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COLLECTION OF CORRESPONDENCE OF HERBERT VON BISMARCK, 1881-1883 
 

Introduction 
 

The collection consists of about 5 linear inches of letters and handwritten notes, a few printed newspaper 
pages and newspaper clippings and miscellaneous items, as envelopes without letters. Most of the 
material is either clearly addressed to Herbert v. Bismarck or it is a fair assumption that he is the recipient 
of the letters. The exception to the foregoing is H v B/19 and H v B/20 which are letters written by 
Wilhelm v. Bismarck and apparently addressed to Rottenburg (H v B/19) and letters written by 
Rottenburg presumably addressed to Wilhelm v. Bismarck. 
 
Herbert v. Bismarck was born 28 December 1849, oldest son of Otto v. Bismarck, the “Iron Chancellor.” 
His younger (and only) brother Wilhelm (Bill) v. Bismarck was born 1 August 1852. During the period 
1880-1884, which is the time the collection originates, Herbert mostly acted as private secretary to his 
father. He was a member of the “Reichstag” during that period. In 1882 he was in London as counselor to 
the embassy (Botschaftsrat). His intention to marry Fürstin zu Carolath-Beuthen, a divorcee, failed in 
1881, due to the passionate objections of his father. He married in 1892 and died in 1904. 
 
Wilhelm v. Bismarck was a member of the “Reichstag” from 1878 to 1881, and from 1882 to 1885 he 
was a member of the Prussian parliament (Preussisches Abgeordnetenhaus). He married in 1885, and died 
in 1901. 
 
Their mother was Johanna v. Bismarck 1815-1898, nee v. Puttkamer. Their only sister was Marie v. 
Bismarck 1848-1926 
 

CONTENTS 
 

Roll Document Number; Contents 
 
1 H v B/1; Letters from Moritz Busch, 1881, 1883 
 H v B/2; Letters from “F H”, 1883 
 H v B/3; Letters from Otto de Grahl, 1881 
 H v B/4; Letters from C. Freiherr v. Späinger (?) 
 H v B/5; Letters from Polizei-Rat Krueger 
 H v B/6; Letters from Renn (?), German Legation, Vienna 
 H v B/7; Printed engagement announcement 
 H v B/8; Letters from V. Braun 
 H v B/9; Letters from G. Werthern 
 H v B/10; Letters and newspaper clippings from Lothar Bucher, 1881 
 H v B/11; Letters from Rudolf Lindau, 1881 
 H v B/12; Letters from Christoph (v.) Tiedemann, 1881 
 H v B/13; Letters from Heyking, 1881 
 H v B/14; Letters from Schrader, 1881 



 H v B/15; Letters from Stumm, 1881 
 H v B/16; Letters from Graff Julius v. Mirbach-Sorquiten 
 H v B/17; Letters from Edwin, Freiherr von Manteuffel  
 H v B/18; Letter from Wilhelm v. Bismarck to his brother 
 H v B/19; Letters from Wilhelm v. Bismarck to Rottenburg 
 H v B/20; Letters from Rottenburg to (Mostly) Wilhelm v. Bismarck, 1882   
 H v B/21; Letter from Rottenburg to Herbert v. Bismarck 
 H v B/22; Letter from v. Forckenbeck 
 H v B/23; Letters from miscellaneous identified persons  
 H v B/24; File copies of letters to Puttkammer from Otto (?) v. Bismarck 
 H v B/25; Letters and empty envelopes from unidentified persons, etc.   
   


