
On October 8 ,  1941 Dr. 3% 0. Xa.wsnoe, who had aoms east for  cs 

Microwlzve C o d t t e e  meeting t o  be kelQ i n  Washin&an on October 17 and 18, 

o m  to Hmmrd and eomd& out Professor BdnbriBgs shut his willingness 

to undertake some inportant secret resessoh, Ha was, he ~ d d ,embarking on 

a tour s f  important universit2as to  pick out key men f o r  the Job; these, in 

turn, wem to propose the w e e  of f a m  o r  s i c  o t h ~ r s  whom they reeomend8hi. 

fo r  the work. These men, 3, 0. krearae @aid,were, to go to a central. lab-

oratory, as yet undesignatd, whem they would be fmilirrrisetl with the 

principal problems, After a brief y+riod of traidng, they woula then re-

turn t o  the i r  rsqeativo, instlCutions to undertake n atslsofed portion of" %he 

erecre't problem, 

On Ootaber 14, Dr. Bainbsidec?,went to Yew Yo&, where he a 

dfacusslon with R. 0. L,aktr@nced Alfred Loonia on tho cshracter of the 

secret nfcrowave progmun, On Oetobas 16 Balnbridgats ol.eawce, which had 

been a r m @  for  much cset~lisrw%thouthis knowledge, Sirn3.Q oma thro* 

and on tho o m e  hs l e f t  for Washington with Loonis and hw~encs ,  On the 

17th of October they visi ted ?mZwhare Bafmhridr:a learrled far the f i r s t  time 

of the ?TavtB r a d h  (EBt~ction deflce8. A meeting of the Efiarm~eCornnittee 

wns held at IOtOO AJl, of the 18th at the Came& Xnstitntion of %shin&on, 

D a b r i d g e  w%s pre~lenta d  E. O, Rowen OR the BngUsh XBalsion ?resented his  

recon--.lendatdonsm d  tqmcificatians fo r  lbcm AX, A t  this r;aeeF%ngthere wqs 

much caSaeus~~flonns to  who should be sse2ecrted as direator of the microsrave 

hbomtory,  Lawrence himself was proposed, but he ref"lxeed, PeePinp; that he 

b d  too mmy conun%tmcmfs i n  Berkelqy with his cyabtran davelopont , and kres 

anyys%odtho nmns of Dr. b e  DtiBridg~).  There Was d m  an astended discussion 



as t o  where %ha, proposed labo~atorystaanLd be laoatad, Zt waa not propored 

t o  builil a nmr bullding, but t o  use the axfstine faa i l l t ies  of some i nd i tu -

Bfw, Xb w m  f i r s t  rmggesBad that the larboraOorg be p l ~ s d  in the &!u%e&6 

InsSitution of Washingtoats IltspLarirmawO of  Terrest r ia l  Magnetism on Braad  

Brtm,ch Rasd i n  WaaMn&tB, This was place within thethe most a ~ m u p r i ~ t e  

CarnegWis orwizat ion,  %r a nudear research lasrrter wets being establfahad, 

them. A q r c l a t m  building had jtrrst b w m  oompletdl, though the oyclotsan 

itself hail not been inetalled. It m e  also pointed out that the laboratory 

sbaf.8 if  p6ssible be near an Amq or Nary a ld ie ld ,  and Bal l ing Field was 

suggest& Dr. Bush was nob favorable fa  he,od.ng the labaratorg on B r a d  

Branoh Road, ahisfly mama he f e l t  them was not anang$1 $pace. B o l l i q  

Field* on the 0%- hand, waa out by %he + e ~ ynntura of the 1 R O 8 a  oontmc?bd. 

paat iess ,  where the labamtory aould onky be csst tfp by meanrr of s eontra~f 



lacstme and there was a M.I.T. meeting of the &otn%a aonnitteca, where L21e 

prablam8 of qme,  of ao~rfsand of personnel were thorou&hly gone avw. 

tlve in  arelectlng the personael* In%u&ingnew members, makfng salary ammqp 



for  an initia3, rllsmssion of pnlss eysltsms, The dstailer of the wbrk of %ha 

Purser Group from thts paint on can best,be reconafrtlietad f r o m  the rapa*s 

and from the noteboaka of the members of the group, Dr, Bainbridge. in  his 

oonve~setion neverthelee noted some high points. He rsasllsd that in
3 

aocorbae  w i t h  the general leiboreitory pererannel pb?tcg, his group was cam-

poarsd of' physialste, not radio @ e m .  It was inevitable, ezs Bainbridm 

to  assign oredif for  developments in which wernns  had a part, He pofntsd 

out, however, tbt Dr. Street was, R t ~ e ra e  he put it, ta of etrengthu for 

the group. It wae Street who wrgedt the use of a pula&-forming fine and who 

invent& the boot at* type of cathode fo3lawer oirauit, He clonaidered tl-d 

Drmnin&on and WhltforBte d m l o p m b  of sn o x f b  eathod* ontpt tube which 

la te r  leB to the 71% was a deoelc5pnent of aonsidareble %~ox%~Mo.  The 

earlfeat sets used on the roof were a Westinghause pulser using the stroba- 
1 -

tron that was the first tube conp1etaB by the group, A mnth or so ZstW, 

~angemtmtswere made with the Raythean Company to buila the f imt five 

improved p l se r s .  Bainbridge conafders his cha%cerof ?&heon a mcokdcb.. 

tion that he $8 very proud of i n  the lieht of  their sn'bseauant oontributiona 

t o  the work of' the kboratory. The mi&mering of the &@heon pulser was 

the work of S, Ooak. A s  eoqleted, i t  inaQnxdedthe pulee-forming line, 

Kanner's thymtron mt-off eLnd Street*$boo* strap driver. 

Dr. Bainbridgej remained as head of the Pulmer Group unt i l  PPebma- 

ar$ ,1941. About th is  tiime, ha wae des imted  t o  go t o  FIngland as the 

laboratorgt' s first sepresentative, For severel we&s badore Me departure 

1,; 




