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· SUBJECT-: . _COMMENTS ON AHMUNITIOH SHORTAGE 
: l. • . FOLLOWING IS EXCERPT FROM CIA 601+336, EAST ASIAN 

B~IEF -151/71+, DATED 1 OCTOBER, WHICH- WAS SENT TO A 
-NUMBER · OF MILITARY ADDRESSEES AND EXECUTIVE SRANC~ 
AGENCIES.-- 0,THOUGH-NOT TO "SAIGON, 

... 
' "SOUTHVIETNAM: THE RECENT CUTBACKS IN THE USE OF 
ARTILl..ERY BY .GOVERNMENT. FORCES--PARTL.Y AS .A RESULT Or 
LESS COMBAT-ANDPARTLYAS A RESULT OFORDERS TO CON-
SERVE .SUPPLIES·--HAVE NOT YET LED TO-_HIGHER - CASUALT!ES OR 
THE LOSS OF -SIGNIFICANT NEW. TERRITORYTO THE COMMUNISTS. 
THE REDUCTION IN FIREPOWER, HO~EVER,HAS MADE THESOUTH 
VIETNAMESE MORE· WILLING TO ABANDON ·REMOTE OUTPOSTS AND 
HAS. ·coNTRIBUTED TO MAKING THEM LESS AGGRESSIVE : rN THEIR 
OPERATIONS TO RETAKE LOST GROUND. 

RECENTREPORTS !NDICATED· GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE NOW 
USING ONLY TWO THIRDS AS MUCH ARTILLERYAS THEYDID 

�-
IN THE 

SUMMER, GOVERNMENT-_EXPENDITURES DECLINE IN EACH OF
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,THE _PAST THREE· WEEKS, AND DURiNG THE THIRD.· WEEKCF 
SEPTEMBER, THE .SOUTH-.VIETNAMESE USEDJUST-OVER 60, o·oo 
 ART I Ll.ERY ROUNDS COMPAREDTO A. WEEKLYAVERA~ OF .. 
AJ:lPROXIMATELY 90,000 ROUNDSIN JULY ANDAOGUST, THE ·... : . . .·· . . . ... . . 

-~~~~~~.:0;~~~NET~c~~~~r~~ ~;s~~t~~: p1·~TM~~-I~~y .. 
REGION 2, FOR EXAMPLE,.THE GOVERNMENTREDUCED·.. · 
EXPEND.ITURES.BY HALF, AND :IN THE PROVINCES SURROUNDING 
 SAIGON, THE 

.• 

CUTBACK AMOUNTED·· TO 
I 

SOME 
• 

85 PERCENT •.

THE FIGHTING HAS.BEEN FAIRLY INTENSE IN THE NORTHERN 
SECTOROF THE COUNTRY,ANDTHE GOVERNMENT'SUSE OF 
ARTILI..ERY..THEREHAS.NOTDECLINED MUCH. IN THE DELTA, 
THE 'SOUTHVIETNAMESEHAVE BEEN USING SLIGHTLY MORE 
ORDNANCE·.Tr-lAN EARLlER. 

. . . . ON A .COUNTRYWIDE BASI , 
USED FAR HORE -ARTILLERY MUNITIONSTHAN"THE'COMMUNISTS. 
DURING THE .~AIRLY INTENSE FIGHTlNG DURINGJULY AND
AUGUST, THE GOVERNMENT FIRED APPROXIMATELY 300 SHELLS·FOR
·EACH COMMUNIST ROUND. THIS RATIO-~WHICHEXCLUDES THE . 
ROCKETS ANO MORTARS BOTH SIDES USED HEAVIL.Y--DOES NOT 
A~PEAf.2-:TO HAVE-CHANGED MUCH IN .. RECENTWEEKS.

BOTH SIDES MAY SE HUSBANDINGTHEIR RESOURCES FOR 
THE NEXT GOOD. FIGHTING·SEASOli -IN EARLY 1975. FOR 
THE!~ PART, THE COMMUNISTS.POSSESS HUNDREDS OF 'ARTILLERY 
WEAPONSAND TANKS AS WELL AS LARGE STOCKPILES OF 
MUNITIONSWHICH THEYHAVE·BROUGHTIN ·SINCE THE CEASE-·. 
FIRE, 'BUT THEY· HAVE USED·. THIS HEAVY EQUIPMENTSPARINGLY•. 
THECQMMUNISTSARE ESTIMATED TO HAVE SUFFICIENT SUP- . 

PLIES ON HAND IN THE SOUTH TO SUSTAIN 'THEIR FORCES FOR 
:-AT·'l.EAST A YEAR·ANOA HALFAT TH£ 1972 RA TE OF 
CONSUMPTION. 

MOST REPORTING INDICA 
DO NOT HAVE A SHORTA~ OF AMMUNITION. ACCORDING TO A
RELIABLE SOURCE, A RECENT SOUTH VIE1N~MESEJOINT GENERAL 

E STAFF'STUDY INDICATED THAT GOVERNMENTSTOCKPILESAS OF TH
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END· OF AUGUST .WOULD LAST MORE THAN SIX MONTHS AT THE 
REL:A.TIVEL Y HEAVY- EXPENDITURE RATES OF. juLY AND AUGUST 

 :~~- .. ~:g~!s~~oc~~~~~~A~ivi~s~t~T~~~HER 1972 RATE. THESE
,: .... 

THE SOUTH VIETNAM.ESE EFFORTS TO CONSERVE MUNITIONS 
ARE DIRECTED.AT FORCING GOVERNMENt·TROOP.S TO BECOME· 
ACCUSTOMED .·To FIGHTING WITH LESS SUPPORT FROM THE us. ANO 
·c:REATING A FAVORABLE IMAGE IN THE. US SY. DEMONSTRATING . 
THAT .THEY ARE MAKING MAXIMUt-4-·usE OF THE SUPPORT BEING
-GIVEN~ . A NUMBEP- OF sou:n+ VIETNAMESE" MILITARY 'LEADERS 
.EXPRESSED STRONG RESERVATibNS .. ABOUT 'THE CUTBACK~ 

TIA!..LY .AND CLAIMED THAT-THE'( WOULD HAVE' A 

MENTAL ·IMPACT ONTHEIR PERFORMANCE IN 'THE-FIELD • 
THEIR ·FEARS ,APPEAR TO HAVE ~EN SOMEWHAT. 
GG£RA TED •. ".. ·. · . . 

2·. WEHAVE SEEN INF'ORMED THAT ABOVE ITEM. WAS BASED . 
ON· 'A SEPTEMBER 28. NAT I ONAL . INTELLIGENCE BULLETIN REPORT, 
I.E., IT REPRESENTS A COORDINATED WASHINGTON 
INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT. ·

.3. 'WOULD APPRECIATE MISS I ON COMMENTS • KISS'INGER 
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