


Note on J. 	L. iawson - from Conversation 

Ri th  Sam Goudsmit 

Nuclear physic is t  a t  Michigan. Did b r i l l i a n t  work i n  Nuclear 

Physics. B u i l t  a f - r ay  spectrograph,f i rs t  t ha t  r e a l l y  worked. His act -  

u a l b o s s  was a dope, so Sam fathered him along and worked with him a l o t .  

He got  h i s  degree a t  Michigan a few years before and was kept on with rank 

of i n s t ruc to r  t o  do research. Sam defended him when other people wanted 

t o  l e t  him go. H e  was not  "popular socia l ly"  with the other physic is ts ,  

b u t  when Sam pinned them down about t h e i r  objections,  they had t o  admit 

they had nothing de f in i t e .  

Lawson's hab i t  of wandering around the  l a b  and prying i n t o  the 

work of other people has resu l ted  i n  many bene f i t s  t o  the laboratory work, 

b u t  had rubbed a l o t  of people the  wrong way. For example he got on very 

badly with the  B r i t i s h  on h i s  t r i p .  H e  i s  extremely g i f t ed  bu t  he ' s  "some-

times wrongu. The Lawson l i n e  was not too much of 2 success, and annoyed 

workers occasionally dubbed it the  "lousy l i n e u  o r  the n loss (y)  l i n e n .  

Sam mentioned "somebody" leaving the  lab.  because of Lawsonfs 

hab i t  of charging i n  and taking over other people's work. 



Sam Goudsmit Apri l  5, 19.44 

Larry Marshall - did  good work -
everybody i n  England had a good word t o  say to  him, DuBridge found. 

Removed so l e ly  because he-wouldn't work well  with Bidenour. 

4 men a r e  t o  share job of v i s i t i n g ,  repor t ing on a l l  projects .  Sam 

t r i e d  t o  see everything - saw very l i t t l e ,  though he t rave l led  a i l  the time. 

Laboratory - id same v i l l age  of ~ id l and ' a s  ADIIDE. 

Work i n  b r i ck  huts ( severa l  of them) - towers f o r  spinners. Live i n  

nearby Hotel, s t i l l  occupied by a few old l ad ies .  Food bad. 

Most of work i s  done i n  the  f i e l d  a t  a i r  f i e l d s  o r  coas ta l  s ta t ions .  

Loafing i f  a t  home. 

Men away most of t i ne  i n  the  f i e l d ,  working with Army - a l s o  t ra in-  

ing ,  doing a l o t  of t ra ining.  Not enough emphasis on it. 

NDRC o f f i c e  useful  - does a l l  orders. 

Projects:  H2X, Aspen, Beacons, and MEN ( f o r  f igh te r  control )  - uses very secret .  

Aspen t rouble  -

ttCrackpots" e.g. development men (even Teiss)  had t o  be ban+ nff fh= f l ~ l i n o  

f i e l d s .  Too much meddling and changing of s e t s .  Lack o 

&spen program - ground s e t s  wrong work. 

Small amount of microwave equipment observable i n  UK. 

Need of educating users -

Generals,'Colonels & Majors - Majors and Captains b e s t  r 


too high - usually administrat ive o f f ice rs .  


By work i n  f i e l d  we a r e  doing some of it already. 


Need of more equipment of the  kind we have. More systems a r e  

no t  over. 
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April 11, 1944 

Sam Goudsmit - s t i l l  very fresh from England - agrees with Rabi 

'almost completely: although he says some measurement work should be done, 

none i s  being done (except Sambo - Columbia Hadiation Lab .) Kerrl s work 

lluseless". Lawson1s llunimportantll. Too man; systems are  being worked 

on. 

Lawson d id  best  work i n  ear ly days. Tra.ining movies, t ra iners  

a r e  neglected. Sam disapproves of "selling" use of movies, of "over-sell-

ing" . 
Sam says Alvarez only or iginal  mind - only one to  make original 

contributions. Otherwise a l l  our fundamental ideas are  Br i t i sh .  Story 

of H2X movie - very bad - booed by the boys. 

Sam agrees "crash" movies a re  very important. 


