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What is the Purpose of 
FamilySearch? 
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Help people connect with their ancestors 



Why Do We Do This? 

• The family is an 

essential part of our core 

values. 

• Connecting with our 

ancestors provides 

perspective, 

understanding and 

strength. 



Actively gathering, preserving, and 

sharing genealogical records 

Global Pioneer for Over 100 Years 
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Providing 
Records 



So How Do You Do This? 
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Online Access to the World’s Records 
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Negotiate Access 



Initiatives with NARA 
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CWCC – Civil War  

Conservation Corps 

June 1994 

Citizen Archivists 

1.28 million files 

100,000 file – March 2012 

50 year project! 

Partners: Fold3, FS, NARA 

 

Coroner’s 

Office letter 

and evidence 

 

  Pension file 

of Esther 

Springfield, 

Case File 

#38414. 
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Image Capture 

Past:  

Filmed in over 

100 Countries 

 

Present:  

200 filming 

projects 

in over 40 

countries 

 

 



Image Capture 

 Each year FamilySearch 

creates: 

– Over 40 million digital 

images 

– 20 thousand rolls of 

microfilm 
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Image Capture 

2011 

100,000 images  

captured weekly 

 

Totaling: 

308 million images 

364 million records 



Scan 

 

“Cut” into 

Images 

Check for 

Quality 

 

Convert to 

Digital 

 

Post Online 

Digital Conversion 



Over 2.4 million rolls of microfilm 

Over 1 million microfiche 

Over 3.5 billion images of family  

history records 

Increasing by over 40,000 rolls per year 

Preservation 

Granite Mountain Records Vault 

Where the Images are Stored 



Preservation 

Preservation Video 



I need records 

easily accessible  

online 

Records in a vault 

don’t do anybody 

any good 



Volunteers type 

information from digitized 

historical records 

This information is  

put on free searchable 

online indexes 

Indexing 



Indexing 
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Indexing Facts 

Number of active  

volunteers– Over 125,000 

 
Number of current 

projects – Over 125 

 
Number of names indexed 

per year – Over 300 million 

 
Number of languages  

available – Seven 

 

And Growing! 



Why Index? 
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  Provide meaningful service 

 

  Give back and pay it forward 

 

  It’s fast and it’s easy 

 

  No special skills are required 

 

  Can be done from home, or 

    any computer, 
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Mobile  
App 

Indexing apps for tablets and smartphones! 
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1940 U.S. Census Project 

• The 1940 U.S. Federal Census Community Project is a historic 
national service project to preserve and share the records of the 
“Greatest Generation” online. 

 

• A community of volunteers will immediately start indexing the 1940 
census records upon their release in April 2012 

 

• Index – online & always free and open access. 

 

• Individuals & societies 
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The Greatest Generation 
• The 1940 U.S. Federal Census is 

the largest, most comprehensive, 

and most recent record set 

documenting the 132 million people 

in the U.S. at that time. 

 

• Tens of millions of people living in 

the US in 1940 are still living today. 

 

• Many individuals in the 1940 census 

survived the Great Depression, 

fought in WWII, and sacrificed in the 

name of freedom. 
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132 million people were living in  

the 48 Continental United States in 1940. 



Rich & Unique Info 
• Standard questions: 

– Name, age, gender, race, 
education, and place of birth. 

•  New questions: 

– Who in the household responded to 
the census? 

– Did the person work for the CCC, 
WPA, or NYA? 

– What was the person’s income for 
the 12 months ending December 31, 
1939? 

• Other information: 

– Where people lived 5 years before 

– Highest educational grade achieved 

– Detailed income and occupation 
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National Archives and Records Administration  
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Start indexing today 

• Go to the1940census.com 
 

• Download the indexing software. 
 

• Launch the indexing software. 
 

• Register with a FamilySearch 
Account. 
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Working together, we’ll make history! 

http://the1940census.com/society/
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Online Access 

As soon as images 

become available, 

FamilySearch puts 

them online at 

FamilySearch.org.  

 

Most of the images 

are indexed, some 

are not but you can 

still usually find the 

records you want. 
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Online Access 

> 1000 Collections 

from over 50 countries 

 

Nearly 3 Billion Names 

in a Searchable 

Database  
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Online Access 

 

District of Columbia Records so far… 

5 Collections 

 

1,475,357 Records 

All Indexed  
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Online Access 

 

Virginia Records 

12 Collections 

 

7,317,746 Records 

956,071 Image Only 
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Online Access 

 

Records added to FamilySearch 

in the first 17 days of  

February 2012 

 

31,699,163! 
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Providing 
Leadership, 
Expertise, & 
Standards 



Providing Leadership, Expertise, and 
Standards 
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Leadership 

Genealogical 

Research 

Record 

Linkage 

Imaging 

Preservation 

Technologies 

Crowdsources 



Providing Leadership, Expertise, and 
Standards 
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Expertise 

Technical 

Expertise 

Training  

Seminars 

Participation 

in International 

Standards 

Associations 



Providing Leadership, Expertise, and 
Standards 
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Standards 

Develop  

and share 

standards for  

digital images 

Developed 

GEDCOM 

 

A Uniform  

Format for  

Exchanging 

Computerized 

Genealogical Data 
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Providing 
Research 

Assistance 



Providing Research Assistance 
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Family History 

Library Catalog 
FamilySearch/ 

Family History Centers 

FamilySearch 

Wiki Forums 
Global Service 

Organization 

https://www.familysearch.org/consultant/


Family History Library Catalog 
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Over 3.5 billion 

images of family  

history records 

Cataloged Made available in 

the Family History  

Library Catalog on 

FamilySearch 



Family History Library Catalog 
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Find the records 

you want 
Order the microfilm 

online 

View the records 

at a family history 

center 



FamilySearch Center  
(Family History Center) 

 

The world’s largest 

genealogy library located in 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Access to a collection of 

over 2.5 million microfilms 

from over 100 countries.  

 



FamilySearch Center  
(Family History Center) 

 

Free public access to records from 

the Family History Library 

 

Nearly 4700 centers worldwide 

(14 in DC Metro area) 

 

Free personal help with your 

family history 

 

Free classes, conferences 

 

Washington DC FHC 

Kensington, MD 

 



FamilySearch Center  

Free access to 

Premium 

Subscription 

Websites 

 



FamilySearch Portal 
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FamilySearch.org: Learn  

Wiki   

Online  

Encyclopedia 

 

Launched 2008 

 

 



FamilySearch Wiki 
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Sharing 

genealogical 

knowledge from 

around the world 



FamilySearch Wiki 
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Find out what 

historical records are 

available in localities 

around the world 

 

Learn how to access 

those records 

 

Learn research 

strategies 



FamilySearch Wiki Facts 

New pages added each day – 40 

 
Number of times a page is edited – 7.2 

Number of page views – >110 million  
(at current rate, add 1 million additional page views daily) 

Number of volunteer contributors – Thousands 

Number of registered users – 132,326 



Wiki 
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Learn to 

research 

 

Share what 

you know 

 

Collaborate 

with others 

 

 



Wiki Sample 
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Specific Areas 

of Help 

 

This section 

gives 

strategies and 

other resources 

to find 

information 

that can 

substitute 

for destroyed 

courthouse 

records 



Wiki Country Page: Ireland 
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Contributions by 

researchers 

 

Up-to-date info 

 

Pages grow as info is 

added 

 

Anyone with FS account 

can add/edit 

 

All changes reviewed 



Wiki: Forums 
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2,000 registered volunteers worldwide 

Collaborate 

Get assistance 



Forums 
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Wiki: Forums 
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Begin or Join a Group: 

Surname 

Locality 

Subject 



Wiki: Forums 
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Online Research Courses 



Online Research Courses 



Online Research Courses 
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Over 400 courses 

FS YouTube videos 

Handouts/Podcasts 

 

Beginning & experienced 

levels 

 

Taught by experts worldwide 

 

Language assistance 

Word guides 

Research Guides 

 States 

 Countries 

 Topics 



Global Service Organization 

Free global service 

organization with over 70,000 

volunteers. 
 

They provide needed local 

and online support for the 

genealogical community. 

24/7 live assistance. 



Global Service Organization 
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Call toll-free  

1-866-406-1830  

 

Chat online 

 

E-mail at 

support@familysearch.org 
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Recent 
FamilySearch 

Initiatives 



Recent FamilySearch Initiatives 
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1940 Census 

 

Civil War Project 

 

Italian Records and  

Research 

 

RootsTech Conference 
 



1940 Census 
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April 2, 2012 digital  

Images of the 1940 

Census will be available 

for indexing. 
 

FamilySearch and others 

will coordinate efforts to immediately  

start indexing these records.  

 

They will then be searchable online  

with free and open access. 



 
Commemorating the 150th Anniversary  

of the Civil War 

 New Civil War Resources at  

    FamilySearch.org/CivilWar: 

  

– Stories and histories of local regiments 

– Profiles of famous Civil War figures 

– Millions of free Civil War era records 

  

 

 



Civil War Project 
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Italian Records and Research 
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FamilySearch will be 

working with the Italian 

government to acquire the 

rights to access and index 

more than 250 million 

additional records. 

 

One billion names. 



Roots Tech Conference 
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Get Involved and Give Back 
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FamilySearch provides free access to: 

• Nearly three billion names 

• Billions of images 

• Local family history centers 

• Global service organization 

• And much more 

 What can I do to give back? 

 

 



Get Involved and Give Back 
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Index! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Get Involved and Give Back 
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Contribute to the 
Wiki  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Share your 

knowledge, 

expertise and 

time with the 

world. 



Get Involved and Give Back 
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Participate in 
Forums 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



“Collaboration, cooperation are the 21st 

century keys to success.  

 

Organizations must collaborate and 

cooperate.  

 

Records preservation and access is at the 

core of 21st century genealogy.” 

 
Curt Witcher 

Historical Genealogy Department Manager,  
Allen County Public Library 
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Global initiatives: 

Connecting people to 

their ancestors 
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