
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

(LM 2017-096) 

 

July 11, 2017 

 

The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.  20502 

 

Dear Mr. McGahn: 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 

Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 

Attachment A. 

 

These records, consisting of 37,154 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 6,333 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 

the remaining 30,821 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

    

We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 

our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 

records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is October 4, 2017, unless the former 

or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts 

a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know 

if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0158-F Elisa Harris files 27,542 5,403 22,139 

 

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the files of Elisa Harris, 

National Security Council (NSC), Nonproliferation and Export Controls Director, 1993-2001. The 

Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of Harris' chron and subject files, which 

contain copies of NSC Records Management numbered documents that she received or worked on 

from 1993 through 2001.  They include correspondence with the public and with Congress, press 

materials, memoranda, briefing materials, and notes primarily regarding the ratification and 

implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).  Also included are publications, 

newspaper clippings, and fact sheets related to the CWC. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0205-F 1998-1999 NSC RMS files related to the 

Kosovo Refugee Crisis 

3,173 220 2,953 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for NSC Records 

Management files related to the 1998-99 Kosovo Refugee crisis. The Clinton Presidential records 

proposed for opening consist of correspondence between various members of Congress and President 

Clinton about the growing humanitarian crisis, as well as correspondence between President Clinton 

and the National Security Advisor, Sandy Berger, and various concerned citizens including the 

former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia, Milan Panic (then living in Los Angeles as an American-based 

businessman). Also included in this material are memoranda and reports from various members of 

the National Security Council to President Clinton concerning the allocation of money for refugee 

assistance programs, and press accounts about the effectiveness of United Nations (UN) refugee 

assistance efforts. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0998-F Presidential succession during a disability/25th 

Amendment 

4,177 502 3,675 

 

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records concerning 

Presidential succession or disability events, including the implementation of the 25th Amendment and 

Presidential Decision Directive (PDD) 67.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 

consist of White House Staff and Office files, Automated Records Management System (ARMS) 

emails, and National Security Council (NSC) emails.  The Staff and Office files contain materials 

which include reports, briefing materials, correspondence, and press materials regarding working 

groups studying the 25thAmendment, the potential of invoking Section 3 or 4, and previous uses of 

the Amendment, specifically during the Reagan Administration.  The ARMS emails contain 

electronic correspondence between White House staff concerning government-wide Continuity of
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 Operations (COOP), as well as press materials regarding the decision not to invoke the 

25th Amendment for President Clinton’s knee surgery in 1997.  Lastly, the NSC emails contain 

discussions regarding the logistics of drafting and transmitting PDD-67. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0364-F Laura Tyson and files on trade 2,262 208 2,054 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records concerning 

Laura D'Andrea Tyson and trade.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 

memoranda, reports, biographies, press releases, testimony, speeches, drafts, graphs, charts, tables, 

correspondence, and faxes.  Topics discussed in these records concern U.S. trade relations with 

Russia, trade policy and the steel sector, and trade disputes between the United States and Canada.   

 
### 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2017-096) 
 
July 11, 2017 
 
Bruce R. Lindsey 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Dear Mr. Lindsey:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 37,154 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 6,333 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 30,821 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 
Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 
days from the date of this letter, which is October 4, 2017, unless the former or incumbent 
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 
NARA website.   

 
 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0158-F Elisa Harris files 27,542 5,403 22,139 
 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the files of Elisa Harris, 
National Security Council (NSC), Nonproliferation and Export Controls Director, 1993-2001. The 
Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of Harris' chron and subject files, which 
contain copies of NSC Records Management numbered documents that she received or worked on 
from 1993 through 2001.  They include correspondence with the public and with Congress, press 
materials, memoranda, briefing materials, and notes primarily regarding the ratification and 
implementation of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC).  Also included are publications, 
newspaper clippings, and fact sheets related to the CWC. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0205-F 1998-1999 NSC RMS files related to the 
Kosovo Refugee Crisis 

3,173 220 2,953 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for NSC Records 
Management files related to the 1998-99 Kosovo Refugee crisis. The Clinton Presidential records 
proposed for opening consist of correspondence between various members of Congress and President 
Clinton about the growing humanitarian crisis, as well as correspondence between President Clinton 
and the National Security Advisor, Sandy Berger, and various concerned citizens including the 
former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia, Milan Panic (then living in Los Angeles as an American-based 
businessman). Also included in this material are memoranda and reports from various members of 
the National Security Council to President Clinton concerning the allocation of money for refugee 
assistance programs, and press accounts about the effectiveness of United Nations (UN) refugee 
assistance efforts. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0998-F Presidential succession during a disability/25th 
Amendment 

4,177 502 3,675 

 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records concerning 
Presidential succession or disability events, including the implementation of the 25th Amendment and 
Presidential Decision Directive (PDD) 67.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
consist of White House Staff and Office files, Automated Records Management System (ARMS) 
emails, and National Security Council (NSC) emails.  The Staff and Office files contain materials 
which include reports, briefing materials, correspondence, and press materials regarding working 
groups studying the 25thAmendment, the potential of invoking Section 3 or 4, and previous uses of 
the Amendment, specifically during the Reagan Administration.  The ARMS emails contain 
electronic correspondence between White House staff concerning government-wide Continuity of
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 Operations (COOP), as well as press materials regarding the decision not to invoke the 
25th Amendment for President Clinton’s knee surgery in 1997.  Lastly, the NSC emails contain 
discussions regarding the logistics of drafting and transmitting PDD-67. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0364-F Laura Tyson and files on trade 2,262 208 2,054 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records concerning 
Laura D'Andrea Tyson and trade.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
memoranda, reports, biographies, press releases, testimony, speeches, drafts, graphs, charts, tables, 
correspondence, and faxes.  Topics discussed in these records concern U.S. trade relations with 
Russia, trade policy and the steel sector, and trade disputes between the United States and Canada.   

 
### 

 


