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PAPERS OF GRAF HELMUTH CARL BERNHARD VON MOLTKE, 1800-1891 
 

Introduction 
 
Personal handwritten papers of General Field Marshall Helmuth Carl Bernhard, Graf von Moltke 
(1800-1891), dating from 1839-1891, formerly held by the Heeresarchiv Potsdam (Lager No. 60-
931).  Microfilmed by NARA in 1952, the original records are now in the custody of the German 
Bundesarchiv.  The papers are organized into numbered sections (Stücke), many of which were 
missing when filmed, so the collection can only be regarded as incomplete.  A typed inventory, 
prepared at the Heeresarchiv in 1938, is included at the beginning of the first roll and at the start 
of some sections.  No frame numbers were used in filming.   
 
Moltke spent his entire adult life in the Prussian army, rising to the rank of General Field 
Marshall.  As Chief of the German General Staff, he was the architect of the victorious wars of 
German unification against Denmark (1864), Austria (1866) and France (1870-1871). 
 

CONTENTS 
 
 
Roll Description 
 
1 S. 1-5–(missing) various orders and decorations received by Moltke for his 

  service (see Roll 5) 
S. 6–newspaper article from March 1841 on Turkish policy; hand drawn maps of  
 Rome and environs (no date), scale 1: 25,000 
S. 7–(missing) two page letter to his mother, Sep. 1831 
S. 8–six letters from his mother, July 13, 1835 – Jan. 1, 1837 
S. 9–four letters to his father, 1845 
S. 10–two letters from his father, 1844-1845 
S. 11–correspondence of his wife, Marie (Mary) von Moltke (Burt), Mar. 6, 1841  
 – Oct. 8, 1860, some letters in English 
S. 12–letter from John Burt, Oct. 7, 1841 
S. 13–letters to his nephew Wilhelm and family, 1863-1891 
S. 14–correspondence of his brother Adolph von Moltke and his wife Auguste,  
 1844-1868 
S. 15–various letters of 1837-1867, with a typed listing for each year 

2 S. 16–undated letter to his brother Adolph (1863?) 
 S. 17–various letters and papers of Marie von Moltke 
 S. 18–letters from Helene Broeker (born Moltke) 

S. 19–letters to Magdalene Broeker (born Moltke) 
S. 20–three letters to his brother Ludwig and nephew Wilhelm 



S. 21–various letters of 1868-1890, with a typed listing for each year 
S. 22–miscellaneous letters to Moltke 
S. 23–letters and telegrams received after his wife’s death in Dec. 1868 
S. 24–two letters to Crown Prince Friedrich Wilhelm (later Emperor Friedrich III) 
S. 25–(missing) letter to “Schriftleitung Landmann” in Brussels, only envelope  

  remains 
 S. 26–miscellaneous correspondence received, 1821-1888 
 S. 27–three letters from Empress Auguste, 1888 
 S. 28–six letters from Wilhelm I, 1864-1883 
 S. 29–two letters from Wilhelm II, 1883-1888 
  S. 30–(missing) 
  S. 31–miscellaneous papers, with a typed listing at the start 
 S. 32–newspaper articles celebrating the 70th year of Moltke’s military service 
   (1889) 
 S. 33–congratulatory letters and telegrams to Moltke on his 70 years of military  
  service (1889) 
3 S. 34–correspondence filed under “B” (Ba-Bl) including some printed material,  
  plans for the new (1884) Hamburg Rathaus with a letter from Alexander Birt,  
  and a letter from Edward W. Bok asking for a memorial testament from Moltke  
  for the late Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, March 14, 1887.  
4 S. 34–“B” correspondence continued (Bo-Bra), including letters from Edward W.  
  Bok asking for Moltke’s autograph, newspaper clippings, testimonials,  
  telegrams, etc. 
5 S. 35–correspondence filed under “M” (Ma-Mu) 
 S. 36–copies of orders and awards presented to Moltke during his lifetime from 
   foreign governments, German princes and from Prussian kings Friedrich  
  Wilhelm, Wilhelm I and Wilhelm II, with their signatures, 1835-1891. 
6 S. 37–brief, handwritten operational concept for the 1866 war with Austria, along  

 with a typed version prepared later by the Heeresarchiv 
S. 38–a working draft history of the 1870-1871 war with France, pages 326-368 
 only 
S. 39–various letters from foreigners (some in Arabic); hand drawn maps of the 
  Black Sea area and the battlefield of Nisib, 1839 
S. 40–handwritten list of Moltke’s rank progression and various orders he received 

  S. 41–papers related to the Moltke family history and its service to the Prussian  
   king 
  S. 42–various newspaper articles published following Moltke’s death on Apr. 24,  
   1891 
  S. 43–album of charcoal sketches made in the 1830s 
  S. 44–two letters and additional charcoal sketches made in the 1830s 
  S. 45–portrait studio photograph of Marie von Moltke with two children 
  S. 46–composition by Moltke dated Oct. 1890 
  S. 47–confirmation essay dated Apr. 1841, possibly written by one of his children 
  S. 48–family photographs, including some of the Kreisau estate in Silesia 
  S. 49–newspaper clippings from 1941 on the 50th anniversary of Moltke’s death 
  S. 50–typed inventory of items in the Schlossarchiv Triesch, 1941 



  S. 51–published speech, Moltke: Persönlichkeit und Werk, by Wolfgang Foerster  
   (1941) 
  S. 52–published book, Moltke als Topograph, by Norbert Fischer of the Prussian  
   State Library (1944), with Moltke’s hand drawn maps of Turkish towns and  

  fortresses, 1828-1844, two letters to his brother Ludwig, 1852, and other  
  letters. 

  


