
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

(LM 2017-140) 

 

October 3, 2017 

 

The Honorable Donald F. McGahn, II 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.  20502 

 

Dear Mr. McGahn: 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 

Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 

Attachment A. 

 

These records, consisting of 86,462 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 7,022 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 

the remaining 79,440 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

    

We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 

our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 

records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is January 2, 2018, unless the former 

or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts 

a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know 

if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 



A-1 of A-2 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2006-1704-F 

(segment 2) 

Pardons 33,401 4,660 28,381 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

Presidential Pardons and Commutations of Sentence. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening consist of correspondence, forms, petitions, reports, and tables concerning the DOJ’s 

recommendation to grant or deny executive clemency. The collection also contains correspondence 

and petitions from concerned members of the public advocating for executive clemency for specific 

applicants, namely Jonathan Pollard. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2015-0017-F Don’t Ask Don’t Tell (DADT) policy 35,245 327 34,918 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material relating to the 

"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 

email from the Automated Records Management System (ARMS) and Tape Restoration Project 

(TRP) containing articles, press briefings, press guidance, news summaries, broadcast transcripts, 

general email correspondence, and talking points. Email exchanges include but are not limited to 

Richard Socarides and Elizabeth  J. “Julian” Potter. Talking points concern the administration’s 

policy concerning DADT, the 1998 Department of Defense (DoD) report, and 2000 DOD IG 

investigation of military misconduct concerning harassment of homosexuals in the military. Emails 

also include exchanges concerning the beating death of Pfc. Barry Winchell at Fort Campbell, 

Kentucky in 1999. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0943-F Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiatve 887 424 463 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for National Security 

Council textual material related to the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative. The 

Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of memoranda, reports, talking points, 

remarks, and news articles. Topics highlighted in this collection include the justification for and 

effects of debt relief, HIPC progress reports, outcomes, and success indicators, strengthening and 

improving the HIPC initiative, and achieving long-term poverty reduction through economic and 

social reforms. This collection also includes records relating to African debt issues, U.S. Department 

of the Treasury, World Bank and International Monetary Fund HIPC documents, the Cologne Debt 

Initiative, the United States Fiscal Year 2000 Federal Budget and HIPC funding, and Debt Relief for 

Poverty Reduction Act of 1999.



A-2 of A-2 

 

    

Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0964-F Cuba 14,133 1,374 12,759 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for electronic records 

related to Cuba. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails and cables 

containing topics related to Radio Marti, the Cuban Broadcasting Advisory Board, Cuban 

immigration, the 1996 shoot-down of Brothers to the Rescue aircraft, Cuban Liberty and Democratic 

Solidarity Act, more commonly known as the Helms-Burton Act or the Libertad Act, and the Elian 

Gonzales case. The emails consist primarily of press and press guidance, policy statements, draft 

correspondence, and memoranda, as well as internal discussions regarding meetings on the topics 

listed. In addition, there is correspondence between the White House and the public and Congress on 

Cuba policy.  

Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0879-F Documents to POTUS from Director of OMB 

and/or Chair of CEQ related to national 

monuments 

2,914 36 2,878 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for documents addressed to 

President Clinton from the Director of the OMB and/or the Chair of the CEQ that include 

recommendations for the designation of the following national monuments:  Sonoran Desert, Upper 

Missouri River Breaks, Carrizo Plain, Craters of the Moon, Vermillion Cliffs, Hanford Reach, 

Canyons of the Ancients, Ironwood Forest, Giant Sequoia, Grand Canyon-Parashant, and Grand 

Staircase-Escalante.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include memoranda, 

drafts of proclamations, maps, press releases, correspondence, notes, lists, bibliographies, faxes, and 

newspaper articles. There are memoranda from Franklin D. Raines, head of the OMB from 1996-

1998, to President Clinton related to gaining consent of each agency to the proposed proclamation.  

In addition, memoranda from Kathleen A. McGinty, head of the CEQ from 1995-1998, to President 

Clinton address issues that need to be resolved in order for the proclamation to be successful.  

Additional material includes documents such as "Monuments of the Colorado Plateau" and 

"Monuments Established by Presidential Proclamation." 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-1175-F SF-86 forms for Sidney Blumenthal, Doug 

Sosnik, and George Stephanopoulos 

242 201 41 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the SF-86 forms for 

Sidney Blumenthal, Douglas Sosnik, and George Stephanopoulos. The Clinton Presidential records 

proposed for opening include administrative paperwork related to completion of background 

investigations and other types of vetting materials. Any personal information in this material has 

been redacted or withheld. 
 

### 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2017-140) 

 

October 3, 2017 

 

Bruce R. Lindsey 

William J. Clinton Foundation 

1200 President Clinton Avenue 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

 

Dear Mr. Lindsey:  

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 

intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   

 

This material, consisting of 86,462 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 7,022 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 

the remaining 79,440 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

 

We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 

Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 

days from the date of this letter, which is January 2, 2018, unless the former or incumbent 

President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 

constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 

you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2006-1704-F 

(segment 2) 

Pardons 33,401 4,660 28,381 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

Presidential Pardons and Commutations of Sentence. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening consist of correspondence, forms, petitions, reports, and tables concerning the DOJ’s 

recommendation to grant or deny executive clemency. The collection also contains correspondence 

and petitions from concerned members of the public advocating for executive clemency for specific 

applicants, namely Jonathan Pollard. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2015-0017-F Don’t Ask Don’t Tell (DADT) policy 35,245 327 34,918 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material relating to the 

"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of 

email from the Automated Records Management System (ARMS) and Tape Restoration Project 

(TRP) containing articles, press briefings, press guidance, news summaries, broadcast transcripts, 

general email correspondence, and talking points. Email exchanges include but are not limited to 

Richard Socarides and Elizabeth  J. “Julian” Potter. Talking points concern the administration’s 

policy concerning DADT, the 1998 Department of Defense (DoD) report, and 2000 DOD IG 

investigation of military misconduct concerning harassment of homosexuals in the military. Emails 

also include exchanges concerning the beating death of Pfc. Barry Winchell at Fort Campbell, 

Kentucky in 1999. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0943-F Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiatve 887 424 463 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for National Security 

Council textual material related to the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Initiative. The 

Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of memoranda, reports, talking points, 

remarks, and news articles. Topics highlighted in this collection include the justification for and 

effects of debt relief, HIPC progress reports, outcomes, and success indicators, strengthening and 

improving the HIPC initiative, and achieving long-term poverty reduction through economic and 

social reforms. This collection also includes records relating to African debt issues, U.S. Department 

of the Treasury, World Bank and International Monetary Fund HIPC documents, the Cologne Debt 

Initiative, the United States Fiscal Year 2000 Federal Budget and HIPC funding, and Debt Relief for 

Poverty Reduction Act of 1999.



A-2 of A-2 

 

    

Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0964-F Cuba 14,133 1,374 12,759 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for electronic records 

related to Cuba. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails and cables 

containing topics related to Radio Marti, the Cuban Broadcasting Advisory Board, Cuban 

immigration, the 1996 shoot-down of Brothers to the Rescue aircraft, Cuban Liberty and Democratic 

Solidarity Act, more commonly known as the Helms-Burton Act or the Libertad Act, and the Elian 

Gonzales case. The emails consist primarily of press and press guidance, policy statements, draft 

correspondence, and memoranda, as well as internal discussions regarding meetings on the topics 

listed. In addition, there is correspondence between the White House and the public and Congress on 

Cuba policy.  

Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-0879-F Documents to POTUS from Director of OMB 

and/or Chair of CEQ related to national 

monuments 

2,914 36 2,878 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for documents addressed to 

President Clinton from the Director of the OMB and/or the Chair of the CEQ that include 

recommendations for the designation of the following national monuments:  Sonoran Desert, Upper 

Missouri River Breaks, Carrizo Plain, Craters of the Moon, Vermillion Cliffs, Hanford Reach, 

Canyons of the Ancients, Ironwood Forest, Giant Sequoia, Grand Canyon-Parashant, and Grand 

Staircase-Escalante.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include memoranda, 

drafts of proclamations, maps, press releases, correspondence, notes, lists, bibliographies, faxes, and 

newspaper articles. There are memoranda from Franklin D. Raines, head of the OMB from 1996-

1998, to President Clinton related to gaining consent of each agency to the proposed proclamation.  

In addition, memoranda from Kathleen A. McGinty, head of the CEQ from 1995-1998, to President 

Clinton address issues that need to be resolved in order for the proclamation to be successful.  

Additional material includes documents such as "Monuments of the Colorado Plateau" and 

"Monuments Established by Presidential Proclamation." 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2017-1175-F SF-86 forms for Sidney Blumenthal, Doug 

Sosnik, and George Stephanopoulos 

242 201 41 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the SF-86 forms for 

Sidney Blumenthal, Douglas Sosnik, and George Stephanopoulos. The Clinton Presidential records 

proposed for opening include administrative paperwork related to completion of background 

investigations and other types of vetting materials. Any personal information in this material has 

been redacted or withheld. 
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