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Subject: RC!Ults ofO~t CIA Contact with BND Source ''Curveball11 

Investigatio115 since the war in Iraq and debriefings of the key source on Iraq's 
mo_bile BW production prognm. codenamed "Cwvcball" • indicate that he is Unreliable 
because he fabricated his claimed access to a ntobile BW production project, substantially 
weakening the intelligence case that Jraq had a mobfle BW agent production program. 
Cur-1eball, an rraqi chemical engineer; was a German Intelligence Set\lice (B?\11>) source 

I IThe BNO provided the vast majority of Cun'eball's reponing to the 
USG - . gin early 2000. 
U.S. intelligence agencies were not c:rmi.ttcd to debriefCW'Veball 'rec · ·1~ 
BW rep0t1ing until March 20 . 

In mid·M"ch 2004 the German BND allowed CIA 

7.s=<:-"1~1rect access to debne CUrve on s mobile BW reporting for the t time 
a emg presented with information obtained from the Iraq Survey Group in Baghdad 
contradicting some afOJrvebalPs earlier claims. Over the course of the debriefings, 
Curveball provided little in the way ofclari . the contradietions in hls reporting and 

---""--od~fi~rm~ly;b~y;;,hi~•:p:r•~"'=-o=us~"4~.mm:~en::::-~::;;~ 
Over the throe da)3 ofdebriefings, Cuiveball dcmomtrated through his verbal 

responses to questions and bis deiz:ieanor that his reporting ofevents that took place after 
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199S is unreliable. We me certain that he did not/not have direct access after May 1997 to \IS 
the Djerf al NaddafSite. which was where he alleged a transportable BW production ~ 
systemw.1Spcriodicallyhoused. lihasprovidedtheDirr.ctoroftheDefense · ~ 
HUMINT Service (DH) wilh a m~um summ;rizing the ~ts of the debriefings. "'"" 
Based on the results of these debriefings, DH have recalled all reporu d 

· 
dissem.io.ated. We have also advisedr:::::::::J BNO ofour actions. c:=:Jplans to r.l 

rk with~B~"D to further clarify issues swrounding this case. 

Curvcball"s dcm.canot during the debriefings was strongly indicati"e of a well 
rcb.earsed stoiy. We a:econsidering several possibilities to explain how CurvebalJ could 
have created hi s s t oty, me - ludiogcompee l t fabn"cation based onb"IS edw:arion and 
experience as a chemical engineer. familiarity with some design documents and 
fabrication ofsubse-·ent detail based on ex.istin I? Persons and or.e.anization_I\'._ I 

access1 we cannot resolve this 
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\We cannot di$count the passibility that he was coached nv other Dames 

I 
IClearly, however, witillunless Cluveball admits he lost 
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Curveball's rcponingwaS also the basis for our asscssmeot tbai the two trail.en 

foUtld by Coalition fore.es last year probably were intcndc:d for BW agent production, 
based Largely on their similarity.to the plants be dc!ieribed. 

- . CIA. analysU arc now uncertain about the intended use ofthe trailers, 
although they still judge that the trailers would be capable ofproducing 
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biological agents after minor modificationi. 

• The scientists who designed and tested the trailers claim they were 
inlendcd to produce hydrogen for mtilleywea'!b.er balloons, ai:carding to 
our ~fa?'· CIA and the Naticmal ~~~Intelligence Ci:nta are. 
skcpneaJ.. mpAtt because anothc:r Jraq1 DUlitaiy officer says fixed Sites 
were wed T.O produce hydrogen for weather balloons and we have 
doc:um~I Ithat show Iraq hac:f 
~re efficient mob.ile hydrogen production systems. 

• DIA has amc:ludcd that the trailers a:e run suitable far production ofBW 
agent based on a. technical exploitation oftho trallm bur were probably 

nod:~fo:o~rja. chemical process like the production ofhydrogen.

We arc trying to dctcraiine thcven.i:ityof other. 6-agmenwyreportiog that indicated Iraq
may have been pursuing rtlblc fermentation systems for BW agent production. We
will rccnain engaged wi 8.1 th continue to debriefCW'Veball 
to try to determine ifhe fabritated his entires or whether
4n element oftruth. 

Withheld under statutory authority of tlie 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C., section 3507) 

http:mtilleywea'!b.er
http:similarity.to
http:trail.en



