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This volume contains primary source documents—all from New
Mexico—that relate to various topics in American history. Each
“lesson” includes one or more documents, correlations to
National History Standards and New Mexico History Standards,
background information about the document(s), and a few
suggested teaching activities that can be easily incorporated into
your existing curriculum.

We welcome feedback concerning the lessons and documents contained in this volume. Please send
your comments to: Lori Cox-Paul, Education Specialist, lori.cox-paul@nara.gov
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Lesson 1: “Until You are Dead, Dead, Dead!”

The Taos Revolt of 1847

Documents:

Letter from Juan Antonio Garcia (undated)
Letter from Jesus Tafolla, January 20, 1847
Indictment, March 9, 1847

The Sentence of the Court, March 16, 1847

Documents Citation:

National Archives and Records Administration, Rocky Mountain Region, Denver,
Colorado. Record Group 21, Records of the U.S. District Courts of the United States,
New Mexico Territory, Records of the First Judicial District, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
Criminal Case Files, 1847-1865, (also known as Entry 2), Criminal Case Number 4,
United States of America v. Antonio Maria Trujillo.

Standards Correlations:

This lesson correlates to the National History Standards:

Era 4: Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)

Standard 1: United States territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861, and how
it affected relations with external powers and Native Americans

Standard 1C: The student understands the ideology of Manifest Destiny,
the nation's expansion to the Northwest, and the Mexican-American War.

Standard 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing immigration, the rapid
expansion of slavery, and the westward movement changed the lives of
Americans and led toward regional tensions.

Standard 2E: The student understands the settlement of the West

This lesson correlates to the New Mexico Social Studies Standards:

Strand: History

Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in order to
analyze significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in
New Mexico, United States, and world history in order to understand the complexity of
the human experience.




5-8 Benchmark I-A—New Mexico: Explore and explain how people and events
have influenced the development of New Mexico up to the present day.

5-8 Benchmark I-D—Skills: Research historical events and people from a variety
of perspectives.

9-12 Benchmark 1-D—Skills: Use critical thinking skills to understand and
communicate perspectives of individuals, groups, and societies from multiple
contexts.

About the Documents:

In 1821 Mexico won independence from Spain, and New Mexico became a territory of
Mexico. The United States declared war on Mexico in 1846, and General Stephen Watts
Kearny entered Santa Fe on August 18, 1846, and took possession of New Mexico.
General Kearny proscribed a new set of laws under which New Mexico was to be
governed. Charles Bent was appointed as governor.

Rumors soon began to circulate that this newly-formed government was going to be
taken over through a coup by native New Mexicans. In an effort to thwart the coup,
several of the suspected leaders of the resistance movement were arrested, but on January
19, 1847, Charles Bent was murdered along with other government officials in Taos. The
ensuing events would become known as the “Taos Revolt of 1847.” Those in the
resistance took over the San Jeronimo Church in Taos, and a two-day battle ensued.
However, the Americans were successful in quashing the resisters. Many New Mexicans
were arrested and put on trial.

The National Archives-Rocky Mountain Region is home to several small, incomplete
court files relating to these treason and murder trials. The documents in this lesson relate
to one of them.

Suggested Classroom Activities:

e One of the biggest challenges for students in using older primary source
documents is deciphering the handwriting. First pass out one or more of the
original documents to students. Have them read through the documents and
attempt to transcribe the handwriting. Then produce the transcript and have them
do a comparison.

e Ask the students to analyze one or more of the documents using the Document
Analysis Worksheet.

e This case file contains two letters which were used as exhibits in the court case
against Trujillo and allegedly showed Trujillo’s traitorous activities. Have
students examine these letters. Do they show that Trujillo was a traitor against the
U.S. Government? Why or why not? What sorts of words are used by the authors



of these letters which show what side they are on? (One of the letters calls the
United States Government a “foreign government.”)

e Consider the Indictment. While this document has a rather complicated legal
structure to it, ask students to highlight the key elements in the document. What
crime(s) is Trujillo charged with?

e From reading the sentence of the court, what can we infer about Antonio Maria
Trujillo? What is his age? What does the court say about his personality?
Consider carefully the language of the court. What sorts of words does the court
use when describing Trujillo’s crime? Does the court demonstrate bias?

e What is a traitor? What sorts of actions are considered treasonous today?

e Have students debate the issue of sovereignty and take positions from varying
viewpoints—native New Mexicans, Native Americans, and the U.S. Government.

e There are a number of interesting people associated with the events surrounding
the Taos Revolt. Have students pick a person—Governor Charles Bent, General
Stephen Watts Kearny, Governor Manuel Armijo, or General Sterling Price, and
do a short biographical report.

Additional Online Resources:

There is a related lesson available from “Teaching With Documents” on the National
Archives website. You may find it at:

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/guadalupe-hidalgo/
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Transcript of Letter (undated)

By the order of

With-respeet-te Don Antonia Maria Trujillo the Inspector of Arms

I herewith send you this dispatch (or order) that the moment

this comes to hand you will raise all of the forces, together

with all the inhabitants that are able to bear arms Connecting

them also with persons in San Juan De los Caballeros by tomorrow
counting from the 22" day of the present month and not later than

8 o’clock in the morning[.]

We have declared war with the American[s] and it is now

time that we all take our arms in our hands in defence [defense] of our
abandoned Country that we may try if possable [possible] to regain the
liberty of our unhappy Country|.]

You are held responsible [responsible] for the execution of the
above order[.]

Or you will be held responsible [responsible] if you fail in the

execution of the above order[.]

Juan Anto. [Antonio] Garcia

For:  Sr. [Senor] Don. Pedro Vigil



Q;/Z /7/,,,, /Mfk/ = %W%

Vit A anit 25 ike f A ol LD
e I el i a7 o/ ' ‘4033; BN
'b_—_%i:f é/: 7“242/25::{;&: (’m/ e AR
5= gy | Z

- r
BT et Rl g2t Zzr e%mcr/&%:pé

7 43*:"’"“"“;’:::_ e " %?’J"M ¢
FREL. Yoo Secacd ;—,Zf;,\/?m Lo BB K B iy
Se dollni o ff 2LL zzfsdm/aﬁ@ s o LN

— = /f/u%m‘ " o RS - T o

1218 A freeacitizn Fom PFer it LA forenn of
/ZZ @%M:/ﬂdﬁlﬂ&&ze&, e %mﬂmaégzlygéf;g;{ng
Coeerelere ﬂnd(r @/MJ%W /ﬁ;r/ﬂradm//;-f%e/é,

Aedializioe B7. Hel Mf S preriinero

%%M-M%% %i{i W

/f;zum'/ja 4—/&://”-” o

(AL Ppar s izag Lo




Transcript of Letter dated January 20, 1847

To the defenders of their Country

With the end to shake of [off] the yoke bound

on us by a foreign government

And as you are Military inspector General

appointed by the legitimate commander

for the supreme Government of Mexico which

we proclaim in favour of the moment

that you receive this communication you will place in
readiness all the companies under your comm-

and — Keeping them ready for the 22" day

of the present month so that the forces may

be on the day mentioned at that point

take the precaution to observe if the forces of

the enemy advance any towards those points

and if it should so happen appoint a

courier and dispatch him immediately so

that exertions may be doubled—

Understanding that there must not be

resistence [resistance] or delay in giving the answer to

the bearer of this official document.

January 20" — 1847
Jesus Tafolla

Sen. [Senor] enspector
Anto. [Antonio] Maria Trugillo
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Transcript of the Indictment, March 9, 1847

[Page One]

United States of America
District of New Mexico

The Grand Jurors for the District
of New Mexico on the part of the Government of the
United States on their oath present, that Antonio Maria
Trugillo or Trogillo of the plaza de los Luceros in the
County Del Rio Arriba in the territory of New Mexico being a citizen of the United
States
of America, not regarding the duty of his allegiance
but disregarding the same and wholly withdrawing the
allegiance, fidelity, and obediance [obedience] which every true & faithful
citizen of the United States should & of right ou%ht to
bear toward the said government, on the said 20"
day of January in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred
and forty seven, with force & arms, in the county
aforesaid & Territory aforesaid, together with divers[e]
other false Traitors, to the Jurors aforesaid unknown,
armed and arrayed in a warlike manner, that is to say,
with guns, pistols, swords and other weapons, being
then and there unlawfully, maliciously and traitorously
assembled and gathered together against the said Govern-
ment of the United States, most wickedly and traitorously
did levy and make war against the said Government
of the United States and did then and there maliciously
and traitorously attempt and endeavor by force and
arms to subvert and destroy the constitution and laws
of the Government aforesaid. In contempt of the constitu-
tion & laws of the Government aforesaid, to the evil
example of others in like case offending contrary to the
duty of the allegiance of him the said Antonio Maria
Trugillo or Trogillo and against the peace and dignity of
the Government of the United States.

And the Jurors aforesaid, on their oath
aforesaid, do further present, that on the said twentieth
day of January in the year of our Lord 1847, and before &
sometime afterwards an open rebellion was prosecuted &



[Page Two]

carried on against the said Government of the United

States of American by divers[e] false Traitors to the Jurors
aforesaid unknown, to wit, at the place aforesaid in the

county & Territory aforesaid, and that the said Antonio

Maria Trugillor or Trogillo, a citizen of the United States, then
and there being well knowing the premises, but not regarding
the duty of his allegiance and wholly withdrawing the
allegiance, fidelity, and obediance [obedience], which every true and faithful
citizen of the said Government of the United States should
and of right ought to bear toward the said Government,

and continuing and with all his strength intending to

aid & assist the Traitor aforesaid so being the enemies

of the Government of the United States as aforesaid,

in the prosecution of the said rebellion against the
Government of the United States, heretofore and during the
said rebellion, to wit, on the said 20" day of January

in the year last aforesaid & on divers[e] other days as well
before or after, with force and arms, at the place aforesaid

in the county & Territory aforesaid, maliciously and traitorous-
ly was adhering to, and aiding and comforting the Traitors
aforesaid, so being then & there the enemies of the said
Government of the United States as aforesaid. And that

in the prosecution, performance and execution of his

treason and traitorous adhering aforesaid, he the said

Antonio Maria Trugillo or Trogillo during the said

rebellion, to wit, on the said 20™ day of January in the year
last aforesaid & on divers[e] other days or well before or after
did maliciously & traitorously hold communication with the
said Traitors being the enemies of the Government of the
United States as aforesaid, sending them intelligence &
information and otherwise aiding & giving comfort to

the Traitors aforesaid, so being then & there the enemies of the said
Government of the United States as aforesaid, in contempt

of the said Government, to the evil example of all others

in like cases offending, contrary to the duty of the allegiance



[Page Three]

of him the said Antonio Maria Trugillo or Trogillo &
against the peace & dignity of the Government of the
United States.

F.P. Blair, Jr.
U.S. District Atty.

A True Bill
R Campbell
Foreman G[rand] Jury

13
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Transcript of the Sentence of the Court, March 16, 1847

[Page One]

Antonio Maria Trujillo. A jury of twelve
citizens after a patient and careful
investigation pending which all the safe
guards of the law managed by able and
indefateagueable counsel have been afforded
you, have found you guilty of the high

crime of treason against your government.
What have you to say why the sentence of

death should not be pronounced against you?

Your age and grey hairs have excited
the sympathy of both the Court and the
Jury. Yet while each and all were not only
willing but anxious that you should have
every advantage placed at your disposal
that their highly responsible duty under the
law to their country would permit yet have
you been found guilty of the crime alleged
to your charge. It would appear that old
age has not brought you wisdom nor
purity or honesty of heart while holding
out the hand of friendship to those whom
circumstances have brought to rule over
you. You have nurished [nourished] bitterness and

hatered [hatred] in your soul. You have been found

17



[Page Two]

seconding the acts of a band of the most
of-the-mest traitorous murderers that
ever blackened with the recital of their
deeds the annals of history.

Not content with the peace and security
in which you lived under the present
government, secure in all your personal rights
as a citizen, in property, in person and in
your religion rights; you gave your name
and influence to measures intended to
effect a universal murder and pillage,
the overthrow of the government and
one universal wide spread scene of bloodshed in the
land. For such foul crimes, an
enlightened and liberal jury have been
compelled from the evidence brought
before them and by a sense of their stern
but unmistakeable [unmistakable] duty to find you guilty
of treason against the government under
which you are a citizen. And there only
now remains to the Court the painful duty
of passing upon you the sentence of the law
which is, that you be taken hence to prison
there to remain until Friday the 16™ day of
April next. And that at 2 o’clock in the
afternoon of that day you be taken thence
to the place of execution and then be hanged

by the neck till you are dead! dead! dead!



[Page Three]

and may the Almighty God have mercy on

your soul.

19



Lesson 2: “After having a consultation whether they
should take our lives. ...”

Surveying Territorial New Mexico

Document:

Letter dated July 10, 1859, written by R. E. Clements to William Pelham, Surveyor
General of New Mexico

Document Citation: National Archives and Records Administration, Rocky Mountain
Region, Denver, Colorado. Record Group 49, Records of the Bureau of Land
Management, New Mexico, Letters Received by the Surveyors General of New Mexico,
1854-1907 (also known as Entry 1).

Standards Correlations:

This lesson correlates to the National History Standards:

Era 4. Expansion and Reform (1801-1861)

Standard 1: United States territorial expansion between 1801 and 1861, and how
it affected relations with external powers and Native Americans

Standard 1B: The student understands federal and state Indian policy and
the strategies for survival forged by Native Americans.

Standard 2: How the industrial revolution, increasing immigration, the rapid
expansion of slavery, and the westward movement changed the lives of
Americans and led toward regional tensions.

Standard 2E: The student understands the settlement of the West.

This lesson correlates to the New Mexico Social Studies Standards:

Strand: History

Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in order to
analyze significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in
New Mexico, United States, and world history in order to understand the complexity of
the human experience.

5-8 Benchmark I-B—United States: Analyze and interpret major eras, events, and

individuals from the periods of exploration and colonization through the Civil
War and Reconstruction in United States history.

20




5-8 Benchmark I-D—SKkills: Research historical events and people from a variety
of perspectives.

9-12 Benchmark 1-D—Skills: Use critical thinking skills to understand and
communicate perspectives of individuals, groups, and societies from multiple
contexts.

About the Document:

The transfer of the public domain to private ownership has had a lengthy legislative
history that can be traced back at least to the Ordinance of 1785. The Land Act of 1796 (1
Stat. 464) established the position of Surveyor General. Surveyors general were to be
officers of the Treasury Department, appointed by the President, and were authorized to
hire and supervise their own assistants or deputy surveyors. The first Surveyor General,
appointed in 1796, was “to survey . . . the lands lying northwest of the river Ohio, and
above the mouth of the river Kentucky, in which the titles of the Indian tribes have been
extinguished.” The Surveyor General was authorized to issue contracts to deputy
surveyors for the execution of survey work in the field. The “contract system” of
providing for the performance of U.S. public land surveys remained in effect until 1910.
In 1803 Congress authorized a similar position for the lands south of the Tennessee
River. As the frontier moved westward, surveyors general were appointed for western
districts until eventually there was one for each public land Territory or State.

Ceded to the United States by Mexico with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo on February 2, 1848, New Mexico had achieved Territorial status under the
terms of an act approved on September 9, 1850 (9 Stat. 446). Originally parts of Arizona,
Colorado, and Nevada were included in the Territory. The Gadsden Purchase from
Mexico in 1853 increased its area, while the establishment of the Colorado and Arizona
Territories in 1861 and 1863, respectively, brought it within its present-day boundaries.

Section 1 of an act of July 22, 1854 (10 Stat. 308), created the office of the “Surveyor
General for New Mexico.” Although the surveying district encompassed the entire
Territory, most of the early survey work done under the Surveyor General was conducted
on lands within the boundaries of the present state of New Mexico.

President Franklin Pierce appointed William Pelham to become New Mexico’s first
Surveyor General, with tenure to begin August 1, 1854. Pelham arrived in Santa Fe on
December 28 and began to set up operations for the coming year.

The actual surveying process began when John Garretson was awarded the first survey
contract on March 9, 1855. Indian and Civil War hostilities combined with arid field
conditions to retard the progress of surveys in the Territory, with Indian interference
ceasing only after 1885. Inaccuracies in a number of surveys done during the 1870s and
1880s prompted the resurvey of some locations.
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The National Archives-Rocky Mountain Region houses numerous letters received by the
office of the Surveyor General in New Mexico. This letter details the experience of one
contractor—R. E. Clements—whose surveying party was held hostage by a band of
Comanche Indians. After promising that they would not resume the survey, the surveying
team was released. Clements did not resume the survey in 1859. Interestingly, Clements’
survey work in New Mexico Territory is still called into question today. His name
appears in several recent lawsuits which denounce his surveying work as inaccurate.

Suggested Teaching Activities:

e Pass out copies of the letter to students and ask them to analyze it using the
National Archives Document Analysis worksheet.

e Have students locate the area the surveyors were working on a map. If possible
locate a map from the time period the letter was written.

e Why was it necessary to do land surveys? Ask students to research some of the
other important surveys done of the West, such as the Wheeler Survey, Hayden
Survey, and Powell Survey. How were these surveys different from the work
being done in New Mexico? How were they similar?

e We do not have any documents to show the perspective of the Comanche Indians.
It is clear from the letter that the Indians did let the men go without harm, with the
promise that the men would not return. It is also clear from history that eventually
the survey work resumed. This letter might serve to prompt further research and
investigation into the relationship between the Government, incoming settlers,
and the Comanche. Ask students to write an essay from the perspective of the
Comanche that would give their views on the encroachment of white settlers into
their land.
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Transcription of letter from R. E. Clements dated July 10, 1859

Hatch’s Ranch
Santa-Fe July 10™ 1859
Sir:
Under our contract of May 31% we proceeded
to the Canadian Fork of the Arkansas River to execute
the surveys contracted for. On the 3d inst. The Comanche
Indians came to our camp, took all our men prisoners and
possessed themselves of all our provisions clothes &c. After
having held a consultation whether they should take
our lives also, they determined to liberate our party on
condition that we would have the country in one hour,
and not return to do any more work. This promise we

were compelled to make in order to save our lives.

We deem it to be extremely dangerous at the pre-
sent time to continue working at the place required by
our contract and therefore respectfully request that
you will allow us to relinquish the portion of it which
has not yet been completed.

Very respectfully,

R.E. Clements

T. Archer [?]

Dep. Sur. [Deputy Surveyor]

William Pelham Surv. Gl. [Surveyor General]
of New Mexico
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Lesson 3:  “I will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and defend the
Constitution of the United States. . . .”

Confederate Sympathizers in New Mexico During the Civil War

Documents:

Indictment, August 13, 1862

Arrest Warrant, December 30, 1862

Oath of Patrick McAteer, July 8, 1864
Second Oath of Patrick McAteer, July 8, 1864

Documents Citation:

National Archives and Records Administration, Rocky Mountain Region, Denver,
Colorado. Record Group 21, Records of the U.S. District Courts of the United States,
New Mexico Territory, Records of the First Judicial District, Santa Fe, New Mexico,
Criminal Case Files (Treason Trials), August 13, 1862, (also known as Entry 3), Criminal
Case Number 1, United States of America v. Patrick Mclintier/McAteer.

Standards:

This lesson correlates to the National History Standards:

Era 5: Civil War and Reconstruction (1850-1877)

Standard 2: The course and character of the Civil War and its effects on the
American people.

Standard 2B: The student understands the social experience of the war on
the battlefield and home front.

This lesson correlates to the New Mexico Social Studies Standards:

Strand: History

Content Standard I: Students are able to identify important people and events in order to
analyze significant patterns, relationships, themes, ideas, beliefs, and turning points in
New Mexico, United States, and world history in order to understand the complexity of
the human experience.

5-8 Benchmark I-A—New Mexico: Explore and explain how people and events
have influenced the development of New Mexico up to the present day.
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5-8 Benchmark I-B—United States: Analyze and interpret major eras, events, and
individuals from the periods of exploration and colonization through the Civil
War and Reconstruction in United States history.

5-8 Benchmark I-D—SKkills: Research historical events and people from a variety
of perspectives.

9-12 Benchmark 1-D—Skills: Use critical thinking skills to understand and
communicate perspectives of individuals, groups, and societies from multiple
contexts.

About the Documents:

When studying the Civil War, the events which took place west of the Mississippi River
are often overlooked or given little attention. New Mexico Territory was the site of one of
the larger battles in the Civil War—the Battle of Glorieta. Often referred to as the
“Gettysburg of the West,” Glorieta was a decisive victory for Union troops that led to the
expulsion of Confederate forces for the remainder of the war.

How did the citizens of New Mexico feel about the issues that led to the Civil War? Did
they identify with the Confederate or Union side? What were their feelings about
slavery?

Many of the answers can be found in the history of New Mexico’s attempts to become a
state. The first try, in 1848, was unsuccessful because New Mexico Territory went on
record as being opposed to slavery. Southern members of Congress blocked the statehood
effort. The Compromise of 1850 which admitted New Mexico into the Union had no
restrictions on slavery, meaning persons could own slaves in New Mexico Territory. In
reality, according to the 1860 federal census, there were very few slaves in New Mexico
Territory.

The population of New Mexico Territory, like the nation, was divided in their loyalties.
Many felt tied to the Union. When the Civil War began, the southern portion of the
Territory defected to the South. After Confederate troops were driven from the area,
those who had been loyal to their cause faced charges of treason.

The National Archives-Rocky Mountain Region is home to several court cases involving
charges of treason against Confederate sympathizers in New Mexico. The suggested
teaching activities in this lesson use documents from one such case.

Suggested Teaching Activities:
e One of the biggest challenges for students in using older primary source
documents is reading the handwriting. First pass out one or more of the original

documents to students. Have them read through the documents and attempt to
transcribe the handwriting. Then produce the transcript, and have them do a
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comparison. Ask students to complete the Document Analysis Worksheet for one
or more of the documents.

e Consider the Indictment. With what crime(s) was McIntier/McAteer charged?
The Indictment essentially says that the Devil was responsible for
Mcinteir/McAteer’s actions. What does the use of this term imply? Would such a
term be used in court papers today?

e This case is somewhat similar to that in Lesson 1. What is a traitor? Were those
who believed in and fought for the Confederacy traitors?

e While the court file does not have the verdict of the court, in can be inferred from
the loyalty oaths signed by the defendant that he either plead guilty or was
convicted. What does he promise to do in the loyalty oaths? What references are
there to slavery in these oaths?

e One of the oaths makes mention of a Presidential Proclamation issued by Lincoln
on December 8, 1863. A copy is provided. Ask students to read the Proclamation.
What does this Proclamation do? (Essentially it grants pardons to anyone who
takes a loyalty oath.)

Additional Online Resources:
There are additional Civil War related lessons available from “Teaching With

Documents” on the National Archives website. You may find them at:
http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/civil-war-reconstruction.htmi
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Transcript of the Indictment dated August 13, 1862

United States of America,
Territory of New Mexico
1% Judicial District Court
of the United States

In the United States
District Court for the county of Santa Fe in the 1* Judicial
District of the Territory of New Mexico, August term, A.D. 1862.

The Grand Jurors for the United States impaneled [impaneled], sworn
and charged to inquire within and for the body of the First
Judicial District of the Territory of New Mexico, and the county
of Santa Fe, United States of America, upon their oath do
present that Patrick Mclntier, late of said county and Dis-
trict, being a citizen of the United States of America, not
regarding the duty of his allegiance to the Government of the
said United States, nor having the fear of God in his
heart, but being moved and instigated by the Devil, as a
false traitor to the Government of the United States of
America, and wholly withdrawing the allegiance, fidelity
and obedience, which every true and faithful citizen of said
Government should and of right ought to bear toward the same,
on the twenty-fifth day of March, A.D. 1862, at the county
of Santa Fe and the Judicial District of the Territory afore
said, together with other false traitors to the Jurors afore
said unknown, armed and arrayed in warlike manner,
that is to say with guns, muskets, rifles, pistols, swords,
bayonets, pikes, and other weapons, being then and there
maliciously and traitorously assembled and gathered to-
gether against the said Government of the United States
of America