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SUBJECT: · · Senate Select 'committee Plans f.or 


I , 
Open Hearing on Covert Activities in Chile 


. . ., 

. ~ 
'J,"he Senate Select Conunittee ii1te1\ds to hold an open session on 

' 

the range of CIA covert acti~ities in Chile ;f1·om 1'964 to the pres~nt. The · 
. 	~ : . 

I i ' 

hearing is · intended as a case study on covert activities and is tl~e only one 

of ite kind scheduled for an open h~a~ing• .. :.:. 

The CIA has been asked by the.Committee to declassify certain 

I 	 . ' 

.facts (Attachment A) £or the proposed public heal'ing. The Committee 
' . 	 . . 

plans ·on calling tw~ witnesse8i · David Phillips, CIA's former head of 

.e 
 ' I I ' ' ' 


" .. 

the Latin Am.erica. Division of the Dire'ctorate of Operations and Ambassador . 
. 	 i ' I . . 

• 	 I 

Korry who had been stationed iu Chile £rom 1967 to 1971. In addition to 
·.I 

I . ' 

declassification o£ the facts obtained £rorn CIA files, the Senate Select 

Committee also wishes to quote f1·om. certain classified Nationallntelligence 
' 	 i I 

Eetimates in an effort to prove that Allende was not cons idered to be a .threat 

. 	 ' 

to the democratic proceeses o£ Chile. No .other classified documentation 
, • r 	 ' 

. . . i . 	 . . 
ha.s been requested !or the heari11g. The CIA has been advised that i£ the 

I ' • 'j . ' ' ' . : : ~ . " ' . I 

DCI wish~s to appea~~ ... the Co~mittee wo~ld hear his testimony. 
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At the 28 October Executive Sessi.on of the 	Senate Selett Com
• 	 I . ' ! ' ' ' ! ' 

' ; '· !. 

mittee, strong objections were raised b)r the DCI to holding a. public 
. , . . . .· . , I 

: . . . . , . . . I . ·. 

.aession on this subject. The Chairm.an wishesto be advised as to · 
' ' ' . . .. '.· '· ·, .· . ; i ·, . . \ · .. ;) . . . 

whether or not the CIA will ~oin.ply with the' reque~ts of the sse. 

Reasons for Opposing Open Hearing: . If . 

: j 


'fhe a.r~utl:fen,t that much information about the .. Agencyrs activities 
' o I ' ' 	 ' 

I . · ·. · , , · I· 	 :, · 

in Chile has already appeared p\lhlicly fails' to take account of the important 
. I 

' i 

distinction between unofficial reporting, rum<;>rs and allegations .and the 

o!ficial veri!i¢ation: of, !acts ~hich would be 'the .result of public heai•ings 
· . : · I 	 · · · i . 

. . ' . 

b~sed on declassified docmnents and te~thi1ony. 

:People 'other than ·employees' inclllding u. s ~ citizens (lnd 

companies as well .as foreigners who cooperated willingly with the Agency, 

could be exposed and become subject to ha1·assment or even threat of 

physical violen~e. The con!irn'lation of CIA covert acti\rities in Chile 
i ., I ' ' ' : · . I ' ' 

would doubtless lead to the identificatio~ of highly placed political leaders 
. . 	 . ! 

of Chile who we have aasist~d over the yea1·s :. ' !n particular !ornier 
.Q 
~ · . . . 

t"i President Eduardo Frei, whose election 	in 1964 we contributed to and 
c 	 ! 

.~ 
'E whose tacit participation 1 1in l97o xnay be di_vulged. rn 
"' ...0 
~ addition, there are a number of other political leaders who received CIA 
~ . 1 : I 

. . i ' 
' ' 
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support who might be identified. . .;·. 

.; I , . 

Declassi:ncation of the facta or the appeara1ice of the Director 


at an open hearing testifying to adeclassified .series of events in a covert . 

I ,. ' 

. action operation would have the .folloWi.n~ adver.se l'esults: 
' ' . ' . . . . ! 

l. ·. It would establish a preced.ent that would be 

seiZed. on by the Congres a. in the future .to hold additional 
. ~..

I(·. 
. . !ope~ h~arings on covert action. ; I 

: j 

2.. It would have a. shattering effect on the willingnes·s · 
' • • • • ' J . ; . 

of foreign political p~rties a.lld individuals to cooperate with 
; 

. ; . 
. . ithe U~ s. in the future on: such ope1~ations. 

, , I . 

. Finally, it should be noted that public, . officially confirmed, 

·rehashing of the Agency1s activities in Chile would l"esult in.a rekindling 
. - . . } : 

I 

o£ the Soviet, Cuban and othe~ adversaries \Vorldwide campaign against 
\ :: 

CIA and the u~· S. Government. 

I : 
I 

What Would Happen if we Oepose Open Hearings r 

1. David Phillips~ former CIA officer, would be advised that the 

term$ oi his secrecy agreement are still in effect and that he could not 
. . ~ 

testi!y in open sea sion on the 'subjectof covert activities in Chile. Although 
' . 

the State I?epartment does not h~ve · a comparable post·employment agreement 
. . . . 

;
:I· :' 
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with Atnbassador Ko.rry, be c~uld be :notified that tl1e subject matter rem~ins 

classiiield a.nd that it was the State Department's desire that he not testily . · 

in opel\ session regarding covert activities in Chile. Both o£ these efforts 

could be construed by the Committee and eventually by the press as an 

attempt to 11gag" Committee witnesses •. ·. 

2. The 1:>asic facts relating to covert action in Chile £rom 

1964 forward have appeared in the press. ' TheCommittee could, using 
• . . . J . . . . . . 

non-official sources, proceed with Ambassador l<orry as a witness. In 

thi& fashion they could maintain the fiction of 11ot having declassified 

the Chile covert ·activities. 

3. The Chairman could attel'npt to declassify the pertinent · 

tra terial through a coml.11ittee vote. While this is .not conals'tent With . . . . 

' Senate rules, Senator Church used this technique in declassifying the Sinai . · 

Accords earlier this month. 
. ! 

Advantases in :Not Opposing the Open J-Iearin.g: . 

1 • . Since it is app.arent that the Senate Select Committee will hold 

· open hearings on Chile, cooperating ,with the CornmHtee with respect to the 

scope o£ the hearing could give us limited protection. In such fashion ..we 

eould hope to keep ou:t of the public record a substantial number of names 
. .

of Chiieans who coope1·ated with the, U. 5. Oovernmeut. 
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2 • .It ;wo~ld give an opportunity to the .DCI to demonetrate that 
' . •I . . . . l 

the nature of our covert activity over a tell year period was, in general. 
. . . . I 

. ' . I . . . . ' I 
in support o! the democratic process in Chile. It would aleo givehim 'an 

. . ·. . . . . . I . . . ' . . • I 
opportunity to categori~·ally deny any CIA participation. in tl1e 1973 coup and 

. • I 

. ithe death of Allende. . . r i 
~ 

I . . . . I 
3. The publication ~f the assassination report, including Chi~e · 

I 

material, can be expe~ted shortly. . ( . , . I 
; I . . . . ' . • . . . : . ·. . . I 

4. ·If the CIA ·is to appear at open hearings, it would negotiat~ 

a more accurate statement of facts (paragraph 4 of Attachment A i.e in 
! . \ 

error). 
I , .i 

. ; 
: ~ iRecommendation: 

. ' I ' . . · . i 
On balance I rec?mm.end again.st declassification o£ the facts i:n 

. . . . . . . . l 
Attachment A and that l b~ au.t~orized. to hold Mr. Phillips to his secrt y 

agreement. I support 'a fh:m Administration position that public 'discu':'eion 
' ' ' ' I ' ' ' : ' ~ ' ' ~ 

o£ covert action by U. 'S. officials is not in the overall u •. S. 'interest. 

I , i 

. I 

i.' : : W. E. Colby 
Director 

I ! : 

. I 

.. ' 
. ' 

- • i' ' ' 
i . . ~ . 

.I ·' 
I . . i l ·. 

. ' .I I! 

I 

:.1 .CONFtOENTJAL 

Photo C-opy 

from . 
I . ' ! Gerald R: Ford Librarye · . ! 

I . . ~ 

http:again.st


·ATTACHHEt{'£ /1 
: ... 

. .I . . 

!ACTS TO Cf. DeCLASSIFIED F(Ht PUBLIC H"f.MlNCS m: CHitE·------........-- --.·
 ·----.~-

•: i :·.;· !· : · '.' ~ 
. . . . .. 

·. •. 1.. The Central Intelliel".!ncc llgency; : acting under .,pr.ozt:etl:ls appro ..:ed 
by the Special Group, spent nearly $J,OOO,OOO in covert efforts to insure .· ~ . 
t~e elec.tion of the Christ:i<ln Dc01ocratic qmdidnte. ln the 196'• Chilean . 

..Pte$idential, el.ections. . ; . 
., 

2. In 1970~ the 40 Committee--the Special Group's st.icc:cssor~-decidf' 
not ·.t'o support a single candidate in the 1970 Presidential elections. 

·Rather it decided that the CIA s11ould uml'ertake . pl.·opaganda and other ·CO';/~ 
ac~ivitic:s qesigned .to. prev~nt 'the election of the left'1$t cmtdidale' 
Salva.d~r Allende. $425,000 was. spent ,on that effor~, ~in· addition to on

.goitlg Station activities. . · · . . ' : 

. ·•· 3. Allende was the· nar~ow. victor in the .Sept~mbet: 4 elections. B~
ca.use no candidate .received a majority, the, Chilean Congress was to vote 
be.t~een AllJnde and. Jorge· Ah.ssandri:, . the. cons~rvntive runner-up, on ·. 
October 24 • . During ·the interim, the CIA undertook two. lines of activity 

· designed to 1prevenc Allende ·from becoming President~ . One line was approv 
, and .coordinated by the 40 Committee. It included pt:opaganda. coni::act:s -r.:l 
.roernbers of Frci' s cabinet and the ~tse of t:lilitnry aid as an inducem~nt t:o 

. _the Chilean 'military.; It. also· included a 40 Committee .authorizcltion of 
funds to attempt to influence the outcome of the Congressional vote. r~ 
~as, howeverJ det-armined that. ·.the money could not usefully be ~>pent, and 
it WoS not. · ... 

• I , • I ' • : 

·At the ;President's rcques·t; th~ CIA ~pened a .second tr:ac'k ·of · 
·activity. · This .became ' an at!:empt to induce the Chilean military to suagc! 

a coup before Allende could be vot~d intoofHcc by the Cltil~~n Con~:rcss. 
The CIA . pa~sed weapons . to one group of Chilean ~ilitary offi~ers ~ho plot 
a COUP.·. However, ' that group was ;lppa:t:entlynot the group which carric:i ·o 
the kidnap atte.mp't in which the Chilean Chief of Staff, General Rene 
Schneider, was . fatally wounded. The CIA knew of the latter group•s plans 
but. s~:rera·l' days befo~e had tried· to dis,coura.gc it: from. carrying the"- out 

4." Bet\.ieen Allend~' s inaugurati~n ~n November ·1970 and his over-th=~ .. 
and death in September 1~73, the C1A·spent over $6,000.000 in support: ' of I 
opposition polit:ic<ll parties and media. Includ~d in that: support were 
limited amounts of moneyfor. prtvnte sector organizations. Proposals fo:: 
.support of private secto-r Organizations suspected of involver.oent in stn~ 
or fot' di'te.ct support of strik12rs Here reject~d. At th..i same tim~. the. 
CIA remainecf in contact throuuh third parties w.i,.th a right-wing t:ccrorLc;t: 
organization~ }'atria y Libert:ad. The CIA also passed considP.roble CJoney 
'to the conservative National Party,. whose i:ight-tdng T.lembers \.l~rc k.aO"'..m t 

have links \'lith Pa.tria y Libertad~: · 
.• ,· '' 
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