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Honorable Benjamin J. Civiletti f ST &
Attorncy General ‘ &S
5111 Justice Building ; = =<
Washington, D.C. 20530 f — o

Dear Attorney General Civiletti:

I was alarmed to read in the 'Washington Post
on Thursday, January 1, that the Department of Justice
is considering filing new school desegregation suits in
the next few weeks in order to force metropolitan-wide
busing of schoolchildren in St. Louis and Kansas City.
I strongly urge you not to approve these proposed suits.

i

Roth the St. Louis and Kansas City school districts
arc under court order now. In St. Louis, the parties have
been asked to submit a voluntary plan by February 2. 1
belicve that new lawsuits by the Justice Department will
be counterproductive, exacerbating tensions and taking
attention away from constructing a voluntary approach.

Please let me know of your decision in this matter.
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Houase of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Broomfield:

The Assistant Attorney General for Legislative Affairs has
referred to me your letter of Pebruary 18, 1881, Inquiring about
the status of United States v, City of Birmingham, Michigan.
Please excuse the delay in my reply.

Cn March 7, 1980, the United States filed suit against the
City of Birmingham alleging a pattern or practice of racial dis-
crimination in violation of the Fair Housing Act of 1968. A copy
of the complaint in this case is enclosed herewith. The parties
in this case are currently engaged in the closing weeks of diszcov-
ary, and as yet no trial date has been set, The Department of
Justice is continuing to pursue this litigation in accordance with
itz responsibilities to enforce compliance with the Fair Housing Act.

I hope that this information is responsive to your request,
and that you will feel free to call on me if I can be of any further
zzsistance,

Sincerely,

James P. Turner
Acting Aszistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division
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February 18, 1981 ot \

The Assistant Attorney General
for Legislative Affairs

Depar tment of Justice

Main Justice Building, Rcoom 1603

Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Sir:

With the change in Administrations, I have received several
inquiries as to the status of the Department of Justice's
housing discrimination suit against the City of Birmingham,
Michigan.

Any information you could provide regarding this matter
would be appreciated.

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

William S. Br
Member of Co
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