
 

 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

 

(LM 2016-016) 

 

January 14, 2016 

 

The Honorable W. Neil Eggleston 

Counsel to the President 

The White House 

Washington, D.C.  20502 

 

Dear Mr. Eggleston: 

 

In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 

U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 

Records Administration (NARA) to the incumbent President of our intent to open Clinton 

Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requests listed in 

Attachment A. 

 

These records, consisting of 18,111 pages, have been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 

exemptions, resulting in 8,896 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 

the remaining 9,215 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 

provided to you upon your request.   

    

We are also concurrently informing former President Clinton’s representative, Bruce Lindsey, of 

our intent to release these records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the 

records 60 working days from the date of this letter, which is April 11, 2016, unless the former 

or incumbent President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts 

a constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know 

if you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  

Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 

NARA website.   

 

 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 

General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 

Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 

DIRECTOR 

Presidential Materials Division 

 

Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2011-0283-F Conflict over the Hanish Islands between 1995-

1998 

5,396 4,423 973 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Action (FOIA) request for material related to 

the conflict between Eritrea and Yemen over the Hanish Islands between 1995 and 1998.  The 

Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include National Security Council cables, emails, 

other correspondence, briefing papers on Yemen and on Eritrea, schedules, and policy papers. 

Responsive records also include preparations for First Lady Clinton's trip to Eritrea in March of 1997 

and routine correspondence between President Clinton and President Isaias Afwerki of Eritrea. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2013-0924-F National Federation of Independent Business 

(NFIB) 

1,515 161 1,354 

 

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Action (FOIA) request for records of the 

National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB).  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 

opening include memoranda, publications, press releases, papers, newspaper articles, talking points, 

correspondence, transcripts, schedules, and handwritten notes.  Topics in the collection include 

records detailing the NFIB opposition to health care reform initiatives during the Clinton 

Administration.  This includes examples of mandate ballots.  Mandate ballots allowed rank-and-file 

members of the group to express their opinions on important issues.  The NFIB would provide results 

of these mandate ballots to members of Congress and state legislators related to various interests of 

the NFIB.  

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2013-0925-F American Business Council 471 5 469 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act request (FOIA) request for material related 

to the American Business Council. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consists of 

correspondence, scheduling materials, and background materials concerning the American Business 

Council, the African-American Business Council, the Canadian American Business Council, the 

European-American Business Council, the French American Business Council, and the Latin 

American Business Council. Correspondence primarily concerns public / private partnerships 

regarding international trade issues.  
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Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2014-1015-F Agreement between USA and Russia regarding 

sales of military equipment to Iran 

2,753 1,949 804 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act request (FOIA) request for all records 

related to an agreement between the United States and Russia regarding sales of Russian military 

equipment to Iran. The deal was signed by Vice President Albert Gore and Prime Minister Viktor 

Chernomyrdin June 30, 1995 in Moscow. This collection includes the staff and office files of the 

National Security Council (NSC), the Cable, Email and Records Management System of the NSC 

and responsive records from the Automated Records Management System [Email]. Open materials 

include administrative papers and documents related to the routing and drafting of memoranda. The 

collection also includes talking points and press guidance from 1999 and 2000 after The New York 

Times story on the agreement. Materials related to the U.S.-Russia Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU) 

agreement are also included in this FOIA. This collection also includes some background and 

unclassified briefing materials for Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission 5 (GCC-5), GCC-6, GCC-9, 

GCC-10. News reports, transcripts, and published materials in the news stemming from The New 

York Times are also included in the collection. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2014-1036-F Organization of the NSC (PDD-1 & PDD-2) 1,370 603 767 

 

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials related to 

PDD-1 and PDD-2.  PDD-1, signed January 20, 1993, set the organizational principals of the NSC 

during the Clinton Presidency. PDD-2, signed January 21, 1993, stated the members of the NSC and 

the standard operating principals of the NSC. Responsive records include National Security Council 

emails, other correspondence, briefing papers, speeches, and policy papers related to the 

development of the NSC and these two PDDs. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2014-1039-F Meeting between President Clinton and 

President Jiang Zemin in 1993, 1997, 1998 

related to trade issues 

5,998 1,752 4,246 

 

The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

President Clinton and Chinese President Jiang Zemin’s meetings in 1993, 1997, and 1998, as well as 

US trade negotiations with China in 1999. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 

primarily consist of correspondence from the Subject file; draft legislation in Legislative Affairs 

files; and responsive material from the National Economic Council, the National Security Council, 

and the NSC’s Cable, Email and Records Management System. Open material from the National 

Economic
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 Council includes talking points, briefing papers, memoranda, and email related to President 

Clinton’s 1998 trip to China, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and Secretary of the Treasury 

Lawrence Summers’s 1997 trip to China, and 1999 US negotiations with China that concerned WTO 

membership and trade status. NSC files are largely question and answer, talking points, and 

background materials preparing for President Clinton’s 1997 meeting with Zemin and 1999 meeting 

with Rongji.  

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2015-0940-F Donald Trump/Trump Organization 467 3 464 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 

Donald Trump or the Trump Organization. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 

consist of email concerning birthday notes sent from President Clinton to Mr. Trump. Email also 

includes references to his campaign for President in 1999. Also present is a printed database entry 

concerning Trump’s invitations to White House events, a photograph of President Clinton with 

Donald Trump at Trump Towers in New York, an autographed copy of Mr. Trump's book The Art of 

the Deal, and briefing materials for press events that include media questions about Mr. Trump's 

possible run for the presidency in 2000. 

 
Case 

Number 

Topic Pages 

Processed 

Pages 

Restricted 

Pages Proposed 

for Opening 
2016-0015-F NAFTA Arbitration case Mondez International  138 0 138 

 

This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 

NAFTA arbitration case brought by Mondez International against the United States (Mondez 

International Ltd. v. USA). The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening primarily consist 

of correspondence from the Department of State notifying John Duncan of the National Security 

Council and the White House of the action. The Department of State also provided a copy of the 

Notice of Arbitration filed with the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes 

(ICSID). 

 
### 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

VIA EMAIL 

(LM 2016-016) 
 
January 14, 2016 
 
Bruce R. Lindsey 
William J. Clinton Foundation 
1200 President Clinton Avenue 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
 
Dear Mr. Lindsey:  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Presidential Records Act (PRA), as amended, 44 
U.S.C. §§2201-2209, this letter constitutes a formal notice from the National Archives and 
Records Administration (NARA) to you, as former President Clinton’s representative, of our 
intent to open Clinton Presidential records in response to the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) requests listed in Attachment A.   
 
This material, consisting of 18,111 pages, has been reviewed for all applicable FOIA 
exemptions, resulting in 8,896 pages restricted in whole or in part.  NARA is proposing to open 
the remaining 9,215 pages.  A copy of any records proposed for release under this notice will be 
provided to you upon your request.   
 
We are also concurrently informing the incumbent President of our intent to release these Clinton 
Presidential records.  Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a), NARA will release the records 60 working 
days from the date of this letter, which is April 11, 2016, unless the former or incumbent 
President requests a one-time extension of an additional 30 working days or asserts a 
constitutionally based privilege, in accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2208(b)-(d).  Please let us know if 
you are able to complete your review before the expiration of the 60 working day period.  
Pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 2208(a)(1)(B), we will make this notice available to the public on the 
NARA website.   

 
 
 
 



If you have any questions relating to this request, please contact me at (202) 357-5144 or NARA 
General Counsel Gary M. Stern at (301) 837-3026. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
B. JOHN LASTER 
DIRECTOR 
Presidential Materials Division 
 
Enclosure 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 
 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2011-0283-F Conflict over the Hanish Islands between 1995-
1998 

5,396 4,423 973 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Action (FOIA) request for material related to 
the conflict between Eritrea and Yemen over the Hanish Islands between 1995 and 1998.  The 
Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening include National Security Council cables, emails, 
other correspondence, briefing papers on Yemen and on Eritrea, schedules, and policy papers. 
Responsive records also include preparations for First Lady Clinton's trip to Eritrea in March of 1997 
and routine correspondence between President Clinton and President Isaias Afwerki of Eritrea. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2013-0924-F National Federation of Independent Business 
(NFIB) 

1,515 161 1,354 

 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Action (FOIA) request for records of the 
National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB).  The Clinton Presidential records proposed for 
opening include memoranda, publications, press releases, papers, newspaper articles, talking points, 
correspondence, transcripts, schedules, and handwritten notes.  Topics in the collection include 
records detailing the NFIB opposition to health care reform initiatives during the Clinton 
Administration.  This includes examples of mandate ballots.  Mandate ballots allowed rank-and-file 
members of the group to express their opinions on important issues.  The NFIB would provide results 
of these mandate ballots to members of Congress and state legislators related to various interests of 
the NFIB.  

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2013-0925-F American Business Council 471 5 469 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act request (FOIA) request for material related 
to the American Business Council. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening consists of 
correspondence, scheduling materials, and background materials concerning the American Business 
Council, the African-American Business Council, the Canadian American Business Council, the 
European-American Business Council, the French American Business Council, and the Latin 
American Business Council. Correspondence primarily concerns public / private partnerships 
regarding international trade issues.  
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Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2014-1015-F Agreement between USA and Russia regarding 
sales of military equipment to Iran 

2,753 1,949 804 

 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act request (FOIA) request for all records 
related to an agreement between the United States and Russia regarding sales of Russian military 
equipment to Iran. The deal was signed by Vice President Albert Gore and Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin June 30, 1995 in Moscow. This collection includes the staff and office files of the 
National Security Council (NSC), the Cable, Email and Records Management System of the NSC 
and responsive records from the Automated Records Management System [Email]. Open materials 
include administrative papers and documents related to the routing and drafting of memoranda. The 
collection also includes talking points and press guidance from 1999 and 2000 after The New York 
Times story on the agreement. Materials related to the U.S.-Russia Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU) 
agreement are also included in this FOIA. This collection also includes some background and 
unclassified briefing materials for Gore-Chernomyrdin Commission 5 (GCC-5), GCC-6, GCC-9, 
GCC-10. News reports, transcripts, and published materials in the news stemming from The New 
York Times are also included in the collection. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2014-1036-F Organization of the NSC (PDD-1 & PDD-2) 1,370 603 767 
 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for materials related to 
PDD-1 and PDD-2.  PDD-1, signed January 20, 1993, set the organizational principals of the NSC 
during the Clinton Presidency. PDD-2, signed January 21, 1993, stated the members of the NSC and 
the standard operating principals of the NSC. Responsive records include National Security Council 
emails, other correspondence, briefing papers, speeches, and policy papers related to the 
development of the NSC and these two PDDs. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2014-1039-F Meeting between President Clinton and 
President Jiang Zemin in 1993, 1997, 1998 
related to trade issues 

5,998 1,752 4,246 

 
The researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 
President Clinton and Chinese President Jiang Zemin’s meetings in 1993, 1997, and 1998, as well as 
US trade negotiations with China in 1999. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
primarily consist of correspondence from the Subject file; draft legislation in Legislative Affairs 
files; and responsive material from the National Economic Council, the National Security Council, 
and the NSC’s Cable, Email and Records Management System. Open material from the National 
Economic
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 Council includes talking points, briefing papers, memoranda, and email related to President 
Clinton’s 1998 trip to China, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright and Secretary of the Treasury 
Lawrence Summers’s 1997 trip to China, and 1999 US negotiations with China that concerned WTO 
membership and trade status. NSC files are largely question and answer, talking points, and 
background materials preparing for President Clinton’s 1997 meeting with Zemin and 1999 meeting 
with Rongji.  

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2015-0940-F Donald Trump/Trump Organization 467 3 464 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for material related to 
Donald Trump or the Trump Organization. The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening 
consist of email concerning birthday notes sent from President Clinton to Mr. Trump. Email also 
includes references to his campaign for President in 1999. Also present is a printed database entry 
concerning Trump’s invitations to White House events, a photograph of President Clinton with 
Donald Trump at Trump Towers in New York, an autographed copy of Mr. Trump's book The Art of 
the Deal, and briefing materials for press events that include media questions about Mr. Trump's 
possible run for the presidency in 2000. 

 
Case 
Number 

Topic Pages 
Processed 

Pages 
Restricted 

Pages Proposed 
for Opening 

2016-0015-F NAFTA Arbitration case Mondez International  138 0 138 
 
This researcher submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for records related to the 
NAFTA arbitration case brought by Mondez International against the United States (Mondez 
International Ltd. v. USA). The Clinton Presidential records proposed for opening primarily consist 
of correspondence from the Department of State notifying John Duncan of the National Security 
Council and the White House of the action. The Department of State also provided a copy of the 
Notice of Arbitration filed with the International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes 
(ICSID). 

 
### 

 


