Dear Dr. von Braun. . ..

Werhner von Braun
1912-1977

The Reach into Space
Selected Personal
Letters and Replies



Dear Dr. von Braun.

20.7.00 § 1.—

Werhner von Braun had a lifelong
dream of space travel.

This exhibit is a sample of the many
letters he received while working
In Huntsville, Alabama, with
NASA.

To research some of Dr. von Braun’s
other letters and articles, please
contact the National Archives,
Southeast Region, Morrow,
Georgia.




Dear Dr. von Braun. . .

Were You Kidnapped?
Offer, Who Could Resist?
Who Owns the Moon?
Congratulations!

| Want to Go

Next Generation
Thoughts and Memories




Werhner von Braun

Were You Kidnapped?

1912 March 23 born in Wirsitz, East Prussia (now o o o0
part of Poland) Voizomal L Y
1930 Assistant to Hermann Oberth, experimenting ;:-:‘-:“.:1:-::'-"::-‘-‘:‘:—"—“:
with small liquid rocket engines SETLEEREEE
1931 Student, Institute of Technology, Zurich, i AR
Switzerland A
1932 B.S., Institute of Technology, Berlin ::
1934 Ph. D., University of Berlin —
1937-45 Technical Director, German Rocket 1945 Captured by U.S. Army and taken
Research Center, Peenemunde to United States
1945 Captured by U.S. Army and taken to United
States

1950-56 Chief, Guided Missile Development
Division, Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama

1955 Naturalized as American citizen

1960-70 Director, George C. Marshall Space Flight
Center, National Aeronautic and Space
Administration, Huntsville

1975 Founded the National Space Institute
1977 June 16 Died, Alexandria, Virginia

1955 Naturalized as American citizen
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T of%n hear rumors from differ—
ent Sources that you Were kidnap-
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United States to Work on our Space
Program? :
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Ma)( I hear from you b/y retarn
meil, P‘ea'ﬁe?
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\ Masﬂy Opper




PA-DIR July 31, 1969

Dr. von Braun was not kidnapped and forced to come to
the United States. He surrendered to American forces

by Helen B, Walters,
Company, New York, should be of interest to

you.
Let me know if we can be of further assistance.
Sincerely yours,
Foster Haley
Citation: Records of the Deputy Director of Public Affairs
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Werhner von Braun

Offer, Who Could Resist?

Too cute to resist

Asian firm offers assistance




m HAI YAT INDUSTRIAL COMPANY

403, Shaws Building, 4/F., 684, Nathan Road,
Kowloon, Hong Kong. '
G. P. 0. Box 14045 Cable Addr. “BOVIACO"
TEL. “.K 947057

ﬁgdkﬁa e

Oun mer. KCL/ 5w,/ en=1470 Youn nr,

January 31, 1870,

Wernher Yon Braun,
Space Operations Center,
Cape Kennedy,

Florida,

Dear Sir,

We are pleased to advise you that our best friend Mr. Ho who POBSESSeS
a pair of Orang-Utan (large anthropoid ape) of Asian Origin (male and
female), born in August, 1969, weight about 7 1b. each which was pre-
sented to him as a gift by an Indonesian during his voyage to one of
Indonesian islands. Accoring to Mr. Ho's information received it is
said that family of this Orang-Utan is now dying out and is therefore
of invalwable. - The peair ean be easily tamed and will probably grow up
to 5 ft. 7 in. tall. Mr. Ho would like to offer now this pair to you
for your space experiment, if you see fit. Mr. Ho did not ask for any
reward for this offer. However, Mr. Ho is now in nead of help to
build up his business - a chinese resturant=which requires some
U35335,000 to 40,000,

Enclose herewith please find g:f newly taken pictures of the Urang-
Utan pair which is being kept as a pet in Mr. Ho's home. Should you
be interested in having this pair and require any further information
about them please feel free to contact us at any time. If you think
that the pair is not suitable for your experiment, please release

this message to your national parks or other institutions which require
this kind of rare animal.

Looking forward to hearing from your comments on this offer.

Yours very truly,

Citation: Records of the

_ ) HAI YAT INDUSTRIAL CoO,
National Aeronautics and o Yl
Space Administration AR Pl 7

T ETE

Sunny Wong



Did this pair go into space?
Come into the archives and
see the answer for yourself!
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Werhner von Braun

Who Owns the Moon?

£y Hieeos
Jiloly b5 o

Active young minds want to know...
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Post Office Box 124
Butler, Alabama 3590k
November 12, 1949

Office of the Director

Marshall Space Center
|iun:§ville,a£au:maejﬁiﬂ(] PA=DIR December 3, 1969

Dear Sir:

Recently the Ninth Urade Sclence clags of Butler High School had a discussion
on the nation's space program. Several guestions were ralsed which we were
unable to answer.

We would appreciate any help you might be able to give us on the following: Mr. E. T. Rolison and
5 X Ninth Grade Science Class
-To whom does the moon legally belong?
2-Ia it possible for any individual, indespendent of any government, Butler Hl“h School
to plant a private colony on the moon? Butler, Alabama 36904

3-Is there any law prohibiting this?
‘Dear Mr. Rolison and Class:

Thank you.
Very truly yours, "XI eaw The quiltim raised in the November lz. 19‘9. letter fxnm
_7— : your class may, for the most part, I feel, be answered by
g = fu) }M reference to the so~called, "Outer Space Treaty." The treaty,
E. z R:usfm ‘? 7 ratified in Washington, London, and Moscow on October 10, 1967,
ERIG LoD wre- culminated five years of international negotiation, As of October 15,

: ?W"W 1969, 89 countries (the original three and eighty-six others) were
M BV TYLSN éue. @\ch 0 party to the treaty, notably including Russia and China, as well as

the United States. The formal title of the treaty is the "Treaty on

g{ﬂm 2% i
Tk ﬂyaf:%i’w S o™ § = Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
\ S

and Use of Quter Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial

PQLLQ_W Q Y Bodies, "

Slfj E’J) ;J?LU“R a,&l;()ﬂ\\ﬂ/ Your first question was: '"To whom does the moon legally belong? "
w ee ' aﬁ Article [ of the treaty provides, in material part, that, "The
exploration and use of outer space, including the moon and other
% Q‘? CJIA‘(@WA&W celestial bodies. .. shall be the province of all mankind. Outer
;&W""g‘ L& space, including the moon...shall be free for exploration and

e Y use by all states without discrimination of
! o, - any kind, on a basis
[J‘*‘—‘ Tuener OM QM of equality and in accordance with international law, and there

shall be free access to all areas of celestial bodies. Article II

4
%M of the treaty states that, "Quter space, including the moon and
(—g‘g“:" ,';g,qaf_. m::l.nﬁll bodies, is not subject to national appropriation by
| l " d
j o hum mrmxrm by means of use or occupation, or by any

— 1
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Your second question was: "Is it possible for any individual,
independent of any government, to plant a private colony on the

moon? "

To quote from Article VI of the treaty, "States Parties to the
treaty shall bear international responsibility for national activities
in outer space, (including the moon) whether such activities are
carried on by governmental agencies or by non-governmental
entities, and for assuring that national activities are carried out
in conformity with the provisions set forth in the treaty, Thhe
activities of non-governmental entities in ocuter space. .. shall
require authorization and continuilng supervision by the appropriate
state party to the treaty. " Articles VII and VIIL, respectively,
provide that states from whose territory an object is launched
retain jurisdiction and control over the object and its personnel
and liability for damages caused by the object.

Thus, international law would appear to prescribe the possibility
of private lunar colonization since colonization must at least

be said to bear the connotation of an “appropriation" prohibited
by the treaty. There could be no possession of lunar property
as we think of it -~ possession to the exclusion of all others.

States party to the treaty (and this represents an overwhelming
majority view) have decided that the moon is the property, so
to speak, of all people, and not subject to private possession to
the exclusion of others.

Also, from a practical standpoint the cost of such a venture must
be considered some sort of barrier to private activities in this
area.

The above provisions would also furnish my response to your
third question as to whether there is any law prohibiting private
colonization of the moon.

It is to me heartening to reflect that while the nations of earth
cannot reach a similar agreement on their earthly activities,
substantial agreement has been reached on their activities in
space. Your interest in this fleld is also gratifying as is your
interest in the nation's space program.

Citation: Records of the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Development of this great new frontier and consequently the
refinement of law concepts discussed here rest with your
generation.

Sincerely yours,

Foster Haley
Deputy Director of
Public Affairs

FHaley/ga

3



Werhner von Braun

== Con gratulations! Rf; TR

= _Alexandria, Virginia, Boys Club
)
e =

=P

Industrial Research man of the year 1970

Hanisnal Spote Hall of Fame CERCERS MO DeRCTORS

“With warm congratulations and best

wishes,” ...Supreme Allied Commander  National Space Hall of Fame 15t Award Dinner
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ALEXANDRIA BDYS’ CLUB

401 N. Payne Street, Alexandrin, Virginia 22314

December 11, 1969

Dr. Wernher Vem Braun

ANNIVERSARY
|

o L

George C. Marshall Space ml;t Center

Huntsville, Alabama

Dear Dr. Von Braum:

, S

PA 12-15-649

549-3077 — 549-3078

EDD SHULL
Exseafiee Direcher

EICHARD JORDAM, JE.
Uil Drrechor

Science and techmology has greatly served mankind in solving

many mysteries and problems,

There are many who say that our Space Program is taking momey

from our low income citizens. Boys' Clubs of America disagrees!
We believe that the advancement in Science and technology will
help all citizens especially the low income in areas of health,

traneportation, education, and job opportunities.

For this reason, Alexandria Boys' Club of America program of the
Metropolitan Washington, D.C. Area would like to honor you on

April®i 6, 1970 with the distinguished "Golden Man-Boy Award" for
your contribution to all mankind,

A Mational leader has been asked to make the presentation to you
on April=_6, 1970 at the Twin Bridges Motor Hotel, Alexandria,
Virginia at 7:30 pm, This is an Annual affair as you can sce from

the enclosed information.

If

Sincerely,

REMEMBER ALEXANDRIA BOYS' CLUB IN YOUR WILL

“will ba available on this date, please let me know at
earliest opportunity.




H

von Braun: I'R man of the vear

1970 R&D forecast=$27-hillion

Citation: Records of the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration




SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER EUROPE
SHAPE, BELGIUM

January 28, 1969

Dear Wernher:

Now that the Apollo 8 austronauts have had the plaudits
and the acclaim that they properly deserve, I would like to
take this occasion to send my warm congratulations and best
wishes to one who deserves the greatest possible credit, not
only for the success of Apollo 8, but for all U.S, space acti-
vities from the very beginning -- namely, yourself, As one
who has always been keenly interested in our space activities
and was associated with them in the early days, I am well
acquainted with the important role that you have played. I
only regret that there is not wider knowledge of the develop-
ments that took place in this regard following World War II,
the movement of the "PAPER CLIP" organization to the United
States, and the build-up of the space and missile organization
and activities at Redstone Arsenal.

I still remember vividly the events associated with
the visit of Mr. McElroy to Redstone on the 4th of October
1957. You will recall that Secretary Brucker and I met him
at Redstone with General Medaris and yourself. On that
occasion, he was thoroughly briefed on the activities at
Redstone, and the question of putting a satellite in orbit
came up several times during the briefings. As we were
sitting down to dinner in the club that evening, I remember
so well how the telephone started ringing and the information
of the Sputnik reached us.

The next day, when Mr. McElroy asked General
Medaris and yourself how long it would take you to put up
your satellite, you came up with a forecast of four months,
which proved to be just about the right answer.

I shall never forget that night in the Army's Teleceon
room in the Pentagon, on the night of the 31st of January 1958,
when we were assembled to keep in touch with the launching
activities pertaining to Explorer 1. I frequently reminded
Secretary Brucker of the time he was so nervous about the
Explorer not appearing on the Gold Stone radar, and he asked
you what could possibly have happened. Your response, as I
recall it, was "Well, it went too far, or it went too fast, or
it went DOWMN. " 1 fully expected Secretary Brucker to go down
when you mentioned that word.

All of the foregoing comes to my mind primarily because
I was hoping to send you this note of congratulations on not only
Apollo, but everything leading up thereto, so that it would reach
you as near as possible to the 21st anniversary of Explorer I,
i.e., 31 January 1969.

With warm congratulations and best wishes,

Sincerely,

General,
Supreme Allied Co:

Dr. Wernher Von Braun

George C. Marshall Space Flight Center
MNASA

Huntsville, Alabama 35812

Citation: Records of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration



OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
MATIONAL SPACE HALL OF FAME

Morgan J. Davis, President

Dr. Carey Croneis, Vice President

Leon Joworski, Vice President

P. H. Robinson, Vice President

Gail Whitcomb, Vice President

Gus 5. Wortham, Vice President

Marvin Hurley, Executive Vice President
Ben F. Love, Secretary-Treasurer

Dillen Anderson

W, S. Bellows, Jr.
Lloyd M, Bentsen, Jr.
Rev. Patrick O, Broden
George R. Brown

H. 5. (Hank) Brown
Francis R, Deering
Brian Duff

Dr. Richard T. Eostwood
1. A, Elkins, Jr.

Glenn Fletcher

Homer L. Ford

H. J. Frensley

Johnny Goyen

Dr. W. H. Hintan

Gen. Maurice Hirsch
Dr. Philip G, Hoffman
Gerald D. Hines

John T. Jones, Jr.
Miss Barbara Jordan
Rabbi Robert |, Kahn
Ralph H. MeCullough

L. F. McCollum
Jehn W. Mecom
George T. Morse, Jr.
R. A Parker

Dr. Harry Ransom
Corbin J. Robertson
Gen. Earl Rudder
Dr. Gronwille M. Sawyer
E. C. Scurlock
David T. Searls
Dudley C. Sharp
Walter G. Sterling
Gordiner Symonds
Mrs. Albert Thomas
Milton R. Underwood
Frank E. Warren
Abe Weingarten
Wesley Wesr
Harold E. Weston
M. A Wright
Walter P. Zivley

FIRST HONOREES

Dr. Wernher von Broun
Dr. Kurt H. Debus

Dr. Hugh L. Dryden

(deceosed)

Dr. Moxime A. Faget
Dr. Robert R. Gilruth
John H. Glenn, Jr.

Dr. Robert H. Goddard

(doceased)
Alan B. Shepard, Jr.

Hon. Albert Thomas
(deceased)

Edward H. White 11

Ideceased)

Mational Space Hall of Fame

The MNational Spoce Hall of Fame has been created to
honar those who have made pioneering contributions of
racognized significance to the exploration and utilization
of space. Leaders in the research, development and man-
agement aspects of the space program, as well as the
Astronauts, are eligible for nomination. Public officials
may be considered if they have made an outstandingly
significant contribution to the spoce program and if they
have been publicly ond officially identified with some
phase of the space effort. No person moy be nominated
until at least one year hos elapsed between the time of
the achievement for which the nomination is being made

and the filing of the nomination.

THE
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
OF THE
NATIONAL SPACE HALL OF FAME
CORDIALLY INVITE YOU
TO THE
FIRST ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
HOMORING TEN OF THE NATION'S
SPACE PIONEERS
SPEAKER: GEN, BERNARD A. SCHRIEVER, USAF (RET.)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1969
7:30 P. M,
ALBERT THOMAS CONVENTION AND EXHIBIT CENTER

HOUSTON, TEXAS

INFORMAL
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Werhner von Braun
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Werhner von Braun
Next Generation

Instructor wants to

make a difference 50% cut if you use my idea _ _
= = = Inspired by reading your story...
T

Temporary energy saving
space station design 14 year old future scientist



MERIDIAN SCHOOL DISTRICT
Mao. 505, Whateam County

MERIDIAN HIGH SCHOOL
1673 Lourel Rood
Ballinghom, Wash, 98215
WHITFIELD KRATZ, Primeipal
Phona J98-1781

FRED G. WENDOVER, Supsrintendest

1673 Lowrel Rood
BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON 98225
Fhone 398.1981

Hov. 29, 1969

Dr. Wernher Von Braun

Director

Georgs C. Marshall Space Flight Center
Huntswille, Ala.

Dear Dr. Von Braun,

Pr

f2-2-LD

MERIDIAM ELEMENTARY
B4l Ten Mile Rd.
Lynden, Wosh. 78244

QSCAR NELSON, Princlpal
Fhone 3982291

DIR pec 8 16

s
Science Ins

Meridian School Dist, Neo, 505

I am the sponsor of the newly formed Meridian Jr.-Sr. High Seclence Club.
The club is ourrently interssted in the sclence of space flight. We have
followed the adventures of the last moon mission with extrems intersst and
excitment.

I have reviewed the history of space sclence with the club during the past
few weaks, egpesclally your contributions., I was wondering if 1t wouldn't be
too bold of.ms to ask if you would address a letter to our club stating what
you feel is the importance of the space program to the future. If you would
honor us with such a letter, would you also state for the youngsters,what
you feel is the importance of sending men to the moon. I have been asked

several times. "why send men to the moon when we could use that money elsewhsrsi®

I have given them my answers but a statement from a man such as you would be
an unforgetable expsrience for thess leaders of tomorrow,

I have a special interest in the space program that dates from 1958. During
that year a bunch of us fellows in high school organized a rockef club. Our
rockets were very crude indeed but the thrill of seeing cne of these tubes

streaking skyward will never be forgotten. In 1967 I avpplied for a spot with

1673 Laurel Road
Bellingham, Wash. 98225

Dear Mr, Jacebsom:

Thank you very much for your letter of November 29 telling me about
your Science Club at Meridian High School. This reply and my remarks
are for your club members, also.

The value in sending a man to the moon is not in the fact that men have
pow walked on the lunar surface however startling and almost unbelieve-
able that fact may be, The value of this accomplishment will be meas-
ured by its benefits to mankind and its contribution toward world peace

and prosperity.
Many of the benefits to mankind are already reality in the fields of

a team in an experiment dealing with six months confinment in a mock Man Orbital
Because of a
histery of diebestlies in my family I was unable to qualify., Since I will never

be able to be directly invelved with the space program then perhavs I can intessrest
others. I haops that you will be able to answer my request and assist me in devel-

Labortory at the Patric Edward Air Force Base in Dayten, Chio,

medicine, communications, navigation and earth resources, to name
only a few. I hope you will carefully study the literature I am enclosing
and determine for yourselves whether all the benefits and improvements
are and will be worth the expenditure involved. Our future space pro-

oping this interest.

grams will be in the hands of you and other students like you. Let me
most sincerely urge you to strive for the highest educational level
possible so that you will be prepared for whatever career you chooss.

Sincerely yours,
Original Signed By
'; TV vug' raun
Director

Enc: As stated
PA-E/cd 12-4-69
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Werhner von Braun

Thoughts and Memories

Hand written memories

“You were then... an inspiration.”

-~

Known around the world




A
Ueulo
ROBERT STAVER + Zugisess

121 PEPPER DRIVE = LDS ALTOS, CALIFORMIA 54027 =+ « D4E9234

17 September 1969

DIR 0cT 13 ®e9
i ‘II "
J'l.’.:: A&
Dr. Wernher won Braun = ? : 5
P.0. Box 6822 Titmer Lbf Mr., Robert
Huntsville, Alsbama e ; {i 121 Pepper Drive
Magsr- SEover Ordterpa Los Altos, California 94022
Dear Wernher: I~ el oy
e Ues | iTareidel lbniudly fee f‘_u-ni-. Jg /8 . Sewgirs m‘ gkl s ,n.‘ni Dear Bob:
Had you had your way, I am sure you would have been the 3 ot
astronsut first to set foot on the moon.-This would have been a ° x Your letter brought back a rush of memories frem days
deserving réwerd (as well as an unparslleled thrill) for your determ- T when the Peenemunde group ‘::'-m" the um“:!::l;“w
ined and enthusiastic drive of nearly 3 decades to send men on their éj to the United States. Many times during those early years I was
way to the moon and planets of our solar syatem, i fearful that the application of rocketry to space flight would
Congratulations For your moon-landing schievement.. I do sever be realined.
believe it was chiefly thru the fine efforts of you and your Peenemunde
team that this was possible, It seems a pity that your German group|() .,/ History favered us, however, and I want to thenk you for your kind
has not been publicly given the Pull credit that they deserve. St words of congratulations for Apollo 11, 1 think, p s that
recently suggested to Huzel that the time may now be appropriate for %" you might be placing too much emphasis in the contributions of the
someone of your group to begin preparation of materisl for a fully Cledel. Peenemunde group. I think that we got enough credit. Apollo 11
documented account of all your accomplishments. ues reafly was the result of an effort by literally hundreds of thousands of
pligurval ky persons all across the United States. Without the strong economy
I lock forward to future achievements of even grester note. inady, i of the United States and the determination and stremgth of its
In this connection, I esgerly snticipate a remarkable breakthru in hagre citizens, the space program would not be where it is today. It
propulsion systems that will meke possible vastly improved mobility = was a triumph of all the people.
and overall performance, As you know, these have been amply demon- =
strated for us sgain snd againm, Let us hope this happens while you I do agree with that the future bring achievements
and I sre still sround to marvel at this new capability, even greater lll'l:... 1 think that .m"::.. shuttle, the -Il:tlut:l.m.
(Pt nuclear propulsion modules and other standardized hardware concepts
I hope you and your family all enjoy excellent health,” Someday will be applied toward practical benefits for all A " . I

I hope to pass thru Muntsville to s Ee you and the others, but so far
you lie outside my flight path to New York and Europe. E!,r the by, ml;lz that we will be allowed to begin on the groundwork for

I visited Aiedel in Munich last summer, where he is enjoying semi-

retirement, He and Lotte are now enjoying & Mediterranean cruise. Thank you, egein, for writing.

Agein, I@nd my hearty congratulations to you and your team.

Sincerely yours,

Original Siﬂ"’d‘ By
Wernher ven Broun
Yours sincerely, Wernher von Braun

2t e
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P.0.Box 275
Cordova, Alaska
Feb. 15,1970

Dr. Werner won Braun

George C. Marshal Flight Center
Huntsville, Alabama

Dezr Dr. Von Brsun,

Some seversl years sgo--I believe 1t was 1n 1961, you

made & vigtt to the University of Alazsks during the summer.™
At that time I was a graduste stydent t._hg:-_u, and my young son-

my only living reletive=-gpent the aummer in Fairbanks,too.

When you were visiting the Unlversity, you were sbout to |

enter the Student Unlen Bullding,when you were greeted in German.
You paused, and a very young msn stepped to you, practleally
speechlesss with admirstion, sand shock hands. Over tLhe years
since, there 1s not mush that we could read In the papers that

the young man of that moment has not followed.

Why should I write to you now? It is oy oplnion, Dr. von Braun,
that all too often people are inelined te Bdwerlook acknowlsdge=
ment of small things that in some way have an effect on unknown
sgsociates. That moment of your warm hapdghske to my young sonj-

then only.eleven years old, was his moment of declsion.

From that day he has had one goal...wlth no deterrent to weaken
hig alm. That boy ,Ken Cowles, set out bn that day to become
involved in the Space Program. For a year or two, I thought this
might be a phase of hls youth, but as the years have gone by,

he has been all over the bush in Alseka in all mamner of alreraft,

and on his 16th birthdsy he qualified as & soclo pllot; the next

page 2.
year, he earned his private license, and lacks only a few hours
now as a commercial pileot. (It's wery expensive te de this in
Alsska, or he would have had hle commerclal rsting long sago).
In high scheel, hls counselors laughed at him when he told them
he wanied to be a military pilot, but he held toc his goal--deapite
a weak mathematlcs backgrcund from the bush achoola. He knew
he would not be ready for any military scademy upon the ecmpletion
of high school, so he entered the Unlversity of Alaska ,,having
been named as an slternate on theR.0.T.C. program. He was named
outetending Freshmen cadet, and qualifiled for & Falcon Foundation
Scholarship st a military academy prevsratory school. Currently,
then, he 1s attending the Millard School in Bandon,Oregon, whileh
courge of study will be completeion 7 March of this year.
At this moment,he seems a step neasrer his ultimate goal, for he
has two nominationa to the Air Force Academy, snd one to West Folnt
by Alaska members of the Senate and Congress. That does not assure
him of en eppointment, but at leaat he 1s on the rosd to his dream

of sc many years.

Ken was born in Switzerlend, and hls first 16 months were spent in
Germeny, whlch he has visited twice since then. The last vlisit was
as Internationsl Alr Cadet Exchange student under the Civil Air
Fatrol Cadet program. When Ken was at home for Christmas, he was
estimsting the year when men would lsnd on Mars, and said, "It

really might happen--that I'1ll go Mars." He is 19 years old now.

This week I resd in the Alaska newspapers that you have & new as-
slgnment, and 1t seemed to me that it would be an appropriate time
to tell you that in & passing mement of your life, a young boy
was committed for hle whole 1life. You were then, and are now, an

inspiration and ldeal, yes--perheps an ldol--and for what do we llwe,

Citation: Records of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration



page 3
i1f net to limprove our world for the coming generstlona?

48 a parent, I am grateful for that moment back ln 1961; as
an American, I am senslt¥e to your unlque snd gloricus talents;
as an educator (I.teach French and Journaliem) I wish most fer-
vently that all students could have inspirstions and 1ldeals

such ag you coffered my son.,

As a follow-up on that Falrbanks visit, would you find another

blt of tilme, to —wall a note to Ken to azsin confirm-his opinion

—

of you, and glve him a renswed y;aion? I would prefer that you
did not say that I asked you to 50 ao;lbut he will know thet I

had to have written to you, because you did not knew his name.

He has nbtkgﬂfathﬁr since he was two yesrs old, and he has nearly
lost his 1ife 1in a fire; in the Alaskan sarthguake at Seward,;and
again when the selemic wave of that day receded only a Tfew ysrds
from him.Three times, then, he has escaped even an injury 1n a
viclent situation; he commented on that one day--"I'm belng saved

for some purpose, that's for sure."

Thank you, Werner von Braun, for jJust being you.

Most respectfully,
J”é{{;/ﬂf’ "}}/{ (oetes

(Mrs J Florence M. Cowles

Ken's address until 7 Mareh 1970 -..after 7 March 1970

Kenneth M. Cowlss 1455 W. 25th Flage

Millard Schocl Anchorage , Alaska
Bandon, Oregen 97411 9502

Citation: Records of the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

exp! fromtier
1 take meny generations and will require many dedigated
persons such &8 you seem to be. I truly believe that men's progress

hgain, may I wish you the best in all your ambicions.

Sincerely yours,

Origina! Signed By
Wernher von Braun

PA=C:ACrisp:bw:3-13-70
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MNATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
GEDRGE C. MARSHALL SPACE FLIGHT CENTER
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35812

October 3, 1969

Dr. Wernher von Braun

Director

George C. Marshall Space Flight Center
MNational Aeronautics and Space Administration
Huntsville, Alabama 35812

Dear Wernher:

On December 15, 1969, our friend Rudolph Hermann will have his sixty-
fifth birthday. As you may know, Rudolph is presently traveling around
the world during his sabbatical year, visiting many of his colleagues and
former students, and giving lectures on high speed aerodynamics and
other flight and space-related subjects.

Some of his old and new friends in Huntaville have decided to send
Rudolph a big envelope with congratulatory letters for his birthday, If_
_you wish to participate by sending Rudolph a birthday greeting, I would
like to invite you to send it to Dr, K. O. Thompson, Assistant Director,

=
! | Research Institute, University of Alabama, Huntsville, Alabama, 35807,
not later than November 30.
"‘——_—-.-f-.ﬁ'
Sincerely yours,
PR i o, Errt—
- = LA Y e Ernst Stuhlinger
l dﬁj*{iﬁ- Associate Director for Science

Vea . Pease ‘|H'Jr' SOwsoue to

Unte & & rlcz“';cf}?fr_ ;Jf{;
Assoctabon. | A Hernacie
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Alahuma Museim of Natural Fistory

ATHESRPORATED )
WALTER 0. JONES. DiRECTOR £MonTUs

Geologiral Suruey of Alabama

WALTER B, JONES, Bvave OEoLosieT
mETINED

FREIGHT AND EXPRESS, TUscALOOSA. ALABAMS

August 11, 1969

Dr. Werner von Braun
Marshall Space Flight Center
Huntsville, Alabama 35800

Dear Dr. wvon Braun:

Enclosed please find a eclipping from the Sydney (Australia)
Morning Herald which I thought would be of interest to you. It
wag sent to me by a very lovely Australian lady, Miss Anna
Mackillop, whom I met during the war years, and with wvhom my wife
and I have corresponded regularly. It was thoughtful of her to
send the clipping to me, and I thought you should have it.

Incidentally, we had a cablegram from a friend in New Guinea
congratulating us on Apollo 11. It looks like the world was
waiting and hoping for such a thing.

With all good wishes, I am

Sincerely,

Enc.
L €C: Miss Anna Mackillep
Citation: Records of the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration




To the moon

He Mgetonseg Mg Hortd . ”W 769 |

MAN WHO BUILT THE BIRD

HUNMTSVILLE, Thurz-
day.—Five hondred miles
north-west of Cape Ken-
nedy on  the Tennesses
River, this old Alahama
colton town of Huntsville
gnce boasted it was “Water-
cress  Capital  of . the
World."™

The locals now call it

-:-raln Capital of the
niverse,

Why? Becauss it was
here that Dr Wemer von
Brauvn and his team of
German-born enginecrs
harnessed enough in
one rockel to send man to

Moo,

Hunisville, since 1950,
has been headquarters for
the Marshall ce Flight
Centre, onz of the three
muin divisions of the MNat-
jonal  Aeronautics  and
Space Administration.

Its director, Dr wvon
Braun, was assigned the
task of devising a rockel
powerful enough to launch
a spacecraft 1o the moon.
He did.

It was the Satumm V
which next week will zend
Armstrong, Aldrin  and
Caollins to the moon.

Houston,  headquarters
for the Manned Spacecrafl
Centre, designed the Apol-
lo spacecraft.  John
Kennedy Space Centre,
Cape Kennedy, built the

From Roy
Macariney

moonport to launch them
both oo their historic
journey.

In its way, Huntsville is

the quaintest of the three.

In 1950, 118 German-born
engineers descended upon
the old cottom town. It
hisn’l been the same singe.

These werg prized Cer-
man rocket experts from
Peenemunde, over-run by
American forces just be-
fore the Russians, and
whipped off to the United
States,  First they worked
at White Sands, New Mexi-
co, and at Fort Bliss, Texas,

Sauerkraut
Hill

Then  they  launched
America’s first missile from
Cape Canaveral—a captur-
ed V2—which von Braun
had pionecred at Peene-
munde eight vears before—
and setiled in Huntawville.

Today the Marshall
Space Flight Centre
{named after the saldier-
stalesman) emplovs more
than 7,000 workers. The
first, second and third
stages of Saturn 'V, the

world's largest rocket, were
designed, built and ground-
tesied here, in the heart of
the Deep South,

Of the original 118
German-born ENRINEErs
who invaded Huomsville
with  von Braun, more
than &0 are still working
with him in key positions.

Thiny more are work-
ing elsewhere in the U5,
15 returned to Euorope,
ning are dead. Only one
cotton mill remains in

Huntsville. Knockwurst |

marzipan and German beer

are on the grocery shelves, |

It iz one of the few Ameri-
can towns where you can
hear guitural English with
a Southern accent.

4 5Tyear-old von
Braun lives with his wife
and threg children in a
modest ranch-type house
close 1o a sma]il mouniain
that has been nicknamed
Sauerkraut Hill because so
many of the German en-
gineers settled there,

MNASA assigned von
Braun and his mginnm
the task of building @
rocket capable. of puiting
more than 135 toms im
¢arth orbit.

They came with &
rocket standing STOreys
tall, or 363 feet with the
Apollo spacecraft on top,

Dr VON BRAUN

Saturn V has a stack of Before  the
main engines, five in
the first stage alone

y gepe- workers in 20,000 factories ned
rating 7.5 million pounds

ilnnlrjbutad to the Saturn

When  the  towerin
31,000-ton rockel was tes
at Cape Kennedy in Mov-
ember, 1967, Von Braun
B STl ety s

F it is p
signed, it will fly.”

It did, with the usually

legmatic  German  who

as  devoled his life 1o
rocketry, orging.  “Go,
baby, go!”

Appetite
for space

Yon Braun has tried not
to dabble in politics in the
U.%i But he huf an finsa-
tinble appelite for space
exploration, and the funds
it takes,

Until recently, he spuor-
red the U.S. space effort by
replying “Russians,” when
asked what Amencans
would find when they got
to the moon. MNow he is
more confident that his
E:bnptcd country will be

rst.

On Wednesday next, he
will be at Cape Kennedy
to witness his sixth Saturn
V launch for the moon,
and at the Houvston Man-
Spacecraft  Cenire
when man attempls his
first landing.

T A T T T T N e e Y N S T S W L T i L S = Lok S T
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PERSONAL REPLY REQUESTED

Ir. W. von Braun
Marshall Space Flight Center
Huntgville, Alabama

September 18, 1969
Dear Dr. von Braung
I would like to ask you seme quastions about spase travel.
What do you think will be the-next step in space travel after
we land ofi Mars? Do you think that we will still be alive
when we have established a regular schedule for inter-planet-
ary travel? When man reaches Mars and other planets,would
we have space stations or would we have a supply depot an
the moon?

Dr. I would also like to know your feelings sbout the lunar
landing made last July, and also about further space flights.

Yours truly,

Kathy Jones

Citation: Records of the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
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Miss Kathy Jones
Z23BZ Bowers Avenue
Santa Clara, California 95051

AdOD QUOoDdIY

Dear Miss Jones: %7

Thank you for your letter of September 18. [ shall try to provide brief
answers to your several questions. ﬂﬁ

As to step in space travel after a manned Mars landing, I think
we on to explore the other planets. The Space Task Group's
Report to the President, which recommends our future goals in space,
calls for exploration of the solar system, with a manned landing on
Mars as the focal point for the immediate future.

I am sending a copy of the Report to the President, for your study.
If you are a young student, as [ suspect, you may want to ask your
teacher to help you interpret some of the material.

No, I den't imagine that I will live to see regular personal interplanetary
travel. But I should see the first such journey.

Your other questions on the possible use of space stations and lunar
bases are answered in the report, I believe.

Your final question concerned how I felt after the first lunar landing.
1was simply delighted. It was the realization of a lifelong fream. But
more than that, it was the beginning of a new age of man.

We certainly appreciate your interest in our work.
Sincerely yours,

Original Signed By
gmhu von Braun
ernher von Braun

Director

IhiJones:smh 9/29/69
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