBLIC DOMAIN

{\: ACQUISITIONS _Jy

“The richest free

gift that was ever

spread before

TERRITORY OF THE ORIGINAL THIRTEEN STATES
State cessions to the United Seates
North Carolina cession to the United Seates 1790

1 1 1 79 "“‘“"’“‘“‘“’“"’Tm» 1806 and 1846 OTHER .‘ ISITIONS BY THE UNITED ST.
civilized man B 5 e e ) e e 1] SR e s

. Basin of the Red River of the North

reary with Spain (cession of Florida and adjustment of claims)

TERRITORY OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS ey e .
(Annexation of Texas, 1845) - Compeomioe. with Grest Bl 3846
United States purchase from Texas 1830 aiyay Cession from Mexico 1848

State of Texas (present area) 3 | Gadsden Purchase from Mexico 1853

— Frederick Jackson Turner

ALASKA
Purchased from Russia March 30, 1867

See Slide 53 for list of public land states J ames Muhn
NARA PRESENTATION
October 2019



THE “INCONGRUOUS LAND
SYSTEM™"



Sale of Public Lands
o Military Bounties

o Grants to States

o Private Land Grants

o Road, Canal & Railroad Grants
 Donation & Preemption Laws

Early lands policies sought to generate revenue, reward military
service, and promote settlement and development.

Railroad Land Grant Limits Map

James Muhn
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After passage of the Homestead Act in 1862, many of the previous public land laws continued to operate.
Congress also enacted additional land disposal laws. The consequence was an “Incongruous Land
System” with policies often in conflict with each other.

o Mineral Disposal Laws e T R
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e Timber and Stone Act

e Conservation Policies
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ADMINISTERING THE PUBLIC DOMAIN -
THE LAND DEPARTMENT

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

In 1849 Congress gave this new department
responsibility for administering public lands.

GENERAL LAND OFFICE

Created in 1812, this agency handled the
day-to-day business of disposing of and
otherwise managing the public domain.
Under it were district land offices with
registers and receivers whose duties
included taking applications and reviewing
land entries. Surveyors General directed the
survey of public lands. Special agents
investigated suspected fraud cases.

James Muhn
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THE HOMESTEAD ACT

History, Administration, and Records

James Muhn
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THE HOMESTEAD ACT OF 1862

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sges. IL Ca 75. 1862, 898
.

said land for the benefit of maid infunts, but for no other purpose ; and
the purchaser shall sequire the absolute fitle by the purchas, and be en-
titled to a patent from the United States, on payment of the office foes
and sum of maney herein specified. P

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That the register of the land office Rocord OF ap-
#hall note all such applicntions on the tract books and plats of his office, plicaiions i by
and keep a register of all such entries, and make retura thereof (o the M4de-

General Land Office, togetber with the proof upon which they have becn
founded.

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That no lands acquired under the  Sueh Jands not
provisions of this act shall in Aoy event become linble to the satisfac- to bn subject to
tion of any debt or debis eontracted prior to the iseuing of the patons POF debis
therefor.

Sgc. 8 And ba it furdlier enacted, That if, at any time afler the fling i,
of the afiduvi
the expiration

.
392 THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. Sess. I Cu. 75. 1862.

Repealofin-  SEC., 20. And Je €t firther emacted, That all nets and purts of acts
consiatent WS herotofore passed, which are inconsistent wih any of the provisions of
this act, are, for the purposes of this Act, hereby repenled, so far s the
same are inconsistent herewith.

APrROvED, May 17, 1862.

May 20, 1803, Cmar. LXXV. — dn Act to secure Homasteads to actual Settlers on the Puldic Domain,

Lo it enacted by the Senate and Houss of Representatives of the United

ne $States of America in Congress assembled, Thut any person who is the

may entec certain biead of a family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one yenrs, and
quantitios of cor- jg zen of the United States, or who shall have filed bLis declaration
tention to become such, as required by the nuturalization lnws of the
United States, and who has never borne arms against the United States
Government or i rom and afte

. . en Irnd:
» s required in the second section of this act and before s entore 1
of the five years aforesaid, it shall be proven, after due M7 Eovern

en aid and comfort to ita encmies, shall

the first January, gighteen hundred and sixty-three, bo entitled 1o enter notice to the seitler, to_the’ satisfaction of the register of the lund office, ™"
ne quarter scetion or a less quantity of unapproprinted public lands, upsn that th person having fled such afdavit shall huve actaally changed b

o
which said person may have filed a preémption claim, or which &
the time the applicution is made, be subject to predmption at one dallar
and twenty-five ceats, or less, per nere; or eighty aeres or less of such
unappropriated lands, nt two dollars and fifty cents per acre, to be loeatod
in a body, in conformity to the legal subdivisions of the public Innds, and
after the same shull have been surveyed: Provided, That ANy Person own-
ing and residing on land may, under the provisions of this net, entor
other land lying contiguous to his or Ler said lund, which shall not, witl
the land so’already owned and occupied, exceed in the aggregite one
bundred and sixty acres.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the pevson applying for the
nefit of this act shall, upan application to the register of the lund office

or Lier residence, or abandoned the said land for more than ix months at
any time, then and in that event the land so entered shall iuvert 1o the
government.

SuC. 6. And be it further enacted, That no individual shall be
ted to acquire title to more than one quarter section under the provision
of this act; and that the Commissioner of the General Laml Offive
hereby required to prepare and issue such rules and regulutions, consis: 1y
tent with thig acy, us ghall be necessary and proper to carry its provisions ulat
inte effect ;" and that e registers and receivern of the several lnnd ofiass VB
shall be entitled to receive the same compensation for any hinds tnter
under the provisions of this act that they are new entitled fo reccive e whan te
when the same quantity of land is entered with money, one hall (o be P
paid by the person waking the application at thie time of so doing, and
the othier half on the issue of the certificate by the person to whom it
may be issued; but this shall not be constreed to w
compensation now prese
wided, That nolling contained i thix act shall be so caonstrued as 1o it
puir or interfere in any manner whatever with existing pregmption rights ;
And provided, further, That all persons who may have filed their upplica-
tions for a preémption right prior (o the passage of this net, shall be entitled
lo i privileges uf this uct: Provided, furcher, That no person who bas  ¢ormin minors
served, or may hereafter serve, for o period of not less than fourteen ma
daysin the ariny or vavy of-the Uuited States, cither regular or volun- Pivi
tecr, under the laws thereof, during the existencu of b., nctaal war, do-
mestie or foreign, shall bo deprived of the benefits of thi; act on necount
of not having attained the age of twenty-one years.

See. 7. dnd be it further enacted, That the Gfih séetion of the uct ¢n
titled « An act in addition to an act more effectunlly to provide for (h

Such persons
to mako a@idavit. 1,

in which he or she is about o make such entry, make affdavit before the

Sopients of af- said register or receiver that be or she is ile head of a family, or
Tdane twenty-one years or more of age, or shall have performed servics in the
“army or navy of the United States, and that he has never borne arms
ngainst the Government of the United States or given nid and comfort
to its enemies, and that such apbliention is made for his or her cxclusive
use and benefit, and that eaid entry is made for the purpose of netual set-
tlement and eultivation, and not either direetly or indircetly for the use ar
benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever; and upon filing (ho
‘suid affidavit with the register or receiver, and on payment of ten dollacs,
I or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter the quantity of lund spe.
Getiieates and cified : Prioided, however, That no certificate shall bo given or patent
Foveand s issued thereror until the expiration of five years from the date of such
what proof. entry ; and if, at tha expiraiion of such time, or at any time within twa
years thereafler, the person making such entcy; or. if he be dead, his

widow ; or in ease of her death,. his uoirs or deviseo; or in case of o

widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in ense of her death;

ng pre-
emption rights
wot hun paired.

Punishment for
fa

e swearing

try, he 5 i ¥ pusishment of certain crimes against the United States, and for other
shall prove by two credible witnesses ‘that be, she, or they have resided 1 s e res, A 2 il ¢
S nnarro tredibls wilasssd thar L e et e bealdol P Purposes” approved who third of March, in the year eighteen handred a7, e 116, 4 o
il

and fifly-seven, shall extend to all
quired or authorized hy this act.
Se0. 8. And be it fierther enacted, That nothing in this act almll be s0
construed as (o prevent any person who has availed him or hersell' of (e
benefits of the first secuion of this act, from ing the minimwum priv
i the same may have graduuted, for the quantity
5o entered at any time before the expiration of the five yu and ol
ing u patent therefor from the government, ns in oilar Lrae providelt
liw, on making proof of setil ¢ and cultivation s provided by exi
+ing luws granting predmption rights.
‘Arrroven, May 20, 1802,

I voL, B, — 50

AMdavie. ceeding the time of filing the atldavit aforesaid, nnd shall muke nfiduvit affirmutions, and ulfidnvits, re- Vol xi. 250

that no part of eaid land has been aliennted, and that he hns borne true
allegiance to the Government of the United Srates; then, in sueh case,
be, she, or they, if at that time n citizen of the United <, shall bu b
entitled to n patent. as in other casea provided for by luw : Aud provided, th
care ot onnty  further, That in case of the death of both fbar and mother. e ing un o
spplicant, &= infant child, or children, under twenty-oue years of age, tho right and
fee shall enure to the benefit of said iufint child or ehildren ; and the
ecuior, administrator, o= guardine may, at any time within (wo yeara nite
the deatif'of the surviving parcat, s in uceordunco with the luws of tho
State in which such children for the time being bave tLeir domw

ny
Fo

NARA Link to Homestead Act: https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=31
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HOMESTEAD HIGHLIGHTS

1862 - Homestead Act

. 1866 - Southern Homestead Act

. 1872 — Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Homestead Act
. Soldiers’ Additional Homestead Act

e 1875 — Indian Homestead Act (first)

FIETITT IS ITITITITIIEIS)|

|

(L el d Ll L L L L Ll r A

|

]
Ll T TITT T TSI ITISS
e I
TSI I TSI T IIITS)

N

e 1884 — Indian Homestead Act (second)

o 1889 — First of Oklahoma land rushes

727777777777
PIITITITIIITIIIIIS

& 7

. 1898 — Homestead allowed in Alaska

e 1902 — Reclamation (Irrigation) Act

e 1904 — Kinkaid Act (Nebraska only)
James Muhn
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HOMESTEAD HIGHLIGHTS

TOTAL FINAL HOMESTEAD ENTRIES

e 1906 — Forest Homestead Act . 1868 - 1961
ALABAMA
ALASKA
ARKANSAS
e 1909 — Enlarged Homestead Act CALIFORNIA
COLORADQ
[Only Arizona, Colorado, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, ECSSB‘A kg
Oregon, Utah and Washington. States added by later laws were :Eﬁ:’:‘%ls
California, Kansas, North Dakota and South Dakota. Idaho had :ga'l:NA
separate act in 1910.] KANSAS
LOUSIANA
MINESOTA
e 1912 — Three-Year Homestead Act E%fﬁé’f”
NEBRAQP‘?A
. NEW MEXICO
e 1916 — Stock-Raising Homestead Act NORTH CAKOTA
OKLAHOMA
gg&$gNDAKOTA
e 1934 — Taylor Grazing Act T
Stock-Raising Homestead Act repealed MMM
Public land classification executive order Mumber x 1000---0 10 20 30 40 S0 €0 70 80 85 100 1o 1o 150 1o o e
e 1976 — Federal Land Policy and Management Act
Homestead laws repealed, but allowed entries in ] Muh
: ames Muhn
Alaska until 1986
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MOTIVATIONS FOR HOMESTEADING

FARM OF THEIR OWN

BETTER ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES
ECONOMIC SECURITY

HELPING FAMILY
SPECULATION
FRAUD
ADVENTURE

James Muhn
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LIBERAL SPIRIT CONCEPT

The Homestead Act had a generous and benevolent
intent in offering 160 acres to settlers. Therefore, the
Land Department took the position that the law was
“entitled to a liberal construction in aid of the ends to
be attained.” At the same time, however, the Land
Department had a legal obligation to assure the law’s
“proper construction,” so as to “bestow the [public]
lands for homesteads according to the law and not
according to individual or corporate desires.”

INTERPRETING THE HOMESTEAD ACTS

GOOD FAITH CONCEPT

For the Land Department, “good faith” on the part
of a homesteaders was the essential element upon
which it determined their compliance with the law.
As Secretary of the Interior Henry Teller remarked
in 1884, “The homestead law is a practical law, and is
so devised that it may have practical enforcement.
The law itself provides its own evidence of good faith
in improvement, cultivation, and residence; if these
exist as facts, the law is satisfied.” Therefore, the
Land Department measured the good faith of setters
by determining if their acts and intentions showed
that they intended to make their homestead entries
actual homes to the exclusion of another elsewhere.

James Muhn
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THE BUREAUCRACY

DISTRICT LAND OFFICES
REGISTER & RECEIVER

GENERAL LAND OFFICE

COMMISSIONER
DIVISIONS
SPECIAL AGENTS

BOARD OF EQUITABLE ADJUDICATION

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

SECRETARY
LAND & RAILROAD DIVISION

FEDERAL COURTS James Muhn
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SURVEYING THE LAND

THE RECTANGULAR SURVEY SYSTEM \
Theu.s. f hy and wh

¥ ¥
transferred It from a plan on paper to regular lines upon the land, the swift and orderly settlement of a vast public domain
became a reality.

‘Separate large pleces of the Public Domain are, in hug 'y areas. Ti 1 d
base lines In the contiguous United States and 5 in Alaska. At the intersection of these two lines Is the Inltlal point of each
of the survey areas. Some of the principal meridians are numbered and the rest have proper names. The numbered ones
go only 1o the Sixth Principal Meridan. Most of the other (named) meridians give a clue as 1o the area they govern: for
example, the Bolse Meridian, the New Mexico Principal Meridian, and the Meridlan. T
north or south of the base line. A line or column of townships Is called a range, and they are numbered east or west of the
principal meridian.

At the beginning of the use of the system, de for of the
limitation of accumulated error. At a later time standard parallel: the plan. Between
the standard parallels the excess or of caused by and error in each
township Is placed In the sections lying against the north and west township boundaries. Each of the cther sections
theoretically contains 640 acres.

Each &-mile-square township s divided into 1-mile-square sections numbered from 1 to 36. The section numbers run in
opposite directions in alternate lines, beginning with section number 1 In the northeast corner of the township. These
numbered sections may be further divided into aliquot parts, and thus and T quarter of
the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section 5, Township 2 North, Range 3 West, of the Boise Meridian,

i land. T P y The familiar
BLM abbreviation for this particular 10 acres is SEV,SEY,SE, sec. 5, T. 2 N,, R. 3 W., Boise Mer., Idaho.

Land, and the hope of sharing in its ownership, provided an altraction strong encugh to bring millions of people to this
country. Th t g and land dded to th By its adoption
the United States, for the most pari, avoided the disputes, litigation, and bloodshed inherent in a metes and bounds
system,

UnTED STATES
 DEP ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

T UREAU OF LAND MaNAG M ENT

STANDARD Towdswip corwERh I | l § PRINCIPAL MERIDIANS
FIRET STANI LLED 4 3 2 1 AND
1r4q JI_ i BASE LINES
[Foa e e et covERNING
5 Matlet | Masnr THE UNITED STATES
Y - o PUBLIE LAMD SURVEFS
| PP v e o (5 Cem s
g § Tin 3
3 BasE Ling = B e ‘ 58 Va
N T ENE
) & eowT 3 |
8 5 g \ v
H Tas B '
S & N |
FH vos | | e
) L
p—y T
T4s
i | B RIS
cTosme TompemiElconners

M

M e S| NEL4 S0y

sa S1pa | SEM B
Aome. | AOme.
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SURVEYING THE LAND

Township NOZ& Nordsy Range N? 25 £ast Willamrette  Meridian
; - r e 7 a & - -

& E D € 8 B

The township plat shows what the
surveyor found when running his
“lines” within a township at the
time of survey—not the date of the
plat’s approval. In this example,
the plat shows a lake, streams,
—— 8 roads, houses, fenced lands and
other features. Accompanying a
survey plat are “field notes”
giving surveying details, and at the
end, a “General Description”
describes the character of the land
and often times the settlement
activity in the township.

H

I i ’? - - =) L sunes J"!.‘ﬂ/{da‘z : ]
- oo
| Mumm‘;‘uf.km 2230&.6;‘;7 Y T
P e ,.:....»--Z Do imre | et o S, [ ‘Mdﬂﬂ G abene- g, JWJL"Z_J/%MA _’/_%Ldgz‘j'f 2T z h
}* Towniship s’ Picda TiSearets V2356, T ﬁ; a9 923 /92| 22°00°22°56 £ | 7 % ;émﬂ«m Hrstoiirgion sty e - tothefrolid. 2 i J a m e S Mu n
Subdtivisions | e S FAEG2 \C 2 38 &8 | 5 ; oy / a0 ARA PRESENTATION
Conriectinghing " oo | 7 - S y S/
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SURVEYING THE LAND

PLAT

OF THE AGRIGULTURAL CLAIM OF

JAMES VOLLER

List W 4300, Zatect Sty 7190,
Hmessiat Fuiry NORELS. clasect S, 5 LIS

MAILEY LAND DISTRICT,
1BAND.

A surmeyes by St 47 B tioerod U5 Dnpicty
s et 1907

ALy

o ek rve bees e

reyor Gameral Oficsl= ., > A7 (7T
e P A C,

0 L 2.0

Furseyect Gerober 3G 197

The i jar of Home steadt Eintrsy Sucwy W77 claho
o rhe sarvey pheregf oSk

e

L A7y P 933 R, SRS G Vil

The Forest Homestead Act of 1906 allowed people
to make homestead entries on lands chiefly
valuable for agricultural purposes within national
forests. The available areas were usually located in
unsurveyed mountainous regions, and the
agricultural tracts of irregular shape, so the law
provided for the survey of entries by metes and
bounds description. Known as a Homestead Entry
Survey (HES), each survey received a specific
number for the state or territory located. The HES
plat will show physical features like slope and
natural water courses, and will show the location
of improvements like houses, barns and irrigation
ditches. The accompanying field notes provide
more information about improvements, quality of
soils and agricultural activity on an entry.

James Muhn
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THE PROCESS
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PUBLIC LAND LAW AND RECORDS BASICS

The Homestead, as with all public land policies, is complex. Congress
was constantly modifying the provisions of the Homestead Act for a
variety of reasons. At times, a new law sought to liberalize a provision.
At other instances, Congress sought to close a “loophole” to prevent
frauds the subverted the Homestead Act’s intent.

Land Department administration of the law was also constantly
evolving. Its efforts to interpret the law in a “liberal spirit,” but not in
manner that permitted the fraudulent acquisition of land, resulted in
it having to continually change the rules and regulations used to
determine the good faith of settlers in complying the provisions of the
Homestead Act. What was policy in 1868 might not be policy in 1869.
Furthermore, when the Land Department had general administrative
rules to govern compliance with the Homestead Act, it at times allowed
exceptions to those general rules when it was apparent a settler
showed a good faith effort to comply with the law.

James Muhn
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MAKING AN ENTRY

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.

REngET
L

THE APPLICATION

In the applicant, an entryman
swore that he/she was eligible to
make entry and the lands being
entered were of the character

Wﬂfd&&—l. a resident of
e
- do hereby apply

to Euf,sr, under SEcLian 2239 si.Ev:LE d 3tatutes of the United States, the
é W)! :, Section _, ’é’

. Meridian, containing

Toessntp .35

‘-’.,.\5‘2- 70 acres, witain the

Mles Clty, Mo ... 1and district

and I do solemnly awear that I am not the preprietar of more tmrlgycras

ur land iﬂ:nv ‘S..ta:_o_: Aa‘r:;iﬁr?. tfa: 1 Rt B A e contemplated by laWo

s and reerval’

of e Act of ]u-m 22, 191036 S1

uitizsn of the ‘Jn-Led St.atuz. and
%W ,u.—d Oranuf m/wbﬂja,wwf .

i DTt vheiar con bt o 0 i,
that ay pusn-cx’r ce address is ...
that this apslication is honestly and in good faith pads for the purpass of
actual settlement and ¢ultivation, and not for the benefit of any other
person, persons, or gorporation; that I will faithfully and honéstly ea-
deavar 1o comply with all the requirements of law as to settlement, resi-
denca, and cultivation necessary to acquire title to the land applied for;
that I am not acting as agent of any person, carporation, ar syndieate in
mak;ng this eatry, aer in collusion with any person, corporation, or syo=

icate to give thap the benefit of the land sntered, or any part thersof,
or tha timter thersen; that I do mot apply to enter ’he same for the purpose
of speculation, but in geod faith to ohtain a home for mysel?, and that I
have not directly or indirectly made, and will not meXs, any agrsemenb or
contract, in any way or panner, with any person or persens, corperaticn, or
syndicata vhatsgever, by which the title which I mey seguire from the Gov-
ernment of the United States will inure in whole or in part to the benefit
sf any person exeept mysel?. [ further swear that sinee August 30, 1389, I
nave not entéred and acquired title to, por am I now claiming, under an
entry made under any of the neonmineral publie-land laws, an amount "of land
which, together with the land now applied for, will sxceed in the =ggregate
I20 acresg; and that I have not heretefore made any entry under the homestead

laws

{Tlars Rt 1742 M cnlnd sy b seclion, HMANI, MRS, (4§ 42erich 824 Gamsar of smery; e uetiad, of 4 <o puriacod raca shat
that I am well acquainted with the character of the land herein applied far
and with each and every legal subdivision thereof, havicg personelly ex=-
amined same; that there is not to myeknowledge within the limits thereaf
any vein or lode or auartz or other rock in place bearing goia, silver, oio=
zapar, lead, n, or copper, Aor any deposit of coal, placer, aement, gravel,
salt_spring, or deposit of salt, mor other valuable mineral uepnsst- that
g0 portion of said land "is r.-laimed for mining purpeses under the local
customs or rules ¢f miners, or, otherwise; that no partion of said land is
worked for mineral during any- part of the year DY any peErsan or Dersons;
that said land is essentially nonmineral land, and that my application
therefor is not made fer the purposa of fraudulently sbtaining title to pin-
aral land; that the land is not occupled and mproved by any Indian,
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MAKING AN ENTRY

WHO COULD MAKE ENTRY

CITIZENS OR DECLARED INTENT TO BECOME ONE
EX-CONFEDERATES INITIALLY DENIED
MARRIED MEN
SINGLE MEN OVER 21
WOMEN IN CERTAIN CASES
AFRICAN-AMERICANS
HISPANICS
CERTAIN NATIVE AMERICANS

James Muhn
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MAKING AN ENTRY

WHAT PUBLIC LANDS WERE
AVAILABLE

The law allowed a settlers to enter up to 160 acres of
public land that was:

UNAPPROPRIATED, UNOCCUPIED & UNRESERVED
NON-MINERAL
AGRICULTURAL

GRAZING
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MAKING AN ENTRY

LANDS NOT AVAILABLE

RESERVED FOR GOVERNMENT PURPOSES
NATIVE AMERICAN LANDS
STATE & TERRITORIAL LANDS
VALUABLE MINERAL LANDS
CHIEFLY VALUABLE FOR TIMBER

PRIVATE LAND GRANTS
RAILROAD GRANT LANDS
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COMPLYING WITH THE LAW

RESIDENCE

“The law contemplates continuous maintenance by the homesteader and his family of an actual
home on the land to the exclusion of a home elsewhere. . . .” Except as required by law, the General
Land Office did not stipulate any specific improvements other than the need of a habitable
dwelling, but the improvements made had to demonstrate a homesteader’s good faith to make his
or her entry their exclusive home. There was never a regulation specifying minimum dimensions
for dwellings as some sources state.
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COMPLYING WITH THE LAW

CULTIVATION

The Homestead Act of 1862 did not specify how much land needed to be cultivated. Again, good faith
was looked for. The General Land Office generally wanted to see evidence of the land being broken by
plow and a crop raised. In 1880, it was ruled that grazing could be substituted for cultivation in
regions where only livestock could be raised. The Three-Year Homestead Act of 1912 did require
entrymen under the original homestead law to have at least one-eighth of their entry under cultivation
at time of final proof. Congress previously adopted such a policy under the Enlarged Homestead Act of
1909.
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COMPLYING WITH THE LAW

HOMESTEAD ACT OF MAY 20, 1862. X 7€ }"*7 2.
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Sworm and subseribed to before e this /(j

THE COMMUTATION CLAUSE

Section 8 of the Homestead Act of 1862 allowed persons who
did not want to wait five years to complete their entries to
“commute” them by paying the minimum price per acre
($1.25 or $2.50). To do so, they also had to make proof of
settlement and cultivation as provided by existing law
granting preemption rights. The law, as many historians
state, did not stipulate that homesteaders had to wait six
months before commuting. That was an administrative rule
made in 1869 to ensure the good faith of commuters. In 1891
Congress increased the time period to 14 months and later
made additional changes. Homestead laws like the Forest
Homestead Act of 1906, Enlarged Homestead Act of 1909,
and Stock-Raising Homestead Act of 1916 did not allow the
commutation of entries.
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FILING PROOF

HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF CLAIMANT.
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The Homestead Act required that after complying
with the requirements of residence and cultivation
for five years, but no more than seven, after entry,
claimants could prove up. The General Land Office
did this by having homesteaders, along with two
“credible witnesses” attest to having fulfilled the
law’s requirements as to residence and cultivation.
Initially claimants were asked to answer few specific
questions, but over time, questions became more
numerous and detailed so that final proof forms
were at times several pages in length. If the register
and receiver at the district land office determined
the proof sufficient, homesteaders received a final
certificate—that document signifying that claimants
were entitled to a patent, provided the General Land
Office found no irregularities upon further
adjudication.
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Certificate Patent
(Issued prior to July 1, 1908)

o M. @ 2 5
Ble Mnited States of Domerien,
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PATENTS

Upon final adjudication, homesteaders were issued a
patent for the lands they had entered. Patents recite
the name of the claimant, the legal description of the
lands to which title are being passed, and reservations
and most easements that that tract was subject. Since
the 1830s, patents were not personally signed by the
President but made by a “Secretary” in the General
Land Office appointed for that purpose.

In the 1880s, the patents for many Homestead Act
entries were not issued for up to six or seven years
because they were awaiting adjudication by the
General Land Office. Under the Act of March 3, 1891,
Congress directed that patents for entries that were
not contested or protested be issued within two years
of the issuance of a final certificate.

The patent form used for Homestead entries proved
up under Section 2 providing for five years residence
and cultivation recite the Homestead Act of May 20,
1862 as the authority for issuance.
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PATENTS

SERIAL PATENT

(Issued starting July 1, 1908)

In this example of a serial patent,
note that this homesteader took

Hiles City 023934 T

e Mited Sates of Americ, title “subject to any vested and
e accrued water rights” as well as
[pigys e associated ditches; the right for
o e, 3 e e 0 o the later construction of aitches
ot and canals by the United States;

and reservation to the government
of “all coal” under the Act of June
22,1910.

m reooey wwemece, . Woodrow Wilsoz,
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CASH FORM PATENT

[Commuted Entry]
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PATENTS

Patents issued for Homestead
entries proved up under the
Section 8 commutation clause used
cash patent forms citing the Act of
April 24, 1820—the general sales
authority for public lands.
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MILITARY BOUNTY WARRANT PATENT

[Commuted Entry]
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PATENTS

Patents issued for Homestead entries
proved up under the Section 8 using
military bounty warrants or other
scrip law used the patents forms for
those authorities.
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UNSUCCESSFUL HOMESTEAD ENTRIES

RELINQUISHMENTS

A relinquishment was a voluntary surrender of an entry. Before 1880, lands covered by a relinquished
Homestead entry could not reentered by another person until the land was reopened by the
Commissioner of the General Land Office. Under the Act of May 14, 1880, when a relinquishment was
filed, the lands immediately became subject entry by others. Under the law, relinquishments could not
be sold, but the practice was common.
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UNSUCCESSFUL HOMESTEAD ENTRIES

DECISIONS RELATING TO THE FUBLIC LANDS 95

AOMESTEAD ENTREY--RESIDENQE—PURLIC OFFICER.
GEORGE W. BHEPPARD.®

A homestead entrymay, wha caliivates and improves the land embraced in bis entry,
DLut whonever resided thereon, is not excosed Dbecanss elected to o public offies
whieh requires hia residence elsewhere,

Commisgivner MeFarland to register and receiver, Bloomington, Nelvaske,
f April 13, 1883,

I have received your letter of February 8 last, transmitting an appli-
eation for the recousideration of my decision of December 1, 1832, re-
jeoting proof tendered by George W, Sheppard, on homestead entry
No. 3101, covering the SE. } See. 23, T. 2, R, 16 W, The party filed
homestend declaratory statement No. 1088 for the land in question Mareh
15, 1875, and the entry was made SBeptember 14, 1875, The proof shows
thats bhonse was bnilt on the land doring the following month; that
about 73 acres rre under caltivation, and that crops of wheat, corn, and
rye have been raised each year since 1877, but no residence has been
established on the tract by Sheppard or any member of his family, In
March, 1876, he was appointed deputy connty elerk of Franklin County;
in Januoary, 1877, he was appointed clerk vice former oceupant re-
signed, was elected to the same office in the fall of 1877, and continned
to hold the same nntil January, 1850,

The proof, which was made October 2, 1882, nearly three years after
the expiration of hig term of office, was rejected for the reason that he
had not established a residence on ithe Jand embraced in his entry, and
consequently his case did not come under the rule of the Department
which permits a person, who after establishing an aetnal residence
thereon is elected or appointed to a public office requiring his conting-
onsresidence at some place other than his homestead, to be temporarily
gbeent therefrom during the term of such office.

In his application for a review, Mr. Sheppard refers to o decision
rendered by the aeting Seeretary of the Interior, Outober 25, 1873, in
the ease of Benson v, Western Pacific Railroad Company; but a care-
ful ¢ ination of this decision shows that the cases are not analogous,
8o likewise the case of Solomon Males, decided by this office July 10,
1876, and which is referred to by Bheppard, cannot be accepted as fu.
thority for allowing final papers to issne on a homestead entry where
10 residence i shown.

I therafore decline to modify my decision of December 1, 1832,

*Bes 2 L. I, 154,

CANCELLATIONS

There were many reasons the General Land Office
could cancel a Homestead entry. Abandonment of an
entry by a settler was a common reason. Contests filed
by third-parties alleging failure on the part of a
homesteader to fulfill some requirement could also
result in cancellation. The General Land Office could
cancel an entry if felt it was fraudulent or the final
proof found defective. In all cases, homesteaders had
the right to a hearing where all parties could present
testimony and evidence. A party could then appeal an
adverse ruling. Rulings made by registers and
receivers were reviewed by the Commissioner of the
General Land Office. That official’s decisions could be
appealed to the Secretary of the Interior. In rare
instances, the Secretary’s decisions could be taken to
the Federal courts.
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RECORD KEEPING

For the General Land Office, good recordkeeping was of
vital importance. Various types of finding aids were
maintained at both the district land offices and the General
Land Office’s headquarters in Washington, DC. This
allowed land officials to not only identify and locate
geographically individual entries and filings on public
lands to ensure the protection of the rights and interests of
individuals, corporations, and states and territories, but to
detect errors in recordkeeping.
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RECORD KEEPING

) v JOST TO NEW RECORDS.

TRACT BOOKS

Congress directed that tract books be maintained in 1800,
and to this day the Bureau of Land Management uses a
variant of this record. Tract books were intended to provide
users with a way to determine the status of public lands
within a township. At a glance, readers could determine
what lands had been entered; the laws under which entries
and filings were made; the file for those actions; the names
of the associated persons or entities; when entries or filings
had been made; and dates of final actions and what the final
actions were—final certificate, patent, relinquished, or
cancelled. Each district land office maintained a set of tract
books, as did the General Land Office’s headquarters.
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RECORD KEEPING

ABSTRACT REGISTER BOOKS

A set of these books was kept by kind of entry (Homestead, Desert Land, etc.) and action
(original entries and final certificates) at both district land offices and the General Land
Office headquarters prior to July 1, 1908. Entries and proofs were entered in the ordered
received and numbered consecutively. For original entries, the number assigned became
the application number. For proofs, the number assigned was the final certificate
number, which would eventually become the patent number. Homesteads commuted to
cash entries will be in Cash register books and appropriate military bounty or scrip in
register books for those actions.
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RECORD KEEPING

SERIALIZED RECORDS SYSTEM

On July 1, 1908, the General Land Office inaugurated a new record
keeping system to better its efficiency and accountability. Commonly
referred to as the serialized records system, all applications were arranged
by district land office as before, but rather than assigning applications
according to entry type (Homestead, Desert Land, etc.), all were filed
together, and application numbers were then assigned in consecutive
numerical order staring with 01.
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RECORD KEEPING

ALPHABETICAL INDEX CARDS

One of the new records introduced was the
— - e I Alphabetical Card Index. Each district land
office maintained a set, as did the General Land
Office’s headquarters for all the land offices.
Each card had the name of the land office, name

Lausch, Charles 4
N
Fersvih, . Mo .

4

01427 Hd. Jana.6,1909. 2 : .

014 (LE, Ny o

01498 D L.z, Jan.s,190s. o of the applicant, the post office of record, the
023230 Ad. Hd. i

2o, serial number assigned to each entry and filing

made for that person or entity, and the entry type
associated with the serial number application.
The Alphabetical Card Index makes finding
persons whose homestead entries did not go to
patent easier than in the old record keeping
system.
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RECORD KEEPING

SERIAL REGISTER PAGE
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Another record introduced in 1908
was the serial register page. This was
an abstract of an entry. It states the
law under which application was
made, name of claimant, legal land
description of entry, then dates each
action recorded until patent issued or
entry was relinquished or canceled.

James Muhn
NARA PRESENTATION
October 2019



RECORD KEEPING

CASE FILES

The General Land Office used two filing systems for the its land-entry papers. The dividing date for the systems is July 1,
1908.

The system prior to July 1, 1908, sometimes referred to as the “Certificate” case file system, can be complicated. The
General Land Office arranged patents issued under the Homestead, Cash (which includes commuted homesteads,
preemptions, private entries, commuted timber culture entries, and cash sales), Desert Land, Donation laws, Indian
allotments on public lands, Timber Culture, and Timber and Stone laws by state/territory, then district land office issuing
the final certificate, type of entry (Homestead, etc.), and final certificate number.

The General Land Office filed commuted homestead, preemption entries, and cash sales paid for with scrip or military
warrants under the appropriate scrip or warrant series. Military land warrants are arranged by the authorizing act,
warrant number. Scrip filed is by law. Agricultural College Scrip is further arranged by the state to which it was issued and
then by number.

Entries made under the above laws that did not go to patent (i.e., canceled or relinquished cases) are arranged by
state/territory, land office, type of entry, and application number.

Starting on July 1, 1908, the General Land Office adopted the “Serialized” case file system. All land-entry types were filed
under single application series by district land office starting with the number 01. All numbers start with a “0,” which
allows you to differentiate between applications made before or after July 1, 1908. Applications made prior to July 1, 1908,
for which final proof had not been offered eventually received a serial application number. [continued next slide]
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RECORD KEEPING

CASE FILES

(continued)

All patents issued are in one series. You do not need all the information necessary for pre-serialized land entries; just the
patent number is sufficient.

To find cases that did not go to patent, you need to know the land office of the application and the serial number issued. If a
case was transferred to another land office (usually because the first land office was closed and its records were transferred
to the other office), a new serial number was assigned to the case.

The Bureau of Land Management and National Archives destroyed many unpatented case files. It will take some effort to
find out which ones still survive.

To obtain copies of patented land-entry case files, as well as pre-1908 cancelled and relinquished case files, go to the
National Archives and Records Administration
https://eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/start.swe?SWECmd=Start&SWEHo=eservices.archives.gov.

To get unpatented serialized land-entry case files (post-July 1, 1908), contact the appropriate National Archives and Records
Administration field location. Find a location by choosing “Visit Us” on Archives.gov.
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RESEARCHING A HOMESTEAD

THE ENTRY OF FRITZ RITSCHARD
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REMEMBER

When researching for a Homestead Act entry, keep in
mind that the words homestead and homesteading are
often generic. As the Land Department observed in
1887, “the expression ‘homestead laws’ has more than
once been interpreted by this Department in a generic
sense, so as to include other settlement laws, besides the
homestead law proper.” Settlers and others were even
more loose in using the words. The railroad company
broadside advertisement to the right offered its grant
lands for sale as homesteads. Settlers and their decedents
often refer to their entries under other public land laws
or that were purchased from third-parties like railroads
as homesteads. So don’t be surprised when your
homestead research results in learning someone did not
take up land under the Homestead Act.
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RESEARCHING A HOMESTEAD

FINDING PATENTED HOMESTEADS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEBIQR‘:L L BRIVATE CLAIMS \ . | The best research option is the Bureau of Land
B/?RE:\U“ iF L:NDT?NI\.:G:ME?J 1.sGener d Management’s General Land Office Records website
4 ————— it ik (www.glorecords.blm.gov). Researchers can search by name

and location and get a copy of a person’s land patent. When
searching for names, be aware that last name spellings can
vary. Fritz Ritschard’s name is spelled three different ways

» Search Documents p List

Printer Friendly @

Patents b 12345

Note: An [talic entry denotes data that has not been indexed against the land patent document, and has no image.

ooz W ool e e e S e e in General Land Office documents—Ritschard, Ritchard,
o CO0610 345 [E] RICHARD, FRITZ 4/24/1893 398 €O 6th PM 003N - DBIW EVaNE%: 10 Grand . . N .
GOIN-0BIW  SWENWWA 11 Grand and Richard. In one record, his first name is given as
003N - 0B1W NW1YaSWL 11 Grand . o
— cocomanz | wrcwao, merr yosss 35 co anem  oow-csw  Ewwew 10| G Frederick. Many reasons can explain such occurrences. In
- ¢! 4 rand . 0
R the case of Mr. Ritschard, as will be shown, part of the
B = IR R Gl bl e et e explanation is careless recordkeeping, but also the use of the
i R o name “Richard” in his citizenship certificate.
003N - 0BIW EVaNWa 17 Grand
003N - 0BIW NEY: 17 Grand
2 483025 [E] RITSCHARD, FRITZ 7/20/1515 019906 CO  6th PM 003N - DBIW SEVASWYa 3 Grand
3 CO0490__.475 [E] RITSCHARD, FRITZ 4/9/1001 47 CO  6thPM 003N - DBIW SWIASEYE 3 Grand
s COC0AA 003080 ER}T.SCHARD,FR}TZ 4/9/1901 47 oo 6th PM 003N - 081W SWKSEW 3 Grand
915234 ERUDOLPH, FOREST J 8/25/1523 024166 CO 6th PM 003N - 0B1W S1aNWe 4 Grand
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RESEARCHING A HOMESTEAD

FRITZ RITSCHARD’S PATENT

The General Land Office
misspelled Ritschard’s last name
as “Richard.” Mr. Ritschard
could have asked for the
General Land Office to issue a
curative patent to correct the
error but did not.
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TRACT BOOK NOTATION FOR FRITZ RITSCHARD’S ENTRY
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RESEARCHING A HOMESTEAD

ABSTRACT REGISTER BOOK NOTATION FOR FRITZ RITSCHARD

i HoMESTEAD Aoy | or May 20, 1862,

o Office a6 CENTELL 1.1 LOLORADO, , undey the Homestead Act, from the F;~5b day
of Qetiber. , the same month, inclusive,
o W;’,W Rl“:' ACRES. NAME OF APPLICANT et e
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RESEARCHING A HOMESTEAD

. i
4
Final Certificate NoJ? d,, I

Tiomestend Application No. ...é.ff.Q.:..._.____

_,.';.;l__i?_f T

e il THE ENTRY OF FRITZ RITSCHARD
LAND OFFICE
When the case file for the
“Richard” Homestead patent
is pulled, it is seen that the
file has the name of Fritz

“Ritchard” on its cover.

AT

_______ =

Mé/& BEE 1892,
Sect, /0. f‘ﬂ' Town. df , Ray getf[z}-

Approved TR (’0 18?8 1
/Q e Pt 5 , Clerk, 4.

e
Division . e

Patented . %"Xﬂ % 13?;9.
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RESEARCHING A HOMESTEAD

HOMESTEAD AFFIDAVIT
OFfisé of the Glerk Uf;(m @ﬁm APPLICATION AFFIDAVIT
G LRz FOR FRITZ RITSCHARD
. _ « ?’Zﬁ(ﬁ,fz f ,”7
& I, sl s D ;
o NS 1 WA, On the Homestead Affidavit, Ritschard’s name is
R ﬂé{ »p i &8 do olemly swed that=Y __

correctly spelled. This form tells us that Ritschard
made entry in October 1887; however, he states he
made settlement in October 1884. The township
plat was approved in September 1883 and filed at
the district land office soon after. Why did
Ritschard wait three years after making settlement
before making entry? Notations in the tract book
and other records reveal Mr. Ritschard made a
Preemption Act of 1841 filing in October 1884, but
he did not prove up under that law. Why is not
known. To keep the tract he had settled, he then
made entry under the Homestead Act.

)

%ﬂ g o BTG

that said application No. _ --is made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation ;

that said entry is made for my exclusive use and benefit, and not directly or indivectly for the use or

benefit of any other person or persons wi ; that...¥ i

now residing on the land I desive to enter, and um I hay, a bona fide improvement and settlement

thereon; that said setilement was mmmwe:uwd M‘\ (Z"ﬁi O F E

that my improvements consist of . Sl 00 .zé =
v, P (J)ZEA

and that the value of the same is §. d\v_ﬁd:/ 7. that owing to

,,,,,,, 6357774/-84 }Zz/m Q%g‘zg_/ ( ?7
I am unable to appear at the District Land Office to make this alfidavit, and
made & homestead entry Pcemhe_

(hat I have never befune

fﬂ}& m&wﬁ

Sworn to and subseribed before me this .. ‘2

-2
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FRITZ RITSCHARD’S
NATURALIZATION
DOCUMENT

This is Mr. Ritschard’s naturalization
certificate. Case files may include
documents such as citizenship papers,
military discharges, various required
affidavits, special agent reports, GLO
correspondence, and other documents.
Note that in one part of this document,
Ritschard’s name is given as
“Richard.”
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RESEARCHING A HOMESTEAD

HOMESTEAD PROOF—TESTIMONY OF CLAIMANT. l

0/1/ @Mrf s in hia ewn beliglf in \
GHL s zuf ﬂ"qlwzﬂ f,ichn £ ;gwwm

4 of estead No.,
mﬁ:sas follows: flﬁ’ eer. flin f/’" B oztili o (; ol ng” E
o w“m:sw,m:w L i FRITZ RITSCHARD’S FINAL PROOF

Ques. A—Are you a native born utn en of the United States, m.d 11 b, in what State or Temwrs |

were you ™ C
ub?n:,“zn.nm dx&ka{ il

z ;Zhﬁ eptical person wlo made homestead entry, No.. d'ﬁdf
sl i

Amc){,czafd- ‘}cf‘{u‘*"‘f‘
-:\Jv‘fyrmc 7’

This is Ritschard’s final proof filing made in 1892. He claims to
have made substantial improvements. When compared to his
Application Affidavit [slide 48], he had constructed a number
during the five years between making entry in 1887 and proof in
1892.

u u;:.mh }'mlhnv 'place
,‘f{a Leid /n.;.:/

fny, VA AP
s,v et

";}/u- P17 gt e
-

To verify the statements made and attest to his good faith, the law
required Ritschard to have two witnesses of his choosing answer
questions about his residence and the improvements made on his
entry.

Q\ws G. l'or what p(\rw\.. ur pemuds hm'e you heen abucnt from thz bmnestea:l sinca

. I
Ques. 7.—How much of the lund heve you cultivated each sesson and for how many seasons havo you
raised crops thereon? 7 ]
Ansding agte m,@a/kfav’ 62 agres 1~04:— ¢ Fanetd pratd
en, B—Tn your Fossent alaim withie, tie Tndta of o bisoepeiod fosm or sclectad is o1 5 clty or |
town, or used ju n uny way for trade or businesa?

Ans, @7 at 2k

Ques, 8, —What ia the chnrmher of the land?  1a it timber, mountainons, pnme grezing, or cmd\narv
sgricultural land? Stats its kind and quality, pud for what purpose it is mm valushle,

AnaPlodséen, S and piaiise dosreliao, éw - e Bl

Quea. 10.—Ars theto any i infl 7 coal, salines, or minerals of nn(kmr} the land? (1_{ a0,
deacribe what they are, and state whether the land i3 more valusble for ngrlenlwrml thun for mineral
purposes. :}R,«

Ane Ginete @il amtts ’fa’ }ml‘ﬂ.lxmﬁ‘ e gl Qﬁm( G envieed.

Quea. 11—FHaze you over m:lynthar homestead &ntry?c | If so, describe therb e}

Ans, OFT Gzt 724

Quee. 12.—Hare you sald, eouveyed. or mortgoged aay portion of the Innd ; and if &0, to whom sad
for whet purpoes? o7

Ans.. 4P, ‘/ p LE T f

Ques. 18.—Have you any pe: iy prope: nmf ay kind elsewhera thun o this claim? (1f 8o, dascribe
the same, and state where the same is kept.)

ABBun e ssms e : (:/r dﬂ Bt }M—Z

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the fnmgmng }gnf.(mon,v was fiad to the olai
scribed, snd was sworn fo before me thin-— aay.;,fs-. e

L?aﬂ(f r’fb y,;z’f

There is no question that Fritz Ritschard’s made his Homestead Act
entry in good faith and for the purpose of establishing “an actual
home on the land to the exclusion of a home elsewhere.” Perhaps
the most telling proof of that is the 2015 edition of the DeLorme
Atlas & Gazetteer for Colorado which shows that his lineage still
own the “Ritschard Ranch.”
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A FEW PUBLIC LAND TERMS

APPLICATION: A formal request for rights in, or eventual title to, public lands.

CANCELLATION: An abrogation of a right in the public lands because of noncompliance with the
public-land laws or because of expiration of time limits.

COMMUTED HOMESTEAD ENTRY: A homestead entry, not exceeding 160 acres, in connection with
which the entryman pays the minimum statutory price for the land in consideration for reduction in
residence and other requirements. Only certain classes of homestead entries could be commuted.

CONTEST: Formal proceedings against a filing, claim, or entry on charges that it does not comply
with the requirements of the public-land laws.

ENTRY: In general, an allowed application which was submitted by an applicant who will acquire title
to the lands by payment of cash or its equivalent and/or by entering upon and improving the lands.

ENTRYMAN: An individual who has made an entry.

FINAL CERTIFICATE: A document that evidences that an entryman is entitled to a patent provided
that no irregularities are found in connection with his entry.

[Continued next slide]
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A FEW PUBLIC LAND TERMS

FINAL PROOF: A detailed statement by an entryman and his witnesses purporting to prove that he
has fully complied with the public-land laws relating to his entry.

GOVERNMENT CONTEST: A contest in which the proceedings have been initiated on the basis of
charges preferred by a representative of the United States.

MILITARY BOUNTY LAND WARRANT: Scrip that was issued as a reward for military service.
PATENT: A document that conveys to the patentee legal title to public lands.
RELINQUISHMENT: A voluntary surrender of an application, right, entry, or claim.

SCRIP: A certificate that allows the owner to make a selection of a specified number of acres out of
available public lands.

SOURCE FOR TERMS: Bureau of Land Management, Glossary of Public Land Terms (Reprint), Washington, DC: Bureau of Land Management, 1959.
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THE PUBLIC LAND STATES

ALABAMA
ALASKA
ARIZONA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO
FLORIDA
IDAHO
ILLINOIS
INDIANA
IOWA
KANSAS
LOUISIANA
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
MISSISSIPPI
MISSOURI
MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEVADA

NEW MEXICO
NORTH DAKOTA
OHIO
OKLAHOMA
OREGON
SOUTH DAKOTA
UTAH
WASHINGTON
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

ALABAMA
ALASKA
ARIZONA
ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
COLORADO
DAKOTA TERRITORY
FLORIDA

IDAHO

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

QWA

KANSAS
LOUSIANA
MICHIGAN
MINNESOTA
MISSISSIPPI
MISSOURI
MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEVADA

NEW_ MEXICO
NORTH DAKOTA
OHIO

OKLAHOMA
OREGON

SOUTH DAKOTA
UTAH
WASHINGTON
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

G.L.O.

TOTAL FINAL HOMESTEAD ENTRIES
1868 - 1961

Number x 1000---0

——————
0 20 30 40 S0 60 70 8 SO 100 10 120 130 140 150 160
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SOME SUGGESTED READINGS

Gates, Paul W. History of Public Land Law Development, with a Chapter by Robert W. Swenson. Washington, DC:
Government Printing Office, 1968.

Hawkins, Kenneth, comp. Research in the Land Entry Files of the General Land Office. Reference Information Paper
114. Revised. Washington, DC: National Archives and Records Administration, 2009.
[https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/ref-info-papers/rip114.pdf]

Hibbard, Benjamin Horace. A History of the Public Land Policies. New York: Macmillan Co., 1924.
Hone, E. Wade. Land and Property Research in the United States. Salt Lake City: Ancestry, 1997.

Kvasnicka, Robert M., comp. The Trans-Mississippi West, 1804-1912: A Guide to Records of the Department of Interior for
the Territorial Period, Section 3: Records of the General Land Office. Part IV. 2 vols. Washington, DC: National
Archives and Records Administration, 2007.

Lee, Lawrence Bacon. Kansas and the Homestead Act, 1862-1905. New York: Arno Press, 1979.

Lindgren, H. Elaine. Land in Her Own Name: Women as Homesteaders in North Dakota. Paperback edition. Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1996

Muhn, James. "Women and the Homestead Act: Land Department Administration of a Legal Imbroglio, 1863-1934."
Western Legal History, Vol. 7 (Summer/Fall 1994), pp. 283-307.
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Robbins, Roy M. Our Landed Heritage: The Public Domain, 1776-1970. Second edition Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1976.
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Lo Thank you for attending!

If we did not get to your question,
you may submit it to inquire@nara.gov

Video recording and handouts
will remain available at
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair
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We value your opinion.

Please take a few minutes to complete a
short evaluation. Your comments help us
maintain the quality of our services and
plan future programs.

Click = Event Evaluation
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
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