
This lecture provides a guide to obtaining records through the Freedom of 

Information Act (FOIA), using Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) case files, 

and how they can aid in uncovering family histories. By offering information 

on how to access FBI case files and examples from individuals’ research, this 

lecture provides genealogists with resources that may aid in their search for 

personal stories within Government records. 

FBI and the FOIA: 

20th Century Family Research 

Britney Crawford and Netisha Currie 
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Netisha Currie is an archives specialist in textual 

processing at the National Archives at College Park. She 

specializes in the specially protected records and artifacts 

of high intrinsic value and leads the Vault Digitization 

Project. Netisha received a B.A. in Archeology and 

Anthropology from Oberlin College (2004) and a M.A. in 

Museum Studies from George Washington University 

(2011).  Born and raised in the Washington, DC area with 

extended family in Mississippi, Netisha is interested in 

local and southern history. 

Britney Crawford started working at the National Archives 

in 2004 while studying  at Howard University towards a 

B.A. in Political Science and later her M.A. in Information 

Science from the University of Maryland, College Park. In 

2011, Britney became an Archivist in the Special Access 

and Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Branch where 

she is the lead archivist of the JFK  Assassination Records 

Collection and specializes FOIA. She has experience 

teaching DC History and Research Skills while continuing 

research in information studies (particularly diverse 

populations) and program development. 

Netisha Currie  Britney Crawford  



FBI AND THE FOIA: 20TH 

CENTURY FAMILY RESEARCH 
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Goals of the Presentation 

 Provide an overview of the 20th century FBI 

case files accessioned at the National 

Archives (NARA) 

 Inform genealogists of the family histories that 

exist in FBI records 

 Provide step-by-step instructions on how to 

access FBI case files released under the 

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

 Share examples of family histories found in the 

FBI records 
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Significance of the Presentation 

 This session hopes to:  

Reveal new avenues of information that can be 

obtained from the FBI records 

Share an untapped source of information at 

NARA 

 Expand the time frame of traditional genealogical 

research, bringing research up to the 20th century 
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RECORDS OF THE FEDERAL 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

AN OVERVIEW 
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What is the scope of FBI records? 

 Documents at the National Archives reflect the 
broad investigative mission of the agency 

 The FBI investigates crimes including: 
 Domestic/international terrorism 

 Public corruption 

 Civil rights violations 

 Organized crime 

 Kidnapping 

 Cyber crime 

 Etc. 
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FBI Records – Case Files 

 Bulk of genealogical research 

 Organized in the Central Records System 
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FBI Records – Administrative Files 

 Office of the FBI 

Director 

 Personnel files 

 Records on the 

origins and 

development of the 

agency 

National Archives ID: 7873469 
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FBI Records – Regional Files 

 Records from U.S. attorneys and the federal 

courts 

 Learn about the legal outcome of an 

investigation 

 Records for the conclusion of the story in the 

case files 
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Classes of the Bureau 

 3 – Overthrow/Destruction 
of the Government 

 7 – Kidnapping 

 18 – May Act 

 23 – Prohibition 

 25 – Selective Service Act 

 31 – White Slave Traffic 
Act (Mann Act) 

 36 – Mail Fraud 

 40 – Passport Matters 

 44 – Civil Rights 

 50 – Involuntary Servitude 

 

 61 – Treason 

 65 – Espionage 

 77 – Background 
Investigations 

 91 – Bank Robbery 

 87 – Interstate 
Transportation of Stolen 
Property 

 100 – Domestic Security 

 105 – Foreign 
Counterintelligence 

 157 – Civil Unrest 
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Arrangement of Records 

 Headquarters Files 

 

 Bulky Enclosures 

 Field Office Files 

 

 Bulky Enclosures 

Numbering Scheme 

Class Number – Case File Number, Serial 

Numbers 

157-2438, Serial 1-102 

Civil Unrest Case 2,438, documents 1-102 

 

 

 

         Within the Classes: 
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Class 31 – White Slave Traffic Act 

 The Mann Act, 1910 

 Prohibited transportation of women in 

interstate/foreign commerce for purposes of 

prostitution, debauchery, immoral acts 

 Records Dates: 1921-1966 

 Microfilm records 

 237 cubic feet, 505 boxes 

 Most records have been declassified            

and are available 
"Jack Johnson boxer" by Bain 
News Service - United States 
Library of Congress's Prints and 
Photographs division digital ID 
cph.3d01823. 
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Class 44 – Civil Rights 

 Records Dates: 1920-1999 

 7,403 boxes, 4,070.5 cubic feet 

 Established in 1924 primarily for investigations 
of KKK activity 

 Scope expanded to include violence against labor 
unions, racial disturbances, police and prison 
brutality 

 Records document the great social and 
domestic change in American life in the 20th 
century – institutional segregation, lynching, 
voting rights, civil unrest, protests 
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Class 65 - Espionage 

 Records Dates: 1920-1978 

 1539 boxes, 895 cubic feet 

 Records contain information for research 

about organizations as well as individuals 

investigated for espionage – having unlawfully 

obtained data affecting national defense, or 

disclosed material to foreign governments 
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Class 100 – Domestic Security 

 Record Dates: 1939-1984 

 34,911 boxes; 37,519.6 cubic feet 

 Classification created when FBI was deemed the 
“clearing house” for national defense and domestic 
intelligence matters 
 FBI was mandated to investigate organizations suspected of 

subversive activities (Communists, Fascists, Nazis) 

 Files concerning individuals concern the Japanese relocation 
centers during WWII; suspected Communist 
members/sympathizers 

 Post WWII: investigations were expanded into anti-
Vietnam activity, leftist groups, COINTELPRO 
investigations 
 Investigations opened under this classification were ordered to 

be submitted to the Department of Justice (DOJ) because of the 
suspected civil violations of the Bureau 
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Class 105 – Foreign 

Counterintelligence 

 Record Dates: 1938-1988 

 1,401 boxes – 1,398.7 cubic feet 

 Records contain information for research about organizations 
as well as individuals 
 Document foreign subversive activities as well as the activities of 

domestic political and social groups 

 Delve into the procedures and techniques of the FBI when 
conducting investigations (electronic surveillance, informants) 

 Many case files focus on Soviet & bloc spy activities, anti-
Semitic groups, Communist affiliates (Cuba and China), racial 
hate groups 

 To narrow the scope of this classification, five more were 
created under the heading of Foreign Counterintelligence: 

 199 – Terrorism; 200 – People’s Republic of China 

 201 – Satellites; 202 – Cuba; 203 – All Other Countries 
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Class 157 – Civil Unrest 

 Record Dates: 1957-1978 

 12,462 boxes; 626.4 cubic feet 

 Established in 1959 to investigate civil disorders and 

demonstrations 

 Cases include records about incidents of civil unrest as well as 

investigations of groups that were thought to be disruptive 

  Session 12                                                                                                                Slide 18 of 47 



FREEDOM OF 

INFORMATION ACT 

(FOIA) 
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Background Check! 

“To ensure an informed 

citizenry, vital to the  

functioning of a democratic 

society, needed to check 

against corruption and to 

hold the governors 

accountable to the 

governed” 

 

 Enacted in 1966  

 Records of the 

Federal Executive 

Branch  

 Twelve subsections 

 Amendments 

Purpose   
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FOIA Amendments 

 

 1974-Narrow the scope of law enforcement 

exemptions 

 1986-Broaden the scope of law enforcement 

records 

 2007-Open Government Act 
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Popular case files released from 

FBI Vault  

Fannie Louie Hamer 

44-HQ-22262, Section 2 

Stokely Carmichael 

100-HQ-446080 
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FOIA REQUEST 

HOW TO SUBMIT A FOIA REQUEST FOR FBI 
RECORDS   Session 12                                                                                                                Slide 23 of 47 



How to submit a FOIA request to 

the FBI (fbi.gov/foia/) 

 1. Written request 

A. Include: 

 1. Contact 

information 

 2. Scope of records 

as “reasonably 

described” 

Waiver Request (if 

applicable) 

 2. Submission 
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How to submit a FOIA request to 

NARA (archives.gov/foia/) 

 Written request 

Contact information 

Records 

Reasonably 

described 

Case file number 

Certificate of Identity 

(if applicable) 
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FOIA: ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCESS 
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NARA Administrative Process 

 20 working days 

 NARA search and triage process 

 Response letters (responsive vs. non-

responsive) 

Case file  

Case queue 

Case review (1st-3rd party review) 

 agency review; NARA discretionary review/release 

 Public access 
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What may you find? 

 Content - What is my history? 

Chronology, subject and document types, 

classifications 

 Exemptions  

 Information withheld  

 Privacy/PII (Personal Identifiable Information) 

 law enforcement-b(6);(7)(a-e) 

 Cross References 

 1. other subjects (organizations/people) 

 2. case file numbers (headquarters and field 

office) 
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Case File Type 

Headquarters File Field Office File 
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Content 

 

SUBJECT CHRONOLOGY 
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Document Types 
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Classifications 

 Classification 31  Classification 44 
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Classifications (cont’d) 

    

Classification 25 Classification 100 
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Classifications (cont’d)  

Classification 105 Classification 157 
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Exemptions 

B(6)/7) (C) - Personal Privacy B(7)(D)-Source Code 
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Cross References 

Subject: 

Elder Lightfoot 

Solomon 

Michaeux 

HQ Case File: 

100-HQ-404896 
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Cross References (cont’d) 

NAME THIS FORM 
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Can you find my great-grandfather? 

Request: 

Investigation 

regarding 

Thomas 

Dixon 

File number: 

Headquarters 

100-258821 
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Thomas Dixon 

Headquarters 

100-258821 
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THE CURRIE HOUSE 

BURNING 

A FAMILY STORY FOUND THROUGH THE 
FOIA PROCESS   Session 12                                                                                                                Slide 40 of 47 



What We Knew 

 Currie Settlement 

 Ellisville, MS 

 Multiple conflicts 

with the KKK in the 

early 1960s 

 Picnic with COFO 

workers 

House burning 

Family portrait – Brewel and Florine 
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Questions That Remained 

 Who? 

 Why? 

 When? 

 What happened? 

Home of Brewel Currie, 
Sr. March, 1965 
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What We Found 

 Who – KKK Ellisville 

Klavern 

 When – Oct 11, 

1965 

 Why – Retaliation 

for COFO incident Home of Brewel Currie, Sr. Oct 12, 1965 

Statement from FBI informant, 157-2438-10 
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What We Found 

 What happened: 

Statements of Billy Roy Pitts (Klan member) and 
Florine Currie about the night of October 11, 1965 
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Afterword 
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QUESTIONS 
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Presenters didn’t 

get to your question? 

You may email us at 

inquire@nara.gov 


