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Dear Mr ~ f~Jf.~an: 

i This is ~~e to your· letter of January/ 2, 1976, 
· \ requesting that your staff be permitted to see the minutes 

\ of a November 6, 19 70 National Security Council meeting 
~ called to discuss policy options with respect to Ch.ile. 

Uur letter indicates th.at the Select Committee feels this 
essential 11to complete its inquiry into U.S. involvement 
Chile, and th.e assassination question. 11 

----;.unlike the NSC materials previ~p~y provided tO the Select 
Committee in these and relateq /areas, the record of the 
November 6, '1970 m·eeting -/·actually entitled "Memorandum 
of Conversation - NSC Meet;i'ng - Chile (NSSM 97}' 1 -- is 

· in fact a virtually verbatirri transcript of a candid discussion 
. I . . 

of policy options betwee9' the President and his closest · 
advisers, including th.e/Vice President, the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary Ql Defen.se, . the Assistant to th.e President 
for Natio.nal Security/Affairs, th.e Director of Central 
Intelligence, the Director of Emergency Preparedness, and 

/ . 
others. As such.~/ the~eniorandum of Gonver§?-tjon is in that 
category of mate'rialsJConstitutionally protecti-~against dis­

1 

closure to ano}her brench of government. Co,Mequently, I 
am unable to.~ accedeAo your request that Select Committee 
staff be per:rriitted to review th.e Memorandum of Conversation. 

I . 

Committee staff members have informed us that they are 
particularly inte.rested in any reference in th.e minutes of this 
meeti~g to an assassination of Allende. I can assure you th.at 
ther,e' is no statement of any k . 1d in th.ese minutes wh.ich could 

be· inte rpretc·d· as o any assassination of Allende. 
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There is, how ver, a document prep<.red for the uso/of 
the Director Central Intelligence ir briefing this;NSC 
meeting ~hich ! cfCI s to the assassination of A rrry/ com­
mander Rene Schneider. We are prepared to nyike this 
briefing paper available to appropriate Committee staff 
on the understanding that there will be no re}/ase or . 
disclosure of the information without our permission. 

As you know,,Natio.n~l Security Decisi~Jemora~s.J._J 
No. 93, a copy of wh1ch ha been prov1ded to theJCom- · - ­
mittee, repo~ts tb.e decisio s reached

1 

at the November 6, 

1970 NSC me.tting. i . ..· 
t . . 
ii ery truly yours, 
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j.f·/' Philip W. Buchen 
.. ---;/~----·--·- -- ..--~­ Counsel to the President 
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The Honorabie Frank Church 
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