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SECRET 
SERIAL:. (U) !..______. 
BODY 
COUNTRY: (U) COLOMBIA.(CO). 

SUBJ: llRI lcOLOMBIAN ARMY OFFICER UND~R 

INVE~TlGATION FQR HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES.(U} (U) 

WARNING: (U) THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT. NOT 

FINA~LY £;VALUATED INTELLIGENCE. REPORT CLASSIFIED 

SE C.R·E T. ,----------------.
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SUMMAAY:-tar COLOMBIAN ARMY LTC ((HINCAPIE)), FORMER 

aATIALION COMMANDER IN NEIVA,IS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY 

THE'NEfVAPROSECUTOR'S OFFICE FOR MURDERING LOCAL 

INDIGENTS. THC: COLONEL CLAIMED THE DEATHS.AS GUERRILLAS 

KILLED IN C'ONFAONTATIONS WITH BATTALION TAdbPS. 

TEXT: 1. ~CO~OMBIAN ARMY LIEUTENANT COLONEL (LTC} 

·(F~l.IH{HINCAf'IE)) WAS THE FO_RMER COMMANDER OF NINTH 

.ARTILLERY BATTALION IN NEIVAl/GEOCOORD: 0256N/07~1BW/I. 

THE ~ATIALION IS REFERRED TO AS THE 'TENERIFE" BATIAUON. 

.,LTC Hlf\ICAPIE IS UNDER INVESTIGATION BY THE NEIVA FrSCAL 

{PROSECUTOR'S OFFICE) FOR MURDERING LOCAL INDIGENTS. HE 

:wA.s RE~IEVED-'OF HIS COMMAND IN THE SPRING OF THIS YEAR 

.(MAR·APA. 9S). AND !$ UNDER "HOUSE AR REST" IN. PEREIRA. 

~f::vEN NCO.'S ARE ALSO IMPLICATED IN THE ALLEGED CRIME, AND 

ARE Cl.lflRENT~Y IN JAIL.-. 

2. ~ T.HE COLONEL AND THE NCO'S WERE ALLEGEDLY 
INVOLVED IN SEJZING LOCAL INDIGENTS, TAKING THEM OUT INTO 
THE COUNTRYSIDE, AND KILLING THEM, CLAIMING THEM AS 
.Gl)ERRILLA$ ~ILLED ·IN ACTION AGAINST BATTALION TROOPS. 
THE lTC AND. NCO'S WERE IURNED .lN SY AN UNNAMED 'NFORMANT. 

· A~-QF LATE·SEP 95. THE FISCAL WAS STILL IN THE 
INVESTIGATORY STAGE OF THE LEGAL PROCESS, AND LTC 
HINCAPfE AND THE NCO'$ ARE GROWING FRUSTRATED BY THE SLOW 
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?ACE QF THE ?RPC.EED'1~G$. 

IF TRUE, THE 


"-Ac""""c"=""'u...,.,s=-A--T......,10,..,...,. ..A-=e-=-A.,.,...IN=s=r=TH E,.....L--T=c--e---o-'FAR BEYOND THE ~rRAG1c·BUT
N=s-:- ___ 

UNAVOIOABt..E CONSEQUENCES OF .WAR'' EXPLANATION OFTEN,GIVEN 

BYARMV·C1FRCERS TO JUSTIFY THE L:OSS OF INNOCENT CIVILIAN 

LIVES· IN THE ONGOING GUERRILLA CQNFUCT. IN THIS CASE, 

THE Fl~CAL IS AT LEAST INVESTIGATING TH.E CHARGES, THE 

ARMY JS REPORTEDLY COOPERATING WITH THE INVESTIGATlON,

AN·o TH~ LTG. HAS·BEEN REuEvEo. oF r:l1s coMMANo. · 

APPARENTL::¥~ HE· WENT EVEN TOO FAR FOR THE COLOMBIAN ARMY 

HIGHCOMMAND, .WHICH OFTEN BACKS"ITS OPERATIONAL . 
C©MMANDERS:AGAINST HUMAN.RIGHTS ABUSE CHARGES lN THE FACE 
OF WHAT APPEARS TO BE COMPELLING EVIDENCE AGAINST THE 
ACCUSED INDIVIDUALS: . 
2. ~ E~'BASSY COMMENT. 

l/IPSP: 0.J)I I 

//COMSOBJ: {U) 431//. 

ADMIN 
PROJ: (U). 
INSTR: (U~}..-----. 
·PR.EP: (U) ----- 
.ACQ: .(U) . "" 


· OIS.SEM,: (U)...______,...._______Jl 
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