
“Ohio—the Mother of  Presidents”
May 21, 1912

In 1912, former President Theodore 

Roosevelt returned to challenge the 

unpopular incumbent President 

William Howard Taft for the 

Republican nomination. This cartoon 

illustrates the critical Ohio primary 

with Taft tugging on one arm of 

“mother” Ohio—his birth place and 

home of the most Presidents. 

Roosevelt is shown tugging on her 

other arm, hoping to steal her away. 

Roosevelt handily won the Ohio 

primary but ultimately lost the 

Republican Party nomination to Taft. 

Roosevelt went on to run in the 

general election as the nominee of 

the newly formed Bull Moose Party.  
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