
ANDREW JOHNSON IN WAR AND IN PEACE
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PresidentAndrew Johnson, 1865. Photograph from the Bradc't Collection, N4RA.

A bill to reauthorize the National Historical Publications and |
Records Commission to receive up to ten million dollars per
year for competitive grants in Fiscal Years 2002-2005 has passed
the House of Representatives.As this issue of Annotation goes
to press, the bill, HR 4110, has been referred to the Senate
Governmental Affairs Committee, chaired by Senator Fred
Thompson of Tennessee. j

There is little question thatAndrew Johnson's role and activities
during the Civil War led to his greater recognition as Abraham
Lincoln's Vice President and shortly thereafter as the nation's
seventeenth President.

A longtime Democrat and public office holder, Johnson had
made his mark in Tennessee politics as state legislator, governor,
U.S. Representative, and also U.S. Senator. Few politicians could
rival his record of accomplishments that began in the 1830s
and continued without interruption up to the time of the Civil
War. Although his years in Congress had given Johnson some
national attention, it took the Presidential election of 1860 and
the subsequent secession crisis to catapult him to higher levels
of recognition and acclaim.

After having been given some consideration for the Presidential
nomination at the Charleston Democratic convention, Johnson
switched his loyalties to the Southern Democrats once the split in
the party occurred. He worried, however, about the sectional ten-
sions that became increasingly apparent and strident during the
Presidential campaign. His predictions that there would be a rup-
ture of the Union if Lincoln were elected unfortunately came true.

One month after the election, the departure of South Carolina
from the Union launched the secession crisis. Johnson, who was
serving in the U.S. Senate at this time, delivered a remarkable
speech attacking secession and defending the Union. His oration
caught the attention of much of the nation. He subsequently fol-
lowed that speech with a similar one in February 1861.Johnson,
alone of the Southerners serving in the U.S. Senate, refused to
vacate his seat or embrace the secession cause.

Upon adjournment, however, he returned to Tennessee to
shore up Unionist support in his home state, particularly in the
eastern third where he resided.Johnson linked arms with other
Unionists to fight against the secession referendum that was
pending in Tennessee. These efforts proved unsuccessful, al-
though the eastern section voted against secession. After the
results of the June 1861 plebiscite became known, Johnson,
fearing for his life, left Tennessee, moved into Kentucky, made
speeches in that state and also in Ohio, and then returned to
Washington.

By now leaders outside of the South increasingly lauded him
as the great defender of the Union. President Lincoln had already
taken note of Johnson and had dealt exclusively with him on
matters of Federal patronage in Tennessee. (contimnn,ed on page 11)
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Welcome to the September 2000 issue of Annotation, which focuses on some
of the projects that the NHPRC has supported relating to the Civil War.

First, however, we note the continuing effort to secure the reauthorization of the
NHPRC to receive up to $10 million dollars per year for competitive grants in
FiscalYears 2002-2005.The reauthorization bill has been referred to committee as
this issue goes to press.

We begin this issue of Annotation by congratulating editor Paul H. Bergeron and

his staff on the completion of their project to publish the papers of Andrew

Johnson.The final volume of the Johnson papers will not be out for some months
yet, but the project office was in the process of shutting down when your editor
called to request an article for this issue.Thank you, Dr. Bergeron, for taking time
from your busy schedule (he is returning to a full-time teaching position in the
History Department at the University of Tennessee) to write our cover story on
Andrew Johnson's role in the Civil War and its aftermath.

Our second article, by Martha Evans Wiley, recounts the efforts of the staff of the

Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum at Lincoln Memorial University in

Harrogate, Tennessee, to survey, organize, and improve access to important and
unique manuscript collections in their archives. The resulting project, Finding
Lincoln, enhanced the preservation and availability of several manuscript collec-
tions, including those of Kentucky abolitionist and political figure Cassius
Marcellus Clay, U.S.S. Monitor commander John L. Worden, and Union military
leader and Freedmen's Bureau chief Oliver Otis Howard (who also founded
Lincoln Memorial University).

Zebulon Baird Vance of North Carolina found himself frequently at odds with
both the Union and the Confederate governments in the course of the war. A
Unionist Whig congressman in the spring of 1861, he became a reluctant advocate
of secession after Lincoln called for troops to put down the rebellion of the other
Southern states.Vance served as colonel of the 26th North Carolina Infantry before
being elected state governor in 1862; thereafter, his vigorous defense of state ter-
ritory from Union forces and of state prerogatives from the Confederate govern-
ment made him one of the Confederacy's most memorable political figures. Joe A.
Mobley's article describes North Carolina's efforts to publish the Vance papers.

Michael Rose of the Atlanta History Center Archives shares information on the
preservation of portions of the Center's visual collection, which includes a
daguerreotype of Union warship designer and military leader Charles Ellet,Jr.

Lynda L. Crist of the Jefferson Davis papers project writes on the help that she
and other editors have received from the NHPRC's research staff. Modesty forbids
a more fulsome summary, but thank you, Lynda, from all of us.

Teresa Mora then tells us about the Brooklyn Historical Society's efforts to pre-
serve and provide access to a collection of the papers of religious leader and abo-
litionist Henry Ward Beecher and Brooklyn's historic Plymouth Church.

John R. McKivigan. editor of The Frederick Douglass Papers, explores the
Douglass family's CivilWar experiences.These included the work of the great abo-
litionist to recruit African American military units for the Union army and the ser-
vice of two of his sons in the most famous of those regiments, the 54th Massa-
chusetts Volunteer Infantry.

Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant led the Union army to victory in this fratri-
cidal conflict, and it is only fitting that an article on The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant
should constitute the final words in this Civil War issue of Annotation. Aaron M.
Lisec, an assistant editor with the Grant project, shares with us some of Grant's
efforts to lead the country forward out of the shadows of war into a decent and
honorable time of peace.
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One hundred thirty-five years after it ended, strong interest in the
Civil War-on the part of both professional historians and the gen-
eral public-continues to flourish. Books on the Civil War, also
known as the War Between the States and the War of the Rebellion,
seem to fly off bookstore shelves; thousands meet regularly to reen-
act battles: thousands more visit Civil War battlefields every year;
and the Confederate flag was only recently in the news. Media
events, such as the broadcast of Ken Burns' multipart series on the
Public Broadcasting System a decade ago, heighten public aware-
ness of that conflict to amazing levels.

Hollywood, too, has found the Civil War to be fertile ground,
although moviemakers often cannot resist the temptation to change
or compress history in the interest of a '"better" story. The assault on
Battery Wagner in Charleston harbor by the 54th Massachusetts
Infantry Regiment in July 1863, mentioned in John McKivigan's article
in this issue, was the subject of a major motion picture, Glor,.

This issue of Annotation highlights a small portion of the pro-
jects that the NHPRC has supported and currently supports that

to%

relate to the American Civil War. We are particularly proud to cele-
brate the completion of a major long-term project in this area, The
Papers of Andreu, Johnson, produced under the aegis of the
Tennessee Presidents Center in Knoxville, and published by the
University of Tennessee Press.

Also described in this issue are several NHPRC-supported
archival projects that have helped to preserve and enhance access
to the papers or photographic images of such Civil War figures as
abolitionists Henry Ward Beecher and Cassius Marcellus Clay, Union
general and Freedmen's Bureau chief Oliver Otis Howard, U.SS.
Monitor commanderJohn L.Worden, and warship designer Charles
Ellet, Jr. Commission-supported historical documentary editions of
the papers of Andrew Johnson, Jefferson Davis, Zebulon B. Vance,
Ulysses S. Grant, and Frederick Douglass are described as well.

The NHPRC continues to support a wide range of activities to
preserve, publish, and encourage the use of documentary sources
relating to the history of the United States, including the heart-
breaking and costly conflict that was the Civil War.

Documentary Editing Conferences Celebrate Scholarly Work

To celebrate the completion of the edition of Thbe Papers of

Robert Morris, 1781-1784, a conference entitled "Found-
ing Financier: Robert Morris" was held at the City

University of New York Graduate Center on Friday, April
7, 2000. In addition to the conference, a workshop for his-

tory teachers and graduate students was held the follow-
ing day at the Trevor Day School. Distinguished historians
presented papers on Morris' roles in the Revolution,

Atlantic trade and commerce, and the American financial

system, including banking and credit. Workshop subjects

included using Internet and other electronic source docu-

ments, archival sources, and documentary editions, in both
print and electronic format, in the classroom.

In addition to scholarly presentations on Robert Morris'
career and influence during the period, the Honorable

Mary Ellen Withrow, Treasurer of the United States deliv-

ered a keynote address on the treasury in Robert Morris'
day and today.

The Papers of Robert Morris, 1781-1784, was published
in nine volumes by the University of Pittsburgh Press. A
CD-ROM supplement and online cumulative index are in
production and will be available later this year. Project
Director and Editor Elizabeth M. Nuxoll and Coeditor Mary
A. Y. Gallagher completed the project that was launched by

Professor E. James Ferguson with financial assistance from

the NHPRC and the NEH as well as many private sources.

* * *

The Benjamin Franklin Hall of the American

Philosophical Society was the site of a 1-day conference on

Thursday, June 15, 2000, on the Founding Fathers

Papers-Adams, Franklin, Jefferson, Madison, Washington,

and the Jefferson Papers, Retirement Series. The event was

organized by the Founding Fathers Papers, Inc. and spon-

sored by the Pew Charitable Trusts. The purpose of the

conference was to make the scholarly work of the six pro-

jects better known to a wider audience. The conference

was also broadcast live on the Internet. Approximately 130

individuals from the Philadelphia area and elsewhere

attended. Members of 45 organizations accessed the con-

ference through the Internet.

In her opening remarks, Rebecca Rimel, president and

chief executive officer of the Pew Charitable Trusts, wel-

comed the conference participants and expressed the

foundation's appreciation for these documentary works.

Stanley N. Katz, Princeton University, provided a gener-

al introduction and background on the projects. Edmund

S. Morgan (Yale University) gave concluding comments.

Annorrion Vol 28 3 Seprermber 2000

I 0 0

�!M



-l-,SI*

THE CONINISSION'S MEETINGS FOLLOW TIIE FISCAL VEAR OF OCTOBER 1 TO SEPTEMB1ER 30. CONShQUENILY, TIIE FIRST MEETING OF THE

FISCAIL YEAR IS IN NOVN1EMBER AND THE SECOND IS IN MA'.

June 1 (for the November meeting)

Proposals addressing the following top priorities:

*The NHPRC will provide the American public with widespread access to the papers of the founders of our democratic

republic and its institutions by ensuring the timely completion of eight projects now in progress to publish the

papers of George Washington, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, James MNadison, and papers that

document the Ratification of the Constitution, the First Federal Congress, and the early Supreme Court

*The NHPRC will promote broad public participation in historical documentation by collaborating with State Historical

Records Advisory Boards to plan and carry out jointly funded programs to strengthen the nation's archival infrastruc-

ture and expand the range of records that are protected and accessible

*The NHPRC will enable the nation's archivists, records managers, and documentary editors to overcome the obstacles

and take advantage of the opportunities posed by electronic technologies by continuing to provide leadership in

funding research and development on appraising, preserving, disseminating, and providing access to important doc-

umentary sources in electronic form

OCTOBER 1 (for the May meeting)

Proposals not addressing the above priorities, but focusing on an activity authorized in the NHPRC statute as fol-

lows:

* collecting, describing, preserving, compiling, and publishing (including microfilming and other forms of reproduction)

of documentary sources significant to the history of the United States

*conducting institutes, training and educational courses, and fellowships related to the activities of the Commission

*disseminating information about documentary sources through guides, directories, and other technical publications

*or, more specifically, documentary editing and publishing; archival preservation and processing of records for access;

developing or updating descriptive systems; creation and development of archival and records management pro-

grams; development of standards, tools, and techniques to advance the work of archivists, records managers, and

documentary editors; and promotion of the use of records by teachers, students, and the public

APPLICATION GUIDELINES AND FORMS MAY BE REQUESTED FROM NHPRC, NATIONAL ARCHiVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION,

700 PENNSYLVANU AVENUtE NW, ROOM 111, WASHINGTON, DC 20408-0001, 202-501-5610 (VOICE), 202-501-5601 (FAX),

nhprc@archl.nara.gov (E-MAIL), OR BY ACCESSING OUR WEB SITE AT www.nara.gov/nbprc/

Annor aron Vol 28 3 Seprmeber 20004



Public and scholarly interest in the American
CivilWar shows no sign of abating. New books
come out every day; most recently, personal
papers, diaries, and letters are hitting the best-
seller list. There seems to be an insatiable
appetite within the general public to tmder-
stand not just the important military details of
the war, but the day-to-day happenings on the
home front as well.

In response to this demand, and to pre-
serve irreplaceable material, the staff of the
Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum in
Harrogate,Tennessee, applied to the NHPRC,
seeking funds with which to survey, orga-
nize, and improve access to the numerous
important and unique manuscript collec-
tions in their archives.The resulting
project, Finding Lincoln, offi-

ciallv benan in October
1997 as an archives pro-
ject to ensure that the
wealth of material
held at the library
would be available
to researchers and
scholars both on-
site and online.

The materials
had never been
completely catego-
rized. Finding aids
consisted only of a
dated inventory, partial
indices from the muse-
um's previous incarnation
(the Lincoln Room), and tht

K1OWIlCUue 0r1 museum stall.

Significant manuscripts were hap-
hazardly arranged. and large num-

Top: Cassius Marcel/us Clao Bon
bers of Civil War period essays Boyroq RIGHT:John Lorimner WTo

were stored tnder only the broad- Carte de Visite Collection, Abrahc

est of headings. Finding Lincoln

involved the hiring of archivist
Leanne Garland, who first conducted a survey of these materials, then
arranged and described the unpublished archival collections. Original
catalog records of the manuscript collections were created to make
the collections publicly accessible through the Online Computer
Library Center, or OCLC.

The majority of the archival collection was acquired during the
first half of the 20th century, when Carl Sandburg's biography of

v ' -, X Abraham Lincoln sparked renewed national
interest in the 16th President. Lincoln Me-
morial University, a small Appalachian school,
built one of the top collections in the nation,

South. Noted Lincoln
IcMurtry, during his
incolniana from 1937
ed the collection by
nationwide.
acquired prints, doc-

ripts, and contempo-
diaries. The present
lding was completed
public exhibit area, a
he artifact collection,
for manuscript docu-
apers, scrapbooks,
rrespondence, and
raphs. A new wing
aining a larger vault is
rrently under con-
Ltruction. The Rea-
ding and Rare Book
Room opened in
1994 to serve visit-
ing scholars and re-
searchers.

After receiving
funding from the
NHPRC, our first

undertaking was a
collection survey to
entify the size and
pe of the manu-
, photograph, scrap-
d university archive
, and to assign priori-

INOM

rde.
am.

ties to future cataloging. This was no
small undertaking. Some difficulty was

LEFT: Oliver Otis Hou'ard.
P. Photographs froim the encountered with the accessioning re-
Lincoln Museum. cords: it was discovered that the forms

were not in sequence and contained gaps,
and that duplicated accessions existed for

collections not connected with each other. New accessioning records
were created after we located many non-accessioned items and col-
lections during the course of the sunrvey.

One of the major challenges during this initial step was separat-
ing the administrative correspondence, especially that relating to
the acquisition of materials, from the documentary materials them-
selves. Another was separating intermingled vertical files. Some
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pressing conservation needs were also identified during the sur-

vey.Acid-free folders, buffered bond paper, and archival containers

were acquired to prevent deterioration of the original documents,

and those in need of further conservation treatment were priori-

tized. The Library of Congress has since verified this need to

restore several Lincoln documents, and is currently providing con-

sultation assistance as needed.

The highest priority was placed on processing the four most sig-

nificant archival collections. Because of the size and significance of

the Cassius Marcellus Clay Papers, they were processed first. The

Clay Papers date from the period 1842-1901, with the bulk span-

ning the years 1855-66. Born in Madison County, Kentucky, Clay

(1810-1903) was a colorful and influential statesman and diplo-

mat, probably best known as Minister Plenipotentiary to Russia

from 1861 to1869, with a brief respite in 1862 when he served as

a Major General in the Union Army. Much of the collection consists

of Clay's incoming correspondence. There are letters from such

pivotal figures as Abraham Lincoln, William Henry Seward, Harriet

Beecher Stowe, Horace Greeley, and Charles Sumner.

Clay was also one of the most prominent American abolitionists,

advocating gradual emancipation in his antislavery newspaper the

TritueAmerican, later known as the Examiner. Included in the col-

lection is his certificate of membership in the American

Colonization Society, signed by distant cousin Henry Clay (1845).

Clay served three terms in the Kentucky legislature, 1835-40, and

helped to found the Republican Party in 1854. Lincoln Memorial

University acquired this collection in 1936 from the Stewart Kidd

Company of Cincinnati, Ohio.The Clay Papers, containing almost

600 letters, was thus the first collection to be completely

processed and made accessible both on the Internet and in print-

ed form.

After the Clay Papers were completed, processing of the

Abraham Lincoln Collection began.This collection consists of var-

ious papers, documents, photographs, newspaper articles, and

ephem-era that relate primarily to Lincoln.Among its subdivisions

are the Legal Papers, consisting of more than 150 items; and the

Presidential Papers, containing more than 70 items, including

Presidential pardons, appointments, and petitions. The collection

spans the years 1839-1961, with the bulk dating from 1841 to

1865.There are also various papers of Lincoln's cabinet and family,

as well as scrapbooks and photographs.These have been organized

as the Related Sources finding aid.The Lincoln Collection is now

complete and available on the museum's web site, in print format,

and in the OCLC database.

Unique to the Abraham Lincoln Library and Museum is the col-

lection of John LorimerWorden, commander of the U.S.S. Monitor

during its famous naval battle with the C.S.S. Virgintia (formerly

the U.S.S.Merrimack).TheWorden Papers span the years 1835-91,

with the bulk of the materials dating from 1861-68.They provide

an illuminating look at naval life in this period.The collection con-

sists of correspondence and official papers relating to Worden's

service in the U.S. Navy, a personal scrapbook, and various hand-

written manuscripts authored by Worden, who eventually reached

the rank of rear admiral. Several letters by dignitaries such as

Gideon Welles and Braxton Bragg are included. These relate to

Worden's arrest and imprisonment in Montgomery, Alabama, by

the Confederates in 1861.There are also letters of commendation

for his handling of the Monitor in battle, and letters of sympathy

regarding his substantial injuries. The Worden papers are now

accessible in electronic and print-based formats.

The museum also owns a number of papers and artifacts of Major

General Oliver Otis Howard, the founder of Lincoln Memorial Univer-

sity. Howard (1830-1909) received the Congressional Medal of Honor

for his conduct at the Battle of Fair Oaks (1862). He later served as a

wing commander under Gen. William T. Sherman during the 1864

March to the Sea. Howard was also a strong advocate for African

Americans: he served as the first Commissioner of the Freedman's

Bureau, and founded such illustrious schools as Howard and Fisk

Universities forAfrican American students.

Among the museum's Howard items are a family Bible, personal

correspondence, Freedman's Bureau documents, and Howard's hand-

written lectures recounting his mfilitary career. Although the muse-

um's collection by no means contains all of Howard's papers, it is sig-

nificant, and reveals important insights into the man and his times.

The Howard Papers are now well organized and available to re-

searchers.

The processing of other large manuscript collections continued

after the four major ones were completed; among them are the

papers of Maj. George Cockrell, an important figure in early 19th-

century East Tennessee; the letters of Sgt. Maj. Benjamin Trail, an

African American soldier who was killed in the Battle of the Crater

at Petersburg, Virginia, in 1864; and an extensive collection of

sketches by Bernhardt Wall, a noted Lincoln artist. The Carte de

Visite Collection, of almost 700 photographic "calling cards," con-

tains images of such mid 19th-century notables as John Wilkes

Booth,William Cullen Bryant, James Fenimore Cooper, Samuel EB.

Morse, and Stephen A. Douglas. The items in these collections are

described in a 35- page repository guide with index.

As a result of our NHPRC Processing and Description grant, origi-

nal manuscripts and photographs in the archives are now accessible

to a wider audience, and their availability has greatly increased pub-

lic awareness of the resources housed at the repository. In addition,

the preparation of collection-level and item-level online cataloging

using Archives, Personal Papers, and Manuscripts (APPM) and the

USMARC format provides access through OCLC nationwide.

We experienced immediate positive results from our efforts.

Historians and researchers across the nation have already made use

of this newly discovered material.The Library web site is linked to the

homepage of the museum, www.lmnunet.edu/museunm/index. htmnl.

This project allowed us to gain intellectual and archival control

of major components of our collection. It also helped identify fur-

ther needs and opportunities. Since the completion of the project

in October 1998, positive steps have been taken to continue the

process of making the collections accessible to the public, includ-

ing the hiring of a full-time archivist and the establishment of an

internship program in collections management. *>

MARTHA EVANS WILEY IS EDUCATION COORI)INATOR AT LINCOLN MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY'S

ABRAHA.M LINCOLN LIBRARY AND MLUSELIUM.
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The Papers of Zebulon Baird Vance.

A LETTERPRESS EDITION
WITH CONTINUTING APPEAL

a 1, :

Zebtlon Baird lance, c-. 18v. Photograph cour-
tes, of Mrs. Maay Barden, New Bern, NC.

Students of 19th-century souithern history

are familiar with the career of North Caro-

lina politician Zebulon Baird Vance, Argu-

ably the most popular public figuire in the

history of the Tar Heel State, Vance proba-

bly is best know n for his senvice as Civil War

governor. In fact, to Civil War scholars, he is

perhaps the most controversial and least

understood of the Confederate governors

A Whig lawxyer, legislator, and congres,s-

man prior to the x ar, Vance originally

opposed secession, but after Fort Stiiumter

and Lincoln's call for troops, he joined the

Confederate army. While conmmanding the

26th Regiment North Carolina Troops duiring

the Peninsula Campaign in Nirginia, he was

elected ov ernwhelmingly to the office of gos-

ernor as the Conservative Partv candidate.

He assumed office in September 1862. The

voters reelected him in 1864, and he served

as the state's chief executive uintil the end of

the war. On May 13. 1865, Fedceral authori-

ties arrested Vance and subsequently impris

oned him in the Old Capitol Prison in

WNashington, DC, until they released him on

July 6. During Reconstruction, Vance re-

tuLrnedcl to the practice of lawv in Charlotte.

North Carolina. He received a Fedleral par-

don in 186'. Although the state legislature

electedc him to the U.S. Senate in 187'0,

Congress refusedl to seat him because of his

remaining political disqualifications. In one

of the most famous campaigns in North

Carolina history. Vance defeatedcl Republican

Thomas Settle, Jr., a former state suprleme

court justice, for the office of governor in

1876, That election brought to a conclusion

Republican Reconstruction in the state.

Vance's term as goxernor endcled after 2

years, when he xvas again elected to the U.S.

Senate, where he sern'ed until his death in

Washington in 1894.

The North Carolina Division of Archives

ancl History published the first letterpress

volume of 7he Pacpei- of' Zebid/on Bairl

tillce, edited by Frontis W. Johnston, pro-

fessor of historx' at Davidson College.

Publishled in 1963 during the centennial of

the Civil Xar, this v olurne dleals x ith Nance's
correspondclence from 1843 thirough 1862.

Over the next three decades, the project had

several editors, but none ever produced

another volume. Then in 1983. Gordclon B.

McKinney, at that time a professo)r of histor'

at Western Carolina University, accepted the

task of completing the Vance Papers. A grant

from the National Historical I'Publications and

Records Commission finded a microfilm

edition, 7The Papers o /'Zebulolo IOice, 39

reels (Frederick. MI).: tTniversit' Publica-

tions of America, 1987), edited by IlcKinney
and Civil \ar scholar Richard M. MlcMlurr.

No furthler progress wvas made on a letter-

press edition uintil 1991, xhen the present

editor assumed responsibility for the project.

In 1995 the Division of Archives andcl Histor)-

published the second letterpress v olume,

xwhich covers the vear 1863. Work is cur-

rently uncler wax on the thircd -olume, wxhich

will conclucde with the endc of the Civil War

in May 1865 and is scheduled to appear in

the winter of 2(01. All fuinding for The

Palpels Of Zebldion Baird Ihince currently

comes from the Division of Archives and

Historv's annual budget for its Historical

Publications Section.

Thoughl historians most often recall Vance

for his role as Civil War governor of North

Carolina, they do not all agree in their assess-

ments of him and his behavior during the

sectional conflict, In general, however, most

schlolars have portrayed Vance and his coutin-

terpart in Georgia. Gov Joseph E. Brown, as

political bedfellows who were tunited in their

defense of state rights and opposition to the

government of Jefferson Dav is. 'lThe first pro-

fessional historian to depict Vance and

Broxwn as the mavericks of the Confedleracy

xas Frank L. Owsley. In his 1925 hook State
Rights inl the Conql/deztc ', O-vxsley main-
tained that Vance and Broxn helped to

destroy the Confederacy hy their commiit-

ment to state sovereignty and their preoccu

pation w ith local clefense.l Like Brown,

mance desernes a nes- biography (A com-

plete letterpress edition of NVance documents

should help considerably in making such a

biography feasible.) Glenn Tuckers Zeb

I kince: Champion o/' Personal Freedom

(1965) is a usefuil tbut dated laudators

account that xviews Vance primarily as a de-

fender of individual liberty. In the biograph-

ical narrative at the beginning of volume 1 of

7he Pcper, oJ Zeblzonu Baird Iamce (1903),

editor Frontis W. Jolhnston provided a capa-

ble outline of the life of \Vnce, vv hom

Johnston admired for his courage, holdness,

and vision.", Richard S. `ates, in his solidl

193' article in the Journal of Southenl

llistoi), 1940s articles in the Abo,lb Ccirolicna

Historical Reieuw', and brief book The

ConPlecrucIl and Zeb 1 lIce (1958), offered a

broader perspective on Vance but did not

clelvxe far into analysis and interpretation of

his subject. Yates dclid. how ever, contradict

Owsley's portrait of Xance by suggesting that

the governor was a loyal suipporter of the

Conlederate go ernent and not an obstruc-

tionist.,
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William W Holden, editor of the North Carolina
Standard (Raleigh) and peace adzocate, was over-
u,helmingly defeated by Vance in the gubernatorial
election of 1864 Photograph from the State
Archives, NC. Division of Archives and Histor;
Raleigh.

In more recent years, historians have
examined Vance in the context of the larger
realm of Confederate political and social his-
tory. To Paul D. Escort, in his thoughtful and
influential After Secession: Jefferson Davis
and the Failoire o'f Confederate Nationalism
(1978), Vance was primarily an adversary of
Confederate President Davis.s A skillful anal-
ysis of Vance's activities in the gubernatorial
election of 1864, when he ran against the
peace candidate William W. Holden, can be
found in Marc W. Kniruman's Parties and
Politics in North Carolina. 1836-1865 (1983).
Kruman maintains that Vance defeated
Holden by giving "the electorate what it
desired." That is, "he defended the liberties of
the state's citizens while demanding that
southerners continue their armed struggle for
independence.", Subsequent studies, such as
WhyV the South Lost the Civil War (1986), by
Richard E. Beringer, Herman Hattaway,
Archer Jones, and William N. Still Jr., contin-
ued Kruman's theme of Vance's dual ap-
proach to political success. According to
Beringer and his co-authors, Vance, as a
Unionist originally opposed to secession,
gave up on the idea of Confederate national-
ism as the war wore on but nevertheless
urged North Carolinians to fight on until the
bitter end.- George C. Rable has "categorized
Vance as a political centrist who mediated
between the demands for national unity and
the preservation of liberty." Rable maintains
that "the governor's often brilliant maneuver-

ing through the treacherous factionalism of
North Carolina politics and his triumphant
reelection in 1864 seriously weakened the
peace movement and ironically strengthened
the Confederate government."' In his 1979
article in the North Carolina Historical

Ret'ieu, David D. Scarboro found less irony
than did Rable in Vance's support of Confed-
erate policies. Scarboro. like Yates, down-
plays the importance of state rights and
emphasizes Vance's willing cooperation with
the Davis government in several instances.
Scarboro suggests, however, that Vance's
cooperation with the Confederate govern-
ment was a matter of necessity, not choice.
He states that "the reason for the willingness
of Governor Vance to cooperate with the
Confederacy was his realization that defiance
of the Richmond government was a useless
exercise."" Gordon B. McKinney, in his recent
article "Zebulon B. Vance and His
Reconstruction of the Civil War in North
Carolina" (1998). demonstrates how, after the
war, Vance himself claimed that to whatever
extent he had supported the Confederate war
effort. "he was merely doing his duty."
McKinney charges that Vance faithfully sup-
ported the Davis government in many of iLs
war policies and subsequently, like other
Confederate leaders and the "Nazis at the end
of World War II," would "not face the full
implications of his actions.")

Thus historians have interpreted Vance's
Civil War career in different ways. Some
scholars have seen the governor as an old-
line Whig and Unionist who reluctantly
accepted secession and was committed to
state rights and individual liberty and con-
stantly at odds with the Confederate gov-
ernment. Others insist that Vance frequent-
ly cooperated with President Davis and his
officials but that he simultaneously kept a
watchful eye on the peace movement and
the public's concern for state rights and
personal freedom and adjusted his political
stance accordingly.

One of the missions of The Papers of
Zebulon Baird Vance is to help Civil War
historians solve the conundrum of the
nature of Vance's loyalty and commitment
to Davis and to a separate Confederate
nation. There is much in the Vance papers
to enhance researchers' understanding of
the relationship between the individual
Southern states and the Confederate gov-
ernment. Largely for that reason-although
the large volume of extant Vance materials
was also a factor-the present editor decid-
ed to concentrate on transcribing and pub-

lishing in the letterpress edition those doc-
uments that pertain to the major political,
military, and administrative decisions of the
Tar Heel State's chief executive. This choice,
meant, of course, that a vast number of
items of "social history" will not he as well
represented as materials that deal with the
major political decisions and prohlems of a
governor at war. But, if the researcher is to
derive an accurate and complete picture of
the tumutltuous circumstances amid which
Vance led his state, the editor could not
entirely exclude letters from ordinary folk-
farmers, businessmen, soldiers' wives, and
troops in the field. He therefore elected to
print a sampling of documents that he con-
sidered representative and graphic in
describing the deprivations, fears, and war
support of ordinary North Carolinians-at
home and on the battlefield who con-
stantly bombarded Vance with their com-
plaints and pleas for help. For further evi-
dence concerning the home front and war
conditions and sentiment among the popu-
lace, the researcher is referred to the "Cal-
endar of Papers Not Printed in This
Volume," which appears at the end of both
the Civil War volumes (2 and 3) and will
also be included in the final volume (4) on
Vance's postwar career. The editor encour-
ages the researcher to consult each calendar
for such subjects as destitution, poor relief,
distilling, salt, blockade, tax-in-kind, disaf-
fection. conscription, desertion, peace, ha-

In the election forgovernor in 1876, Vance's defeat
of Republican Thomnas Settle, Jr enuded Republican
Reconstruction in the Tar Heel State. Photograph of
Settle from the State Archilves, NC Division of
Archives and History, Raleigh.
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beas corpus, and civil unrest. The appropri-

ate documents can then be located in the

microfilm edition or requested from the

original repository.

Perhaps the editor's greatest regret in pro-

ducing the letterpress edition is that the cal-

endar at the back of each book cannot

describe the contents of every' document in

more detail. The subject description for eachl

document unfortunately comprises only a

word or two. The usual problems that plague

documentary projects-such as, lack of print-

ing funds, space, and staff- were factors in

the adoption of this approach. The large vol-

ume of Vance materials also made it neces-

sary to keep the entries brief. For example,

the documents currently known to exist for

1863 (the scope of volume 2) totaled approx-

imately 3,606. Of that number, 406, or about

11 percent, were transcribed and printed in

volume 2, which has 475 pages. The rest are

listed in the book's calendar. The publication

of thoroughly descriptive calendars alone

would have called for several volumes,

which went beyond the capacity of the pro-

ject. But a calendar with very brief descrip-

tions is better than no calendar at all. At least

the researcher can determine what docu-

ments exist in addition to those printed, wxhat

they might concern, and where they are

located.

The Vance documents reside in various

collections thlroughout the United States. The

largest single repositorv for those materials is

the State Archivxes, North Carolina Division of

Archives and History, Raleigh. That facility

houses three major collections pertaining to

Vance: the Governors Papers, the Govemrnors

Letter Books, and Vance's private papers. For

the letterpress edition, transcriptions come

from manuscript sources only, although

some of the same documents might be

found in other printed sources (such as the

The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of
the OffJicial Recordls of the UInion and
Confederate Armnies). For example, Vance's
addresses to the General Assembly, wvhich

already appear in Legislative Documents
published by the State of North Carolina, are

not included in The Papers of Zebiuloz Baird
l,ance unless they also exist in manuscript

form in the original records of the legislature.

Of course, when multiple copies of the

same document are extant, the editor uses

the copy of earliest origin. The Governors

Letter Books are an interesting case. During

Vance's years as governor, clerks penned

into large books copies of many of the letters

that he sent and received. Often these letter

books contain the only known surviving

copies of the correspondence. Soon after the

Civil War, Federal officers confiscated the let-

ter books and shipped themn to the War

Department in Washington, DC. North

Carolina's subsequent efforts to recover them

proved unsuccessful until 1886, when the

Federal Governmnent agreed to provide the

state with certified handwvritten copies of the

letter books. Then in 1962, the North

Carolina l)epartment (later Division) of

Archlives and History applied for and re-

ceived the original books. In The Papers of
Zebulon Baird Vance, the transcriptions from
the letter books came from the original ver-

sions prepared by Vance's clerks, although

the Federal copies occasionally are used to

aid in deciphlering difficuLlt handwriting. The

clifferences between the two sets of books

usually are minor but at times are significant,

as in instances of misspellings and of words

or sentences left out by the Washington

scribes.

The NVance Papers are transcribed and

printed as exactly is as feasible. But to pro-

vide continuit' and assist the reade;r, the edi-

tor has found a number of editorial adjust-

ments and devices necessary. Margins, in-

dentation, and placement of addresses and

other elements are standardized. Misspell-

ings and punctuation are retained except

when the misspelling is so flagrant or the

punctuation so erratic or bizarre as to

become unintelligible or misleading. In such

cases, silent emendations are made. The use

of brackets, solidi, inserted explanations, and

other interv entions is kept to a minimum and

is fully discussed in the editorial method.

EnclosuLres are designated as sticih and

appear immediately after the correspon-

dence that they acconmpany, regardless of the

date on which the enclostire was written. All

notes follow inmnediately the document to

which they refer.

Sales for The Papers oJf Zebulonl Baird
labnce give a x-alid indication that a demand

and market for letterpress documentaries

remains. Documentary editors would agree

that most documentary editions xxill never

make the best-seller lists But considering

the limited market for suchl specialized

wvorks, the Vance xolumes have sold rela-

tively w ell. As of Max 31, 2000, the

Historical Pub-lications Section had sold

2,081 copies of volumes 1 and 2. The sec-

tion sells an average of tx-o of the books
each month. And not all of these are pur-

chased by scholars or academic institutions.

Vance also has an audience among Cixvil

War enthusiasts and native Tar Heels.

As historians are often reminded, It is

nexver possible to learn all there is to know

about a historical figure, and contemporary

thought and circumstances always influence

how, a societv' interprets its past. But as long

as historians remain interested in the political

histor' of the South, there will be a need to

explore in depth the thloughts and actions of

the region's leaders. Letterpress editions such

as 77The Papers of Zebudlon Baird litlice can
help fulfill that need. -'

JOE A. MOBLEx IS ADNIINISTRATOR OF THE HISTORICAL

PtBiLICA`IIONS SEC'IION OF THE NORTH CAROLINA DIVISION OF

ARCHRxES AND HISIiORi; EDITOR IN CHIEF OF THE NORTH

(AROLINA HISTOPRiCAL RENcIE; AND EDITOR OF THE PAPERS, OF

ZEBIt LON BAIRI) VANCE.
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Charles Ellet,Jr Daguerreotype from the Atlanta History CenterArchives.

It's a handsome daguerreotype of a handsome man-included in
the Atlanta History Center's Archives. It might presumably portray a
member of the South's antebellum planter class, invariably conjuring
popular imagery of Rhett Butler, hoop skirts, and Atlanta in flames.
Perhaps it might be an 1840s Georgia merchant, conceivably a cot-
ton factor from the Savannah wharves or maybe a railway magnate
for the Macon & Western Railroad. In fact, it's neither nor anything
of the kind; it's a depiction of Charles Ellet, Jr.-a dreadful Yankee.

Ellet was a highly successful engineer who construicted the first
permanent suspension bridges in America, including spans across
the Schuylkill, Niagara, and Ohio Rivers. At the outset of the Civil
War, he advocated building warships with iron beaks or prows with
which to ram enemy vessels, and was commissioned to convert
steamboats into ramming vessels. In 1862 Ellet led the victorious
Federal fleet against the Confederates at the Battle of Memphis. Yet
the question remains how a daguerreotype of a Federal military and
naval engineer came to a collection of Southem imagery.

The Archives at the Atlanta History Center was formed in 1926
with the founding of the Atlanta Historical Society. Open to the pub-
lic, the Archives also incorporates all research components for the
Center's study, exhibition, education, and program activities. Focus-
ing on Atlanta urban and Southern regional history, the Archives
consists of published works, manuscripts, and visual culture. The
visual collection is an invaluable documentation of Atlanta history
and a national source for images of regional focus from the ante-

bellum South to the present and topics of broader significance (e.g.,
the Civil War and the Civil Rights Movement). Photographs range in
date from the 1840s to the present and represent the range of tech-
nology from daguerreotypes to digital imaging.

The visual collection was initiated in 1977 with a grant from the
NHPRC, allowing the Archives to catalog more than 7,000 pho-
tographs. In 1998 the Archives again received an NHPRC grant for
arrangement, description, and data entry for over 10,000 pho-
tographs. Three groups were selected: images of African Americans;
the Marion Johnson photojournalism collection (photographer for
the Atlanta Constituttion, 1941-1960); and the Archives' holdings of
cased images. The goal of the project was to facilitate access to pho-
tographs in subject areas of importance to researchers and in areas
of limited accessibility. In addition, all three wxere tied thematically
to exhibitions, publications, and programs expected to spark in-
creased interest.

During the project, a number of unidentified collection items were
revealed, including an ambrotype of Luther H. Glenn, the city's
secessionist antebellum mayor, wearing his Confederate uniform,
and another of his young son in his own Confederate-style uniform.
Others examples are a cased tintype of the city's second mayor, Dr.
Benjamin F. Bomar; a tintype of Thomas and Temperence Connally,
two of Atlanta's earliest settlers; and other portraits of pioneer resi-
dents or inhabitants of Atlanta during the Civil War.

Among the most interesting works was that daguerreotype of
Charles Ellet, Jr. Born in Pennsylvania, his early career included
work on both canals and railroads. In 1842 he built the first impor-
tant suspension bridge in the United States over the Schuylkill River,
followed by spans across the Ohio River-at 1,010 feet the world's
longest span-and over the Niagara River at the Falls, considered
one of his greatest achievements. Recognized as one of the great
engineers of mid-19th century America, Ellet wrote extensively on
flood control, navigational improvements, naval defenses, and other
technical and scientific matters. After 1857 he lived in Washington,
DC, and later proposed the use of rams in naval warfare. In 1862 he
was commissioned a colonel and rebuilt nine riverboats, arming
them with the Ellet Ram. On June 6, in command of the ram fleet,
he received the surrender of Memphis. Ellet himself, however, was
the lone casualty of the attack, later dying aboard his vessel.

Included with the half-plate portrait of Ellet are exceptional
daguerreotypes of Ellet's mother, Mary Israel Ellet; a tintype of his
son, Charles Rivers Ellet, who commanded the Ellet ram Switzer-
land; a daguerreotype of his daughter, Mary Virginia Ellet; and an
ambrotype of Mary and her husband, William Daniel Cabell, at
Niagara Falls. And there lies the key to how a Federal ram builder
came to the Atlanta History Center-family connections, The
Atlanta donor, Linton Cooke Hopkins, Jr., is the great-great grand-
son of Charles Ellet, Jr. Regardless, it is appropriate for the
Archives to have this daguerreotype; as the holder of the nation's
largest private collection of Civil War artifacts, the Atlanta History
Center collects diverse cultural material connected to The Late
Unpleasantness-a Yankee or a Carpetbagger here and there
doesn't hurt too much. -*

MICHAFi RoSE is INTERIM DIR(ECTOR OF THE ATLANTA HISTORY CENTER ARCHrITS.
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ANDREW JOHNSON (continued from page 1)

It was no surprise, therefore, that in early 1862 when the
President decided to launch the "military governors" experiment
in the South, he asked Johnson to take charge of Tennessee,
where Union victories had already occurred. Thus in March, the
senator left his post and went back to his home state.

For the next 3 years, until Johnson's return to Washington as
the Vice President-elect, he attempted to guide Tennessee into a
proper relationship with the Union. This turned out to be an
elusive and very difficult challenge, partly because there was so
much Confederate support in the state, and partly because mil-
itary actions frequently interfered with efforts to restore civilian
government at the local level. Moreover, it must be conceded
that Johnson's heavy-handed tactics against Confederate sym-
pathizers were often counter- productive.

One thing is beyond dispute: whenever Johnson and various
Tennessee citizens got crosswise of each other, Lincoln always
sided with his military governor. The President and Johnson
shared a common belief that the majority of Tennesseans were
actually Unionist supporters who had simply been duped by
certain Rebel leaders. Such a devoutly held conviction led to
impatience on the part of both men, who seemed not to grasp
the inaccuracy of their beliefs.

In any event,Johnson labored diligently to restore his state to
the Union, but the process dragged on almost interminably. He
spent a good bit of time in Washington during early 1863
attempting to persuade Lincoln and his administration to em-
brace a more vigorous military policy in Tennessee. Earlier, he
had sent numerous messages to Washington urging that same
strategy. Later in 1863, Johnson, with some nudging from
Lincoln, moved steadily toward emancipation, and by that sum-
mer he had converted completely to Lincoln's position on the
slavery question. The President was quite pleased with this
shift, although such a move created additional problems for
Johnson in his home state.

At the end of the year, Johnson visited Lincoln in Washington
again, this time to discuss the President's newly-promulgated
Amnesty Proclamation. After the governor issued his own
January 1864 proclamation and oath requirements for prospec-
tive Tennessee voters, Lincoln summoned him once more to
Washington. There the two men apparently reached a quick
meeting of the minds, as the President assured everyone that
there was no conflict between his proposal and Johnson's.

Much of the remainder of the year was occupied by prepara-
tions for the Presidential campaign and election.The most signif-
icant development was Lincoln's decision to dump Hannibal
Hamlin, the incumbent Vice President. For a variety of reasons,
not the least of which was the expected closeness of the elec-
tion, Lincoln decided to secure a new running mate. He let it be
known that he was interested in Johnson, although debate con-
tinues to this day over how involved Lincoln was in the final deci-
sion. Be that as it may, the so-called Union Party (the Republican
Party under a new label) in 1864 opted for Lincoln and Johnson.

Near the close of the election campaign, Johnson prescribed
an even more restrictive oath for Tennessee voters. When cer-
tain citizens protested to Lincoln, the President turned a deaf
ear and refused to interfere in Johnson's home state. The
Lincoln-Johnson ticket carried the national and also the
Tennessee vote in November; ironically Congress subsequently
refused to count Tennessee's votes.

Afterwards,Johnson spent the next 2 or 3 months attempting
to establish a civilian government for the state. In January 1865,
a convention assembled in Nashville to initiate that process. By
the time he left the state to travel to Washington for his inaugu-
ration, the basic outlines of a new state government had been
established, with the election of legislators and a governor set
for March. Furthermore, just prior to Johnson's departure, the
eligible voters approved a state constitutional amendment abol-
ishing slavery.

From that point on, Johnson's arena became the national
stage, as he was sworn in as Vice President and 6 weeks later as
President. His inauguration ceremony on March 4 was unfortu-
nately marred by his evident drunken condition, much to the
embarrassment of his friends and the Lincoln administration.
Yet the President withheld any criticism and reprimanded
those who jumped on the anti-Johnson bandwagon.There was
very little direct contact, however, between Lincoln and
Johnson from then until the tragic assassination on the night of
April 14.

Arguably well prepared to assume the mantle of the
Presidency, Johnson took the reins of office under extremely
distressing circumstances. But in the weeks and months that fol-
lowed, he established an enviable list of accomplishments as he
supervised the formal ending of the Civil War and the attempt-
ed restoration of the Confederate states. His own Amnesty
Proclamation and the appointment of provisional governors in
seven of the ex-Rebel states were two of his most notable
achievements in this period. The demobilization of the Federal
army and navy, as well as the trial of the Lincoln assassins, were
among his other efforts. Before the year of 1865 ended,
Southern states were busy holding conventions and elections;
the "restoration" process moved steadily forward. But when
Congress reconvened, it called into question and attacked
Johnson's record. The tug of war between him and the legisla-
tive branch commenced and did not end until Johnson left
office in March 1869.

Abundant information about Johnson during the Civil War
years-and beyond-is found in the volumes of The Papers of
Andrew Johnson.With the publication this year of Volume 16,
the Johnson Project successfully completes its labors, an
endeavor that began in 1956. The NHPRC has supported this
documentary project since its inception, and has financially
backed this enterprise from 1965 to the present. Indisputably,
the NHPRC has been an indispensable partner. For this, the
Andrew Johnson Project is immensely grateful.

PAUL H. BERGERON IS EDITOR OF THE PAPERS OF ANDREW JOHNSON.
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Daguerreotype of
Jefferson Davis, ca.
1858, held by the
National Portrait Gallery,
Smnithsonian Institution.

Dunlap), assisted by Mildred Hobbs, who answered that and innu-
merable other queries. Alas, they are now departed, but their
enduring legacy to this project and others is the cadre of well-
trained archivists and researchers who followed them as the edi-
tors' main contacts: Tim Connelly, Mike Meier. and Dane
Hartgrove. All these talented folks, and the National Archives staff
members who assist them, Mike Musick most prominently, the
interns, and other NHPRC staffers over the years, such as Roger
Bruns, Mary Giunta, Dick Sheldon, Nancy Sahli, George Vogt, and
Don Singer, have been invaluable to the Davis project. Because of
distance and budget constraints, the editors rarely have the plea-
sure of conducting onsite research. As a result, NHPRC-sponsored
research at the National Archives and the Library of Congress is
vital to this edition and contributes mightily to its progress.

For the most part, it's been a name game that has persisted for
36 years. It began with Dr. Trever's attempt to unearth all
Jefferson Davis documents in the National Archives. Thanks to
his keen intellect and intuition and many years' experience in the
stacks, 105 reels (60,000 frames) were microfilmed specifically for
The Papers of Jefferson Davis. Added to the microfilm were thou-
sands of photocopied sheets. All are included on detailed check-
lists that fill 10 large three-ring binders, the items themselves com-
ing from well over 50 record groups. Simultaneously, Dr. Handy
B. Fant was plowing through manuscripts in the Library of
Congress, where the Davisiana hails from 111 different collec-
tions.

Considering Davis' military (1824-35, 1846-47) and political
(1845-46, 1847-51, 1853465) careers, the Archives records from
the War Department and its bureaus, the House and Senate, and
the Confederacy come immediately to mind. In addition, the
Davis edition has published documents from the records of the
Coast Guard, the Navy's Bureau of Yards and Docks, every cabi-
net office, the Public Health Service, the Bureaus of the Public
Debt and of Indian Affairs, the General Accounting Office, the

Boundary and Claims Commissions, and the Veterans Administra-
tion, to name a few. Project holdings also include copies of thou-
sands of items from about 50 National Archives microfilm series,
many of which were scanned frame by frame.

At the National Archives, the tireless search began for "J. F.
Davis" on Military Academy and War Department documents of
the 1820s and 1830s, switching to the more familiar "Jeffn. Davis"
signature of later years, and sorting out the "J. Davis" material in
the congressional period, when there was a "Mr. Davis [ohn] of
Mass." and a "Mr. Davis [Jefferson] of Miss." What Dr. Trever
turned up, especially for Davis' West Point and army days, is
astounding. In the 1923 edition of Davis' papers, there are only 2
documents dated 1835 and earlier. Volume 1 of the Davis Papers
published 494, all but a few of which were discovered by Karl
Trever. It was he who also found the marvelously bureaucratic
exchanges between Secretary of War Davis and Acting Secretary
of the Navy Davis (Volume 5).

Even for the Civil War years (Volumes 7-11), the Davis materi-
al best indexed and most researched at the Archives still yields
new documents and images (such as the carte de visite of Varina
Davis discovered by Mike Meier with help from Mike Musick) as
well as information about already published items. Research on
the Confederate period has naturally been a part of the NHPRC
effort since the beginning of the project, but during the last dozen
years, in preparing the volumes that cover 1861-65, hundreds of
inquiries have gone by telephone, mail, and e-mail from Houston
to Washington. The editors seek help identifying people, places,
and events, deciphering handwriting, locating missing endorse-
ment pages and enclosures, reorganizing tangled pages in exten-
sive files, copying and re-copying documents illegible on film,
verifying names and titles, tracking ancient citations of all sorts
(including some that provide no record group number) and com-
posing new ones to benefit future researchers.
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Carte de zvsite (f 'Iaina Hotell Dai.o, ca. 1865, eiclosed in her kletter to
Jejfersoz Davis of December 7, 1865. AARA, Record Group 94, Letters Received,

q1401-A 1865.

Twxo searches led to separate articles in scholarly journals. An

inquiry about an enclosed note forwarded to Davis turned up not

only the note. but also a previouisly unknown letter to Davis on the

same subject and the full record of a court of inquiry on a promi-

nent Confederate officer that became the basis of a monograph pub-

lished in Civil )lasr Histor, (also discussed in Volume 8). Another

question led to tracing the history of about 275 letters pillaged from

l)avis' belongings in 1863, the story eventually unfolded in The
Journal of Missiszppi HistoO' (and is briefly told in Volume 9).

In a long and enriching partnership. our valued colleagues at

700 Pennsylvania Avenue NW have been teachers and mentors in

the archival arts, finding countless documents and answvers that

would hav e eluded even the most skilled researchers. They have

also become friends, welcoming and helpful when the editors

and even the project's graduate student assistants manage

research trips to Washington. All of us have shared the fruistrations

and triumphs of fitting together the pieces of the puzzle, inform-

ing our readers as wse (mostlyv) reconstitute and explicate Jefferson

Davis' "literary remains." *>

LaiI)A L. CRIS] F' o:)11 Ii I)I THI PAPFR- OFJFIII:R, )N I)A\%.

SOME OTHER CIVIL-WAR REIAD
IHISTORICAL DOCUMENTARY

EDMIONS SPONSORED
BY THE NRIPRC

The Black Abolitionist Papers

Thomas Bragg Diary, 1861-1862 (microfilm)

John Stillman Brown Family Papers, 1818-1907
(microfilm)

James Buchanan Papers (microfilm)

The Papers of Salmon P. Chase

Mary Chestnut's Civil War

Lydia Maria Child: Selected Letters, 1817-1880

Thomas Ewing, Jr., Papers, 1856-1908 (microftim)

Thomas Ewing, Sr., Papers (microfdlm)

Freedom: A Documentary Histowry of Emancipation,
1861-1867

The Letters of Jessie Benton Frntont

Benjamin Brown French: Witness to the Young
Republic: A Yankee'gJournal, 1828-1870

Robert W Furnas Papers, 1844-1905 (microfilm)

The Journals ofJosiab Gorgas: 1857-1878

Papers of Rutherford Birchard Hayes

Emily Howland Papers (microfilm)

Papers of R.M. T Hunter, 1817-1887 (microfilm)

Thaddeus Hyatt Papers, 1843-1898 (microfihnm)

Christopher Gustavus MemmingerPapers (microfilm) -

The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted

Private Papers of Chares and Sara T.D. Robinson,
1834-1911 (microfilm)

The Papers of ChiefJohn Ross

William Tecumseh Sherman Famlty Papers. 1808-1891
(microfilm)

Henry Hastings Sibley Papers (microfilm)

Isaac Ingalls Stevens Papers, 1831-1862 (microfilm)

The Selected Papes of Thaddeus Stevens

The Selected Letters of Charles Sumner

Henry Clay Warmoth Papers (microfilm)

Benjamin Cudworth Yancey Papers (microfilm)
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Henry Ward Beecher and Brooklyn's
Plymouth Church:

Making Their Papers Available
to Researchers

Carte de visite of Henry Ward Beecher, ca. 1860s. From the Pl,mouth Church
of the Pilgrims-Henry Ward Beecher Collection, The Brooklyn Historical
Society

Henry Ward Beecher (1818-1887), preacher, abolitionist, and au-
thor, first came to Brooklyn, New York, in 1847. A promising ora-
tor, Beecher had come to the prosperous young city (incorporat-
ed in 1834) to become the first pastor of the newly established
Plymouth Church. The church's prominent location in one of the
major cities of the day allowed Beecher an ideal pulpit from
which to gain support for himself and for the ideas that he es-
poused. His energetic style and Plymouth's location in a wealthy

Brooklyn neighborhood enabled him to raise both intellectual and
monetary support for his causes.

Beecher exercised his influence on many of the major social
issues of the mid- to late-19th century. Eulogized as 'the greatest
preacher of his time," Beecher spoke out against slavery and for the
Northern cause during the Civil War, political candidates, and
women's rights. In addition to preaching each Sunday at Plymouth,
he was a regular contributor to a number of local and national news-
papers, and his many lectures on life, art, literature, and moral phi-
losophy were gathered into volumes. His popularity was such that
he lent his name to products, gave lecture tours throughout the
United States and Europe, and the trial for which he was eventual-
ly acquitted of adultery charges (1872) was one of the most widely
reported of the period. Henry Ward Beecher's death in 1887 was
reported throughout the world, and the anniversary of his death was
remembered for years thereafter.

Plymouth Church continued after the death of its beloved pas-
tor. Beecher's successors blazed new paths for the church, insur-
ing its role as an important institution in the Brooklyn communi-
ty. Plymouth continued to be identified with Beecher, however,
and church members strove to preserve the memory of his many
contributions to the history of Brooklyn and of the nation.

After Beecher's death, congregants began to amass a collection
of Beecher-related material, known as the Beecherania Library,
kept at Plymouth with the church's own records. Along with
copies of his dictated sermons and published works, members
donated correspondence from Beecher, mementos from his funer-
al, and souvenirs from the Harriet Beecher Stowe house.
Donations to this collection" continued on well into the 20th cen-
tury, expanding to include materials relating to Beecher's succes-
sors and, when Plymouth combined with Church of the Pilgrims
in 1940, the records of Church of the Pilgrims.

In 1983, recognizing the historical significance of the collection
and the need for proper care and access, Plymouth Church of the
Pilgrims donated the entire collection (including many of the
church's records) to The Long Island Historical Society (renamed
The Brooklyn Historical Society in 1985). A historical society that
centered its collecting around the history of Long Island, and
more specifically Brooklyn, and known for its extensive Civil War
related materials, The Long Island Historical Society was an ideal
home for this notable collection relating to one of Brooklyn's
favorite sons. Although an inventory was conducted upon the col-
lection's arrival at The Long Island Historical Society, time and
resources did not allow the complete arrangement and descrip-
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Henry Ward &.ec-er Mnemorial-Plym3uh Churde
Dtolate'd by John Arbhucki.

· 'klk Arbuckle Institt

Plymouth Church, showing the Henry Ward Beecher Memorial From the P
Henry Ward Beecher Collection, The Brooklyn Historical Societ!

tion of the collection until 1999, when The Brooklyn Historical
Society applied for and received a grant from the NHPRC to
enhance access to it and four other archival collections.

The project would take place over a period of 15 months and
result in the complete arrangement and description of each col-
lection. The Henry Ward Beecher Papers soon promised to be the
most challenging collection for the archivists. Consisting of near-
ly 30 cubic feet of materials dating from 1847 to 1980, and includ-
ing photographs, published works, and ephemera as unique as
leaves that had been retrieved from the bier that draped
Beecher's coffin, the physical arrangement of the collection pre-
sented the archivists with numerous dilemmas.

In the initial evaluation of the Beecher papers, the collection
seemed much more straightforward than it actually was. The exist-
ing finding aid meant that some intellectual order had already been
established and imposed on the collection. However, as we soon
discovered, it was a partial finding aid. It seemed that only those
materials relating to Beecher had been cataloged. The collection in
fact included papers of Plymouth Church, Church of the Pilgrims,
Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims, Henry Ward Beecher, and his suc-
cessors Lyman Abbott, Newell Dwight Hillis. James Stanley Durkee,
and Lawrence Wendell Fifield, all notable intellectuals and theolo-
gians in their own right. Suddenly, the archivists found themselves
presented not with the Henry Ward Beecher Papers, but with a col-
lection documenting the history of a 150-year-old church.

Instead of arranging and describing this collection along the life
of one man, the archivists were now dealing with five major per-
sonalities and three separate (yet associated) institutions. Still, it
was determined that the bulk of the collection did deal specifi-
cally with Henry Ward Beecher, his life, and his association with
Plymouth Church. Ultimately, the archivists renamed the collec-
tion the Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims-Henry Ward Beecher

Collection to convey its scope
and retain its close identifica-
tion withl Beecher as one of its
primary subjects.

After this initial hurdle, pro-
ject staff were able to develop a
system of organization for the
collection based on the fact that
the collection does center
around two separate yet related
entities. Papers were organized
into two overarching series,
"Henry Ward Beecher" and
"Plymouth Church," both of
which branched ouit to include
related materials, such as pho-
tographs of Harriet Beecher
Stowe and records of Churchl of
the Pilgrims. Work began on re-
housing this collection: pho-
tographs were organized accor-
ding to subject and housed in

lymouth Church of the Pilgrims- mylar sleeves, phase boxes
were constructed for small vol-
uimes in need of addclitional sup-
port. oversized materials were

removed and cross-referenced, and large scrapbooks and volumes
were movedl into separate, appropriately sized boxes. Although
somewhat laborious, for the most part this aspect of the project xvas
straightforward, as most materials were in rather good condition.

Upon completion of the collection's re-housing and arrange-
ment, work began on a finding aid to adequately describe its
diverse contents. Using a template developed in describing the
first collection processed during the granting period, the archi-
vists put together an 18-page finding aid (excluding Container
Listing). The finding aid contains an expanded scope and content
note, chronologies. series descriptions, a note on Brooklyn histo-
ry, and historical sketches of Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims,
Beecher, Abbott, Hillis, Durkee, and Fifield.

In the course of the grant period, this finding aid was encod-
ed using SGML-EAD, and an electronic v ersion is nowN available
on The Brooklyn Historical Society's web site, u,uu'.brookl,l-
historl,.org, under "library," then "electronic finding aids," as
both SGML and PDF documents. It is expected that upon the
reopening of The Brooklyn Historical Society to the public (the
society's 19th-century building is currently being renovated), the
Plymouth-Beecher collection will be one of the most widely
used in the society's library. As has been known since its dona-
tion, the collection is invaluable to those researching Beecher.
However, we now understand the broader scope of the collec-
tion and have provided access accordingly. allowing those inter-
ested in 19th-century Brooklyn, Congregationalism, reform, and
numerous other topics one more avenue through which to pur-
sue their research. -*

TERESA MORA, WiO SER,ED AS PROJECT ARCIIfIST FOR 1HIS PROJECT, IS NOIE ASSISTANI ARCHISIST

OF THE AMERIC AN CIIL L[BERTIES t NION.
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Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) was the
best-known and most politically iifluential
19th-century African American. This one-
time slave rose to become a leading aboli-
tionist, civil rights agitator, public speaker,
journalist, and government official. The
Frederick Douglass Papers project was
founded in 1973 with the support of the
National Historical Publications and Records
Commission, the National Endowment for
the Humanities, and several philanthropic
and academic institutions to collect, edit,
and publish Douglass' voluminous papers.
These speeches, correspondence, autobio-
graphical writings, editorials, and other pub-
lished essays focus on such topics as slav-
ery, abolition, women's rights, temperance,
politics, international relations, and African
American culture. To date, a five-volume
speech series and the first of the three-vol-
umtne autobiographical writings series of the
Douglass Papers have been published by
Yale University Press. Documents illustrat-
ing the participation of Douglass and his
family in the Civil War make up a valuable
portion of this material.

Born Frederick Augustus Washington
Bailey on Maryland's Eastern Shore,
Douglass escaped slavery in 1838 and settled
in Massachusetts. He was recruited into the
abolitionist movement in 1841 and quickly
developed into one of its most effective ora-
tors. In 1847 Douglass founded his own
weekly newspaper. the North Stacr (later
Frederick Douglass' Paper), in Rochester,
New York. He soon broke with his original
abolitionist mentors, who rejected voting as
a proslavery gestuire, and supported political
action against slavery. Douglass endorsed
first the Free Soil Party and then its
Republican Party successor, both of which
opposed the extension of slavery into west-
ern territories.'

During the 1850s, Douglass also sup-
ported more militant means of battling
slavery. He was active in the Underground

Railroad, helping fugitive slaves to reach
safety without recapture. He also endorsed
the Free State campaign in Kansas, which
used violent means to resist southern
efforts to make the territory a slave state.
Douglass was a personal friend of militant
abolitionist John Brown and was intimate-
ly aware of the planning for the latter's
1859 attack on the Federal arsenal at
Harpers Ferry. Afterward, he found it nec-
essary to flee to Great Britain temporarily
to avoid arrest.

Douglas hailed the coming of the Civil
War, certain that it would lead to slavery's
downfall. He joined other abolitionists in
pressuring President Abraham Lincoln to
adopt abolition as a war goal. Alter resisting
for more than a year, Lincoln relented and
issued his Emancipation Proclamation on
January 1, 1863. Soon after, George Luther
Stearns, a Massachusetts industrialist who
also had supported John Brown, went to
Rochester and persuaded Douglass to join
him in raising two regiments of black troops
for the state of Massachusetts to senrve in the
Union Army. "MEN OF COLOR, TO ARMS!,"
read Douglass' newspaper's urgent and
repeated appeals for black enlistment.2
Douglass traveled across the northern states
aggressively recruiting free blacks for the
Union military. Douglas told potential
recruits: "Once let the black man get upon
his person the breast letters U.S.; let himn get
an eagle on his button, and a musket on his
shoulder, and bullets in his pocket, and
there is no power on the earth or under the
earth which can deny that he has earned the
right of citizenship in the UtJnited States.") By
May, Douglass had enrolled a company of
more than 100 men. Abolitionist Gerrit
Smith contributed $700 to pay the expenses
for recruiting these men, and Douglass
bragged to him that "no other company has
been raised for less than twice that sum.",
By the next month, Douglass and Stearns'
other recruiters had raised more than the

Sgt. lMaj Len,is Henry Douglass, 54th llassachusetts
Infantry Regiment. From the Prints and Photographs
Department, Mloorland-Springarn Research Center,
Howeard University

required one thousand men for the new

54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment.
Among Douglass's first recruits wvere two

of his owxn sons, Charles Remond Douglass
(1844-1920) and Lewvis Henry' Douglass
(1840-1908). The two young men reported
for training at a Union army camp outside
Readville, Massachusetts. Like other black
enlistees they had to endure discrimination
in pay and promotion. White privates re-
ceived $13 dollars a month as pay plus a
$3.50 clothing allowance, compared to just
$10 dollars for their black counterparts, who
also had $3 additional dollars deducted for
their uniforms. Despite the efforts of Massa-

chusetts Gov. John A. Andrew to appoint at

least some black officers for the 54th, the
War Department insisted on an all-white offi-
cer corps for the unit. In letters to their
father, Douglass' sons also reported encoun-
tering racially motivated hostility from white
soldiers, especially Irish Americans.5 Lewis
wvas selected to serve as sergeant major for
the 54th and left camp for the South with the
unit on May 28, 1863. Diuring training,
Charles fell ill and could not be shipped out
with the regiment.

The new black unit joined the UTnion
Army's Department of the South, at Hilton
Head, South Carolina. The 54th soon saw its
first action in skirmishes with Confederates
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at James Island and in a raid against the
Georgia mainland. The highlight of the
Douglass family's military experiences was
Lewvis' participation in the famous assault of
the 54th on the Confederate's Fort NVagner,
on the northern tip of Morris Island. The
Union conmmanders wvere attempting to
force the Confederates to evacuate the port
of Charleston by captuiring outlying fortifica-
tions, such as Fort Wagner, that guarded
approaches to thie harbor.

Soon after that engagement, Lewis w rote
the following letter back to his father:

MORRIS ISLAND, S.C., July 20th.
My I)ear Father and Mother: -

Wednesday July 8th, our regiment left
St. Helens Island for Folly Islandcl, arriv -
ing there the next day. andl were then
ordered to land on James Island,
which vwe did. On the upper end of
James Island, is a large rebel battery,
with 18 guns. After landcing X e threw
out pickets to wvithin tv o miles of the
rebel fortifications. WVe xere permittedc
to do this in peace until last Thursday.
16th inst., when at 4 o'clock in the
morning the rebels made an attack on
our pickets. w ho vere ahout 200
strong. We were attack by a force of
about 900(. Our men fought like tigers:
one sergeant killed five men by shoot-
ing and bayoneting. The rebels were
held in check by outr few men long
enough to allowv the 16th Conn. to
escape being sunlTounded and cap-
tlured, for w hich vwe receiv ed the high-
est praise from al parties x ho knew of
it. This performance on our part,
earned for us the reputation of a fight-
ing regiment.

Outir loss in killed wounded and
missing m-as forty-fiv e. T'hat night we
took, according to our officers. one
of the hardest marches on record,
throughl woods and marsh. TIhe
rebels we dclefeated and drov e back
in the morning. They hovwever were
reinforcedcl by 14,000 men, we hav ing
only a half a dlozen regiments. So it
was necessa'y for us to escape.

I cannot write in ftill, expecting
everv moment to be called into anoth-
er fight. Suffice it to say xe are now
on Morris Island. Saturdclay night are
made the most desperate charge of the
war on Fort \Wagner, loosing in killed,
wvounded and missing in the assault,
three hundred of our men. The splen-
did 5Sth is cut to pieces. All our offi-
cers, with the exception of eight, were
either killed or xwounded. Major
Hallowell is NooLnded in three places.
Adjt. James in tw-o places. Serg't is

killed. Nat. Hurley [from Rochester] is
missing, and a host of others.

I had my sword sheath blow n
away while on the parapet of the
Fort. The grape and canister. shell

and minnies swVept us down like
chaff, still our men went on and on,
and if w-e had been properly, sup-
ported we would hav e held the Fort,
but the white troops could not be
made to come up. The consequence
was we had to fall back, dodging
shells and other missiles.

If I hav e another opportunity, I
will xrite more fully. Good bye to
all. If I die tonight I will not die a

cow ard. Good-bye.
LEWIS-

The 54th MNassachtisetts sustained 247
casualties on the night of July 18-19, 1863,
xxhile spearheading the unsuiccessftLil assault
on Fort Wagner. The unit's valiant perfor-
mance in battle helped to erase widespread
doubts among x'hites about the wisdom of
black enlistment. The senior Douglass pub-
licly praised the heroism of the black soldier
in combat as refuitation of racist stereotypes
of slave passivity: It is settled by his behax-
ior at Fort WNVagner, Port Hudson, and
Vicksburg, that he will fight.

Douglass continued recruiting on behalf of
the Union army until August 1863, wvhen he
resigned to protest the Government's
unequal treatment of black soldiers.
Douglass subsequently had several White
House interviews with Lincoln, who
appeared to hold his aclvice in high regard.
Douglass expected these meetings to result
in an officer's commission, but that never
materialized.', LewNis Douglass was dis-
charged from the army in early 1865 after
further service in the tLnion siege of
Charleston. Charles recovered from his train-
ing camp illness in the winter of 1863-64 and
eventually served first as a priv ate in the 55th
Massachusetts Inftantr, then as a sergeant in
the Fifth Mlassa-chusetts Cax-alry Regiment in
Mlaryland and Nirginia. He x,as discharged
from the army in September 1864.'

After the wmar, the elder Douglass emerged
as a staunch supporter of the Republican
Party. He applauded the party for its spon-
sorship of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth Amendments, w hich ended slav ery
and granted black men citizenship and suf-
frage. As a powerful orator with a large foIl-
lowing among hoth Atfrican Americans and
white abolitionists, Douglass sttiumped for the
Republicans in hoth Presidential and state
election campaigns, denouncing their Demo-
cratic opponents for attempts to curtail the
blacks newly won rights. He reminded
northern audiences after the wvar that: "'lie

Republican party xwill have liv ing issues with

the Democratic party until the last rebel is
dead and buried- until the last nail of the
last coffin of the last rebel is driven."' A loyal
Republican party worker, Douglass re-ceiv ed
a series of political appointments in the post-

bellum years, inclutiding the offices of U.S.
marshal (187 7-1881) and recorder of deeds
(1881-1886) for the District of Columbia and
minister resident to the Republic of Haiti
(1889-1891).,

Thanks in large measure to the prevailing
racial prejudices of the late 19th century.
Douglass' sons never achiev ed the status of
their father despite their distinguished mili-
tai' records. After the war, Lewis encoun-
tered dliscrinmination when he tried to prac-
tice his trade as a printer, first in Denver,
Colorado, and then in Washington, DC. After
briefly publishing a newvspaper in Washing-
ton, DC, with his father's assistance, he set-
tled into a career as a realtor. Only w ith the
senior Douglass' help did Lewis finally find
work as a clerk in several Fedceral Govern-
ment agencies in Washington, DC.i1 Despite
their considerable contributions to vinning

the Civil War and preser ing the Union,
equal rights would elude the grasp of
Douglass family members and other African
Americans for many more years. *>

JOiN R McKImGAN. NAII. Y O' IiiIFN GIB( )N PR1 FrSSI R ( )I

HI,T()RI ST tNDIANA 1'NI1T.-R.ITY-PLRDUE UNItERSI1T ' AT
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The best modern hiography of Douglas s is William S
IMcFeel, Freerinck Douglass (New York, 1991) Also

sery useftul for this period of Doiglass' career is l)asvid
Wx Blight. Fredenck Douglass' Citil Wat:- Keeping bcitb
inJubilee (Baton Rouge, 1989).
Rochester Douglass' Mlonth/, 5 801 (March 1863)
John W Bltassingame et al, eds.. The Fredenck

Dougla'ss Papers, Series, 1. Speecies, Debates, rand
InteieusI (Nes Hlacen. 1979 92). 3: 9Qo.
* Frederick DoLlglass to Gerrit Silihli, Niarch 6. 1813.
Gerrit Smith Papcrs, NSy t Dtudley 1. Corniih, 7he/ Sable
Arm Ni egro Troops in i/ the Union Ari,' 186 1865
(Ness 5ork, 191), I/- I10 McFeel. FredenckDouglass
223-24, 22-; Blight, FredenckDoluglrlss Ciil Wdir, 158.

(haIrles R Douiglass to Frederick DlLoIglas, Jtily .
1863. General Correspondence File, reel 1, frames
824-25, Frederick Douglass 'apers. I)LC Benjamin
QUarles. 7De xNegr it, the Cinil Wi (r i Necs York, 19'3),
9-10. 208-10, Cornish. Sable Armi, 18±-9-

xMcFees. Frederick Douglass, 22i -2; James Nt.
Gregory, Frederick Dougklass. the Orcttor 1893: New
York 1971). 1(24)3. 203-)(6
- Thi letter has heen reproduced serhatim. Les is H

lDouglass to Frederick )Douglass, Julo 20, 18h3, General
Correspondence File, reel 2. frames 52-53. Ft-ederick
Douiglass Papers. DLC; 131assingame,. Douglass Pitpers,
ser. 1. 3 58'o--
' Blitssingame. Doig/lass t'iers', ser 1. 4: 5'S See also:
Joseph 1. Glattihaar. F'orged iti Battle' 7De Ci(il iar
Alliance (f Bltuck Soldiers atnd W7it/e (/icer.e (Nes
York 1990), 135-il Cornish Sable Arm. 142--0

Blight, Frederichk l)oiig/k.s CLi,il War, 1i8-71.
Nl McFeely. Federnck Doilgklss, 23+-3', 239

u Flai3ingane, Frredenick Douglass Paper. t: 280) Seet
also: Bhght, Fredeick Douig,lass'Cwil ai/St; 219-39.
t12 llight, Fredenrick Dougl/ass Cil Wlar, 20 )

1r Gregor, Frederick Dougkass. 2-9-80. SxicFteel,
Frederick Dioiqlrss, 239, 24-t9, 2i--58, 3)6; i Bligt
Frederick Douiglass' Civi x'ar, 20(-05
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Recaptured Voices.
THE PAPERS OF ULYSSES S. GRANT

I II

clear that the chore would be anything but simple.
Nearly four decades, 24 volumes, and more than
200,000 documents later, the Papers continue to
break new ground in Civil War and Reconstruction
scholarship. Volumes 23 and 24, published in March
2000, take Grant into his second Presidential term.

Grant's papers reflect technological changes in his
lifetime, such as the advent of the telegraph.
Recently, the editors encountered typescripts from
the earliest generation of typewriter, first commer-
cially produced in 1874. This early model typed only
capital letters, which raised questions of transcrip-
tion policy. Similar challenges lie ahead as the pro-
ject chronicles an era on the verge of rapid change.
Thanks to advances in our own age, namely the
speed and efficiency of computer-aided transcrip-
tion and annotation, the project is well on its way to
completing Grant's Presidential years.

In his memoirs, written in 1884 and 1885 while
suffering from terminal throat cancer, Grant chose
the Civil War, and not his Presidency, as the defin-
ing period of his life. The Papers devote 13 volumes
to those 4 years. Much of Grant's military corre-
spondence, both incoming and outgoing, first
appeared in the 128 massive volumes of The War of
the Rebellion: A Comnpilation of the Official Records
of the Union and Confederate Armies. The Papers
serve the researcher by fitting pieces of the Grant
puzzle together in a coherent and convenient

Lt. Gen. ,Tysses S. Grant standing by a tree in front of a tent near Cold Harbor,
June 1864. NARA, Photograph lII -- 36.

For 33 years, since Volume 1 appeared in 1967, The Papers of

l7ysses S. Grant (John Y. Simon, ed., Southern Illinois

University Press) have proven a valuable resource for scholars
of Ulysses S. Grant, the Civil War, and the mid-19th century.
This might have surprised observers a century or even 50 years
ago. Famous in his day as a man of few words (spoken or
written), Grant long kept that reputation among historians.
Conventional wisdom held that fielding an edition of Grant's
writings would be a relatively simple chlore, but nobody
attempted it, possibly because of the historical bias against
Grant as a failed president on the wrong side of Reconstruc-
tion (the side that opposed the Ku Klux Klan).

The Civil War centennial sparked renewed interest in the
war and its heroes. Founded in 1962, the Ulysses S. Grant
Association painstakingly tracked down Grant's correspon-
dence in archives and attics across the country It soon became

7rginia, whole. The wartime volumes also add considerable
depth. The Papers contain some wartime correspon-
dence not included in the Official Records. Letters to

his wife, father, and other relatives and friends illuminate
Grant's private thoughts in the midst of cataclysmic events.

Outside Grant's personal orbit, but within the sphere of his
responsibilities, obscure individuals emerge from the war's
shadows to make a vivid impression. A good example is
Charles de Arnaud, an enigmatic European who apparently
undertook a spy mission for Grant in September 1861. Grant
wrote to de Arnaud in November to corroborate his story. "I
can state that I took possession of Paducah, Ky. solely on
information given by yourself, and to the effect that the rebels
were marching upon that city with a large force." The letter is
authentic and the mission may have been real, but the rebel
force probably never existed, and evidence suggests that de
Arnaud may have spent the next quarter century in a German
mental asylum. The editors chronicle de Arnaud's 40-year
effort to win compensation for his services, weigh available
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evidence, and conclude that "neither his honesty nor his san-
ity can be trusted" (Vol. 3, 243-45).

Other wartime correspondents evoked less mystery. Many
simply found themselves caught up in events far beyond their
control, as the war rolled over their lives and property. Direc-
ted to protect pro-Union southerners, a difficult determination to
make, Grant occasionally interceded for such individuals per-
sonally. After Vicksburg fell, for instance, a local planter who had
provided information during the siege lay dying. Grant wrote to
the commanding officer in nearby Clinton. "See Miss Alice
Shirley staying at the house of Mrs Shirley Clinton and say her
father desires her to come to Vicksburg. You may give Miss
Shirley any facility of reaching here." On a more mundane note,
Grant wrote to Brig. Gen. John McArthur. stating that "Mr Stout
living south of Vicksburg represents that your Division borrowed
a waggon and pair of mules which were never returned . . ."
(Vol. 9, 75-78). Grant's correspondence, like Abraham Lincoln's,
straddles two worlds: one where commanders movxed great
armies by telegraph. and another where the same men weighed
the claims of semi-literate farmers whose livelihoods might
depend on recovering a few head of cattle or rebuilding a
burned-out barn.

Documents from ordinary people leading everyday lives make
the Papers a rich resource for modern historians. As the project
moves through Grant's two terms as President, the editors give
special attention to people whose voices have rarely been heard
before, uncovering long-forgotten letters that often depict the
cruel side of history. For many desperate people, Grant was the
only person they knew to write. Many veterans and war widows,
unable to penetrate the pension bureaucracy, turned to the
President. While Grant may not have read many of these letters,
their referral from the White House may have helped some
whose pensions came through months later. Outcomes cannot
always be determined, as in the case of Rachel Watters of
Maryland, whose son Isaac died while serving in the U.S.
Colored Troops. "I was set out of doors by the man who I
Bought the land from as my son was owing him a little Bill and
he turned me out and took my house and lot from me and I
have Been treated very Bad indeed..." (Vol. 23, 371). Some cor-
respondents, suffering financial distress, simply asked Grant for
money. Mary F. Tully of Adelphi, Iowa, wrote: "times is hard
here in Iowa and money scarce and hard to get." and conclud-
ed: "we dont no who our friends is till we try them now do
please make up a thousan dollar check and send it to me" (Vol.
23, 426).

Blacks throughout the south, often barely able to write, strug-
gled to convey urgent circumstances. In 1871 Lindsey Hudson
wrote from Savannah, "I want to let you no about the ku kulxs.
has come in my house trying to kill me and I shot and killd one
man.... do please do somthing for me you is the last man that
I can get to help me . . ." (Vol. 22, 183). As Reconstruction lost
momentum and the so-called Redeemer forces moved to recap-
ture power, blacks watched short-lived gains slip away, and their
letters take on an extra note of desperation. In a series of peti-
tions from 1874 and 1875, blacks in the Red River region of
northwest Louisiana concluded that relocation was the only solu-
tion. "Mr President as We have asked you part of us, to give us

a Territory to our selves or send us to Africa, for the Mount of
Money that we have been cheated out of for the last past 9 years
xvill pay for any Territory that you will mind designate for us. Mr
President we see that we can not live here and enjoy our citi-
zenship and if we continues here among these white People
who held us slaves once We will have to live in War, or just give
up and he slaves" (Nov. 9, 1874, not yet published).

Perhaps the most eloquent documents published in the Papers
represent a constituency almost universally illiterate. Letters and
petitions from Native Americans, typically dictated to agents, mis-
sionaries, or interpreters, resonate with dignity, clarity, and an
inexorable sense of injustice. A typical case was that of the
Flatheads of Montana Territory, who complained of encroach-
ment. "We are, in violation of Treaty obligations, as we conceive,
encompassed on all sides by white settlers, even to the extent of
villages in the midst of our settlement, and the results of the con-
tact and association are, the drunkenness of our young men, to
wvhom the whites will sell whiskey, as well as the demoralization
of our women, which it seems impossible, with the greatest
watchfulness on our part. to prevent" (Vol. 22, 226). Even in
Indian Territory, set aside solely for them, tribes faced greedy
speculators. The Osages. beset by railroad companies seeking
valuable rights of way through their territory, sent Grant a most
Solemn Protest, against the recognition or consummation of this
monstrous fraud that is being attempted upon us. And in the
name of Justice, and by our hopes of Seeing our children grow
into civilized and educated citizens, We appeal to you, our great
Father, to protect us from the machinations of able and unscrupu-
lous men who are Seeking to devour us . . ." (Vol. 23, 27-28).

Besides giving a voice to the dispossessed, the Papers serve as
a valuable tool for scholars of foreign policy, finance, immigra-
tion, science, the arts, and many other fields. Yet the chief focus
remains always on Grant. The taciturn man with the cigar reveals
himself in his letters as a tender husband, a doting father, a wit
who loved to tease his closest friends, and above all, a man with
everyday concerns. Sitting in the White House, he wrote letters to
his farmhand in St. Louis that are more detailed than many of his
state papers. You spoke of mixing lime with manure before
putting it upon the ground! That will not do. Lime and manure
should not be used at the same time. The lime would releace the
Amonia, the most valuable ingredient, from the manure" (Vol. 22,
40). When an old friend died, Grant wrote a fellow St. Louisan:
"Our old friend Ford is gone! ... I started to write something very
different-of a business nature-connected with Fords last visit
to me-but when I come to write his name could not do so" (Vol.
24, 231-32). Learning that his aged father, a postmaster in
Kentucky, had abused his authority, Grant apologized to the
injured employee. "I regret that my father should in any way
interfere with the management of the office and will ask him to
desist and send in his resignation. He can never be fit to take
charge of the office again" (Vol. 23, 245).

Ulysses S. Grant died before film and the phonograph could
capture his voice and manner. Through his letters, the Papetrs
open a small window into his world, helping historians to better
understand a man who stood at the center of his times. *
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