
 

 

 

 

 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
(LM 2019-014) 
 
November 20, 2018 
 
The Honorable Emmet T. Flood, IV 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C.  20502 
 
Dear Mr. Flood: 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 
Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 
Attachment A. 
 
These records, consisting of 52,325 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 18,319 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 34,006 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
    
We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 
our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 
records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is February 19, 2019, unless the 
former or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or 
asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let 
us know if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day 
period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on 
the NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0157-F 
(segment 2) 

Daniel Poneman 31,528 16,128 15,400 

 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the files of Daniel 
Poneman, National Security Council (NSC), Nonproliferation and Export Controls Director, 1993-
1996.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening for this segment include administrative 
files, telephone logs, interagency working group files, travel files, as well as records concerning the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and other nonproliferation issues with regard to Pakistan, China, 
India and Iran. This segment also contains records concerning the implementation of the Agreed 
Framework with North Korea. The material consists mainly of memoranda, correspondence, reports, 
briefing materials, press guidance, and notes concerning a host of nonproliferation issues around the 
globe from 1993 through 1995. 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0287-F Church of Scientology 5,474 901 4,573 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to the 
Church of Scientology. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails, 
cables, memoranda, articles, press clippings, correspondence, Presidential messages, and 
publications. Emails in this collection include messages regarding the German government’s stance 
on Scientology and discussion of sending a Presidential message to a December 1999 New Year’s 
and 50th anniversary celebration event organized by members of the Church of Scientology. Textual 
material includes court documents regarding Pattison v. Church of Scientology et al, scheduling 
correspondence, correspondence from critics of Scientology, Presidential messages, and publications. 
In addition, there are drafts and final versions of Human Rights Reports issued by the Department of 
State for various countries, with particular focus on the German government's alleged religious 
persecution of Scientologists. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0399-F Fast Track Authority 893 25 868 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records from the 
National Security Council’s Presidential Records System (PRS)—also referred to as the Records 
Management System (RMS). Specifically the request was for a subject line search of all records 
related to the Fast Track trade authority granted to President Clinton under the Trade Act of 1974. 
The responsive material dates from 1994 through 1999 and contains memoranda, correspondence, 
and briefing papers related to the use of the authority. Included are memoranda and correspondence 
related to the Clinton Administration’s attempts to regain the authority after it expired in 1994. The 
collection also contains administrative paperwork, emails, and drafts.



A-2 of A-4 

 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-1074-F Student Loan Marketing Association 9,355 248 9,107 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records pertaining to the 
privatization of the Student Loan Marketing Association, also known as Sallie Mae. The Clinton 
Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails, correspondence, notes, clippings, 
legislative summaries, reports, and press releases regarding the privatization of Sallie Mae and 
Connie Lee. This includes Office of Management and Budget and White House Office of Policy 
Development meetings and discussions with the Department of the Treasury, Department of 
Education, and Congressional staff; Congressional hearings on Sallie Mae privatization, the effects 
of privatization, impact of the Federal Direct Loan Program on Sallie Mae, Sallie Mae’s Lender of 
Last Resort program, and the suspension of student loan consolidation in 1997; legislative updates on 
Sallie Mae and Connie Lee privatization; Department of the Treasury and Department of Education 
weekly reports; and reactions from the higher education financial aid community. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0386-F Records related to Janis Kearney 2,608 459 2,149 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to Janis 
F. Kearney. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening contain correspondence, news 
articles, schedules, telephone memoranda sheets, Presidential call logs, day notes, and responsive 
activity and event entry logs. There are routine personnel forms and memoranda, as well as records 
related to the Senate Judiciary Committee hearings regarding the campaign finance investigations. 
Also included are email to and from Janis F. Kearney’s White House email account specifically 
addressing President Clinton’s schedule or her responsibilities as President Clinton’s diarist. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0413-F Specific keywords within the National Economic 
Council files 

549 308 241 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for a series of keywords to 
be searched in the National Economic Council files. The only responsive keywords were: Tony 
Blair; United Kingdom; and Britain. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
background material and briefing papers, primarily concerning the G-8 Summit held in Birmingham 
in 1998, where discussion topics included economic issues, drugs & crime, and nuclear safety. 
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Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0563-F Pascal Forgione 1,151 225 926 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials related to 
Pascal Forgione. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include scheduling material 
related to the announcement of the Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), a 
Nexis/Lexis search result that contains Dr. Forgione’s name, other magazine and news stories 
concerning Dr. Forgione, personnel information including his resume, correspondence with Dr. 
Forgione including a commendatory letter from President Clinton and a letter from Dr. Forgione to 
President Clinton concerning the 1996 Delaware State Teacher of the Year Award. Email records 
include White House correspondence concerning Dr. Forgione’s nomination and the results of the 
Third International Math and Science Study (TIMSS). Email include speech drafts, press releases, 
and press briefings concerning Dr. Forgione and TIMSS. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0899-F Records of Robert “Ben” Johnson related to crack 
cocaine 

533 5 528 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to Robert 
B. "Ben" Johnson and crack cocaine. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist 
of emails regarding press briefings, talking points, remarks, and summaries pertaining to the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission Report on Crack Cocaine, discussion of the sentencing recommendations 
and reducing the crack vs powder cocaine sentencing disparity, African American outreach, 
President Clinton’s meeting with the Trotter Group of columnists and Black Leadership Forum, and 
the January 2001 President’s Message to Congress: The Unfinished Work of Building One America. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1124-F WHORM records related to Roger Ebert 52 0 52 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for WHORM (White House 
Office of Records Management) documents related to movie critic Roger Ebert. The Clinton 
Presidential records proposed for opening consist of correspondence from Ebert regarding attendance 
to the Conference on World Affairs, White House staff memoranda to President Clinton regarding 
interviews with Ebert, scheduling materials regarding interviews with Ebert, correspondence from 
President Clinton to Ebert regarding such interviews, and correspondence between President Clinton 
and various film producers mentioning Ebert. The materials date from 1998 to 2000. 
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Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1143-F Records of telcons between President Clinton and 
President Carlos Salinas of Mexico 

45 20 25 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
telephone conversations between President Clinton and Carlos Salinas de Gortari, President of 
Mexico. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening date from 1994 and 2001 and contain 
memoranda, correspondence, and briefing papers related to telephone conversations or proposed 
telephone conversations. The collection also includes administrative paperwork and drafts of 
memoranda. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1192-F Jeremy Rosner correspondence related to NATO 137 0 137 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for White House 
correspondence with Jeremy Rosner (1995-1998) relating to securing NATO enlargement. The 
Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include memoranda, notes, correspondence, 
talking points, reports, and administrative paperwork related to NATO. 

 
### 

 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2019-014) 
 
November 20, 2018 
 
Bruce R. Lindsey 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Dear Mr. Lindsey:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 52,325 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 18,319 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 34,006 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 
Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 
days from the date of this letter, which is February 19, 2019, unless the former or incumbent 
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 
NARA website.   

 
 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0157-F 
(segment 2) 

Daniel Poneman 31,528 16,128 15,400 

 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for the files of Daniel 
Poneman, National Security Council (NSC), Nonproliferation and Export Controls Director, 1993-
1996.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening for this segment include administrative 
files, telephone logs, interagency working group files, travel files, as well as records concerning the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and other nonproliferation issues with regard to Pakistan, China, 
India and Iran. This segment also contains records concerning the implementation of the Agreed 
Framework with North Korea. The material consists mainly of memoranda, correspondence, reports, 
briefing materials, press guidance, and notes concerning a host of nonproliferation issues around the 
globe from 1993 through 1995. 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0287-F Church of Scientology 5,474 901 4,573 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records relating to the 
Church of Scientology. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails, 
cables, memoranda, articles, press clippings, correspondence, Presidential messages, and 
publications. Emails in this collection include messages regarding the German government’s stance 
on Scientology and discussion of sending a Presidential message to a December 1999 New Year’s 
and 50th anniversary celebration event organized by members of the Church of Scientology. Textual 
material includes court documents regarding Pattison v. Church of Scientology et al, scheduling 
correspondence, correspondence from critics of Scientology, Presidential messages, and publications. 
In addition, there are drafts and final versions of Human Rights Reports issued by the Department of 
State for various countries, with particular focus on the German government's alleged religious 
persecution of Scientologists. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-0399-F Fast Track Authority 893 25 868 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records from the 
National Security Council’s Presidential Records System (PRS)—also referred to as the Records 
Management System (RMS). Specifically the request was for a subject line search of all records 
related to the Fast Track trade authority granted to President Clinton under the Trade Act of 1974. 
The responsive material dates from 1994 through 1999 and contains memoranda, correspondence, 
and briefing papers related to the use of the authority. Included are memoranda and correspondence 
related to the Clinton Administration’s attempts to regain the authority after it expired in 1994. The 
collection also contains administrative paperwork, emails, and drafts.



A-2 of A-4 

 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2017-1074-F Student Loan Marketing Association 9,355 248 9,107 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records pertaining to the 
privatization of the Student Loan Marketing Association, also known as Sallie Mae. The Clinton 
Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails, correspondence, notes, clippings, 
legislative summaries, reports, and press releases regarding the privatization of Sallie Mae and 
Connie Lee. This includes Office of Management and Budget and White House Office of Policy 
Development meetings and discussions with the Department of the Treasury, Department of 
Education, and Congressional staff; Congressional hearings on Sallie Mae privatization, the effects 
of privatization, impact of the Federal Direct Loan Program on Sallie Mae, Sallie Mae’s Lender of 
Last Resort program, and the suspension of student loan consolidation in 1997; legislative updates on 
Sallie Mae and Connie Lee privatization; Department of the Treasury and Department of Education 
weekly reports; and reactions from the higher education financial aid community. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0386-F Records related to Janis Kearney 2,608 459 2,149 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to Janis 
F. Kearney. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening contain correspondence, news 
articles, schedules, telephone memoranda sheets, Presidential call logs, day notes, and responsive 
activity and event entry logs. There are routine personnel forms and memoranda, as well as records 
related to the Senate Judiciary Committee hearings regarding the campaign finance investigations. 
Also included are email to and from Janis F. Kearney’s White House email account specifically 
addressing President Clinton’s schedule or her responsibilities as President Clinton’s diarist. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0413-F Specific keywords within the National Economic 
Council files 

549 308 241 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for a series of keywords to 
be searched in the National Economic Council files. The only responsive keywords were: Tony 
Blair; United Kingdom; and Britain. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include 
background material and briefing papers, primarily concerning the G-8 Summit held in Birmingham 
in 1998, where discussion topics included economic issues, drugs & crime, and nuclear safety. 
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Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0563-F Pascal Forgione 1,151 225 926 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials related to 
Pascal Forgione. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include scheduling material 
related to the announcement of the Third International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS), a 
Nexis/Lexis search result that contains Dr. Forgione’s name, other magazine and news stories 
concerning Dr. Forgione, personnel information including his resume, correspondence with Dr. 
Forgione including a commendatory letter from President Clinton and a letter from Dr. Forgione to 
President Clinton concerning the 1996 Delaware State Teacher of the Year Award. Email records 
include White House correspondence concerning Dr. Forgione’s nomination and the results of the 
Third International Math and Science Study (TIMSS). Email include speech drafts, press releases, 
and press briefings concerning Dr. Forgione and TIMSS. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-0899-F Records of Robert “Ben” Johnson related to crack 
cocaine 

533 5 528 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to Robert 
B. "Ben" Johnson and crack cocaine. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist 
of emails regarding press briefings, talking points, remarks, and summaries pertaining to the U.S. 
Sentencing Commission Report on Crack Cocaine, discussion of the sentencing recommendations 
and reducing the crack vs powder cocaine sentencing disparity, African American outreach, 
President Clinton’s meeting with the Trotter Group of columnists and Black Leadership Forum, and 
the January 2001 President’s Message to Congress: The Unfinished Work of Building One America. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1124-F WHORM records related to Roger Ebert 52 0 52 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for WHORM (White House 
Office of Records Management) documents related to movie critic Roger Ebert. The Clinton 
Presidential records proposed for opening consist of correspondence from Ebert regarding attendance 
to the Conference on World Affairs, White House staff memoranda to President Clinton regarding 
interviews with Ebert, scheduling materials regarding interviews with Ebert, correspondence from 
President Clinton to Ebert regarding such interviews, and correspondence between President Clinton 
and various film producers mentioning Ebert. The materials date from 1998 to 2000. 
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Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1143-F Records of telcons between President Clinton and 
President Carlos Salinas of Mexico 

45 20 25 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to 
telephone conversations between President Clinton and Carlos Salinas de Gortari, President of 
Mexico. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening date from 1994 and 2001 and contain 
memoranda, correspondence, and briefing papers related to telephone conversations or proposed 
telephone conversations. The collection also includes administrative paperwork and drafts of 
memoranda. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2018-1192-F Jeremy Rosner correspondence related to NATO 137 0 137 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for White House 
correspondence with Jeremy Rosner (1995-1998) relating to securing NATO enlargement. The 
Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include memoranda, notes, correspondence, 
talking points, reports, and administrative paperwork related to NATO. 

 
### 


