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COMPLAINT
-

WhBC BROADCAST

Gentlemen: ‘ ' ' ‘

To avoid
a reoccurrence

of
a very grave

and serious

situation.that developed in this community last night,

due to the public1s misinterpretation of the broadcast

through.WhBC at about 8:15, dramatizing H. G. Wells'

"war of the'Worlds■, which completely crippled
com?

munication facilities of
our

Police Department for

about three hours, I
an

requesting that
you

immediaten

ly make
an

investigation and do everything possible

to prevent a reoccurrence.
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The situation.was
so

acute that two thousand phone

calls
were

received in about two hours, all communica-

tion lines
were

paralyzed and voided normal municipal

functions. If
we

had had
a

large fire at this time it

could have easily caused
a more

serious situation.

Tremendous excitement existed
among

certain
areas of

this community and
we were

receiving constantly long

cistance phone calls from
many states making inquiries

of relatives and families thought to have been'killed

by the catastrophe that
was

included in the play.

i":
'r

si
r-

i
J

"I

I
can

conceive of
no

reason.why the
name

of Trenton

and vicinity should have been used on.this broadcast.

The State Police
were

equally handicapped and it is

indescribable the seriousness of this situation.

Your prompt attention will be appreciated.

Verij§puly yours,‘f
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Federal Commieations
Comiesion

Washington, D. C.

44-3 WAR OF
THE wow ■e

Gentlemen:

I have read oonsiderable oonoerning the

program
of Orson Welles presented

over
the Columbia

Broadoasting System Sunday evening. I
uppose

that by

this time
you

have reoeived
may

letters from
nmeereus

oranks and oraok-pot who quickly beoame jitter-bugs

during the program.
I

was one
of the thousands who

heard this program
and did not jump out of the

did not attempt suieide,
did—not break

my arm
while

beat■
a

hasty retreat from
EMT—apartment,

did not

antieipate a
horrible death, did not hear the Misha

“rapping
on w

chamber door", did—Fit
see the masters

landing in war-like regalia in
the—'p—ark

aoross
the

street

,

but set serenely entertained
no end by th fine

portrayal of e
fine play.
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The “Heroury Theatre" has been one
of the

radio high—lights ofnthe week for
me

this fall. The

program
Sunday, I felt,

was one
of their better programs.

Should your
oomission eontesnp‘late serious

measures
toward the Columbia Broadoasting System

my

suggestion would be that the "Mereury Theatre“ be direeted

to re—broadoast this program
and the reaotion of all the

listening audienoe be solioited.

In the interest of
a

oontinuation of the

fine things in. radio today, I
am,

Very respeetfully
yours,
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1 am
in the State

dministratire
offioe of the South

*

Dakota State Employment Sewiee and every mentor of
our

staff who heard the program
subsori‘bes to what I have had to

533'.


