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INDEX TO NEW ENGLAND NATURALIZATION RECORDS, 1791-1906
Introduction

On this microfilm publication is reproduced an index to photocopies of naturalization records for
New England, both of which are part of the Records of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (Record Group 85). The photocopies and the index to them resulted from a Work
Projects Administration project in the late 1930's to centralize, photocopy and index information
in naturalization records scattered among federal, state and local courts. The WPA was
terminated before the project was completed.

Thisis an index to photocopies of naturalization documents filed in courts in Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont from 1791 to 1906. The
photocopies and the index are in the National Archives-New England Region. Theindex
consists of 3x5 inch cards arranged by state and thereunder by name of petitioner, arranged
according to the soundex system. The index refers to the name and location of the court that
granted the certificate of naturalization, and to the volume and page number (or certificate
number) of the naturalization record. The printed cards have spaces, often left blank, for other
information from the naturalization papers such as place and date of birth.

The 5x8 inch photographic copies of naturalization documents usually consist of two pages for
each naturalization, with all or some of the following information: petition for citizenship, oath
of allegiance, record of previous citizenship, place and date of birth, occupation, place and date
of arrival in the United States, name of the ship, place of residence at the time of application, and
name and address of awitness to these statements. They are arranged by state, thereunder by
court name, and thereunder numerically by volume, bundle number, or page or certificate
number. Earlier records contain less information than later ones.
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