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DRATT

Cuban-American

:f In Book \ of ‘the flnal report of tne Senate Select _;“”

;Commlttee to Study Governmental Operatlons on the performance"

i‘of the lntelllgence agen01es in tne 1nvestlgatlon of the:
assa851natlony the FBI and CIA are cr1t1c1zed for thelr
Aaoparent fallure to fully pursue leads surroundlng the;“

'vassass1natlon of Pre51dent Kennedy and then ‘to fully report o

to- the Warren CommlsSLOn the results of the 1nvest1gatlonsb

they dld undertake.. One such lead concerned the travel

from Texas'to‘MeXiCOlclty of a' Cubanfjié
’ hmerican.on November 23. 1963 and‘then his‘flight‘to Havana’on‘”.
- Novenber 27 l/ .The lead was" made more "1nterest1ng by |
\the fact that the Cuban Amerlcan reportealy attended a
meetlng of the Tampa chapter of the Falr Play for Cuba |
Comnlttee on Vovember 17, 1963. 2/ 1he douse Select 7h:‘

.Commlttee on Assa531natlons examlned the documents connected

to that lead to determlne*v (a) whetner the facts whlch were

ffknown by the FBI and CIA about that 1nd1v1dual warranted

.@further 1nvest1gatlon’ gatlon was undcrtaken,

417(b) whether any 0r tha 1nformatlon vasmreported to the Warren

a"Comm1s31on, and (c) whether the kno nﬂtactsisuggestuany;:if{

'1nvolvement 1n the assa551natlon of PreSident«Kennedy.
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iNE FBI and CIA' .

1nformatlon whlch was in the

A chronology of the activities

on this lead'amplifies.

possessj the two agenc1es

CIA Investigation .

The flrst 1nformatlon on the travel of the Cuban~?*~e

"pAmerlcan appeared,on'December<@§f1963‘. At that tlme the'_i_-ff

‘Mex1co Statlon of the CIA sent a c1a531f1ed message

~ to CIA headquarters that a source iaehtlfled astITEMPOZ:)had

:frequested of the Mex1co Ccit Chlef of Station at 1300 hours'
ion.that date urgent traces on U, S c1tlzen-Gllberto P..
Looez;" 3/ The source sald Lopez arrlved in Mex1co on_h"
Vovember 23 en route to Havana and that Lopez had .“
ddlsappeared w1th no record of hls'trlp to Havana.i>Accord1ng
to the message, Lopez had a tourlst card carrylng nunber .

24553 whlch he obtalned in Tampa on Vovember 20 1963 and

v'thlS passport number was 310162 The message stated that Lopez

4',Q;Lleft Mex1co for Havana on. November 27rv1a Cubana (Alrllnes)

! o‘ny'n LIFIR::. as’ theW 7'”/""

.'source of 1nformatlon on Lopez s travel It 1nd1cated tne Mex1co

Statlon had no?traces on hlm. 4/

e o a/@%;?ﬂna.aéfq. '
In alother cla551f1ed message(@ated December 3, l96t>from B -

"the Mexico Statlon to CIA headouarters, the statlon
'leported also that the FBI offlce in Mexico Clty had been
advised- by Mexrcan authorltl 'S that Lopez enterad Mexico on -

November 27 at Nuevo Lare00' 5/
NW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 4
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- gwtm A/exfo/ﬂt», |
In another classrfled message @Egedﬁbecember 4, 196_,//

to-the Mex1co é:j§’5tatlon from CIA headquarters, the Agency

' reported that the State: Department check on Lopez had producedrwthln
yet because of the dlfflculty in trac1ng records u31ng only E
a name and passporc number; g/ . rhe>message contalnedjthls-‘
paragraph§ | | | BRI o | ;

We assume you have not told [.‘50{-/4&’:'
that Lopez flew to Cuba on 27 November - ..
because you do not want to blow the -

LIFIRE operation. This problem is up
to you. 7/ .. o N AU

'The LIFIRB operatlon referred’ to in the cla551f1 d m‘ssage' .
) oé/?%n/ml? I OI‘MI?"?’.’}:J 0/\/

to the ‘Mexico Statlonvln‘vo}—v-ed/ﬁ&)peratlon, between the

stz

CIA and Mexican federal officials who part1c1pated in a v dwéf

Tolan of photographlngf;a;s;;;;;;wof fllghts departlng for Havana.

(égdfobtalnlng the passenoer llStS of the Cubana fllgh?ET‘*ﬁrf

v"-\“:g -

N Mex1can off1c1als also had thelr own program to. photograph the

““J&‘

\\gassoorts of the passengers arr1v1ng from Havana. 8/ ' QQ ”

"’;‘fj'f"' On Decembe »-:
R /ZL 01077/\/7

City Station reported
A‘that the LITEMPO/Z\source had stated ;

o

ﬂcrossed the Mechan border at Laredo,-Texas on Wovember 23

1963 -and reglstered in the Roosevelt Hotel in reAlco C1ty on-fh
. -ﬂe ,(,J_'f%pz_,r ,-u;? .Tou4 C—K
November'ZS at 1600 hours in Room 203 9/ —LL@&AP@*also

'e ted that Lopez departed on a Cubana'rllcht on

‘NW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 5. -
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A

November 27 for Havana. That classified message statedvo
: V . Fooece. ‘ ﬂJ—o/

~additionally thatad a good photograph of .
Lopez. 10/ ' ' ' ’ 3 '

'The photograph of Lopez contalneo in hlS CIA 201 flle

‘-has'"27 November.l963" stamoed on the back In the photograph

’LOpez 1s shown wearlng dark glasses and the background 1n'2"” }

-the photograoh is dark and 1ndlst1ngulshable. _
» - 2he %;%uw ) oo
In a dlspatch(aated December 5, l96§jfrom the Chlef o‘» REE N

; Statlon in ueklco:gé:gfto headquarters, coples of the' 3

'phOtOgraph of Lopez were attached and the dlspatch stateo _‘?':":“'

LLLL Q‘d v e gy U T - = o e e =
Jﬂ¥&5 the photograph was taken @5.the nlght of NOVember 2

e a2 ,O/ -
o "’\,- d :

'ﬁpl963 at the Mex1co.C1ty alrport by Mexican authorltles as

e im et §<TE Tt

“jLopez was boarding.a'Cubana flight. ll/ The dlspatch gave

the prev1ously reported 1nformatlon of the numbers of . Lopez s?'ﬁl'

;passport and tourlst card and his entry
into - and departure from Mex1co The dlspatch contalned theﬁ;fﬁ

iraddltlonal 1nformatlon that Lopez ‘was llsted as the only

-fpassencer on Cubana rllght t465 on Novemoer 27 1963,to Havanafvz |

the fllght contalned a crew of nlne Cubans N

- a u. SQ passport and_, Cuban“courtesy.v1sa

- had the follow1ng message-J 'Source states the tlmwag and L

- cir cumstances surroundlng subjec 's travel through Mex1co and
-departure for Havana are susolc1ous." 13/ The dlsoatch
Sard also that the source urgently, requested all avallable o

data on the 1nd1v1oual

NW 66000 Docld:32273513 Page 6
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' 7ﬁ%£ GAI L QI 74: L
M
Also on{Decmeber 5, 196 CIA headquarters cablea the

: Mex1co€§£§y}8tatlon and 1dent1f1ed tnls Cuban—Amerlcan as

Gllberto Pollcarpo Lopez, who was born on Jaﬁuary 26 1940 iﬁ/t:

. It stated also that Lopez was not 1cent1cal w1th a Gllberto |
_Lopez.who had been" 1dent1f1ed as actlve in pro Castro groups 1ﬁf{sf”
d'_ Los Angeles. 15/ o

éfjff*d - C;Z;é?142ﬁ¥9wﬁ¢74C5'ALCﬂwﬂfd/
é:ﬁ March

1964, the 1 Monterrey Station sentba . . ,é’dd

-cla551f1ed message(to headqua?ter§>that Enrlque Ruiz Montalvo,

‘an. agent of the Mexican Federal Jud1c1al Pollce, had'ﬁféhéZC/’y o

Qtjg;i;;ed the CIA hat one of Rulz s contacts reported

in late February, 1964 that an Amerlcan c1tlzeﬂ named Gllberto e
_Lopes was'involved in the Kennedy assassrnatlon 16/ The . message
1Sa1d Rulz s contact reported that Lopes entered Mex1co on
'.foot from Laredo, Texas about 1200 nours on Vovember l3 carrylng.U’S
d;passport #319962 Wthh was - 1ssued July 13 l960; 17/ Accordlng
‘:to the dlspatch the contact related also that Lopes proceeded by
bbus to Mex1co Clty where he entered Cuban embassy"-;lt sald that
1 he - left the Cuban Embassy on,November 27 and was the only

sald the contact

-Hpassenger for Cuba on llght Jl465. 18/

“f{reporte ithat Lopes was,lssued Mexlcan travel Iorm B, #24553

'““Vuevo Laredo 19/ Accordlng to the dlsoatch Rulz reported

that he could not VerlfY the contact s 1nformatlon,.?fwawn

- ”but thought 1t mlght be of 1nterest to the Unlted States

_government--gg/

'NW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 7
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. The cable stated also that baCKground 1nformatlon

o . » /L-/‘?aﬂ"r
concernlng the(Monterrey base s contact u;th_§312%was.

: SED At T G ST
contalned in aAdlspatch dated March 18 wnlch was belng pouched*jnv

“to headquarters on March 20 2;/ 7'f2‘,>ﬁr}t”i ' :7."»“-5Q_ ;;
' Thie v EXT S “ 6 o,
Athe Depu?y Chlef of the MeXlCO @ Station‘-‘.-' R

tcabled a cla551f1ed message to heaoquarters ‘in whlch it was'7

stated that the 1nformatlon contalned Mﬁthe earller dlSpatch

AR A hAtper 7 BRI
which dlSCussed‘aﬂﬁaﬁiﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁy"jlbes fully w1th that prov1ded‘j i
= [source] PR

statlon by early December 1963. " 22/

. A 201 flle was opened on Gllberto Pollcarpo Lopez by
.Agency headquarters on December 16 1963. 23/ At that tlme hlS;;-
,records 1nd1cated that no earller 201 file had ex1sted.. The
‘file contains a‘"Rev1ew of 201 f11e on U S. Cltlzen" by '

.<§EEE§”EIB§§E> an operatlons offlcer for the LAM/FI component’

"of the Agency“ 24/' In that rev1ew tne flle was clas51f1ed

as a "counterlntelllgence case (1 e. 1nvolv1ng a forelgn 1ntelll—f
gence or securlty serv1ce) 25/ lhe date of entry of that

‘_krcategory 1n Agency records 1s 1nd1cated as January 22 lﬂzj)lnh~w

:};Lopez s flle.fgéj-

FBI Investigation

“In’a report dated August 26 1964 the FBI documented

the results of 1ts 1nvest1gatlon on Gl]berto Pollcarpo Lopez

NW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 8 _
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”whlch had been carrled out in - Key West, Vlorlda. The'report""v

'“dstated that Lopez s coun31n, Gulllermo Serpa Rodrlguez,-told the‘i

. FBI tnat LOpez came to the Unlted Stated for the flrst ‘time some}y
.tlne after Castro flrst came to power.-27/ He stayed approx1mately;
one year ‘and then returned to Cuba. 28/ Rodrlguez stated that"; :

' LLooez returned to Cuba because he was home51ck and mlssed

-’hls famlly, he had parents and four brothers who Stlll re31dedkﬂﬁ
,1n Cuba.n 29/ . »
xdj Rodrlguez stated also that Lopez.s brother Sellto was.
; a member of the Cuban mllltla at that t1met_30/ Another
brother, Ralmundo Pollcarpo.Lopez, had reportedly been
"sent to the Sov1et Unlon to study by ‘the Cuban government
accordlng to Rodrlguez. él/d | | . _
- Rodrlguez told the FBI that Lopez returned to the Unlted ?
,States 1n 1960 or 1961 because he was afrald he would Le drafted
3,1nto the Cuban mllltla if he remalned in Cuba. 32/

The FBI learned that Lopez marrled an. Amerlcan ‘woman in Key f

'?g?VWest 1n August, 1962: 33/"Accord1ng to Lopez s w1fe, he worPed

zﬁ;hfor a;tlme w1th the Pepsi Cola Co.ﬁ' 962 and at the Mollna

':and durgla Bakery in. Key West wnlcn was'owned by cou51ns. 34/

She sald that he also worked for a’ constructlon comoany ln-ﬁﬂ~

. ATamoa 1n June, 1963.;§§/;ﬁi;*’

MW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 3
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:'Lopez s wife told the FBI that Lopez began sufferlng fromqh,"

'recurrent attacks of epllepsy and had to be conflned at Jackson

'.State Hospltal 4n- Leynwest in early 1963 36/ She stated that

7hb.was treated by doctors from Coral Gables and Key West for theé_l¥
:epllepsy. 37/ She stated that she Qld not belleve he had a B
history of epllepsy before comlng to the Unlted States._ég/b
'fShe belleVed hlS convu151ons were brought on by nervous Atension:lii
:and worry over hlS famlly in Cuba and may have been a reason S
.’ifor his return to Cuba in 1963 gg/
| The wife sald that in approx1matelquovember; 1963
'she received a letter from. Lopez saylng he had returned toA
'Cuba. 40/ The w1fe stated that she was surorlsed he had returned.
but that . he had mentloned he was going back to Cuba when he |
1left for Tampa in November 1963 41/ The W1fe gave her oplnlon“
u‘that he returned because of . hlS close relatlonshlp w1th ‘his
'parents 42/ The w1fe stated that she recelved another letter'*T

. from hlm later from Cuba._43/ ACCOrdlng to the letter, he wasvdyﬁh;

yAworklng as an elevator ooerator in- Havana. 44/ In that letter

feropez sa1d he had recelved some klnd:of flnanc1al a551stance':

’.lfor the trlp from an organlzatlon 1n Tampa.t45/ Accordlng to the
:w1re, Lopez dld not have suff1c1ent personal funds to pay the’v
Apenses to Mex1co and Cuba.y46/ She sald that he had never had

contact w1th Cuban refugee organlzatlons to her knowledge. 47/

NV 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 10
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Rodrlguez told the FBI that Lopez left hey West :
in late 1963 to go to Tampa w1th the hope of belng ‘able °

. to return to Cuba. 48/ Rodrlguez sald he" belleveo Lopez uanted

Jto return to Cuba because he was afrald of belng drafted 1nto
'dthe U S. mllltary 49/ Rodrlguez sald Lopez was not 1nvolved S
’1nnany pro Castro act1v1ty while llVlng in hey Nest but tnat
Lopez was- "deflnltely" pro Castro 50/ Rodrlguez recounted thatHfd
in one 1nstance he and Lopez actually had a flSt flght over ey
;Lopez s pro Castro sympathles ol/ ‘ _ , , p
| In a report in March 1965 the FBI reported that Lopez ;ill'
had attended a meetlng of the Tampa Falr Play for Cuba Commltteef
:.f on November 20 1§§§ 52/ The report also stated that at a -
- meetlng of the group on November 17, l963 Lopez stated that he
_had been refused travel back to Cuba.l He sald at that tlme '
'rftnat ‘he was waltlng for a phone call from Cuba to get vord on e
lhls dcparture to Cuba Eé/i | | ~

Accordlng to that report in March 1964 a member of the“'

d'lTamoa FPCC stated that she called a frlend 1n Cuba on Decemberi8

arrlvedZEafely. 54/ wThe memoer

_fﬁhao attemoted to locate Lopez 1n Cuba through frlends there oecause

’b'Lopez had not”dellvered glfts to persons 1n Cuba from pe

Ain Florlda as'he had promlsed to,dor 55/. Tne menber stateulki

“Lalso thatythe Tampa chaoter of the FPCC had glven Lopezle o
,aoproximately %190 for the return trlo to Cuba. 56/ Tne member
said that Lopez had gone to Cuba hv way oF Mexlco be cause.he dld_ ;
not have a passport.IEZ/ o |

HW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 11
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The March 1964 FBI report llsted Lopez s passport as
v#310162 Wthh had been issued ln January, 1960, and hls

Mexican‘tourist card as "M8—24553”"issued November 20"1963f

iananpa.h58/ It stated that Lopez entered Mex1co by prlvate.:
'auto at Nuevo Laredo on November 23 1963 and departed for |
"Havana on November 27 as the only passenger on a Cubana fllght
carrylng a Cuban courtesy v1sa.'59/ |
| Accordlng to the FBI flle, Lopez s mother,_EsperanzaI;
-Rodrlguez, was born in Key West Florlda.VGO/ The flle.j
»llsted three cou31ns and four uncles who re51ded and worked in :AAJL
the Key West area w1th tnelr famllles él/ . | |
| Lopez S'FBI file contains a memo from the Tampa office -
-dated October 26 1964 whlch states.v‘ R | |
| ;;It is felt- that 1nformatlonvdeveloped
regarding the subject is not sufficient’
to merit con31deratlon for the Securlty
nIndex. 62/ ‘

The only 1nformatlon transmltted by the FBI to the Warren‘,“

JTCOﬂmlSSlOn on Lopez concerned a- check at the Passport Offlce. 63/rff

'ethe lnformatlon the Bureau dld send to_the Commlss1onzabout the'

53}f1amoa Cnapter OL the FPCC d1d not 1nclude any 1nformatlon on

Lopez s act1v1t1es..64/ ﬁThe CIA apparently dld not prov1de ?

cany. lnfornatlon on Lopez to the Warren Comm1531on.- As p01nted

h'out in the Senate report thlS OmlSSlOn is made ‘more egreglous

MW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 12
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' by . the fact that sources had reoorted w1th1n a few days of
Lopez's departure for Hav»na and of the assa851natlon that the i'lrf

c1rcumstances surroundlng his travel seemed "susp1c1ous -andi"“'“

~that in March 1964 whlle the Warren Comm1s51on was well'

- _unoerway 1nto its work 1nto the 1nvestlgatlon of the

‘assaSSLnatlon, Lopez had reportedly been 1nvolved 1n the f

"'hennedy assa531natlon o :
T czA T'ﬂ’K"q’”‘L' M( o
-In tne 1977 fepert~eé—the—Eﬁsgeete§~6ene4aﬂp4ﬂ;4&ﬁr'
ﬂSTﬁ~ the ‘Agency attempted to refute several 1naccurac1es“
71n the Senate-reoort regardlng the reportlng on. Lopez's

N travel. That_ls apparently the only follow up by the:f

‘¢Agency on‘the lead after the Senate report aopeared

S ) . -I-p the ’F‘l rst r\Jnnm The
corrected the.statement 1n the Senate report that sources
‘reportedhthatvLopez appeared "susp1c10us" when he was o

' Surveilled'in Mexico. 65/ The Iﬁ—fe?eft explalned that the»f"‘;
. : &ﬂ419 = e
1nternal CIiAa document of December 1963 whlch characterlzed

the man as-. susp1c1ous was merely "cryptlc and 1mpress1onlst1c S

”fthan constltutlng a tanglble ba81s for dramatlc

'“:act1v1ty or flnal concluSLOns.,d”

The reoort statedr"addltlonally ~that the March -‘ :f‘»--.-‘"

. MW.,.M,-- .,_‘4,
1964 cable(from the Monterrey basd wnlch recounted the

e R PO RN .
= e %W,_ - /
AT Nz,

'1nrormat10n .on Lopez from the contact of the Mexican pollce -3

and clalmed Looez was 1nvolved in the assa581natlon was

NV 66000 Docld:32273513 Page 13
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incorrect on several points: LOpez's name wasrmisspelled )
"Lopes vlt stated ‘that Lopez entered. Mexico on foot when ,{fv; o

the CIA repeated the FBI's conc1u51on that he had traveled

by auto, it gave 1ncorrect dlgltS in Lopez s passport
number;.lt stated that the Mexican tourlst v1sa was 1ssued
in Nuevo Laredo and‘not.Tampa; and 1t reported‘that he'”

4"stayed at the-éfban Embassy: 67/ Based on these 1naccurac1es,-fvf
- = o
the }ﬁspecbar-eeneral concluded that "the source patently

was exten31vely mlSlnformed.' 68/ Based on that observatlon,
_ _ w7¢“ﬂl - P9t R
the ;aepeetsr—eeﬂeral completely discounted the cable

'by the Deputy Cnlef of Station in Mex1co(C1ty%en1ﬁ§EEh“2§[ ;

-—«..\“

964>that the Mex1can pollce source 1nformatlon'"]1bed"

.w1th_what-had earller been reported by the CIA S source- 69/

Presunably the dlscreoanc1es p01nted out by the,f”

AR

% l are meant to explaln the fact hat the

. .CIA did not take more aggre531ve 1nvestlgat1ve steps to
'1ascerta1n whether there mlght have been some connectlon___t

between Lopez and the assass1natlon.i In that regard the

s S L e
'fAf1977éﬁnepeetcreeeaerai eoort explaln;fthat the Agency hf

:5had no other means o flnvestlgatlng Lopez at hlS dlsposal'f

‘Land had carrled the }ead as far as 1t was able by

' questlonlng a Cuban defector about Lopez.f Whlle tne fact

“0of the CIA s lach of access to further inf ornatlon about

NW 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 14
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Lopez may well be the.case,-that fact does.not:explain eitheri"
t\the failure of the CIA'to-takebmore'seriouslyrthe suspicionsl'ﬂi

of the sources, or most 1mportantly, to report whatever". |

1nformatlon it had to’ the Warren Comm1551on.i In that :;i

: TF & ‘
regard the attempts,af'the }aspeetef—eenerat’to denlgrate'

the value of the 1nformatlon prov1ded on Lopez do not
L eXplh S o i ;
_ d&m&a*sh the apparent negl&qenee of the Agency =¥ serlously
pursueag the 1nformatlon as it was recelved.f The Agency is.
:not to ‘be faulted for the strength of 1ts 1ntelllgence'
"gatherlng, but rather for the judgment whlch kept that o
1ntelllgence from the governmental body, the Warren .
Comm1351on,-wh1ch was mandated to. pass on the strength of
exactly that klnd of 1nformatlon
From the 1nformatlon collected by the FBI there'
o o se bl :
appear to be well—exwéaiﬂed reasons both for LOpe? S

deSLre to return to Cuba and hlS sollc1tatlon of the help of a

*local FPCC chapter for that travel | HlS contacts 1n Florlda gf“:

: f-appear on thelr face to be 1nnocent ané—ﬂenpotrtrsa; and not 1f

5f:ﬁ1n any way couaected w1th the assa551natlon;vaeSPlte theijf

‘_suggestlon bv tne Senate report of susplClon 1n the fact

'vthat Oswald "may have been 1n touch w1th that'same FPCC

napter,ﬂ ev1dence &epears to Suggest that Oswald was» R

actually in touch w1th the Tamoa FPCC or that Lopcz was:

counected in any way with Oswald ‘or Dallas.

NV 66000 Docld:32273519 Page 15
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.Despite what is now known about Lopez, the Warren
_ Comm1531on may well have wanted to-lay to. rest

susp1c1ons ‘which would remain about Lopez, and satisfy

itself that ‘these c1rcumstances in no way 1nd1cate forelgnlnwyA
':1nvolvement~1n the assa551natlon.v ‘The CIA has contrlbuted
lto those susplclons by not alrlng ‘the matter and explalnlng
Vc1rcumstances ‘which could shed light on otherw1se_51nlster B 3
‘appearing events.; | | -
: The Commlttee has documented instances where the CIA
:dec1ded to forego paSSlng 1nformatlon to the Warren Comm1351oh'f;i
out of a.de51re to not lay bare extremely sen51tlue sources.
» and methods of 1ntelllgence. The LiFIRE operationin
toertalnly falls within that category and as soon as ‘the CIA:a
began rece1v1ng 1nformatlon that LIFIRE was- tne source of
| the 1nformatlon about Lopez ‘s travel, thL caoles and
| messages reflected the de51re to not reveal that method

-ijt also _seems plau51ble that the FBI llkew1se chose not to v

-ﬁfﬁolvulge what 1t had learned about Lopez because ‘in d01ng

V“ffs 1t would have had to reveal thefsen51t1ve CIA operatlon'

-'thlch generated thejlnltlal 1nformatlon on’ Lopez s travel to Cubaf

”2fon November 27
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