
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

(LM 2020-018) 

 

November 26, 2019 

 

The Honorable Pat A. Cipollone 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.  20502 

 

Dear Mr. Cipollone: 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 

Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 

Attachment A. 

 

These records, consisting of 19,165 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 237 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open the 

remaining 18,928 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

    

We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 

our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 

records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is February 24, 2020, unless the 

former or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or 

asserts a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let 

us know if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day 

period.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on 

the NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0154-F Unclassified email related to War Powers 9,619 pages 26 pages 9,593 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS and 

TRP email records related to the term "war powers." The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening consist of emails mentioning the term "war powers." The bulk of the emails concern 

controversies between President Clinton and Congress over the deployment of U.S. military forces. 

The responsive emails include press releases, press conference transcripts, press guidance, news 

articles, electronic newsletters, President Clinton’s publically released letters to Congress in 

fulfillment of the War Powers Resolution, TV news program transcripts, White House Office of 

Management and Budget legislative reports, White House news wire reports, United States 

Information Agency foreign news media summaries, and law review journal articles regarding war 

powers. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0156-F Unclassified email related to the Zapatistas 4,597 pages 127 pages 4,470 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS/TRP 

emails only related to the Zapatista movement or Zapatistas. The Clinton Presidential records 

proposed for opening consist of emails mentioning the Zapatistas. The bulk of the responsive records 

include United States Information Agency foreign news media summaries, Mexican news media 

summaries, miscellaneous news clippings, electronic newsletters, and State Department press 

briefings. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1022-F Immigration Detention Working Group 448 pages 9 pages 439 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

Immigration Working Group or Immigration Detention Working Group. The Clinton Presidential 

records proposed for opening consist of agendas, correspondence, statements, and supporting 

materials on meetings with immigrant groups and immigration legislation. Many of these documents 

refer to the "detention" of immigrants, such as reference to regulations, legislative proposals, 

mandatory detention, and other detention issues. 

 



A-2 of A-3 

 

Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1027-F College in Prison programs 97 pages 4 pages 93 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

college-in-prison programs and post-secondary correction education programs. The Clinton 

Presidential records proposed for opening consist of articles and correspondence on budgets, Pell 

Grants and other educational opportunities for prisoners, and President Clinton’s acknowledgement 

of educational departments in correctional facilities. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1029-F Randall Kennedy 3,860 pages 67 pages 3,793 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all records related to 

Randall Kennedy. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails and 

textual records mentioning Randall Kennedy. Specific topics covered in this collection include 

various events Kennedy was invited to speak at or be a panelist, correspondence between President 

Clinton and Kennedy regarding input on President Clinton’s speeches and legislative strategy, the 

transcript of President Clinton’s December 1997 outreach meeting on race, roundtable events on 

race, discussion of Kennedy’s writings or talks, and articles on racial profiling, as well as 

miscellaneous news wire stories, news clippings, TV news program transcripts, and press releases. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1038-F James Brown 163 pages 3 pages 160 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to James 

Joseph Brown, the “Godfather of Soul.” The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 

consist of correspondence between James Brown and President Clinton on topics such as gift-giving, 

non-violence, peace, racial unity, and welfare. In addition, the collection contains birthday greetings, 

invitations, photo request forms, remarks, and emails regarding James Brown. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0005-F Hurley v. Irish American Gay, Lesbian, and 

Bisexual Group of Boston 

373 pages 0 pages 373 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 

1995 Supreme Court case Hurley v. Irish American Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Group of Boston. 

The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails mentioning Hurley v. Irish
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 American Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Group of Boston and the related Supreme Court case Boy 

Scouts of America v. Dale. The responsive emails primarily consist of news articles. 

Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0014-F Bradley Byrne 8 pages 1 page 7 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for correspondence relating 

to Bradley Byrne.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence 

and a resume.  There are letters of recommendation for Bradley Byrne as a nominee for the Position 

of U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Alabama and a resume.  In addition, there is a letter 

from Byrne to President Clinton withdrawing his name from consideration. 

 

### 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2020-018) 

 

November 26, 2019 

 

Bruce R. Lindsey 

William J. Clinton Foundation 

1200 President Clinton Avenue 

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

 

Dear Mr. Lindsey:  

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 

intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 

(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   

 

This material, consisting of 19,165 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 237 restricted in whole or part.  NARA is proposing to open the 

remaining 18,928 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

 

We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 

Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 

days from the date of this letter, which is February 24, 2020, unless the former or incumbent 

President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 

constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 

you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 

 

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0154-F Unclassified email related to War Powers 9,619 pages 26 pages 9,593 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS and 

TRP email records related to the term "war powers." The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening consist of emails mentioning the term "war powers." The bulk of the emails concern 

controversies between President Clinton and Congress over the deployment of U.S. military forces. 

The responsive emails include press releases, press conference transcripts, press guidance, news 

articles, electronic newsletters, President Clinton’s publically released letters to Congress in 

fulfillment of the War Powers Resolution, TV news program transcripts, White House Office of 

Management and Budget legislative reports, White House news wire reports, United States 

Information Agency foreign news media summaries, and law review journal articles regarding war 

powers. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-0156-F Unclassified email related to the Zapatistas 4,597 pages 127 pages 4,470 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for unclassified ARMS/TRP 

emails only related to the Zapatista movement or Zapatistas. The Clinton Presidential records 

proposed for opening consist of emails mentioning the Zapatistas. The bulk of the responsive records 

include United States Information Agency foreign news media summaries, Mexican news media 

summaries, miscellaneous news clippings, electronic newsletters, and State Department press 

briefings. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1022-F Immigration Detention Working Group 448 pages 9 pages 439 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

Immigration Working Group or Immigration Detention Working Group. The Clinton Presidential 

records proposed for opening consist of agendas, correspondence, statements, and supporting 

materials on meetings with immigrant groups and immigration legislation. Many of these documents 

refer to the "detention" of immigrants, such as reference to regulations, legislative proposals, 

mandatory detention, and other detention issues. 
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Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1027-F College in Prison programs 97 pages 4 pages 93 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

college-in-prison programs and post-secondary correction education programs. The Clinton 

Presidential records proposed for opening consist of articles and correspondence on budgets, Pell 

Grants and other educational opportunities for prisoners, and President Clinton’s acknowledgement 

of educational departments in correctional facilities. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1029-F Randall Kennedy 3,860 pages 67 pages 3,793 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for all records related to 

Randall Kennedy. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails and 

textual records mentioning Randall Kennedy. Specific topics covered in this collection include 

various events Kennedy was invited to speak at or be a panelist, correspondence between President 

Clinton and Kennedy regarding input on President Clinton’s speeches and legislative strategy, the 

transcript of President Clinton’s December 1997 outreach meeting on race, roundtable events on 

race, discussion of Kennedy’s writings or talks, and articles on racial profiling, as well as 

miscellaneous news wire stories, news clippings, TV news program transcripts, and press releases. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2019-1038-F James Brown 163 pages 3 pages 160 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to James 

Joseph Brown, the “Godfather of Soul.” The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 

consist of correspondence between James Brown and President Clinton on topics such as gift-giving, 

non-violence, peace, racial unity, and welfare. In addition, the collection contains birthday greetings, 

invitations, photo request forms, remarks, and emails regarding James Brown. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0005-F Hurley v. Irish American Gay, Lesbian, and 

Bisexual Group of Boston 

373 pages 0 pages 373 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 

1995 Supreme Court case Hurley v. Irish American Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Group of Boston. 

The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consist of emails mentioning Hurley v. Irish
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 American Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Group of Boston and the related Supreme Court case Boy 

Scouts of America v. Dale. The responsive emails primarily consist of news articles. 

Case 

Number 

Topic Material 

Processed 

Material 

Restricted 

Material 

Proposed 

for Opening 
2020-0014-F Bradley Byrne 8 pages 1 page 7 pages 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for correspondence relating 

to Bradley Byrne.  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include correspondence 

and a resume.  There are letters of recommendation for Bradley Byrne as a nominee for the Position 

of U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Alabama and a resume.  In addition, there is a letter 

from Byrne to President Clinton withdrawing his name from consideration. 

 

### 

 

 


