
Why is Tennessee’s ratification of the 19th amendment significant?
After Congress passed and proposed a 
woman suffrage amendment, three-fourths 
or 36 states at that time, had to ratify the 
19th Amendment before it could be added 
to the Constitution. Many states quickly 
approved the 19th amendment and by the 

end of March 1920 only one additional state 
was needed for ratification. On August 18, 
1920, after calling a special session of the 
state legislature, Tennessee became the 
36th state to ratify the 19th Amendment.

The ratification of the 19th Amendment was a landmark moment in American 
history that dramatically changed the electorate. It enshrined in the United States 
Constitution fuller citizenship for women and a more expansive democracy for the nation. 

“ The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.”

— 19th Amendment, August 18, 1920

Our Ability to Amend
The Founders purposefully made it hard, but not impossible, 
to change the Constitution. In 1869 the first amendment 
proposing suffrage for women was introduced in Congress. 
It took fifty years and 900 proposals for Congress to pass 
a resolution that became the 19th amendment to the 
Constitution.
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“It was a continuous, 
seemingly endless, 

chain of 
activity. 

Young suffragists who 
helped forge the last links 

of that chain were not 
born when it began. Old 
suffragists who forged 

the first links were dead 
when it ended.”— Carrie Chapman Catt and Nettie Rogers Shuler 

Nineteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution, June 4, 1919
National Archives, General Records of the United States Government 

Tennessee’s Ratification of the 
Nineteenth Amendment, August 18, 1920
National Archives, General Records of the United 
States Government 

Upon the word that Tennessee had ratified, Alice Paul unfurled the Woman’s 
Party ratification banner with its thirty-six stars, August 18, 1920

Courtesy of the Library of Congress

Women marching in suffrage parade, 1917
Courtesy of Carrie Chapman Catt Papers, Special 
Collections Department, Bryn Mawr College Library
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“Learning to use a voting machine,” Chicago, ca. 1915
National Archives, Records of the Office of War Information 


