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NHPRC Recommends 40 Grants
Totaling up to $2,935,804

AT ITS MEETING ON NOVEMBER 20 AND 21, the National Histori-
cal Publications and Records Commission recommendced that the
Archivist of the United States make grants totaling $2,935.804 for
1) projects.

The Commission recommended 8 grants for Founding-Era docu-

mentary editing projects totaling up to $1,330,530; 15 State Board

administrative support grants totaling up to $177.724: 4 State Board
implementation and regrant proposals totaling up to $498,255: 8
grants for electronic records and technologies projects totaling up
to $775.614; 2 non-Founding-Era subvention

grants totaling

$18,787:and 3 grants for education projects totaling $134,894.The
Commission also recommended the release of previously approved
grant funds for the second year of a 3-vear electronic records and
technologies project. The complete list of funded projects appears
below. In approving funding for the state board administrative
grants, the Commission indicated that it would not fund future re-
quests for public relations consultation in this category until a re-
port was presented on the outcomes achieved by grants that had
received funds for this purpose

NHPRC Chair John W. Carlin, Archivist of the United States, wel-
comed new Commission members David W. Brady, representing the
President of the United States, and Lee Stout, representing the So-
ciety of American Archivists. He also greeted former Commission
member James H. Hutson, who is again representing the Librarian
of Congress.

NHPRC's Executive Committee indicated that its search for a
new Executive Director is entering its final stages. Acting Executive
Director Roger A. Bruns reported that while the Commission was
still operating under a continuing resolution. it was expected that
NHPRC's appropriation for competitive grants in the approved Fis-
cal Year 2003 budget would be $7 million. the amount already
approved in the appropriations bill passed by the House of Repre-
sentatives.

The Commission approved a resolution funding strategy for Fis-
cal Year 2003 that maintains an equal 50-50 split of available funds
for competitive grants between documentary editing projects (in-
cluding the Founding-Era Editions, Second-Tier Editions, Subven-

tions, the Editing Institute, and the Historical Documentary Editing

Fellowship) and records projects (including State Board grants for
planning, implementation. administrative support, and regrants:
Electronic Records; Records Access projects: and the Archival Ad-
ministration Fellowship). All funds returned after the Commission’s
May 2003 meeting and before the end of Fiscal Year 2003 w ill go to
records projects (documentary editing projects received such
funds in Fiscal Year 2002).

I'he Commission also passed a resolution affirming its current
policy that no cash matching for regrants is required. For the next
regrant cycle only (deadline June 1, 2003), the Commission will
consider regrant applications with no cash matching, as long as the
requests are for $100,000 or less. For requests for more than
$100,000, staff will continue to encourage applicants to include
cash matching. indicating that, all other factors being equal, prefer-
ence will be given to projects providing higher cash matching and
to projects in which a higher percentage of regrant funds goces di-
rectly to final recipients. In addition, for all future deadlines, the
Commission will consider cash contributions provided by sub-
grantees as allowable cash matching for NHPRC regrant proposals
as a whole.

The Commission also approved a resolution increasing the
stipend for its fellowships from $35,000 to $40,000 with a 25 per-
cent benefit rate, and including $1,500 for travel. thus allocating a
total of $51,500 for each fellowship.

In addition, the Commission approved a resolution thanking
Brent D. Glass for his service as a representative of the American
Association for State and Local History.

The following Commission members were present at the No-
vember 20-21 meeting: Chairperson John W. Carlin, Archivist of the
United States; David W. Brady, Presidential appointee; Nicholas C.
Burckel, Presidential appointee; Charles T. Cullen. representing the
Association for Documentary Editing: Mary Maples Dunn, repre-
senting the American Historical Association; Barbara ). Ficlds, repre-
senting the Organization of American Historians: Brent D. Glass,
representing the American Association for State and Local History:
Alfred Goldberg, representing the Department of Defense: Margaret
P. Grafeld, representing the Department of State: James H. Hutson,

representing the Librarian of Congress: (continued on page 10)
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Annotation is the quarterly newsletter of the National
Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC),
a Federal agency within the National Archives and Records
Administration in Washington, DC. Recipients are en-
couraged to republish, with appropriate credit, any materi-
als appearing in Annotation. Inquiries about receiving
Annotation, submitting material for it. or anything else
related to it may be directed to the Editor, Annetation,
NHPRC. National Archives and Records Administration,
700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 111, Washington,
DC 20408-0001: 202-501-56 10 (voice); 202-501-5601 (fax);
nhpre@nara.gov (e-mail): www.nara.gov/nara/mhpre/
(World Wide Web).

Material accepted for publication will be edited to con-
form to style and space limitations of Annotation, but au-
thors will be consulted should substantive guestions arise.
The editor is final arbiter in matters regarding length and
grammar. Published material does not necessarily represent
the views of the Commission or of the National Archives
and Records Administration; indeed, some material may
challenge policies and practices of those institutions.
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FROM THE EDITOR

The December 2002 issue of Annotation focuses on projects the NHPRC has
funded in New England. Our featured articles are

“The Connecticut Court Records Project,” by Debra Pond and Bruce P Stark

“*because they are their confederates’: Jacob Leisler and the 1689 Glorious
Revolution in New England,” by David William Voorhees

“Transcending State Boundaries in New England,” by Bill Milhomme

“Documenting the Industrial Life of a Maine City,” by Rick Speer

“The New Hampshire Local Records Education Project at Dartmouth College”

by Daniel Daily

“The Archival Research Fellowship Program.” collectively authored.

NHPRC Application Deadlines

THE COMMISSION'S MEETINGS FOLLOW THE FISCAL YEAR OF OCTOBER 1 70 SEPTEMBER 30
CONSEQUENTLY, THE FIRST MEETING OF THE FISCAL YEAR 15 15 NOVEMBER AND THE SECOND
IS IN May.

June 1 (for the November meeting)

Proposals addressing the following top priorities:

*The NHPRC will provide the American public with widespread access to the
papers of the founders of our democratic republic and its institutions by
ensuring the timely completion of eight projects now in progress to pub
lish the papers of George Washington, John Adams. Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and papers that document the Ratifi-
cation of the Constitution, the First Federal Congress, and the early
Supreme Court

OCTOBER 1 (for the May meeting)

Proposals not addressing the above priorities, but focusing on an activity au-
thorized in the NHPRC statute as follows:

s collecting, describing, preserving. compiling, and publishing tincluding mi-
crofilming and other forms of reproduction) of documentary sources sig-
nificant to the history of the United States

sconducting institutes, training and educational courses, and fellowships re-
lated to the activities of the Commission

edisseminating information about documentary sources through guides, di-
rectories, and other technical publications

sor. more specifically, documentary editing and publishing; archival preser-
vation and processing of records for access; developing or updating
descriptive systems; creation and development of archival and records
management programs; development of standards, tools, and techniques
to advance the work of archivists, records managers, and documentary
editors; and promotion of the use of records by teachers, students, and

the public

APPLICATION GUIDELINES AND FORMS MAY BE REQUESTED FROM NHPRC, NATIONAL
ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION, 700 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE NW, Room
111, WastiNGTon, DC 20408-0001, 202-501-5610 (voice), 202-501-5601 (Fax),
nhpre@nara.gov (E-MAIL), OR BY ACCESSING OUR WEB SITE AT wwie.nara.gov,
nara/nhpre/




THE EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

From Dusty Basements and Vaults—Literally

By Rocer A. BrUNs, ACTING Execumive DIRECTOR

We at the NHPRC are constantly amazed at the stories of his-
torical records unearthed from unexpected places, saved
from the ravages of time and accident. Over the years, indi-
viduals and institutions have sought our advice and assis-
tance for preserving materials that had suddenly turned up
in basements and attics, in abandoned buildings and vaults,
and in family trunks.All of the evidence is certainly not in for
any period of American history, as the Commission knows
firsthand. But what a month November 2002 has been for
historical discoveries!

First, there was the story from the United States Senate. On
November 19, as the Senate passed the homeland security
bill, two staff members tramping around a subbasement area
beneath the Capitol's East Front steps. an area that will be de-
molished before construction begins on the Capitol Visitors
Center, happened across a volume bound in canvas that
looked quite old. Stamped in gold on the spine of the volume
were these words: “Senators Compensation and Mileage”
Amidst debris and rubble, all scheduled for the dumpster 2
days later. the staffers thumbed through the pages of care-
fully penned entries. They quickly noticed signatures of
some recognizable luminaries—John Adams, Aaron Burr, and
Thomas Jefferson.

Soon, Senate Historian Richard Baker examined the vol-
ume. Later, at a press conference, Senate Majority Leader Tom
Daschle displayed the volume to reporters. According to
Baker and others, the volume may be the only single docu-
ment containing the signatures of Adams, Jefferson, and Burr.
They had signed the volume because they all were vice pres-
idents and, therefore, presidents of the Senate. and had to ap-
prove senators’ pay and mileage reimbursements. “It s,
literally, priceless.” Daschle said. It came within a whisker of
being totally destroyed.”

And then there was the story from Alexandria, Virginia.

Mary Custis Lee, the eldest daughter of Robert E. Lee, was,
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according to all accounts, a bold, if not irresponsible, non-
conformist. Anne Carter Zimmer, a family descendant who
interviewed elderly family members, wrote,"She went where
she wanted, when she wanted to.” Even during the Civil War,
when other members of the family continually retreated be-
hind friendlv lines, Mary stayed at a family plantation. When
Jeb Stuart sent soldiers to rescue her, she refused to be res-
cued.

Mary Lee spent much of her life travelling abroad. During
a visit to Istanbul, Lee reportedly wanted to visit the Hagia
Sophia mosque. Disguising herself as both a Muslim and a
man, she made the visit, risking death for being either an in-
fidel or a woman or both.

During her travels, Mary Lee used a bank in Alexandria as
one of her mailing addresses. Recently. a descendant re-
searching the life of his great-great aunt wrote to the bank
after he came across information that her luggage was put in
a bank vault at the time of her death on November 22,1918,

Bank officials undertook a search. In the bank’s “silver
vault.” where it stores items too bulky for safe-deposit boxes,
they found two trunks.*They were dusty. They were in a cor-
ner.” said one bank official.*On the inventory, they were car-
ried as two trunks, We didn’t have a name.” But he saw that
one of them was stenciled on the side with “M. Lee”

The trunks, stuffed with personal letters, newspapers, and
other assorted items, have now been placed on loan with the
Virginia Historical Society. Charles E Bryan, Jr., the Society's
president, said “We're just stunned by this find. . .. It will take
2 or 3 years for our archivists to process and preserve the
collection,” he said. But when their work is finished we will
have new insights into the life of Mary Lee and her famous
father.

No. the historical evidence, even for the early vears, is not
all in by any means. History is sometimes dusty but always

evolving,.



THE ConNEcTICUT COURT
RecorDs ProjecT

DEBRA POND AND BRUCE P. STARK
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Broadside,

By THE STANDARDS OF 18TH-
CENTURY CONNECTICUT, Charles
Hazelton of Killingworth in New London
County enjoved considerable success. An
entreprencur and land speculator, Hazel-
ton made frequent appearances in the
court records in the 1730s. Apparently
prosperous, his situation gradually dark-
ened. In June 1737, Hazelton sued for
&£100 damages, claiming that his good
name was defamed by the accusation that
he was a sheep stealer, but he failed to
collect. The following year he unsuccess-
fully sued for trespass in a case involving
the illegal cutting of timber. He lost sev-
eral other cases to collect debts.

. Hazelton
was sued for a debt of £204, could not
pay, and was assigned to the service of
plaintiff John Center, Jr., of Middletown

Catastrophe struck in 1741

1782 Census return. Photograph courtesy of the Connecticut State Library:

for a term of 12 years.To add insult to in-
jury, Hazelton attempted in June 1741 to
collect a debt by bond for £200, but the
lawyer for the defendant successfully ar-
gued in abatement that “ye Plaintiff him-
self is ... a bound Servant for a term not
Expir[e]d till more than seven years to
come, neither hath he any Estate to make
good ye Case”

Many stories can be told through use of
county court records. Sometimes the
story is primarily revealed through this
source, as with Charles Hazelton. On
other occasions, court papers flesh out
and give depth to stories only partially re-
vealed in other. more accessible sources.
In addition, early court records often con-
tain the only source of documentary evi-
dence on the lives of ordinary women,
children, minorities, and the poor who,

despite their status in society, could sue
and be sued, give testimony or depositions,
and petition for redress of grievances.
Where else could we read the story of
Mrs. Hannah Tvler of Goshen. who was
charged with assault on Samuel Pettibone
after she marched to his grist mill carry-
ing a full chamber pot and emptied it
over his head? Or the story of Selah Rich-
mond, who madly
Mehitabel Blakeslee? In order to ensure

was in love with
that she returned his love, he fed her a
love charm—raisins laced with Spanish
fly—that he purchased from Lewis Mc-
Donald. Mehitabel was poisoned, but a
happy ending ensued, as the couple mar-
ried and celebrated by claiming damages
from McDonald.

Court records, however, present both
challenges and opportunities to scholars,
and have been underutilized. The primary
goal of the Judicial Records Preservation
and Access Project, supported in part by
the NHPRC,
increase the latter. Early Connecticut court

is to reduce the former and

records deposited in the State Archives
are difficult to use because the indexing
is rudimentary. Relevant materials on a
single case are often found in several dif-
ferent locations. The papers are multi-
folded and enclosed in packets wrapped
in string, and the materials are often in
poor physical condition. For these rea-
sons, court records, despite the vast array
of valuable documentation they contain
on a wide variety of subjects, are not
often used by historians and genealogists.

Within the last 5 years, however, several
scholars, undaunted by these difficulties,
have used early Connecticut county court
records to great advantage to tell their
stories. Discussions with these historians
found, its
value to their search, and observation of

on the documentation they

the difficulties they encountered in using



these records provided the inspiration for
this project. The project’s goal is to make
early records of the New London County
Court and Litchfield County Court more
accessible to researchers by processing,
arranging, preserving, and describing them.
Connecticut is a small state with just
eight counties, six established in the colo-
nial era and two after the American Rev-
olution from existing counties. For this
project, designed to be a model for pro-
cessing court records, two counties with
contrasting histories were chosen. New
London County in southeastern Con-
necticut was one of the first four counties
established in the colony, and a maritime
and commercial center. It was a major
center for religious dissent and the home
to the largest African American and Na-
tive American populations in the colony.
Litchfield County, home of the Shaghti-
coke tribe of Native Americans, is located
in the northwest corner of the state. It
was the last county established prior to
the Revolution, and the most rural and
least economically developed area in
Connecticut. During the Revolutionary
and Early National periods, however. it be-
came an important political and legal cen-
ter and a Federalist political stronghold.
The court documents are stored in
packets bound with pink string and
arranged in either alphabetical or numer-
ical order. Each document is folded, and
second and third documents from the
same case are folded inside the first doc-
ument. usually a summons, with docket-
ing information on it. In order to examine
materials on a single case, the researcher
must open the packet, find the case being
searched for, hope that the papers are
filed in proper order, and then unfold all
the documents. Once the rescarcher is
finished, the entire process is reversed.
One of the project's goals is, therefore,
to unfold, sort, arrange, and place all the
and
boxes. This process in and of itself will

files in acidfree folders acid-free
greatly improve access to these docu-
ments, as scholars looking for materials
on a particular case or cases will be able
to go directly to the box and folder where
the file papers are located. Eliminating
the need to unfold and refold the docu-

ments each time they are consulted will
play an important role in their preserva-
tion.

Finding aids to the records of these two
courts from the time of their establish-
ment to 1855 will provide an overview of
the research value of the documents, an

outline of major subjects included, and a

Oliver Wolcott (1726-97), signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence and Governor of Con-
necticut, 1796-97. Portrait by Ralph Earle, ca.
1790, Photograph courtesy of the Connecticul
State Library

detailed box and folder list. In addition,
due to the intense interest in this state on
materials concerning African Americans
and Native Americans, the project ar-
chivists are identifying, photocopying,
and creating databases for these records.
Such cases represent only a tiny minority
of those found in Litchfield and New
London Counties, perhaps 0.2 percent,
but their importance demands special
treatment.

Often such individuals were neither
plaintiffs nor defendants, as in the case of
a l4-vear-old slave named Violet. Her own-
ers sued Stephen Welton of Litchfield,
claiming that he and others took Violet
from them in fall 1790 and passed her
first to Canaan and finally to freedom in
Cornwall, Vermont. Similarly, there was
the case of “Indian squaw” Judith, who
was raped by Litchfield County resident

Jonathan Cook in 1794. Cook was found

guilty. whipped 25 stripes, and ordered to
pay £13 in court costs.

Often, too, race or identity is not appar-
ent through surname. Only someone who
has carefully examined the records of
New London County. for example, would
know that Robert Jacklin, John Jackson,
and Hannah Wright were people of color.
The November 1831 session of the New
London County Court contains the case
of State v. Peggy Sansom et al. The five
defendants were all “persons of color”
who were “rioters, routers, and disturbers
of the peace.” They broke into the house
of Benjamin Beach, another person of
color. This one case provides information
on ten African Americans with six differ-
ent surnames and forms a vital piece of
evidence for those seeking to reconstruct
the history of the African American com-
munity in New London during the first
half of the 19th century.

The bulk of the cases involving Native
Americans consists of suits for debt, but a
variety of other subjects are included,
assault

from and theft to breach of

covenant and fornication. One 1736 case,

Jobn Lay, Jr. v. Jobn Sears, mariner, con-

cerned Indian boy Tantipinat in service to
the plaintiff for 6 vears. Tantipinat joined
Sears on a vovage to the West Indies and
failed to return to his master when the
journey was completed.

Connecticut county court records con-
tain treasure troves of historical docu-
mentation for historians, genealogists, and
legal scholars. Over 90 percent of all
cases before the Litchfield and New Lon-
don county courts were suits for debt—
debt by note, debt by bond, and debt by
book. Largely ignored by scholars, debt
cases are important historical docu-
ments. Cases of debt by bond and note
usually include the original bonds and
notes. These documents provide informa-
tion on whether the debtor and wit-
nesses were literate or not, the nature of
the relationship between creditor and
debtor. who the witnesses were, together
with information on the nature and use of
Debts by book
sometimes contain lists of products pur-

credit in Connecticut.
chased from merchants and storekeepers,
providing important indications of eco-
nomic or personal status.

The wide range (continued on page 19)



“because they are their confederates”

JACOB LEISLER AND THE 1689 GLORIOUS REVOLUTION

in New England

and New York. Connecticut justice Gershom Bulkeley,
for example. wrote in 1692 of that colony’s political
divisions: “Let any truly pious, loyal and prudent man
wiscly feel the pulse of this sort of men, from the
highest to the lowest and see if these religiosi [in

Connecticut] do not readily espouse the cause of

Print from the author’s collection. artist wnknown.

For over a decade, David Voorhees has been collecting and editing
correspondence and other documents relating to Jacob Leisler:
These papers document late-17th-century developments in the At-
lantic world, especially Leisler’s role in New York politics. A se-
lective edition of Leislers papers will be published by the
University of Pennsylvania Press. Copies of the documents that
Voarhees has uncovered will eventually be deposited in New York

Universitys Fales Library.

In May 1 695, Sir Henry Ashurst, Massachusetts’ Lon-
don agent, assured Boston minister Increase Mather, “The re-
versing of Leisler's attainder hath I hope a train of good
consequences, | shall never do N[ew] England so much good as
by getting this bill passed.”! Ashurst was referring to an act then
before England’s Parliament to annul a New York court’s sen-
tence of treason and attainder against New York political leader
Jacob Leisler,

The German-born Leisler had assumed control of New York's
provincial government in the wake of England’s 1688 Glorious
Revolution, in which William, the Dutch Protestant Prince of Or-
ange, and his wife, Mary, replaced King James [I, a Roman
Catholic, on England’s throne. As result of the bitter political
struggle that arose in New York from Leisler’s action, William's
incoming royal governor, Henry Sloughter, had Leisler and Jacob
Milborne, Leisler’s son-in-law, beheaded for treason in May 1691,

It may seem surprising that Ashurst closely connected New
England to New York events. Yet Ashurst was not unique. Late-
17th-century commentators frequently linked New England

Leisler and Milborne. And why so?” he continued, “be-
cause they are their confederates, and so it is a common cause.”
Seventy years later, as unrest once again spread throughout
New England, Massachusetts’ royal governor, Thomas Hutchin-
son, noted that the party legacy that Leisler left “prejudiced”
18th-century Massachusetts events.?

The Papers of Jacob Leisler Project at New York University,
supported in part by the National Historical Publications and
Records Commission, has collected more than 4,000 docu-
ments, as well as rare books, maps, prints, and other ephemera
relating to Jacob Leisler (1640-91). Among these papers is a
lively correspondence between Leisler and such New England
leaders as Massachusetts governor Simon Bradstreet. Plymouth
governor Thomas Hinckley, Connecticut governor Robert Treat,
and Connecticut secretary John Allyn. This correspondence re-
veals that, contrary to conventional assumptions of an antago-
nistic relationship between the two regions, the Puritans of
New England and the Reformed Dutch of New York formed an
economic and political network that shaped the early course of
American development.

Leisler was well known in New England mercantile circles
prior to 1689, References to him appear in the accounts of Cap-
tain Nathaniel Davenport, among other Boston merchants. In
1663 Boston shipper Guy Jacobsen transported furs and to-
bacco for Leisler to the Netherlands aboard the Fox, and in 1675
New England shipper Nicholas Skimer, master of the Dove, car-
ried goods for Leisler from Amsterdam to Boston.” Leisler also
directed New York's agricultural produce to New England. In
1674, for example, he shipped over 6,000 schepels of wheat to
Boston." Among Leisler's own ships, the bark Anne and
Catharine was built in New London, Connecticut, and the brig-
antine Happry Returne was registered in “New Eng!;md_":'

So considerable was Leisler's reputation in New England that




in September 1688. Newport, Rhode Island. Quakeress Rebecca
Richardson, later wife of Philadelphia merchant Edward Ship-
pen, wrote to Amsterdam merchant Cornelis Jacobus Mooij, °1
have never had the privilege to correspond with nor to meet
Your Honor, but by the authority and suggestion of Jacobus
Leisler, [1] now take the liberty to send to Your Honor my gen-
eral power of attorney.” o

It was religious zeal for Calvinist orthodoxy, however. that
made Leisler popular among many New Englanders at the time
of the 1688 Glorious Revolution.“For my part I must owne mine
and the inequities of the province” he wrote to Connecticut
governor Robert Treat in January 1691, and in an sence thereof
acknowledge that it is the Lords' [Christ's] long suffering, that
we are not consumed. not only for our accustomed vices, but in
an especial manner for our ingratitude under so marvellous a
deliverance.”” Reformed religious fervor thus connected Leisler
with such Puritans as Increase and Cotton Mather, who op-
posed King James II's policies of centralization and supported
the Dutch Protestant Prince of Orange.

Indeed, Leisler's takeover of the New York government was
linked with New England politics. King James II's disallowance
of the Massachusetts Charter in 1685 and his creation of the Do-
minion of New England, which melded New York and the New
England colonies into one huge colonial entity. caused anguish
among the Puritans. In 1688, this larger governmental unit sub-
sumed New York as an administrative district, and Dutch

Reformed New Yorkers joined Puritan New Englanders in in-
creasingly vocal opposition to the prevailing royval government.

When word arrived in April 1689 of William's coronation as
king of England, colonial opposition turned violent. A Boston
mob imprisoned Dominion governor Sir Edmund Andros and
his council. Rebellion to secure “our English nations liberties
and propertyes from Popery and Slavery” rapidly spread from
Boston to New York.” With the May 1689 seizure by the train-
bands. companies of militia or citizen soldiers, of New York
City's fort from regular troops loyal to James I1. New Yorkers, fol-
lowing Boston's example, formed a committee to oversee
provincial affairs until some official communication arrived
from the new monarchs. It was this committee, acting on the ad-
vice of observers from Connecticut. that would elevate Jacob
Leisler to interim chief executive for New York.”

Ideas flowing through Dutch New York. as previously noted,
similarly influenced New England. In October 1688, English im-
perial official Edward Randolph forwarded to England Increase
Mather's Case of the Massachusetts Charter: Randolph noted
that Mather had sent this work to Abraham Keck and Thomas
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Gouge in Amsterdam for publication in Holland; he included
with the tract “Copyes of two of Mathers letters to Amsterdam”
to “prove” an “antimonarchical” correspondence between the
New England clergy and Dutch Orangists."”

Although Mather's Dutch correspondence has not been
found, Leisler’s trade contacts in Holland included Keck and
(}uugc.“ Indeed, Leisler’'s papers reveal an extensive pro-
Orangist trade network existing prior to 1688. His European
correspondents included Nicholas Cullen, Jr.. radical mayor of
Dover, England, and Benjamin Furley, English gadfly in Rotter-
dam and friend of John Locke. Leisler's association with the
more extreme elements of European Orangism, as well as Eng-
lish Whigs, greatly damaged his political efforts at home and
abroad. Bostonian John Borland put this most clearly when he
wrote in April 1690, “some or most sober persons here [in
Boston] have a good opinion of Capt. Leislers proceedings at
New york, but the torry party have an extremely bad character
of him"?

Perhaps Leisler's greatest influence on New England came in
April 1690 when he called an intercolonial convention to meet
in New York City independent of English authority. Delegates
from Massachusetts. Plvmouth, and Connecticut joined dele-
gates from New York to organize an invasion of French Catholic
Quebec. John Walley, Plymouth’s delegate. wrote, “The truth is,
he [Leisler] is a man that carries on some matters too arbitrary:
but I think he is in earnest to promote the design against the
common enemy” ' Although the Canadian expedition ended in
failure. it set the stage for future political cooperation between
Dutch Reformed New York and Puritan New England. Efforts by
the New England lobby to reverse Leisler's attainder after his
1691 execution strengthened these bonds."*

“I am afraid that the guilt of innocent blood is still crying in
the ears of the Lord against vou,” Increase Mather wrote to

Joseph Dudley in January 1698.“1 mean the blood of Leisler and

Milburn. My Lord Bellamont said to me, that he was one of the
committee who examined the matter; and that those men were
not only murdered. but barbarously murdered.” " Dudley. pre-
siding chief justice at Leisler’s trial. was seeking reappointment
as roval governor of Massachusetts: an appointment that Puritan
New Englanders bitterly opposed. The shadow of Leisler would
continue to fall across the New England political landscape, as
it would that of New York, for years to come. The Papers of Ja-
cob Leisler are providing a window into that complex world in
which a distinctly American political consciousness began to
emerge.

DAvID WILLAM VOORHEES 15 DIRECTOR AND CO-EDITOR OF THE PAPERS OF Jacon LEISLER.

NOTES

I Ashurst to Mather, May 5, 1695, Thomas Hutchinson, The History and
Colony of the Province of Massachusetts Bay, Laurence Shaw Mayo, ed., 3
vols. (Cambridge, Mass.. 19306), 2: 6in.

2 Gershom Bulkeley, Will and Doom, or the Miseries of Connecticut
(Philadelphia. 1692). in Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society, 3
(Hartford, Conn.. 1895), 201-04, 212-15, 238; Thomas Hutchinson. The His-
tory of the Colony and Province of Massachussetts Bay (London, 1765).
L. S, Mayo, ed.. 3 vols. (Cambridge. Mass., 1936), 2: 64-65, 81-82, 160,

3 Accounts of Nathaniel Davenport, Massa- (continued on page 11)
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Transcending State Boundaries
in New Englan

Introduction

Intrastate collaboration between state historical records ad-
visory boards and the historical records community remains a
long-time goal of the National Historical Publications and
Records Commission. But interest in interstate collaboration
among state historical records advisory boards is more recent.
and becoming more viable in terms of planning and fund-
ability.

Recently, representatives of the six New England State Ar-
chives, state historical records advisory boards (SHRABs). and
NARA's Northeast Region attended a retreat to initiate plan-
ning for regional collaborative projects.

Concepl

The idea for the retreat came out of a casual meeting be-
tween Ann Newhall (former NHPRC Exccutive Director) and
Massachusetts SHRAB (aka MHRAB) members John Warner,
state archivist. and Bill Milhomme, field archivist. The meeting
took place between Christmas and New Year's in December
2000. Newhall was home in Connecticut for the holidays and
was visiting colleagues in Boston. She was asked, “What proj-
ects is the NHPRC interested in funding?” To paraphrase
Newhall's answer, “projects that document underdocumented
communities/subjects and/or projects that encourage inter-
state cooperation.”

A few weeks later, in January 2001, the Council of State His-
torical Records Coordinators (COSHRC) held its annual meet-
ing in Washington, DC. The idea of a Massachusetts-managed
administrative grant to bring together the New England SHRABs
to plan for regional documentation was discussed several
times and encouraged.

In September 2001, Richard Cameron, NHPRC Director for
State Programs, was contacted regarding the concept of an ad-
ministrative grant to promote regional interstate documenta-
tion planning. Cameron encouraged the application and
advised the MHRAB of the recent NHPRC-funded collabora-
tive project. “Documenting Change in Minnesota and North
Dakota.” Milhomme contacted James E. Fogerty at the Min-
nesota Historical Society, who generously provided develop-
mental insight and project reports.

Encouraged by the success of the collaborative SHRAB proj-
ects of Nevada and California and Minnesota and North
Dakota, and accompanied by letters of support from the state
archivists and historical records coordinators of all the New
England states, the MHRAB submitted a 2-year administrative
grant application to the NHPRC. The application was approved
in December 2002,

il LR L oy Bill Milhomme

Planning

The grant is funding two documentation-planning retreats.
The first retreat was held September 27-28, 2002, at the War-
ren Inn and Conference Center in Ashland, Massachusetts. The
depth and diversity of experience and interest of the partici-
pants representing the six New England states guaranteed in-
teresting dynamics for the retreat. The facilitator for the
meeting was Diane Strock-Lynskey. chair/program director,
Social Work Program, Siena College, New York. The several
months leading up to the September meeting afforded time to
prepare the dynamics that would enable participants to iden-
tify and prioritize potential collaborative regional projects.

The information gathered and employed in the planning
process was a liberal collection of expectations, data, and sta-
tistics. A four-question survey was sent to participants: What is
the greatest documentation issue/challenge facing your state?
What is your state’s uniqueness as it pertains to documenta-
tion? What are the documentation successes of your state?
What are your expectations/hopes for this retreat?

Past NHPRC funding (1980-2002) for each New England
SHRAB was also compiled and compared. Copies of the all the
New England states’ strategic plans were examined with at-
tention 1o expectations, goals, and activities. COSHRC research
and reports were analyzed regarding the New England states.
These reports included Maintaining State Records in an Era
of Change, A National Challenge: A Report on State Archives
and Records Management Programs (1996). Where History
Begins: A Report on Historical Records Repositories in the
LLS. (1998); National Forum on Archival Continuing Educa-
tion (NFACE) Project (2000-2002); and Connecting the Ar-
chival Community: Report of the Archival Education and
Information Web Needs Assessment (July 2002). Additionally,
the New York State Archives' A Manual for Documentation
Planning in New York and New York Documentation Topics
Framework were referenced for planning methodology.

Process/Dynamics

The group entered the process with openness and hopes
for success. The expectations were high. but the territory was
uncharted. During the first work session, the consultant gen-
tly, but firmly, facilitated contributions and insight from each
attendee. The forthcoming remarks, suggestions, and expecta-
tions were listed by state. The meeting room walls gradually
became papered with multiple colorful sheets of comments.

By the following morning’s session, the consultant had dis-
tilled and collated the information into a list of suggestions for
regional cooperation efforts. The task for the second meeting
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was to prioritize, select, and commit to several “doable™ and
“sustainable” activities. The success of this session was the re-
sult of the skillfulness, experience, and confidence of the fa-
cilitator. Truthfully, most participants  were  surprised
(frightened?) by the scope of involvement and resources nee-
essary to further regional collaboration of the identificd and
prioritized activities. But the facilitator prodded and guided
the group along until 4 consensus of several activities was [i-
nally agreed upon.

Results

Clearly, the group unanimously agreed that the planning
process itself is necessary to promote and sustain regional co-
operative planning. The group acknowledged and appreciated
the support of the NHPRC and the leadership and facilitation
of the consultant who participated in the process. The aggre-
gate identified areas of consideration for potential collabora-
tive efforts were (1) Archival Education and Training; (2)
Interstate/New England Records Collections: (3) Electronic
Clearinghouse/Data Pooling/Access: (1) Visibility /Awarencess/
Promotion/Advocacy (For Profession/SHRABS), (5) Partner-
ships /Collaborative Work with Other Professions/Non-
Archivist Community(s) (Communication/Resource Sharing/
Funding); (6) Electronic Records Preservation and Manage-
ment: (7) Best Practices/ Assessment /Outcomes /Evaluation
Models and Tools (Accountability/Viability/Documentation of
Impact of Work); (8) Documentation of Underrepresented
Groups/Communities: (9) Use of Archives in the Schools (In-

terstate Projects/Collaboration): (10) New England Consor-
tium/Development and Support/Coordination; and (11) Disas-
ter Preparcdness.

From this list. five arcas were selected as priorities, and a
proposed work plan for October 2000-September 2003 es-
tablished. The focus of the efforts of these work groups is on
data collection, information gathering as it relates to what
types of resources are currently available from each state in
each priority arca, ways to begin to organize and to consoli-
date and catalogue information (curriculum, models, materi-
als, frameworks, etc., currently being utilized). The areas and
work groups include (1) Electronic Clearinghouse-ME; (2)
Archival Education and Training-MA, CT; (3) Records Collec-
tions-Naturalization Records-NH, MA, CT, NARA: (1) Disaster
Preparedness-VT, MA. ME: and (5) Documentation of Under-
Represented Groups and Communities-RL CT.

Conclusion

The recent effort by the New England SHRABs is cevidence
that where there is openness and acceptance among col-
leagues, whether within our institutions, intrastate, or inter-
state, there is a mutual commitment to achieving common goals.

Bit MICHOMME s THE FIELD ARCHIVIST OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL
Recorns Apvisory Boagn,

Consultant Diane Strock-Lynskey facilitates the September 2002 vetreat in Antherst. Messcachusetis.




NHPRC RECOMMENDS 40 GRANTS

(continued from page 1)

Justice David H. Souter, representing the
United States Supreme Court; Lee Stout,
representing the Society of American Archi-
vists; and Roy C. Turnbaugh, representing
the National Association of Government
Archives and Records Administrators. Com-
mission members Roy D. Blunt, represent-
ing the U.S. House of Representatives, and
Christopher Dodd, representing the US.

Senate, were unable to attend the meeting.

Founding-Era Documentary

Editing Projects

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston,
MA: A grant of $140,832 to support the
preparation of a comprehensive book
cdition of The Adams Papers

Yale University, New Haven, CT: A grant of
$160,930 to assist its work on a compre-
hensive book edition of The Papers of
Benjaniin Frankiin

Princeton University, Princeton, NJ: A grant
of §156,346 to support its work on a
comprehensive book edition of The Pa-
pers of Thomas Jefferson

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA: A
grant of $141,647 to continue work on a
comprehensive book edition of The Pa-
pers of James Madison

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA: A
conditional grant of up to $143,583 to
edit a comprehensive book edition of The
Papers of George Washington

The George Washington University, Wash-
ington, DC: A grant of $201,042 to con-
tinue editing The Documentary History
of the First Federal Congress, 1789-1791

Board of Regents, University of Wisconsin,
Madison, WI: A conditional grant of up to
$170,000 to continue editing a selective
book edition of The Documentary His-
tory of the Ratification of the Constitu-
tion

Supreme Court Historical Society, Washing-
ton, DC: A conditional grant of up to
§216.150 to edit a selective book edition
of The Documentary History of the Su-
preme Court, 1789-1801)

State Board Administrative

Support Projects

Arizona State Historical Records Advisory
Board, Phocenix, AZ: A grant of $15,535 to

support the Arizona Board's work for 2
years

District of Columbia Government, Office of
Public Records, Washington, DC: A grant
of up to §5,000 in partial support of the
District Board's work for 1 year

Office of the Secretary of State, Georgia De-
partment of Archives and History, Atlanta,
GAZA grant of $10,000 in partial support
of the board’s administrative expenses for
2 vears

Kentucky State Historical Records Advisory
Board, Frankfort, KY: A grant of $2,125 in
partial support of the Kentucky Board's
administrative expenses for 1 year

Maine State Historical Records Advisory
Board, Augusta, ME: A grant of $20,000 in
partial support of the board’s administra-
tive expenses for 2 years

Montana Historical Society, Helena, MT: A
grant of $9,320 in partial support of the
Montana Board's activities for 1 year

New Hampshire State Historical Records
Advisory Board, Concord, NH: A grant of
$11.654 in partial support of the New
Hampshire Board's administrative ex-
penses for 2 years

New Mexico State Historical Records Advi-
sory Board, Santa Fe, NM: A grant of
519,743 in partial support of the board’s
administrative expenses for 2 years

State Historical Society of North Dakota, Bis-
marck, ND: A grant of $16,706 in partial
support of the North Dakota SHRAB's ac-
tivities for 2 years

Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, OH: A
grant of $10,000 in partial support of the
Ohio SHRAB's activities for 1 year

Oklahoma Department of Libraries, Okla-
homa City, OK: A grant of up to $5,000 in
partial support of the Oklahoma SHRAB's
administrative expenses for 6 months

Oregon Secretary of State, Archives Divi-
sion, Salem, OR: A grant of $9,186 in par-
tial support of the board’s administrative
expenses for 1 year

South Dakota Heritage Fund, Pierre, SD: A
grant of 515,030 in partial support of the
South Dakota SHRAB's administrative ex-
penses for 2 vears

Texas State Library and Archives Commis-
sion, Austin, TX: A grant of $8,425 in par-

Texas SHRAB's
administrative expenses for 1 year

State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madi-
son, WI: A grant of $20,000 in partial
support of the Wisconsin SHRAB's admin-

tial support of the

istrative expenses for 2 vears

State Board Planning, Implementation,
and Regrant Projects; Collaborative
Projects

Florida Department of State, Division of Li-
brary and Information Services, Tallahas-
see, FLi A 2year grant of $38.060 to
provide disaster planning and recovery
training and to establish a consortium o
coordinate statewide efforts to address
disaster and disaster recovery issues,

Idaho State Historical Society, Boise, 1D: A
I-year grant of $17,500 on behalf of the
Idaho SHRAB to provide disaster plan-
ning, basic records management, and
archival training to the state’s records
keepers.

Missouri State Archives, Jefferson City, MO:
An outright grant of $5,332 and a condi-
tional grant of up to $150,000 ($125,000
matching) for a 2-vear regrant project to
preserve and make accessible the state’s
historic records and to promote archival
cducation and cooperative strategics
among records keepers. For release of
funds beyond $55,332, the Commission
must approve a progress report on the
Missouri regrants at its November 2003
meeting,

New York State Archives, State Education
Department, Albany, NY: A conditional
30-month grant of up to $287,363 (5200,000
matching) for a regrant project to carry
out documentation and arrangement and
description projects addressing 1) the
World Trade Center disaster and its im-
pact on New Yorkers and 2) underdocu-
mented groups, topics, and activities in
the state. The first $152.418 in the
NHPRC conditional grant may only be
used for underdocumented groups, top-
ics, and activities in New York State, and
in addition, to develop an overall detailed
plan for projects to address the World
Trade Center disaster and its impact on
New Yorkers. The Commission will re-
view this plan before providing its final
approval for the release of the remaining
NHPRC funds.

Electronic Records and

Technologies Projects

University of California, San Diego: A 2-year
grant of $195,023 on behalf of the San
Diego Supercomputer Center and the
University of California, Los Angeles, for a
project to examine the issues involved in
the long-term preservation of. and access
to, electronic records that were changed




over time by their creators.

Georgia Division of Archives and History: A
17-month grant of $40,625 to bring in
consultants to conduct a series of half-day
training presentations on privacy/access
issues and ¢-government, and to convene
a4 working group to produce a white
paper on this topic.

fowa Department of Cultural Affairs: A
17-month grant of $43,889 to develop a
strategic plan to establish an electronic
records program to be administered by
the State Archives and Records Bureau.

Missouri State Archives: A 2-year grant of
$42.670 to hire clectronic records con-
sultants to develop and conduct two pre-
sentations and seven workshops on
clectronic records issues.

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill:
A Zyear grant of $174,530 to fund the
second and third years of its Managing
the Digital University Desktop project,
the first year of which was funded in Fis-
cal Year 2002.

The Trustees of Columbia University: A con-
ditional 17-month grant of up to $86,562
on behalf of the Center for International
Earth Science Information Network for a

project to identify and disseminate prac-
tical policies, techniques, standards, and
procedures to manage, preserve, and pro-
vide access to electronic records that
have significant geospatial components,
especially  those generated by a Geo-
graphic Information System.

uth Carolina Department of Archives and
History: A 3-year grant of §162.315 for a
project to move the Department’s elec-

S

tronic records program beyond basic pol-
icy guidance to direct involvement with
state agencies in addressing electronic rec-
ords management and preservation issucs.
Wyoming State Archives: A conditional 1-vear
grant of up to $30,000 for a project to de-
velop strategies and best practices for
with
archival value created by state govern-

managing electronic  records

ment agencies.

Non-Founding-Era Subventions

University of Illinois Press: A subvention
grant of 8,787 for The Samuel Gompers
Papers, Vol. 9

Ohio University Press: A subvention grant of
510.000 for The Papers of Clarence Mitch-
ell, Jr,Vol. 1

Education Proposals

Wisconsin History Foundation, Inc.. Madi-
son, WItA T-year grant of $31,894 to sup-
port the 32nd Institute for the Editing of
Historical Documents.

Host/Fellow for Fellowship in Archival Ad-
ministration: A I-year grant of $51,500 to
the Board of Regents of the University of
Wisconsin System, University of Wiscon-
sin-Milwaukee, Golda Meir Library, Ar-
chives and Special Collections.,

Host/Fellow for Fellowship in Historical
Documentary Editing: A 1-year grant of
§51,500 to the University of North Car-
olina at Greensboro for its Race, Slavery,
and Free Blacks: Petitions to Southern Le-
gislatures and County Courts, 1775-1867,
project.

Release of Previously Approved

Grant Funds

The Research Foundation of the State Uni-
versity of New York: Release of second-
year funding for its Preserving Authentic
Non-Textual and Interactive Records proj-
cct (InterPARES 2).

“because they are their confederates”

feontinued from page 7)

chussetts Secretary of State, vol. 16 136; Agree-
ment with Nicholas Skimer, July 15, 1675, Amst.
Nots. 3222 fol. 387, Nots. H. Outgers, Gemeen-
tearchiv Amsterdam.

! Loockermans Papers, New-York Historical So-
ciety. New York City.

* Examinations, High Court Admiralty Papers
13/80, Public Record Office, London; PRO 585 E.
190/1052/1047/1051.

" Rebecea Richardson to Cornelis Jacobse
Mooij, Sept. 20, 1688, Rebeeea Richardson Letter
Book, 13, Josephine R. Howell Collection, Penn-
sylvania Historical Society, Philadelphia.

“ Jacob Leisler to Robert Treat, Jan. 1, 1691, Ed-
mund B. O'Callaghan, ed.. Documentary History
of the State of New York, 4 vols. (Albany 1849-
52),2:318-19.

8 Ibid, 3: 577.

 Nathan Gold and John Fitch were sent by the
Connecticut assembly to advise proceedings in
New York. Charles Howard McCormick, Leisler's
Rebellion (New York: Garland Publishing, 1989),
pages 213-15. provides good background on
their role.

" Edward Randolph to John Povey, Oct. 19,
1688, Robert Noxan Toppan, ed. Edweard Ran-
dolph: Including His Letters and Official Papers
Srom the New England, Middle, and Southern
Colonies in America, and the West Indies, 9 vols,
(New York, 1909, 1967), 4: 243-46.
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Abraham de Riemer. merchants in Amsterdam,
June 16 1684, Amst. Nots. 3271, fol. 252, No. 86.

Nots. H. Outgers Gemeentearchiv Amsterdam,

12 John Borfland?] to Robert Ferguson, April 1.
1690, PRO: CO5-1081, 271

!4 John Walley to Thomas Hinckley. May 8. 1690,
Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Soci-
ety (1861) series 4, vol. 5: 250-53.

"t Jacob Melyen. Letterbook, 1691-1696, Ameri-
can Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass., is
largely devoted 1o New England efforts to have
Leisler's attainder reversed.

!5 Increase Mather to Gov. Dudley, Jan. 20, 1698,
O Callaghan, Documentary History of the State
of New York, 2:437.



Bates Mill workers in the late 19th centiry.
The cotton fiber is sent through “combers”
and other machinery that gradually re-
duces it in size until the desived thread
thickness is reached. Photograpl courlesy

of the Lewiston Public Library.

THE LEWISTON PUBLIC LIBRARY has received an NHPRC grant
to preserve and make available to rescarchers the business
records of the Bates Manufacturing Company, a major New Eng-
land textile producer that began operations in 1852, Lewiston,
the second largest city in Maine, is located in the southern part
of the state, 35 miles north of Portland. The records provide in-
sight into the industrial history of New England and will enable
researchers to analyze and document the industrial revolution
in the East.The collection will provide data to illustrate further
the societal change in America from an agrarian to an urban cul-
ture during the 19th century. The span of the records (1852~
1980) will also assist in researching the decline of manufactur-
ing in the northeastern United States during the latter part of
the 20th century.

The records represent a remarkably full picture of the day-to-
day operations of one of the major employers in Lewiston,
Maine. The 596 cubic feet of documents include personncl
records, payroll registers, accounting records, ledgers, journals,
and more. They document the economic life of the employees,
the construction of the company’s major mill buildings, and the
transition from water to electricity as a power source. They also
illustrate how work was organized in the mills, how the com-
pany coped with labor shortages during the € sivil War and two
World Wars, and how Bates recruited workers locally and from

Canada.

From its earliest days, the Bates Manufacturing Company was

a significant force in the regional economy of southern Maine.
Even today, the Bates Mill buildings are being used for restau-
rant, retail, and office space, and they dominate the historic mill
district of Lewiston, The company began production in 1852. By
1857 the Lewiston Falls Journal newspaper reported that the
mills at Lowell and Lawrence, Massachusetts, could not equal
the enterprise at Bates. One of the original owners. Benjamin
Bates, has often been praised for his business savvy due to his
stockpiling of cotton prior to the Civil War. This fortuitous cir-
cumstance enabled his mills to stay in production throughout
the war, while most others in the region were forced to close
for lack of raw materials.

By the late 1860s, Bates operated five of the eight cotton mills
in Lewiston. At that time, these mills employed over 3,500
women and 1,500 men. The textile industry in both Lewiston
and the entire northeastern United States grew during the
1870s. During the postwar depression of 1873-75 (which af-
fected both the U.S. and neighboring Canada), the Bates Manu-
facturing Company expanded four of its five Lewiston mills.

The population of Lewiston grew along with its booming tex-
tile industry. While the number of people in Maine declined dur-
ing the 1860s, Lewiston’s population grew by 83 percent in that
decade and experienced another jump of 40 percent between

1870 and 1880!



Life 0][ a Maine City

Many of these new residents were workers recruited from
the French-speaking cities and farms in the province of Quebec,
Canada. In these decades. the cultural mosaic of Lewiston
changed from that of a Yankee village to a bilingual city. By
1900. 40 percent of Lewiston's population was foreign-born.
The vast majority of these immigrants were from French-speak-
ing parts of Canada. Even today, more than 60 percent of Lewis-
ton's residents identify themselves as Franco-American, the
largest ethnic group in Maine.

Not surprisingly. there has been a resurgence of interest in
Franco-American culture by researchers in both countries.
While there is an expanding interest in genealogy, researchers
are exploring the historical patterns of immigration from
Canada to Maine The Bates records will prove valuable to schol-
ars looking at both the immigrant and minority experience in
New England.

The Bates Collection will also provide a valuable perspective
for researchers in the field of American women's history. Most
of the original mill workers in the 1850s were women who had
moved off the farms. Women continued to be a significant part
of the Bates Manufacturing Company workforce throughout the
history of the company.

One potentially valuable group of records included in this
collection are the working papers that were developed by both
the company and the union in the 1960s and carly 1970s in
their attempts to re-engincer work processes to make the com-
pany more competitive with textile mills in the South. These
items comprise approximately 32 linear feet and include work
analyses. time studies, and profit and loss statements. They not
only document the effort to save jobs, they also provide a clear
and detailed picture of each department in the mill.

These papers and ledgers include an abundance of financial
information.The stock registers could provide data for an analy-
sis of the company owners and investors and their change over
time from those connected by family and geography to a more
national distribution. Researchers will also be able to track the
mill's acquisition of raw cotton and the trading of cotton fu-
tures. Other potential avenues of research. using the Bates Col-

lection along with the other manuscript collections held by the

Library, include the study of business in Maine, the textile in-
dustry, and the New England economy.

The Lewiston Public Library currently has two other manu-
script collections among its holdings: The W. §. Libbey Company
Collection and the Franklin Company Collection. The Franklin
Company, chartered by the Maine legislature in 1845, was one
of two companies that owned most of the property in what is
now the downtown area of Lewiston. The other company was
the Lewiston Water Power Company. which was later acquired
by the Franklin Company. In addition to owning most of the
property near the Androscoggin River, the Franklin Company
owned the waterpower rights to the river and financed the con-
struction of the two earliest cotton mills in Lewiston.

The W.S. Libbey Company records were given to the Library
in 1996 shortly before the Libbey Mill building was demolished.
Libbey was another major textile manufacturer with roots going
back to the carly industrial and economic dev zlopment of
Lewiston. Although the Libbey company was formed in the
1890s, it originated through the acquisition of the assets of two
major corporations that began in the mid-19th century: the Lin-
coln Mill and Columbia Woolen Mills.

In addition to the preservation of the Bates Manufacturing
Company's records, this NHPRC grant will help to establish pro-
fessional archival services at the Lewiston Public Library. Up to
this point, the Library's archival collections have been pro-
cessed through support provided by Dr. Christopher Beam,
archivist at the Edmund S. Muskie Archives at Bates College (and
a former NARA staff member). The soon-to-be-hired project ar-
chivist will be the first professional archivist on the Library’s staff.

The Lewiston Public Library has also begun design work for
an expansion project that will include a 3.000-square-foot
Regional History Center and Archives. The Library has acquired
an adjoining building, which is slated to house a community
meeting and performance space in addition to the archives.
Once completed, the total Library facility will measure 45,000

square feet.

RICK SPEER 1S DIRECTOR OF THE LEWISTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.



The New Hampshire

Local Records
Education Project at

Dartmouth College

gy Daniel Daily

IN MAY 2001, the NHPRC recommended funding the New Hamp-
shire Local Records Education Project (NHLREP) at Dartmouth Col-
lege. Since September 2001, the project has sought to provide
archival education and assistance to local governments, historical
societies, and libraries throughout New Hampshire. So far. the proj-
ect has reached about 170 local records keepers through work-
shops, and has awarded professional preservation assessments to
40 New Hampshire municipalitics and organizations. As the grant
approaches its conclusion in May 2003, workshops and preserva-
tion assessments continue,

Although this endeavor is called the New Hampshire Local
Records Education Project, it is much more than that. The project's
genesis was at the intersection of New Hampshire's need for edu-
cation and assistance to local records keepers and Dartmouth Col-
lege's continuing service to New Hampshire. As James Wright,
historian and president of Dartmouth College, stated, . . . New
Hampshire hews to a political tradition which favors limited gov-
ernment involvement in local affairs. In such a situation, the many
towns and counties which hold some of the most precious materi-
als documenting the state’s history are without access to the ex-
pertise necessary to help preserve them. Dartmouth has the
necessary expertise and history, indeed a sense of obligation,
which leads us to wish to offer all the support we can.’

Endeavoring to meet this need with funding from the NHPRC as
well as matching funds from Dartmouth College, the New Hamp-
shire Charitable Foundation, the Putnam Foundation. and other
sources, Anne Ostendarp, former Dartmouth College archivist and
project director, launched NHLREP in September 2001, Julie Blain,
the Special Collections Library administrative assistant and project
registrar, began coordinating the arrangements for the workshops.
By December 2001, project archivist Daniel Daily offered the first
series of historical records preservation workshops. Now, a year
later, the project has offered 15 workshops focusing on the preser-
vation of records, records management. and developing collection
management policies and practices.

The curriculum developed and used for the workshops will be
available on the NHLREP web site by May 2003.The three modules
are: The Essentials of Preserving Historvical Records: Steu ardship:
Collecting and Making Historical Records Available in Historical
Societies and Libraries: and Records Management and Archives

for Local Governments. These materials will be available to all who

wish to use them. Please visit the web site at wwnwedartmouth.edu/
~nhlrep/.

Attendance at the workshops has varied from around 10 partici-
pants at locations north of the White Mountains to approximately
30 in the southern cities of Concord and Nashua. When designing
the project, both Ostendarp and Daily were intent on offering
workshops all over the state. The following comment affirmed the
conviction that the educational opportunities should be statewide.

“] was very pleased that this workshop took
place in Berlin. Usually we have to travel to
get to a workshop. Thank you!”

— Yvette Bitodeau, Town Clerk in Ervol (NH). Errol is between Berlin
an the Canadian border.

In addition to the workshops, the project offers participants the
opportunity to request a preservation needs assessment on behalf
of their organization. The assessments are an integral part of the
project and are intended to reinforce and augment what people
learn at the workshops. To date, the project has awarded 40 assess-
ments to local governments, public libraries, and historical soci-
eties. Each of these bodies has, at no cost to them, the professional

Auelience at the Sanbornton Historical Document Foundation's Com-
munity Historical Forum, held on October 29, 2002, in the Sanbornton
Town Hall. Photograph courtesy of the Sanbornton Historical Document
Foundation.

services (for up to 3 days) of a consulting archivist. Under the aus-
pices of the project, cight New Hampshire archivists are conduct-
ing assessments throughout the state. The following comment
reflects the positive responses to the workshops and assessments.

“What was a source of frustration has become
enjoyable.”

— Diane Mitton, of the Thompson-Ames Historical Society in Gilford
(NH), referring to the TAHS collections and whatl she learned
through the New Hampshire Local Records Education Project work-
shop series and preservation assesspent.

As the project embarks on a final series of workshops, planning
is also underway for a survey of all the local records keepers who
participated in the project. Jason Warren, a recent Dartmouth grad-
uate, is assisting the project and designing a survey instrument that
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promises to gauge the overall effectiveness of the project and
demonstrate where future efforts are needed. While Dartmouth
College cannot single-handedly sustain statewide archival educa-
tion, it does seck to provide information to state agencies and other
organizations that are interested in future archival education en-
deavors,

Since September 2001, others in New Hampshire have endeav-
ored to meet the need of preserving local historical records and
local history. These efforts run parallel to NHLREP, and owe their
beginnings not to NHLREP, but to the hard work of others in the
state. Nevertheless, Dartmouth has had the privilege of serving as a
preservation resource. At the state level. the New Hampshire legis-
lature passed a bill to create a local government records program
at the State Archives. Ostendarp and Daily had the opportunity to
speak with legislators who developed the bill. Furthermore, two
local initiatives, the Upper Valley History Network, wwwnpper
valleyhistory.net/. and the Sanbornton Historical Document Foun-
dation, bttp.//sanbornton.com/index.btm, have looked to NHLREP
ias A resource.

The Upper Valley History Network developed almost sponta-
neously as historical society members from the Upper Connecticut

River Valley region realized they could all benefit by sharing infor-
mation. This occurred at an NHLREP workshop in Hanover during
the spring of 2002. The Sanbornton Historical Document Founda-
tion seeks to create a digital library of local history sources from
Sanbornton, which is located in New Hampshire's Lakes Region.
Daily had the privilege of delivering a presentation entitled “A
Hearse, Daniel Webster's Socks, and the Box at the Doorstep: In
Search of Local History™ to about 30 people at its first Community
Historical Forum.

When developing the grant proposal, Dartmouth looked back to
the New England Archivists” education project that was hosted at
the University of Connecticut in the early 1990s, As with the
NEA/University of Connecticut project, Dartmouth College saw a
need for grassroots archival education and how the academy could
meet that need. Perhaps other institutions will look back to the
New Hampshire Local Records Education Project as they seek to
assist communities in caring for an important part of our nation's
historical fabric—local history.

DANIEL Dany 15 NHLREP'S PROJECT ARCHIVIST,

1996, he was named a Fellow of the Society.

David W. Brady Joins Commission

President George W, Bush has named David W, Brady, a senior fellow and associate director for research at the Hoover Institution,
| toserve as one of the two Presidential representatives on the National Historical Publications and Records Commission. Brady suc-
cceds Marvin E*Bud” Moss in that capacity. Nicholas C. Burckel serves as the other Presidential representative on the Commission.

| Dr. Brady is also the Bowen H. and Janice Arthur McCoy Professor of Political Science and Ethics in the Stanford Graduate School
of Business and a professor of political science in the School of Humanities and Sciences at Stanford University. He is an expert on
the U.S. Congress and congressional decision making. His current research focuses on the political history of the U.S. Congress, the
history of U.S. election results, and public policy processes in general.

Dr. Brady received the B.S. degree from Western [llinois University, as well as an M.ALin 1967, and a Ph.D. from the University of
lowa in 1970.While teaching at Rice University, Dr. Brady was honored with the George Brown Award for Superior Teaching. In 1992
he received the Dinkelspiel Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching from Stanford University, and in 1993 he received the
Phi Beta Kappa Award for best teacher at Stanford. He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

His recent publications include, with John Cogan,“Out of Step, Out of Office.” American Political Science Review, March 2001; with
John Cogan and Morris Fiorina, Change and Continuity in House Elections (Stanford University Press, 2000); Revolving Gridlock:
| Politics and Policy from Carter to Clinton (Westview Press, 1999): with John Cogan and Doug Rivers, How' the Republicans Captured
the House: An Assessment of the 1994 Midterm Flections (Hoover Essays in Public Policy, 1995).and The 1996 House Elections: Reaf-
: Jirming the Conservative Trend (Hoover Essays in Public Policy, 1997). Brady is also author of Congressional Voting in a Partisan
Era (University of Kansas Press, 1973) and Critical Elections in the (1S, House of Representatives (Stanford University Press, 1988),

Lee Stout Joins Commission

The Society of American Archivists has named Lee Stout, head of Public Services and Outreach for the Eberly Family Special Col-
lections Library at the Penn State University Libraries, to be its representative on the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission. He succeeds Fynnette Eaton, who accepted a position with the National Archives and Records Administration.

From 1974 to September 2001, Mr. Stout served as Penn State's university archivist. He is now responsible for the development and
administration of public services and outreach programs for all three archival and rare book units in Special Collections. Mr. Stout also
| teaches in the library studies and history programs. and is a frequent guest lecturer on campus history and architecture.

Mr. Stout received his bachelor's and master’s degrees in history from Penn State and the Master of Library Science degree from the
University of Pittsburgh. He has written a number of articles on archival topics. and authored the state assessment report, Historiceal
Records in Pennsylvania, for the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission. A frequent presenter at archival meetings, Mr.
Stout has served three terms as a member of the Pennsylvania State Historical Records Advisory Board. He has served as chair of the
Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Conference, and as treasurer, vice president, and president of the Society of American Archivists. In
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New England Archivists, five Boston-based
archivists conceived an idea for a national
archival research fellowship program.
Under the aegis of the Massachusetts His-
torical Society, they submitted a proposal to
the NHPRC to fund such a program, de-
signed to allow working archivists to un-
dertake research into complex archival
problems.

The impetus for the new program was
threefold: the vacuum left by the end of the
Research Fellowship Program for the Study
of Modern Archives, a residential program
successfully administered by the Bentley
Historical Library at the University of Michi-
1983 and 1998; concern

among archivists and archival cducators

gan between

about the lack of advanced research in the
profession; and the increasing need to de-
velop methodologies to take advantage of
the opportunities and meet the challenges
of new information technologics and the
advent of electronic records.

To address this lack of research, the group
sought to provide practicing archivists with
the opportunity to contribute to rescarch
efforts. The fellowship program was de-
signed to provide financial support, and
thereby the flexibility to conduct research,
to archivists and allied professionals work-
ing under 12-month contracts. The fellow-
ships are specifically intended for archivists
with professional or personal responsibili-
ties who might be unable to participate in a
residential research program. Grant funds
are to be used by fellows for release time
from their jobs, travel, or other expenses as-
sociated with their research projects. The
program is also intended to serve as a
model that could be replicated in another
region of the country after the initial 3 years
of funding expires.

Conceived as an opportunity to advance

16

Participants at a meeting of the archival re-
search fellowship program beld at the fall 2002
meeting of the Soctety of American Archivists.
Left to right: Brenda Lawson, Megan Sniffin-
Marinoff, Joan Krizack, Nancy Deromedi (fel-
low), Mary Ide. Back row: Richard Pearce-Moses
(fellow). Photograph courtesy of Joan Krizack.

both basic and applied research, and to en-
courage broad participation in the rescarch
process by archivists, curators, and informa-
tion specialists, the five Boston-based
archivists—Joan Krizack (Northeastern Uni-
versity), Brenda Lawson (Massachusetts His-
torical Society), Megan Sniffin-Marinoff
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology).
Kathryn Jacob (Radcliffe Institute for Ad-
vanced Study at Harvard University), and
(WGBH
ation)—developed a grant proposal to the
NHPRC to
search fellowship program.

NHPRC awarded funding for the Archival

Mary Ide Educational Found-

fund this non-residental re-

Research Fellowship Program in 2001 to the
Massachusetts Historical Society, which is
administering the project. In addition to the
five-person executive board comprised of
representatives from the five participating
institutions listed above, an advisory com-
mittee was formed to assist the executive
board in the selection of fellows. Advisory

committee members are Philip Eppard,

skt

State University of New York at Albany;
Andrea Kalas, The Discovery Channel; Tim
McGovern, Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology; James O Toole, Boston College; and
Gregory Sanford, Vermont State Archives.

In March 2002, the first round of Archival
Research Fellowships was awarded to four
individuals with outstanding proposals:
Nancy Deromedi of the Bentley Library, Uni-
versity of Michigan: Richard Hollinger of the
University of Maine Special Collections: Elis-
abeth Kaplan of the Charles Babbage Insti-
tute, University of Minnesota: and Richard
Pearce-Moses of the Arizona State Library,
Archives, and Public Records.

Nancy Deromedi's project.“Wired Faculty:
Research to Assess the Archival Value of Fac-
ulty Websites to Document their Functions
and Activities at the University of Michigan.”
will investigate the “specific application and
use of the World Wide Web in records cre-
ated by university faculty” Some of the ques-
tions Deromedi intends to rescarch are:
What is unique about faculty web site doc-
umentation? Are there similar creation pat-
terns among faculty members? Who owns
the records? Do academic disciplines differ
in their faculty web presentations?

For his project, “Case Studies in the Im-
pact of Electronic Communications on Rec-
ord Keeping Practices in Organizations’
Richard Hollinger will collect and analyze
quantitative and qualitative data from three
organizations: a business, a non-profit or-
ganization, and a municipal government.
The project will explore the effect that clec-
tronic communications have on each orga-
nization’s recordkeeping practices and
provide an analysis of the implications of
these findings for records professionals.

Elisabeth Kaplan's research project.”Elec-
tronic Brains, Archival Minds: Preservation
and Change in the Postwar Era.” will investi-

gate the role of archivists and technology
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since World War 11. Her research will exam-
ine the development of early computing
technology, the professional archival com-
munity’s relationship with new technolo-
gies, and how this did (or did not) affect
archivists’ sense of identity.

Richard Pearce-Moses will create a new
annotated glossary for archivists, manu-
script curators, and records managers. This
will be a revision of the 1992 Lewis Bellardo
and Lynn Bellardo work, 4 Glossary for
Archivists, Manuscript Curators, and Rec-
ords Managers. The need to revise the ear-
lier glossary is based on new archival
concepts and terminology, in particular
terms relating to digital technologies. The
Pearce-Moses glossary will be descriptive
rather than prescriptive, and it will include
key archival concepts and relevant terms
from related disciplines. The final product
will be made available at no cost on the So-
ciety of American Archivists web site.

For more extensive information about all
of the 2002 Archival Research Fellows
work, sce bitp://wwewinasshist.org/nbpre
fellows.btm. At the end of each award cycle—
in June 2003 and June 2004—the fellows
will present their work for discussion at
public symposiums in Boston. The first Ar-
chival Research Fellowship Symposium will
be held in Boston on June 13, 2003. The
keynote speaker will be David Levy, author
of Scrolling Forward: Making Sense of Doc-
wments in the Digital Age (Arcade, 2001).
For more information about the Archival Re-
scarch Fellowship Program or next year's
symposium. contact Brenda Lawson, Massi-
chusetts Historical Society, 1154 Boylston
Street, Boston, MA 022135, 617-646-0502,

blawson@masshist.org.

COLLECTIVELY AUTHORED BY THOSE ARCHIVISTS ADMINIS-
TERING THE GRANT.

RECENT DOCUMENTARY EDITIONS

The following publications from NHPRC-supported documentary
editing projects have been received in the Commission office since
May 2002.

The Documentary History of the Ratification of the Constitution.
Vol. 7, Ratification of the Constitution by the States: Massachusetts

(4) (State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 2001)

The Papers of Dwight David Eisenbower. Four-Volume Subset: The
Presidency: Keeping The Peace, Vol. 18 [January 1957-January 1958]
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001)

The Papers of Dwight David Eisenbower. Four-Volume Subset: The
Presidency: Keeping The Peace,Vol. 19 [February 1958-February 1959]
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001)

The Papers of Dwight David Eisenbower. Four-Volume Subset: The
Presidency: Keeping The Peace, Vol. 20 [March 1959-July 1960] (Johns

Hopkins University Press, 2001)

The Papers of Dwight David Eisenbower. Four-Volume Subset: The
Presidency: Keeping The Peace, Vol. 21 [August 1960-January 1961]
(Johns Hopkins University Press, 2001)

The Papers of General Nathanael Greene, Vol. 12 [October 1, 1782-
May 21. 1783] (The University of North Carolina Press, 2002)

The Papers of George Washington: Presidential Series, Vol. 10 [March-
August 1792] (University Press of Virginia, 2002)




:a. EDWARD CARLOS CARTER 11 &

Edward Carlos Carter I1, the Librarian of the American Philosophical Society and adjunct profes-
sor of history at the University of Pennsylvania, died of a heart attack at Thomas Jefferson University
Hospital in Philadelphia on October 1, 2002. He was 74.

A native of Rochester, New York, Dr. Carter graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in
1954 and went on to receive a Ph.D. from Bryn Mawr College in 1962. He taught at Phillips Academy,
the University of Delaware, St. Stephen’s School in Rome, Johns Hopkins University, and Catholic Uni-
versity before taking up his appointment in 1980 as Librarian of the American Philosophical Society, the
learned society founded by Benjamin Franklin. At that time, he also joined the faculty at the University
of Pennsylvania, where he was an immensely popular teacher of undergraduate seminars.

Dr. Carter was responsible for an explosive growth of acquisitions of manuscripts and books re-
Jated to the history of science in the American Philosophical Society Library. He also implemented a suc-
cessful new program of Library Resident Fellowships, and was instrumental in bringing new technology
and conservation techniques to the Library. During his tenure, use of the Library by the scholarly pub-
lic more than doubled.

Dr. Carter published frequently on a wide array of historical subjects. His principal scholarly ac-
complishment was the publication of The Papers of Benjamin Henry Latrobe, a ten-volume edition of
the writings of the early American architect and engineer, published by Yale University Press. He served
as chairman of the Board of St. Stephen’s School, president of the Independent Research Libraries As-
sociation, and member of the Board of the National Humanities Alliance, the Institute of Early American
History and Culture, and the National Lewis and Clark Bicentennial. Among his numerous accolades, Dr.
Carter was elected to membership in the American Philosophical Society and the American Ant iquarian
Society, and in 1995 the library at St. Stephen’s School was named in his honor.

Memorial contributions may be sent to the Edward C. Carter II Library Fellowship Fund, Amer-
ican Philosophical Society Library, 105 S. Fifth St., Philadelphia, PA 19106, or to St. Stephen’s School, 15
Gramercy Park South, New York, NY 10003.

8 ELMER JAMES FERGUSON @

Elmer James Ferguson, professor emeritus of history at Queens College of the City University of
New York and former editor of The Papers of Robert Morris, died on September, 11,2002, at his home.
He was 85.

Ferguson was born in Provo, Utah, in 1917. He taught at the University of Maryland from 1947
until 1964, when he joined the Queens College faculty, from which he retired in 1984. He was best
known as the author of The Power of the Purse: A History of American Public Finance, 1 776-1790,
published in 1961.The volume, awarded the John H. Dunning Prize of the American Historical Associa-

tion in 1962, is considered the classic treatment on financing the American Revolution.
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Tue CoxNecTiCUT COURT RECORDS PROJECT

(continued front page 5)

of information that can be gleaned from
debt cases is exemplified by two cases
filed by Aaron Gregory against Jack Bots-
ford, a free black from New Milford, The
first case is a suit to collect a debt by
book and includes Gregory's account of
Botsford’s purchases between September
and November 1783, From this listing, we
learn of Botsford's taste for store-bought
pint
brandy by your wife.” that he was mar-

clothing and, from the entry, '

ricd. In the second case, from the signa-
ture on the promissory note. we learn
that Botsford was literate.

The records are also valuable for deter-
mining identity in an cra when several
people could share the same name, and
for delineating trade or profession. New
London court records contain several
cases of Jonathan Rogers vs. Jonathan
Rogers. In February 1730, for example,
Jonathan Rogers, son of James Rogers de-
ceased, and further identified by the
word “shop” [blacksmith] sued Jonathan
Rogers, son of Samuel Rogers deceased,
“wood” [wooden leg]. We also learn that
John Beckwith was a shipwright, Richard
Brockway a mariner, Benjamin Gale a mer-
chant,William Lamson a carpenter, Joseph
Lothrop a glazier. and James Rogers a
cooper.,

Many cases that came before the county
courts were withdrawn, or the plaintiff
did not appear. The files alone give infor-
mation on the substance of these non-
adjudicated cases. Thomas Wait, for exam-
ple. sued Nathaniel Beckwith in Novem-
ber 1741 for £23 for failure to deliver 10
ewes, 10 lambs, and 20 pounds of wool to
the plaintiff by June 1, 1741.Titus Hurlbut
sought damages from William Lamson in
February 1742 for not framing the plain-
tiff’s house as per contract.

The remaining cases cover a variety of
subjects, including assault and battery,
theft, trespass, land ownership and land
inheritance, retailing strong drink without
license, fornication, incontinence before
marriage, lascivious carriage, defamation,
profaning the Sabbath, breach of cove-
nant, and damages. The latter charge cov-
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ers a variety of cases from fraudulent con-
tract, breach of contract, and failure to
perform a promised service to abuse of
cattle, nonpayment of child support. and
nonpayment of promised salary.

The records contain information on a
wide variety of additional subjects of in-
terest to researchers. These include such
topics as economic development and
trade, the position of women in society,
patterns of crime, the nature and function
of the court system, literacy, personal re-
lationships. and religious dissent,

Court records can be a gold mine for
those interested in genealogy. To cite just
one example. in February 1742, the New
London County Court heard a partition of
land case among the heirs of Joseph
Rogers of New London, who had died in
1697. The plaintiffs were the children of
John Rogers deceased, son of Joseph, and
the defendants were the children of
James Rogers deceased, brother of John.
A detailed listing of family connections is
included, enabling one to find informa-
tion not to be found in any other pub-
lished or unpublished source.

The lives of ordinary women are like-
wise documented in county court rec-
ords. For example, the customs and costs
of childbirth can be difficult to research,
as few women left a written record of this
time in their lives. In her 1764 lawsuit
against Alexander Bryan, Ruth Ashman
included in the account of her lying-in
her child’s layette. This consisted of three
blankets, four little shirts, five little caps,
six bibs, two pairs of stockings, and a pair
of little shoes. plus diapers or “clouts,” and
pins. Single mothers sued the fathers of
their children under a 1702 law both to
provide for the children and to prevent
them from becoming chargeable ex-
penses to the town in which they lived.
In addition to lying-in and costs of prose-
cution, these suits often contained depo-
sitions  from midwives, doctors, and
others involved in the couple's negotia-
tions for child support.

Court records can provide new details
on well-kknown figures. Oliver Wolcott
(1725-97), a Connecticut signer of the
Declaration of Independence. is often de-
scribed as a man of integrity and a scholar

of dignified character who staunchly sup-
ported the American cause. His full life of
public service included stints as Litch-
ficld County sheriff and judge and service
in the Continental Congress, Connecticut
legislature, and as governor.

His ncighbors and contemporarics,
however, may have had a more jaundiced
view of the man.Viewed through the lens
of the county court, Wolcott was an in-
competent sheriff who allowed the va-
grant thief Joseph Negro to escape from
jail in 1754. Neighbors sued Wolcott on
behalf of his servant girl Lidia in 1757,
The girl had run away and had sought
protection from her master’s cruel and
abusive treatment, only to be dragged
home again by an armed Wolcott.

In 1760, Wolcott's horse was beaten
and its “handsome tail with the hair of a
convenient length,” cut off, a form of van-
dalism often directed at monevlenders
and other unpopular persons of privilege
and property. The man accused of the
crime was found not guilty, And one won-
ders if Litchfield County resident Justus
Miles had Wolcott in mind when he “de-
famed and vilified the Continental Con-
gress and its members”in 1777

County court records provide an un-
paralleled view of society at a given time,
a place where the lives of ordinary peo-
ple outweigh great events and celebrated
heroes, as in the stories of such people as
Ruth Ashman. Jack Botsford, Charles
Hazelton, Tantipinat, and Hannah Tyler,
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