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Subject Index to INS Correspondence files, 1906-1957 (NARA Microfilm T-458) 
 
NARA’s 31 reel microfilm publication T-458 is a general index to Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) correspondence and related to policy and administrative subjects. The index provides reference to 
several INS record series which operated between 1906 and 1957, but it is primarily an index to the INS 
correspondence files known as the “56,000 series,” which today is Entry 9 of RG 85 (NARA ARC Identifier 
559947 / MLR Number A1, 323, A1, 9-A). T-458 is not a name index. Individual names may appear under a 
subject heading, but only when the alien’s case raised question about the subject. Many individuals who 
appear in the files are not listed in the index. 
 
The index contains references to several file types, not all of which are available from the National 
Archives. Below are the sample file numbers for the most common file types found in the index: 
 
Sample File Number Record Series 
53305/499, 52344-468 Subject and Case Correspondence of the INS (“56000 Series”) 

[Immigration 1906-1957, and Nationality ca. 1933-1957, RG 85, Entry 
9].  Archives I, DC 
 

500/2, 23/54467, 106799/500 Administrative Files Relating to Naturalization (Bureau of 
Naturalization Correspondence Files), 1906-1946 [Nationality, RG 85, 
Entry 26 and additional entries].  Archives I, DC 
 

2873-P-29476,  
2551-D-66264 

INS Petition Files (P) and INS Declaration Files (D). Not Available, 
though court numbers (to the left of the P or D) may help 
researchers locate the court copy of a declaration or petition (e.g. 
court 2873 = The Court of Common Pleas at Gaffney, NC). Court 
number translations are available on the NARA microfilm 
publication M203: Directories of Courts Having Naturalization 
Jurisdiction, 1908-1963. 

C-349852 Naturalization Certification Files (C-Files). Files for 1906-1956 
available through the USCIS Genealogy Program. 
 

A-40552314 Alien Files/A-files. Files numbered below 8 million (A8000000) and 
documents therein dated prior to May 1, 1951 available through 
USCIS Genealogy Program. 
 

R-32145 Registry Files. Available through USCIS Genealogy Program. 
 

 
Note:  
Not all file types that appear in the index are described here. Questions about other citations may be 
directed to the USCIS History Office (uscishistory.library@dhs.gov). More information about all of the files 
listed above may be found at www.uscis.gov/history and genealogy.  
 
Access: 
The T-458 microfilm index (31 reels) is available at the National Archives in Washington, DC and from LDS 
family history centers.   
The fee-based genealogy website www.ancestry.com has placed a digitized and name-searchable copy 
of the index online: http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=1946.   
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