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Web 2.0 and the
Science Community

® Popular Social Media (or “Web 2.0”) services like MySpace,
Facebook, YouTube, blogs and Twitter emerged to support mainly
informal, recreational socialization among individuals and groups

® Peer networking, self-promotion (often rather narcissistic) and
sharing of things like photos and videos were primary goals

° In|t|al formal appllcatlons tended to focus on communlcatlon or

pror
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Communities of Practice

® Defined as “groups of people who share a concern or a passion for
something they do and learn how to do it better as they interact

regularly” (Etienne Wenger)

® |nformal, self-organizing and regulating, independent of formal
organizational governance structures
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Ecosystem Services Community

® Ecosystem Services are broadly defined as the benefits (life-
sustaining, economic, cultural, aesthetic) that people obtain from

ecosystems

® Diverse membership including government, non-governmental
organization, academia, tribal, and private sector
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Ecosystem Services Community
Support Website

® Proof-of-concept
® Goal to provide centralized source for topic-specific
® News and communication

® Collaboration support
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Tools and Services

Ecosystem services derived from wetland conservation practices in the United States Prairie Pothole Region with an emphasis on the U.S. Departmen
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Tools and Services
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The Web 2.0 Toolbox

Function Current Tools Possible Additions or Alternatives
acEess Google Sites SciLink, ResearchGATE
(Portal)
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Lessons Learned - Negative

Convenience low compared to “all-in-one” systems due to need to
maintain multiple accounts, sign-ons

Services blocked by some organizations; blocking inconsistent

Learning curve fairly steep overall; multiple, sometimes
advertisement-riddled interfaces may be difficult to master
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| essons Learned - Positive

® Many tools and services geared toward (or easily adapted to)
scientific professional community needs exist and are improving

® Relatively low cost of entry for small to moderate size
communities (most services offer limited “free” versions)

® Relatively quick set-up (days, not weeks)
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