
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

(LM 2017-031) 

 

May 15, 2017 

 

The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.  20502 

 

Dear Mr. McGahn: 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 

Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 

Attachment A. 

 

These records, consisting of 60,952 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 14,748 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 

the remaining 46,204 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

    

We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 

our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 

records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is August 9, 2017, unless the former 

or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts 

a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know 

if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2013-0768-F Operation Storm     3,080 2,403 677 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all NSC records relating 

to the Croatian military offensive "Operation Storm" in which the Croatian Army routed the Serbian 

defenders in the late summer of 1995 and captured the capital city of Knin. The Clinton Presidential 

records proposed for opening consist of memoranda, agendas, discussion papers, reports, emails, 

cables, and other planning materials concerning Bosnia, Croatia, and the former Yugoslavia for 

National Security Council Deputies Committee meetings and for National Security Council Principal 

Committee meetings. Many of the records to be opened are duplicates of materials that were 

declassified and released in October 2013. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2013-0948-F Arms Control and Regional Security (ACRS) 

Working Group 

7,521 6,500 1,021 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information (FOIA) request for records relating to US 

facilitation efforts of the Arms Control and Regional Security (ACRS) Working Group that was 

created following the Madrid Peace Conference of 1991. The Clinton Presidential records proposed 

for opening consist of memoranda and emails between National Security Council (NSC) staffers 

concerning the establishment of the ACRS Working Group. There are also NSC cables concerning 

administrative details of the meetings, negotiations, and discussions about the Nuclear 

Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) with various regional and extra-regional nations. Also included are 

reports from ACRS meetings and intercessional events. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2015-0017-F 

(segment 1) 

“Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” policy, July 1993—

January 2001     

11,240 296 10,944 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material relating to the 

“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy from 7/1993 – 1/2001.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening consist of memoranda, reports, briefings, and legal research concerning pending and 

ongoing court cases involving the implementation of the “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” policy. Publications 

of and correspondence with advocacy groups such as SLDN (Servicemembers Legal Defense 

Network) make up a large portion of the records. Also included in the records are memoranda to 

President Clinton about implementation of the policy and meeting notes between the White House 

and Defense Department personnel.



A-2 of A-3 

 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2015-1112-F Cecelia Rouse 7,818 9 7,809 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the records of Cecilia 

Rouse. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include emails, memoranda, 

handwritten notes, drafts of bills, correspondence, lists, charts, and graphs. The material includes 

detailed handwritten notes by Rouse, marginal comments by her on legislation involving H-1B visas, 

and charts and graphs presenting information related to allowing more immigrants (with technical 

expertise) to enter the United States.   

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0152-F 

(segment 1) 

Robert Bell 26,290 5,426 20,864 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the chronological 

records--Chron Files--of Robert G. Bell, Special Assistant to the President for National Security 

Affairs and Senior Director for Defense Policy and Arms Control, National Security Council (NSC). 

The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening primarily relate to the military, non-

proliferation, and weapons. Included in this material are high level policy discussions on the drafting 

of Presidential Decision Directives (PDDs), and records related to landmines, Nonproliferation 

(NPT), the Conventional Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), and the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).  

There are also interagency working group documents regarding chemical weapons issues, as well as 

records about the Clinton Administration’s policies on military operations generally and in Somalia 

and Haiti, including approvals for Significant Military Exercises. Also present are military 

procurement documents, minutes, agendas, and papers related to meetings with the Joint Chiefs. 

There is correspondence from members of Congress to President Clinton, Anthony Lake, and Samuel 

Berger; correspondence from President Clinton to the Senate regarding nominations to the office 

corps; and correspondence from the Secretary of Defense to President Clinton. This material also 

contains a number of Legislative Referral Memoranda (LRM) on proposed legislation or testimony 

to be given before congressional committee, as well as records related to the Defense Base Closure 

and Realignment Commission (BRAC) and the National Security Telecommunications Advisory 

Committee (NSTC).  A small portion of the material is simply administrative paperwork related to 

the operation of the directorate. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0941-F Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) 3,902 83 3,819 

 

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the unclassified 

electronic records related to HIPC. The Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative was 

created in 1996 by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank.  The Clinton 

Presidential records proposed for opening consist of draft memoranda, memoranda, fact sheets, 

background material, and correspondence.  The material largely focuses on arranging meetings.



A-3 of A-3 

 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-1126-F Laura Tyson files related to Japan 723 18 705 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records concerning 

Laura D'Andrea Tyson and Japan.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 

correspondence, memoranda, lists, notes, newspaper articles, charts, graphs, cables, reports, talking 

points, and publications.  This material documents Tyson's efforts related to trade relations between 

the US and Japan.  There are many sets of talking points on the following subjects: world economic 

issues, President Clinton in meetings with Japanese leaders, and the economic framework between 

the United States and Japan.   

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0087-F John Parsons “Jack” Wheeler 167 13 154 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records concerning John 

Parsons "Jack" Wheeler. Wheeler served as chairman of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund from 

1979-1989.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence, 

memoranda, newspaper articles, lists, e-mails, and resumes.  Included are memoranda and letters 

related to the employment of veterans in governmental positions.  The remainder of the material 

relates to Wheeler’s work with veterans during the years of the Clinton Administration.   

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0397-F Free Trade Area of the Americas 211 0 211 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all NSC Records 

Management System files related to the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA). The Clinton 

Presidential records proposed for opening consist of Congressional testimony of the US Trade 

Representative; correspondence between President Clinton and Congressional leadership regarding 

NAFTA, Free Trade, Fast Track Authority and other trade issues in Central and South America; and 

a letter to President Clinton from the Consul General of Honduras regarding free trade and 

immigration policy.   

### 
 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2017-031) 

 

May 15, 2017 

 

Bruce R. Lindsey 

William J. Clinton Foundation 

1200 President Clinton Avenue 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

 

Dear Mr. Lindsey:  

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 

intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   

 

This material, consisting of 60,952 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 14,748 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 

the remaining 46,204 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

 

We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 

Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 

days from the date of this letter, which is August 9, 2017, unless the former or incumbent 

President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 

constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 

you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 
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Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 
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Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
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defenders in the late summer of 1995 and captured the capital city of Knin. The Clinton Presidential 

records proposed for opening consist of memoranda, agendas, discussion papers, reports, emails, 

cables, and other planning materials concerning Bosnia, Croatia, and the former Yugoslavia for 

National Security Council Deputies Committee meetings and for National Security Council Principal 

Committee meetings. Many of the records to be opened are duplicates of materials that were 

declassified and released in October 2013. 
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Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
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created following the Madrid Peace Conference of 1991. The Clinton Presidential records proposed 

for opening consist of memoranda and emails between National Security Council (NSC) staffers 

concerning the establishment of the ACRS Working Group. There are also NSC cables concerning 

administrative details of the meetings, negotiations, and discussions about the Nuclear 

Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT) with various regional and extra-regional nations. Also included are 

reports from ACRS meetings and intercessional events. 
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opening consist of memoranda, reports, briefings, and legal research concerning pending and 

ongoing court cases involving the implementation of the “Don't Ask, Don't Tell” policy. Publications 

of and correspondence with advocacy groups such as SLDN (Servicemembers Legal Defense 
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President Clinton about implementation of the policy and meeting notes between the White House 
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and charts and graphs presenting information related to allowing more immigrants (with technical 

expertise) to enter the United States.   

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0152-F 

(segment 1) 

Robert Bell 26,290 5,426 20,864 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the chronological 
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