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DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL IN1ELLIGENCE DIRECTIV& NO. 1/13 1 

COORDINATION OF THE COLLECTION 

AND EXPLOITATION OF IMAGE.RY INTEUIGENCE 


IEfleotive lS May l976) 

. J:J.O:Sb 
Pursuant to Section J02 of the N.ational Securitv A:ct of 1947, ExecLlii\:'e Order~ 

an9 National Security Counc:U lntelligence, DirectiveS, a· Committee on lma.g.ery 
Hequiren1enb and ExpJoil3Uon (COM.JR.EX·)' i$ herebr.. eslabli!ihed a!I a ~landing 
Director of Centra.l lnte!lig~11ce Committee. '"·it·h.the fol~o"·ing:-miS$ion and func:tion!l. 2 

1. Mission 
-:.... 

The. missio1_1 of the comnlittce: unde.r ·tlie gener3.1 guidanet: of lhe Direclor of 
Central J~relligence~'is.to adviS:e, a~s_ist· and.. ·ai;·dir:ecied, act for ·th~ Director. in Uie 
discharg.t." of his duties and responsibilities.:set fotth-in NSG[Ds l, 3 and 8 \.\'ith ·respect 
to 'the coUe~t{on. processing a~d expJOitqtiOn .of· im~gery; to .advise t11e JXa.Uonal 
Foreign hileUigence ·Board; to _as-sist jn cOordinatibn ·v.·Hhin the J,ntellig:enct" 
Community the accomplishment Of inrel1igen<;l"':0bjeCtives,eStabUshed hr lbe.Di:rectbr 
tlf ·Centra-J lntellig.ence In accordan.ce -~\;iih,•lii_!> ·priOri(ip; a.nd ·to' J?rOmcile l~~ effective 
ust- of'Comm·unitr imagery collection-e.nQ.;i;-i:J)loft~tiOl'l reSourCe!· and prnducts ~oth al 
!ht" national -and. mililsry ·comman.a;:J(•.vqb..Th·~ -CCl?l.1JJlE:.X :b not· .rt-~pnns1bJe for 
providing ·g.uiCl_ance to.ta¢ti:caJ i'fco_nl!aissaO~ assefs:in.-Qi"reC:f:S\JP.poi't ·of t;·S ·and Allied 
lorce!. · · 

2. Funqtion& 

The Junctions of.the com!1Jittee ·arc: 

.a. To recommen&: to th.e ·Dirf-~tor of Cen~ral lnlelli~erice and coordinate 
policies, ·directives a~c,l .gu'idance fo~ fhe•colJeCtlbn·, proC.t>sSing and exploitation of 
imagery.· 

b, To maintain a·cognizance .cif plans,. progp.'lrns.:a.nd preclit·e~·af nvE"rhead 
reconnaiSsance"· and t_he prOcessitH~: and·.Cxploilatibn Of derived imager:·~ and to 
advist> tht- Director of Cr.ntral intellige·nce of the ri!ponsivCness·to national needs 
for inlelligence .;nf~rml,i.ti'on. or' eXisiing .and potent.fal·!'yStemi;: and ·resources for 
th{" collection and e:-.:pl~it.aticfn of o~·erhe.ad reconriais~nce 'imager~'. 

t'fliis di1rctl\'f' 'uptor•E'd~.DCIO J::13 ~H«lh'c·J').UI}' 196i 
1Fur th(' purf!OSl~ of thll.' direetjvc. lhe·lcrm ''imagf!r~·" im;ludd all.praducb of r:ivcrl.":i.d rrt'tlnnab1ancr 

tha1 ptO\'idc-·u IJli::en~.of any Mt~ral.or mllin-madC·felltun:~. objects :im,i lldlvilie"S. Thh·lmagcrr,,~n Qr 
.:acquired throui;h thl' wuing·of thE' '(Uuol cir.any ciih" ~'t::m~nl·of thc-el,ctrOmai:;n~tfos~i:inS;r;b~~UTI.5ou., 
such :i.1 pt.nchrnmlilic~ Infrared and. roid:ar..\\'.ithiil .lhl' ctinte:s:! cif th~.dir~ti\•c, ima.gery c:lniei ncil jncludr 
1ccurd1 0£ communicatio~. radar iigrl~b or·telemc:lb'. dil.1a.~ha1 du nol repr0Ch1ce lh~ likeness or objl!C1J an 
ph-olus;raphii: mO.leriol '. 

>QYerh·ead.r,connai,tanet- SJX"cillct1:1!~·~.ii'lclUCf~~·denieii ·.o.rea~ ""bidi µn• dr{ihed 01 ;oll luritn~· and 
terrllorUi) .,..alrn ch1imtd b}"Communlifri:i'lion1: B.i:'.~'elfa~;such ather Krt';iJ of priu.rit~· in1dligtnC'f ln1rrcsl 
11,1 n:ia~· be dctenninf:d'b)' thr Dirccior of·Ccn1rnf:l!11.elligence; 
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c. To furmulalt coordinalt'd inlell1j,tt'M("t ~uidancc.- for: 

(J) Th£• programming of im;ig.ery colit:~tion and processing resourc.'l!::io; 

(2) Collection n1ission planning and tasking; 

c I 


Tht- rommiUeE' shall make appropriatf' rt-commendations to ensure thE' validity 
and practicalily of such guidance in t-he lighl of changing national 
circu~!i.!an~s. thf' intelligence objeotiues ;a.nd priOrlties established h)• tht.> DCI. 
ancl cosl effecti\'eneS:s and certain ri:ik considerations.. · 

cl. To monitor.• f\•aluat'e ~nd report ·thf" sta:tus ancl effectiveness of overhead 
reconnais~nce CQ-'_'.$=rage of defined areas and targets and the timeliness of 
exploitation reporting -of such coverage. 

~. To eYaluate: 

(l) Imagery pro.ducts i~ the exploitation effort iri· terms of utility. quality, 
timeli~c:.\s ari.d ·cost. and 

{-Zr Th~ need to change .ei.ther c:ollcctiOn or exploitation guidance 
accordin~Jy. 

f. To coordinate all ·matter~ rel'3ting to the e\·aluation. rE'vision, 
implementation and execution of tht> National Tasking ·Plan~ and, ~s 
appropriate, to maintain ·cognizance of -olher polici~ and plaJ), relating to 
irnc:agery exploitation. 

g. To examine current ilnd planned overhead reconnaissance imagery 
collection systems and make recommen.dations, as appropriate, v..·ith respect to 
imagery ei:ploit::i.tion requirements, techniques· and information handling 
cap:.i.bilities, including any specific needs for oveneas P.rocessing of·such image0· 
for national- _purposes. 

h. To providC: thi!! e£fective irlterface of research and development on imagery 
processing and interpretation equipment "·ith projected eJtploitation actlvit-ies at 
the- ·national and departmen·tal level!.: and to pro\'ide a focal point for the 
expeditious e:ii;change of information in the interest of ensuring coordinated 
equipment procurement progrums. 

i. To ma~r recommendations.. ad\'ise on and develop the pcor-edure:< 
governing lht: utilization of the products from overhead·im.agcry recoqnai$Sance 
to include: 

(I) Dissemination; 

(2) Special security controls; 

(3} Provisions £or use outsi~e special controls; and 

(4) The release or- disclosure of such imager.y or derived information to be 
made to forei!:?n gove.mment~ or inlernatibnal organizations in which the US 
Government parti~ipates. 

2 
SECRET 



sae~ET. 
NOF(>R:\·· · 

3.. Gorrinn.r~ity rc>spo~bilitie:. 

U.pori -r~quesl" of, the .·c'ominit.tce~~~a:irri'l~n. I'nteliigenre-C"..O.mm~nit.y or{!.'.aniia.tions 
sha11 furnish. to .the ·commft(eC· '°'~ithlti t?stablished .sCCuri.t~; ,sa'.f~gq~ri;is pa.2tiCl,JJBr 
informoiti.On' or m3teri~1s:.n·eeOed.'.~)1 ·.the ;~_mrliittee arid:.pezti~cnt ·t~- its fu·nctiCins. 

4.. Composition_,· orga!1i~ifp~ :anii' tµ}cs;·bf piOcedu.re 

a.· ·The.Compositiod, -~~gariiZ3lion;;(n~: rQ)es cif proccOµr.~·of: the. C0.M J.REX a~e 
those sl'ated i.n··DCiD.-!/.3.· 

h. ·.T~c ·Ch~irn1an ~of: CQ.MI,REx... ,as .necessary, shaU ~all:. ~Pon· Jnte·IJig~n~ 
CommUrlit}'. organi·z.iitio·ns· E-ngaged·;in· frriagery re.ronnaissa,nce or exploitafion 
·untlCr the jlurvfe\\' of ibis dfrec;d.ve:lo:pro:vide.consultan~s.tn:asSis·t the comµiillec . 

.. . 

. GeO.rge Blish . 
·Dii"ec:t?r of=CentraJ lnt~·ltfgence 
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