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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

THE NATIONAL .A.ncHIVEs, 
Washington, D. 0 ., November 15, 1997. 

To the Oongreas of the United States: 
In compliance with the provision of section 9 of the National 

Archives Act, approved June 19, 1934 (48 Stat. 1122-1124), I have 
the honor to submit the third annual report of the Archivist of the 
United States, covering the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937. 

Respectfully, 
R. D. W. CoNNOR, Archivist. 
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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 

OF THE UNITED STATES 


The National .Archives Act requires the A rchivist of the United 
States to make to Congress, at the beginning of each regular session, 
a report for the preceding fiscal year as to the work of The National 
Archives, including "a detailed statement of all accessions and of all 
receipts and expenditures on account of the said establishment ." 

In compliance with this provision of the law, this report is sub­
mitted for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937. I t shows a marked 
expansion of the work of The National Archives over the preceding 
fiscal year. Several factors contributed to this result. The year 
covered wns the first full fiscal year during which the staff of The 
National .Archives l1ns occupied offices and had the use of some of the 
stack areas in the National .Archives Building. The construction of 
the building was completed, considerable progress was made in the 
installation of stack equipment, and the organization of offices and 
divisions, as originally planned, wns completed, except for such addi­
tional Divisions of Department Archives ns will be set up only as 
future accessions make them necessary. Moreover, as the purposes 
and operations of The National Archives became better understood, 
other agencies of the Government, as well as private investigators, 
made more extended use of its facilities and services. 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES BUILDING 

The building.-The year was marked by the completion of the 
construction, but not of the equipment, of the National .Archives 
Building. It may be well, tl1erefore, at this point, to note t he major 
steps that led up to this consummation. In 1800, 1801, 1833, and 
at other times, fires in public buildings in Washington destroyed 
valuable records of the United States Government. Following a. 
destructive fire in the building occupied by the Department of the 
Interior, September 24, 1877, President Hayes, in a special message 
to Congress, December 10, 1877, called attention to the " pecuniary 
value" and "historical importance" of tlle archives of the Govern­
ment and recommended the erection of a fireproof building "for 
securing these valuable archives" from destruction or damage by 
fire. A half-century of discussion of the problem, both within and 
without the balls of Congress, followed before the Sixty-ninth Con­

1 



2 THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF .ARCHIVIST 

gress, in 1926, authorized an expenditure of $6,900,000, afterwards 
increased to $8,750,000, for the erection of a National Archives 
Building. The architect's plans provided for the construction of the 
building in two sections. The first or outer section, designated by 
the architect as the "original building" to distinguish it £rom the 
second or inner section, is rectangular in form, its four sides facing 
on Constitution Avenue, Ninth Street, Pennsylvania Avenue, and 
Seventh Street. It is built around the second section, which is a 
semicircular inner court, designated by the architect as the "ex­
tension." On October 15, 1935, the Archivist was notified that 'the 
"original building" was ready for "occupation and operation." He 
accordingly occupied it on November 8. In the meantime, September 
27, 1934, the Administrator of the Public Works Administration hacl 
allotted to the Public Works Branch of the Treasury Department 
the sum of $3,610,000 for the completion of the "extension." The 
contract was let on December 11, 1935, the work was completed on 
February 19, 1937, and the structure was accepted by the Government 
on June 22---60 years after the movement for a hall of records was 
launched by President Hayes. 

Equipment.-Although offices in the building were occupied by the 
staff of The National Archives on November 8, 19351 it was not until 
May 16, 1936, that any stack area was ready for use. On that date 
the equipment of 4 stack areas, containing 192,288 cubic feet of docu­
ment area, was completed. Just before tl1e close of the fiscal year 
1935- 36, a contract wns let :for the equipment of additional stack areas 
containing 560,459 cubic feet of document area, of which 488,190 
cubic :feet were to be ready for use during the fiscal year 1936-37. 
This expectation, however, was not realized, and by June 30, 1937, 
areas containing only 80,144 cubic :feet of document area had been 
equipped under this contract. Thus at the close of the fiscal year 
covered by this report, equipped stuck areas containing 272,432 cubic 
feet o:f document area were available for use. 

In the meantime, contracts had been let for the partial equipment 
of the remaining stnck areas in the original building, containing 
160,916 cubic :feet of document area, and for the partial equipment 
of all stack areas in the extension, containing 1,120,049 cubic feet 
of document area. When the building is fully equipped, there will 
be available a total of 2,033,712 cubic feet of document area. 

The installation of certain other equipment should be noted also. 
A manual fire-alarm system and watchman stations were put into 
operation throughout the original building. All areas in which rec· 
ords are filed were equipped also with the nero system as a further 
protection against fire and with an automatic burglar-alarm system, 
but neither was put into operation during the fiscal year. The in­
stallation of card catalog trays in the central search room and of 
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opera chairs in the auditorium completed the equipment of those 
two areas, and both were put into use. 

lllurah.-In 1934 Barry Faulkner was commissioned to paint two 
murals for the Exhibition Hall. Installation was begun on October 
1, 1936; and the murals, having been approved by ~he Commission 
of Fine Arts, were formally accepted on December S, 1936. The 
subjects are "The Declaration of Independence" and "The Consti­
tution of the United States." The "De<;laration", which is on the 
left, or northwest wall , represents Thomas Jefferson and the other 
members of his committee to draft a declaration-Benjamin Frank­
lin, John Adams, Roger Sherman, and Robert R. Livingston-report­
ing the Declaration of Independence to John Hancock, President of 
the Continental Congress. The "Constitution", which is on the right, 
or northeast wall, portrays James Madison submitting the final draft 
of the Constitution to 'Vnshington, President of the Convention. 
Twenty-eight figures appear in the "Declarat ion" and twenty-five in 
the "Constitution." The portraiture is faithfully based on authent ic 
pictures or busts. 

ORGANIZATION AND PERSONNEL 

During the year the following divisions were org anized and began 
operations : 

iUape and Oharts.-,V. L. G. Joerg, Chief; qualified March 31, 
1937. 

Justice Dep artment Aro!Livea.-Frnnk D. McAlister, Chief; quali­
fied May 16, 1937. 

P rinting and Binding.-Harry M. Forker, Chief ; qualified October 
16, 1936. 

In accordance with the original plan of organization as described 
in the Firat Annual R eport of the Archivist (p. 17-18) , the desig­
nations of the Divisions hitherto called Department Archives, No. 1, 
and Department Archives, No. 2, were changed to Commerce Depart­
ment Archives and State Department Archives, respectively. 

At the beginning of the fiscal year 1937, 175 persons were employed 
in The National Archives. During the year, there were 87 new ap ­
pointments and 13 separations; the net increase, therefore, was 74. 
The number employed as of June 30, 1937, was 249. 

DOCUMENTARY HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

The first attempts to set up ttn organization and plan the work of 
The National Archives made it apparent that a comprehensive knowl­
edge of the developments that led to its establishment was essential to 
an intelligent approach to these tasks. One of the first projects 
authorized by the Archivist, therefore, was the making of as com­
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pletc a collection ns possible of tl1e documentary material relating to 
the care and preservation of the official records of the United States 
Government. That project has now been completed. Whenever 1•os. 
sible original issues were obtained; when this was not possibltJ, phot.o· 
stats, photographs, or typed copies were made. 

The earliest document in the collection records tl1e action of the 
First Continental Congress, 1774, in choosing a secretary to keep a. 
journal of its proceedings and to be custodian of its official papers; 
the lntest is the act of the Seventy.third Congress, 1934, establishing 
The National Archives of the United States. Between tl1ese two docu· 
ments, scpnrated by an interval of 160 years, are statutes relnting to 
the custody, preserYiltion, and disposition of official records; mes· 
sages of Presidents and reports of Cabinet officers and other Govern­
ment officials urging Congress to authorize the erection of a fireproof 
building for the protection of Government archives; reports on tires 
in Government buildings, which record the destruction of many valu· 
able records; copies of all bills for the erection of an archives budding 
which were introduced in Congress, together with comm:ittee hearings, 
reports, and debates on them; plans for such a building submitted hy 
architects from time to time; and newspaper and magazine artides, 
public addresses, and petitions and memorials from learned and patri­
otic societies urging action by Congress. These documents have been 
mounted, filed in 20 large looseleaf binders, and indexed. 

WHAT ARE ARCHIVES? 

The National Archives Act authorizes the Archivist of the United 
States to inspect tho arcl1ives or records of n.ny agency of the United 
States Government whatsoever and wheresoever located and to requisi­
tion for transfer to The National Archives such archives or records 
as the National Archives Council shall approve for transfer. 

In considering the problems involved in these functions it is well 
to l(eep in mind certain pertinent facts. In the first plnce, 'Vhat nre 
archives? It appears to be difficult to formulate a definition of the 
tenn that will be universally acceptable. An eminent Br1ti:>h archi­
vist, after defining n. document "as covering :for our purpose manu· 
script, typescript, and printed matter, with any other material evi· 
donee which forms part of it or is annexed to it", offers the following 
definition: 

A document which may be said to belong to the class of Archives Is one which 
tccu draton up or used ln. tllO course of nn admlni~trativo or c:ccc"tlvo tranaao­
tlon ( tollctlwr pttblio or prh,atc) of toMc1' Itself formed a part i a11d BttbBcqucntlJI 
preserved in tlteir otcm. custody for tlloir otcm information bg tho peraon or 
persona re8pOt~Bfblo tor that tran11aclion and t11cir legitimate succo88ors.' 

• Hilary Jenkinson, A Manual of Archive Admf11.fBtratfon (rev. ed., London, 

1037), 11. 
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The following definition, drafted by o. distinguished American his· 
torian who has had a long and varied experience with both American 
and European archives points out clearly the distinction between 
"archives" and "historical manuscripts": 

Strictly speaking, archives nrc public documcnts--pat·chtmmts, papers, jour· 
nals, ledgers, and entry books-that haYc accunmlntcd In the course of the or· 
dluary nod extraordinary business of 11 go¥crnmcnt und contuln u record of 
its legal null admlnlstrntlvc activity. They dl1rer from bl~ttot·lcal manuscripts 
in thnt t11cy nrc not n muss of papers nnd pnrchments fortuitously gathered 
nml arranged with rcgartl only for their toplcnl nnd chronological Importance. 
Although mnny documents In public libraries and private hands nrc In renllty 
public records, because they were originally drawn up or written for public 
purposes In connection with the work of some public official, board, or dcpnrt· 
ment, they arc not archives, because they hnve got separated from the depart· 
mental collection to which they belong nod nrc no longer In official custody. 
Arcbh•es proper nrc go\·eromcntnl documents only, preserved in official hands. 
and arranged In the order and according to the con<lltlons of their origin. All 
archives are historical manuscripts, but not all historical manuscripts are 
archi'res.• 

WHAT RECORDS SHOULD BE PRESERVED? 

The characteristics of documents which properly class them ns 
archival determine the scope of tl1c functions of the archival agency 
of any particular government or other institution. The N ationnl 
Archives of the United States, for instance, is concerned with the 
archives of the Government of the United States. It does not acces· 
sion records from any other source, nor does it collect historical man· 
uscripts. Its accessions are made only from agencies of the Gov· 
ernment of the United States, and, in determining what records it 
should accession and preserve, its prim.ary consideration is their value 
to the Government. Any other consideration is secondary and in· 
cidental. To his definition of archiYes quoted above, :Mr. Jenkinson 
udds a corollary which no archivist should ever forget: "Archives 
were not drawn up in the interest or for the information of Pos· 
terity.'' 

This point has not always been clearly understood. It has been 
recently said, for instance, that The National Archives should pre· 
eerve only "a few rare documents, such as thtl Constitution, Declara· 
tion of Independence, treaties, proclamations of outstanding interest, 
and so forth." This conception of the functions of an archival 
establishment arises from confusing archives with historical manu­
scripts and the purposes and functions of nn archival establishment 
with those of a historical society or museum. Such documents as 

• Cbnrles 1\1. Andrews, "Arcblves", In American Blstoricnl Association, An· 
n1lal Beport, 1018, vol. 1, p. 262. Tbis nrtlcle was written as chapter 1 of ll 
proposed "Primer of Arcblvnl Economy" to be prepared under the auspices of 
the Publie Archives Commission of the Amerlcnn Historical Assoclntlon. 

\ ~ 
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those mentioned should, of course, be preserved, but they will neces­
sarily always form but a very small proportion of the archives of a. 
government. Despite its inestimable sentimental value to the .Amer­
ican people, the Emancipation Proclamation, for instance, has far 
less administrative value than t11ousnnds of records made daily by 
obscure clerks in the course of the regular business operations of the 
Government. The same thing may be said of their comparative 
value to the private investigator. 

Although archival documents are not drawn up for the infonna­
tion of posterity, nevertheless posterity does have a perfectly legiti­
mate interest in them. It is scarcely necessary to point out that for 
scholars and other private investigators they are invaluable sources 
of information. But what documents are "really valuable" to them 1 
Are scl1olars concerned only with those rare records that are com­
monly thought of as "historical documents"~ The following answer 
to this question was given by Mr. Morris A. Copeland, Executive 
Secretary of the Central Statistical Board, in a paper entitled "The 
Significance of Archives to the Economist and Sociologist", which 
he read at the annual meeting of the Society of American Archivists 
held in Washington, June 18, 1937: 

My Interest in your work is that of n consumer of the services you perform, 
a user of your archives. 1\Iy position fs somewhat analogous to that of one who 
might appear before the American Medical .Association to express the point of 
view of a typical pnUcnt, or before tltc Amerlcnn Bar Association to express the 
viewpoint of a typical client.. • . 

In characterizing further the interest of (!{!Onomlsts nnd sociologists fn the 
sort of materials that mny he preserved ln the nation's nrcblvcs, It will be con­
\'cnlcnt to contrast two principles of evaluation, either of wblcb might be 
applied in determining whether to preserve n given document or a given set 
of materials. . • • On the one hand, I suggest that there may be a dlsposltlon 
to preserve materials because they arc unique. Such a crltcrlon would lend to 
the preservation of the nctunl letters penned by tbc band of Abraham Lincoln. 
On the other hand, materials may be considered valuable for preservation in 
the nation's archives somewhat in direct proportion ns they are common· 
place.••• 

The principle of commonplaceness ls one which I think more largely cbnr­
ncterlzes the interest of the economlst and the sociologist. They are con· 
cerned with discovering whnt ls typical of our society ••. [and] nrc interested 
In nny mntcrlnls which record Important facts aoout the condition, structure. 
or function of our society...• 

. • . Thus economists nrc Interested In the accounts, pnyrolls, correspondence, 
vouchers, office orclcrs and memos, operating reports, etc., of business enter­
prises. Tbc corresponding 1lles of government units ... nrc similarly of 
interest. . . • All these nrc of value because of the commonplace facts tltnt 
they record, nncl because grcnt numbers of records of such commonplncc facts 
nre com·enlently assembled in groups and put upon n more or less com· 
pnrnblc basts.• 

• Society of American .Arcbl\'lsts, Proceedings, 1036-3i, p. 47, 48. 
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Historians and political scientists will doubtless accept these views 
as representing their interests no less than those of economists and 
sociologists. In detennining, therefore, what records should be pre­
served, there is no conflict between the interests of the government 
and the interests of private investigators. Although a small pro­
portion of a government's archives may have little or no sentimental 
or scientific value to the latter, they must be preserved us long as they 
have potential administrative value to the former. A vast majority 
of them, on the other hand, have definite value to both, although their 
use by private investigators is permissible only when it does not 
conflict with the interests of the government. 

OPERATIONS 

Preliminary survey.-Tho Government of the United States has 
been functioning under the Constitution for 150 years, and during 
that time it has necessarily accumulated an immense volume of rec­
ords of inestimable value to the Government and to the American 
people. In them, to quote the Honorable Cordell Hull, Chairman 
of the National Archives Council, is revealed "the endless drama of 
the history of the Government of the United States in the great 
attempt to establish a. working democracy in n vast country." Un­
fortunately, the Government has not always been greatly concerned 
with the proper care of its archives. As a consequence, valuable 
Government records nrc, and have been for years, scattered through­
out the city of Washington and the rest of the country wherever stor­
age space could be found for them. Great volumes of them u.re in 
depositories that are utterly unsuitable for the purposes for which 
they nrc used. 

It was to t•emedy these conditions that Congress established The 
National Archives of tho United States. At the beginning of its 
existence, The National Archives was faced with a. difficult situation. 
It had to deal with the accumulated records of 150 years I At that 
time no adequate survey of these records had ever been ronde and the 
available information concerning the location of their depositories, 
their storage conditions, their state of preservation, their total vol­
ume, and the volume of them that should be transferred to The N a­
tiona} Archives was too vague and inaccurate to serve as a basis for 
a program of transfer . 

It was necessary to obtain more definite information as quickly 
as possible. Accordingly, a survey of the depositories in the District 
of Columbia was begun in May 1935 and was continued throughout 
the fiscal years 1935-36 and 1936-37. By June 30, 1937, surveys of 
the depositories of 8 executive departments, both Houses of Congress, 
the Supreme Court, and 50 independent establishments had been 
completed. They covered 5,659 depositories in the District of Colum­
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bin., containing 2,601,020 cubic feet of paper records, 17,151,529 feet 
of motion-picture films, 2,345,998 still-picture negatives, and 5,343 
sound recordings. More than a third of this material was found to 
he exposed to danger from fire; nearly hn.l£ to damage from dust, 
grit, and filth; and smaller proportions to damage from rain, ex­
cessive sunlight, theft, mold, vermin, and other hazards. In many 
mses access to the records was difficult. Approximately half of them 
were found to have such impediments to ready use as inaccessibility, 
poor lighting, lack of ventilation, inadequate equipment, and dis­
orderly arrangement. Mnny are so badly worn by constant use or 
so weakened from age or other causes that they cannot be used with­
out danger of further damage. 

These conditions have to be considered in formulating any logical 
schedule of transfer. Basing their conclusion chiefly on the condi­
tions described above, the deputy examiners who conducted the sur­
veys estimate that, of the 2,601,020 cubic feet of records which they 
surveyed, 1,080,548 cubic feet or 45.3 percent should be considered for 
transfer to The National Archives. Of this total they suggest that 
8.8 percent should be transferred "immediately", 19.4 percent "as soon 
as possible", and 17.1 percent "at the convenience of The National Ar­
chives." These estimates are undoubtedly in excess of the volume 
which the various departments and other agencies would be disposed 
to recommend for transfer, since they must consider, in addition to 
other factors, the current activity of the records concerned. There 
are, however, numerous cases in which valuable records are in such 
imminent dn.nger of irreparable damage under present conditions 
that in considering the question of their transfer to The National 
Archives even cun·ent use might very well be regarded as secondary 
to preservation. 

lVPA Survey of Federal A·rchive8.-The survey of the archives of 
the Government outside the District of Columbia, which was begun in 
January 1936 by the Survey of Federal Arcl1ives, Federal Project 
No.4 of the Works Progress Administration, with The National Ar­
chives as cooperating sponsor, was continued throughout the fiscal 
year 1936-87. During this year 582,819 series of records, comprising 
2,794,670 linear feet, were surveyed. They were found in 17,814 
buildings in the 48 States and the Virgin Islands. By June 30, 1937, 
except for the records of most of the small post offices and certain 
other small agencies which it wns impracticable to survey, the work 
of surveying had been completed in most of the States. Under the 
direction of an administrative and editorial office in Washington, 
considerable progress had be;n made in compiling information for 
the final reports, summarizing the findings of the Survey, and pre­
paring o. descriptive inventory of Federal archives outside the Dis­
trict of Columbia. In preliminary form, subject to editorial revision 
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in the Washington office, approximately one-fourth of tlus inventory 
hnd been typed nnd forwarded to 'Vashington. The report of the 
National Director of the Survey for the fiscal yenr ending June 30, 
1937, is printed as appendix V of this 'report. 

Useless papers.-A considerable volume of the accumulations cov­
ered by these surveys is composed of materials that may be classed as 
useless. They present a serious and difficult problem. It is import­
nut, on the one hand, that valuable space in Government buildings, 
whether owned or rented, be not unnecessarily cluttered up with vast 
quantities of useless papers; it is even more important, on the other 
hand, that every precaution be tnken to prevent the destruction of 
valuable public records. No official or agency of the Government, 
therefore, can legally destroy or otherwise dispose of public records 
except in the manner prescribed by law. The National Archives Act 
prescribes the procedure that must be followed. It requires the 
Archivist to submit annually to Congress, with the approval of the 
National Archives Council, "a list or descript ion of the papers, docu­
ments, and so forth (among the archives and records of the Govern­
ment), which appear to have no permanent vnlue or historical in­
terest, and which, with the concurrence of the Government agency 
concerned, and subject to the approval of Congress, shall be de­
stroyed or otherwise effectively disposed of." It therefore becomes 
the duty of the Archivist to have all papers reported for disposal by 
any Government agency carefully examined and appraised. They 
must be considered from at least three points of view: (1) Their 
value to the agency reporting them; (2) their value to other Govern­
ment agencies; ( 3) their historical interest. 

This work constitutes one of the major functions of The National 
Archives, and experience has demonstrated that it must be done with 
the utmost care. In some cases, agencies have reported to the Archi­

1 ''ist for disposal records which they l1ave subsequentJ y withdrawn 
because the records wero found to be of value for administrative tmr­
poses. In other cases records have been withdrawn, either by the 
agency which submitted them or by the Archivist, at the request of 
other agencies which found them useful in their work. Numerous 
series of records have been withheld by the Archivist (406 in 1935-36; 
202 in 1936-37) because they appeared to him to have historical in­
terest. In a few cases the attention of Congress has been called to , 	 certain papers reported for destruction which, although of no further 
value to the Government of the United States, appeared t o have pos­
sible interest for State or local historical purposes. It was thought 
that in these caSP.s Con&rress might very well authorize the disposal of 
such records by transfer, upon application, to interested local or State 
historical societies, colleges, or universities. 

!!5118-37-2 
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Reports received from agencies during the fiscal year 1936-37 sho'\'t 
a consiuern.ble incre11se in the volume of records proposed for disposal 
over that of the preceding fiscal year. In 1935-36, 18 ngt'ncie:i re­
ported to the Archivist 9,178 items; in 1936-37, 22 agencies reported 
27,873 items. Of the items reported in 1936-37,23,983 were in dep•'Si­
tories outside the District of Columbia. 

Accessions.-Accessions are mnde by the Archivist in accordance 
with regulations established by the Nu.tionnl Archives Council. 'fhe 
regulations now in force were adopted on February 10, 1936, and are 
printed as appendix II of this report. Under these regulations, tlu~ 
l1ead of the agency recommending the transfer of records in its custody 
must furnish the Archivist with "a descriptive list of such art.hi,•eo; or 
records", whicl1 thereupon become subject to requisition by tl11.• Archi­
vist. To his requisition the Archivist is required to attach an identi­
fication inventory of the material to be accessioned. "When tlus 
identification inventory hns been agreed to and signed by representa­
tives of the agency concerned and of the Archivist, the records cov­
ered by it are delivered into the custody of tl1e Archivist. 

During the fiscal year 1936-37, 74 accessions were made. 111ey 
include the records of the United States Senate through the Seventieth 
Congress with certain exceptions, and transfers from the State, Tt·cas­
ury, 'Vnr, Justice, Post Office, Navy, Interior, Agriculture, and Com­
merce Departments, from 10 independent agencies, and from the Dis­
trict Court of the United States for the District of Columbin. 

Transfers received at the National Archives Building are deliv­
ered at a receiving room where they are checked with the shipping 
receipts and retained until they can be sent to the stacks. 
Often records must be held in the receiving room for several weeks, 
during which time they must be so disposed that they may be avail­
able for such use as may be required. During the fiscal year 1936-37, 
525 deliveries, comprising 33,876 linear feet of records from 97 
different depositories, were handled in the receiving room. 

Tho volume of ull accessions of archival materials made during 
the fiscal year covered by ihis report and the sources from which 
they were drawn are sl10wn in the following table: 
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8tati81lcalllummaf'll of accCIIllona 

Sources Linear Coet I Cubic Ceet 

United States Senate • • 
Department of State •.•• 
Department of the Treasury . 
Department of War ..• 
Department of Justice . • 
Post Office Department • 
Department of the Navy •• 
Department of the Interior 
Department of Agriculture • 
Department of Commerce • 
Civil Service Commission • 
Prea,idcnt's Commission on Economy and ~fficiency1 191G­

13 .•••••.••••• • •••.••••••• 
United States Railroad Administration . . . • • . . • 
Committee on the Con~rvation and Administration of the 

Public D.omain, 193G-31 . • • • • • 
Emergency Conservation Work . • • • 
Federu.l Deposit Insurance Corporation 
N atfonal Emergency Council • • 
Federal Hou~ing Administration • 
Nationnl Labor Relations Board ••• 
Social Security Board . . . . • . . • • • 
District Court or the United States for the District of Colum­

bia •••••••••.• 
Additions to previous accessions 

Total . . . . . . • . • • . • •. 

6,512 
479 

5, 716 
16 

1,363 
1, 302 

838 
2,697 
2,044 
9, 244 

5!)0 

123 
1,910 

8 
45 

100 
262 

19 
123 

5 

519 
222 

3,59,1 
571 

3,558 
11 

884 
636 
770 

I, 941 
1, 1!)8 

13,038 
366 

123 
2,439 

6 
72 
90 

213 
10 

ll6 
3 

160 
115 

34, 137 I 29, 911 

At the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1936, as shmvn in the 
Second Annual Report of the Archivist (p. 13), the volume of rec­
ords wluch had been transferred to The National Archives was 192,~ 
514 linear feet, or 58,794 cubic feet. The total volume in the custody 
of the Archivist as of June 30, 1937, therefore, was 22G,651linear feet, 
or 88,705 cubic feet. 

It is realized, of course, tl1at these statistics of volume reveal noth­
ing as to the value of tl1e material either to the Government or to 
scholars. Descriptions and appraisals will be found in a "Guide to 
the Material in The National Archives, June 30, 1937", which is 
printed ns appendix VI of this report. 

Oleaning and repairing.-Thc surveys already discussed have dis­
closed the fact that most of the record depositories used by the Gov­
ernment are infested with various kinds of insects, vermin, and other 
agents destructive to paper. It is important, of course, to prevent 
such conditions from developing in the National Archives Building, 
and this wns one of the major considerations in designing the filing 
equipment used by The National Archives. But no equipment is of 
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itself sufficient to assure complete immunity. All paper records re­
ceived at the building, therefore, are fumign.ted and cleaned before 
they are sent to the stacks. The equipment and methods used enable 
this work to be done not only effectively and safely but also on a large 
scale. During the fiscal year covered by this report, 35,673 units, 
ranging in size from a single volume to boxes weighing 1,200 pounds, 
were fumigated nnd approximately 45,000,000 loose documents and 
30,4''{!) bound volumes were thoroughly cleaned. 

Experience has demonstrated that folding documents for filing, 
formerly practiced by all Government agencies and still by a few, 
subjects them to unnecessary wear and tear. The National Archives, 
therefore, has adopted the practice of flat filing. The magnitude of 
the task of unfolding and flattening all folded documents is indi­
cated by the fact that, although by the methods adopted by The N a­
tiona} Archives the daily output per worker has been increased from 
500 to between 1,500 and 2,500 sheets, depending upon the quality 
and condition of the paper, there are still in the custody of The Na.. 
tionu.l Archives millions of documents that have yet to be so treated. 

Fragile and damaged papers are reinforced or repaired by lamina­
tion under heat and pressure between sheets of cellulose acetate foil. 
Perhaps, as has been said, archivists trained in older methods may 
"shake a conservative bend over the ultra-modern methods" of The 
National Archives; less conservative heads will recall, however, that 
oll other methods of repair were also once "ultra-modern" anu may 
well question whether, before they were adopted, any of them were 
subjected to such thorough tests as the one under suspicion. The 
method adopted by The National Archives was developed, thoroughly 
tested, and approved by the National Bureau of Stnndttrds; it re­
quires no adhesive; and it is cheaper and far more productive than 
any other known metl10d. Tests show that a document treated by 
this method may be cleaned with soap and water, is practically im­
pervious to gases, and will be relatively unaffected by the normal 
processes of deterioration. Moreover, the question having been raised 
as to the effect of lamination upon the photographic reproduction of 
cl1nrred paper, tests were made by The National Archives involving 
determinations on the penetration of laminated material by infrarecl 
rays. These tests proved conclusively that lamination not oniy does 
not interfere with the process but actually increases the legibility of 
the final product. 
It should be emphasized, however, that unless the various operations 

involved in the rehabilitation of documents by modern methods are 
properly performed they may be injurious to the papers treated. 
They s1tould, of course, be performed only under the supervision of 
someone equipped with the requisite technical knowledge of the com­
position of paper, inks, gases, and repair materials and of the effect 
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of the application of moisture, heat, and pressure upon different kinds 
of paper and ink. 

Firuil arroogement in stack sectio7UJ.-After tltey have been fumi­
gated and cleaned, the records are sent to the appropriate stack sec­
tions. A standard stack section in the National Archives Building 
has a storage capacity of 38,875 cubic feet of records. The building 
is so designed that the operation of each stack section requires a sepa· 
rate and distinct personnel. In arranging records in their place of 
final deposit the governing principle is that of respect des fonds, or the 
principle of provenance. The following statement is a clear exposi­
tion of this principle: 

In a mojorlty of cnses an official document is but one of a series intimately 
bound up wltb t11e work of some particular office or department. This connec· 
tlon should be preserved with the utmost cnrc, wherever It exists ln sufficiently 
tangible form. Generally the place of the document In the routine of the office 
must be known in order that its true chnructcr may be understood. The impor­
tance of the connection wlll inevitably Ynry wlth indiddual documents. In 
some cases It Is n comparatively negligible mutter, nnd the vnlue of the document 
for historical purposes depends only in sllght degree upon its official origin; ln 
others, however, and these by far the greater number, a document can only be 
rightly interpreted when a thorough comprehension hns been acquired of the 
circumstances under which It wns drawn up und of the part which it hns played 
In the official routine. To remove It from Us place in the original series, and so 
to destroy Its external afl.SOClntions, is as serious nn otrcnsc in the arrangement of 
archives ns Is the disregard of the surroundings of n fragment or rcllc In 
osteology or archaeology. Furthermore, the scattering of the records of n gov­
ernmental office or department renders It difficult, it not impossible, to recon· 
struct that department's history, nnd to determine Us relations to other depart­
ments in the same go\·crnmcut. The official records of a country nrc the material 
out of which the con stltutlonul history of n country must be written; and to 
disintegrate the one Is to hnpnlr t11e power of the historian to reconstruct the 
other.• 

Supervision and aaministration.-At the close of the fiscal year 
1936-37, three stack sections were in operation. These were assigned 
to the Divisions of State Department Archives, Justice Department 
Archives, and Commerce Department Archives. Each of tl1ese Divi­
sions, however, has temporarily in its custody other records than those 
of its particular Department, but such records will be transferred for 
final custody to appropriate divisions as they are set up. 

Each division has the custodial responsibility for the records in its 
stack section. It transfers them from their original containers and 
arranges them in the equipment of The National Archives, maintain­
ing, as far as possible, their former arrangement in the office of 
origin. It inspects them frequently and reports those that need to 
be cleaned, repaired, or reinforced. It operates the protective sys· 
terns against fire and theft. It keeps accurate records of all material 

• Charles M. Andrews, "Archives", In American Historical Association, Annual 
Report, 1013, vol. 1, p. 203. 
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withdrawn from and returned to its custody. As soon as po::,:,tbl& 
after it receives a collection, it prepares and furnishes to the Office· 
of Publications and to the Divisions of Classification, Cataloging, 
and Reference a preliminary report summarizing the contents of 
the collection to serve as a temporary finding medium. It services. 
the records in its custody upon requisition of the Division of Refer­
ence and must be prepared to furnish information concerning them 
that may be required by investigators. The efficient performance of 
these duties requires that stack assistants not only have a detailed 
knowledge of the records, but also be familiar with the organization 
and functions of the agencies that produced them. 

Mapa and charta.-Among the archives of the Government are 
thousands of maps and geographical charts that fall within th& 
classes of material subject to transfer to The National Archives. 
Maps and charts present problems differing in many respects from 
those presented by other types of records. Their varying size makes 
necessary different filing equipment and different methods of repair 
and reinforcement. Scientific knowledge is required for o. correct 
understanding and use of them. The services of a technically 
trained stn.ff, therefore, are necessary not only to administer the 
collection, but also to give aid and counsel to searchers. For theso 
rensons maps and charts are placed under the supervision of a dis­
tinct division and are filed in a stack section equipped especially for 
them. The problem of coordinating related maps and records is 
solved by means of cataloging, and a procedure for servicing this 
material has been developed. The data relating to maps and charts 
contained in the reports of the surveys already discussed have been 
analyzed and coordinated, and valuable contacts have been made with 
the numerous map-making agencies of the Government. 

Owing to delays in the installation of the necessary equipment, the 
volume of maps, charts, and atlases accessioned and segregated by 
June 30, 1937, was small, but among them are many that are of 
great scientific and historical importance. The number of items of 
different sorts in the map collection, and the sources from which they 
were received are indicated in the following table: 

Printed Duplicates AtlasesMs. maps Bour0011 maps 

United States Senate . • • . • • . . • . 
Department of Agriculture (Bureau of 

Public Roads) • . . • • • • . • . . • 
Department of Commerce (Coast and Gco­

dctic Survey) . . . . . . . . . . . . 
United Sta.tes Food Administration . . . 
Committee on the Conservation and Admin­

istratlon of the Public Domain • • • • • 

Tota.l . • . • • • • • • • • • . • 

I, 019 49153 578 

368 180.... 
14 ~
19 
 . . . 
. . . . 
.. . . 102 97 2 

3 . . . 26 5 

1, 506 52779179 -
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Motion pictures and sownd recordings.-Motion pictures and sound 
recordings also present peculiar problems of their own. So far as 
The National Archives is concerned, one of these problems arises from 
the fact that certain classes of motion pictures and sound recordings 
may be accessioned from private sources as well as from agencies of 
the Government. More important is the fact that such records, 
whether public or private, difier in mnny respects, which it is not nec­
essary to enumerate, from other kinds of records and, therefore, re­
quire difierent methods and equipment for storage, preservation, 
and use. 

These problems have been given careful consideration. Perhaps 
the most pressing of them was the problem of fire control, a solution 
of which was necessary for the protection hoth of the films and of 
other records in the National .Archives Building. It is believed that 
the solution has been found in an insulated film-storage cabinet de­
signed by members of tl1e staff and thoroughly tested and approved 
by the National Bureau of Standards. Cabinets of this type, manu­
factured especially for The N ationnl Archives, were being installed 
in its film vaults at the close of the fiscal year. 

The problem of fire control concerns tho preservation of the mate­
rial on which a record is made; another of equal importanco concerns 
the preservation of the record itself when the material on which it is 
made begins to disintegrate. Reports on the physical condition of 
millions of feet of motion-picture film among the archives of the 
Government show that a considerable proportion is already badly 
deteriorated. The only way, of course, in which records on impet·ma­
nent film and sound disks can be preserved is by duplication on more 
permanent materials, but it was not clear that the National Archives 
Act authorized the Archivist to purchase the equipment and mate­
rials necessary for this work. .At its last session, tl1erefore, Congress 
specifically gave the Archivist tho necessary authority. 

It was not thought wise to make any considerable accessions 
of motion pictures or of sound recordings until the problems of safe 
storage and of preservation were solved. Nevertheless some acces­
sions, which otherwise might have been lost, have been made. It is 
the policy of The National Archives, before accessioning such records 
from either Government or privata sources, to have their physical 
condition carefully inspected by its technical staff. In the case of 
gifts from private sources, it is necessary also to determine whether 
they come within the class of such records that the .Archivist is author­
ized by law to accept. An advisory committee composed of members 
of the staff of The N ationnl Arcl1ives studies all such proffered gifts 
and reports its recommendations to the .Archivist. Of the 529,880 
feet of motion pictures received for inspection during the pn.st year, 
34.8 percent was accepted, 8.5 percent was declined and returned or 

.Jio.-_ 
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otherwise disposed of, and 56.7 percent was retained for further in­
spection and study. The number of requests for services on its ac­
cessions of motion pictures and sound recordings which The N ationnl 
.Arcllives was called upon to render during the year is evidence of the 
keen public interest taken in this phase of its work. 

The quantities of motion-picture films, including some with sound 
track, n.nd of disk sound recordings accessioned by June 30, 1937, and 
the sources from which they were received, are shown in the following 
tables: 

Motion·picture fllmB 

Ft~etBolli'Cil!l 

11,570Department of State . • . • • . • 
285Department of the Treasury • . . 

127, 869Department of Agriculture • • . . 
1, 200United States Food Administration 

33,944Federal Housing Administration • • 
7,602Social Security Boo.rd 
2, 193Private gifts 

184, 663Total 

Sound rccordingB 

Sourcos Items 

Federal Housing Administration . 
Private gifts 

15 
2 

Total 17 

The motion pictures nnd sound recordings listed as private gifts 
were accepted under the provisions of section 7 of the National 
Archives Act. They are news reels of the inauguration of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, January 20, 1937, presented by Pathe News, 
Inc., Hearst Metrotone News, and Fox Movietone News through the 
Inaugurnl Committee, Representative Robert L. Daughton, Vice 
Chairmnn, or through local representatives; n. sound recording of nn 
interview with Mrs. Snrn. Delano Roosevelt, Jn.nuary 30, 1937, pre­
sented by the Radio and Fibn Methods Corporation of New York City; 
and sound recordings of the speeches of President Franklin D. Roose­
velt and President Agustin P. Justo, at the Pan American Peace Con­
ference at Buenos Aires, December 1, 1936, presented by Mr. Jesse 
Adler, of New York City. Sound recordings, received but not formnlly 
accessioned before the end of the fiscal year covered by tllis report, 
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were a speech of Representative Sol Bloom entitled "The Heart and 
Soul of tl1e Constitution"; a "talking book" recorded by Representa­
tive Kent E. Keller from his book, Prosperity Through Employment, 
and presented by him; and 22 recordings covering the National De­
fense Test Day ceremonies in 1924, presented by the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. 

Photogmphio processes and still picturea.-Within recent years 
photography l1as become an increasingly important aid in archival 
administration. The chief activities of The National Archives in 
this phase of its operations, during the fiscal year 1936-37, were con­
cerned with. making photographs that are essential to its work and 
with research into the problem of the applications of photography 
and its related processes to documentation. The work included the 
making of photographs, microfilms, and photostats and the restora­
tion of faded or damaged documents tl1rough photographic processes. 

Many of tl1e photographs made show details of the Nat ional 
Archives Building and its equipment, present and former deposi­
tories of Federal archives, the condition of the records stored in them, 
and the methods adopted by The· National Archives for transporting, 
handling, treating, and filing records transferred to its custody. Pho­
tographs were also taken of tests made at the National Bureau of 
Standards of equipment designed for The National Archives. This 
collection is vnlunble not only for the study of problems of archival 
administration but also for historical purposes. 

Two important projects in microfilming were begun or completed 
during the fiscal year. Approximately 17,000 "refer from" cards at 
the Library of Congress were thus reproduced for the use of cata­
logeL'S in The National Archives. A much more extensive project 
was the reproduction of an index, comprising some 2,600,000 cards, to 
pension files of the Veterans' Administration, part of which are in 
the custody of The National Archives. The index was retained by 
the Administration for use in connection with the portion of this 
vast collection thut was not transferred, and a copy of it was required 
by The National Archives to enable it to render service on the files 
in its custody. 

The demand for more than 15,000 photostats of documents in the 
custody of The N ntional Archives marked a considerable increase 
in tllis work over tho previous fiscal year. Although many of these 
reproductions were made for private purposes, t he great majority 
were for official use by other Government agencies. 

The most important research problems undertaken during tho year 
dealt with the applications of photography to documentation. 
Progress was made especially in the problems of reproducing colored 
originals in monochrome and in making legible by photographic 
processes writing on faded and charred documents. Most of this 
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work was integrated and correlated with similar work in other parts 
of the United States and in foreign countries. 

Plans were developed during the year for special equipment for 
the storage of still-picture negatives on film, glass, or paper and of 
transparencies, but the equipment was not installed. The only ma­
terial of this sort in the · custody of The National Archives at the 
end of the fiscal year consisted of 66 rolls of aerial mapping .film 
and 204 films of composite aerial maps from the War Department:.t 
and 221 rolls of aerial mapping film from the Navy Department. 
This material was stored temporarily in the equipment designed for 
motion-picture film. 

Ola8aification.-A logical and comprehensive scheme of classifica­
tion and a dependable catalog are, of course, essential to the efficient 
administration and utilization of archival materials. An effective 
scheme of classification should provide for n.n organization of the 
papers that 'Will show clearly tl1eir interrelationships and the funda­
mental development of the agency which produced or used them; 
and it should also include a numbering system that will identify 
each series of records. Such a scheme will be tl1e basis for the 
proper arrangement and final location of the records in the stacl{S 
and will serve to make them readily available for use. 

The classification of archival material on the scale that will be 
required in The National Archives is still in an experimental stage. 
Much time and attention were given during the fiscal year, therefore, 
to general problems of classification and to studies of the organiza­
tion, history, and functions of the agencies of the United States 
Government. The classification scheme for each of the forty-odd 
divisions of tl1e Washington office of the United States Food .Admin­
istration, which involved the study and arrangement of 2,850 difrer­
~nt series, was completed. Preliminary work was done on the 
classification of the papers of the Grain Corporation, a subsidiary 
of the Food Administration; and the cJussification scheme was 
formulated for the Food Administration papers from 28 States nnd 
1 city, involving the study of some 3,000 series. Considerable pre­
liminary .work was done on the ships' logbooks transferred from tlu~ 
Navy Department, and n provisional scheme of classification was de­
veloped for the papers of the Veterans' Administration. 

Oataloging.-Because of the volume of records involved, detailed 
cataloging of the collections of The National Archives will be impos­
sible for many years. The policy has been adopted, therefore, of 
cataloging all material by ac~essions as it is received at The N ationnl 
Archives. Later this unit will be broken down into smaller units. 
The first break-down will be by divisions, and this in turn mny be 
still further broken down by series. It is not likely that much of 
the material will be cataloged by individual documents, nlthough 
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the scheme of cataloging adopted provides for that possibility. En­
tries are made on cards under names of both agencies and subjects, 
and the cards are filed together in what is called the dictionary 
catalog arrangement. This arrangement enables the searcher to de~ 
termine what records to consult, whether he is interested in the 
activities of an agency or in the study of a particular subject. The 
unit card system, fo.miliar to users of catalogs in .A,merican libraries, 
has been adopted, but the information given on the cards differs in 
amount and kind from that given on 1ibrary cards because of the 
differences between archives and books. Special rules for cataloging 
motion pictures and sound recordings were necessary because, ns 
pointed out elsewhere, they differ in so many respects from other 
types of records. 

During the fiscal year, 82 accessions, comprising about 220,000 
linear feet of records, were cataloged. The records of the Washing­
fon office of the Food Administration were mtaloged by divisions, 
but an attempt to catalog the material by series, undertaken as an 
experiment, was abandoned ns impracticable at this time because of 
the size of the collection. Of the 82 collections cataloged by acces­
sions, 14 were accessions of films or sound recordings. 

The library.-The library of The National Archives is designed to 
be a service agency for members of the staff of the organization and 
for users of the records in its custody. It consists chiefly of publica­
tions of the United States Government; general reference books; 
technical publications bearing especially on the work of The National 
Archives and its several subdivisions; books, pamphlets, and reports 
on archival administration in the United States and otl1er countries; 
reference books on the social sciences, with special emphasis on 
American history and biography; textual publications of original 
sources for American history; and current periodicals that fall within 
any of these classes. During the fiscal year additions of 69,913 items 
of all kinds, including duplicates which will be discarded, were re­
ceived by the library. A very large proportion of the accessions were 
received by transfers from other Government agencies, by gifts, and 
by exchange. 

Most books otl1er tlmn publications of the Government are placed 
on the open shelves in the east and west search rooms, so that t hey 
may be freely consulted by searchers. General reference books, as a 
rule, are used only in the search rooms; other books may be taken out 
by members of the staff of The National Archives. Attendants are 
present to aid searchers in locating books or in obtaining informa­
tion. No record is kept of books used in tl1e search rooms, but, dur­
ing the fiscal year 1936-37, members of the staff borrowed 8,559 books 
and periodicals for use in their offices. 
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Use of material.-The several operations heretofore described­

accessioning, cleaning and repairing, classifying, arranging, filing,. 
cataloging, and library service-are all designed to facilitate the use 
of the records. This is the ultimate test of the necessity for and the· 
efficiency of these operations. Perhaps it may seem unnecessary to· 
stress this point. It appears, however, not to be. generally under~ 
stood. Even G«;~vernment officials often inquire whether records 
transferred to The National Archives are thereafter available for 
use. The same question is more often n.sked by private individuals. 
It seems advisable, therefore, to make it clear that, subject to such 
restrictions as may be imposed by law or by administrative regula­
tions adopted under the authority of law, the collections of The Na­
tional Archives are available for any proper use not only by officials: 
of the Government but also by private investigators. 

The N ationnl Archives Act authorizes the Archivist to make regu­
lations for the use and withdrawal of material deposited in the 
National Archives Building. The regulations now in force are· 
printed in appendix III of this report. They ure designed to protectt 
preserve, and further the use of the records and are, of course, sub­
ject to such revision as experience may show to be necessary to accom~ 
plish these purposes. Requests for services involving the use of 
records, whether made in person, by mail, or by telephone, are com­
plied with whenever possible, but when such requests from private 
investigators involYe searches too extensive to be undertaken by mem­
bers of the staff, the applicant is referred to competent private pro­
fessional searchers. Persons who desire to conduct their own searches, 
upon compliance with the rules and regulations, are admitted to the 
search rooms where the facilities of The National Archives are placed 
at their service. 

During the fiscal year covered by this report, cards of admission 
to the search rooms were issued to 118 persons. By telepl10ne, 1,077 
inquiries for information which required use of records were received 
and answered, and 2,343 letters were written in reply to similar 
inquiries received by mail. A majority of the services rendered were 
to Government officials. The number of private searchers who have 
used the collections is small. This may, perhaps, be due to the lack 
of published guides and descriptive lists. When these have been 
supplied, it may be confidently expected that The National Archives 
will become one of the great centers for research in American, 
history and government. 

THE FEDERAL REGISTER 

Letters received from Government officials and subscribers, to­
gether with the growing subscription list, are evidence that the pub­
lication of the Federal Register l1as been received with general ap-
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·provnl. Many subscribers have made constructive criticisms and 
have offered suggestions for improvement which have been helpful 
to the administrative committee and to the staff of the Federal 
.Register. 

The Seventy-fifth Congress passed \'An Act to amend the Federal 
Begister Act", approved June 19, 1937. It provides that instead of 
the "cqmpilation"·of documents required by section 11 of the Federal 
B egister Act, each agency of the Government on July 1, 1938, shall 
l1ave prepared and filed with the administrative committee of the 
Federal Register a complete codification of all such documents which 
l1ave been issued or promulgated by it and which are in force and 
effect on June 1, 1938. A ·recodification of ull such documents is 
required every fifth year thereafter. With the approval of the 
President, such codifications are to be published in special or sup­
plemental editions of the Federal Register. 

The act establishes a codification board consisting of the Director 
of the Division of the Federal Register, who is chairman eaJ officio, 
three attorneys of the Department of Justice, designated by the 
Attorney General, and two attorneys of the Division of the Federal 
Register, designated by the Archivist. The functions of the board 
are to supervise and coordinate the codifications prepared by the sev~ 
<'rnl agencies. Subject to the approval of the President, the admin­
i strative committee is authorized to prescribe regulations for carrying. 
QUt the provisions of the net. The Federal Register Act and the net 
:amending it are printed in appendix I of this report. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 

The National Arcl1ives Act, section 9, requires the Archivist to 
include in his report ~ Congress a "detailed statement . • . of all 
Teceipts and expenditures" on account of The National Archives. In 
.accordance therewith the following statement is submitted: 

Fu11ds available (or t1~o (lscal uear C11dh1!1 J uno 30, 1931 

The Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1937, approved March 10, 1936 
-(Public, No. 470, 74th Cong.), provided appropriations for the support ot The 
National Archives as follo ws: 

:Salary and expenses : 

Immedlntely available for the purchase of law books 
($2,000) ; unobligated on July 1, 1036 . • • . . • . . • $579 

For use only in the fiscal year 1037 • . . • . . • • . . • 51)8, 000 
--- $508, 57D 

iPrlntlng ond binding: 
For use only In the fiscal year 1937 . • . • • . . . • . • • $17,000 

17,000 

$615,579 

I 
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Obligations and ezpenditures for t/ltJ fiscal year ending June 50, 1937 

Salaries and expenses: 
Personal services • • • $489,035 
Supplies and material • 33,402 
Law books ...•. 390 
Communication service 4,665 
Travel expenses • .. 2, 601 
Transportation of things . 791 
Repairs and alterations • 18, 121 
Special and miscellaneous 072 
Equipment•.•.•• • 46,524 

Total obligations and expenditures $596,501 
Unobligated balance .•. 2,078 

$598,579 
Printing and binding: 

Total obligations and e:tpenditures $10,684 
Unobligated balance ••••.. 6, 316 

17,000 

$615, 579 

The total obligations and expenditures amounted to $607,185, leaving unob­
ligated balo.nces totaling $8,394. 

Miscellaneous receipt1 covered intp thtJ 7T848UT1/ 

Reimbursements: 
Excess cost over contract price • • • • • • • • $1.17 
Government property lost or damaged • • • . . • 25 
Settlement of claims against various depositors • • 70 

$2.12 

Bale of Government property-products: 
Photographic duplications . $144. 15 
Other • . • • • • • • • • • . • • 6.00 

150.15 

$152.27 

The Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1938, provides $700,­
000 for the salaries and expenses and $17,000 for the printing and 
binding of The N ntionnl .Archives for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1938. 
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REPORTS OF OFFICES AND DIVISIONS 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF ARCHIVAL SERVICE 

(From tlle report of tllc Director, 1\lr. HYDE) 

The activities of this Office during the fiscal year 1936-37 were most 
largely concerned with the defining and coordinating of divisionnl 
functions, the developing of specialized archival procedures, the 
handling of departmental transfer requests, the investigation of stack­
equipment problems, the appraisal of records recommended for dis· 
position, the supplying of technical information to Government de­
partments, and the launching of two new professional divisions. The 
two new divisions created were the Division of Maps and Charts and 
the Division of Justice Department Archives. The rapid increase 
in the volume of work carried on by the professional divisions 
brought in its wake new problems of intake regulation and pro­
cedural standardization, the study and solution of which threw new 
light upon pt;rsonnel and equipment requirements, upon the time re­
quirements for the various steps in completing archival transfers, and 
upon the space requirements necessary for the proper storage of nil 
q:·o.nsferred collections. 

The Assistant Director of Archival Service has been given increased 
responsibilities in the task of coordinating the work of the deputy 
and special examiners and of other professional agencies concerned 
with the appraisal, identification, requisitioning, and transfer of ar­
chival collections. He has been accorded, also, the major responsibil­
ity for the examination of the appraisal reports of the speciaL 
examiners and for the formulation of recommendations regarding 
disposable papers for submission by the Archivist in his reports to 
the Congress. 

ACCESSIONING PROCEDURE 

As additional space became available in the National Archives 
Building and as the number of requests to transfer archival material 
from the various Government agencies increased, it became increas­
ingly evident that careful consideration should be given to each re­
quest for the acceptance of additional collections. All deputy ex­
aminers were instructed, in preparing memoranda to the Archivist 
recommending the transfer of records, to include therein, in addition 
to a description of the records, all possible information regarding 
frequency and character of use, ways in which such records might be 
misused, and all departmental rules, regulations, and practices im­

23 
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2: posing any restrictions upon the availability of such 1·ecords for 

examination by other Government officials or by scholars. The plan 
was then adopted of routing these memoranda to the Director ofSt 
Publications, the Chief of the Division of Reference, and the Assistant 
Director of Archival Service, each of whom records his opinion with 
reference to the proposed transfer. Under this procedure it is hoped 
that the sequence of accessions will be based upon the principles of 
safe preservation, rental savings to the Government, and the making 
more readily available of important public records which in the past 
have been partially or totally inaccessible to Government officials and 
to scholars. 

RECEIVING ROOM 

With most of the professional divisions in operation throughout the 
year, it was possible to accession 14 archivo.ll'ollections as compared

1 	 with 10 in the previous yenr. These collections came to the receiving 
room, which is under the charge of the Second Assistant Director of 
Archival Service, in 525 deliveries from 97 different depositories. In 
nil there were received in the National Archives Building 33,8'76 
linear feet of records. Early in the year these transfers were handlecl 
in a temporary receiving room in the southeast corner of the buildiug, 
but later shipments were cleared through the central receiving room, 
only a small portion of wl1ich, however, was made available for this 
purpose because of its use by contractors working in the building. 
The Second Assistant Director also had the responsibility of super­
vising nine unequipped stack sections in which records were tempo­
rarily stored pending their delivery to the Divisions of Department 
.Archives, and the employees under his direction assisted in various 
necessary shifts of archival material within the building and in the 
preparation of materials for shipment from depositories. 

STACK-EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS 

The studies of container equipment for use in the stack sections 
were continued during the current year and necessitated many con­
ferences with various officers and employees of The National Archives 
as well as with officials of the Office of the Supervising Architect. 
After tl1e completion of the third statistical survey of paper sizes 
(covering records surveyed from June 1935 through November 1936), 
work was commenced early in 1937 on the determination of the 
necessary types and sizes of containers, and of the percentages of 
each type required. 

Attention was given also to the question of electric lights and 
telephones in the stack areas. These problems were considered by 
the Executive Officer and the Office of tim Supervising Architect and 
satisfactory solutions were found. In order to check up on the work­
ing of the air-conditioning system in the stack sections, the Chief of 
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t he Division of Repair and Preservation arranged for the periodic 
testing of the temperature and humidity by means of dry and wet 
bulbs. This testing w·ork was turned over to the Chiefs of the Divi­
sions of Department Archives, who make regular returns to the Divi­
sion of Repair and Preservation. 

THE SPECIAL BX.AiliNBRS 

The special examiners continued their work of appraising all 
l'OOOrds submitted for disposal as "useless papers." During the 
previous year they completed their studies of 2,484 out of a total of 
9,118 series submitted to them. In order to increase the rate of out­
put, the staff of special examiners was increased to five and a simpli­
fied appraisal procedure was adopted. As a result of these changes 
the speciol examiners, during the current year, studied and reported 
on 3,237 series-an increase of about 30 percent. This very consider­
able increase w.as offset, however, by an increase in the number of 
series submitted to 27,873 in 1936-37, but that increase was largely 
accounted for by one very volwninous list amounting to about half 
of the total for the year. 

The problem of appraising disposable papers in the hundreds of 
field offices of the Federal Government was difficult to solve. After a 
careful study of types of records common t o groups of field offices 
and of 	the possibility of appraising series by means of samples, 
archival depositories in 16 cities in 9 States were investigated and 
information was obtained which made possible the intelligent ap­
praisal 	of a large volume of public records stored in these various 
field depositories . 

DUPLICATE AND STOCK MATERIALS 

The large quantities of duplicate printed and processed materials 
discovered in di sposal lists and in collections transferred to the 
National Archives Building, rendered imperative the adoption of 
some procedure governing the handling of such materials. In addi­
tion to such printed and processed materials, there were items classed 
under the general head of "stock", including rubber stamps, routing 
punches, addressograph plates, stencils, unused letterheads and en­
velopes, and other miscellaneous office supplies. The problem of 
s urplus Government publications, both printed ancl processed, was 
t aken up with the Superintendent of Documents a t the Government 
Printing Office, and he agreed to undertake the listing and distrib­
llting of all such materials. In the case of office materials, it wo.s 
decided that these might be disposed of as surplus stock after the 
taking of impressions of stamps, as a matter of record, and after sam­
ples of all forms had been extracted for inclusion in the form sample 
file maintained in the office of the special examiners. 

2Gll&-88-3 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

In December 1936, the Director attended the annual meeting of 
the American Historical Association at Providence, where he par­
ticipated in the establishment of the Society of Amel'icnn Archivists. 
He was a member of the committee on local arm.ngements for the 
first annual meeting of this organization, all the sessions of which. 
he attended. During the year he delivered addresses on the work 
of The National Archives before the Rutgers Club of Washington, 
the Philadelphia Chapter of the Special Libraries Association, o. 
conference on genealogical records of the Daughters of the .Ameri­
can Revolution, and the National Association of Penmanship Teach­
ers and Supervisors. As the official representative of the Association 
of Research Libraries, he attended the organization meeting of the 
.American Documentation Institute, and he attended the annual meet~ 
ing of the Middle Eastern Library Association. In an address before 
the New Jersey Chapter of the Special Libraries Association he 
called attention to the activities of The National Archives, and at the 
annual meeting of the American I.ibrary Association he rend a paper 
on the functions of the professional divisions of The N ntional 
Archives. 

DIVISION OF ACCESSIONS 

(From the report ot. the Chlct., l\Ir. OwEN) 

SURVEY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

One of the major activities of the Division during the year was 
the continuation of the preliminary survey of the archives of the 
Government in the District of Columbia. Surveys were completed 
of the records of the Senate and the House of Representatives, of the 
Supreme Court and the Court of Customs Appeals, of the Navy and 
Commerce Departments, and of the following independent estab~ 
lishments: Commodity Credit Corporation, l~lectric Home and Farm 
Authority, Emergency Conservation Work, Employees' Compensation 
Commission, Farm Credit Administration, Federal Communications 
Commission, Federal Coordinator for Industrial Cooperation, Fed­
eral Coordinator of Transportation, Federal Deposit Insurance Cor­
poration, Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works, 
Federal Housing Administration, Federal Power Commission, Fed­
eral Surplus Commodities Corporation, Fine Arts Commission, Home 
Owners' Loan Corporation, Maritime Commission, National Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics, National Bituminous Coal Commission, 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission, National Com­
mission on Law Observance and Enforcement, National Emergency 
Council, National Labor Relations Board, National Medin.tion 
Board, National Power Policy Committee, National Resources Com­
mittee, President's Commission on Economy and Efficiency, Prison 
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Industries Reorganization .Administration, Puerto Rico Reconstruc~ 
tion Administration, Railroad .Administration, Railroad Retirement 
Board, Reconstruction Finance Corporation, Resettlement Adminis­
tration, Rural Electrification Administration, Securities and Ex­
change Commission, Smithsonian Institution, Social Security Board, 
Special Mexican Claims Commission, Tax Appeals Board, and Ten~ 
nessee Valley Authority. The surveys of the records of the Treasury 
and "Tar Departments are still incomplete, and those of the other 
independent establislunents and judicial branches had not been 
started at the end of the fiscal year. 

A tabulation of the preliminary survey forms completed tlus year 
reveals 353,697 cubic feet or 492,396 linear feet of records surveyed, 
which brings the total surveyed to 2,601,020 cubic feet or 5,649,415 
linear feet. These records were found in 5,659 separate rooms in 
buildings owned or rented by the Government in the District of Co­
lumbia and its vicinity. 

During the year a total of 2,633,371 feet of motion-picture film were 
found, of which 257,517 feet are negative film and 2,375,854 feet are 
positive ffim. This film amounts to 424 cubic feet of records, of 
which 75 cubic feet were recommended for transfer. The number of 
still-picture items found, including lantern slides as well as glass, 
film, and paper negatives, was 495,075. These items amount to 
2,242 cubic feet of records, of which 526 cubic feet were recommended 
for transfer. Of sound recordings a total of 5,261, amounting to 64 
cubic feet, were found, of which 35 cubic feet were recommended for 
transfer. Froni the beginning of the survey to the conclusion of the 
past year, 2,345,998 still-picture items, 17,151,529 feet of motion-pic­
ture film, and 5,343 sound recordings have been surveyed. 

CONDITION 011' RECORDS 

From the survey it is evident that a variety of hazards imperil t11e 
archives of the Nation. One of the most serious of these is fire. In 
the District of Columbia 952,496 cubic feet or 36.6 percent of the 
entire collection of records surveyed are exposed to fire hazard. 
Records found subject to other hazards include 1,071,362 cubic feet 
or 41.2 percent exposed to or covered by dust or dirt; 199,744 cubic 
feet or 7.7 percent exposed to the elements through broken window 
panes or skylights or to too much sunlight; 208,434 cubic feet or B 
percent stored in dark and dnmp depositories ; 74,065 cubic feet or 
2.8 percent housed in insecure places of storage, such as on broken 
shelves, on the floor, or in buildings with unguarded doors; 128,154 
cubic feet or 4.9 percent damaged by or now infested by insects or 
vermin; and 136,453 cubic feet or 5.2 percent exposed to varying haz­
ards not set out above, 

Not only are the records endangered by the conditions just de~ 
scribed, but access to them is also greatly impeded. A total of 

.. . 
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1,298,132 cubic foot of records-49.9 percent of all surveyed-were 
found to have impediments to ready use. No less than 927,831 cubic 
feet or 35.7 percent of all records surveyed were found in crowded 
depositories, and 97G,6G3 or 37.5 percent were stacked too high. Some 
443,187 cubic feet or 17 percent were stored in inaccessible places, 
while 756,957 cubic feet or 29.1 percent were found in depositories 
where the light was poor or where there were no light fixtures in a 
workable condition. A total of 494,387 cubic feet or 19 percent were 
found in places where there was a lack of ventilation. :Many of the 
depositories were in great disorder; 655,305 cubic feet or 25.2 per· 
cent of the total volume of records having no semblance of order. 
Miscellaneous impediments, such as being too fur from exits, having 
no labels on cases, being packed in nailed·up boxes, or being stored 
in sub· cellars and other spots where it was almost impossible prop· 
erly to study or appraise them, accounted for 538,751 cubic feet or 
20.7 percent of the records surveyed to the end of the fiscal year. 

These figures, when compared with the corresponding figures pub­
Jisbed in the Annual Report of the Archivist for the fiscal year 
1935-36, indicate some improvement in the conditions described. 
This improvement is easily accounted for. In many cases custodians 
of records sought to correct bad conditions as soon as they were 
pointed out to them. Records have been moved from unsatisfactory 
storage pluces, and seYeral agencies have removed to new buildings 
with n consequent improvement of conditions of storage. 

ACCESSIONS 

Of the 353,697 cubic feet of records surveyed in the course of the 
fiscal year, a totul of 73,269 cubic feet were recommended for transfer 
by the deputy examiners. Of all records surveyed since the be· 
ginning of the Division's work, the deputy examiners have recom· 
mended the transfer of 1,180,548 cubic feet or 45.3 percent, 8.8 per· 
cent to be transferred "immediately", 19.4 percent to be transferred 
"as soon as possible", and 17.1 percent to be transferred "at the 
convenience of The National Archives." In contrnst to these figurP.s, 
only 187,859 cubic feet or 7.2 percent were suggested for transfer by 
the agencies themselves. 

The deputy examiners of the Division of Accessions spent con· 
sidernble time in negotiations with officials of agencies preparatory to 
the submission of lists of records proposed for transfer. When such 
lists are submitted to the Archivist, reports upon them in the form 
of recommendations for transfer are required of this Dhision. The 
deputy examiners include in these reports information obtained from 
the agencies concerning legal or customary restrictions upon the use 
of records. 

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1937, n total of 29,911 cubic 
feet m· 34,137 linear feet of records, requiring 71,786 feet of docu· 
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ment area in the stacks, were accessioned. These records came from 9 
executive departments, 10 independent establishments, 1 court, and the 
Senate. The space released in other Government buildings by the 
I'ecords so transfert'e<l represents an annunl saving to the Govern., 
ment of some $25,000. 

During the year about 44 cubic feet of motion·picture film , 36 
cubic feet of still·picture negatives, and two-thirds of a cubic foot 
of sound recordings were accessioned. Because of the difficulties of 
examining film in the field, a plan was approved whereby, if condi. 
tions in the depository are not suitable for the preparation of iden· 
tification inventories, mttterinl recommended for transfer may be 
brought into the building on a simple receipt. This receipt describes 
the material in general terms and stipulates that if the Archivist 
decides not to requisition the collection it is to be returned to the 
agency. During the year a total of some 71 cubic feet of motion. 
picture film was brought into the building on this t ype of receipt. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

One of the most interesting undertakings of the Division has been 
the preparation of Wlit reports when records of agencies have been 
completely surveyed. These reports contain data upon the histories 
of the agencies and information designed to facilitate the orderly 
transfer of records, their proper ll.lTangement in accordance with 
archival principles, and their use for research or administrative 
purposes. 

Several of the deputy examiners have served on special committees 
appointed by the Archivist or the Director of Archival Service. A 
study was made of the archival applications of microphotography, 
and a full report thereon was submitted. Studies were also made of 
the records of the Supreme Court, of the Senate, and of the House of 
Representatives; and the resulting report on the records of the Hous~ 
of Representatives was published as a Congressional document. In 
the early part of the past fiscal year, a statistical study of the sizes 
of records surveyed was completed, the results of wllich helped in 
determining the number of containers of ench type to be ordered for 
the stack areas. All members of the staff and those former members 
who had been promoted to the position of chief of a division aided 
in this study. 

.Another important activity of the Division has been the watching 
of the progress of moves of Government agencies. Last year an 
arrangement wns made whereby the Division of Government Space 
Control notifies this Division when the removal of agencies is planned 
and more particularly when records are to be transferred. Since 
that time in nearly e"ery instance where records have been moved 
irom one building to another some representative of this Division has 
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been on hand, and it is believed that greater care is now given to 
records being moved than was formerly the cuse. The deputy ex­
aminers prepare special memoranda describing each move in order 
that a permanent record may be maintained. 

The Chief of the Division and seven of the deputy examiners at­
tended the annual meeting of the American Historical Association 
and were present at the conference at which the Society of American 
Archivists was organized. The first annual meeting of the Society of 
American Archivists was attended by practically the entire personnel 
of the Division. 

DIVISION OF REPAIR AND PRESERVATION 

(From the report of the Chief, Mr. KnlDEBLY) 

REHABILITATION OF RECORDS 

Fumigation.-The policy of fumigating all boxed material, as well 
as all records coming from insect-ridden depositories, has been fol­
lowed during the past fiscal year with good results. A total of 35,673 
units, ranging in size from single volumes to wooden boxes weighing 
1,200 pounds, have been treated. In order to eliminate overtime work 
and to avoid the necessity of holding untreated records overnight 
in the receiving room, the installation of a second fumigating chambel" 
was decided upon. The contract for this vault, which will be a 
duplicnte of the one now in use, has been let and installntion is 
expected shortly. 

Ole.aning.-A total of 73,440 units containing approximately 
45,000,000 documents and 80,479 bound volumes were cleaned during 
the fiscal year. The airbrushing equipment and the especially de­
signed cleaning tables have functioned perfectly, and the cleaning 
process has been found to be easily adnptnble for use on the wide 
variety of records so far encountered. Considerable interest in this 
machinery l1as been shown by archivists and others, and it is expected 
that similar equipment will shortJy be installed in other institutions. 

Unfolding and ftattening.-This phase of the work of preparing 
records for filing was started in October 1986. The process used is to 
spread the documents on stainless trays and expose them to air con­
taining a large amount of moisture (85 to 95 percent relntive humid­
ity) in a humidifying chamber. As soon as the papers have absorbed 
sufficient moisture to render the fibers flexible, they are removed 
from the vault and dried by the o.pplication of heat and pressure. 
If they are in good condition, this drying operation is performed in 
a special mangle, equipped with a thermostatically controlled, elec­
trically heated shoe and with a moving roll, which forces the document 
against the shoe under uniform pressure. This mangle was plo.ced 
in operation in May 1937. If the material to be dried is fragile, 
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-each sheet is placed between white blotters and dried in a hydraulic 
press. A total of 198,214 sheets were unfolded and flattened during 
the fiscal year 1937. 

Lamination.-The excellent permanence quaHties of documents 
ireated by the lamination process and the higher production attain­
able through its use having led to the adoption of this process for 
repairing unbound t·ecords, the necessary equipment was purchased 
and instalJed during August and September 1936. The principal 
item of machinery was a triple-opening hydraulic press having steam­
heated platens 21 inches by 36 inches. This press, which weighs 
19,000 pounds, is so constructed as to maintain automatically nny 
-desired pressure from 50 pounds per square inch to 2,000 pounds per 
square inch on the pln.ten urea. The deflection of the platens under 
full load is less than .002 inch. It is estimated that the pl'CSS is 
.capable of processing 400,000 documents annually. 

Considerable time and effort were spent trnining operators in the 
teclmique of lamination. A number of different paper specimens were 
used in this work, and the resulting series will be of assistance in 
determining the optimum pressure and temperat ure for processing 
records in the future. During the fiscal year 7,077 sheets of records 
were lamino.ted. 

Repair of bound records.- The repairing of bound volumes of 
records was initiated in August 1986, and by the end of the fiscal yen.r 
·2,426 volumes had been processed. The rehnbilito.tion of these vol­
umes was carried out in accordnnce with cuncnt archival practice, 
which demands the reconstruction of existing bindings rather than 
rebinding. A record of operations on each volume is made for future 
-reference. 

INSPECTION OF FLOOD-DAMAGED RECORDS 

For the purpose of inspecting Federal, State, and county records 
.damaged by flood, the Chief of the Division visited Louis ville, Frank­
fort, Paducah, Mayfield, Cnrrollton, and other points in Kentucky at 
the request of the Honornble A. B. Chandler, Governor of Kentucky; 
the Department of Justice; the Bureau of Public Roads, Depnrtment 
·Of Agriculture; the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce; 
the Works Progress Administration; and the Social Security Board. 

The gren.test volume of records actually submerged was in the Fed­
·ernl building at Louisville, where the sub-basement and bnsement 
were flooded by the backing up of water in sewers. In tllis depository 
files were thoroughly soaked and 'vere coated with filth. Close in­
spection showed that, because of the swelling of the documents upon 
wetting, the dirt had not penetmtcd between the pages to any great 
extent; the cleaning problem, therefore, was not so great ns was esti­
mated at first sight. 'Vnshing with cleur Wl\ter to remove the surface 
·dirt, followed by drying either by exposure to warm dry air or by 
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ironing, was recommended. It is believed that most of the inundated 
records have been rendered usn.ble by the prescribed treatment. 

The Bureau of the Census was greatly concerned about 2,430,000 
birth and death certificates in the custody of the State Board of Health 
at Louisville. These certificates are the primary source of vital sta­
tistics for the entire State, and tlleir loss would have been irreparable. 
It was found, however, that through the foresight of Dr. J. F. Black­
erby, registrar of vital statistics, these ''aluable records had been 
moved above the flood level and had suffered no damage. Two of the 
storage vaults had been completely submerged and had to be thor­
oughly dried before the records were replaced in them. The use of 
anhydrous calcium chloride was recommended for removing the last 
traces of moisture from these storage spaces. 

In the company of Walter M. Hoefelmnn, State Director of the 
Historical Records Survey of the Works Progress Administrationt 
flood-damaged county records in the courthouse at Carrollton were 
inspected. These records were mainly bound volumes containing 
deeds, wills, mortgages, and similar documents. Each volume was 
stored in a separate compartment, and the swelling due to the wet­
ting of the books wedged them so tightly as to make removal exceed­
ingly difficult. To avoid damaging this material, the storage cases 
were dismantled, and the volumes were then spread out to permit the 
free access of air and to allow drainage of the excess moisture. After 
the pages had become partially dry, various methods of completing 
the drying under pressure were tried. As a result of tl1ese experi­
ments, a satisfactory method of treatment was formulated. A piece 
of sheet metal was used as an ironing board and the pages were pressed 
successively with an electric iron from the front of the book to the 
back. A suitable dressing for treating leather bindings was recom· 
mended. According to the latest reports from the Works Progress 
Administration, county records at Mays,•ille, Vanceburg, Greenup, 
and Ashland, as well as those at Carrollton, have been rehabilitated 
by the methods prescribed. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Federal Fire Oouncil.-The Chief of the Division participated in 
n survey of buildings occupied by the Social Security Board nnd the 
Works Progress Administration in Washington, D. C., and Bnltimoret 
Md. As a result of this work, increased protection against fire hazards 
to life, property, and records has been provided. 
Adv~ory eervices.-Considerable time and effort have been devoted 

to answering inquiries relating to various phases of the preservation 
of records. Among the organizations served by this Division were 
the following Government agencies : The Senate, the Departments 
of the Treasury, 1V~tr, the Navy, the Interior, Agriculture, nnd Com-
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merce, the Federal Trade Commission, the Social Security Board, the 
Works Progress Administration, and the United States Constitution 
Sesquicentennial Conunission. Others assisted during tl1e year in­
clude the following: The Maryland Hall of Records ; the City of 
Boston; Colonial Williamsburg, Inc. ; The Mariners'" Museum; the 
North Carolina Historical Association; Thomas A. Edison , Inc. ; the 
American Philosophical Society; the Baltimore Sun ; Notre Dame 
University; the Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery; 
Fonds Dibliotheque Albert 1 .. , Brussels, Belgium ; Duke University ; 
the American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers; the 
Kentucky ~pnrtment of 'Velfure ; the University of Michigan; the 
Bridgeport Public Library; the National Library of Peiping, China; 
the Minnesota Historical Society; the McCormick Historical Associ­
ation; the Newberry Library; Zuehnsdorf, Ltd., London; the Darling­
ton Memorial Library, University of Pittsburgh; and Harvard 
University. 

DIVISION OF STATE DEPARTMENT ARCHIVES 

(From the report of the Chief, Mr. SaiPUAN ) 

At the completion of its first full year of existence the Division of 
State Department Archh•es (formerly the Division of Department 
Archives, No. 2) has in its custody 43,417 cubic feet of records occu­
pying 1,015 shelves and 86,717 trays, of which 71,369 are original 
containers transferred from the Veterans' Administration. Additions 
for the past year amounted to 7,291 cubic feet . 

The principle of provenance has been strictly followed in placing 
the records in the National Archives containers, and the papers have 
been so segregated and armnged by the office of origin that the signifi­
cance of the document in the routine of the office in which it originated 
may be readily understood. This work was done nt the time of the 
transfer of the records with the aid of ident ification inventories and 
other informational lists supplied by the Division of Accessions. The 
new accessions have been carefully checked against these lists 
by stack assistants charged with the responsibility of placing records 
in the National Archives containers. As the papers have been stored 
each container has been properly labeled and preliminary reports in 
the form of general descriptive lists, which are used as finding me­
diums by the professional divisions prior to the clnssification and 
cataloging of the records , have been compiled. With some collec­
tions, however, notably those of the United States Railroad Adminis­
tration and the 1Veather Burmm, it hus been necessary to compile 
temporary indexes in order to expedite service. 

More analytical studies of the series of records of the Board of 
Mediation and Conciliation, the Board of Railroad Wages and Work­
ing Conditions, and the National Commission on Law Observance 
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and Enforcement have been completed, and n similar study of the 
Post Office collection is near completion. These studies require inves­
tigation into the history of each file, involving a determination of the 
functions which produced it, and the identification of groups of 
similar records or series to establish their relationship with on& 
another. 

During the past year there have been received from the Division 
of Reference 19,725 requests for service, of which the greatest num­
ber have been from the Veterans' Administration for pension records. 
Service on the records has necessitated in numerous cases involved 
searches by the members of this Division. The stack assistants have· 
acquired not only a general understanding but also detailed knowl­
edge of such complex collections as those of the Railroad Adminis· 
tration and the Railroad Labor Board, and this lmowledge hns mad& 
it possible to furnish to tl1e Government agencies records necessary 
to them for the performance of their official functions. 

The Chief of this Division is particularly responsible for matters 
pertaining to the transfer and custody of records from the Depart­
ment of State and the Veterans' Administration, and he has been 
called upon from time to time to give special attention to this work. 
He has reconunended the transfers of records from these agencies 
based upon an examination of the records and the facts surrounding 
their proposed transfer. During the past year, through the courtesy 
of the Department of State, reports on the volume of records in all 
foreign missions of the United States and a statement as to their 
probable disposition have been supplied to tlus office. These reports. 
have been so charted in this Division as to give the desired statistical 
information for use in The National Archives. 

DIVISION OF JUSTICE DEPARTMENT ARCHIVES 

(From the report of the Chief, Mr. 1\lcAUSTER) 

This Division was created on May 16, 1937, with the appointment 
of the Chief. Its first. duty was to assume control of records of the­
United States Senate for the years 1789 to 1934, comprising 3,591 
cubic feet, wluch had been placed temporarily in the custody of the· 
Division of Commerce Department Archives, and upon request to· 
furnish records from that collection. To date 7 requisitions for rec­
ords have been received, necessitating approximately 20 searches, and 
37 documents have been withdrawn for exhibition purposes. The· 
work of reorganizing these records into their proper order hu.s been 
started. 

Arrangements have been made for the transfer to this Division of 
records, already in the custody of The National Archives, of the Na­
tional Conunission on Law Observance and Enforcement, popularly 
known as the Wickersham Commission, of the Post Office Department,. 
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of the Civil Service Commission, of the Civilian Conservation Corps, 
of the National Emergency Council, and of the District Court of the 
United States for the District of Columbia. The Division will soon 
receive from the Department of Justice 2,714 cubic feet of records for 
the years 1790 to 1921, which are now in the process of bein~ trans­
ferred to the National Archives Building. 

A study has been made of the stack areas to be controlled by this 
Division, and space suitable to its peculiar requirements has been 
allotted to each of the a.bove·mentioned collections. 

DIVISION OF COMMERCE DEPARTMENT ARCHIVES 

(From the report of the Chief, Mr. LEAvtTl') 

At the beginning of the fiscal year tllis Division (then known as 
the Division of Department Archives, No. 1) occupied two stack 
floors and bad in its custody 3,181 cubic feet of records. At the end 
of the fiscal year this quantity had been increased by 18,784 cubic feet, 
making a total of 21,965 cubic feet of records stored on four stack 
floors. This volume of records included 38 collections transferred 
from 5 bureaus in the Department of Commerce, 4 bureaus or offices 
in the Department of the Treasury, 6 bureaus or offices in the De­
partment of the Navy, and a considerable number of independent 
agencies. In addition , 22,506 cubic feet of records destined for this 
Division were in the building at the end of the year but, owing to lack 
of personnel to handle them or for other reasons, were stored tem­
porarily in the receiving room and in unequipped stack areas. Tlus 
made a total of 44,471 cubic feet of records either in the custody of 
the Division or about to be transferred to it. 

Requests for service on the records frequently begin as soon as 
the collections are received and sometimes even before they reach the 
stacks. These requests originate chiefty in the Government offices 
from which the records have been transferred; a smaller number of 
calls are received from scholars wishing to carry on research. 

As collections of records are received in the stacks, they are trans­
ferred into N ntional Archives containers, the original order in which 
they were kept in the Govel"llment agency from which they came being 
preserved as far as possible. Frequently, however, records are re. 
ceived in such disorder that they must be studied immediately and be 
given a preliminary arrangement which will make it possible to give 
efficient service on them without delay. The drawers and trays 
in which they are placed are carefully labeled, and a desk list is kept 
showing the location of the various collections in the stacks. 

As soon as possible after a collection is received a detaill'd study 
of it is be~:,run to determine the origin, extent, and sign'ficance of the 
collection and to identify the series of which it is composed. The 
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It is proposed to solve the other problem, that of coordinating re­
lated maps and records, by means of cataloging. Appropriate indi­
cations on the catalog cards dealing with maps will refer to the re­
lated records, and, vice versa, the cards dealing with records will 
refer to the corresponding maps when necessary. By the same device 
of the card catalog, it will be possible to maintain in the map collec­
tion the classification or grouping by departments or agencies from 
which the material is derived, which is tho basic organizing principle 
used in The National Archives. In the consideration of these ques­
tions the methods evolved in the Divisions of Classification and Cata­
loging were drawn upon, as were recent reports submitted to the Asso­
ciation of American Geographers and the American Library 
Association. 

NEED 01' CORRELATING MAPS AND OTHER RECORDS 

The desirability of a unified depository for the records of the Fed­
eral Government is now universally recognized. Perhaps no group 
of records can demonstrate this need more eloquently than those of 
a geographical nature owing to their tendency to dispersion already 
mentioned. A number of cases that have come to light in the work 
of the Division illustrate this saliently. Three will be cited. 

In his endeavor to obtain authentic information regarding the -,, enormous territory acquired in the Louisiana Purchase, President 
Jefferson planned to send an expedition through the indefinite south­
ern boundary belt of that territory, up the Red River to its unknown 
source. It was scheduled for 1804, but the hostility of Spain pre­
vented its being sent until 1806, and even then it was not able to 
proceed farther west than the present Texas-Arkansas boundary be­
cause of the opposition of a superior Spanish military force. Of 
available records of the expedition, which was led by Thomas Free­
man, the original instructions over Jefferson's signature, the manu­
script narrative of the expedition, and one of the rare printed copies 
of that narrative are in one repository; the manuscript map of the 
river is in another. The survey field notes have not been located. 

The impossibility of carrying out the exploration of the Red River 
in 1804 led to concentration in that year on a nearer and politically 
less debatable objective, the Washita River. This river was explored 
and surveyed from its mouth in the Red River to near its source at 
Hot Springs, Ark., by William Dunbar and George Hunter. The 
original of President Jefferson's message to Congress of February 
19, 1806, transmitting "extracts from his [Du,n,bar's] observations ant.l. 
copies of his map of the river", as well as a manuscript account of 
the expedition not published until 1904, are now in the custody of 
The National Archives, whereas the manuscript map is in another 
repository. 
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results of this study are written up in the form of preliminary descrip­
tive reports, which summarize the contents of the collections as well 
as the history and functions of the offices that produced them, aud in 
"identification of series" reports, which list and describe in gre:tter 
detail the series that make up the collections. During the last h11.lf 
of the fiscal year, identification of series reports on 14 different col­
lections and numerous other reports of a more general nature were 
prepared by the Division. 

DIVISION OF MAPS AND CHARTS 

(From the report of the Chief, Mr. JoEBG) 

The Division of Maps and Charts began its activities with the ap­
pointment of the Chief on March 31, 1937. The circumstance that 
this Division was the last to be established among the divi'3ions en­
visaged in the plan of organization of The National Archives (except 
for the future expansion of the group of Divisions of Departmenb 
Archives) placed it in the fortunate position of being able to beucfit 
by the experience gained during the 2% years since the ooginning 
of the undertaking, a position doubly fortunate in view of the pioneer­
ing quality of the enterprise and the close relationship of the work of 
tho Division with that of almost all the other professional divisions. 

CUSTODY OF MAPS 

From the essential attribute of maps, that of portraying a whole or 
a portion of the earth's surface ''erticnlly projected on a plane, are 
derived their two outstanding characteristics from the standpoint of 
library or archival custody-that they are usually "oversize" and 
thnt as a rule they n.re physically separate from the text or record they 
illustrate. Greatly though the image be reduced-in some cases n.s 
much as, or more than, one part to n. million parts in nature, to para­
phrase the usual designation for scales-the sheet on which it appenrs 
is ordinarily of considerable size, and hence, unless folded and bound 
in with the related text or records, tends to become separated, often 
being kept in the form of a roll. 

With such considerations in mind, it was decided thnt the mapH in 
The National ArchiYes should be gathered into one central collection. 
To store and file these maps, several contiguous spaces were set aside 
with a total area o£ about 15,000 square feet on the ground floor, 
which, with its concrete bnse, is able to carry the exceptionally heavy 
loads represented by filled map cases. In these stack areas will be 
placed progressively the 334 steel map cases that had been acquired 
before the establishment of the Division. Each of these cases l'On­
sists of three superimposed sections, each section containing fnur 
large shallow drawers. The overall dimensions of a case are 56 inches 
high, 42 inches deep, and 64 inches wide. 
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In 1856, during a lengthy sojourn in the United States, the eminent 

German geographer and historian of oceanography, Johann Georg 
Kohl, lmown for his series of maps relating to the discovery of 
America that Justin Winsor used in editing his Narrative and 01•iti~ 
cal History, prepared in English for the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
histories of the exploration and survey of the Atlantic, Gulf, and 
Pacific coasts of the United States. These accounts, although never 
published except in briefest abstract or in fra~:,rmentary form, consti~ 
tuto companion pieces to his two published \torks dating from his 
American stay-the history of tho Gulf Stream and the more widely 
known history of the discovet·y and exploration of the coast of Maine 
that appeared in the Oolleotions of the Maine Historicnl Society. 
Among these manuscripts, that dealing with the Gulf coast, for ex­
nmple, is preserved by one agency, whereas the series of tracings made 
from original source maps by Kohl himself, which illustrate and form 
an integral part of the manuscript, are kept by another agency. 

The wide scattering of related materials illustrated by these ex­
amples and the resulting difficulties for the student wishing to utilize 
them have given point to the consideration by the Division of the 
question of consultation facilities. In cooperation with the Division 
of Reference, it has been agreed that facilities will be supplied for 
the simultaneous consultation of maps and records so necessary in 
the handling of geographical materials. 

THE MAP MATERIAL OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

Concurrently with the consideration of the question of custody and 
servicing, steps were taken to ascertain the nature and whereabouts 
of the material that constitutes the concern of the Division. From 
dnta furnished by other divisions a general view was gained of the 
maps that are of interest to the Division. These resolve themselves 
into three categories: Those actually in the custody of The National 
Archives, those accompanying records authorized for transfer to The 
National Archives, and those forming part of the great bulk of records 
outside. The records in the last group constitute the potential mate~ 
rial of The N ntional Archives. 

As to the maps actually in the custody of The National Archives 
And those about to be received, it is not yet possible to identify and 
enumerate all of them individually, since the 1·ecords they accompany 
may for the present be listed only in general terms. The maps in 
certain groups of records have been exomined more closely, hO\vever, 
and details may hence be given with regard to them. The records 
of the Food Administration were accompanied by maps relating 
mainly to the famine relief areas in Europe during the World War 
nnd the post~war period. These maps, used in the administration of 
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relief work, included sheets of the hypsometric map in 1:1,000,000 
by the Geographical Section of tho British ·war Office covering thB 
Near E ast and a set of base maps and block diagrams of strategic 
areas prepared by the American Geographical Society of New York 
for the American Commission to Negotiate Peace. This group totaled 
1()'2 different maps, exclusive of 07 duplicates, and 2 atlases. The pa­
pers of the Committee on the Conservation and Administration of the 
Public Domain included 31 different maps, mostly with added manu~ 
script data indicating for the public~land Stutes surveyed and unsur­
veyed areas and proposed additions to the national forests. The 
geologists' field notebooks, sketchbooks, and mnpbooks, dealing mainly 
with the mining dis tricts of the 'Vest, which were recently transferred 
from the Geological Survey, contain or are accompanied by a variety 
of maps. The field notebooks usually consist of topogrnphic sheets 
to which geological entries were added in the field. Separnte maps 
deal with the Tintic, Leadville, and other mining districts. This 
group contains seveml hundred items. 

It was among the Senate papers, however, that the largest number 
of maps so far received were found. These maps, which amount to 
Eome 750 separate maps and 50 atlases, exclusive of about 1,000 dupli~ 
cates, reflect a wide range- of activities and topics. The early canal 
and railroad construction period is represented by numerous manu~ 
ecript maps by Army engineers in the 1830's, which exhibit the routes 
of proposed canals and railroads and the •·elated belt of terrain. Ad­
mirably executed and on relatively large scales, they afford a valuable 
graphic record of the natural and cultural landscape in various loculi~ 
ties scattered throughout the country east of the Mississippi. A set 
of maps prepared for the Military Affairs Committee of the Senate 
shows troop locations and Lhe military situation in general at differ~ 
ent dates and on various fronts during the Civil War. Another group 
relates to the northeastern boundary controversy and includes trac­
ings of detailed maps of localities in that area. Numerous maps 
among tJte Senate papers emanated from the Surveyor Genernl's 
office; they relate to the public lands mainly during the first half of 
the nineteenth century. Among outstanding individual maps may be 
mentioned a large mnp showing Indian lands and lands ceded by 
the Indians, which was compiled in the Bureau of Topographical 
Engineers of the War Department in 1839. The ceded lands are 
shown in manuscript in hand coloring with a corresponding hand­
lettered list on a printed base of Tanner's stnndnrd contemporary 
map of the United States on the scale of 1:2,000,000. This is one of 
12 copies that wm·e ordered prepared under the net of March 3, 1839, 
for the use of the War Department and the Senate. 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Attendance by the Chief of the Division in June at the conference 
of the Harris Institute of the University of Chicago on the geo­
graphical' aspects of international relations offered llim a renewed 
opportunity to examine the equipment and filing methods used for 
the map collection of the department of geography of the university. 
He had made a similar examination of the map collection at the 
Sterling Memorial Library of Yale University prior to his appoint­
ment, and close familiarity over along period with the map collection 
of the American Geographical Society of New York has provided 
him with an ever valuable background of experience. Recently this 
has been supplemented by the helpful cooperation of the Chief of the 
Division of Maps of the Library of Congress and members of his staff. 

DIVISION OF MOTION PICTURES AND SOUND RECORDINGS 

(From the report or the Ohler, Mr. Bll.ADLEY) 

From the organization of this Division (Jan. 19, 1935) to the end 
of the first full fiscal year, its chief concern was with research and 
preservation or how to perpetuate the records that might be received. 
Although considerable progress has been made in this direction, there 
remain many unsolved problems to which attention has been and will 
have to continue to be given. Following closely on the heels of this 
research on preservation have been surveys to determine how much 
material exists which might logically be considered for accession. 
And finally, with the beginning of accessions, the work has witnessed 
a natural shift to an interest in what to do with material when trans­
ferred to the custody of The National Archives, that is, what service 
can be rendered. 

ACCESSIONS 

During the year a total of 529,880 feet of film was received, of 
which 184,663 feet was nccessioned, and 44,910 feet was returned, 
leaving 300,307 feet on an inspection status. Notable amoQg the ac­
cessions are pictures from the Department of State; educational pic­
tures from the Department of Agriculture; Social Security Board 
pictures; pictures made to stimulate interest in the 'Vorld Power Con­
ference; and pictures covering the second ip nuguration of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. A number of phonographic records were also 
accessioned. 

PRESERVATION 

The budget for the fiscal year covered by this report did not per­
mit the transfer of funds to the National Bureau of Standards for 
research purposes. Close contacts have been maintained, however, 
with that organization and with the National Research Council, and 
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mnch independent work has been carried on by me~bers of the 
Division . 

. E 

.:: 
:. Final specifications were written coverin~ insulated film-storage 
.!; cabinets, which were purchased by the Procurement Division of the 
:.: Treasury Department. A sample cabinet under this contract wus 
~· 
::: received, tested, and approved, and preliminary installation has been 

started. Specifications covering an auxiliary air-conditioning sys­
"' tem for the film vaults were also written, and the preliminary in­c 
... 	 stallation has been completed. Final tests on the cabinets were con­" 
~ :: 	 tinued, and experiments were made both with carbon dioxide and 

If) "' ;.., 
~ 

.. 	 water as cooling agents to prevent the spread of film fire. One in­
t: E 

~ 

§ 
lf 

~ 	 novation, in which a "cascade" type of shelf permits water to fall 
=r:i ~ 

~ 	

on all the containers within a cabinet, seems to merit mention in...; ·= 
~;... .= ;:;'" 

!1 	
this connection. Preliminary experiments indicate that film fires cnn 

r.:l 
t; "' ~ 	 be successfully controlled with a minimum loss. The Division also ~ ;;1 a: 
0 f "" 	 conducted research under the leadership of its laboratory technician 
1- c:
(/' 

:::; 
. "" 	 on cements for film repair work with satisfactory results. 
..; 	 The Chief has been called upon by the Federal Fire Council to 

t::. 	 take extensive part in its work. As chairman of its committee on the h~.. =Q handling and storage of motion-picture, photographic, and X-ray 
~-- film, he conducted an original survey of various ffim depositories?;~
;s: ;: c 
C> ­ within the District of Columbia. 2~-S 
.:<"~ 

SERVICE

!~i 	 In spite of the :fact that many construction changes were being ~ ~ t: made in connection with projection, over five thousand individuals ~ i ­=... 
E--- ..:.. 	 made use of the auditorium. In atldition to auditorium service, the 

Division was called upon to render other services to a great many 
Federal agencies, such as the War Department, the Department of 
the Interior, the Coast Guard, the Bureau of Prisons, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Soil Conservation Service, the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey, the Patent Office, the Children's Bureau, the Pro­
curement Division of the Treasury Department, the Resettlement! 
Administration, the Social Security Board, the Federal Fire Council, 
and tl1e Library of Cong~; and to other organizations including 
Harvard and Stanford Universities, the Nationnl Research Council, 
o.nd the New York Public Library, ns well as some of the motion­
picture producers in the entertainment or theatrical field. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

b l&tallations.-During the year the; following installations of 
equipment have been made: 16mm projector, moviolas and inspec­
tion machines, main draw curtains for the auditorium stage, 11. film­
cleaning unit, and storage equipment. MisceUaneous equipment re­

25118-as...---4 
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ceived and cataloged included cabinets for sound recordings, motion­
picture con"tainers, und accessories. 

Procedure.-Problems covering routine procedure, such as rela­
tions with other divisions on accessions, cataloging, and classification 
and with outsiders on gift accessions, have been studied and progress 
has been mude toward their solution. 

Travel.-Considernble traveling wns <lone by members of the Divi­
sion to attend technical meetings having to dr, with motion-picture 
and sound engineering, to inspect equipment needed in the perform­
ance of the work of the Division, and to make contacts with those 
from whom cooperation may be expected. In connection with these 
trips, several talks and papers were prepared and delivered, and most 
of them have been or will be published. 

Viaito?·s.-A. great many visitors were received from ''arious parts 
of the country and the world at large, indicating widespread interest 
in the work being done. 

DIVISION OF CLASSIFICATION 

(From the report of the Chief, l\11', HILL) 

CLASSIFICATION OF FOOD ADMINISTRATION RECORDS 

The papers of the Food Administration of the World W nr period, 
which occupied the major portion of the time of the Division during 
the period under review, comprise some 17,000 cubic feet or about 
20 percent of the accessions up to July 1, 1937. The work ou them 
during the preceding fiscal year hnd consisted of the determination 
of the series in part of the forty-odu divisions of the Washington 
office. This survey revealed the scope and chnmcter of ench series 
and the division or section, which had produce<! and preserved the 
files. 

With the beginning of the fiscal year 1036-37, the study of the 
relationships of these series and th01 " 'ork of organizing them in a 
logical manner and of developing the definite scheme of classification 
were undertaken. From July 1036 through January 1037 the final 
set-up for each of the divisions of the 'Vnshington office was worked 
out. This involved the study and nrrn.ngement of about 2,850 differ­
ent series of documents. 

Following this work the task of organizing the papers of the Grain 
Corporation, a subsidiary of the Food Administration, nnd those of 
Federal Food Administrators of the several States was taken up. 
Much preliminary work was done on the documents of the Grain 
Corporation, but it did not proceed far enough to permit the setting 
up of a scheme of classification. With respect to the papers from 
the States, those of 28 States and 1 city were completely surveyed 
and classified-a task that involved the examination and determinn-
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tion of the relationships of some 3,000 series. It is estimated that 
the classification of about 11,000 cubic feet of the papers of the Food 
..Administration wns completed by the end of the fiscal year. 

CLASSIFICATION OF OTHER RECORDS 

A. provisional plan of classification was developed for the papers 
-()f the Veterans' Administration, which comprise nearly 35,000 cubic 
feet. The designations for the series of this gtoup are not complete 
in the scheme developed, because the documents received represent 
only a fraction of the papers of one of the seveml divisions into 
.which the agency is divided. Until more of a cross section of the 
records of the agency is received, it will not bCI possible definitely to 
.assign the complete numerical designation. Considerable preliminary 
work wns also done on the ships' logbooks received from the Depart­
ment of the Navy. These ' 'olumes are Jikewi~u only a portion of tht\ 
records of one of the larger bureaus of the Department, so that any 
_plan evolved at this time must be provisional. 

RESEARCH 

Research in the general problem of classification was continued 
throughout the year, and much attention was given to the study of 
the organization, history, nnd functions of the ngencies nnd their 
-subdivisions which were under consideration. Numerous introduc­
tory statements regarding the divisions and sections of the 'Vnsh­
ington office of the Food Administration nnd of the State food 
.administrations were prepared. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

The members of the staff of the Division engaged during the year 
in much scholarly activity. As a by-product of tl1e work on the 
classification of the pnpers of the Food Administration, they pre­
pared on their own time several articles regarding those papers. 
'These have been submitted for publication to outstanding reviews 
and have been accepted. The list of articles with mnguzines in which 
they nrc to appear is ns follows: Almon R. Wright, "The Scholar's 
Interest in the Papers of the United States Food Administration" 
in the American S clwlar,- William D. McCain, "The Papers of tl1e 
Food Administration for Missouri, 1917-1919, in The National Ar­
chives'' in the Missouri Hi8torical Review, and "The Papers of the 
Food Administration for North Carolina, 1917-1919, in The National 
Archives" in the North Oarolina Hi,~torical Review/ Edmond S. 
Meany, "Food Administration Papers for Washington, Oregon, nnd 
Idaho Deposited in The National Archives" in the Pacific Northwest 
·Quarterly; nnd William J. Van Schreeven, "Food Administration 
.Papers for the State of Indiana in The National Archives" in the 
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Indiana Magazine of History. In addition, there were published by 
members of the staff one book, a chapter in another book, and 
numerous book reviews. 

During his annunlleave in February, March, and April, the Chief 
of the Division made an airplane trip to 16 Latin American countries 
in the interest of the Greater Texas and Pan American Exposition 
in Dallas. This trip afforded the opportunity to make visits to the 
National Archive in each of the countries on the itinerary. In some 
of the countries this was the second visit, and in all of them more 
friendly relations were developed, arrangements for exchange of 
publications were effected, and much information in regard to ar­
chival methods and procedure was obtained. Several members of the 
Division attended the annual meeting of the American Historical 
Association at Providence nnd all participated in the annual meeting 
of the Society of American Archivists at Washington. At this latter 
meeting the Chief conducted a round table on ''Archival Practices 
and Procedures", during the course of which a · paper was read by 
Carl L. Lokke of the Division. 

DIVISION OF CATALOGING 

(From the report of the Chiet, 1\lr. ;r, R. RussEJL) 

CATALOGING 

Shortly after the beginning of the fiscal year the Division under­
took the cataloging of the material then in The National Archives, 
and plans were developed for cataloging by units of three different 
types-accessions, divisions, and series. Accession cataloging, which 
treats as a unit the records received as a separate accession, is done 
for all material immediately upon its receipt. Because this acces­
sion unit is so large, it is expected that it will in almost every case 
be broken down into smaller units. The first such break-down has 
been tenned division cataloging, because it will use for its units the 
divisions, offices, and sections of the agency concerned. In a still 
more detailed break-down known as series cataloging, the units are 
the series of documents which have been set up by the classifiers. 
In some cases series cataloging may be done directly after accession 
cataloging, division cataloging being omitted entirely; in other cases 
tl1e material may not warrant such detailed cataloging and division 
cataloging will be the final fonn. A fourth brenk-down, document 
cataloging, is possible; but, because of tl1e immense number of docu­
ments involved, it is unlikely that much of the material will ever be 
cataloged in this way. The cataloging system that has been estab­
lished provides, however, for this possibility. 

In all the types of cataloging, entries are made both under the 
name of the agency that accumulated the records and under the sub­
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jects of which they treat. These entries are filed together in one al­
phabet in what is called the dictionary catalog arrangement. The 
searcher for material in The National Archives is thus able to dis­
cover which records he should consult when he is interested in the 
activities of uny agency or in the study of any subject. The wtit card 
system has been adopted for the catalogs because it provides an 
economical method for making as many entries as are required for 
any unit and because it makes it possible to keep the catalog up-to­
date by the interfiling of cards for material as soon as it is cataloged. 
While the cards resemble in general outline those used in catalogs in 
American libraries and therefore will be readily understood by the 
user, yet, because of the difference between books and archives they 
necessarily differ in the amount and kind of information given on 
them. 

The Division began its actual cataloging according to accessions, 
nnd during the fiscal year 82 accessions, comprising 219,229 linear feet 
of records, were cataloged. For these accessions 2,068 cards were 
typed and filed in the catalogs. Two copies of the complete catalog 
were made, one for general use in the search rooms and the other 
for the use of the staff of The National Archives. O f the 82 collec­
tions cataloged, 14 consisted of either films ot• sound recordings. Be­
cause this material differs greatly from pnpet· records, special rules 
for its cataloging were compiled with the a ssistance of the staffs of 
the Division of Motion Pictures and Sound Recordings and the Di­
vision of Photographic Reproduction and Research, and copies of t he 
master cards were given to the two Divisions. 

Series cataloging was undertaken on the Food Administration rec­
ords in order to develop the methods to be used in this more detailed 
work and to decide whether it would be feasible to catalog the large 
collection of Food Administration material in this way. The cata­
logers completed work on 311 series, comprising 906 linear feet of 
material, for which they prepared 1,442 cards. As results showed 
that it would be impractical to catalog the entire Food Administra­
tion collection by series at the present time, this phase of the work 
was discontinued and division cataloging of the Food Administration 
material was undertaken. This method of cataloging proceeded more 
rapidly, and by the end of the fiscal year the catalogers had com­
pleted the division cataloging of 86 units of the Food Administra­
tion records, comprising 4,17llinear feet, and had prepared 707 ca1·ds 
for the catalogs. The number of cards thus prepared by series and 
division cataloging is only a fraction of the total number that will 
be made for the units concerned, since only the master cards have 
been made. These will later be duplicated by the Division of Pho­
~graphic Reproduction and Research to proYide the additional 
entries necessary. 
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One of the most difficult problems for the Division was the estab­
lishing of a subject-heading system for the catalog. The standard 
lists of subjects used in libraries, while of considerable l1elp, were not 
adequate for work with archival materials. The Division therefore 
begnn the compilation of its own list of subject headings, and 788 
cards were prepared. · 

INDEXES 

The surveying of indexes to records transferred to The Nntional 
Archives is another very important part of the work of the Division. 
The catalogers surveyed and prepared rep01·ts on 219 such indexes, 
consisting of approximately 5,757,807 cards and 377 volumes. Most 
of these indexes had been accessioned with the records, but some had 
been retained by the various agencies. The reports, which summa­
rize important facts about the indexes, describe their technical fea­
tures, and explain their use, were distributed to the Division of Ref­
erence and to the Divisions of Department Archives. As many of 
the indexes received by The National Archives were so badly dis­
arranged that to use them was difficult or impossible, they were­
studied and when discovered to be out of order were refiled, and in 
some cases it was necessary to provide additional guide cards. Dur­
ing the year the Division refiled 76 indexes, consisting of approxi­
mately 191,329 cards, and made 682 new guide cards. 

In or~ler to facilitate the use of the film copy of the Veterans'· 
Administration indexes prepared by the Division of Photogrnphic· 
Reproduction and Research, it wns decided to photograph guides on 
the film at the proper intervals. The work of choosing the proper 
location for these guides was performed by the Division of Cata­
loging. This involved the handling of 2,744 trays of index cards, 
in which the catalogers placed 23,810 guides. Various methods were 
used in photographing the guides in order to determine the most 
efficient way of providing guides on a film. 

The Division made one new index, a subject index to the case rec­
ords of the National Labor Board and the first National Labor Re­
lations Board. A name index to this material accompanied it to The 
National Archives, but it was found that requests were frequently 
made by subject rather than by name, and for that reason the index: 
was compiled. Two copies were made, one being placed in the search 
rooms for general use and the other in the Division of Department 
Archives in which the material is stored. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

At the beginning of the year the catalogers spent part of their· 
time working in the Divisions of Department Archh,es and the Di­
vision of Classification in order to become familiar with the records­
In May 1937 members of the Division visited the Maryland Hull 
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of Records in Annapolis. In December 1936 the Chief of the Division 
visited the Archives Division of· the Illinois State Library and the 
Dlinois State Historical Library nt Springfield and attended the 
mid,vinter conference of the American Library Association in Chi­
cago. All members of the Division attended the annual meeting of 
the Society of American Archivists at ·washington and seven mem­
bers attended the annual conference of the American Library Asso­
ciation at New York. 

A number of librarians and catalogers visited the Division during 
the year and discussed cataloging problems. Those from foreign 
countries included Dr. Wilhelm Munthe, librarian of the University 
of Oslo Liba·n.ry, Oslo, Norway; Dr. James D. Stewart, librn.rian and 
curator of the Bermondsey Public Libraries and Museum, London, 
England; 1\fr. J olm D. Cowley, director of the School of Librarian­
ship, London, England; and Mr. S. Harte Rasmussen, head of the 
map section of the League of Nations Library, Geneva, Switzerland. 

DIVISION OF REFERENCE 

(From the report of tlle Chief, Mr. N. V. RussELL) 

The primary function of the Division of Reference is to make 
the resources of The National Archives available to Government offi­
cials and to scholars. During the fiscal year the Division passed from 
the formative stages of organization and planning to a more routine 
procedure. On November 1, 1936, the central search room was for­
mally opened to qualified investigators and, as the accessions from the 
various Government agencies haYe increased, so has the work of the 
Division. 

SERVICES 

Geneml.-A large number of inquiries come by mnil, entailing o. 
llea\ry correspondence. The staff of the Division wt·ote 2,3'43 letters 
(luring the fiseal year to correspondents in all the States except Ne­
vada and South Carolina, in the District of Columbia, in two Terri­
tories, and in nine foreign countries. The preparation of 1,441 of 
these letters required examination of pension records for the verifica­
tion of the ages of applicants for old-age assistance, the determina­
tion of citizenship, genealogical facts, or other data; 413 of the letters 
were sent to State and local government agencies. Telephone in­
quiries numbered 1,077, of which all but 55 wet·e from Govemment 
agencies. 

Rules and regulations designed for the purpose "of protecting, pre­
serving, and furthel'ing the efficient use of the public records in the 
custody of the Archivist of the United States" were prepared and 
published in December 1936. They require persons desiring to use 
the records to apply for a card of admission, and cards were issued 
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to 118 searchers who, according to the daily register of investigators, 
made 736 visits during the year. Searchers came from 17 diffel'ent 
States, the District of Columbia, Alaska, and Canllda. 

Private 1·eaearch p1'ojects.- The development of The National 
Archives into a center of resem·ch in history and the social sciences 
is reflected in the list of subjects upon which priTate individuals 
consulted its resources during the year. The logbooks of naval vessels 
have aided scholars investigating the operations of the Navy in 
the neighborhood of the Hawaiian I slands during the nineteenth 
century, the visit of Commodore Perry to Japan, and the military con­
quest of California in 1846-47, and have also helped persons compiling 
data concerning the service of individuals in the Nary. Pension rec­
ords have furnished .information to persons compiling biographical 
and genealogical data, including one instance in which the settlement 
of a twenty-million-dollar estate was involved. The Senate files were. 
examined in connection with a book on the Florida treaty of 1819. 
The records of the Food Administration were studied to determine. 
their contents for the States of Indiana, Missouri, 'Vashington, Idaho, 
and Oregon and their generul interest to scholtns. The records of the 
National Labor Board yielded information regarding the wages and 
]lOurS of airplane pilots; those of the N ntional 'Vnr Labor Board 
were searched for data on street milway hearings; and those of the 
Railroad Administration were examined for information on load­
ing methods for automobiles . Of the records of recent emergency 
agencies, those of a Civilian Consermtion Corps camp at Scotland, 
Pa., were studied by a scholar interested in appraising the work of 
the Corps, and those of the National Recovery Administration were. 
searched for data relating to an aviation corporation. In several 
instances the persons engaged in these studies have been furnished 
photostats of material of interest to them. 

Government i1111Jestigationa.-The steady concentration of rec­
ords in the building has also drawn representatives of many Gov­
ernment agencies to The National Archives. The Treasury, 'Var, 
Interior, Justice, Agriculture, Commerce, and Labor Departments, 
and the Railroad Retirement Board, the Maritime Commission, the 
Export-Import Bunk, the National Mediation Board, and the Works 
Progress Administration conducted investigations on numerous prob­
lems, ranging in subject matter from the location of the Natchez Trace 
to the weather in the cotton region of Texas during June and July 
1899. These investigations involved the use of records of the Sen­
ate; of tl1e State, Treasury, Agriculture, and Commerce Depart­
ments; and of the Railroad Administration, the National Recovery 
Administration, the Export-Import Bank, and the National Labor 
Relations Board. 
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Assistance to m embers of Oongress.-Serl'ice was given on records 
in the custody of the Archivist to 23 Senators, 74 Representatives, 
and 1 Territorial Delegate. These services included the loan of 305 
pension files to the House Committee on Pensions and of 23 to the 
Senate Committee. In addition, a considerabll' number of Executive 
orders and proclamations were furnished in the form of printed 
copies or, if such copies were not available, of photostats. Other 
Congressional requests necessitated searches in the Senate files, in 
naval logbooks, and in National Recovery Administration records. 

Photostats and certificatioTUJ.-Orders for photostats and certifica­
tion of records are made through the Division, which is responsible 
for requisitioning the originatl documents from the Divisions of De­
partment Archives, having them reproduced, and transmitting tl1e 
copies, with the order blanks properly filled in, to the office concerned. 
During the fiscal year, 378 requisitions (334 for Goverrunent officials) 
were made for photostats of 1,247 documents, and the sum of $123.08 
was collected for those furnished to private individuals; 164 requisi­
tions (130 for Government officials) were made for copies of 499 docu­
ments to be certified by the Administrative Secretary, and the sum 
of $12.25 was received for certifications made for unofficial use. 

LofmJJ of rccords.-The temporary withdrawal of public records in 
the custody of The N ntional Archives for official use by any agency 
of the Government is permitted, and a number of departments have 
borrowed records-generally records that originated in their own 
offices. The Veterans' Administration, which bas transferred over 
four million pension files to the custody of the Archivist, borrowed 
13,659 files during the year. Of this number 11,219 were returned, 
but 2,315 cases were reopened by the Administration and the cor­
responding files were retained. During the fiscal yettr 44 other loans 
were made to various Government offices, and in five instances the files 
were permanently restored to the office of origin. 

THE STAFF 

At the beginning of the year the Division adopted a plan of study 
and specialization, which is proving to be of great advantage in 
answering inquiries and assisting those who come to the search rooms 
to use the records. Each member of the Division, in addition to 
acquiring a good working knowledge of the Government and its rec­
ords, particularly those in the custody of The National Archives, has 
been making a detailed study of an executive department of the Gov­
ernment. As a result, an increasing amount of information on the 
:records and the functions of the Government departments is being 
assembled in an "information file." 

In handling inquiries relating to records in the custody of the 
Archivist, extensive searching is often required, not only because of 
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the scope and complexity of the subjects themselves, but because at 
present there is only a modicum of catalogs, classification lists, · in­
dexes, and other finding mediums. The members of th!l professional 
staff render service on the documents and cooperate in every way 
possible with Government officials and scholars. They assist investi­
gators or malm searches for officials in ull kinds of Government rec­
ords--from meteorological statistics to Senate committee reports. 
Extensive searches for private individuals cannot be unclertnken by 
the staff because of the pressure of regular work, but such individuals 
are referred upon request to competent professional searchers. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

One of the reference supervisors, Harold Larson, was given leave 
of absence from the Division from August 17, 1936, through April15, 
1937, to direct n.'survey of records in the Virgin Islands for the Survey 
of Federal Archives. As a result of his work n. considerable quantity 
of records was brought to The Nntionnl Archives for permanent 
custody. 

The Division was represented by Elizabeth Drewry, reference asso­
ciate, at the annual meeting of the American Historical Association. 
On February 6, 1937, the Chief of the Division rend a paper on the 
work of The National Archives at the annual history conference 
sponsored by the State University of Iowa. 

DIVISION OF RESEARCH 

(From the report of the Chief, Mr. FurPIN) 

The principal work of the Division for the past year has been the 
<:ompletion of a comprehensive collection of data concerning the move­
ment for the preservation of the archives of the Federal Govern­
ment-a project that was described in the preceding annual report. 
A considerable quantity of additional material has been accumulated 
and added to this collection, and indexes and a table of contents have 
been prepared to maim the data more accessible. 

In connection with the projected "Guide to the Federal Archives 
of the United States", the Division has been assigned the responsibility 
of preparing a bibliography of the history, organization, functions, 
and procedure of the executive departments, independent offices and 
establishments, nnd other agencies of the Federal Government. The 
first step was to search the card catalog of tho Library of Congress 
for appropriate items, and at the end of the year 12,000 titles had 
been selected. 'Vhen the process of selection has been completed, 
printed Library of Congress curds for the items chosen will be pur­
chased and used as the basis for the bibliography. Subsequently other 
available sources of information, including the Iibmries of Govern­
ment agencies, will be consulted to make the bibliography as com-
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-plete as possible. The Division also selected, arranged, and classified 
for the Director of Publications, who is in charge of the prepara­
t ion of the guide, a large number of Executive orders relating to the 
·organization, functions, or records of Government agencies. An in­
ventory of Federal court records outside the District of Columbia, 
which was compiled by workers of the Survey of Federal Archives, 
:is being edited by the Division and will be available for use in the 
preparation of the portion of the guide dealing with the arcl1ives 
·of the Federal courts. 

The Chief of the Division has continued to serve as chairman of 
the committee on fire record of the Federal Fire Council and to com­
pile information concerning fires in GoYernment buildings from the 
beginning of the Federal Government to 1036. An investigation 
was recently undertaken to ascertain whether brancl1es of the Gov­

·ernment report promptly all fires occurring in their respective build­
ings, and a report on the subject was presented to tho Federal Fire 
·Council. 

DIVISION OF THE LIBRARY 

(From the report of the Chief, Ml". DAMn) 

ACCESSIONS 

A total of 69,913 pieces were receh•ed by the library during the 
-year. From the Superintendent of Documents two copies of all pub­
lications issued by the Government Printing Office were received as 
]Jrovided by law. These totaled 31,320 pieces, of which 16,495 were 
•Congressional bills, calendars, slip laws, and the like. 

Some 30,000 pieces were transferred to The National Archives, 
without cost except for transportation, by other agencies of the 
Federal Government. Most of them were printed Government docu~ 
"1Ilents, and many could have been obtained otherwise only with great 
.difficulty and at considerable expense of time and money. Particular 
"'lllention should be made of the transfer of 1,182 pieces :from the lib· 
rnry of the American Legation at The Hague, 602 from the State 
Department, 7,392 from the War Department, 2,087 from the Navy 
Department, 482 from the Interior Department, 319 from the Inter­
state Commerce Commi ssion, 610 from the Superintendent of Docu­
·ments, 106 from the Library of Congress, 2,856 from the District 
Court in Wilmington, Del., and 2,33!) from the offices of the Customs 
Service in Philadelphia, Pa. The last two groups were located and 
t heir transfer was effected through the instrumentality of the Survey 
·of Federal Archives, as were 8,645 items from other Government 
.agencies and non-Government libraries from Maine to California. 
'The total received by transfer, by gift, rmd by exchange was 31,362. 

In the purchase of materials for the library the principles of selec­
-tion described in the report of the DiYision for the fiscal year 1936 
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have been followed. A total of 400 requisitions for 1,437 titles ware· 
prepared and sent to the Division of Purchase and Supply. From 
that Division 7,231 pieces were received, many of which had been 
1-equisitioned in the preceding fiscal year. At the end of the year­
11253 titles on requisition had not been received, and of this number 
716 had been on requisition since the fiscal year 1936. While many 
of these are books that are out of print, a number are items that 
publishers or book dealers could supply if orders were sent directly 
to them. The requirement that books be bought according to the 
competitive bidding system has increased the difficulty of obtaining 
promptly books that are desired for the library and probably has 
increased their cost. 

At the end of the fiscal year the library was receiving 117 peri­
odicals other than those published by Government agencies and hen~ 
received according to law. Of these 19 were being received by gift 
and 17 by exchange. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE LIBRARY 

Physically the books, pamphlets, and other material acquired dur­
ing the past 2 years haYe been divided into several groups. In 
December most of them except Government publications were placed 
on the open shelves in the east and west search rooms. Current peri­
odicals were placed on special shelving in the west search room, and 
atlases were shelved in n map case in the east search room. Govern­
ment publications were arranged in the gallery. Pamphlet material 
was placed in a vertical file in the workroom. Certain technical pub­
lications and some duplicates of other publications were deposited on 
indefinite Joan in the offices of a number of the divisions of The 
National Archives. 

While no classifying or catnloging was done during the year be­
cause of the need to devote as much time as possible to the acquiring 
of books and to making them available for use, considerable work 
preliminary to cataloging was done. ·Books in the search rooms were 
arranged on the shelves roughly according to a provisional plan of 
classification based upon that of the Library of Congress. The Gov­
ernment documents in the gallery were placed in order according to 
a modification of the Superintendent of Documents plan of classifi­
cation. Cards on which to check the annual reports nnd other serial 
publications in the, library were prepared, and acquisitions to date 
of such publications of n number of Government departments were 
checked. The library's holdings of the Congressional set of Govern­
ment documents and of the Annals of Congress, the Register of 
Debates, the Congressional Globe, and the Congressional Record were 
checked in a copy of tlm Checklist of United State.& Public Docu-
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·m ent, . The volumes in the Congressional set were assigned their 
proper serial numbers. 

Early in the year a bookplate, designed by the Division of Photo­
graphic Reproduction and Research, was approved and put into use. 
A total of 3,049 volumes were plated and perforated and 1,501 pam­
phlets and unbound publications were perforated only. 

SERVICE 

In December 1936 when books and periodicals were placed in the 
east and west search rooms, an assistant, wit.h a desk in the west 
search room, was placed in charge of the matel'ial in these rooms and 
in the gallery. This assistant keeps a record of. books lent to members 
of the staff and gives assistance to those who request it in locating 
books or obtaining information. During the year 81559 books and 
periodicals were lent to staff members for use in their offices. Others 
were used in the search rooms. 

Among the most helpful services that the library can render to 
members of the staff and to otl1ers is the proparation of book lists 
and bibliographies. While the more pressing work of the Division 
has left little time for bibliographical work, a beginning has never­
theless been made. The preparation of a bibliography of works on 
archival economy or descriptive of archival and m~nuscript collec­
tions was begun. By the end of the fiscal year information regarding 
1,026 titles had been typed on cards and made available in this form 
for use by members of the staff. Of these titles 609 are in the library. 
A checklist of the publications of the United States Food .Adminis. 
tration, the records of which have been transferred to The National 
Archives, was also in progress. The Division of Research began the 
preparation of an extensive card bibliography of the history, organ­
ization, and functions of the several agencies of the Government, 
which upon completion will be deposited in the library. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

In his capacity as National Director of the Survey of Federal 
Archives, the Chief of the Division visited units of the Survey in 
24 States, and in a number of these he made calls upon local libraries 
and archival organizations. He attended meetings of the Southern 
Historical Association, the American Historical Association, the. 
Mississippi Valley Historical Association, and the American Library 
Association, a regional conference on legal records in New York City, 
and a regional conference of executives of midwestern historical 
agencies in Chicago. The head cataloger attended the atmual meeting 
of the American Library Association. 
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DIVISION OF THE FEDERAL REGISTER 

(From the report or the Director, 1\lr. I{ENNEDY) 

DAILY ISSUE 

During the fiscal year 1937, 5,078 '"documents", as defined in ther­
Federal Register. Act, were submitted by 79 Government agencies ­
for printing in the daily issues of the Fedetal Register. Of this. 
number 4,645 were actually published and 433 were deemed not to b~ 
of general applicability and legal effect. During the year 254 daily 
issues comprising 3,176 pages were printed. These issues were sup­
plemented by 12 indexe~S monthly, 2 quarterly (September n.nd. 
March), 1 semi-annual (June), and 1 "annual" (December). The. 
"annual" index, however, covered less than a year, inasmuch as th~ 
first daily issue of the Federal Register was not published until. 
March 14, 1936. Since November 193G the daily edition of the Fed­
eral Reg~ter hn.s been 7,700 copies, of which 5,500 are sent free of 
charge to employees of the United States Government. 

The daily issues of the Federal Register for the calendar year 1936,.. 
which constitute volume 1 of the publication, were reprinted and 
bound in two parts and were released in June 1937. In accordance.· 
with the instructions of the administmtive committee of the Federal 
Register, five thousand sets of volume 1 were printed. Approximately­
two thousand of 'these were requested by Government officials, one seb. 
was furnished to each member of Congress, and the remaining sets. 
were placed on sale by the Government Printing Office. 

CODIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS 

The Federal Register Act required each Government agency to. 
prepare and file with the administrative committee of the Federal 
Register a complete compilation of documents promulgated by that.. 
agency which were in force and effect and relied upon by the agency 
as authority for any of its activities on March 14, 1936, when publi­
cation of the Federal Registm· began. Representative Emanuel Celler,. 
of New York, introduced a bill in the Seventy-fourth Congress ~ 
substitute a codification of the documents for the compilation, but nO>· 
action was taken on the measure. He reintroduced it in the Seventy­
fifth Congress as H. R. 5721, entitled "A Bill to amend the Federal 
Register Act." This bill was approved June 19, 1937, and by its.. 
provisions each Government agency is required to prepare and file on 
July 1, 1938, and every 5 years thereafter, "a complete codification of­
all documents which, in the opinion of the agency, have general 
applicability and legal effect and which have been issued or promul­
gated by such agency and are in force and effect and relied upon by 
the agency as authority for, or invoked or used by it in the dischar~ 
of, any of its functions or activities on June 1, 1938." 
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Just before the close o:f the fiscal year 1936-37, letters were sent to 
each Federal agency asking that it name a liaison officer or committee 
to direct the work of preparing the codification for that agency and 
to meet with the board which is to coordinate the codifications. 

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 

The administrative committee of the Federal Register, which is 
composed of the Archivist, an officer of the Depnrtment of Justice 
designated by the Attorney General, rmd the Public Printer, met four 
times during the past year. Judge N. A. Townsend, ~pecial Assistant 
to the Attorney Genernl, was appointed to fill the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of John Dickinson, formerly Assistant Attorney 
General and Department of Justice representative on the committee. 

A third edition of tho Federal Register Regulations was prepared 
in accordance with instructions from this committee, and it wn.s ap­
proved by the President and issued in January 1937. The revised 
R egulations contain some changes in designations of authority under 
which rules, regulations, and orders are issued by executive agencies 
and increase the classes of documents printed in the Federal Register 
to include Executive orders amending civil-service rules. 

Numerous letters from subscribet·s have suggested expansion of the 
scope of the Federal Register so as to include the publication of cer­
tain documents not now published. As a result of this demand and 
with the authorization of the administrative committee, a study of 
this question was made and an extensive report was prepared for the 
committee. 

As a further result of demands from subscribers, letters were sent 
to all Federal agencies which have the authority to promulgate docu­
ments of general applicability and legal effect, asking them to provide 
their rules and regulations with suitable titles, headnotes, or tables 
of contents explaining the nature of the documents. In general, the 
response to this request has been satisfactory. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Through constant effort to reach potential new subscribers, the num­
ber of paid subscriptions was increased 454 percent during the year. 
Paid subscriptions on July 1, 1936, totaled 468; during the year 2,622 
new subscriptions or renewuls were received, but 967 subscriptions 
'vere discontinued, leaving 2,123 on the books on June 30, 1937. 

It is interesting to note that 920 subscribers have entered upon their 
second year of using the Fedm·al Register,- thc.t only 72 of the 2,123 
present subscriptions are for less than a year ; that 34 foreign sub­
scriptions have been received; that every State in the United States 
is represented among the subscribers; that the five areas having the 
most subscribers are New York, the District of Columbia, Illinois, 
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California, and Pennsylvania, in that order; that 1,036 of the sub­
scribers are lawyers or law firms; and that the greatest percentage of 
increu.sc in subscriptions has occurred in the group classifications of 
libraries, municipal govet·nments, banks, and business houses. Ap­
proximately 1,000 requests for information or sample copies of the 
Federal RegisteT were received during the year. 

VALUE TO SUBSCRIBERS 

Some idea of the benefit which subscribers nre dedving from the 
Federal RegisteT can be obtained from the following excerpts from 
letters received by the,Division. 

From the librarian of a large insurance company: 
I have been grateful for the Federal Register. It hns been very useful. 

Port of its usefulness has been because of Its promptness of publication. I have 
been able to find orders, etc., in 1t before they appeared elsewhere. 

From an attorney: 
I am enclosing check for renewal of my subscription to the Federal Register. 

I wont to take advantage of this opportunity to congratulate you and your 
stnt'l upon the work you hn,·e done nnd the progress you hnYe mode toward 
filling the need which this publication is designed to fill. I find the publication 
of great usefulness nnd know that It will prove increasingly useful to all members 
of the bar and the publlc ns time goes ou. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The drafts of 281 Executive orders and proclamations were ex­
amined and edited as necessary nnd were forwarded to The White 
House during the year, and 309 signed Executive orders and pl·oclama­
tions were received from The White House. From July through 
November 1936, numerous printed copies and 132 photostats of Execu­
tive orders and proclamations were furnished Government agencies 
for official use. Subsequent to November such requests have been 
handled by the Division of Reference. 

In August 1936 the Director of the Division attended the annual 
meeting of the American Bar Association, and in January 1937 he met 
with the committee on publications of the Council of State Govern­
ments to discuss with them the feasibility of State publications similar 
to the Federal Register. 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

(From the report of the Executlve Officer, Mr. ILuuus) 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS 

'Vith the appointment of a Chief of the Division of Printing and 
Binding on October 16, 1936, and of a head of the stenographic pool 
on August 3, 1936, the organization of the administmtive divisions 

RBPORTS OF OFFIC'ES A...'l'D DIVISIONS 57 
.and sections was completed. Brief extracts from the reports of these 
divisions and sections, which are supervised by the Executive 
Officer, are given below, nnd in the case of the Division of Photo­
graphic Reproduction and Research, a separate report is submitted 
because of the highly specialized nature of and the general interest 
in its work. 

The Executive Oflicer also has immediate supervision of the law 
derk, who was appointed on October 1, 1936, and was charged with 
reading and extracting information of interest to The National 
Archives from the dedsions of the Attorney General and the Comp­
troller General and from the Oongreesional Record and the Federal 
R egisteT/ of the nunres in the welfare room, who gave 9,049 treat ­
ments during the year to members of the stnff and other workers 
in the building; and of the cabinet maker, who received and filled 74 
work orders and made numerous minor repairs to furniture and 
equipment. 

Divisian of PurclU13e and Supply.-During the fiscal year 1937 
nppmximately 3,500 requisitions for supplies and equipment were sub­
mitted to the Division. In order to fill the requisitions that were 
approved, 1,844 purchase orders were issued, and 771 contracts were 
executed in acceptance of lowest bids received in response to invita­
tions. Vouchers to the number of 1,808 have been promptly prepared 
for the settlement of all accounts due, and without exception all have 
been certified for payment by the General Accounting Office substan­
tially as submitted. A large number involYed administrative deduc­
tions for liquidated damages chargeable to the contractors in accord­
1ance with the terms of the contracts, and a considerable saving of 
appropriated moneys has been effected thereby. 

Division of Personnel and Pay Roll.-There were 3 ,481 new appli­
.tions received in the Division during the fiscal year, bringing the 

pplications now on file to 23,907. Each of the new applicat ions was 
carefully examined with reference to the training and previous expe­
rience of the applicant, and 1,760 were found eligible for further con­
sideration and were classified according to the type and grade of work 
for which each applicant was best qualified. Interviews with 1,137 
applicants were held during the yenr, 824 stenogmphic and typing 
tests were given , and letters of inquiry were sent out concerning 373 
applicants. Tho majority of the classified applications were in cir­
culation during the year, being routed to the heads of offices and chiefs 
of divisions for their consideration from time to time. 

A total of 110 positions, some of which were identical additional 
positions, were classified by the Division and allocated by the Person­
nel Classification Division of the Civil Service Commission during 
the fiscal year. This figure includes 10 reclassifications, that is, posi­
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tions the duties and responsibilities of which had so increased o.s to 
justify a change in grade. There have now been classified and allo­
cated a total of 642 positions for The National Archives. 

Appointments in The National Archives were given 87 persons dur.­
ing this fiscal year; 13 separations were recorded, however, leaving a. 
total of 249 employees as of June 30, 1937, a net increase of 74 
employees over the preceding year. 

The aggregate pay roll for personal services prepared by this Divi.­
sion for the fiscal year was $489,035. Of tlus amount $273,190 was 
expended for salaries of employees engaged in professional activities; 
$49,217 for those having to do with publications, including the 
Federal Register,- and $166,628 for those engaged in administrative 
work. . 

Division of Finance and Accounts.-This Division, under the gen­
eral supervision of the Executive Officer, allocated appropriation 
funds to the amount of $615,579 and supervised obligations and ex­
penditures amounting to $607,185 during the year, and kept the neces­
sary accounts in connection therewith. 

Division of the Central Files.-During the fiscal year this Division 
established and developed a filing system 'vhich effectively handled 
all correspondence and material submitted by the various divisions of 
The National Archives, and 21,015 pieces were received and filed. 

Division of P1•inting and Binding.-This Division began to func­
tion on October 16, 1936, with the appointment of Harry M. Forker as 
Chief. From July 1, 1936, to October 15, 1036, a total of 38 requisi­
tions hnd been sent to the Public Printer, representing nn encumbrance 
of $1,062. From October 16, 1036, to the end of the fiscal year a total 
of 276 requisitions were prepared nnd forwarded to the Public Printer, 
representing an encumb1•ance of $9,622. During the httter period 215 
finished jobs were received from tl1e Government Printing Office, were 
inspected, and wel'C approved for distribution. 

Stenograpltic pool.-Caroline C. Covington wns appointed as head 
of the stenographic pool on August 3, 1936, at which time there were 
16 stenographers and typists in the pool. During the year 14 stenogl·a­
phers and typists were transferred to various offices and divisions and 
23 others were employed. Except in cases of emergencies or rush 
jobs, stenographers and typists were assit,rned to the different offices on 
a weekly basis. 

Mail section.-This section received and distributed 96,306 pieces 
of mail and 765 telegrams during the year. It also checked, folded, 
inserted in envelopes or wrapped, sealed, and dispatched 244,235 
pieces of mail and sent 104 telegrams. 

Messenger and tramportation se1'Vir.e.-In addition to ope1·ating the 
messenger and guide service within the building, the serYice made 
78 transfers of archiYal material and library books, returned 39 
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shipments of property to Government agencies, and made 3,113 outside 
messenger trips. 

Telephone switchboard.-The switchboard handled a total of 
147,957 calls during the year. 

BUILDING AND EQUIPMENT 

A large portion of the time of tl1e Executive Officer is taken up 
with matters pertaining to the building and grounds. During the 
fiscal year 1937 the following areas and offices, which had not been 
mmpleted on June 30, 1936, were either completed or were placed in 
such condition that they could be occupied and used: The division 
offices on the twentieth tier, east and west, a portion of the perma­
nent receiving room, room 106, nine offices on the sixth floor, the 
cloak rooms in the Pennsylvania Avenue entrance lobby, and room 
G-137 which was partitioned to provide additional space for the 
Divisions of Photographic Reproduction and Research and of Repair 
and Preservation. By the end of the year the murals had been placed 
in the Exhibition Hall and the special lining for the exlubit co.ses 
had been installed, the card catalog trays had been placed around the 
wall in the central search room, and the opera chairs had been ~ installed in the auditorium. 

The contract for the extension to the building wo.s completed on 
February 197 the final inspection was made on April 1, and the final 
payment was mude by the Public 'Works Branch of the Treasury 
Department on June 22. The completion of this contract provides 
The National Archives with 29 additional stack areas. After stack 
equipment has been installed in the extension, The National Archives 
will huve an udditional1,120,04:9 cubic feet of document area with a 
storage capacity of 448,813 cubic feet. 

By June 30, 1937, the manual fire·alarm stations and the watch­
man stations hnd been put into operation in the entire original build­
ing; the aero system, wluch sets off un alarm immediately in case of 
fire, had been installed in the receiving room, in the trucking room~ 
and in u number of the stuck spuces; and the automatic burglar­
alarm system, which records in the office of the captain of the guard 
any entrance into or any noise within un area, had beon installed in 
the same stnck spaces. Other installations during the year includeJ 
the hydraulic press for the Division of Repair and Preservation, the 
table for the cleaning of film for the Division of Motion Pictures and 
Sound Recordings, and the temporary film-storage c~tbinets for the 
storage of film while it is being processed, viewed, nnd studied by 
the ]utter Division. 

The following work was unfinished at the end of the fiscal year 
1937: The cutting of a window in room G-7, occupied by the Divi­
sion of the Centrnl Files; the erection of a storeroom for tl1e National 
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· ·Park Service on the loading platform m the trucking room; the par­

titioning of a central workroom for the cabinet maker; and the par­f. l.j tition_ing of the offices of the.Chiefs of th~ ~~visions of _Depn.~tment 

Arcluves. In the area occupied by the DIVISion of Motion Pictures 


ll 	 nnd Sound Recordings, although the film vaults ha~ been prepared 
for the installation of a special air-conditioning umt, the purchase 
nnd installation ~f the u~it was delayed by Inc~ of funds, and the j 
shelves and specutlly designed film-storage .c~bmets had. no~ been 
instnlled in the vaults. A contract for addition~l pnnehng m t~e 
auditorium had been let, but the wor~ was unfimshe?; and certam 
.changes on the. thirtee~th ti.er to permit the ~onstruction of a work­
room for tt·eatmg. ~otion~piCture film were mcomplete. . 

Under the provlstons of the second contract for the eqmpment of 
•the stack areas, stack equipment, incl?ding cot!tain?rs for docut;tents, 
!1nd been installed by June 30! 1937, m the tlurd tier east and m ~he 
tenth, eleventh, and twelfth tiers, wes~ and southwest, thus making 
:nvnilnble for use a total of 80,144 cub1c feet of document area and 
29,454 squnrc feet of floor area. . 

The third stack contract was awarded on April 6, 1937, and pro­
vided for the instn~lation w~thin 120 day~ of metal ~tack columns and 
metal floors only, m the tlnrteenth to nmeteenth tiers of the nort~1-
west, southwest, south, southeast, and northeast stack spaces, and m 
the sixtcen~h and ~v?nteent~l t!ers of the north stack spnce, all of 

I 

I 
which are m the or1gmal bmldmg. . 

Under the fourth stack contact, which was let on June 10, 1937, 
metal stack columns, metal floors, cork composition floor covering, 
and metal shelvmg, ' but no document contnmers, are to ' 'd dbe provi e 
for the entire extension of the building, with the following excep­
tions: The third tier in all parts of the extension, which will be 
reserved for the Division of Maps and Charts and will be equipped 
with portable map cases already contracted for, and the nineteenth, 
twentieth nnd twenty-first tiers in the northeast central stack space, 
which wih be reserved for the use of the Division of Photographic ' 
Reproduction and Research in conditioning and storing still film 
and in processing microfilm. 

MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 

The Executive Officer continued to serve as liaison between The 
National Archives and the National Archives Association, and in 
March 1937 he became a member of the bonrd of directors and chair­
man of the credit committee of the National Archives Employees' 
Federal Credit Union. During the Y.enr he also attended the annual 

l 	 meetings of the American Historical Association and of the Society r 
of American Archivists. 
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DIVISION 	OF PHOTOGRAPHIC REPRODUCTION AND RESEARCH 

(From the 	report ot the Chief, l'llr. TATE) 

The year 1936-37 has served to clarify the diversified a~tivities ~f 

this Division and a distinct tendency toward stratificatiOn of Its 

work is evide~t. Four classes of activities predominated: (1) Photo­
graphic work including the making of photographs of various kinds, 

microphotogr~phy, photostatic work, and the photo~aphic ~esto~·a-
tion of documents; (2) photo-mechanical and mechnmcal services, m-

eluding the reproduction of forms, form letters, memorunda, and the 

like by means of the multilith process, the making of addressograph 

plates and the mechanical side of maintaining a . mailing list, and the 

use of plan-copying equipment for the repro~uctton both of pl.n?s ~nd 

of limited quantities of typewritten materml; (3) the cond1t1onmg 

and storage of still film; and ( 4) research into the applications of 

photography and similar processes to document~tion~ . 


lSome 6,000 	photographic negatives and p~mts, 2,383t149 mtcro­
copies, and 	15,214 photostats were made du~mg the yetu:. In the 
field of mechanical and photo-mechanical servtces 669,930 pteces were 
produced by the multilith process from 1,004 duplicnting plates, 3,568 
addressograph plates were prepared, and 23,788 pieces w.ere run 
through the addressing muchine. Although the plnn-copymg rna­
chine was not available until the closin~ks of the year, 01 square 
feet of copy were produced on it. Miscel~aneous work included. the 
mounting 	of 3,505 photographs, tl~e mnkmg ~~ 135 lantern shdes, 
and the completion of various exper1mental proJects. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK 

General.-The photographic work has been exceedingly diversified 
during the past year. The routine photographing of records in de­
positories or in transit and of buildings in which records have been 
stored has been continued and expanded. The resulting pho~g_rnphs, 
many of which are now irreplaceable, show the exact cond1t10n of 
various archival depositories before the transfer of all or part of their 
contents to the National Archi~es Building. Ship~ents of records 
in transit were photographed to Illustrate the precautiOns tnkcn when 
valuable papers are being moved. Additional photographs were taken 

• 	 • • ' } d '} f ' 
of tbe NatiOnal Arcluves Bmldmg to s ww ctm s o Its construe­
tion and use. Photographs of equipment undergoing tests nt the 
National Bureau of Standards were mude for purposes of record. 
Full tone and line copies of documents in The ~ntionnl ArchiYcs were 
made, and so~e of them have been used by vurious publications. 

Microfihning.-Two large projects of microfilming undertaken dur­
ing the year were the reproduction of the Veterans' Administ.rntion 
index and the reproduction of the "refer from" cards at the L1brnry I
of Congress. 
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The Veterans' Administration index, o. file of some 2,600,000 cards, 
is being reproduced ~cause the transfer to The National Archives o:f o. 
portion of the indexed records, while the remainder is retaineu by the I! Administration, makes it imperative that a copy of the index be 
available in both places. It was economically undesit·able to repro­

'
,, 

duce these cards by other than photographic methods. A rotary, high­ " 
speed, co.rd~copying, microphotographic machine, specially equipped H 
for photographing multicolored cards, was purcha.c;ed for The National 
Archives and later three similar machines were rented. It was deter­
mfned to use 16mm single perforate film and to reproduce the cards 
at a ratio of reduction of 17 diameters to 1. As the film is to be used 
in reading machines, a fairly elaborate coding system for card loca­
tion was devised. 'Vith the cooperation of the Division of Cataloging, 
numbered "guides", which are projected on the screen of the reading 
machine as brief flashes of light, were placed at intervals of about n every 100 cards throughout the file. The numbers of the flashes on [I 
each roll of film and the names thut immediately follow each of them 
are typed on slips of paper affixeu to the container that holds the roll. 
This makes it possible to determine between which flashes the desired 
entry will be found. When the film is placed in a reading machine, 
the render cnn quickly turn to the desired name by counting the flashes 
as they pass over the reading sct·een. Cataloging experts state that 

~this method of locating cards on film is as rapid as the use of an 
ordinary card index. . 

The "refer from" cards at the Library of Congress presented a 
somewhat different problem. The file is unique and cannot be re­
moved from the Library; hence, personnel from this Division was 
sent with a portable camera to make film copies of approximately 
17,000 cards. The copies are to be enlarged on special photographic L 

paper and duplicate prints are to be made in order that two sets of 
the cards (one for the Division of Cataloging and one for the Division 
of the Library) will be available in The National Archives. 

Photostatio work.-An increasing volume of photostatic work hns r1 
been required during the year, including the making of copies of 
documents in The National Archives for official purposes and for 
private use. The photostat machine was also used for making copies 
for the National Archives library of material which could not be 
procured by purchase and of borrowed notes and manuscript reports 
pertaining to materials in the custody of The National Archives. 

PHOTO·MECHANICAL AND MECHANICAL SERVICES 

It has been possible during the year virtually to complete a small 
but weii-rounded duplicating unit. Duplicated materials include 
form letters, forms, memoranda, reports on useless papers, and similar 
intra-organization materials. The process of duplicating should not 
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be confused with printing, however, u.s all tl1e printing for The Na­
tional Archives is done at the Government Printing Office u.s provided 
by law. 

One entirely new system of duplicating has been inaugurated. 
This process, known u.s "direct image'' duplicating, requires 11. special 
typewriter and a carbon-paper ribbon for preparing metal plates 
from which copies are made on the multilith machines. The resultant 
product is similar in appearance to typewritten material and is far 
more permanent than hectograph or mimeograph copies, which cost 
approximately the same amount. 

The operation of the plan-copying machine is another phase of 
photo-mechanical activity. The machine includes a three-tube, mer­
cury-vapor, continuous printer and a continuous-developing machine. 
Tracings, photographic negatives, and typewritten materials may be 
duplicated at 11. cost of about 2 cents a square foot. Direct positive 
copies are mnde without an intervening negative step; nnd , as am­
monia vapor instead of water is used in developing the image, paper 
shrinkage is reduced to a minimum. The paper is not highly sensi­
tive, nml the entire process mny be performed in an ordinary lighted 
room. 

CONDITIONING AND STORAGE OF NEGATIVES FOR STILL PICTURES 

In view of the large amount of film and other negatives for still 
pictures in Government depositories, space has been allocated in the 
National Archives Building for the establishment of conditioning 
labomtories nnd for the installation of suitable storage vaults and 
containers for negntives of different types, but no equipment hns 
hPen insln lied as yet. As nitrate film offers decided fire, gas, and 
t•xplosion hazards, und as glass negatives are extremely fragile, suit­
tble containers must be designed for them, and tl1is work l1as been 
undertnlwn. Meanwhile, through the cooperation of the Division of 
Motion Pictures and Sound Recordings, it has been possible to accept 
287 rolls of aerial-mapping film and 204 mosaic 20" x 24" nitrate 
negutives, which have been stored temporarily in the vaults of that 
Division. A new process of film duplicating may make it possible to 
dupli cate dangerous nitrate film directly on a nonexplosive safety film 
base for long-time storage and use. 

RESEARCH PROBLEMS 

Research has been carried on continuously throughout the year, 
and much of it hns been integrated and correlated with work proceed­
ing in other parts of the country. The most important investigat ions 
were those dealing with photography and documentation. An inquiry 
into the merits of particular photographic emulsions, bases, developing 
and fixing formulas, and printing paper was made in an effort to 
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ascertain and classify the possible uses of the various materiuls in 
The National Archives. In the acquisition of equipment, it was 
necessary to investigate thoroughly the offerings of various manufac­
turers. .Among the larger pieces of equipment acquired were a high­
intensity, mercury-vapor lamp, a circular, cold-quartz lamp, n rotary 
card-copying machine especially designed for photographing multi­
colored cards, a projection reading machine, a miniature camera and 
accessories, an 8" x 10" enlarger, a paper cutter, a paper-drilling 
machine, a direct-image typewriter, n plan-copying machine, a bound­
volume copying camera, and a reflex camera. 

The reproduction of colored documents in monocl1rome and in color 
has been investigated, and the dnta accumulated may also be applied 
in reproducing faded and washed-out documents. The use of infrared 
sensitive materials in the reproduction of charred and burned docu­
ments was studied with some success, and the investigations are being 
continued. 

Studies were undertaken in low-cost methods of producing a limited 
number of copies of documents needed for current use by the staff of 
The National Archives. Several methods were tested and Sttmples 
'verc procured, but no definite decision has yet been made as to the 
most suitable process. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

As a member of a committee of the Federal Fire Council, the Chief 
of the Division attended several conferences and prepared muterial 
on fires and on the photogratphic restoration of damaged documents. 
He was appointed on the committee on photographic equipment nnd. 
mechanical techniques of the Society of .American Archivists, and hll 
represented the Society at the organization meeting of the .American 
Documentation Institute. He was also appointed adviser to the com­
mittee on terminology and to the committee on photographic repro­
duction of library materials of the American Library Association. 
The latter committee is actively engaged in investigating micropho­
tography and its application to the work of libraries: archival estab­
lishments, and similar institutions. A large number of conferences 
were held with members of this committee to di scuss equipment, pro­
cedure, and results; and in addition a report on reading equipment for­
microcopies was prepared for tl1e committee and assistance was ren­
dered in compiling a vocabulary on microcopying. 

The Chief of the Division read papers on microphotograplty before· 
the New York Chapter of the Special Libraries Association and at the 
annual meeting of the American Libmry Association, and l1e gave an 
extemporaneous talk on microphotography and The National Archives 
before the Harvard University Library Club. From October 19 to­
November 7, 1936, he made an inspection tour of the libraries of Yale,. 
Brown, and Harvard Universities, where documentary problems ap­

C'ONGRF.Ss or Tilt UNlTED STAT ES. 
l PkUt~TA11Vt-S, 

.II....Uy, 2.(14 A•S~~JI r7(jg, ' \ '\N \.-- •
RESOLvr.o, 

• e 
n T i'l'tSnt..n .. ,.o Ha" u o r Ru•ui NT A· ". ':., 

·nvu o, TU.t UNSTlD STATU o r AVI.I.JC A : H Co,. G&u a l .: . 
·~·..'~"...o, ,..., ·~~n~;-~r ~M>~h u,.,rn t •. rt.,r'•• Th21 U'HUIIT,.;y 
r,. 10 11owm11 ArtK:KS"" prnptfrd to •hf L<B•L • Im • lhdc>enl 
St~tc~. • • Antrndmtntllo the Con!litur~ofdle: Uni1c1l Statr.l, all 
or any of,.t?clt An id<'l wh•!'!P"fird 1~ chrn: fo.,nhs nf the f•id 
~gtllatur("S1 tn be \'atul Ul al~n:J otna pttrpofC''i il4 pa rt o f t!n: 

j 
fold l.onlluuuon-VrL 

, \RT!CLES rn •dcliuon ID, •n<lamondmem nf, 1he ConlliMion uf 
1he Unued States of Amcnco, pniJIOfcd ~y Ccmgrrf•, and rA!ifi<d 
by 1hc LcKclbrurM nf the f.-c~>l Sratcs, purfuant "' 1hc l• fth Aru· 
clc: of the onguul Canlhtuuon. 

A 

•.;.
A R T I C L E TIIO F I R S T. 

Mtct the firi1 cnuii1Cr.tt ron, r<qul{ed b) •h· flrll \ tr ·de pfthc 
eonn""'WP~ u.,u,.,.j\!(j;;rr\"ntaun Cor ctTTyduuythou·

fandt UnCI t ftUmJM.r fh .1aQUQl If O~L~•r ••b1rb ~~ 

tiiC prcporuon dholl he fo r<gu b ion~ then: lhaU 

be not Jcl\ tl= one hundmlllcl'f'<rc nor ldi than one Rr­
pmmtoti>e ror"'"'T ronr t~.oorand •• umrl the nu01bcr or 

RA.p~nl•tn-n Chal amnunl 111 two d,..d, after whrch the~ 

!"'"idlflhall bcfo '!&ul••«l by Loo~ f<, hotthcrclhall not be Jdj • · ... 

than two hundred Rc.·prcfn,l.ut\rs, 1 It tlun or.e ~td'rnt~ti~c 

for e•·ery lifty dl<luG.nd p<rlanL 

A R T•l (' L EJ{.,)')f.jj.J:..~:JcJ.J.- 9-c~~,....J,.J;,~ 
No ..... \'l t")'lnl the cnm~nr~uonf!~tl me:n:t rc ~ ~I 

lhali.Ue clfcd, unul an elcn10n of ""''rdcnt•u«• lhll hav. m 
tervcncd. OJ 

~ " 'i1!":'J ~ t ~ K"'~ '/'1;:.< """"' ,,,,...J~= ~~ ...,.r,;~...... 
. ~ 'lbA' .-J.f'.!}_l,t,_C~7£1. ;t,_• f 0 U R H. ­
6'rlf'T The Fm:dom of ~lEttI; ~ 'llool'RJ)..~I.af d>e ~ 


,/ l'c<?Pic pn....t.ly IO .rr...hl • I I I " .. 

1./.unr ..,..,Q ·tthe-G~ fur a~·_.a.~! 

... d, \ 

• 
1 

_.:.a. 

TnE FutsT A~~~~~~>~m~Ts 'l'o 'J Jl),: Co~sTn UTJOX \s P Jw J•osEII ur TilE H ousE 
OJ•' HEI'IIESESTATI\'ES 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
rM.J*iOJ: •u •llwntiRIII'ftt tn tf.o ( ·~m•ticution of thfl (1ft~ ffWW.. 

11..-IMI 6., rA• ,<;.,.,,. •tod u..- •I R.,.._..,_ •I ,,, lloilod 

.'iltlkl •J ..(..n"Jc'rl 111 OmtgrNA ~JIIb/1<1/ ( ,..Min/. aJ ..d H~ ro~~n,-. 


riag lA....,•I· That t hn l• llo" IIIJt unon<IIIU'nl In tbo !:onoHiotlon be, ..... Ito,.I,, 

lo, P"'P'_, lo u,.. Altl•"• In boromo nllol u t port oltbo (',.,.tl!a~OCI wlloa 

rtliftod bJ lb• lol!ioloto- o( \he •>~•rtl K1- ta ,..,Jdod bJ lbo f._lltutloto : 


,\IITft'J.P. -. 

••i .mo• ·~ A n('r lUI. 11w rf'bU1 thto n.Uiitadon i-lf lb.. anWMI u.., 
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•• SaJ. a. 7hll•rtlek.- •haUl,.. ~ nf~l,.,.l;,., uah• tt d~IL hat f! 'LMb raliHPd 
• •t. UMndment to l.be Co:ulltutlon 1,,- the lr4{itlat.un-11 (If tlu~ ~........1 S&&e.,., 

a1 ptnld!'d lo lbo O...OIItut!uo, •hhln •.,.., 1..,. r,.., t l"' oloh• of tho­

oolouol..;oa borool"' the KlotH l•rthr ('Olli(T'@"AA"'P {(J';r1l ' 
4'tJ".h'f oj fk- lfo11,., ~'J R~lflut'nttll~l. t 

~""' (/('. h1"-"~ .....L-­

l'~ #'~;'''"' of,,., cr,.;,,., ~r.; tatr• nrwt 
l'rm.J,n t ~1 tl•• Hntalt, 

-----r­

.I 01:--'1' Jb:;;OI,UTIO;\' P!!Ol'OS!Xf1 1'11~: EtGIITEhS TII Ali E SDllt:ST T O TilE 

Coss'l'!TUTtos 

'rhls jui nt resolut lun proJH~~l -. u 11 nu.mdmcnl Ulnt. UlJOtl ruiHll"ntlon, hecumc the ci(thh..ocnlh umcnd­
tmont Co t he C ons t it ut ion In 111111. 'J'ho nmcwhncnt wns suhscotnctttl)' rcpc.llcd hy tho twculp llrst 
nmoutlmcnc Itt m:n. 

65ltBPORTS OF OFFICES AND DIVISIONS 

proximate those of The National Archives. The Business Show in 
New York was attended, and several factories and manufacturing 
plants in Rochester, Cleveland, and Youngstown were visited. 

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

(From tbe report of tbe Administrative Secretary, Mr. P AGE) 

Tho Office of the Administrative Secretary continued to handle 
:nll general correspondence concerning The N ationnl Archives, the 
National Archives Building, accessions, surveys, and similar matt ers; 
to gather and compile data for the use of the Archivist in preparing 
l1is annual report; to formulate the annual budget; to at tend hear­
ings before committees of Congress when matu:rs of interest to The 
National Archives are under consideration; and to distribute 
.the publications of The National Archives. A uumber of conferences 
were held by the Administrative Secretary during the fiscal y ear with 
representatives of departments and agencies concerning surveys and 
transfers of records, disposal of useless papers, use of the auditorium, 
:and numerous other matters of a general nature. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS 

It is the policy of The National Archives to issue no prepared 
-st atements for publication, but available information is furnished 
when desired to representatives of newspapers and other publications 
.as a basis for the preparation of tl1eir own articles. During the 
fiscal year 1937, many representatives of the press and other publica­
tions were conducted through the building and supplied with in­
formtttion concerning The National Archives by the Assistant 
Administrative Secr etary. 

Arrangements were completed on April 14 for Paramount Pic-
t ures to make a news reel of the National Archives Building, its 
equipment, and the methods utilized in the preservation and admin­
istration of records. The news reel was subsequently made, but it 
lu1d not been released at the end of the fiscal year. 

The Exhibition Hall wo.s closed to the public while the mural 
paintings were being installed, but the Hall was formally t urned over 
to tho Archivist and reopened to tl1e public on November 12, 1936. 
Data furnished by the artist , Barry Faulkner, and sets of photo­
graphs of the murals were furnished to members of the press and to 
the Secretary of the Fine Arts Commission on that occasion. The 
work of lining the exhibit cases was completed on June 4, and the 
A ssistant Administr ative Secretary immediately a.ssembled material 
to place on exhibit, including amendments to tl1e Constitution of the 
United States, a number of pages from the Senate files pertaining to 
the First Congress, and the logbooks of the United States ships Oon­
lltitution and Constellation. A total of 26,460 persons visited the 
building during the year. 
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•rHIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF ARCHIVIST66 
On June 9,1937, the Administrative Secretary delivered an address 

on "The National Archives" before the Aberdeen, N. C., Kiwanis 
Club at n meeting held at Pinehurst, N. C. 

ATTESTATION OF COPIES OF OFFICIAl. RECORDS 

During the fiscal year 1937, the procedure for furnishing authen­
ticated copies of documents in the custody of the Archivist was 
changed. All requests for authenticated copies of records are now 
filed with the Division of Reference, in which Division certification 
forms are prepared. The copy to be authenticated is then checked 
by this Office with the original recordst as is the cet•tificntion form, 
and the ribbon and wafer are attached and the seal affixed thereto. 
A charge of 25 cents is made for each authenticated copy except those 
prepared for ofliciul Government use, for which no charge is made. 
During the fiscal year 1937, this Office issued 367 certifications of 
records. 

USELESS PAPERS 

Numerous conferences were held by the Administrative Secre­
tary with officials of The National ArchiYes regarding measures nec­
essary to clarify and simplify the procedure for the disposition of 
executive papers having no permanent value or historical interest. 
In response to a request from Representative Charles J. Colden, 
chairman of the House Committee on the Disposition of Executive 
Papers, a conference was held with him relative to the draft of a

!I ll! ! bill "To provide for the disposition of certain records of the United 
States Government", which he later introduced as H. R. 7504. The

I bill was referred to the Committee on the Disposition of Executive 
Papers and hearings on it were announced for July 1 and 2. The 
Administrative Secretary and the Assistant Director of Archival 
Service were designated to represent the Archivist at these hearings. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLICATIONS 

I (From the report or the Director, l\Ir. BUcK) 

PUBLICATIONS 

Six publications of The National Archives were prepared or 
edited in this Office and were released during the fiscal year-the 
Second Annual Repm·t of the Archivist, two bulletins, and three 
circulars. Bulletin No. 1, which consists of an nrticle entitled "The 
National Archives of the United States", is a 13-puge pamphlet con­
taining a brief account of the history, organization, and functions of 
the establishment. Bulletin No. 2, a 10-page pamphlet, contains two 
articles, "The Conference of Archivists at Chattanooga, December 28, 
1935" and "Problems of American Archivists", by Theodore C. Blegen. 
Two of the three circulars issued are popular and pictorial in nature I 
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and are intended for general distribution to visitors to the building 
and to others casually interested in The National Archives. Circular 
No. 1, entitled TILe National ArcMves of thfJ United States, con­
tains, in addition to textual matter, 29 illustrations of the building 
and of the progressive steps in the accessioning of records; and 
Circular No. 3, entitled Tlt e Murals in 'I'he National Archives, 
consists of reproductions of photographs of the murals in the Exhi­
bition Hall, together with a key to the personages depicted u.nd 
other pertinent information about the paintings and the artist, 
Barry Faullrner. Circular No. 2 consists of the Rules and Regula­
tions fm · the Use of Records. 

GUIDE TO THE FEDERAl. ARCHIVES OF THE UNITED STATES 

In January work was begun on a project for the compilation of a 
"Guide to the Federal Archives of the United States", which will 
describe the scope, character, quantity, subject mutter, origin, history, 
arrangement, location, availability, and value for research or official 
use of all records of the Government, whether within the District of 
Columbia or elsewhere in the United States, ancl will include infor­
mation concerning extant indexes, inventories, and other aids to their 
use. Plans for the guide were drawn up by the Director and were 
the result of much study and mpeated conferences with other mem­
bers of the staff of The National Archives. The compilation of por­
tions of the guide dealing with the 10 executive departments and the 
judiciary was assigned to various deputy examiners and fo rmer 
deputy examiners, who are to perform this task under the su1>ervision 
of the Director. 

To make available to the compilers of the guide needed informa­
tion concerning the history, organization, functions, and records of 
the agencies of the Government, it was obviously essential to assemble, 
organize, and coordinate bibliogmphical and other pertinent data ~ 
existing in The National Archives and elsewhere. Suggestions for 
accomplishing tllis end were drafted by the Director and were given 
to the Division of Research, which at once embarked upon the first 
phase of the project by selecting printed Libmry of Congress cards 
for appropriate works. These cards, combined with a tentative 
bibliography already compiled by the Director, will form the basis 
for an annotated bibliography of all available material. Executive 
orders relating to the activities and functions of Government agen­
cies have been selected by the Division of Research and, with the 
cooperation of the Director, ltre being clllssified according to the 
agency concerned. 

With a. view to providing more detailed information regarding 
portions of the material in the files of four executive departments 
and the Senate, arrangements haye been made fm· the Division of 
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Photographic Reproduction and Research to microfilm a calendar of 
this material at the University of Illinois. Compiled over a period 
of 20 years by Dr. Newton D. Mereness for a group of State historical 
agencies, the calendar lists on cards some 280,000 documents relating 
to the region embraced in the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Mich· 
igan, 1Visconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa. The microfilm reproduction 
of the calendar will be in the custody of the Division of Reference. 

Since the compilation of the proposed guide will extend over sev. 
ernl years, it was decided in :May to concentrate at first on the part 
dealing with the records in the custody of The National Archives at 
the close of the fiscal year 1937, with a view to the prompt publication 
of this part and its distribution to scholars and others who might be 
interested in knowing of the availability of the material described. 
Considerable progress on this section of the project had been made at 
the close of the year. 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL WORK AND BOOK SELECTION 

The Director continued his compilation of a bibliography of alf 
printed material believed to be of value in connection with the ac· 
tivities of The National Archives nnd for that purpose checked other 
bibliographies such o.s the set of Griffin's Writings in Am£rican His­
tonJ und Bemis and Griffin's Guide to tlte Diplomatic History of t!te 
United States. The listing of Government publications of interest 
to The National Archives, an undertaking begun in the preceding 
fiscal year by · the assistant to the Director, wns carried forward as 
time permitted by checking through the shelf Jist of ttll Government 
documents in the library of the Superintendent of Documents. Be­
.cause of the slowness of the process, however, a preliminary selec­
tion was made by examining the current price lists of Government 
-publications issued by the Supct·intendent of Documents, and a. 
.checked set of these pl'ice lists wns turned over to the Chief of the 
Division of the Library. 

NATIONAL HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS COMMISSION 

No meeting of the Commission was held during the fiscal year, 
and as yet no nction has been taken on the Commission's report 
trnnsmittcd to Congress on March 17, 1936, recommending the com­
pilation, editing, and publication of documentary mnterial relating 
to the ratification of the Constitution and the first ten amendments 
thereto. 

The pressure of other work has prevented much progress in the 
efforts of this Office to bring up to date the 1908 survey of the 
historical publications of the Government, as requested by the Com· 
mission. Some additions have been made to the bibliography of 
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Government historical publications by drawing off titles from the 
0Mckliet of United States Public Docum£nte, from the shelf list 
of the library of the Superintendent of Documents, and from some 
of the early numbers of the Monthly Oatalog of United StatetJ 
Public Docum£nts. Some time has been devoted also to studying 
and arranging the bibliographical data already assembled and to 
making plans for a statement that could be used as the basis for 
a report by the Commission on a comprehensive scheme for all 
·documentary historical publications of the Government. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Each quarter since October the OJlice hns prcpured a page of' 
'"Notes Concerning The National Archives" for distribution to pro­
fessional journals in the field of the social sciences. Other informntive­
stutements reg1n·ding the establishment have been written from time 
to time by the Office for publication in encyclopcdius, almanncs, and 
the like and for use by members of the stnff. 

On the invitation of the Director of Science Service, the Director 
of Publications attended a conference on January 16 to consider the 
formation of an "American Documentation Institute." Later he was 
appointed a member of the planning committee, and he represented 
the Archivist at the organization meeting of the institute on March 
13, at which he served ns chairman and wtts elected one of the five 
trustees. Subsequently the trustees named the Director as tren.surer 
of the institute. 

At the request of the program committee of the American Historical 
Association, the Director, as chnirmnn of the organizing committee. 
for a "Society of American Archivists", armnged for a confer· 
ence of archivists to be held during the 1936 meeting of the asso­
ciation in Providence; and nt this conference the report of the 
organizing committee and a draft constitution were presented. 
Thereupon the Society of American Archivists was formally estab­
lished, and the constitution as drafted was adopted with some minor 
changes. The Director was elected a member of the council of the 
society, and Dr. Philip C. Brooks of the staff of The National 
Archives wns elected secretary. The Director also served as a mem­
ber of the committee on program for the first annual meeting of 
the society, which was held in Washington on June~and 19. 

The Director attended during the year a conferenc of executives 
of historir~tl agencies in the Middle West, at which he di cussed "Rela­
tions between The N ationnl Archives and Historical Agencies"; the 
annual meeting of the .American Historic~tl Association, nt which he 
was elected treasurer of the orgnnization; a meeting of the joint com­
mittee on materinls for research of the Americtm Council of Learned 
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Societies and the Social Scien<'.e Research Council, at which matters 
of interest to Tbe National Archives were discussed; a conference 
under the auspices of the Social Science Research Council to discuss 
the planning of research in comparative local history; and a meeting 
of the Abrricultural History Society. He also visited the Hnll of 
Records in Annapolis to advise with the Archivist of Maryland con­
cerning tho valuation for insurance purposes of the material in his 
custody. The assistant to the Director attended the annual meeting 
of the American Historical Association, and all members of the st.aft' 
of the Office attended the :mnual meeting of the Society of American 
Archivists. 
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APPENDIX I 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ACT, THE FEDERAL REGISTER ACT, AND 
CERTAIN LEGISLATION CONCERNING THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
ENACTED BY THE SEVENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES ACT, APPROVED JUNE 19, 1934 

[48 Stnt. 1122-1124] 

An Act to establll!h n NnUonnl Archives of the Unlted States Government, and 
for other purposes. 

Be it enacted bJ! the Senate and House of Representati11es of the 
United States of America in Oong1·ess assembled, That there is hereby 
created the Office of Archivist of the United States, the Archivist to 
be appointed by the President of the United States, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

SEc. 2. The salary of the Archivist shall be $10,000 annually. All 
persons to be employed in the National Archives Establishment shall 
be appointed by the Archivist solely with reference to their fitness 
for their particular duties and without regard to civil-service law; 
and the At·chivist shall mnke rules and regulations for the govern­
ment of the National A.rchiYes; but any official or employee with 
salary of $5,000 or over shall be appointed by the President by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

SEc. 3. All archives ot• records belonging to the Government of the 
United States (legislative, executive, judicial, and other) shall be 
under the charge nnd superintendence of the Archivist to this extent: 
He shall have :full power to inspect personally or by deputy the rec­
ords of any agency of the United States Government whatsoever and 
wheresoever located, and shall have the fu11 cooperation of any and 
all persons in charge of such records in such inspections, and to requi­
sition for transfer to the National Archives Establishment such 
nrchives, or records ns the National Archives Council, hereafter pro­
vided shall approve for such transfer, and he shall hn.ve authority to 
make regulations for the arrangement, custody, use1 and withdrawal 
of material deposited in the National Archives Budding: Provided, 
That any head of an executive department, independent office, or 
other agency of the Government may, for limited periods, not exceed­
in~ in duration his tenure of that office, exempt from examination 
and consultation by officials, private individuals, or any other persons 
such confidential mntter transferred from his department or office, as 
l1e may deem wise. 

SEc. 4. The immediate custody and control of the National Ar­
chives Building and such other buildings, grounds,.,!md equipment as 
may from time to time become a part of the 1'l ational Archives 
Establishment (except as the same is vested by law in the Director of 
National Buildings, Parks, and Reservations) and their contents shall 
he vested in the Arcllivist of the United States. 

7325118- 37-6 
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SEc. 5. That there is hereby created also a N ationo.l Historical it slutll be admitted in evidence equally with the original from which 
Publications Commission which shall m1tke plans, estimates, and it wns mnde.' . 
recommendations for such historical works and collections of sources SEc. 9. Thut the Archivist shall make to Congress, at the begin­
as seem appropriate for publication undjor otherwise recording ning of each 1-egular session, a report for the preceding fiscal year as 
at the public expense, snid Commission to consist of the Archivist l:o the Nntionul Archives the said report including a detailed state­
of the United States, who shall be its chairman; the historical ment of all accessions ana 1 of atllreceipts and expenditures on account 
adviser of the Department of State; the chief of the historical of the said establishment. He shnll also transmit to Congress the 
section of the War Department, General Staff; the superintendent recommendations of the Commission on N1Ltionnl Historical Publi­
of navnl records in the Navy Department; t.he Chief of the Division ~ 
of Manuscripts in the Library of Congress; and two members of 
the American Historical Association appointed by the president 
thereof from among those persons who nre or have been members 
of the executive council of the said association: Provided, That the 
preparation and publication of annual and special reports on the 
archives and 1-ecords of the Government, guides, inventory lists, 
catalogs, and other instruments fncilitatin~ tlie use of the collections 
shall lia.ve precedence over detailed calenaars and textual reproduc­
tions. This Commission shall meet at least once a year, and the 
members shall serve without compensation, except repayment of 
expenses actually incurred in attending meetings of the Commission. 

SEc. 6. That there is hereby further crettted a Nattionnl Archives 
Council composed of the Secretaries of each of the executive depart­
ments of the Government (or an alternate from each department to 
be named by the Secretary thereof), the Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Library, the Chairman of the House Committee 
on the Library, the Librarian of Congress, the Secretary of the 
Smithsonian Institution, and the Archivist of the United States. 
The said Council shall define the classes of material which shaH he 
transferred to the National Archives Building und estnblish regu­
lations governing such transfer; and shull have power to advise the 
Archivist in respect to regulations governinf{ the disposition and use 
of the archives and records transferred to Ius custody. 

SEc. 7. The National Archivos muy also accept, store, and ~reserve 
~onot.ion-pictnre films and sound recordings pertaining to and Illustra­
tive of historical nctivities of the United States, und in conncct.ion 
thea·ewith maintain a projecting room for showing such films and 
reJlroducing such sound recordings for historical purposes and study. 

SEo. 8. The National Archives shull have an official seal, which 
sltnll be judicially noticed. 

The Archivist of the United Stutes mny mnke or reproduce and 
furnish authenticated or unauthenticated copies of an;v of the docu­
mentary, photographic or other archives or records m his custody 
that nre not exempt from examination as confidential or protected 
by subsisting copyright, and mny clmrgc therefor a fee sufficient to 
cover the .cost or expenses thereof. There shall be no charge for the 
making or ttuthenticntion of such copies or reproductions furnished to 
n.ny department or other ngency of the Government for official use. 
When nny such copy or repr(){luction furnished under the terms 
hereof is authenticated by the officinl sen] of The National Archives 
and certified by the Archivist of the United Stntes, or in his name 
attested by the hencl of amy office or the chief of nny diYision of The 
Nntionnl Archin~s designated hy the At·chidst with such authority, 

cations, and, on January 1 of ench year, with the approval of the 
Council, a list or description of the papers, documents, and so forth 
(among the archives und records of the Government), which ttppear 
to have no permanent Ynlue or historical interest, nnd which, with 
the concurrence of the Government ugency concerned, nnd subject 
to the approval of Congress, shall be destroyed or otherwise effec­
tively disposed of. 

SEC. 10. Thnt thea·e nre hereby authorized such appropriations as 
maY. be necessary for the maintenance of the Nattonal Archives 
Building and the udministmtion of the collections, the expenses, and 
work of the Commission on Nationul Historical Publications, the 
supply of neceSSIU'Y equipment nnd expenses incidentnl to the opera­
tions nforesnid, including tr1msfea· of records to the Archives Build­
ing; printing und binding; personal ser\-ices in the Dist rict of 
Columbia and elsewhere; travel and subsistence and per diem in lieu 
of subsistence, notwithstanding the provisions of any other Acts· 
stenogmphic services by contmct or otherwise as may be deemed 
necess:nry; purchases nnd exchange of books and maps; purchase, 
exchange, nnd operation of motor vehicles; and nil absolutely neces­
sury contint,tent expenses, ttll to be expended under the direction of 
the At'chivist, who shn1lannna1ly submit to Congress estimates there­
for in the munner pt·escl'ibed by lnw. 

SEO. 11. All Acts or parts of Acts relating to the charge and 
superintendency, custody, preservation, und disposition of official 
papers and documents of executive depatrtments and other govern­
mental agencies inconsistent with the pt•ovisions of this Act are 
hereby repealed. 

Appro\·ed, June 19, 1934. 

THE FEDERAL REGISTER ACT, APPROVED JULY 26, 1935 

[ 49 Stnt. 50()-5()3] 

Au Act to pro,·lde fot· tllc custody of Federal proclnmntlous, orders, regula· 
tiona, notices, RJl(l otbcr documents, nnd for t11c 11rompt nml uniform printing 
nnd distribution t11crtJOf. 

B e it enacted by tlte S enate and House of Representatives of t'M 
United Statea of America in OongrcM eut8embled, That the Archivist 
of the United States, acting through a division established by him 
in the National Archives Establishment, hereinafter referred to as 
the "Division", is charged with the custody and, together with the 
Public Printer, with the prompt nnd uniform pl'inting and distri­
bution of the documents required or authorized to be published under 
section 5. There shall be at the head of the Division a director, ap­
pointed by the President, who shall net under the general direction of 

1 As nmcnded June 22, 11)36 ( 49 Stat. 1821- 1822). 
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the Archivist of the United States in carrying out the provisions of 
t.his Act and the regulations prescribed hereunder, who shall receive 
a salary, to be fixed by the President not to exceed $5,000 a year. 

SEo. 2. The original and two duplicate originals or certified copies 
of any document required or authorized to be published under sec­
tion 5 shall be filed with the Division, which shall be open for that 
purpose during all hours of the working days when the :Archives 
Ruilding shall be open for official business. The Director of the 
Division shall cause to be noted on the ori~inal and duplicate origi­
nals or certified copies of each document tile day and hour of filing 
thereof: Provided, That when the original is issued, prescribed, or 
promulgated outside of the District of Columbia and certified copies 
are filed before the filing of the original, the notntion shall be of the 
day and hour of filing of the certified copies. Upon such filing, at. 
least one copy shall be immediately n.vailn.ble for public inspection 
in the office of the Director of the Division. The original shall be­
retained in the archives of the National Archives Establishment and 
shall be available for inspection under regulations to be prescribed 
by the Archivist. The Division shall transmit immediately to the 
Government Printing Office for printing, as provided in this Act, 
one duplicnte original or certified copy of each document required 
or autherized to be published under section 5. Every Federal agenc;y 
shall cause to be transmitted for filing ns herein required the orig1~ 
nal and the duplicate originals or certified copies of all such docu~ 
ments issued, prescribed, or promulgated by the agency. 

Sro. 3. All documents required or authorized to be published under 
section 5 shall be printed nnd distrihuh•d forthwith by the Govern­
ment Printing Office in a serial publication designated the "Fedeml 
Register." It shall be the duty of the Public Printer to make avail­
able the facilities of the Government Printing Office for the prompt 
printing and distribution of the Federal Reg1ster in the manner and 
at the times required in nccordnnce with the provisions of this Act 
and the regnl1tttons prescrihed hereunder. The contents of the daily 
issues shall he indexed and shall comprise all documents, required 
or authorized to be published, filed with the Division up to such time 
of the dny immediately preceding the day of distribution as shnll 
be fixed by regulations hereunder. There slutll be printed with 
each document n copy of the notation, required to be made under 
section 2, of the day and hour when, upon filing with the Division, 
such document wns made o.vnilable for public inspection. Distribu­
tion shn)) be mnde by deJivm·y or by deposit at a post office ut such 
time in the morning of the day of distribution as shall be fixed by 
such regulations prescribed hereunder. The prices to be clmrged 
for the Federal Register mny be fixed by the administrative com­
mittee established by section 6 wit11011t reference to the restrictions 
placed upon nnd fixed for the snlo of Government public1ttions by
section 1 of the Act of Mtty 11, 1922, nnd section 307 of the Act of 
June 30, 1932 (U. S. C., title 44, sees. 72 and 72a), and any amend­
ments thereto. 

SEc. 4. As used in this Act, unless the context otherwise req\)ires, . 
the term "document" menns any Presidential proclnmation or Exec­
utive order and uny order, regulntion, rule, certificate, code of fair 
competition, license, notice, or similnr instrument issued, prescribed, . 
or promulgated by a Fedeml agency; the terms "Fedeml agency" or · 
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"agency" mean the President of the United States, or any execu­
tive detJnrtment, independent board, establishment, bureau, agency,
institution, commission, or separate office of the administrative branch I 
of the Government of the United States but not the legislative or 
judicial branches of the Government; and the tenn "person" means 
an~ individual, partnership, association, or corporation.• SEo. 5. (a) There shall be published in the Federal Register (1) 
:all Presidential proclamations and Executive orders, except such as 
have no general applicability and legnl effect or are effective only 
against Federal agencies or persons in their capacity as officers, II 
agents, or employees thereof; (2) such documents or classes of docu­
ments as the President slmll determine from time to time have general 
,applicability and legal effect; and (3) such documents or classes of 
.documents as may be required so to be published by Act of the 
·Congress: P1•oviderl, Thn.t for the purposes of this Act e\·ery docu­
ment or order which shall prescribe u penalty shall be deemed to have 
·general applicability and legal effect. 

(b) In addition to the foregoing there shall also be published in 
the Federal Register such other documents or classes of documents 
as may be nuthorized to be published pursuant hereto by regulations 
:prescribed hereunder with the approval of the President, but in no 
·case shaH comments or news items of any chttracter whatsoever be l!l 
authorized to be published in the Federal Register. 

SEc. 6. There is established a rermnnent Administrative Committee 
of three members consisting o the Archivist or Acting Archivist, 
who shall be chairman, an oflicer of the Department of Justice desig­
nated by the Attorney General, and the Public Printer or Acting 
Public Printer. The Director of the Division shall net us secretary 
·of the committee. The committee shall prescribe, with the approval I 
of the President, regulations for carrying out the provisions of this I 
Act. Such regulations shall provide, among other tlungs: (a) The 
manner of certification of copies req_uired to be certified under section I 
2, which certification may be permitted to be bnsed upon confirmed 
communications from outside of the District of Columbia; (b) the . 
documents which shall be authorized pursuant to section 5 (b) to be 
published in the Federal Register; (c) the manner and form m which 
the Fedeml Register shall be printed, reprinted, compiled, indexed, 
bound, and distributed; (d) the number of copies of the Federal 
Re~ister which shall be prmted, reprinted, and compiled, the number 
winch shall be distributed without charge to Members of Congress, 
officers and employees of the United States, or any Federal agency 
for their official use, nnd the number which shall be available for 
distribution to the public; nnd (e) the prices to be chnrged for indi~ 
vidual copies of, and subscriptions to, the Federal Register and 
reprints and bound Yolumes thereof. 

SEc. 7. No document required under section 5 (a) to be published 
in the Federal Register shall be valid as against any person who has II. 
not had actual knowledge thereof until the duplicate originals or 
certified copies of the document shnll have been filed with the Divi~ 
r:.ion and a copy made available for public inspection as provided 
in section 2; and, unless otherwise specificalJy J,>rovided by statute, 
such filing of any document, required or anthor1zed to be published 
under section 5, shall, exceJ,>t in cases where notice by publication 
js insufficient in law, be sufficient to give notice of the contents of such. 
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document to any person subject thereto or affected thereby. The I 
publication in the Federal Register of any document shall create a 
rebuttable presumption (a) that it wus duly issued, J?hlscribed, or 
promulgated; (b) that it was duly filed with the Division and made 
available for public inspection at the day and hour stated in tho 
printed notation; (c) thut the copy contained in the Federal Regis­
ter is a true copy of the original; nml, (d) that all requirements of 
this Act and the regulations prescl'ibed hereunde1· 1·elutive to such 
document have been complied with. The contents of the Federal 
Register shnll be judicially noticed and, without prejudice to any 
othet· mode of citation, mny be cited by volume and page number. 

SEo. 8. Whenever notice of hearing or of opportunity to be heard 
is required or nutlwrized to be given by or under an Act of the 
Congress, or may othet·wise properly be given, the notice shall be 
deemed to have been duly given to all persons residing within the 
continental United States (not including Alnska), except in cases 
where notice by publication is insufficient in law1 if said notice shall 
be published in the Federal Register ut such ttme that the period 
between the publication and the date fixed in such notice for the 
hearing or for the termination of the opportunity to be heard shall 
be (a) not less than tl1e time specifically prescribed for the publica­
tion of the notice by the appropriate Act of the Congress; or (b) 
not less than fifteen dttys when no time for publication is specifically 
prescribed by the Act, without prejudice, howe\'er, to the effective­
ness of any notice of le3S than fifteen days whet·e such shorter period 
is reasonable. 

SEo. 9. Every payment mnde for the Federal Register shall be 
covered into the Treasury ns n miscellaneous receipt. The cost of 
printing, reprinting, wrnpping, binding, and distributing the Fed­
el'Ul Register and nny other expenses mcnrred by the Government 
Printin:;r OfJice in carrying out tho duties plncecl upon it by this 
Act shall be borne by the appropriations to the Government Print­
ing Oflice and such appropriations are hereby made u'·ailuble, nnd 
nrc authorized to be increased by such nuditionnl sums as are neces­
sary for such purposes, such increases to be based upon estimates 
submitted by the Public Printer. The purposes for which appro­
priations arc u.vuilnble and nrc nuthorized to be mnde under section 
10 of the Act entitled "An Act to estttblish a. Nutionnl Archives of 
the United States Government, u.nd for other JJUrposcs'' (48 Stnt. 
1122) nrc enlarged to cover the addit ional duttes placed upon the 
National Archives Establishment by the provisions of t.his Act. 
Copies of the Federo.l Register mniled by the Government shall be 
entitled to the free use of the United Stutes mails in the same m:mner 
as the official mail of tim executive departments of the Government. 
The co~t of mailing the Fcdel'lll Registet· to officers nnd employees of 
Federal agencies in foreign countries shall be borne by the respective 
agencies. 

SEc.lO. The provisions of s.cdion 2 shall become effective sixty days 
niter tlm date of u.pproval of this Act and Um publictttion of the 
Federal Register shall begin within three business days thereafter: 
P1•ovided 'l'hat the appropriations involved have been increased as 
required by section 9 of this Act. The limitations upon the effective­
ness of documents required, under section 5 (tL), to be published in 
the Federal Register shnll not be operative us to 1my document issued, 
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prescribed, or p1·omulgated prior to the date when such document is 
I!first required by this or subsequent Act of the Congress or by Execu­

tive order to be published in the Federal Register. 
SEc. 11. Within six months after the approval of this Act each 

agency shall prepare and file with the commtttee a complete compila­
tion of all documents which have been issued or promulgated prior to 
the dnte documents are required or nuthorized by this Act to be pub­ ll 
lished in the Federal Register and which are still in force and effect 
and relied upon by the agency us authority fm·, ot· invoked or used by I 

it in the dischiU'b"C of, any of its functions or activities. The com­
mittee shall within sixty days thereafter report with respect thereto 
to the President, who slmll determine which of such documents htwe • 
general npplicn.bility nnd legttl effect, and slmll authorize the publica­ ! 
tion thereof in u. special or supplemental edition or issue of the Federal 
Register. Such special or supplemental editions or issues shall be 
distributed in the same mannet· as regulttr editions or issues, nnd shall 
be included in the bound volumes of the Federu.l Register us supple­
ments thereto.2 

SEc. 12. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to apply to treaties, 
conventions, protocols, nnd other international agreements, or procla­
mations thereof by the President. 

SEo. 13. All Acts or pu.rts of Acts in conflict with this Act are hereby II 
re~aled insofn.r ns they conflict herewith. 

SEO. 14. This Act mtty be cited n.s the "Federal Register Act." 
Approved, July 26, 1935. 

AN ACT TO AMEND THE FEDERAL REQISTER ACT, APPROVED JUNE 19, 1937 

[Public, No. loS, 7oth Coug.1 

.An Act to umend the Federnl Register Act. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of R epresentatives of the 
United States of America in Oongrcss assembled, That section 11 
of the Federal Register Act, approved July 20, Hl35 (40 Stat. 500), 
is hereby amended to rend as follows: 

"SEc.ll. (a) On July 1,1938, and on the same dttte of every fifth 
year thct·enfter, each agency of the Government shall have prepared 
nnd shnll file with the Administt·ative Committee a complete codifi­
cation of all documents which, in the OIJinion of the agency, have 
general applicability nnd lcgnl effect and which have been issued or 
promulgated by such agency and ure in force nnd effect and relied 
upon by the agency as authority for, or invoked m· used by it in the 
dJschat·gc of, any of its functions or activities on June 1, 19:.!8. The 
Committee shall, within ninety days thereafter, report thereon to 
the President, who may authol'ize and direct the publication of such 
codification in special or supplemental editions of the Federal 
Rerrister. 

'"'(b) There is hereby cstnblished a Codification Board, which 
shall consist of s ix membet'S: The Director of the Division of the 
Federal Register, chairman ex officio; three attorneys of the Depart­
ment of Justice, designated by the Attorn~y General; and two 
attorneys of the Division of the Federal Register, designated by the 

• For net nmemllng sec. ll, see below. 
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.Archivist. The Board shall supervise and coordinate the form, 
style, arrangement, and indexing of the codifications of the various 
agencies. 

"(c) The codified documents of the several agencies published in 
the supplemental edition of the Federal Register pursuant to the 
proviswns of subsection (a) hereof, as amended by documents sub­
sequently filed with the Division, and published in the daily issues 
of the Federal Register, shall be prima-facie evidence of the text of 
such documents o.nd of the fact that they are in full force and effect 
on and after the date of publication thereof. 

"(d) The Administrative Committee shall prescribe, with the 
approval of the President, regulations for carrying out the provisions 
of this section." 

Approved, June 19, 1937. 

EXTRACT PROM THE INDEPENDENT OFFICES APPROPRIATION ACT, 1938, 

APPROVED JUNE 28, 1937 


[Publlc, No. 171, 75th Cong.] 

National Archives 

Salaries and expenses: For the Archivist and for all other author­
ized expenditures of the National Archives in carrying out the pro­
visions of the Act of June 19, 1934 (48 Stat. 1122-1124; U. S. C., 
title 40,_ch. 2A); the Act of July 26, 1935 ( 49 Stat. 500-503; U. S. C., 
Supr. 1., title 44 ch. SA); and the Act of June 22, 1036 (Pub1ic, 
Numbered 756, Seventy-fourth Congress), including personal serv­
ices in the District of Columbia; supplies and equipment, including 
scientific, technical, first-aid, protective, and other apparatus and 
materials for the arrangement, titling, scoring, repair, processing, 
i!diting, duplication, reproduction, and authentication of photographic 
records (including motion-picture films) and sound recordings in the 
custody of the Archivist; purchase and exchange of books, includin.g 
law books, books of reference, maps, and charts; contract steno~rapluc 
reporting services; purchase of newspapers, periodicals, anu press 
clippings; not to exceed $100 for payment in advance when authorized 
by the .Arcl1ivist for library membership in societies whose publica­
tions are available to members only or to members nt a price lower 
than to the general public; travel expenses, including not to exceed 'l $1,000 for the exl?enses of attendance at meetin~ concerned with the 
work of the Nntwnal Archives; repairs to eqmpment; maintenance 
and operation of motor vehicles, including the purchase and exchange 
of one passenger-carrying automobile for official use; and aU other 
necessary expenses, $700,000: 'Provided, That section 3709 of the 
Revised Statutes (U. S. C. title 41, sec. 5) shall not be construed to 
apply to any purchase or service rendered for the National Archives 
when the aggregate cost involved does not exceed the sum of $50. 

Printing nnd binding: For all printing and binding for the 
National Archives, $17,000. 

Total, The National Archives, $717,000. 

APPENDIX II 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE TRANSFER OF RECORDS TO THE 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 1 

Whct·ens section 3 of the "Act to establish n. National Archives of 
the United States Govemment, and for other purposes" ( 48 Stat. 1122­
1124), provides that "All archives or records belon~in~ to the Govern­
ment of the United States (legislative, executive, JUdicial, and other) 
shall be under the charge and superintendence of the Archivist to this 
extent: He shall have full powet• to inspect personally or by deputy 
the records of any agency of the United States Government whatso­
ever and wheresoever located, and shall luwe the full cooperation of 
any and all persons in charge of such records in such inspections, and 
to requisition for transfer to the National Archives Estabhshment such 
archives, or records as the N11tional Archives Council, herellfter pro­
vided slulll approve for such transfer"; 

And whereas section 6 of said act creates the National Archives 
Council and authorizes it to "define the classes of material which shall 
be transferred to the Nat ional Archives Building and establish regula­
tions governing such tmnsfer": Therefore be it 

Rcsol-t•ed, That t.he Archivist of the United States be and he is hereby 
authorized to requisition for transfer to The National Archives any 
archives or recor·ds in the custody of any agency of the United States 
Government ~legislative, executtve, judicial, and other), which fall 
within any of the following classes, v1z: 

L Any nrchlVI.'S or records (a) which the bend of the agency in custody of 
them may deem not to he necOl!Silry for use in the conduct of the regular current 
business of snid agency; (I!) which be mny consider to be in such physical 
condition t11nt they cannot be used without danger of damage to them; and (o) 
for which, In Ids opinion, he is unable to provide ndequnte or safe stora ge. 

II. Any archives or recor1ls of any F ederal agency that bas gone out of 
existence unle~s Its functions hove been transferred to the agency whlch has 
custody of its records. 

Ill. Any other archives or records which the Nntionnl Archives Council by 
speclnl resolution, or which the head of the agency in custody of them for special 
rt'usons, mny nuthori?:c to be transferred to 'l'he National Archives. 

R c..qolved furtlwr, (1) That when the head of any agency of the Gov~ 
ernment. of the United States shall determine t hat any archives or 
records in his custody fall within class I as defined above, be shall 
cause to be furnished to the Archivist of the United States a descrip­
tive list of such archives or records, which shall thereupon become 
subject to requisition bv the Archi\'ist for tmnsfer to The N1ttional 
Archi\'es; (2) that when the Archivist shall issue his requisition for 
any arcluves or records he shall furnish to a duly authorized repre­

1 Resolutions of the Nntlonnl Archives Council defining the clusscs of material 
to be trnnsferred to The NnUonnl .A.rchh·es nnd establishing regulatloDB 
governing the transfer of such mnterinl, adopted Feb. 10, 1036. 
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sentative of the agency that has custody of them an identification 
inventory of the material covered by such requisition and this in­
ventory shall he verified and agreed to by the representative of said 
agency before such archives or records shnll be transferred to the 
Archivist; (3) that whP.n such verification has been completed and 
certified to on the inventory form by the signatures of the representa­
tives of said agency and of the Archivist of the United States, respec­
tively, such archives or records shall be delivered by the representa­
tive of said agency either to the representative of the Archivist of the 
United Stnt£'.s at the depository in which they nrc stored fm· tmnsfer 
to The Nutional Archives, or to a representative of the Archivist of 
the United Sttttcs ut the National Archives Building; Provided, That 
all such archives or records shall puss into the legal custody of the 
Archivist of the United States when nnd not until they have been 
either delivered to his representntive for loading on tl1e trucks o£ The 
National Archiv<!s or delivered to and acce~ted by a representative 
of the Archivist at the National Archh·es Building. 

I 

APPENDIX III 

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE USE AND TEMPORARY WITH­

DRAWAL OF RECORDS IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE USE OF RECORDS IN THE CUSTODY OF THE 
ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES, PROMULGATED BY THE ARCHIVIST, 
DECEMBER 18, 1936 

1. Persons desiring to usc records in the custody of the Archivist 
of the United States must apply to the Archivist for admission to 
the search rooms, using the form provided for that purpose, and 
may be required to submit tm acceptable letter of introduction. If the 
applicant IS a minor, his applicatiOn nwst be approved by his J!llrent 
or guardian. An applicant who is not a citizen of the United States 
mu.y be required to present u. letter of introduction from the embassy 
or legation of his country. A group of persons desiring to view mo~ 
tion pictm·cs or hear sound recordings must be represented by nn 
authorized spokesman, who in making application for admission must 
give the identity of the group he represents. 

2. If the nppHcation is npproved tL curd of admission will be issued. 
An admission card is not trnnsferable and must be produced when 
required. It is vnlid for six months from date o£ issue and may be 
renewed upon application. 

3. The search rooms and the auditorium ure open from 9 : 00 a. m. to 
4:30 p. m., except on Saturdays, when they are open ft·om 9: 00 a. m. 
to 1: 00 p. m. They nrc not open on Sundays and legal holidays. 

4. Requisitions for records must be made on the forms provided 
for that purpose, signed by the searcher, and presented to the attend~ 
ant in charge of the control desk in the central search room. 

5. Persons desiring to view motion pictures must fill out the form 
provided for tlmt purpose at least one day in advance of the time 
service is desired. On t•eceipt and approval of this application a 
time will be fixed for the screening and the applicant will be notified 
thereof. 

6. When t.he searcher hns completed his use of records he must 
notify an nttendant. The searcher is responsible for ull recorda 
turned over to him until an attendant returns the canceled requisition. 

7. The greatest care must be exercised in the use o£ all records and 
books. They must not be leaned upon, written upon, or in an~ way 
damaged. No trueing is permitted, and ink must not be used m the 
search rooms. 

8. The use of records of exceptional value or in fra~ile condition 
shall he subject to such special regulations as the Archivist may deem 
neccssttry for their protection. 

9. No records, books, or other property of The National Arcllives 
may be taken from the search rooms except by members of the stu.if. 

10. Requests for reproduction of records must be presented to the 
Chief of the Division of Reference on forms provided for the purpose. 
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11. No overcoats, umbrellas, canes, cameras, or traveling bags may 
be taken into the search rooms or the auditorium. 

12. The use of tobacco, the lighting of matches, and eating in the 
search rooms, the auditorium, or any other areas in which archival 
materials are in use or in temporary or permanent storage are strictly 
prohibited. 

13. The privilege of admission to the search rooms may be with­
drawn for any violation of these rules and regulations for disregard-· 
ing the authority of the attendants in charge, or for ofiensive conduct .. 

14. Any case of incivility on the part of an attendant or of unsat­
isfactory service should be reported in writing to the chief of the 
division concerned. 

REGULATION GOVERNING THE TEMPORARY WITHDRAWAL BY AGENCIES OF" 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OF MATERIAL DEPOSITED IN THE NATIONAL 
ARCHIVES BUILDING, PROMULGATED DY THE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNIT£0. 
STATES, JANUARY 26, 1937 

Public records in the custody of the Archivist may, with his ap­
proval, be withdrawn from the Nationnl Archives Building tempo­
rarily, for official use, by any agency of the Government of the United 
States. Allapplictttions for permission to withdraw records from the· 
National Arclnves Building shall be made in writing on forms fur­
nished by the Archivist. Such forms shall be signed by the head of 
the agency making application or, in his nnme, by his representativer 
thereunto duly authorized. 

• 

APPENDIX IV 

BOOKS AND ARTICLES PUBLISHED, PAPERS READ, AND ADDRESSES 
DELIVERED BY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES STAFF 
DURING THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1937 

DonoTHY AnBAuon, catalogor in the Division of Oataloging. 
Notes on Progress at The National ArchiYes. Address before a 

meeting of the Ohio Valley Regional Group of Catalogers, 
Bloomington, Ind., May 15, 1037. 

The National Archives. Address before n class in history of the 
Laboratory School of Indiana Stttte Teachers College, Terre 
Haute, Ind., May 18, 1!>37. 

NELSON M. BLAKE, deputy creaminer in tlte Div it:Jion of Accessions. 
The Life nnd Work of General William Mahone of Virginia. Ad­

dress before students in arts and sciences of the Virgimn Military 
Institute, Lexington, Va., March 22, 1!>37, and before the Beverly 
Manor Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Staunton

7 
Va., Mnrch 23, 1!>37. 

The Orgamzation and 'Vork of The National Archh·es. Address 
before students in arts und sciences of the Virginia Military 
Institute, L exington, Va., Murch 22~ 1037, and before the history 
students and fnculty of l\Iary Balclwin College, Staunton, V u.1 

March 23, 1!>37. 

. J ouN G. BnADLEY, Oldef of tlto Division of J1lot ion Pictm·cs and 
Sound R ecordings. 

Report of the Committee on Preservation of Film, Society of Mo­
twn Picture Engineers. Jowf1lal of th~ Society, 27:147-154 
(Aug. 1936).

Foreword to "Stability of Motion Picture Films ns Determined by 
Accelerated Aging", by J. R Hill nnd C. G. Weber. Journal of 
the Society of Motion Picture En~ineers, 27: 678 (Dec. 1!)36) . 

Recording History in Three Dimenstons. Pun American Institute 
of Geography and History, Proreedings of tlte Second General 
.thsemb7y (Wushington, 1937), 403-410 . 

.Motion Picture Arclnves. Address before the 'Vnshington Chap­
ter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Wnshington, 
D. C., February 3, 1937. 

-Mexico. Address before the Chevy Chase Lions Club, Chevy Chase, 
Md. March 16, 1937. 

into Old Mexico by Auto. Recorded as a talking book for the 
American Found1ttion for the Blind, New York, Mny 12, 1937. 

·Chnnging Aspects of the Film Storage Problem. Paper rend be­
fore the Society of Motion Picture Engineers, Hollywood, Calif., 
May 27, 1937, and before the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer laboratory 
staff, Culver City, Calif., June 1, 1937. 
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Club, Clarendon, Va., May 27, 1937. 
The Use and 'Abuse of History. Commencement address at Ruu­

dolph-lHncon College, Ashland, Va., June 14, 1937. 

(Feb. 1037) . 
Review of El Oonaejo R eal y Supremo de la.~ l ndi(JJJ, by D r . Ernesto 

Schiifer. H iapanio American Histotical Review , 17 :211 (May 
1037) . 
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JoHN J . BRAUNER, editor of the Federal Registm·. 

Federal Register. Paper rend before the Federal Bar Associationl 
Washington, D. C., November 25, 1936; published in the Federar, 
Ba1• Association Journal, 3:37-40,48, 57 (Apr. 1937). 

PHILIP C. BnooKs, special e:»aminer in the Otflce of the Director of 
Archival Service. 

Review of Tlte First American Neut1·alit11, by Charles S. Hynemn.n. 
American Historical Review, 41:846 (July 1936). 

The National Archives. Radio interview on o. program entitled 
"Your Government at Your Service", broadcast by Station KGO, 
Sn.n Francisco, September 17, 1936. 

Review of Benjamtn Franklin, Englishman and Ame1"ican, by 
Verner W. Crane. North Oa1•olina Historical Review, 13:350 
(Oct. 1936). 

Review of The United States and Europe, 1815-18£3, by Edward 
H. Tatum, Jr. Hispanic American Historical Review, 17:70-72 
(Feb. 1937). 

Report of the Secretary, Society of American Archivists. Read 
before the annual meeting of the Society, Washington, D. C., 
June 18, 1937. 

Objectives and Activities of the Society of .American Archivists. 
Paper rend before n. conference on nrchiYes and libraries of the 
American Libmry Association, New York, June 23, 1937. 

SoLON J. BucK, Director of Publications. 
The Relation of The Nationul Archives to Histm·ical Agencies. 

Address before a Conference of E~ecutives of Historical Agencies, 
Chicago, February 26, 1937. 

Culture on the Fit'St 'l'rn.ns-Appnlachiun Ft·ontier. Pu.per rend 
befm·e The Liternry Society, Wnsllin~:,rton, D. C., Murch 13, 1937. 

'l'he Living Past. Paper rend before the College Honor Society of 
American University, 'Vnshington, D. C., M:UI·ch 24,1937. 

The National Archives. Rudio uddress broadcnst by Station 
WBBC, Brooklyn, N.Y., April17, 1937. 

R. D. W. CoNNon, .tlrchiviltt of the United State8. 
The Nntional Archives. Ammicana Annual, 1937 (New York, 

1937), 470-473. 
The National Archives. Address before the Southern Policy Com­

mittee, ·washington, D. C., 1937. 
The Nntionul Archives. Paper rend before the Pennsylvania His­

torical Society, Philadelphiu, Junuur.v 11, 1937, und before The 
Literary Society, Wushington, D. C., February 20, 1937. 

Public Archives und Public Libml'ies ; Their Functions and Pmc­
tices. Address before the District of Columhit, Library Associa­
tion , Washington, D. C., 1\Iny 2G, 1937. 

The Nutionnl Archives. Address before the Clurendon Rotary 
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JESSES. Douous, reference supervisor in the Division of Reference. 

Review of The 1Vestern Military Frontier, 1815-1840, by Henry 
Putney Beers, and of MilitaMJ Posts and Oamps in Oklalwma, 
by William Brown Morrison. Pacific Northwest Quarterly, 
28: 193-196 (Apr. 1937). 

ELIZABETH B. DnEWRY, reference supervisor in the Division of Ref­
erence. 

Imperialism: The Road to Chaos. Schol(JJJtic, 30:11 (Feb. 1937) . 

W. NEIL FRANKLIN, special e:»aminer in the Otflce of the Director of 
Archival S ervice. 

The East Tennessee Historical Society's Publications, No. 8. 
[Knoxville] 1936, 172 p. Edited. 

BESs GLENN, cataloge1· in the Division of Oataloging. 
Cataloging Materials in The National Archives. Address befor& 

the South Carolina Library Association, Sumter, S. C., May 8, 
1937. 

PHIUP M. HA1IER, Chief of the Division of the Libra1-y. 
The Value of Archives. Address before the Florida Historical 

Society, Gainesville, November 17, 1936. 
Records of the Confederacy Located by the Survey of Federal 

Archives. Paper read before the Southern Historical Associa­
tion, Nashville, November 20, 1936. 

The Survey of Federal Archives. Address before a Conference of 
Executives of Historical Agencies, Chicago, February 27, 1937. 

Federal Archives Outside the District of Columbia. Paper rend 
before the Society of American Arcl1ivi sts, Washington, D. C., 
J nne 10, 1937. 

Libraries and the Preservation of :Archives. Address before a con­
ference on archives and libraries of the American Library Asso­
ciation, New York, June 23, 1937. 

DoROTHY J. HILL, cataloger in tiLe Div ision of Cataloging. 
Monograph Series; Their Classification and Their Catalog Records. 

Paper rend before the Cutalog Section of the American Library 
Association, New York, June 23, 1937. 

RoscoE R. HILL, Cldef of tl~c Di viaion of Ol(JJJsification. 
Sources of American Histot·y in Sp1mish A rchives. Pan American 

Instit ute of Geogl'llphy und History, Procradings of tiLe S econd 
General A ssem bl:'l {WilShington, 1937), 257-267. Also reprinted 
in ~art ft·om Boletin de la Un ion P anamericana for April 1936 
u.s 'Fuentes de historia nmericnna en los nrchiYos espaLfioles" in 
R eviata geograft'ca americana, 6:70-73 (July 1936) . 

Review of Oosta Rica and Civ ilization in tlw Oaribbean, by Chestet· 
Lloyd Jones. Hispanic American. H istorical R eview, 17: 68-70 
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RoscoE R. H~Continued. 

Review of Emayo Historico sobre el De1·eclw Oonstitucional de. 
Nicaragua, by Emilio Alvarez. Hi.~panic American Ilistorical 
Review, 17:212 (May 1937). 

Impressions of Latm American Archives. Address before the Dis­
trict of Columbia Library Association, Washington, D. C., May 
4, 1937. 

DonSEY W. HYDE, Jn., Director of Archival Service. 
Public Archives and Public Documents ns Aids to Scholarship. 

American Library Association, Pttblic Documents, 1936, p. 179­
186. 

The National Archives. Address before the Rutgers Club, Wash­
ington, D. C. December 1, 1936; before a conference on genea­
logical records of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
Washington, D. C. December 4, 1036; before the Philadelphia 
Chn:P,ter of the Special Librnries Associtttion, Philndelphia, 
AJ.ml 3, 1937; and before the Nationnl Association of Penman­
slnp Teachers and Supervisors, Washington, D. C., April 26, 
1937. 

History of the Special Libraries Association. Address before the 
New Jersey Chapter of the Special Libraries Association, New­
ark December 4, 1936. 

The National Archives of tl1e United States. Pan American In­
stitute of Geography and History, Proceedings of the Second 
General Assembly (Washin"'ton, 1937), 461--467. 

Can S. L. A. Operate a Self-§upporting Program of Publication? 
Special Libraries, 28:107-110 (Apr. 1937). 

Essential Functions in the Organization of The National Archives. 
Paper rend before a conference on archives and libraries of the 
American Library Association, New York, June 22, 1937. 

DALLAS D. InviNE, deputy ea:aminer in the Division of Accessions. 
The Misuse of Air Power. lnfantr~J Journal, 44:255 (May-June 

1937).
Review of Tlte United States Army in lVar and Peace, by Oliver 

Lyman Spaulding. Joumal of the American :Military History 
Foundation, 1 : 80 (Summer 1937). 

W. L. G. Jomo, Ohief of the Division of Maps and Oltarts. 
Federal Surveys nnd Maps. American Year Book, 1936, p. 251-255. 
Review of Georg Wilhelm Steller, the Pioneer of Alaskan NaturaZ 

HistoMJ, by Leonhard Stejneger. GeograpMcal Review, 27:350­
352 (Apr. 1937). 

The Cartographical Results of Ellsworth's Trans-Antarctic Fll~ht 
of 1935. Geographical Review, 27: 430-444 ( J u1y 1037). With 
separate map. 

BERNARD R. KENNEDY, Director of the Division of tlte Federal 
RegiJJter. 

The New Federal Register. American Library Association, Public 
Documents, 1936, p. 50-56. 

The 	Federal Register. Address before the special committee on 
administrative law of the American Bnr Association, Boston, 
August 27, 193G. 
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AuTuun E. KmnERLY1 Oltief of the Division of Rc7Jair and Preserva­

tion. 
Smnmnry Report. of Nutionul Bureau of Standatds Research on 

Presermtion of Records. 'Vushington, 1937. 28 p. (Nntional 
Bureau of Standards, Miscellan eous Publication M154.) 'Vritteu 
in collaboration with B . W. Scribner. 

Comparison of Current l\Iannscl'ipt Rcpait· :Methods. Paper rettd 
before the Society of An1el"icnn At·chh·ists, 'Vnshin:,rt:on, D. C., 
.Tune 18, 1037. 

G. LEIGHTON L .\FuzE, olaxsi:fim• i11- the Division of Ola.~sification. 
Review 	of Nentrality and Oollecti-ve Security, edited by Quincy 

Wright. Oltrbltian Ocntw·y, 54:285 (Mar. a, 1937). 

PAuL LEWINSON, deputy e:vamine1• in the Dh,ision of A cl'eliRioru. 
Review of Look Atvay.' .A Diidc Notebook:, by James H. Street. 

Mississippi TTalley Historical Review, 23:315 (Sept. 1936). 
Review of Brooldngs,- a Biography, by Hermann Hagedorn. Mis­

.vis.vippi TTalley Hutorical Review, 24: 97 (June 1937). 
Review of Macliine Politics in New 01•leans, 1897-19Z6, by George 

M. Reynolds. M iR8isaippi TTalley Historical R eview, 24: 100 
( J llllC 1937). 

CAuL L. LoKitE, classifier in tlte Diui.~ion of Olassification. 
The French Agricultural Mission to Egypt in 1801. Agricultu1•al 

lli~tory, 10:111-117 (July 1936). 
Review of Bu,vsy et l'h1de {rancaise, 1?'.10-1785, by Alfred Mnr­

tinenu . American Histoncal RevieiiJ, 42: 309 (Jan. 1937). 
Problems in the Clnssification of Food Admimstl'lltion Papers. 

Pnper rend before the Society of American Archivists, Wash­
ington, D. C., June 18, 1937. 

WtLI,IAl\r D. 1\fcCAIN, ''laRsifier in tlte Division of Classification. 
The United States and the Republic of Punnma. Durham, Duke 

Univet·sity Press. 1937. X\'1 278 p. 
Review of Aaron Burr, tlte Proud Pretender, by Holmes Alex­

ander. Delta Star (Greenville, Miss.), April 25, 1937. 
Review of Tlw StoryJ of King Ootton, by Harris Dickson. Delta. 

Sta1• (Greenville, Miss.), May 16, 1937. 

ANous H. McDoNALD, 1'cf e1'cnce 81.tperviso1' in tlte Division of Refer­
ence. 

The Soil Builder. Soil OonJ~f'rtJation, 2:50-51, 58 (Sept. 1936); 
condensed in 0 on.~ervation, 2: 4 (Oct. 1936). 

Et·osion by \Viml nnd 'Vnter in Oklnhomn. Soil Oonsn·uation, 
2: 233-235 (Apr. 1937). 

Eol\fOND S. MF...\NY, cla8aifier in t.l1e Divi.~ion of Olaa.~fication. 
Re,•iew of Jl!odern Rules of Parliam-t>nlary P.1·ocedurt>, by Robet·t 

D. Leigh. lVa8ldnrJton Po.~t, June 6, 1937. 
Ueview of Tlw Road to Reunion, 186()- 1900, by Pnul H. Buck. 

1Va..vlti1lqton Post, .Tune 13, 1937. 
Ueview of Sotttlt after Gi'U,1JII7ntrg; L ette1•s of Oornelia. Ilmu•ol'l.· 

j1•om tl1e A1•my of tlte Potomac, 18/jS- 186'5, edited by Hem·iettu 
Strntton Jaquette. Wasltington Po.vf: ,June 13, 1037. 
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Tumu.As M. OwEN, Jn., Chief of the Division of Accessi01l8. 

Reports of the National Historian [of The AmCl·icun Legion] iu 
Repm·ts to the Eigldeentl~ Annual National ConNmtion of The 
Amm·ican Legion, 86-92; in Digest of 11fimttes, National EmPClf­
tive Committee 11/eeting, NoYember 19 and 20, 1930, p. 49; and in 
Digest of illinutes, National &cecutive Cmnrnittee jJfecti11g. Mny 
6 and 7, 1937, p. 69. 

AddressPs before American Legion groups, as follmvs : Yom· J oh 
and Mine, Cleveland, September 21, 1936; Phms for the Hl3i 
Post History Contest, Indianapolis, November 16, 1930; The 
American Legion's Contribution to Our America, ProYidence, 
December 31, 1936; The Commttnder is Forward. Richmonrl, Vu., 
February 67..1937; Once in a Lifetime, Washington, D. C., Murch 
16, 1937; l!istory as Literature, Suffolk, Vtt., April 12, 1937; 
Seven Air-Conditioned Trains, Farmville, Va., April 14, 1937; 
and The Voice of the Legion, Indinnapolis, May 7, 1937. 

Side by Side. Address before the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Cleveland, September 23, 1936. 

Greetings from the Nationul Historian of The Aml'ricnn Legion. 
Address before the Natiotml Child 'Velfare Conference, Wash­
ington, D. C., January 29, 1937. 

Gentlemen-Unafraid. Address before the R. E. Coontz Chnpter, 
Amm·icnn War Mothet·s, Washington, D. C., February 9 1037. 

A Le~ion Dt·enm Comes True. Ame1•ican Legion Jllontldy , 22: 1, 
48 (Mar. 1937). 

A 'Vreuth of Appreciation. Address ns representative of The 
Amel'icnn Legion at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 'Wush­
ington, D. C., May 30, 1937. ' 

THAD P.AGE, Admi·nistrative Searctm·y. 
The National Archives. Addt·ess before the Kiwanis Club, Pine­

hurst, N. C., June 9, 1937. 

JonN R. RussELL, Oltlef of tlte Divi!Jion of Cataloging. 
The National Archives. Address before the Dlinois Clutpter of 

the Special Libruries Associationj Chicngo, December 29, 1936, 
and before the University of 1\lic tignn Alumni Club, Wttshing­
ton, D. C., February12, 1937. 

Cooperative Cutalogm~ in Europe. Oataloge1w' and Classifi.{m;' 
Yearbook, No.6 (Chicago, 1937), 1~25. 

Russian Libraries. Address before n group of stnff members of 
the Library of Congress, 'Vnshington, D. C., June 10, 1937. 

Report on the 'Vork of the Coopet'lttive Cataloging Committee. 
Paper rend before the Catalog Section of the Ame1:icnn Library 
Association, New York, ,June 23 1937. 

Some Problems in Cataloging .Arcltives. Paper rend before a con­
femnce on archives and librnl'ies of the American Libmry Asso­
ciation, New York, June 23, 1937. 

NELSON VANCE RussELL, Chief of the Division of Reference. 
The Work of The National Archives. Pttper read at the 111mnnl 

history conference of the Stute University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
February 6, 1937. 

BOOKS, ARTICLES, PAPERS, ADDRESSES BY STAFF 

THEODORE R. SenELLENBERG, deputy ea;aminer in the DivifJion of 
Acceesions. 

Contributions to Manual on Methods of Reproducing R esearch 
Matm·ials; a Survey Made for the Joint Commit tee on Ma terials 
for R e$earclt, by Robert C. Binldey and others. Ann Arbor, 
Edwards Brothers, 1936. 207 p. 

General Re'•iew of Apparatus. American Library Association, 
Microplwtograplty for Libmriee, 1936, p. 27-31. 

VERNON G. SETSER, reference supervisor in tlte Div ision of R eference. 
The Commercial Reciprocity Policy of the United States, 1774­

1829. Philadelphia, University of Pennsy lvania Press, 1937. 
xi, 305 p. 

JoHN F. SmMoNs, r esearch assistant in tlw Office of the Director of 
A1•cltival S e1'Vice. 

Report on the Transportation Costs of the Kansas-Nebraska Group 
of Natural Gus-Companies Controlled by North American Light 
& Po,ver Co. Fedeml Trade Commission, Utility Corporations 
(Washington, 1936), 2950-2950, and map. 

VERNON D. TATE, Ohief of the DivU!Wn of Plwtographio Reprodw­
tion and Resea1•clt. 

Criteria for Measuring the Effectiveness of Rending Devices. 
American Library .Association, Microplwtography for Libraries, 
1936, p. 13-26. 

Microphotogrn.phy for the Special Library. Paper read before the 
New York Chapter of the Special Libraries Association, New 
York, J1tmmry 27, 1937; published in Special L ibraries, 28: 115­
118, 145-149 (Apr., :May-Jnne 1937). 

Microphotography and The National Archh•es. Address before 
the Ha1·vurd University Library Club, Cambridge, February 16, 
1937. 

1 Review of Tlte Argonauts of 1769, a Nm·rative of tlu3 Occupation 
of San Diego and 1lfonte1'61J by Don Ga8pm· de Portola, by Fred 
W. Atkinson. Hispanic American H istorical R eview, 17: 22Q 
(M_n_y 1937). ........_ 

The Year's Progress in Microphotography. Paper rend befot•e IL 
conference on photographic reproduction of library materials of 
the American Library .Association, New York, June 24, 1937. 

ALlmN R. 'VRioHT, claJJsifier in the Division of Classification. 
Origins of the Argentine Supreme Court. World Affairs, 99 :165­

170 (Sept. 1936) . 
Juan Manuel de Rosas and the Church. South Ame1'ican Dicta­

tors During tlte First Century of Independence, edited by A. 
Curtis Wilgus (Washington, 1937), p. 473-488. Reprint, 16 p. 

IRENE A. WmoHT, special emaminB7' in the Office of tlte Directo1• of 
Archival S ervice. 

The Situation in Spain. Address delivered in Washington , D. C., 
before the Twentieth Century Club, October 5, 1936; before the 
World Caravan Guild, October 6, 1936; before the Wesley 
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H t•ights Round Table, October 31, 1936; before the l\Iuiiana. Club, 
Novcmber 14, 1!>3G; before the Washington Chapter of the Su­
dety of '\Vomnn Geogrnphers, December 14, 1936; before the 
Washington Bmnch or the American Association of University 
" romcn, ,Juuunr.l' 25, 1!J37; befot-e the Petworth '\Vomnn'!:i Club, 
Ft•ln·•mry 1! 193• ; before the Chnrles C. Swishet· History Club, 
George Washington University, February li, 19:}7; nnd before 
the Stnnford Club of Washington, Murch 9, 1937. 

Chnngit~ Customs of Old Spnin. Address before the '\Vorld Cm·· 
uvnn uuild, Wnshington, D. C., October 20, 1936. 

Rt•miniscences of Spanish Archh·es. Address before the Inter­
Americnu Forum on the Sp1mish Archives, George Wnshington 
University, Washington, D. C., Decembet· 18, 1936. 

Chnnging Soci1ll Customs of Sevill.e with Speciul Reference to 
'\Vomen. Addt·ess befot·e n meetmg held under the nuspices 
of the World Fellowship Committee. Y. '\V. C. A., Wnshinhrton, 
D. C., Janunry 21, 1937. 

APPENDIX V 

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE SURVEY OF FEDERAL 
ARCHIVES TO THE WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION FOR THE 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1937 

The Sul'\'e~ of Federal Archives outside the District of Columhia 
begun opemtton ns WPA Sponsored Federnl Project No. 4. with The 
National Archives us coopemting sponsor, on January 1, 1936. 
Originally authorized to operate for 6 months, it gathered during 
this period information regarding the location, conditions of stomge, 
and genera) content of some two million linear feet of records of the 
Federal Govet·nment in the 48 States of the Union. This large 
Yolume, however, constituted only nbout 40 J.>ercent of the total of 
such records. Accordingly, in order thnt the mformntion desired by 
The N ntional Archives might be obtained for us large a proportion 
of the totnl na circumsttmces would permit, provision was mnde to 
continue the Survey until June 30, 1937. To finnnce it, a total of 
$2,068,757 was made nvailnble for the fiscnl year 1937 by a series of 
Presidential Letters, in addition to certain sums from the original 
authorization of $1,176,000 that hnd not been expended in the preced. 
ing fiscnl year. Achml payments during the yenr amounted to 
$2,152,115. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORQANIZATION AND PERSONNEL 

During the fiscnl yettr 1937 the Survey's general plan of orgnnizn­
tion remnined substnntinlly the same as when it wus originally estlth­
lisheu. Centmlized planning for nnd dh-ection of the Nation-wiue 
project wns continued by means of n coordin1tting project, or heud­
qunrters stntf, with nn nvern~ employment of 29, which had its 
offices in the National Archives Building in Washington. Dr. Philip 
M. Hnmer continued ns National Director of the Sm·\'ey. On August 
16, 1936, however, he wns appointed Chief of the Division of the 
Librnry of The National Archtves, nnd from that dnte he divided his 
time Lt~tween the duties of the two positions. Dr. Theodore R 
Schellenberg resigned nt the end of the fiscal yeur 1936 us Associate 
Nutiomtl Director to resume his work ns de1,1uty exnminer in the 
Division of Accessions of The National Arcluves, und the position 
was not subsequently filled. On Jummry 16, Dr. G. Philip B:tuer, 
who hud been on the Sur\'ey staff since the ,rrcceding April ns re­
search ussistnnt, wn.s nppointed Assistant Nattonnl Director and wns 
given major responsibility for tho editodnl work of the '\-Vushingtou 
office until his resi~:,rnation on Ap1·il 19 to become research nssistunt 
in the Division of Research of The Nntiouul Archives. Research 
nssistnnts on the staff of tho Sm·vey were appointed during the year 
as :follows: On August 1, Mr. Lewi s J. D1trter, Jr., nnd Mr. David 
K. McC.trrell, cundidates for Ph. D. de~:,rt·ees at the University of 
Pennsylvania uud Duke Unh·ersity, respecth•ely; on October 8, Mr. 

93 



95 

-

fl 

TIIIUD ANNUAL REPORT OF ARCHIVIST94 
Sears F. Riepma, candidate for the Ph. D. degree in history at 
1Vestern Reserve University land on May 19, Mr. Arthur R. Kooker, 
who was trunsferred from Ius position as regional director in Michi­
g:m. Mr. Cttrl Louis Gregory, special assistant in charge of collec­
tions of motion pictures other photographic records, and sound 
recordings, resigned on Mttrch 16 to accept a position us motion-pic­
ture engmeer in the Division of Motion Pictures and Sound Record­
ings in The National Archives, but he continued to devote part of his 
time to the work of the Survey. 

The field organization of the Survey and the regional directors 
and their assistants remained the same as in the preceCling fiscal year, 
with the following exceptions: 

Illinois: Mr. W1llinm E. Austin resigned on April17 as assistant 
director and no successor was appointed. 

Indiana: Mr. William 0. Lynch resigned ns director on July 15 
but continued to serve in an advisory capacity to his assistant, Mr. 
J. Harley Nichols, who succeeded him. 

Iowa, Kamas, and Nebrasl~a: Dr. James L. Sellers, professor of 
history in the University of Nebraska, succeeded Mr. Francis E. 
Fitzgerald as director on December 6. 

Kentucky mul Tennessee: Judge Samuel C. 1Villiams resigned as 
director on October 31 and no successor was appointed for the region. 
In Kentucky, Mr. John 'Vilson Townsend, historian and former 
State suRervisor, became director for the State. In Tennessee, Mr. 
Lowe '\\atkins, a member of the Nashville bar and former State 
supervisor, served as State director until his resigt1ation on May 1. 
Tem1essee was then added to the region made up of Arkansas, Loui­I ~ i' 	 siana, and Mississippi under Mr. Stanley C. Arthur, with Mr. John 
Luton, formerly Mr. 'Vntkins' assistant, us State supervisor. 

Michigan: Upon the transfer of Mr. Arthur R. Kooker to the 
Washington office on l\Iuy 19, Mr. Frank Murphy, formerly State 
supervisor, ser\'ed as acting director until the end of the 1iscal year. 

Minnesota: The work of the Survey being virtually completed by 
May 31, Mr. Jacob Hodnefield resigned as assistant director to accept 
a position as State director of the Historical Records Survey. 

Missouri: Dr. Walter Krausnick, a member of t.he faculty of 
Washington University, succeeded Mr. H. Hadley Grimm on October 
19 as assistant director on a pttrt-time basis. 

Montana: Dr. Paul C. Phillips, professor of history in the Uni­
versity of Montana and State director of the Historical Records 
Survey, succeeded l\Ir. Daniel J. Sullivan as director on December 6. 

New Mexico: :Mr. Lansing B. Bloom resigned as director on June 6 
nnd the State was added to the region made up of Colorado and 
Wyoming under Mr. Clifford M. Sublette. 

Oltio: Dr. William D. Overman resigned as director on February 
15 and was succeeded by his assistant Mr. William M. Verross. 

Oldalwma: Mr. Powell Boyd, gmtiuate student at the University 
of Oklahoma, succeeded Mr. James W. Moffitt us assistant director on 
February 15. 

Oregon and lJ'aaltington: Mr. Jesse S. Douglas resigned us director 
on October 15 to accept a position with The N ntional Archives and 
was succeeded by his assistant, Mr. Paul E. Hartmus. After the 
death of Mr. Hartmus in April, this region was added to that mude 
up of California and Nevada under the direction of Dr. Charles L. 
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Stewart, and Mr. Conrnd E. Peterson, formerly assistant State super­
visor under Mr. Hartmus, was made supervisor of the Oregon proJect. 

Eaatcrn P emUJylvania: Dr. John P. Corry, who had received his 
Ph. D. degree in history from the University of Pennsylvania, suc­
ceeded Mr. Richard H. Heimlel ns director on July 31 and served 
until December 20, when the re~ion wus added to the region made up 
of New York Cit~ und Long Island under Dr. Richard B. Morris. 
Mr. J nmes L. 1Vluteheud, formerly project superintendent in Phila­
delphia and a graduate student in histot·y at the University of Penn­
sylvania, was made assistant director for Eastern Pennsylvania. 

Rltode lahuul and Connecticut: Mr. Norman L. Kilpatrick served 
us director on n JliU't·time basis after his return in July to active duty 
in the Brown Unh·ersity Libmry, with 1\Ir. R. A. McLeod and Mr. 
'Villiam B. Gnrtlner us assistants, until June 5, 1937, when this region 
was added to that of Massachusetts. umler Mr. John"' · McElroy. 

South Oaroli11a: 1\Iiss Edith Belle Layman, who had served as 
acting director following the resignution of Mrs. Jessie Reed Burnett, 
wns appointed director on August 1. 

T e:raa: Mr. D. Roy Parker, a graduate student in politicrtl science 
ut the University of Texns, succeeded Dr. Richard R. Stenberg ns 
director on August 31. 

Virginia: Dr. Kathleen Bruce, formerly a member of the history 
faculties of the Coll~e of William und Mary and Hollins College, 
succeeded 1\fr. Terry v . .Qurham as director on September 15. 

West Vi1'{Jinia: On June 5 this State was added to the region of 
Ohio under Mr. V\Tilliam M. Verross. 

Virgin Islands: Provision was made to extend the Survey to the 
Virgin Islands nt the request and with the assistance of Governor 
Lawl'Cnce 1Y. Crumm·, and on August 16 Mr. Harold Larson was 
given leave of nbsence from his position as reference supervisor in 
The National Archh•es to direct the work there. After he resumed 
his duties in The National Archives on April 16, 1937, he continued 
to supervise this work and to prepare reports on the information 
obtained in the Islands. 

WORK OF THE WASHINGTON OFFICE 

The ·washington office kept closely in touch with the regional offices 
in order to promote a uniform understanding of the purposes and 
procedures of the Survey. Regional directors submitted semi­
monthly nan-ative progress reports in addition to monthly reports on 
emllloyment; on expenditures and man-month costs; on linear footage, 
agencies, and pluces .surveyed; on forms completed; and, in the latter 
part of the year, on progress on the descriptiVe inventory of the rec­
ords surveyed. The Washington office sent out 125 memoranda with 
general instructions and information for ull regional offices and wrote 
numet·ous letters on particular regionrll or locul problems. Informa· 
tion wus compiled for final reports on conditions of stol'l\ge and on 
collections of motion pietures, other photographic records, and sound 
recordings, and the preparation of a descriptive inventory of Federal 
archives outside the District was begun. 'l'ho N ationnl Director held 
conferences with Survey officials from a number of re¢ons in New 
York City in July, in Nashville in November, and in Providence in 
December. In August and April he made trips of inspection that 
took him as far as the west coast and into 30 cities where the Survey 
was in progress. Other members of the stnff of the Washington office 
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visited 29 cities on inspection trips through the North, the Enst, and 
the South. 

The Nutionnl Director discussed phnscs of the work of the Sun·ey nt 
meetings of the Flol'idn Historical Society in Gninesville and the 
Southern Histol'icul Association in Nnshville in Novembet·, at con­
ferences of legul histol'inns in New York City and of executives of 
historical societies in Chicago in Februnry, nnd nt meetin:.,rs of the 
Society of Amm·icnn Archivists in \Vnshin.1->ton und of the Amet·icnn 
Libl'Ury Association in New York City in June. 

EMPLOYMENT QUOTAS 

At the close of the fiscul yeur 1936, 2,895 persons wet·e em~;>loyed hy 
the Sun·ey. At the request of the Nntionnl Directot·, estmmtes of 
man-months of employment needed to complete the work hnd bceu 
submitted hy ret:,.-ionnl directors priot· to June ao, 1936. On the basis 
of thes~ eshmntes it w!ts thought ~lutt, even nllowing for underesti ­
mntes, It would be possthle to ternunute the Survey by the end of the 
cnlendnr yeur. Armngements were nccordingly made to provide a 
total of 13,800 man-months of employment for the G months ending­
December 31, 1936, nmounting to 1111 uvem:,re employment of 2,:300 
per month. It was plnnned to reduce employment month by month 
so tl111t, though employment in the. early pnrt of the new fiscal yeut· 
would exceed 2,300, it would be brought sufliciently low in the Inter 
months to maintain thiR nvemge fot· the 6-month pet·iod. The np­
portionmeut of the total umong the seYeml States wns to be made us 
recommended by the Nuti01ml Director. 

As IL result of the policy of quotu reductions, total employment walli 
~ecreuscd from nn a~eruge of 2,773 in.July to 2.624 in August. 2,a01 · 
m September, 2,3!}3 m October, 2,224 m Nm·embet·, nnd 1,919 in De­
cember. Before this time, however, it hnd become nppurent thut the 
work then in progt-ess could not be completed by the end of the cnlt>n­
dnr yeur. In Nm·cmbet· regionul directot'S were nguin requested to 
submit estimates of the time nnd mntHnonths of employment needed 
to complete the work. On the basis of these estiumtes niTnngements 
were nmde to continue the Survey in the expectntion thut it could be 
completed without question in ull Shttes by the end of the fiscal year. 
Reductions in quotus were mude periodicnlly, howevet·, until April 
when the policy of enfot·ced reductions was discontinued. AYemt.."l\ 
employment during this month wns 1,349, nnd in .June it was 1,317. 
During the 12-month period the Survey furnished 23,072 num-months 
of employment, llll uvernge of 1,923 per month, nt an u \'ernge man­
month cost of $93.30. 

Notices of prospective reductions in employment, were sent to re­
gionul directors well in udYUnce of the time they wem to go into effect. 
which mude it possible to obtnin the trnnsfer to other projects of m· 
to find private employment for mnny of those who were to be dropped. 
Nevertheless, m1my mdividtutls were left without work un<l in l'enl 
distress. These periodic reductions in employment quotas were un­
fortunate in their efl'ect upon the work of the Survey. The fenr of 
being dropped wns injul'ious to the momle of many worket·s, how­
ever conscientious they might be. Some regional directors reported 
that so much of their time wus tuken up with the problem of findinl! 
employment for workers whose services were to be terminated thut 
the professional uspects of their work hnd to be ueglected. 

Wl'A SURVEY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 

TRAINING AND QUALIFICATIONS OF WORKERS 

During the fiscul yeur 1937 the number of persons employed by the 
Survey who were not certified for relief constituted approximately 17 
percent of the personnel, or 15 percent, if the Wushington office, 
where only non~certified persons were employed. be excluued. From 
Stute to State the percentage varied greutly. In :Massachusetts, 
Louisiunu, und :Montnna, fot· exam))le, it wus very low, while in New 
York, Mnrylund, and Wyoming 1t was high. V uriations resulted 
from such fucto1-s us con,ditions of employment, the strictness with 
which local authorities interpreted certification regulations, and the 
ability of u regional <lirecto1· to find competent workers on the relief 
roJls und to urmnl!e for their ussignment to his project. 

The non-certified personnel formed, for the most purt, the udminis­
tmtive and supm·vism·y stuffs in the field. Unfortunately, much of 
the time of the profess\onnlly trnined members of the field force, par­
ticularly thut of the directot'S and their ussistants, wns taken up by 
the muny ndministrutive pt·oblems thnt arose, nnd consequently little 
time wns left for careful examination and criticism of the work being 
done. Nevertheless, without these worket'S the uccomplishment.s of 
the Survey would have been menget·. 

Most of the workers of the certified gt·oup were of the "white­
collnr" clnss nnd were classified as "skilled" or "professional and tech­
nical" workers. An analysis of the personnel records of locnl projects 
indirates thut them wet·e roughly two categories into which these cer­
tified workers fell. The first, und probably larger group1 was com­
posed of persons of 45 yeut'S of nge nn<l above. Some ot these hnd 
known wenlth and power; some hnd held minor clerical jobs and when 
reductions in business stuffs were mnde they had been released; some 
were teachers who in the "economy cuts" were dropped; others were 
skilled office workers who hud spent almost a life-time in firms that 
bec1une bankrupt in the curly thirties; some were widows, or wives of 
unemployable men; some were drifters tmd incompetents. All hnd 
felt the dept·ession nnd their nge hud militated against them. The 
well-known t-eluctnnce of primte enterprise to employ nnyone over 45 
often kept even the best-qualified persons from filling positions they 
might have held with credit to themseh·es and to their employers. In 
the second group were young people in their twenties. 1\luny of them 
had attended college; some hud degrees from the best universities in 
the country. Most of them, however, had only a high school educa­
tion. They had left school in time to be caught in the downward 
sm·ge of the deJ?ression, und mnny of them never hud nn opportunity 
to utilize the skills they possessed. The personnel problems presented 
by these groups were usually personality problems us well. Every 
successful supen•isor also bud to be u cnse wot·ker, becnnse some of 
his worlcers lutd been so thorou~hly beaten that they regarded every­
body with suspicion. It wns difficult to make such people u purt of 
nu effective orgunizntion, hut it is believed that Survey supervisol'S 
did good work in mentnlns well us in occupational relmhilitntion. 

Another· problem which the Survey faced was the tendency of n 
few workers to nttempt to muke the work ut hnnd lust ns long as 
possible. The relief worket·'s nuturul reluctnnce to work himself 
out of 1~ job is undet·stnndnble, . especinlly in view of the fuct that it 
wus ft·equently difficult, even impossible nt times, to nrmnge for his 
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reassignment to another project. Nevertheless, it is believed thttt 
there were relatively :few willful loafers on Survey projects, particu­
larly in those States where regional directors were most free to }>l'e­
designate the assif_rlment of personnel and to drop those whose wot·k 
was most unsatisfactory. 

The great majority of the workers labored long and faithfully. 
They were eager to see tl1eir job well done. Even when the closing 
of the project wus definitely in sight and it wus expected that there 
would be a noticeable let-down in morale, members of the adminis­
trative staff wet·e agreeably surprised to find that the t•everse was 
often the case. The following statement presented to one of the 
regional directors is typical of the attitude of many of the workers: 

We, the undersigned employees ot the State Office of the Federal Archives 
Survey, in a meeting called entirely under our own lnltlntlve, have unnnlmously 
decided to oiTer our services for over-time work, without compensation, to enable 
yon to more fnlly clear up yonr undertaking In connection with closing the 
proje<>t In the most satisfactory mnnner. 

Such offers, which had to be refused because of re6'1.tlations against 
overtime work, indicate the willing spirit of many on the local staffs. 

To the credit of the workers is the fact that many custodians of 
Federal archives have been commendatory of the Survey. Every 
attempt was made to provide competent supervision, but in the last 
analysis the success ot· failure of such a large project depended upon 
the mdividual surveyors. By their industry, tuct, and interested, 
workmanlike attitude toward their job, most of them won the respect 
of the people with whom they came in contact, not a few of whom 
wer~ ~t first inclined to regard any part of the WPA program with 
susp1c10n. 

The :following excerpt from a Jetter to a regional director from a 
minor official with Federal archives in his custody is both amusing 
and indicative of the appreciation which custodians often expressed: 
Writing you this letter to thnnk you for pnttlng off coming to my office to 
straighten out our records. I hnoglne the supervisor hns already told you 
I lost my ruther lost week nml when your men showed up the clerk wouldn't 
let them ln, well yesterday they got through with their wort;:, nnd I mus t soy­
they did n fine job, espcclnlly here where we hnYc no filing system whnt-so-eym·, 
nnd papers nre just put ln boxes nn1l stored In nttlc or b11semcnt, nR rnse mn~· 
he, nnd some of the pnpers just fell npurt when tonche1l. It's too bnd thut the~· 
don't have n job like this done more often, any every five years. I nlso wnnt 
you to know thnt the men thnt were here certnlnly conducted themselves like 
gentlemen. 

QUANTITY AND NATURE OF THE RECORDS SURVEYED 

During the first half of tlm fiscal year the field :force continued to 
be occupied chiefly with surveying records and with recording on 
printed forms the information thus obtained. Durin~ the second 
half of the year, however, this work tapered ofl' somewhat and that 
of compiling an inventory increasingly occupied the attention of the 
staff. When the project was continued into the fiscal year 1937, it 
was planned to survey the records not only of the larger and olde .. 
agencies but of all agencies of the Government outside the District 
of Columbia, with the exception of minor and inaccessible ones, such 
as small post offices, isolated CCC camps, and remote offices of the 
Department of Agriculture Extension Service. In every State a 
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sampling of the records of such small agencies was made by sm·veying 
some of them, when to do so was not too costl:y and did not prevent 
the completion of more important work, and m Maryland, at least, 
reports were made on the records of every agency , even the smallest 
fourth-class post office, the existence of which could be ascertained. 
By the end of the fiscal year, with the exception of New :Mexico and 
V1rginia, where much resurveying was necessary, and of a small num­
ber of scattered agencies of consequence in a few other States, thi s 
phase of the Survey's work l1ad been completed. 

During the fiscal year 1937, 2,794,670 Iineur feet. of records wen~ 
surveyed as compared with 2,081,791 linear feet surYeyed during the 
4 months of the preceding fiscal year in which field work was in 
progress. The total quantity of Federal ar<'hives.outside the Di~tt;ict 
of Columbia can, therefore, be placed at approxrmately five m1lhon 
linear feet. 0£ this total, the greatest quant ity, 639,4Vl Hnem· :feet, 
was found in the State of New York, and of tlus quantity 80 percent 
was in New York City. Illinois had the second lnr~est quant ity, 
469,362 linear feet; California was third, with 337,876 linear feet ; 
and Texas was fourth, with 267,315 linear feet. The smallest quan­
tities were found in ·wyoming, with 11,859 linear feet ; Delaware, 
with 8,444linear feet; and Nevada, with 6,424linear :feet. 

Of the 4,217,426 linear :feet of records on which typed repm·ts had 
oeen received in the 1Vashin~on office by June 30, 1937, the P ost 
Office Department, with 771;t66 linenr feet, possessed the greatest 
quantity, despite the fnct that the records of many thousnnds of 
second-, third-, and fourth-class post offices were not surveyed. The 
Department of the Treasury, particularly becau se of the muny district 
offices of the Customs Service, was second, with 709,770 linear f eet. 
The War Department took third pluce, with 514,539 linear feet , an 
important pnrt of this totttl being in its numerous storaL:,rc Wltrehouses. 
The Federal courts, whose records were among the most valuuhle as 
well as the most bulky of those surveyed, contributed 285,873 linear 
:feet. The Department of Agriculture had 284,288. The Works 
Progress Admmistmtion, in approximately the first 2 yenrs of its 
existence, was :found to hu.ve created more than 143,000 linear fe et of 
records outside the District. 

Measured in terms of man-month production, in the fiscal year 
1936 an 1nreruge of 266 linear feet was surveyed per man-month of 
employment, while in 1937 the averuge wus only 122 linettr feet J,Jer 
man-month. The reasons for this Uf?parent dcct·etrse in productiOn 
are not difficult to discover. In 1936, m the expectation that the Sur­
vey would lust only until June 30, the necessity for speed wus empha­
sized, while in 1937 work proceeded more slowly and more carefully. 
In :fact , during t he lattet· year some of the records which had been 
surveyed too hastily in the preceding yeu.r were resurveyed and more 
sn.tisfactory reports were made upon them. Another reason for the 
apparent decrease in pmduction is the :fact that in the earlier months 
of the Survey a ttent iOn was given to the larger and older agencies 
whose records wet·e relntiYely voluminous. During 1!}37, however, it 
wus possible to survey the records of smnllet· und relatively less im­
portant agencies. In 1936, for example, a totttl of 7,554loc:il agencies 
were visited, and the a verage quantity of records in the possession 
of each was 275 linear feet. In 1937 the number of local agencies 
surveyed rose to 21,238 and the u.vernge linear footage of the records 
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of each dropped to 131. Finally, ns will nppenr Inter, to n much 
I:,TI'enter extent than in the preceding year, the attention of the Survey 
staff was given in the fiscal year 1937 to other work than that of 
surveying. 

Survey wm·lmrs were zealous in their search for records, 1utd it is 
believed thnt not much escnr.ed them. In the fiscal year 1936 they 
made reports UJ?Oil 5,284 bmldings nnd upon 16,916 rooms in those 
buildings in wluch recm·ds were found; in the course of the next 12 
months they iucrensed the numbers of such reports by 17,814 and 
43,910 respectiYely. On the groups or series of records themselves, 
they prepared 204,298 indiYidual reports during the former year und 
582,819 durin~ the Iutter. 

The sul'\·eymg of motion pictures, other photographic records, and 
sound recordings kept puce with the other work. Nntumlly, in com­! rrurison with wl'itten recot·ds the volume of these does not loom large. 
To dnte, 2,716 reports hnve been made upon them, nnd the special 
report upon these types of records outside the District hns been about 
40 percent completed. 

While no attempt. will be mude to discuss here the informational 
content of the archiml muteriuls tlmt have been surveyed, that being1: 
reserved until n more cnreful study of the Survey reports on them 
cnn be mnde, mention should be ronde of n few groups of records

1: 	 which 1tre illustrative of some of the results of the Survey. Sucl\ 
documents as the first minutes of the well-known Filson Club of Ken­
tucky, found by surveyors nmon ... the District Court. records in Louis­
ville, the ol'iginul indictment of Robert E. Lee for treason, unearthed 
in Uicluuond, und Land Office pnpers dealing with the famous 
H. A. W. Tnbor nnd the boom days of Leadville, Colo., as well as some 
correspondence of Brighnm Young, found in the Snit Lnke City Land 
Office, ha\'e nroused much local interest. 

Throughout the South, files of papers in bankruptcy cases have 
been discovered which shed u revealing light on economic conditions 
in the former Confederate States following the Civil War. In 'l'alllt­

II 	 hassee, Flu., for instnnce, n muss of records dealing with cases cover­
II 	

ing the years 1867-71 were found; and in Oxford, Miss., in the attic 
of the courthouse, records of 2,366 cuses of bankruptcy from July I' 

1867 to Decembet· 1868 for only a pnrt of that ruml State speak 
I eloguently of the genernl economic collapse. Other records of nn 

entirely different sort deuling with the Civil War were discovered in 
New Bedford, Muss. Thm·e in the Customhouse were found crew 

,I lists and shipping lll'ticles, dated November and December 1861, under 
I. 	 which 23 vessels purchused by the Federal Government were to sail. 


The articles provided that n voynge to a "port on the coast of the 

United States, not south of Key "rest", was to be made, und that 


I, 

there the crews were to lciLVe the vessels and be returned to New 
Bedford "free of expense." These were vessels constitutin~. the Stone 
Fleet, which, with their holds filled with New Englund rield stone, 
were scuttled in Chnl'leston hurbor, closing the channels and effecting 
n blockade of the port. 

lill:' 

At Vicksburg, .Miss., in the office of the Mississippi River Uom­
mission, a manuscr·ipt mnp dated 1774 was discovered. It wus made 
by the Ct·own surveyor, William Wilton, at the direction of the 
British Go,·ernor, Peter Chester. It is of special value because it 
shows the locntion of all British lund grunts mude ulong the left bunk 
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of the Mississippi River from Fott Butte at Munchuc north to the 
mouth of the Yazoo. 

In the files of the District Court in New Ot·lenns surveyo1·s founu 
many documents bearing on piruc~ in the Gulf of Mexico in the 
period following the War of 11:!12. Those dealing with the notorious 
buccnneer 	Jenn Luf6te (us he spelled it) 1u·e of espccinl interest. 
From them u part of the real story of his exploits, instead of the 
trnditionul accounts which have surrounded all his activities, can be 
pieced togethet·. .Among them m·e the nrticles s igned by Lnffite under 
which his predutot•y gung of Bnrnturians Sltiled, outlining the divi­
sion of prospecth•e spoils; a copy of the letter of mut·que issued in 
the nume 	of an nlleged Governmen t of Mexico under which Lnffite 
operated at this time from the Island of Gulvcston; and u death 
warl'llnt und n respite in the execution of sentence on 15 pirates signed 
by President l\fom·oe und his Secretary of State, John Quincy Adams. 

In Okluhomu, Sur\·ey wo1·kcrs found the proceedings of the Su­
preme Cmut of the Osage Indiuns for 1891- 97. In the files of the 
District Court in Maine they discovered records of Canadian vessels 
!;eized ns prizes during the Wnr of 1812. In New York City they 
uncovered records of the nctivitie!'l of the 18th Infantry in the Sioux 
'Vnrs and in the Philippine Insurrection, und u letter written by 
Theodore Roosevelt as Ci ,.il Sen·ice Commissione1· in c.lefense of the 
merit system. In one of the Michigun courts they cume upon records 
involving fngithe slu,·cs nnd attempts to return them to the Sout hern 
:Stutes. 

STORAGE CONDITIONS AND THEIR IMPROVEMENT 

As wus to be expected, the Sm·,·ey revenled that us a rule stol'llse 
conditions in the lnrget· n~:,rcncies, in more modern lmildin:,.rs, and m 
centers of population wei'S decided!~ bettet· thnn those in olilet· build­
ings and m the more remote sectiOns. It should be pointed out, 
however, thnt even the newest buildin:,.rs ft·equently have no adequute 
pl'Ovision for storing records. A new Fedeml lmildin:r in It southern 
city which houses the United Stutes District Court nnd the Customs 
Service hns, for instance, no rcul record rooms. Survey wm·ker:s 
found the inactive records of the Customs Sen·ice piled on shelves in 
sm1tll closets thronB'hout its qnnrters. This wns cet·tninly not the 
fuu)t of the custodmn. who rcnlizes the Yalue of his records antl is 
keenly interested in their preset·vution; moreoYer, like so many li'etl­
el'tll officials, he would hu.ve no stuff to service them even if he had 
;u.lequute equipment and storage space. 

To the fuct that the new building lucked adequate storage fncilities 
muy be attributed the nbandonment of mtmy valuable customs records 
when the ugency moved recently from the old customhouse to the new 
building. Survey workers, in checking all possible repositol'ies of 
records, found several unique documents buried under n pile of trash 
in a dark recess undet· 1\ stnit·wny of the desertell building. l\Innifests 
of slnves shipped from this southern pm·t to New Orleans during the 
yenrs 1837-39 were recluimed from what wns snid to be rubbish. The 
~nme dump yielded mnnifests of cargoes laden at the Port of Gal­
veston, with certificates verifying each Cltrgo issued by the district 
l'ollector ut Gnlveston dul'ing the fifth year of the independence of 
the Republic of Texns. A tariff schedule of the Confederate Stutes 
giving the rutes of duties on imports had been left behind in the tool 
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room, where volumes containing records of receipts and disburse­
ments by the collector of customs ft·om 1811 to 1824 were u]so found. 

These materials were in such confusion that they had to be exam­
ined carefully and put into some order before reports could be made 
upon them. This wo.s fortunate becnuse, us has often happened, o. 
careful examination revealed that among some old volumes seem­
ingly devoted to routine customs records were several sections dealing 
with the activities of the Customs Service during the Confederacy. Iii 
one journal, which from 1845 to 1849 hnd been used only for book­
lteepmg entries, were found 24 pages of infonnation gathered by the 
Federal Government in regard to persons suspected of dishonesty in 
the disposition of Confederate cotton under the Confiscation Acts. 
Apparently the infonnntion was intended for use in the prosecution 
of suits instituted for the recovery of the cotton or of the proceeds re­
ceived from its sale. The discovery of these and many similar docu­
ments elscwllet·e among otherwise unrelated records indicates that the 
full extent of Confederate material will remain unknown until all the 
old volumes and bundles of records of the Civil War period and ear­
lier are examined page by page, for because of the acute shortage of 
paper in the South almost any volume with blank pages may nave 
been used. 

It has been found that the records of the emergency relief agencies, 
pnrticnlnr]y those of the Civil Works Administration and the Fed­
C!rnl Emergency Relief Administmtion that are not being utilized b_y 
the Works Prot-'TCSS Administration, as well as the inactive records 
of the WPA itself, nro often poorly housed. A Survey project super­
intendent described one depository as follows: 

The condition of the room In the Wntcr Worlts Wnrehouse Building where 
Ute city CWA records nrc stored mndc It lmpoBSible for our r<.>senrchers to enter 
to work. The floor wns corcred with se\·eral Incites of water wltlch hnd col· 
lected from a lenky roof and from n broken sewage pipe that luul allowed the 
wnter to b:telt up Into the room. We were advised by the Coor.Unatlng Auditor 
of the City Welfare Det>nrtmcnt, in chnrge of these recorcls, thnt If we would 
allow them until Mondny before tnklng the sun·ey they woulll detnll some work­
men to cl rnln out the wnter and get the recorcls nccesslhle for our im·entory.
This " ·us ugreed to ns It was impossible to proceed under the existing 
conditions. 

In another plnce a mnss of FERA records was found in a firetrap 
thn~t hnrl once been a night club and was subsequently a transient 
camp. In one of the larger '"estern cities, FERA records 'vere found 
"scattered about, dumped in barrels nnd dirty boxes in the basement 
of the County Court House .•. [and] so thrown about that the 
workers were obliged to rake them out of ventilators with long 
poles."

All too frequently Federal employees, according to reports mnde 
by members of the Survey staffs, seem to hnve no realization of the 
Ynlue of the records in their custody. One surveyor wns amazed at 
the chaotic state in which n group of old Post Office documents were 
:found. Their brittle pages hnd been badly brolcen and scattered. 
One of the employees explained that it wns "not uncommon" for tl1e 
cler]rs to "take any handy loosely tied bundle from an adjoining aisle, 
fling it up over the shelving pnrtition, and surprise an intended victim 
with n shower of dust and documents." And recently when certnin 
r<'cords in another city wore being moved into new quarters, the 
moYers were allowed to jump on the contents of drawers to crush the 
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papers sufficiently to allow the drawers to close. Sto.mp o.nd nuto­
gru.ph collectors lutve cut and torn many documents. Somet imes 
vandals from the outside have gained access to the records of an 
agency, but, from ull indications, much of the damage has been done 
by inesponsiblo minor clerks employed within the o.gencies them­
selves. One supervisor reported thut when he took his workers into 
t he storeroom of a large office, "the clerks asked 'Have you found nny 
old stnmps~ 'Ve wnnt them if you do.' And after more conversation 
in which they were told thut it wns unlawful to cut or otherwise muti­
1nte the papers, they merely laughed and snid, 'Yenh, who said so! 
Whenever we find u. good signnture like Walter Winchell's we snip 
it ri"ht out.'" 

C~nsidel'ing the strange things that happen to public records, it 
seems mirucuJous that so many of interest and value are still in 
existence. In IL southwestern State, for example, original Terri­
torial court records were moved with n mass of other papers :from a 
crowded courthouse to an old barn where they were stored. School 
children who were in the habit of playing in and around tho barn 
were attracted to the ledgers, dockets, and JOUrnals and took them to 
their homes to be used for scrapbooks or diaries or for pressing 
tlowers. By now many of these volumes have no cioubt been lost or 
destroyed, und no survey of the court records of this region could 
l'l'ttlly be cousidered complete without a thorough searching of many 
of the homes of the county. In nnotber place, certain bound volumes 
of customs records were once used to back up targets for pistol and 
rifle practice und today bear damaging evidence of this abuse. Many 
of the oldet· records in one wes tern town were lll?propriutcd as sou­
Ytmirs by members of a movie colony. .And it 1s reported that iu 
unother a quamtity of documents were at one time flooded. Wl1en 
the wuter receded, they were loft coated with mud and slime. An 
amateurish attempt wus made to clean them by washing them and 
httnf,!ing them on a line to dry. This process might have been par­
tially successful hnd not a wind storm blown t hem away never to 
be recovered. 

Disgraceful as storage conditions frequently are in a number of 
places they are now better than before the worlr of the Survey 

~ wns begun. 'Vl1en records wm·e found in great confusion, it was 
frequently possible to put them into some order. In fact, it was 
often necessary to do this before reasonably complete and intelligible 
reports could be made upon them. In doing this work, the Survey of 
Federal Archives has rendered what many custodiuns regard as an 
outstanding service to them. 

Officials of the ~Works Pro_gress Administration in one city we1·e 
so impressed with the reordermg work being done by Survey workers 
among the tremendous accumulation of C':VA, FERA, and inactive 
WPA records thut they requested the addition to the local staff of 10 
workers in excess of t1le project's quottt in order that a more com­
plete job could be undertaken. The files of the discontinued CWA 
and FERA offices for the whole State are beinrr concentrated in 
one huildin~ in this city. To them have been adde'a those records of 
1VPA district offices tho.t have been consolidated and nrc not in 
cnrl'eut use. These records were variously shi,Pped to the building 
in their original filing cases, in bundles, or m any odd boxes or 
paper cartons which came to hand. Many of the contuinci'S wet·e 
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broken in transit, and the surveyors found their contents, which 
often had been simply lifted from files nnd dumped haphazardly into 
boxes, in great disorder. To separate these recot·ds by districts was 
in itself a huge task, and to ar1·an.,.e them required several more 
weeks, but Survey workers were abfe to show excellent results be 9 

cnuse of their knowledge of 'VPA fm·ms and procedure gained 
through their pmvions experience in surveying nctive 'VPA offices. 
Curpenters constructed special shelves in n large, light, und niry loft, 
nnd us the workers completed their sorting the records wel'e boxed 
and placed in order npon them. The regional director reported, 
"Already the officers of the Finance Division have told us thnt tlw 
reordering we have done has resulted in a tremendous monetary 
saving to the 'YPA as in many cases claims were being made for 
payment for material pnid for and delivered several years ago. 
Now, investigators are able to locate immediately receipted bills nnd 
cancelled checks." 

In n nnmbe1· of other Stntes this policy of concentrntion nnd con · 
soli dation of C'VA and FEUA records with those of WPA at the 
State headquarters is beinA" followed. This will prol>ttbly result in 
the saving of many records that would otherwise be lost, because it 
has been reported frequently that local records of the Civil "'orks 
Admini strntion, which is no longer in opemtion, either cannot bt• 
found or are "cnrelessly strewn nround nnd accumulntin~ dirt" nnd 
"in danger of being- thrown out or otherwise destroyed" by their 
custodians unless they are soon removed to some snfc place of stora~e. 

A central place of stornge, however, is not always tt safe one. In 
one State, for example, local records of relief agencies have been 
collected from nil pnrts of the State and are now stored in two lur~l' 
basement rooms of nn insane asylum. The basement is dark and 
lttcks ventilation. Rats have ulreudy been at work on the records, 
which were dumped in great musses, some bundled, some in cnrdbonr<l 
boxes, and others in lmrrels nnd gunny sacks. They were unassorted 
when members of the regionnl stnff first attempted to survey them. 
and it was essential thnt they be armnged by counties· and some 
nnalysis made to discover wl1ether only the originals existed or 
whether there wet·e duplicntes, triplicates, or other copies. Accord­
ingly, they were sol'ted nnd then tied in small, easily lumdled bundles 
und labeled. The asylum now needs its basement space and the 
records will soon have to be moved again. State officials of the 'VPA 
feel, however, thnt. no intelligent policy of destruction can be fornlll­
lttted und no fintll disposition can be mude of the records until this 
preliminnt·y sul'\'ey has been finished. It is hoped that by then 
desirnble storut,re spnce nnd equipment can be obtntned. 

Some useful work has been done ulso nmong natumliz1ttion record:;; 
tlmt have been found in n number of depositm·ies. Quantities of 
them, now in much demund because of the Social Security program, 
were often found in great disorder and in dnn~er of loss or destruc· 
tion because of poor stom~e conditions. For instance, a Sun·ey 
worker reclaimed about 5,000 original applications for naturalization 
covering the years 1845 to 1897 from the debris and dirt in which 
they wm·e buried in the junk room of one courthouse basement. In 
nrt·nn~ing them for sm'\'eyin~, an inventory wns made nnd later n. 
card mdex. The custodiam was so grntified that he was moved to 
declare the Survey "one of the most importunt and vuluuble projects 
sponsored by WPA." 

Wl'A sum·EY 0~, FlmERAL AflC'lllVES 

Custodians are not ulwuys glud to hnve their records recovered , 
even though they may be enabled thereby to fill gaps in important 
files, because they ure t•eluctnnt to have poor storage conditions 
brought to light. They feel tlult n report of badly housed records 
t·eflects upon them. This is not always the case, however, because it 
is recogmzed that new incumbents, ns resl?onsible officinls frequently 
nre, c1mnot. be fully acquainted with their inactive records. Theil· 
current duties require nil their nttention. Nor do they pm·smmlly 
have the time or the stuffs to nllow for "archives hunts", even though 
they may know that parts of their records are missing. Many cus­
todians nrc not dh·ectly res~onsible for the poor housing of records; 
usually they inherit the fuc11ities, equipment, and stomge spttce ft·om 
tlteit· l?redecessors und nre not fortunate enough to have budgetat•y 
provis10n fm· improving- them. Nevm·theless, custodinns whose rec­
ords were stored undet· the worst conditions were most often ones who 
resented the "intrusion" of the surveyors. The mere fatct that a sur­
vey WitS being made often had n stdutary effect upon them, however, 
and not infrequently supervisors wm·e asked to postpone surveying 
until the records cotild be "cleaned up a bit." 

THE COMPILATION OF A DESCRIPTIVE INVENTORY 

In the early months of the Sm·,•ey it had been expected that re­
ports on agencies, buildings, rooms, and series or groups of records, 
prepared by workers and submitted by regionul directors, would be 
checked and informution from them compiled in the 'Vashington 
office. The number of such reports, howevm·, pan-ticulnrly those de­
scriptive of the volume, contents, condition, and specific location of 
series of records, fatr exceeded ol'iginal expectations. By June 30, 
1936, more than 200,000 repm·ts on SHies hnd been completed in the 
field. It soon became . evident thut it wns impossible to expect the 
eight professional membm·s of the stuff in the Washington office to 
handle these report s as hnd been originally planned. It wus decided, 
therefore, to add to the fieltl work of the Survey the prelimimu·y 
compilattion of !t desct·iptive inventot·y of Federnl ttrcluves outside 
the District of Columbia. 

Detailed plans for the inventory were made in the Washington 
office. It was decided that each regionnl director should organize 
one or more editorial groups to compress ull significant information 
from the reports on sm·ies in his regwn into separnte descriptive en­
tries on euch series and to type them nccording to n style devised in 
the Wnshington office. Each entry, in pamgmph fol'ln, wus to con ­
tuin the title of the series, its inclusi\'e dates, tl genernl description 
of its informational content, and tt statement of it s physical form 
nnd volume, its physical condition, und its locntion. For euch State 
rhe entries were to be grouped by the departments or independent 
establishments which bud created them, and within euch such depart­
ment or estublishment there WttS to be a furthe1· ~rouping according 
to its bureaus or its other major snhdh·isions. 'Vitlnn euch bureau 
the series entries were to be grouped under the names of the locul 
agencies to which they belonged, and these agencies were then to 
be urran~ed under the mtmes of the cities o1· towns, in alphabeticnl 
order, w11ere they were located. Fot• ench local ttgency a brief his­
tory, giving the date of its establishment, explaining its jurisdiction 
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and any changes which had occurred therein, and describing any 
majot· destruction or disposal of its records, was to be prepared. 
Where possible, the entries describing the ~eries of records of u par­
ticular Jocal agency were to be grouped according to that agency's 
administrutive sub-divisions. General instructions for the compila­
tion of the descriptive inventory were sent to regional directors late 
in September 193G, and subsequently specinl instructions relatiYc to 
problems presented by the ndministrative organization of particular 
departments were issued, as well as memomnda intended to clarify 
the original instructions and to answm· questions from the field 
staB. 

It was expected that the descriptive inventory would have approxi­
mately 800,000 entries and in typed form would constitute n series 
of volumes containing a total of 100,000 p1tges. Its compilation in 
the field proceeded much more slowly than lmd been expected in the 
Washington office. Only It small proportion of the regional per­
sonnel was competent to undertake this type of work with reasonably 
satisfactory 'results. Workers hnd to be trained and their errors or 
their varied misunderstandings conected. The surveying of some 
agencies had not been completed, and, under instructions from "\Vash­
ington, the surveying of all important ngencies WitS given precedence 
over the compiling of the inventory. 'Vhen reports on series were 
examined carefully for use in the inventory, regional directors and 
their editol"ial assistants found that a number of them were inade­
quate. As a result, a considerable IUJJOttnt of l'<'surveying was under­
taken, and this likewise delayed work on the undel'taking. By the 
end of the fiscal year the inventory luul been completed, insofar as 
work in the field was concerned., in only one Stute, Minnesota. For 

Ithe country as a whole, about 29 percent of it had been received in the 
Washington office. 

It was the duty of members of the editorial stuff in Wushinrrton to 
examine the sections of the inventory ns they were submittea from 
the regional offices and to put them into shnpe fo1· final typing. They 
began also the preparation of generul historical unu explamttory in­
troductions. Some consideration was given to the possibility of'pub­
lishing the completed inventory, but, largely because of the expense 
involved, no decision to do so was made. It was planned to deposit 
the ribbon copy and carbons in The Nntional Archives, and it was 
hop~d that some means could .be found whereby copies could be made 
avmlable for use by the agenCies concerned and by intm·estcd scholars. 

USE OF INFORMATION OBTAINED BY THE SURVEY 

While the Survey hns collected most of the information about the 
archives of the Federal GoYernment outside the District of Columbia 
for which it wns organized tt year nml n lllllf ngo, this information 
is not yet us accessible us it will be when the descriptive inventorv 
is completed and, if possible, distributed to other interested units of 
the Government and to libral'ies. Nevertheless, some use has already 
been made of the information in its preliminary form. 

The reports of Survey workers in Philudelphia upon a large ac­
cumulation of records of the 'Var Department in the Schnylldll 
Arsenal have been used by members of the staff of The National 
Archives in connection with their work with these records since their 
recent trunsfm· to the National Archives Building. On the basis 
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of information obtnined by the Survey in the Virgin Islands, sevet·nl 
tons of old records there were selected for transfer to The N utional 
Archives and shipped to 'Vashington. Among them are such items 
us a daybook of the vice commnndant at Fort Christian, 1694-97; 
the Danish Governors' orders, 1733-1862; and a copy of a petition of 
John Michael Lavien for divorce ft·om Rachel Lavien).the mother of 
Alexander Hnmilton. A report by members of the tiurvey stuff in 
Los Angeles on records of old Spttuish land grants in California, 
which were !,YTeat ly dnma~ed by the Sun Ft•ancisco fire and are now in 
the custody of the Land Office at Glendale, Calif., has been of assist­
ance to the Archivist in his consideration of the problem of how 
The Nu.tionul Archives may o.ssist in the preservation of these valu­
able and fragile documents. From the files of the Sur,•ey, the 
Division of Reference of 'fhe National Archives has been able to 
answer requests for information regarding purticulm· groups of 
records in various parts of the country. To certain of the Survey's 
regional directors, local custodians have referred requests for infor­
mation regnrding their old records. At the request of the Works 
Progress Admimstrntion a special report on inactive records of the 
Civil Works Administration, the F ederal Emergency Relief Admin­
istration, and the 'Yorks Prowess Administrntion itself was prepared 
in the ·washington office of tile Survey for use by a committee of the 
WPA which is considering the pt·oblem of the ultimate disposition 
of these records. 

As a result of the Survey 's activities u consiclemble quant ity of the 
archives of the Stutc of Indiana for the Civil 'Ynr nnu othm· periods 
were discoYered in un attic l'Oom of the Post Office Building m Chi­
cago. These ""ei'e turned o\·er to the Indiana Stnte Library, and an 
article desc t·iptivc of lhe collection was prepared by Dr. Harvey 
\Vish of the Chic1t~o stn1f of the Survey and wus published in the 
December 1936 numuer of the huUana Magazine of Histor~;. For the 
Murch 1937 issue of this mngnzine, Dt·. "\Vish edited a selection of 
documents from this coJlection. 

The attention of historians hns been culled to the vnlne of Federal 
archives to them by nn article entitled "The Fedeml Archives of 
New York City", which was prepnred by Dr. R ichard B. Morris, 
regional director of the Survey for New York City, Long I sland, and 
eastern Pennsylvania, and ,,·us printed in the Januury 1937 number 
of the A.mm·ican Historiral R cvitn f1 . It is expected that other tlrticles 
describing Federularchives in pnrticular States will be prepared. and 
published in professionnl periodicals. 

CONTINUATION OF THE SURVEY·s WORK 

Some weeks before the end of the fiscal yent· it becnmc apparent 
thnt, while the field work which had originally been planned could be 
completed in tn·ucticnlly nll iml1orbmt respects by June 30, work upon 
the descl'iptiYe iiwentory cou d not possibly be completed by that. 
dtlte, either in the field or in "\Vushington. It had come to be helieved, 
howevei·, that the compilation of this inventory and the complet ion 
of reports which would mnke the muss of information in the files 
accessible for study nnd for reference use were necess1u'y if the 
money already expended by the Survey was to be considered, from 
the profess ional point of view, us most wisely invested. It was 
renlized, also, thnt if authorities of the "\Vorks Progress Administra­
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tion still desired to find useful work fot· "white-colhtr~' wm·kcrs it 
would be practicable to add to the original objectives of the Survey 
such supplementut·y work with Fedm·ul ttrchives os cleoninO' and 
shelving old records in basements and attics, filing records ~Yhich 
were in disorder, indexing, compiling, or tubulutin? information of 
various kinds, nncl cnlendaring selected l:,l'l'oups o records. Such 
work, if undertaken ut nil, would be done only when custodians de­
sirec~ it nnd where persons c?mpetent to do it ~ould be employed uc­
cordmg to the 'ypA regulattons that now requtred 95 rercent of the 
personnel of u 1)l'oject to be certified ns in need of re ief. Accord­
mgly, n request wns Ill'Hle for the continuatinn of the SutTey into 
the fiscal yeur 19:38. 

Funds uvuilnble for the financing of Federui projects in this yent·, 
however, were to he ~rently reduced, und ndministrntive unthot·ities 
of the WPA. decided thnt nll Fedel'lll projects thnt wet·e en~rn~red upon 
work for othet• ngencil.'s of the Federnl Government sh~tld' be tcr­
minnted. on Jnn.e 30, 1937. It wns SUf!gested, however, .thnt where 
work stJIJ remnmed to .J.x: done 1tn nttcmpt be made, with the up­
provul of the. State admuustmtot·s cm.Icerned, to set up Stute projects 
to complete It. Among the many dtsndvnntages of this plnn werl' 
two which were purticulurly obtctionuble from the point of view of 
the snti~fnctory co~p!etion of t t.e descriptive inventory. In the first 
place, smce The N ntlonnl Arclnnls was not uble to fitlllllce it the 
lYf!Shington office o~ tl~e Survey, without whose direction un<l s~per-
vtston :from th~ hegmmng the work would huve been of little worth. 
would be nbohshed. In the second place, 'VPA ndministrators in 
!1 few Stutes were not willing to npprove State projects and, even 
m those where such uppl'Ovnl could be luul, not enou•Yh time remuinml 
before the end of the fiscal year to permit the orgn71izution of Stah• 
projects to begin opemtion on July 1. In these States there would 
be n lapse of severn] weeks between the termination of the Federal 
project and the orgnnizntion of the State pl'Ojects, and it wns in­
evituble thut .during this till,le the trained s~affs of the Survey of 
Federal Arclnves would be dtspersed nnd their files pel'lmps thrown 
into confusion and lost. 

Fortunately, the N1ttionnl Director of the Histol'icnl Records Sur­
v_ey, n. ~VPA sponsored Federal project which was to continue opet·n­
tto~ w1th a. reduced quo~n, generously offered assistnnce which it is 
beheved, wtll make J?OSstble t~1e compl~tio!' of the descriptive i;wen­toJ of Federul urchn·es outstde the D1strtct of Columbia before the 
en ?f. the fiscal ycnr 1938. Following Linus agreed to lute in Jmw, 
provision wns mnde to transfer 15 mem ers of the 'Vnshington office 
of the Survey of Federnl Archives to the stuff of the Histol'icul Ree­
ord~ Survey. .These, working ~s a separate unit with offices in 'fhl' 
Nattonnl Arclnves, were to eontmue to edit the descdptive im·ento1·r 
and to comp_ile othe•: informat_ion. needed for the finnl report oil 
Fedeml a1·chn•es o.utstd~ the DJstl'lct. Furthermore, pl'Oviston was 
!Dude for the contmnutlon of work upon the descriptive im·entory 
m 25 Stutes by the trnnsfet· to the kay roll of the Historicul Recorcf~ 
Sun·ey of at leust. u wot·king nne eus of the eclitorinl stuffs of tlw 
Surl•ey of Federnl Archives in those Stutes. This urmngement wns 
to contim~e ~or t.he period of time estimuted as nccessnry to comgletP 
the.descrtptlve mven~ory fot· the States concerned, or until tnte 
proJects to complete It should be organized. In 23 Stntes, no }>l'O­

-I ' 

WI'A SVUYEY OF FEDBRAL ARCHIVES 109 
: 
I 

vision was made to transfet· wnrlcers to the Historical Records Sur~ 
Yey. eithet• becnnse it Wtls believed thut such little work on the in-
Yentory us remained to be done could licst be completed elsewhere or 
hecnuse the curly s ubmission of proposuls for sepnrutc State r.rojects 
~eemed to mttke such action unnccessut·y. Complete responsibility for 
the professional uspects of the wm·k of those in ·washington and in 
the field who were to be thus trnnsferred to the Historical Records 
Survey was to be vested in the former National Director of the I 

I 
ISurvey of Fedeml Archh·es, who was to be appointed to the stnff of 

the Iiistoricnl Records Snr,·ey without pny liS Associate National 
Director. 

TEUMINATlON OF THE FEDERAL PROJECT 

The wm·k of those who have bet•n nssociuted with the Survey of 
Federal Archh·es during all or pnrt of the 18 months of its existence 
lms been done under conditions thnt they would consider fur from 
ideal for the accomplishment of the best ~rofessionnl results. They 
lmve hnd to lenrn to seek not un impossi le perfection but the best 
results thnt, with the time und mntel'inls ut hnnd, it wns possible to 
obtnin. For those who hn\'e served in nn 1tdministmtive capncity, 
hoth in Washington und in the field , life hns been hectic indeed, und 
work has been curried on under grent pressure nnd in the face of 
disheartening obstacles. Enrly in 19361 membet·s of the udministru- I· 
I ive stair were under the necessity of bmlding un organization, leat·n· 
ing the munifold detuils of udmmistl'lltive pt·ocedure, training thou­
sands of wcn·ket·s who had never even henrd th<> wor d "nrchives''t and 

j making n sur\·ey of Federnl nrchives whose locution in thousands of 
cities un<l towns and whose magnitude of ,·olume they did not and !
could not know. Yet the Survey was to them 1m ndYentm·e. It was 
nn o\>pot'tunity to purticipnte in n m1tjor undertaking for which there 
hnd ong beennn imperuti\'e need nnd thus to serve the vitul interests 
both of their Government and of scholarship. It was n .challenge to I 

their intelligence, theit· perse\'el'llnce, their ingenuity, and their pu­
tience. To it the.Y ~u,·e of their time nnd of their ener~y fur more 
thnn the luw reqmre . '!'hey begun their work in the behef that they 
hnd less than 6 months' time in which to complete their tusk. They 
worked nlways under pt·essure, never knowin~ for more than a few 

I ' 
I 

months in ndvnnce how long the Survey woul continue in existence, 
nhmys seeking to complete ns much as possible of its program and to\ 
~:omplete it sutisfuctortly before the project's ultimute und inevitable I 
terminution should be tllmounced to them. They were lutrnssed by 
the need to nccomplish us much ns possible within a limited time a nd 
to do this in spite of regulations that wet·e frequently changed-
regulations regurdit~ quotns, certification, non-relief employment, re- ,, 
poi·ts, allocution of unds, und the like-which were admimstratively 
necessnry, no doubt, but which inevitably slowed U)> the work of the 
Survey. All wol'lmrs knew thut theh· employment was tempornry. I 

I .1 They did uot know nt whnt moment, because of quotn reductions, the 
exhnustion of funds, the promulgution of some new regulations, or 
the termination of the project, most of them might find themselves 
without e\·en the small hvelihood theit· employment on the stuff of the 
~un·ey provided. 

The difficulties under which the Survey operated should not be 
ovcr.emphasized, howevet·, though they should be mnde n muttl'r of 

I 

I 

~ · ----
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record. Mnny were the unn.voidttble consequences of the emergency 
nature of the \Vorks Progress Administmt10n, which was unable to 
enga~ in long-time planning, was established for the purpose of 
prov1ding temporary work-relief for the unemployed, and under­
stnndttbly was more concerned with the relief than with the work 
aspects of its problem. 

·when announcement was made to regional directors on June 12, 
1937, thnt the Survey would be terminated as a Fedcml project on 
the last day of the fiscal yenr and they were requested to exert every 
effort to complete as much as possible of the most important phases 
of the work tlmt remained to be done, the response from them and 
their workers was most 1:,'1.'atifyin~ to the ·washington office. Disap­
pointed ns they were nnd concerneu, nmny of them, nbout their future 
livelihood, they did not become demomlizcd. The wm·k of the Survey 
continued until the end of the yenr, and even beyond that time some 
chose to labor without compensation in ordet· that pnrticultu· phases 
of the work might be properly brought to a conclusion. One State 
supervisor, a nmn of education nnd iutclli!,_rcnce and of wide travel, 
who had come to the Survey from the relief rolls, well expressed the 
spirit in which muny on the staff viewed their wol'lr when on June 30 
he wrote the following: 

We feel like the lnst duy of school. We do not !mow whetlter to apologize 
or to boast. 1\Iens nred by the stnndnrds of 'l'he Nntlouul Archives, or by any 
ndvnnccd academic stondnrds, our work hns been extremely defective. We nrc 
henrtlly sor1·y for these our mlsdolnbrs. Rut In spite of nil of our sins of omission 
nnll commission, we hnve nnldeu thnt ours hns been n goollaumteur performnnce, 
und we nrc nmnteur::; with no tu!nt of pt·ofessionnlism. We lielle\·e thnt we have 
determined nnd t•cported the locution, IJUnutlty, comlltlon aucl general chnrnctct· 
of prnctlcolly nll of the federnl nrchh·es In [fllf8 Statv], so thnt n qun!Uied rc­
senrcll worker con mnlm usc of the informutlon. 

'Vc come to Ute close of the project wltlt J,'Tent regret. The work has been 
extremely Interesting. Tlte nssoclutions with onr snper,•lsors In The Natlonul 
.Archh·cs , wlth the other workers In the WP.A. nnd with the permnnent officers of 
the government hnve been ,·ery enjoynhle. 'Vc plead guilty to the recent charge 
ognlnst the WPA thnt we hn,·e cnjoycll om job, unll thnt we woulu like to 
continue. We tuke much pride In U1e fnct tbut others would nlso like to hnve 
us continue. 

As un edncntlonul nnll rehnbllltntlon project we feel thnt we hm·e hnll n great 
success, nml this Is presuwf'd to be one o! the objecth·es of the 'Vl!A. We have 
followed modern cdncntlonnl meUtods In learning by doing. Not only hnve 
nearly twenty per cent of our workers b'Tadnnted to better positions, but those 
remnlnlng bnve gnlne<l In knowledge 11n1l skill. Incrensed self·conlhlencc hns 
been n notable result In n number of coses. 

APPENDIX VI 

GUIDE TO THE MATERIAL IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES, JUNE 30, 1937 

The nccessions of The National Archives prior to the end of the 
fiscal yenr 1936-37, which nmount to nearly a quarter of a million 
linear feet, comprise only a small fraction of the · archives of the 
Govet·nment of the United States, and some of them are distinctly 
fragmentary in chnracter. Nevertheless they include records that 
would be of greut value in connection with research projects and 
investigations by Gm·crnment officials and privnte scholnrs if their 
exi<>tcnce, churncter, and uvnilnbility were known to those who might 
llRve occasion to use them. The work of organizing, inventorying, 
clu&sifying, and cntttloging the records in these nccessions is of course 
f;tr ft·om complete; but it is possible and seems to be desirable to 
present a tentuth·e guide to them based on such information as is 
avnilnble nt the present time. Such a guide should nt least serve to 
indicntc to the investiglltor something of the probability of his finding 
muterial of interest to him in The National Archives. 

This guide is based mainly on information dmwn from "identifica­
tion inventories" of accessions, compiled by the deputy examiners, 
and preliminary and "identification of series" reports, compiled by 
the Divisions of Department Archives. In the case of the records 
of the Food Administration, valuable informution was supplied by 
the Division of CJnssificntion. An attempt is mnde to present such 
data concerning the history and functions of the agencies as mny be 
necessary for nn undea·standing of the character of the records de­
scribed; references are given to works from which further informa­
tion about the agencies nnd their records may be obtained; and 
existing inventories, calendars, und indexes nre noted. As additional 
tools of this sort nrc being compiled constantly, the searcher should 
m1tke inquiry concerning them in connection with any collection of 
records in which he may be interested. He should nlso bear in mind 
the fact that the continuous flow of records into The National 
.Archives makes it impossible for any printed guide to be up-to-date. 
Informntion us to records received since June 30, 1937, may be ob­
tained, however, from the Division of Reference. 

The entries that follow are nrrnnged in five groups, which are 
concerned with records of the Congress, the executive departments, 
the independent agencies, and the judiciary, and with private gifts 
of motion pictures n.nd sound recordings. The executive departments 
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!tnd the independent ngencies ure nrrunged in chronologicnl ordet· 
uccording to the dates of their estublishment, but burenus nnd other 
subdivisions at·e nrmnged nlphubeticttlly. The records of nn ttgcncy 
frequently antednte its establishment us u result of its tnking ovm· 
the records and functions of another ugency. All measurements given 
for gt·oups of records nre in linenr feet unless otherwise indicated; 
ttnd both the measnrcments nnd the inclush·e dates nre ttpproxima ­
1ions in many Cltses. 

CONGRESS 

SEN.\TE. .Joumnls, hills nn<l t·esolutions , unbound p:tpm·s, "docu­
ments" nnd committee reports, trnnscripts of henrin:,rs, nnd othet· 
records. 178!>- 1!>34. G,512 feet. Accession 59. 

The Senute nnd the House of Representntives ut·e coordinttte 

legislative bodies except for the constitutional pro\'ision tlmt re,·e­

nue bills must originate in the House. The Sennte ha s, however, 

certain functions of un executive character in which the House of 

Representatives does not slull'e. These arise from the constitu­

tionul J?l'OYisions requiring the udvice nnd collS4•nt of the Sennte 

to nommntions to public office submitted by the President nnd to 

trettties negotintecl under his authority. In nddition to its Jegis­

Jntive and executive functions the Sennte nlso sits ns n court to 

try impenchments of civil office1·s submitted nml p1·osecuted by 

the House of Representntives. These functions m·e refll!cted in 

the records or "files" of the Sennte, of which its Secretary hns 

been the custodinn from the beginnin;r. All these rccOI·<Is to the 

end of the Seventieth Congress (1929). with n few exceptions, 

nnd some Intel' records were tmnsferred to The National Archives 

by virtue of Sennte Resolution . No. !J!J, of Mnrch 2!), 1937. 


The jonrnals (3G5 vols.) are in two fm·m!i to the end of the 

second session of the Twenty-second Congre~, the rou_gh journal 

\vith corrections ttnu deletions indicnted nnd the officml journnl 

ns prepared for the printer. Neither set. is complete but one or 

the other is present for each session except tl1e first session of the 

First Congress nnd the sessions of the Sixth. Se\·enth, nml Ei;rhth 

Congresses. The officinl journnl of the first session of the First 

Congress has been retained in. the OfHce of the Secretary of the 

Senntc. From the second sesston of the Twenty-second Congress 

to t.he Se\·entieth CongTess, inclusive, there nre no rough journals, 

but there ure official journnls for ench session except the first 

session of the Twenty-third Congt·ess, nnd col'l'ections and deletions 

11re indicated in some of them. Impeachment proceedings nrc 

sometimes bound with the re_gnlnt• journnls nnd sometimes in sep­

nmte volumes. Accompnnymg the journals nre 4G ''olumes of 

minutes of le~islntive proceedings for scnltered sessions fmm the 

Second to the Seventy-second Congress. Appnr(•ntl.r thesP min­

utes were kept during the actunl sittings of the Senate und were 

used in prepnring the jom·nnls. The executive journals, which 

comprise n sepnrute sel'ies, and tl number of confidential legislnti,·e 

journnls have not been trunsfct'l'ed. 
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The unbound pn pers nrc divided into two gt·oups, ench arranged 
hy Congresses. The mnin group (4,824 feet) includes legislntive, Im­
peachment, nnd electornl papers 1tnd is presumably complete, with 
nn exception noted below, from the First to the Seventieth Con­
gress, inclusive (1789-1!>29) . The legislative papers include such 
matel'inl us messnges of the Presidents, reports of heads of depart­
ments and indelJcndent ngencies, petitions and memorials, commit­
tee reports, bil s nnd resolutions in the different stages through 
which they pnsseu in the Senate, enrolled· Senate bills thnt have 
been recalled or vetoed, und "supporting pupers" relnting mainly to 
privnte bills, including reports of committees, petitions for relief, 
nffidavits, uml correspondence with oflicinls. The :'supportin~ pn­
pers", which have been transferred only through the Sixty-etghth 
Congi·ess, arc nrmnged in the mnin alphnhetJcally hy cluimants 
priot• to the Fifty-seventh Cong1·css; therenftet• they are nrranged 
by bill numbers, but n cnrd index by claimants is nmilnble. 'fliey 
contuin much unpublished mnterinl of historicnl value, us do nlso 
the petitions 1md mcmorinls, which lun•c been tmnsferred through 
the Seventy-third Congi·ess. From the ,Forty-fourth Con~ress 
on, the originnls of documents und reports thnt llllve been prmted 
in the Congressional set nre to be found not in the unbound papers 
hut in the series of bound volumes noted below. The impeach­
ment papers include the formal documents liled with the Senate 
in connection with triuls of officinls impeuchetl by the House of 
Repl'esentatives. The electorul papers include certificntes of the 
electol'S of P1·es ident and Vice Pt·csident, cettified lists of theit· 
votes, and occasionnlly minutes of proceedings of the electors in 
the individuul Stutes. Other electoral pnpet'S lll'C descl'ibed in this 
guide under Department of Stute, Historicnl Adviser's Oflice, 
Archives Section. 

The second group of nnbomal mnteriul (551 feet) consists of 
the executive papers, which luwe been transferred to the end of 
the Fifty-sixth Congress (178!>- 1901). They relate almost entirely 
to the appointment of officiuls nnd the conduct of foreign relntions 
and include messages of the Presidents making nominutions, which 
usually contain notations of the action of the Senate; memodals 
for or a~uinst nominees ; and cmTespondence regarding nomina­
tions nn<1 the conduct of officinls. 

Them are two series of bound volumes of Senate bills and joint 
resolutions. One series ( 130 vols.), which extend from the Forty­
seventh through the Fifty-second Congress (1881-!>3), consists of 
original aml reported bills und joint resolutions. The other series 
(14G vols.), which begins with the First Congress und has been 
transferred throu:!h the Se\•enticth Congri!SS (1789-1!>2!>), con­
tains cnrrt·ossed bills und joint resolutions ns pussed by the Sen­
nte. With the exception of occusionnl volumes of bills nnd joint 
resolutions passed by the Sennte but not fitmlly enacted, this en· 
tit·e series consists of Senntc bills and resolutions thnt became 
laws. Beginning with the Fifty-third Cou•r1·ess, bills in which 
the House of Representntives mulle clmngcs "'nre nccompunied by 
the House nmen<lments tmd, when confet·ence committees were ap~ 
pointed, by the papct·s lending to the conference, the report of the 
conferees, nnd the formal notificution fl'Om the House that the 
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report of the conferees hnd been accepted. Finn] clmnges resulting 
from House or conference amendments ure indicated in the text of 
the bill or resolution. 

Beginnin" in 1875 the originnls of "documents" and committee 
reports of the Senate prepared for publication in the Congressional 
set l1ave been arranged by numbers to correspond with the printed 
series and bound. This material from the Forty-fourth to the 
Seventy-first Congress, inclusive, and for the Seventy-third Con­
gress (2,772 vols.) has been transferred. Its principal value would 
appear to be in the revisions and deletions indicated nnd in the 
possibility of its use as a check upon the accuracy of the printed 
versions. The same is true of some 75 volumes of transcripts of 
hearin~ before committees of the Senate or joint committees, 
which have also been transferred and which have been published 
as Hearings independently of the Congressional set. 

The other records transferred include 49 atlases and about 750 
different maps, of which 153 are in manuscript or bear manuscript 
annotations. Among the latter are mnps of proposed routes for 
canals and roads nod of harbor improvements prepared by Army 
engineel'9t 1825-35, of the disputed northenstet•n border, of Indian 
lands and lands ceded by the Indians prepared in 1830, of Texas 
and Mexico in 1844, and of troop dispositions and the military sit­
uation at different times and on various fronts during the Civil 
War. A miscellaneous collection of manuscript volumes includes 
administrative records such as correspondence of the Secretary of 
the Senate, 1836-51 and 1861- 62 (2 vols.), and accounts for ex­
penditut·es for supplies; committee reports, 1817- 27 (2 vols.) ; 
papers relative to contracts and propos1tls for cunying the mails, 
1837-41 (2 vols.) ; a register of claims contrncted under Lt. Col. 
John C. Fremont in Cruifomia, 1846-4.7; two huge volumes con­
taining a memorial submitted in 1856 by citizens of Californi1t urg­
ing the construction of a wagon road across the plains nod the es­
tablishment of military posts, in which the si:rnatures nre arranged 
according to places of residence; and two volumes of photographic 
exhibits before the United States District Court for Northern Cal­
ifornia in the cases of Luco v. United States (1858) and United 
States v. Limantottr (1858). There are also three volumes of 
papers apparently selected from the files of the First and Second 
Congresses and mounted to promote their preservation. One con­
tains the electoral vote and accompanying papers for the first 
Presidential election; the second consists of cop1es, transmitted to 
the Senate by President WashinA"ton, of papers relating to the rati ­
fication of the Constitution by North Cnrolina and Rhode Island 
and to the ratifications by the States of the first ten amendments 
to the Constitution; and the third contains the first and second 
annual messages of President 'Vushington and papers transmitted 
by him relating to foreign relations and to treaties with the Indi­
ans, especially to the treaty negotiated with the Ct·eck Indians in 
1789. 

A calendur on cards of over 33,000 items bearing on the history 
of the UP,per Mississippi Valley and the Great Lukes region in the 
Senate files of the first 50 Congresses (1789-1888) has been com­
piled for a group of historical agencies, and a microfilm copy of 
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this calendar is aYailable at The National Archives. Many of the 
papers to be found in the files for the first 25 Conrrresses ( 1789­
1838) are available in print in the American State Papers (Wnsh­
ington, 1832-61. 38 vofs.) ; and most of the Presidentml messages 
are printed in James D. Richardson, A Cmnpilation of MC8sages 
and Papers of the Presidents (Washington, 1896-99, and Inter edi­
tions).

See Superintendent of Documents, Clteclclist of United States 
Public Document8, 1789-1909 (3d ed., ·washington;., 1011), 3-188, 
1463-1507, 1533-1667, 1676-1670; Adolphus W. ureely, Public 
Documents of the F irst Fou1•teen Oongre8ses (Washington 1900) 
1md a supplement with the same title in Americnn Historical Asso­
cilttion, Annual R eport, 1!>031 vol. 1, p. 343-4.06; and Claude H. 
Van Tyne and Waldo G. Leland, Guide to tlt e Arclti1Jes of tlw Gov­
ernment of tlte United States in Washington (2d ed., Washington, 
1!>07)' 255. 


DEP.ARTMEN'£ OF STATE 


CHIEF CLEIUt's OFFICE. APPOINT:.\IENT SECTION. Papers relating to 
pardons, 1818-60; and amnesty oaths and related papers, 1864.-68. 
224 feet. Accession 85. 

From the establishment of the Govemment under the Constitu­
tion until 1850 all petitions for pardons of criminals convicted by 
Federal courts were received by the Secretary of State, who joined 
with the Attorney General in considering them and in making rec­
ommendations to the President. After 1850 most petitions went 
to the Attorney General only, but the Department of State con­
tinued to prepare all warrants and commutations of sentences on 
the requisition of the Attorney General until 18!>3, when that duty 
also passed to the Department of Justice. Certain special duties in 
connection with amnesty and pardon during and after the Civil 
War were also assigned to the Department of State. 

The pardon activities of the Department were first formally 
recognized in its organization in 1833, with the establishment of a 
Bureau of Pardons and Remissions, Copyrights, and C1tre of the 
Library. When the Bureau was abolished a year later, the pnrdon 
functions were among those transferred to the Home Bureau, 
which also had been established in 1833. Although all bureaus of 
the Department were discontinued in 1855 by an net classifying 
its employees, practically the same organization wns continued on 
an informal basis until the Department was reorganized in 1870. 
At that time a Bureau of Pardons and Commissions was created. 
This Bureau, renamed "Commissions" in 1893, continued until 
1896, at which time its head becnme the Appointments Clerk. The 
unit was designated the Bureau of Appomtments from 1898 to 
1924, wl1en it became the Appointment Section in the Office of the 
Chief Clerk. 

The pardon records ( 4 feet) relate to pardons issued by Presi­
dents Monroe, Fillmore, Taylor, Pierce, and Bucl1annn. The 
series issued by President Monroe originated in the period 1818-22 
and contains only drafts of pardons. The rest of the co11ection, 
coverin~ the period 1850-60, consists of papers supporting requests 
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fot· pardons, such Its petitions nddressed to the President. bl'iefs of 
court proceedings, indictments, nnd statements of district attot·­
neys, physicians, wardens of penal institutions, judges, mnrshuls. 
and other persons. They do not include the uctnnl pardons, 
though they usually indicate whethet' or not a purdon wus gl'Unted 
in ench cnse. . 

The amnesty mtths and acceptances of Presidential wnrrnnts of 
purdon (220 feet) were received by the Depurtment nmlet· the 
provisions of the net of ,July 17, 1862, and of four pl'Oc1nmntions 
tssued pursunnt thereto. By the successive proclnmntions thes<• 
oaths wm·e offered to inct·ensingly lnrge groups of individuals in 
the seceded Stutes, and the taking of such onths wns one pt·erequi­
site for voting for or holding the position of delegate to the con­
stitutional cmwentions required of the Stutes before they were 
readmitted to the Union. As a result, hn·ge qnnntities of forms 
for the oaths were npparent1y strnck off in pl'int shops through­
out the South, nnd there is no unifot·mity in the :formut, wm·dinl!, 
m· even the hending. some being cnlled "amnesty onth'' or "oath 
of nmnesty" and others, "onth of nlleginncen or "proclunuttion 
oath." In some cases when Confedel'llte troops sunendered and 
took the oath, it was coupled with nn ottth of parole in n document 
known us "oath and purole." All the~c vnrious oaths wet·e tmns­
mitted to the Department of Stnte, were re~ristered, und were 
plnced in its nrchives. Presidential wnl'l'nnts of pnrdon then seem 
to llllYe been sent to most of the signet'S of the nmnesty onths, nnd 
when the ncceptances of these wnrt·nnts were retnrnecl they wer<• 
nlso filed in the Department. The ouths nn<l acceptances of nnrdon 
nrc interfilecl nnd nrc llt' t'lll1~ecl firs t hv Stnt<>s nn<l then nl phnheti­
cally by the nnmes of the signers. These pnpers reflect the progress 
of the Federnl troops into the hor1ler :mel seceded States nn<l flll'­
nish a detailed record of one phnse of the restoration of tlH\ 
n~tthority of the Union. They nlso contnin Ynhmble dnbt for Joctd 
lustory nnd genealog-y. 

The nau·don papers mul the nmnestv files in this colll't'~ion Wl'l'<'· 

receh·ecl from the Archi,·es Section of tlw Offiel' of tlw Histm·icnl 
Adviser, into the custody of which thev hnd pns~ed. Othet• simi­
lur pupers and registers of them nrc Rtill in the posse!-.'Sion of tlw 
Appointment Section of the Chi<>f Clerk's Office. 

Set> Ynn Tyne nml IJCinnd, Guide, 5i'i. 

CollnruNIC.\TJO~s .\~D Rr.c('III>S Dtn~IO~. ~fot ion J)ict ures, sonw with 
sound recordin~..rs. l!lll-:33. l ;i units of film. .\cl'l'SSion 8-l. 

The Bnreuu of Indexes nnd Archives, whh.·h wns estnhlishecl in 
1873, hud us one of its primnt·y functions thnt of lwin:r the ccntml 
unit for the cmTent files of the Depnrtment, nncl that function 
remained unclumg-ed wlten the nnme of the Durenu wns chnnged in 
1!)31 to the Dh·ision of Commnnicntions nn<l Recot'<ls. TIH' fi lms 
in this collection were nppnrently receh·ed hy Ynl'ions officials of 
the Department, who plnced them in the custody of the DiYision. 

Tlll'ee reels depicting phnses of comtrnction activities on the 
Pnnnma Cunnl in 191lnre the curliest of the films. For the 'Yorhl 
'Vnt· pel'iod thet·e nrc views of the llt'l'ival in 'Vushin~ton of such 
distinguished fot·eign Yis itot·s ns Arthur .T. Balfour, Rene ViYinni, 
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nnd M1trshal Jofft·e, 1md also pictures of Turkish and foreign news­
paper correspondents examining devastated nreus near Sm;yrnn in 
Asi1t l\Iinor. Another film, mude in 1924, consists of VIews of 
l 1 resident Coolid••e nnd the members of his Cabinet, who make 
rreneral statementS as to the work clone in their terms of office and 
~s to plnns for the future. l\Iore recent films include news reels 
showing the Amct~cun .Ambnssndors to Cuba and Cubun officials 
in 1933; the visit of Rns Destn Demtu, special ambassador of the 
Emperor of Ethiopia; nnd the depurture of the Amel'ican Am­
hussudor for the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics following 
the resumption of diplomntic rclntions in 1933. 

HISTORICAL Am1stn's OFFicE. AncmvEs SECTION. (1) Treaties with · 
Indinn tribes nnd related documents, 1722- 1868; (2) papers relating 
mainly to the Wrtr of 1812, 1789-1816; (3) records of the Russian­
American Co., 1802-67; (4) Civil War papers, 1861-65; and (5) 
electoml pupers, 1888-1032. 48 feet. Accession 85. 

From its establishment in 1789 the Department of State had 
m·chivnl functions, such ns the custody of the papers of the Con­
tinentnl Congress. These functions were first recognized in the 
m·gnnizntion of the Depnrtment when, in 1833, n Bureau of Ar­
cluves, Laws, und Commissions WitS estnblished. A year later this 
Bureau wus abolished, nnd fot· the next 2 yMrs u. Keepet· of the 
Archives h1ul custody of the noncun·ent t·ecords, except those of 
11 diplomutic ot' consnlur nature. From 1836 to 1870 the duties 
passed from h1mcl to lumd. A Keeper of the Rolls an official in 
the Chief Clerk's Burenu, wus placed in ch1n·ge of the l'laws, treaties, 
nnd historicul papet·s" in 1870, and in 1873 he was given 1m inde­
pendent status. In 1874 his functions were transferred to the 
Bureau of Rolls nnd Library, which became the Division of Pub­
licutions in 1921. All recm·ds of the Depurtment prior to 1906 
in the custody of the Bureau of Indexes and At·chives, which had 
been established as the general filing ugency of the Department in 
1870, wet·e transferred to the Division of Publications in 1926, and 
1m Archh•es Section wns estublished to have custody of them and 
of the noncm·t·ent record!> ltlrendy in the possession of the Division. 
In 1929 the Division wns reor~nnizecland its name WitS chnnged to 
Office of the Historical Adviser. 

(1) Indinn trenties wct·e negotiated on behalf of the vnrious 
colonies and the Bt'itish Crown during the colonial period. Dur­
ing nnd nfter the Ue,·olutionary 'Var the pmver to ne~otiute such 
trenties wns vested in the Continental Congress, and it became u. 
JH'et·ogutivc of the Fedcml Government uudet· the Constitution. 
!"rom 1789 to 1849 lnditm treuties were negotiated by special com­
missioners ncting for the President and undet· the supervision of 
the 'Ynt· Depnrtment; in the Juttet· year the Indiun Affairs Office 
was transferred to the Interior Department nnd the supervision 
wns shifted to the new ugency. An act passed in 1871 prohibited 
the making of furthct· treattes with Indian tribes, but provided 
thttt existinJ,r trenties wet·e to be unaffected. Thus the Department 
of State hnd no purt in the negotiution of the treaties, but until 
1849 it receh·ed them from the Wnr Depurtment after they hnd 
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been signed nnd preserved them. Se,•et·ul tr~aties negotiated under 
the supervision of t}\lj Interior Dep:trtment were similarly trans­
ferred to the Department of Stnte, ns were cettain treaties found 
in the files of the United States S:mnte. 

In this collection (8 feet) the fi1-st original treaty is that with 
the Delawares signed nt Pittsburgh, September 17, 1778, the earlier 
treaties being contemporary manuscript or printed copies used in 
the courso of the negotiation of Inter trentiP'51 and the last is one 
with the Nez Pe1·ccs, signed at Washington, August 13, 1868. The 
treaties vary in size from u. leo-n.l-size document to u parchment 
scroll several feet in length and ure usually uccompnnied by such 
related documents us messaf.!CS of the President, the ratifications 
by the Senate, and tlH~ Presidential proclnmntions. In some cases 
there arc also copies of letters of instructions to Indian colnmis­
sioners anu jolll'llUls and COl"l"espondence of the commissioners. 
Copies of cards in It combined info11nntion file nnd index now in 
the Depnt·tment of State have been mude fer usc in The National 
Archives. The file indicates the whereabouts of treaties not found 
in this collection and includes references to pertinent documents 
in the "Miscellaneous Letters" and the "Domestic Letters" series 
in tho Department of State. The whole collection is of interesb 
to the student of western expansion n.nd American colonial policy. 

The treaties hnve been published in Charles .T. Knpplcr, bulian 
Affairs, Laws! and T1·eaties (Washino-ton, 1V04), vol. 2; in United 
States Statutes at Large, vol. 7; 1m~ in .AmeJ•ican State Papers, 
Indian Affairs (Washington, 1832-34. 2 vols.). 

(2) In this collection (6 feet) the largest group of papers deals 
with both the War o·f 1812 and the Trenty of Ghent and includes 
such items as lists of American ships detained, accounts of the 
British Commissioners for Amm·ican droits of admiralty, corre­
spondence of the American commissions and their ngents abroad, 
vouchers nnd bunk checks, pnpers of John Dougan relating to 
ships detained by the British m Bermuda, accounts nnd papers 
relating to the property condemned in the vice-admiralty court of 
Barbados, insurnnce brokers' accounts, nnd American letters relat­
ing to captured vessels nnd other mutters. One volume, labeled 
"Intercepted Correspondence", contains both original letters and 
copies of letters dealing with diplomatic and military activities of 
British agents, pnt-ticnlarly in the Old Northwest, from 1789 to 
1814. The collection also includes correspondence and reports 
regarding aliens in the United Stntes, prisoners of wn.r, and pass­
ports, ana the last group contains letters of such prominent men 
ns Stephen Decatur, Rear Admiral Cockbum, Richard Rush, 
William Lowndes, and Joseph Story. 

See V nn Tyne and Leland, Guide, 25, 30, 501 51, 52. 
(3) The Russian-American Co. wns an offictal Russian company 

which had the economic and political control of Alaska prior to 
its purchase by the United Stntes in 1867. The records in this 
collection (17 feet) consist of the papers of the company that were 
in Alaska and were transferred to the custody of the United States 
in accordance with the provisions of the treaty of cession. They 
include :pavers sent by the board of directors of the comJ>any to 
the admmtstrntors general (governors) of the colonies, )Onrnnls 
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of cotTespondence between the a<lministrators generttl and the board 
of directors and other persons, logbooks of company ships, and 
journals of e~plol'ing parties. The lettm-s from the board of 
directors cover the years 180'2 and 1817-66 and outline colonial 
policies regarding employees, the church, furs, trade, and the like. 
The correspondence of the administrators general, 1818-67, is 
sometimes coyied in full and sometimes in abstract and contains 
such materia us local retrulations for the company employees, 
instructions in regard to rehttions with the native tribes, fur pricesJ 
prices of the company's supplies, orders for transportation unel 
equipment for explorin~ and tmding expeditions, instructions in 
regard to farming ane1 animal husbandry, and vital statistics. 
The logbooks, 1851- 67, were kept on 15 of the company's ships on 
their ' 'OYUHcs in Alaslmn waters and to Californin, Siberia, China, 
the Hawaiian Islands, and Russin. Capt. N. Arkhimandritov's 
journals of explorations on Kndi.lk Island, Norton Sounu, and the 
Pribilof Islands, 1860-6:!, fill one volume, und another is taken up 
with journals of overland explorations under the command of 
Lt. Lavrentii A. Zugoski n, 1842-44, into the Lower Yukon Basin and 
the southwestern mainland of Alaska. 

These records, which are nlmost entirely in Russian longhand, 
are of primary importance for the study of the history of Alaska. 
durin~ tho Russinn period. They were forwarded from Alaska. to 
the '' ar Department by the cummandnnt of the military depart­
ment of Alaska nnd were then tmnsferred to the Dopartmen~ of 
State in 1870. Pnrt of the pape1·s wet•e used in the Fur Seal 
Arbitration between the United Stntes and Great Bl'itain in 1893. 

See Vun Tyne nnd Leland, Guide, 3r.l-36. For histol'ies of the 
company, sec Hubert H. Bancroft, Histmy of AlMka (San Fran­
cisco, 188G), ch. li- 22; Sostavil P. Tikhmenev, lstoriclteskoe oboz­
1'Y(mie obmzovaniya Rossiisko-Ame~•ikanskoi K ompanii i dyeistvii 
eya do 11astoyaslwltago vreme11i (St. Petersburg, 1862-63. 2 vols.); 
nnd Huns Pihler, Die rttSsisch-am.erilcaniache Handels-Kompanie 
bis 1825 (Berlin nnd Leipzig, 1914). Tmnslatious and facsimilies 
of some of these documents nppear in State Department, Fur-Seal 
Fisheries Arbitmtion (Wnslungtou, 1895), vols. 8, 16. Zngoskin 
published a detailed ucconnt of his expedition under the title 
Pieshcl.-ltonaya opis chasti 1'1l.<?Sldkh vladenii v Ameriki v 181,£, 
1848, 181;.4 godaldt (St. Petersburg, 1847. 2 vols.). Summary 
statements of Zagoskin are to be found in Alfred H. Brooks, 
Geography and GeolorJ]I of AlMka (Geological Survey, P1·of88­
si01lal Paper 45. 'Vaslnngton, 1906). 

(4) The Civil Wnr papers (13 feet) are chiefly concerned with 
prisone1-s of war, state prisonet-s, and persons drafted for military 
service. Those concerned with prisoners of war nre most numerous 
nnd consist mainly of correspondence arranged alphabetically ac­
cording to the names of the prisoners. The material dealing witlt 
state prisoners contnins papers confiscated or intercepted by the 
Federal Govemment nnd its np:ents, lists of persons arrested for 
disloyalty or trenson, correspondence. regarding aliens and persons 
suspected of sedition, and proceedings of a. commission established 
to deal with state rrisoners. Many of the confiscated papers 
relate to the politicu situation in Maryland and consist of corre· 
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spondence, newspaper clippin~rs, articles, manuscripts, and pam­
phlets seized from newspupet· oflices in Baltimore und from the 
homes of men who were supposed to be planning to force a secession 
resolution throu~h the Maryland legisluture. Similar material 
seized in 'V'aslunrrton includes letters ft·om James Buchunun, 
Reverdy Johnson, :fohn Breckenridge, Andrew Johnson, und other 
prominent persons, which deul with the problems of Stutes' rights. 
sluvet·y, the prosecution of the war, und political and social condi­
tions of the times. One file of intercepted cmTespondcnce denls 
with such subjects ns appointments, blockade runners, nnd the op­
erations of the Alabama, the Slumandoalt, und the Flo'ricla and 
includes some papers of representatives of the Confederacy abroad. 
Another file contains cm·t·espondence and other data dealing with 
the seizure of the Confederate emroys, Mason and Slidell, from the 
Tre11t in 1861. The material regarding persons drafted for mili­
tary service relates in the mnin to aliens who claimed exemption 
from the draft nml consists of such items us corresr.ondence, cet·­
tificntes of exemption, depositions, and nffidnvits. fhe collection 
nlso includes severn! volumes of secret conespondence of the Dl.l­
purtment of State from 1861 to 1863 and of the Department of 
'Var for a portion of 1862. :Most of this correspondence is sup­
plied with indexes und, uccot·ding to uotntions stumped on the 
material, was either exnmined ot· copied for use in the Of!ir.ial. 
Records of the Union and Confederate ArmirH. In general the 
pnpers in this collection give interesting sidelights on the history 
of the Civil 'V' nr and contnin much of vnlue for the local historiall 
amd the genealogist. Amnesty papers for this pel'iod nre described 
in t.his guide under the Chief Clerk's Office in the Depnrtment of 
State. 

See Van Tyne und Lelnnd, Guide, 26, 53. 
(5) Prior to the election of 1888, the Secretary of State hud no 

regular part in the electorul system, but by an net of February 3, 
1887, he was required to receive from the executive of ench Stutc 
•~ cettified list, known us u finnl uscertninmcnt of electors, showing 
the names of all persons receiving votes for electors nnd theit• 
total votes and indicating the pet·sons chosen. He wus required 
to transmit 1t copy of each ascertainment to each House of Cong-ress 
nnd to hnve the uscet·tuinments published in a ncwspnver of his 
choice. This pt·ocednre wns modified by tm net pussed m 1928 so 
thnt, in addition to receh•ing the ascertainment from ench execnth·e, 
the Secretary received two copies of the ascertainment for cuch 
State directly from the electors of that State, each copy nccom­
pnnied by n certified stutement of the votes of the electors for 
President and Vice President. The Secretnry was required to holtl 
one nscertninment and one statement subject to tho cull of the 
Pt·esident of the Sennte nnd to keep the other ascertninment an<l 
stutemcnt for 1 yenr. The same act discontinued the requirement 
for the publication of the nscertainments. These electoml pnpers 
( 4 feet) were preserved in the Depnrtment by the Office of the 
Histol'icul Adviser and its predecessot-s. 

The ascertuinments comprise the bulk of the collection , but there 
nre nlso for each election such other papers as cotTespondence, 
memomnda, clippings of the uscertainments us published through 
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1924, and, for 1928 and 1932, the statements of the electoral votes. 
In general the papers for each election are bound in a single vol· 
ume, but the additional data received in 1928 and 1932 necessitated 
three volumes for each of these elections. Much of this material 
is duplicated in the records of the Senate described elsewhere in 
this guide. 

!NTmNATIONAL CoNFERENCES DIVI8ION. {1) Correspondence and other 
records relating to international exllibitions and expositions, 1857­
1915 (47 feet); (2) motion-picture film, 1936 (2 t•eels ). Accessions 
54 and 85. 

(1) Although the practice of holding loc~l and national fairs 
and exhibitions is an ancient one, internn.tional expositions did not 
begin until1851, when the first was opened in London. The United 
States made its first appropriation for participation in such an 
exposition in 1861, when the President was authorized to expend 
$2,000 for representation at the London Industrial Exposition of 
1862. Congress authorized American participation in several sub­
sequent expositions but stipulated that the Government should 
incur no expense in connection therewith. In 1866, l10wever, Con­
gress accepted an invitation to be represented at the Paris Uni­
versal Exposition of 1867 and, in addition to making certain funds 
availablel it directed the Secretary of State to prescribe such "gen­
eral regu ations concerning the conduct of the business relating to 
the part to be taken by the United Stutes as may be proper." This 
duty has devolved upon the Secretary of State in connection with 
almost every international exposition at which the United States 
has been represented since that time. The Chief Clerk attended 
to this matter for the Secretary until1931!....at which time it became 
one of the duties of the newly established lJivision of International 
Conferences. This Division was mer~ed into the Division of 
Protocol and Conferences in 1933, but It resumed its independent 
status. ~n 1937 and likewise its duty of handling international 
expositions. 

The earliest material in this collection is n. pamphlet announcing 
the various classes of exhibits for the French Universal Agricul· 
tural Prize Exhibition at Paris in 1857, but the collection properly 
begins with papers relating to the Paris Universal Exposition in 
1867. This exposition is represented by a register of applications, 
transcripts of correspondence of the Department of State relating 
to the exposition, correspondence and records of the United States 
CommissiOn, receipts for medals, lists of American exhibitors and 
exhibits, minutes of the adviso11. committee, pamphlets catalogs, 
and miscellaneous reports. Similar records are included for most 
of the other exhibitions. The records of American partici{>ation 
in the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893, m the 
Universal E~osition at Paris in 1900, and in the Louisiana Pur­
chase ExpositiOn at St. Louis in 1904 constitute the three largest 
files in the collection. Other expositions represented in the collec­
tion are those held nt Vienna (1873), Philadelphia (1876), Paris 
(1878), Sydney {1879), Melbourne {1880), New Orleans (1884--85), 
Melbourne (1888}, Paris (1889), Antwerp (1894), Buffalo (1901), 
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Jamestown (1907), and San Francisco (1915). In addition to the 
types of material alreudy noted, the collection contains for some 
expositions such items us newspnpet• clippings, photogmphs, draw­
ings und blue prints, certificates of awarils, and unclaimed medals. 
Much of the material is bound and indexed, and some of the un­
bound correspondence is indexed. The files in this collection are 
those that passed into the custody of the Bureaus of Rolls and 
Library and of Indexes and Archives und later into the possession 
of the Archives Section of the Office of the Historical Adviser, 
from which they were transferred to The Na.tional Archives. 
Other exJ,losition files are still in the Department in the custody of 
the DivisiOns of Communications and Records nnd of International 
Conferences. 

This mnteriul as a whole demonstrates the increasing interest 
and participation of the United States in world affuirs after the 
Civil War. It throws light also on the methods used in preparing 
and arranging international exhibitions and on the scope and 
character of American business enterprise during the latter half 
of the nineteenth century. It shows particularly how the Depart­
ment of State promoted Ametican business interests at home und 
abroad, and it forms a valuable record of America's broadening 
outlook and commercial development during those years. 

For publications of boards, commissions, ot• officials in charge of 
Government participation in internntionlll expositions and exhi­
bitions to 19091 see Oltecklist of United States P.ublic Documents, 
940-953; and tor a partial list of expenditures made for exposi­
tions, 1873- 1936, see House Committee on Foreign Affairs, New 
York lVorld's Fair 1939, H ea1-ings .. . on ... Authorizing Federal 
Pm·ticipation ('\Vashington, 1!>37), 15. See also Van Tyne and 
Leland, Guide, 2'9, 54. 

(2) The arrangements for the Third World Powet• Conference 
and the Second Congt•ess on Large Dnms, which were held in 
'Vnshington, D. C., in September 1936 were made by the Amcricnn 
National Committee under the general supervision of the Division 
of Protocol and Conferences, the predecessor of the Division of 
International Conferences, whose functions include the perform­
ance of such duties. These pictures, which were received from thc 
National Committee, wer~ made to stimulate intet·est in and in­
crease the attendance at the meetings and also to draw attention to 
study tours arranged in connection with the gathering. They de­
pict points of interest throughout the country with reference to 
mineral sources of power, hydraulic sources of power, metropolitan 
gas and electric utilities, and railway transportation. 

See Superintendent of Documents, Monthly Catalog of United 
States Public Docwments, no. 501, p. 1001. 

REBEAncn AND Puuuc.\TION DIVISION. LAw SECTION. (1) Original 
nets and resolutions of Congress, 1789-1923, and papers pertaining 
to their publication; (2) original proclamations by the President, 
1791- 1936, and Executive orders, 1862-1936; nnd (3) National Re­
covery Administration orders, 1934-35. 363 feet. Accessions 9 
and 85. 
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(1) Au act of September 15, 1789, required the Secretary of 
State to receive and preserve the original acts and resolutions of 
Con~ress, to cause their publication m three newspupers, and to 
distribute printed copies of the laws to specified individuals. Later 
the Secretary wns made responsible for the J?.ublicntion of "slip 
laws" immediately after n l1tw was passed· 'session luws" con­
taining all laws passed nnd all treaties ratifie{l and proclaimed dur­
ing u session of Congress; and various collected editions of the l1tws 
as directed by Congress, of which the most notewot·thy is the 
Statutes at Lm·ge, published under contract by a private firm until 
1874 nnd snbscqttcntly printed by the Government Printing Office I 
w1der the direction of th~ Department of State. 'fhe number of 
newspapers in which the laws were required to be }>rinted was in­
creased :from time to time until 1875, when this met 10d of publica­
tion was abandoned. 

The position of Editor of the Laws was ct·ented by the Depart­
ment in 1874 when it took O\'Cr the publicution of the Statu.te8 at 
Lar!!e, but the title was changed to Law .~Jerk in 1901 .. In 1921 the 
earher title was restored and the poSitiOn was ass1gned to the. 
Division of Publications. The Editor was replaced in 1927 by 1c. 

Law Section in the same Division and the Section was continue{l 
under the Office of the Historical Adviser which succeeded the 
Division in 1929, and under t.he Division of Research and Publica­
tion, which inl1erited some of the functions of the Historical Ad­
viser in 1933. After the laws had been printed t he originals were 
from time to time turned over to the Department 's archival unit. 
from which they were received by The Natiorutl A rchives. · 

'fhe laws and related papers in this collect.ion consist of the en­
rolled original acts and resolutions of Congress1 1789-1923 (363 
vols.) ; enrolled bills kept :from becoming laws by means of the 
"pocket veto", 1815- 96 (1 vol. ); m1tnuscl'ipt copies of the laws, 
1789- 1837 (46 vols.); a small file of letters exchanged between the 
Secretary of State und publishet-s and editors of the laws regarding 
cont.ructs, 1789-1822; lettet-s from publishers rcgnrding publication 
of the laws in vnrious newspnpers, 1833-42 (8 vols.) ; and requisi­
tions on the Public Printer for printed copies of the "slip laws", 
18il-75 (5 vols.). Later originnl nets nnd resolutions and bills 
that were "pocket vetoed" by the President have been ret!tincd by 
the Lnw Section, and the Chief Clerk's Office hns 1m extensive file 
of conespondence that supplements the papers regarding the print­
ing of the laws in newspape1-s throughout the country. 

See George W . Scott, Middleton G. Beaman, nnd others, I-nde.1: 
Analysis of tlteFedemlStatutcs (Washington, 1008,1911. 2 vols.); 
Walter H. McClenon and Wilfre<l C. Gilbert, lnde:n to tlte Federal 
Statutes (Washington, 1933); and Checklist of U11Ued States 
Publia Documents, 954-972. 

(2) Proclamations have been issued by the Presidents for 11 
variety of purposes from the beginning of the GoYernment aml 
many of them have the effect of law. Executive orders are similar 
in effect to proclamations, but arc less formal in character. Proc­
lamations invariably bear the countersignature of the Secretary 
of State and the imprint of the great seal of the United States1 

and, as the custody of the senl was given to the Secretary in 178t. 
the proclamations, after being countersigned and senll'd. remainc<l 
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in his possession. Executive orders, which rarely have the coun­
tersignature or the seal, came into the Dernrtment of State only 
occasionally until 1905. At tl1at time a circular letter signed by 
President 'fheodore Roosevelt's secretary directed all agencies of 
the Government to clear all drafts of Executive orders through the 
Department but these directions were not strictly observed. An 
attempt made in 1909 to collect the originals of all Executive orders 
from the several agencies was likewise unsuccessful. Not until 
1929, when an Executive order was issued requiring the deposit 
in the Department of orifP.nal Executive orders and ~oclamations, 
was there an adequate cneck on these documents. Even this re­
quirement was relaxed in 1933 to permit exceptions in the case 
of orders approving_ codes of fair competition made under the 
.National Industrial Recovery Act. For many years the Depart­
ment, in addition to having the custody of :proclamations and Ex­
ecutive orders, has had copies of them prmted :for distribution. 
In 1907 the Department, after allowing for the earlier documents 
in its custody, began assigning numbers to orders and proclama­
tions as they were received and printed. 

The proclamations and Executive orders in this collection (108 
vols. and some unbound papers) were transferred from the 
Archives Section of the Office of the Historical Adviser and from 
the Law Section of the Division of Research and Pub1ication by 
virtue of an Executive order of February 18, 1936, which made 
~rhe N ationnl Archives responsible for their custody after M1trch 12, 
1936. Most of the papers are the original documents, although the 
·earliest proclamation, which bears the date of October a, 1789, and 
sets aside n day for public thanksgivin~J, is a photostat of the 
original in the Library of Congress. Tlus collection does not in­
dude proclamations relative to treaties, conventions, protocols, and 
other international a~cements; such proclamn.tions, which have 
not been assig'!!ed numbers in the series, are filed wtth the treaty 
papers in the Department of State. The earliest Executive order 
received is dated October 20, 1862. Thousands of documents that 
might be classed as Executive orders but are not represented in 
this collection are lmown to exist in the files of various Government 
agencies.

The collection contains some drafts of and correspondence re­
lating to proclamations and Executive orders, 1929-36. There is 
also a list of and an index to all the orders and proclamations in 
this collection and an index to some of the orders in the custody 
of other agencies. Most of the proclamations are printed in the 
Statutea at Large and many of the proclamations and Executive 
orders appear in Richardson, Messagea and Papers of the. 
Presidents. 

S ee Laurence F. Schmeckebier, Government Publications and 
Their Use (Washing!:on, 1937), 294-299. 

(3) By an Executive order of December 30 1933, the Adminis­
trator for N ationnl Recovery was authorized to prescribe codes 
of fair competition for certain industries and to approve amend­
ments to or exemptions from any code; and later he was authorized 
to prescribe rules and regulations governing code amendments, 
modifications, exceptions, exemptions, stays, and. the like. In 
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September 1934 all these powers were transferred to a National 
Industrial Recovery Board. Duplicate originals of some of the 
orders issued by the Administrator and by the Board in the exer­
cise of these powers were sent to the Department of State for 
p_reservntion, but the complete set of originals was retained by the 
National Recovery Administration. 
· These orders {3 feet), which were kept by the Law Section of 
the Department along with original Executive orders and procla­
mations, were transferred when the latter documents passed into 
the custody of The National Archives. An index to the orders 
transferred is available, and all the orders have been printed and 
indexed in National Recovery Administration, Oodes of Fair Oom­
petition as Approve·d with 81tpplemcntal Oodett, A mendments, 
Executive and A.dministrati11e Orders lsBUcrl Between June 16, 
1999, and July 90,1995 (Washington, 1934-35. 23 vols.) . 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

AccouNTs AND DEPosiTs OFFICE. BooKKEEPING AND W AnRAN'1'8 

DIVISION. Records relating to the receipt and the accounting for 
the receipt of public funds, 1832-1930; correspondence concerni~g 
and compilations from early maritime records, 1885-87; and a 
quantity of paper currency of the Confederate States of America. 
2,092 feet. Accessions 72, 76, 79, and 81. 

The Division of Warrants: E stimates, and Expenditures, estab­
lished in 1875, became the Division of Bookkeeping and Warrants 
in 1894 and took over the function and records relating to the re­
ceipt and accounting for the receipt of public funds from the Divi- ~ 
sion of Receipts and Exp6nditurcs of the Office of the Register of 
the Treasury. When provision was made for a Commiss10ner of 
Accounts and Deposits in 1920, the Division of Bookkeeping and 
Warrants was placed under the supervision of his Office. 

The records relating to public funds (1,790 feet) include certifi­
cates of deposit, debit vouchers, receipts, transfer and counter war­
rants, and registers of various sorts; n.nd tentative inventories of 
part of them have been compiled. Use of these records is restricted. 

The correspondence concerning and compilations from early 
maritime records ~2 feet) resulted from an act of Congress of 
January 201 1885, ' to provide for the ascertainment of claims of 
American citizens for spoliations committed by the French prior to 
the 31st day of July, 1801." Records were called in from various 
customhouses by the Treasury Department for use in defending 
suits brought under this act, and compilations of data were made 
from those records. The correspondence consists of letters received 
from the customs officials and contains interesting information con­
cerning their early records. Use of these records is restricted. 
Part of the records assembled from the customhouses are entered 
under Customs Service in this guide. 

The Confederate currency (300 feet) is of various denominations. 
Presumably it was confiscated at the close of the Civil War. 
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AccoUNTs AND D.F.POSITs 0l'FICE. DrsnunSE!IIENT DIVISION. Account 
books, pay rolls, and miscellaneous correspondence of the former 
Office of the Disbursing Clerk. 1865-1929. 83 feet . Accession 83. 

The Dhrision of Disbursement, established by an Executive order 
of 1933, took over the functions and records of the former Office 
of the Disbursing Clerk, which related to disbursements of public 
moneys by the Treasury Department only. 'Abstructs or schedules 
<>f disbursements, arranged chronologically from 1910 to 1929, com­
prise 320 volumes of the records; the remainder, 56 volumes and 
n few unbound papers, at-e vet·y miscellaneous in character, and 
only a. few of them are dated before 1890. Use of these records is 
restricted. 

AccouNTS AND DEPOSITs OFFICE. SunETY BoNns SECTIO!'i. Fidelity 
honds, togethor with correspondence and other papers relating 
thereto. 1780-1910. 113 feet. Accession 46. 

The duty of receiving, examining, and preserving fidelity bonds of 
officers and employees of all the executive agencies of the Govern­
ment except the Post Office Department was concentrated in the 
Section of Surety Bonds of the Treasury Department in 1895, and 
the agencies transferred their files of old bonds to the Section, by 
which they were arranged in a sin~le file. The Section was a part 
of the Appointment Division of tile Secretary's Office from 1895 
to 19111 it was nn independent section in the Secretary's Office from 
1911 to 1921, it was again under the jurisdiction of the Appoint­
ment Dh·ision from 1921 to 1931, nnd in 1931 it was assigned to the 
Office of the Commissioner of Accounts and Deposits. 

Bonds filed before 1910 by persons still in the service of the Gov­
elnment and under bond have been retained by the Section. The 
material is nrran"'ed nlphnbeticnlly and is accompanied b;v an 
alphabetical name 1ist on cn1·ds. Use of these records is restrtcted. 

CuSTO!.IS SERVICE. Maritime records from various customhouses, 1762­
1845, and miscellaneous recot·ds of the New York Customhouse, 
1830-75. 44 feet. Accessions 35 and 81. 

Since the establishment of the Customs Service in 1789, the cus­
toms officers nt ports of entry have been responsible for the registra­
tion, enrollmentJ and licensing of merchant vessels and for preserv­
ing copies of tile documents issued and other maritime records. 
Records of a similar character pt·eviously accumulated by State and 
colonial customs officers were tnlcen over in some cases. As n result 
<>f nn act of Congress of ,Jnnuary 2011885, "to provide for the ascer­
tainment of clnims of American citizens for spoliations committed 
by the French prior to t.he 31st day of July, 1801", the Treasury 
Department called upon the collectors of customs to send in certain 
maritime t•ecords for use in defendinr"' suits under the net. The 
records called for were for the perior 1792 to 1801, but many of 
them were bound with earlier or Inter records or both and the 
entire volumes were sent in. The collection trnnsfened to The Nn~ 
tional Archives (25 feet) comprises 371 volumes of these records and 
includes registers, emolimcnts, licenses, bonds, manifests, clearances, 
<>nths, ahstmcts, and indexes. An inventory of the volumes hn.s 
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been compileJ. Use of these records is restricted. Other records 

received by the Derartment at the same time are still in the custody 

of the Division of Bookkeeping and 'Varrants of the Office of Ac­

counts nml Deposits, from which these records were receh•ed; and 

some correspondence concerning the transaction and compilations of 

ut~tn made from the records are entered under that Division in this 

~uide. For simiJnr records dating from 1815, see under Navigation 

Bureau of the Commerce Department. See also Van Tyne and 

Leland, Guide, 73. 

The miscellaneous records of the New York Customhouse (19 

feet) include correspondence, account books1 curgo manifests, con­

snlnr invoices, reports of seizures, applicatiOns and recommenda­

tions for appointments, and a diary of a blockade runner on a. 

Confederate vessel in 1863. The recommendations for appoint­

ments include lettet'S from Horace Greeley, Roscoe Conkling, and 

Chester A. Arthur. A tentative inventory of the records bas been 

compiled. This collection was received from the Library of Con­

gress which had received it from the Customs Service, and which 

still has in its possession a. considerable colle.ction of customhouse 

records.

See Laurence F. Scluneclmbier, Tlte Customs Se1"1Jice (Baltimore, 
1924), and Library of Congress, Handbook of Manuscripts (Wash­
ington, 1918), 473. 

INTERNAL REVENUE BmtEAU. M.lsCELt.ANEOUB TAx UNIT. EsTATB ..
TAx Dn'lsto!'i. Estate tax returns and attendant papers, 1916-25. 
3,945 feet. Accession 82. 


The Estate Tax Division was set up to administer the tax im­

posed by act of Congress of September 8, 1916, on the transfer of 

estates of decedents that exceed stipulated amounts. The Divi­

sion examines and audits the returns made by executors, investi­

gates the facts tltrough its field agents, and makes the assessment. 


The tranfcrrecl file contains the papers relating to the estates 

of all decedents whose deaths occurred before the end of 1925. All 

the papers relating to an estate nt·e filed together, and they include 

in each case the preliminary notice, the report of the field agent} 

the final return, and a summary sheet. In many cases there wil 

be found also other papers such as a copy of the will, an itemized 

inventory of personal effects, affidavits, correspondence, and mem­

oranda. The I>apers relating to estntes of residents of tlte United 

States are grouped by States nnd collection districts and arrange4 

by serial numbet'S in each group. Those relating to estates of 

nonresidents are arranged serially in a single group. An index 

on cards filed alJ>habetically by names of decedents has been 

retained by the D1vision. Use of these records is restricted. 


See Laurence F. Schmecl{ebier and Francis X . A . Eble, Th6 

Bttreau of Internal Revenue (Baltimore, 1923), 45, 80-82, 154, 158­
160. 

PunLtO DEnT SERVICE. 1\fotion-pictm·e film. 1929. 2 reels. Acces­
sion 73. 

News reels, of which one depicts Secretary Andrew W . Mellon 
examining the first dollars of the new small-size currency and the 
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other shows him congratulating employees of the Department on 
the completion of 50 years of service. 

TlmAstmEll's OFFICE. CmmENCY REDEUPI'ION DIVIsiON. Account 
books, registers, receipts, correspondence, and other records of the 
former National Bank Redemption Agency. 188D-1936. 438 feet. 
Accession 64. 

The National Bank Redemption Agency, originally known as 
the Natioual Bank Note Redemption Agency, was set UJ? in tha 
Treasurer's Office in 1874 to. handle the receipt, redemptiOn, and 
disposition of national bank notes. When the Federal Reserve 
System was organized in 1913, the Agency was given similar 
duties with reference to Federal Reserve notes and Fei:leral Reserve 
bank notes. In 1936 it was merged with the Redemption Division 
to form the Currency Redemption Division. 

The records transferred reflect the activities of the agency, 
especially from 1917 on. T11e only series of earlier date are four 
volumes of general ledgers dating from 1880 to 1916 and some 
"booklteepers' ticl{ets" dating from 1900. A preliminary inven~ 
tory of the collection has been compiled. Use of these records is 
restricted. 

TREAsURY BUILDINGS OFFICE. Copies of letters sent. 1879-1910. 125 
feet. Accession 77. 

This file consists of press copies of letters sent by tl1e Chief Clerk 
in connection with the custody, care, and maintenance of certain 
buildings in Washington that are under the supervision of the 
Treasury Department. On May 20

2 
1937, the Chief Clerk was re~ 

lieved of responsibility for these bmldings by the establishment of 
the Office of Superintendent of Treasury Buildings. The file com~ 
prises 391 volumes and is accompanied by 55 volumes of indexes by 
personal and corporate names. Use of these records is restricted. 

DEPARTMENT OF WAR 

Am ConPs. FIELD SERVICE. Photographic films, 1922-23. 68 rolls 
of negatives and 204 mosaic negatives. Accession 40. 

These films, received from Crissy Field, San Francisco, Calif., 
show aerial mapping verticals of airports, camps, fields, forts, 
ranges, rivers, islands, valleys, and the like in California, Wash~ 
ington, and Oregon. They are accompanied by an index. 

AmcnAFT PnonuCTioN BunEAu. ScmNcE AND RESEARCH DIVIsioN. 
CHElncAL SECTION. Records of research projects. 191S.:.19. 3 feet. 
Accession 13. 

Investigations and experiments in the production of sensitizing 
dyes, incendiary bullets, smoke screens, acetic acid, acetones, sec~ 
ondary alcohols, caseins, and other materials were conducted by 
the Chemical Section with funds provided by the Aircraft Produc~ 
tion Bureau but with facilities and personnel loaned by the Bureau 
of Chemistry of the Department of Agriculture. When the Sec-
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tion was abolished in November 1918 its records were retained by 

the Color Laboratory of the Bureau of Chemistry, which con~ 

tinned some of the research. The Color Laboratory was Inter 

merged in the Color and Farm 'V11ste Division of the Bureau of 

Chemistry and Soils, from which Division the records were 

received. 

The collection consists of correspondencei reports, memoranda, 

minutes of meetings, and other material re atin~ to the research 

projects. It reflects some of the production problems of the war 

period and aspects of the early history of airplane production and 

of aerial photography. Other records of the Aircmft Production 

Bureau are preserved in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps,

by which the Bureau was absorbed; and related materials are to 

be found in the research and production records of the Council 

of National Defense and the '\Var Industries Board. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

CLAms DMBION. Papers pertaining to closed cases before the Court 
of Claims, 1855-1934. 1,362 feet. Accession 87, part 1. 

The Court of Claims was established by an net approved Febru~ 

nry 25, 1855

1 
to pass upon claims of citizens against the Govern~ 


ment, and a solicitor was provided to represent the Government 

before the court. In 1868, 2 years before the establishment of the 

Department of Justice, the duties of the solicitor and his assistants 

were transferred to the Attorney General, who was charged with 

"the prosecution and defence of all matters nnd suits in the court 

of claims on behalf of the United States" and two Assistant Attor~ 

neys General were provided to assist him in performing these and 

other duties. Since that time an Assistant Attorney General has 

been in charge of cases before the Court of Claims and with his 

assistants has formed a unit which has been known by various 

names but which was formally designated as the Claims Division 

in 1934. An net of March 3, 1891, provided for the appointment of 

an Assistnnt Attorney General to defend cases of claims arising 

from Indian depredations, and these cases were in the charge of a 

special unit under his direction until 1913. At tlutt time the re~ 

maining cases were transferred to the Assistant Attorney General in 

charge of cases before the Court of Claims, who supervised the 

work until the last case was concluded in 1921. 


The records in this collection consist of the papers accumulated 

and preserved by the Department of Justice in connection with 

cases which were before the Court of Claims but which are now 

inactive. These papers include correspondence, reports of a.ttor~ 

neys, motions, br1efs, transcripts of evidencP., exhib1ts, and docket 

books; and in general all papers for a single case are filed together. 

For the years prior to 1914, however, the copies of outgoing let~ 

ters are bound chronologically in four series, two relating to Indian 

depredation cases (48 press copy books, 1891-1912, and 41 letter 

books, 1891- 1913, which duplicate and overlap each other to some 

extent) , and tl1e otl1er two relating to all other cases before the 

Court of Claims (115 press copy books, 1868-1912; and 83 letter 


I 
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books, 1872-1914, in which there is also duplication and overlap­
ping). The papers pertaining to the cases are arranged first by 
types of jurisdiction of the Court of Claims and then by docket 
numbers within each of these groups. The main groups of cases, 
with the earliest and latest dates of the initiation of those cases in 
each that were transferred to The National Archives and with tho 
dates for which docket books are present as indexes, are as follows: 
General jurisdiction cases, brought before the court under the pro­
vision of general acts of Congress establishing the court or con· 
ferring general jurisdiction upon it, 1863-1928 (docket books, 1855­
1914); Congt·es$ional cases, brought before the court under some ac& 
conferring special jurisdiction, 1884-1934 (docket books, 1884­
1914); na"al bounty cases, pertaining to bounty or prize money and 
arising out of the Spanish -American War (docket book, 1899-1903, 
only; no case papers) ; departmental cases, referred to the court 
by executive departments for opinion, report, or judgment 1884­
1920 (docket book, 1883-1913) ; cases against the District of Colum­
bia, 1880-83 (docket book, 1880-85); and Indian depredation cases, 
1891- 1917 (docket books, 1891- 94) . Although these cases were nil 
initiated between 1855 and 1934, some of the papers are dated as 
early as 1812 and some as late as 1937. For cases originating after 
the dates covered by the docket books there is a card index, which 
ltas been retained by the Department of Justice. Aside from the 
correspondence and the reports of attorneys, many of the papers 
for any given case are copies of the original documents, which are 
filed in tlm Court of Claims and constitute part of the records of 
that court. Usc of the records in this collection is restricted. 

See Van Tyne and Leland, Guide, 146, 252-254; Albert Langclut· 
tig, The Department of JWJtice of tlte United States (Baltimore, 
1927), 39-41; and Homer Cummings and Carl McFarland, Federal 
Justice (New Y01·k, 1937), 153, 209, 216, 223, 503, 552. 

POST OFFICE DEP.ARTMENT 

Miscellaneous records. 1909--35. 1,302 feet. Accessions 23 and 29. 
This collection contains n wide variety of records, largely routine 

in character. From the Office of the Solicitor, there nre the settled 
claims of postmasters for losses resulting from such causes us 
burglary and fire (1923-24). The records of the Division of Post 
Office Service relate to such matters ItS personnel, inspection, and 
contract stations (various periocls, 1909--31); those of the Division 
of Postmasters concern the appointment of postmasters and tho 
discontinuance of post offices (1928); those of the Division of 
Railway Adjustments deal with irregularities in service (various 
periods, 1916-35); those of the Division of Railway Mail Set-vice 
include copies of letters signed by the Postmaster General (1924­
28) and complaints (1930) i those of the Division of International 
Postal Service consist of miscellaneous con-espondcnce and routine 
reports (1919-33); those of the Division of Rural Mails contain 
some papers of local interest on the establishment, extension, and 
discontinuance of rural routes (1919, 1930-31); those of the Divi­
sion of Classification 1·elnte to the second-class mailing pri"ilege 
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(1930-32); those of the Division of Registered Mails consist of 
card indexes to records concerning claims for losses (1918-29); 
those of the Division of Foreign Money Orders include bound vol· 
umes which list money orders certified for payment in several 
foreign countries (1913-34); and those of the Division of Motor 
Vehicle Service relate to routine matters concerning both contract· 
operutcd nnd Governmcnt.awned vehicles (1921, 1928-32) . A pre­
liminary inventory of the records of the Dh•ision of Registered 
Mnils hus been compiled. E ru-lier material similar in type to t hat 
contained in this collection has not been preserved. 

See Lloyd M. Short, Tlte Det•elopment of Natio·11 al Administra­
tive Orqanization in tlte United Statea (Baltimore, 1!J23), chs. S, 
16, and Pao Hsun Chu, The Post Office of tlte United States (2d ed., 
New York, 1932). 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

SEcRETARY's OFFICE. Outgoing letters, 1850-93, and applications 
for civilian appointments, 1827-1910. 111 feet. Accession 58. 

The letters (105 feet) are unbound press copies relating to mat­
ters of generul interest in the Department. They are grouped 
first by years and then by clnsses of persons addressed, such as naval 
officers, members of Concrress, and officials of Government depart­
ments, and they nt·e dupiic1tted in letter boolcs rebtined by the De­
partment. A prelimiunry inventory of these letters hns been com­

,. 	 piled. The applications (6 feet) a1-e from unsuccessful applicants. 
These files were received from the Office of Navnl Records and 
Library. 

ENOINEEIUNO BUREAU. Genet·nl correspondence, 1885-1!)10; cor­
respondence of the former Bureau of Equipment, 1888-1910; engi­
neering logbooks, 1845-1932; tracings of ship machinery and 
apparatus, 1848-1932; record of electrical appliances, 1893-1906; 
and miscellaneous records, 1888-1926. 1,750 feet. Accessions 14 
and 50. 

The Bureau of Steam Engineering was established in 1862 and 
took over functions and records from other agencies of the Depart­
ment; in 1920 it became the Bureau of Engineering. The Bureau 
of Equipment, established in 1800, took over functions and 
records from the former Bureau of Equipment nnd Recruiting. 
In 1910 it was abolished and part of its duties nnd records were 
tmnsferred to the Bureau of Steam Engineering. 

The general correspondence (310 feet) , which is arranged 
chronologically, consists of bound volumes of letters received, 1885­
1908, and press copy books of letters sent, 1888- 1910. It reflects 
the activities of the Bureau of Steam Engineering, which included, 
for the period covered , the designing, building, nnd repairing of 
steam machinery used on unval Yessels ; and it is accompanied by 
indexes in bound volumes. 

The correspondence of the Bureau of Equipment (125 feet) 
reflects its activities, which included the manufachu·e and supply­
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ing of eqniJ?ment for naval vessels and navy yards, the purchase 
and supplymg of coal nnd the construction and inspection of 
wireless stations. The letters prior to July 1, 1890, relate mainly 
to the Naval Observatory, control of which was transferred 
on July 1, 1889, from the Bureau of Navigation to the Bureau of 
Equipment and Recruiting. The file is arranged according to a 
numerical subject classifictttion and is accompanied by lists and 
indexes in volumes and on cards. A list of these indexes has been 
compiled. 

The collection of engineering logbooks (1i040 feet), which com­
prises 18,754 volumes, is reasonably comp etc to the beginning 
of the World War. The later volumes, with a few exceptions, 
have been retained by the Bureau. The logs contain such informa­
tion as the name of the ship, the name of the cornmanderJ types of 
engineering equipment, fuel used, distances traveled, engine 
troubles and injuries to officers and men. A list of the logbooks, 
arranged alphabetically by the names of the ships, is available. 

The tracings of ship machinery and apparatus (8 feet) relate to 
naval vessels of many sorts, including such important vessels as 
the Oo?UJtitution, the Essea:, the Hartford, the Merrimao, and the 
Oregon. Most of the tracings are dated between 1861 and 1920. 
They are arranged alphabetically by ships, and an alphabetical 
list IS available. Most of them are 2 by 3 feet in size. Drawings 
relating to ships still in active service have not been transferred. 

The record of electrical appliances (10 feet) comprises 130 
volumes and was compiled by the Office of Inspector of Electrical 
Appliances of the Bureau of Equipment. It contains descriptions 
of and information about electric appliances on naval vessels and 
in the radio station at the Charleston, S. C., Navy Yard. The vol4 

umes are arranged alphabetically by the names of ships and most 
of them contain subject indexes. 

The miscellaneous records (257 feet) inClude such materials as 
ledgers, journals, contracts, invoices, job orders, reports, and 
records of machinery weights and of submarine batteries. 

:MEDICINE AND SunoERr BunEAU. General co1Tespondence and a few 
account books. 1842-1911. 128 feet. Accession 69. 

The Bureau of Medicine nnd Surgery, established in 1842 with 
the Surgeon General of the Navy as its chief, is charged with 
the maintenance of the health of the Navy, the care of the sick 
and injured, and the management and control of naval hospitals, 
medical supply depots, medical laboratories, the Naval Medical 
Center, and technical schools for the training of members of the 
Medical Department of the Navy. 

The correspondence consists of about 600 volumes of original 
letters received and copies of letters sent and appears to be com­
plete for the period covered. Many of the letters deal with routine 
matters of personnel and administration, but some of them are of 
considerable interest, especially for information about diseases and 
methods of treatment. .A few of the letter books consist of letters 
relating to the Naval Medical School. A chronological list of 
the volumes is available, and many of the volumes are mdexed. 

MATERIAL IN THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

NAVAL OrmA'riONB OFFICE. .Aviation files from London headquarters, 
1917-19, and records of the Military Governor of Santo Domingo, 
1917-24. 98 feet. .Accession 58. 

The Office of the Chief of Naval Operntions was established in 
1915 to coordinate the work of several divisions that had previously 
operated independently. 

The aviation files (27 feet) contain interesting information con­
cerning lnnding fields, construction work, machine parts, personnel 
training, and general aeronautical activities during the 'Vorld War~ 
They are arranged according to a numerical classification and in­
clude draft histories of each base of operations and of each divi­
sion of personnel and matedel concerned with naval aviation in 
France . .A list of the records accompanies them. 

The records of the Military Governor of Santo Domingo (70 feet) 
are concerned with the occupation of the Dominican Republic and 
its administration by nu.val and marine officers. They contain valu­
able material relating to officers and enlisted men, courts and boards, 
appointments nnd discharges, general economic conditions, improve­
ment of roads, sanitation and medicine, and commerce and 
transportation. The records are arran_ged first chronologically and 
then according to a list transferred With them from the Navy De­
partment, and some of the material is indexed. 

Certain documents in each of these collections relating directly 
to navnl opel'tttions were selected for retention by the Oflice of the 
Chief of Naval Operations. The collections were then deposited 
with the Office of Naval Records and Library, from which tl1ey were 
transferred to The N ntional .Archives. Preliminary inventories 
have been compiled for both collections. 

NAVAL 0l'ERATIONs OFFICE. INSFECTION DrviBION. Reports on trials 
and inspections of naval vessels and correspondence pertaining 
thereto. 1890-1926. 63 feet. Accession 66. 

An act of 1882 required the Secretary of the Navy to provide for 
the inspection by boards of naval officers of all naval vessels upon 
their return from foreign stations and at stated intervals. In the 
course of time n Board of Inspection and Survey was set UJ? to ad­
minister this work and was given the further duty of exami.mng and 
testing all new vessels built lor the Navy, including aircraft. Since 
1920 the Board has been under the supervision of the Chief of Naval 
Operations, and it is listed as tim Inspection Division of that Office. 

The reports and accompanying papers are arranged alphabetically 
by the names of the vessels and are filed in 249 binders. They are of 
interest primlu·ily for tracing the history of a given vessel. Eaclt 
binder contains a table o£ contentst and there is an alphabetical list 
of the vessels inspected. A duphcate set of the reports, similar 
reports and papers of later date, and a card index of the reports 
from 1890 to date are in tim files of the Division in the custody of 
the Chief Clerk of the Office of Naval Operations. 
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NAV.\L OPERATioNs OFFicE. NAVAL INTELLIOENCE DIVISION. Corre­
spondence, confidential reports, and miscellaneous records. 188Z­
1912. 114 feet. Accessions 37 nnd 67. 

The Office of Nnvnl InteJligence was established in 1882 as o. part 
of the Bureau of Navigation, from 1909 to 1915 it was under the 
supervision of the Aide fot· Nan·nl Operations, and since 1915 it has 
been a division of the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. Its 
functions hn.ve included the collection of technical mformntion at 
home n.ncl n.broncl for the use of the Department, cooperation with 
other agencies of the Government in bringing to justice persons en­
gaged in activities against the Government, the direction of nn.vnl 
attaches n.hroad, and, in time of war, the censorship of cables. 

The correspondence, which, with its indexes;.. makes up the bulk 
of the collection, reflects the activities of the uffice. Included are 
~nernl correspondence, 1882-1912, arranged according to n. subject 
classification scheme; press copies of letters to the Secretary or the 
-~ssistant Secretary of the Nnvy, 1886-1905; letters from nn.vnl 
11ttachCs nhron.d, 188Z-1905; instructions to naval attaches, 1891­
1902; and general and special indexes in bound volumes and on 
cards. The confidential reports consist of 15 printed volwnes, 
1885-1908, compiled for the information of naval officials, on such 
subjects ns foreign navies and the tclew-aphic cables of the world. 
Usc of them is restricted. The miscellaneous records include seven 
\'o1umes of memornnda for iuformation and a small collection (1 
foot) of reports of the Board of Inspection of Merchant Ships and 
other data relative to auxiliary ships :for the Navy, 1883-1911. A 
descriptive inventory of the collectiOn has been compiled. 

NAVAL 0PEilATIONS OFFICE. NAVAL INTElLIGENCE DIVISION. NAVAL 
REconus AND LTDRARY OFFICE. Miscellaneous papers, 1903-29. 18 
feet. Accession 58. 

The Office of Naval Records nnd Library serves to some extent 
as 1111 archival agency for tho Department and has the custody of 
some o£ its older records. It also collects and preserves other ma­
terinl relating to the history of the Navy and compiles studies and 
documentnry collections :for publication. The papers transferred 
consist chiefly of duplicate orders, re:ports, bulletins, and other 
data from the files of tho Naval Intelhgcnce Division relating to 
nn.vn.l activities in the World War, 1917- 19. There nrc also a few 
records dealing with naval aviation, 1907-26, including material 
concerning the organization of the Burenu of Aeronautics in 1921, 
and some personal papers of Admirals Ridley McLean and E. W. 
Eberle. The collection is arranged according to n numerical clas­
sification, and a preliminary inventory has been compiled. 

NAVIOATION BunEAu. Ship logbooks of navnl vessels and a few re­
lated journals. 1801- 62. 189 feet. A~cession 19. 

The tusk of collectin" and preserving logbooks of naval vessels 
was performed in a ratfter haphazard fashion by various offices of 
the Department until the estnblislunent in 18G2 of the Bureau of 
Navigation, which took over the task and assumed the custody 
<>f the older collection. This collection, in which there are many 
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gaps, consists of 1,305 bound volumes. At present it is arranged 
alphabetically by the name of the ship and chronologically there­
under, and there is an ttlphabeticnl Jist showi.ng the nwnber of 
volumes for each shipl which ranges from 1 to 20 or more. The logs 
record the name of t te ship, the name of the officer in comrnana, 
the purpose of the voyage, tho position of the vessel, the rate of 
progress, the weather, the depth of the ocean, engagements, courts 
martial, accidents, and other interesting events nnd observations 
both nt sen and on shore. They are of value for establishing and 
verifying specific historical points, and some of them contain varied 
and mteresting observations ; but the details concernin~ important 
events are often disappointingly meager. 


S ee Van Tyne and Leland, Guide, 197. 


NA\'laATION BunEAU. HYDnoonArmc OFFICE. Aerial photographic 
negatives, 1922-30, and miscellaneous records, 1907-29. 221 rolls 
of film and 60 feet of other records. Accessions 36 and 78. 

The Hydrographic Office makes surveys in foreiJ;!l waters and 
on the hi~h seas, collects and disseminntes hydrograJ_)hic and navi­
gational mformation, and prepares and issues pubhcn.tions essen­
tial to navigation. Tho films contain views of the Florida Keys 
and the coasts of Cuba and Venezuela, of lighthouses and seaplane 
anchorages of the Gulf Coast of tho United States, and of land­
ing fields from Washington, D. C., to Norfolk, Va., together with 
mosaic views of Florida and Cuba. They nrc accompanied by a 
detailed list of rolls and 19 geographic index charts. The miscel­
laneous records consist mainly of routine material of little appar­
ent value but include some items of possible interest such ns reports 
on fton.ting obstructions. They are accompanied by an inventory 
and some of them are entered in indexes retained by the Office. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

EDUCATION OFFicE. Correspondence, suryey material, and other rec­
orda, 1870-1933; files of the former Alaska Division, 1883-1922; 
and pnpers of the Advisory Committee on Education by Radio, 
1927-33. 388 feet. Accessions 10 and 71. 

A Department of Education was established as an independent 
office in 1867 to collect and disseminate information on education in 
the United States and abroad and to promote the cause of better 
education in the United States; in 1869 it was given the status of 
a bureau in the Department of the Interior. 

This collection is most miscellaneous in nature and includes files 
from nearly every subdivision of the agency. Records of tbe 
Commissioner's Office (25 feet) include income tete files of press 
copies of outgoing letters, 1870-94, some of whtch are bound and 
indexed· reports on economy n.nd efficiency, 1887-1912; correspond­
ence witi1 Government agencies and private organizations, 1913-21; 
material received from the Federal Board for Vocational Educa­
tion, 1917-31; and papers concerning various international educa­
tional commissions, conferences, and expositions. The survey ma­
terial, consisting of correspondence, mailing lists, questionnaires, 

http:showi.ng
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tabulations, and manuscript reports., includes files of the National 

Survey of the Education of Teacllcrs, 1930-33 (217 feet) and 

partial files of surveys of secondary education, of promotion and 

conservation of child henlth, of engineering education, and of land 

~ant colleges. The results of these surveys were usually dissem­

mated by publications of the Office. The miscellaneous files from ~ 

the various divisions include a scrapbook of clippings of the World 

War Extension Division, data for historical studies of several ac­

tivities of the Office, and material dealing with engineering experi­

ment stations, 11>21- 26. 


In 1885 the Commissioner was made responsible for the education 

of children in Alaska, and the Alaska Division was established to 

superl'ise the work. The duties of the Division were not limited to 

educational mattersi however; its rept·esentatives served us law­

enforcing agents, co lected datiL for different Government agencies 

directed the operation of the reindeer service, and supplied medical 

aid to the natives. In 1905 the education of white children in 

Alaska was put under the direction of the Governor of the Ter­

ritory, and the administration of the reindeer service was similarly 

transferred in 1930. In 1931 the Division, with its remaining func­

tions, was transferred to the Office of Indian Affairs. The records 

of the Division in this collection (12 feet) comprise all those not sent 

to the Indian Office in 1931, and include correspondence and re­

ports, 1883- 89 ; incoming letters nnd reports, 1901-07; correspond­

ence and reports from Alaskan stations, 1909; annual reports of tbe 

reindeer herds ut different stations, 1912-17 (not complete); rec­ ·
~ 
ords of appointments in the Alaska School Service (partial file), 

11>16-21; and several general files of the Division, 1916-22, which 

contain correspondence with and reports of stations, arranged al­
phabetically by name of station. 

The Advisory Committee on Education by Radio was appointed 
by the Secretary of the Interior in 1929, with the Commissioner of 
Education as c'hairmnn, for the purpose of studying "the possi­
bilities of radio as an educational tool." The COmmittee, which 
was privately financed, disbanded at the end of the year, after 
having mnde arrangements to publish its report and to tum over to 
the Commissioner certain of Its files. The Committee records in 
this collection (10 feet) consist of minutes memorandat corre­
spondence, reports, questionnaires, and miscellaneous mnterllll, and 
include papers dated both before and after the period of the ex­
istence of the Committee. A preliminary inventory of the entire 
colJection has been compiled. 

See Darrell H. Smith, Tlte Bureau of Education (BB.ltimore, 
1923); National Survey of tlte Education of TeacherJJ (Education 
Bulleti1111, 1933, no. 10. ·washington, 1932-35. 6 vols.); Report of 
the Advisory Committee on Education by Radio (Columbus, 1930); 
and Van Tyne and Leland, Guide, 226. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE. Outgoing letters, general, 1£108-30; out­
going letters of the former Railroad Division, 1856-91 ; eliSe 
papers of contested entries, 1897-1904; and superseded tract books. 
1,971 feet. Accession 62. 

The General Land Office was established in 1812 as a bureau in 
the Treasury Department to superintend and execute all trans-
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actions concerning public lands. In 1849 it was transferred to 
the new Interior Department. 

The outgoing letters, general (1,793 feet), arc press copies of 
letters from all the divisions of the Office. The file is arranged 
by working days, by divisions within each working day, and 
within each division, by clerks preparing the correspondence; and 
it would be of use for a study of the work of divisiOns or of per­
sons in divisions for a given period. For most purposes, however, 
the case and subject files, which contain duplicates of this mate­
rial and the related incoming correspondence as well would be 
more useful. These files have been retained by the Office as have 
the chronological letter books for earlier years. The outgoin~ 
letters of the former Division F or the Railroad Division (29 feet 
are transcripts in bound volumes, most of which are indexe . 
The letters relate to railroad land ~ants and rights of way. The 
case papers of contested entries 70 feet) were accumulated by 
the former Division G, which ha charge of preemption, desert 
land1 timber culture, town-site, and I?rivate land claims. The 
file IS obviously incomplete but is said to contain all the eliSe 
papers of Division G that have been preserved. The papers con­
sist of such items as declarations of contestants, reJ?lies of claim­
ants, testimony and affidavits, notices of services, copies of motions 
correspondence of contesting claimants or their attorneys, and 
notices of appeal and arguments on appeal. The voluminous tes­
timony often contains much interestin._g information on the condi­
tions of settlement in specific areas. ln general the papers reveal 
the interpretation of the laws and the administrative procedure 
with respect to the mnny classes of lands bundled by the Division. 
The tract books comprise about 300 worn and dilapidated volumes 
of which transcripts have been made for use at the Office. These 
original books, dating from 18207 are not complete for any single 
State or land district and are ch1efty valuable as a source against 
which to check the accuracy of the transcripts, which are not 
verbatim. The complete set of tract books Is preserved in the 
Posting Division of the Land Oflice. Other records relatin£ to 
public lands ure entered in this guide under Public Domain Com­
mittee. 

S ee Milton Conover, The General Land Office (Baltimore, 1923); 
General Land Office, Public Land System of the United States 
(Washington, 1924); and Van Tyne and Leland, Guide, 219-225. 

GEOLOGICAL SunVEY. Records of the Hayden, King, Powell, and 
Wheeler Surveys, and correspondence, reports, and geologists' 
notebooks of the Geological Survey, 1867-1930. 85 feet. Accession 
80. 

The United States Geolo¢cal Survey, established in the Interior 
Department in 1879, acqmred records of four SCJ?n.rate Federal 
Surveys previously operating in the western terntories. These 
were (1) the United States Geolog!cal and Geograrhical Survey 
of the Territories or the Hayden Survey (1867-79)1. which was 
administered first by the General Land Office and atter 1869 di­
rectly by the Secretary of the Interior; (2) the United States 
Geological Exploration of the Fortieth Parallel or the King Survey 

2G118-37-10 
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(1867-77), which wns directed by the Chief of En~ineers of the 
War Department; (3) the United States Geogrnplucal and Geo­
logical Survey of the Rocky Mountain Region or the Powell Sur­
vey (1869-79), which was under the direction of the Smithsonian 
Institution until 1874 and under the Secretary of the Interior 
subsequently; and (4) the United States Geologic11l Surveys 
West of the One Hundredth Meridian or the Wheeler Survey 
(1869-79), which was administered by the Chief of Engineers 
of the War Department.

The reconls of the Hayden Survey ( 5 feet) consist of letters 
received, 1867-79, including letters from lending scientists both in 
America and abroad; incomplete files of accounting recot·ds and 
vouchers; 1md miscellaneous papers ranging from drafts of reports 
and bills to correspondence on the controversy oYer whether the 
\Var Dcpurtment or the Interior Department should ndminister the 
western surveys. The records of the King survey (1 foot) include 
copies of letters and reports to the Chief of Engmeers, 1867-78; 
letters received from the Engineer Corps, the Trmtsury Department, 
and the Public Printer, 1867-79; and six notebooks of S. F. Em­
mons, 11 geologist with the Survey. The records of the Powell 
Survey (3 feet) consist of a file, apparently complete, of letters 
received, 1869-79, and press copies of outgoing letters, 1876-79. 
Of the Wheeler Survey there is only a manuscript "Progress 
Report", which was published in 1874; other records of tltis 
Survey have been kept in the files of the Corps of En,gineers, 1Var 
Department. Records of the Hayden, Powell, and ·wheeler Sur­
veys, chiefly in the form of photogmphic negntives, sketchbooks, 
and drawings, nre also preserved by the Bureau of American I.Ethnology, the National Museum, and the Geological Survey. 

These surveys were not exclusively geological in nature; they in­

cluded on their staffs geographers, topographers, botanists, ethnolo­

B'ists, and other scientists., and the subject matter of their records 

IS correspondingly v1trie<1. Major Powell's interest in ethnology, 

for example, is emphasized in the records of his survey. 


The correspondenL'n of the United States Geological Survey ( 48 
. feet) includes letters received, 1879-1901, together with registers 
of them for the entire period and indexes for the years 1879-89, 
and copies of letters sent, 1879-97, })art of which are indexed. 
Many communications from distinguis 1ed scientists are to be found 
in the letters received. Original monthly reports to the director 
(3 feet) cover the period 1882-90 and reflect m detail the work of 
many famous geologists. The geologists' uotebool<s and sketch­
books (25 feet) date from 1879 to 1930 and relate chiefly to western 
mining regions such ns the Leadville area, Colo., the Butte urea, 
Mont., the Coeur d'Alene nrca, Idaho, the Tintic and Mercur dis­
tricts, Utah, the Bisbee and Globe areas, Ariz., the Goldfield 
district, Nev.~ nnd the Black Hills. A list of the notebooks has 
been compiled. 

These records contain much of interest to the student of the his­
tory of western exploration; they are also valuable for the light 
they cast on early scientific endeavor and on the careers of many 
pioneer scientists. 

See L. F. Schmeckebier, Oatalog1te and /ru]e(IJ of the PublioatiO'M 
of tlte Htr!Jden, Kitng, Pmoell, and lVheeler Surveys (Geological 
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Survey, Bullet-in 222. 'Vashington, 1904); G. P . Merrill, Tlte First 
One Hund1•ed Years of A.me1-ican Geology (New Haven, 1924), ch. 
8; and Institute for Government Research, The United States 
Geological Survey (New York, 1918). 

TEnniTOniES AND IsLAND PosSEssioNs DIVIsioN. Records of the Gov­
ernment of the D1mish West Indies, now the Virgin Islands of the 
United States. 1733-1917. 210 feet. Accession 75, part 1. 

The Danish West Indies, consisting of three main islands-St. 
Thomas, settled by the Danes in 1672, St. John, occupied in 1717, 
and St. Croix, purchased from the French in 1733-and many 
smaller uninhabited islands, were purchased by the United States 
in 1917. Except for a few months m 1801 and for the period 1807­
15, when England held them, these islands remained continuously 
under the rule of Denmark until the United States took possession 
of them. Government archives relating "to the cession or the rights 
and property of the inhabitants of the Islands ceded" were specifi­
cally transferred to the custody of the United States by the treaty 
of cession. The islands were under the jurisdiction of the Navy 
Department unti11931, when they were transferred to the Interior 
Department. 

The records in this collection comprise the first shipment of 
island records to the United States. They arc usually written in 
Danish, though some are in English and Dutch, and they are prin­
cipally from St. Croix. Since this island was long the headquar­
ters of the Danish Governor, its archival collection is espectally 
rich and includes material from both St. Thomas and St. John. 
Among the more significant files are the orders of the Danish Gov­
ernors, 1733-1862, some of which are the authority for local ordi­
nances today; Danish customs Jaws and regulations, 1760-1917, 
which to a considerable degree still prevail; uccount books of the 
English occupation, 1809-11; press copybooks of outgoin~ letters 
of the Government, 1905-17; and "recording protocols' of St. 
Croix, 1771- 1818. These protocols are oflicial copies of public no­
tices, mortgages, contracts, petitions, and the like. A preliminary 
inventory of the collection has been compiled. 

In addition to records still in the Virgin Islands, related collec­
tions arc preserved in Denmark in the Danish State Archives 
(Rigsarkivet) and in the Danish provincial archives (Landsar­
kivet ), to which they were transfe1·red from the islands in 1898 
and in 1919. Other records of the islands are to be found in the 
Bancroft Library at the University of California, and the Library 
of Congress has transcripts of documents )relating to the Danish 
West Indies, 1653-1790, which were made from records in the 
Danish archives nncl other depositories. 

See Waldemar Westergaard, The Danislt lVest Indies (New 
York, 1917), 263-268; Kay Larsen, Dansk V eatindien (Copenhagen, 
1928); Samuel F. Bemis and Grace G. Griffin, Guide to tlte Diplo­
matic History of the United Statea (Washington, 1935)! 366-369, 
844, 932-33; and the "Indberetning om Landsarkivar Saxtlds Rejse 
til de tidligere dnnsk-vestindiske oer 1919"-a typewritten report, 
of which a photostatic copy is in the library of The N atlonal 
Archives. 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

AoRIOULTUltAL ENOINEEJUNG BUREAU. Correspondence and other 
records. 1898--1931. 258 feet. Accessions 6 and 25. 

The Office of Experiment Stations began irrigation investigations 
in 1898 nnd drainage investigations in 1902. In 1915 these and 
other engineerin~ nctivities of the Department were transferred to 
the Office of Pnbhc Roads and Rural Engineerin~, which became the 
Bureau of Public Roads in 1.918; ancl a Diviston of Agricultural 
Engineering was set up in the Bureau in 1920. This Division 
became the Bureau of Agricultural Engineering: in 1931. 

The hulk of the collection consists of a classified file of material, 
including correspondence, reportst and research data, concernin~ 
irrigation, drninn~e, and rural engmeering investigations and prOJ­
ects for the pcrioa1915-31 {190 feet). This file is accompanied by 
a card index, and u list of the headings used in the classification has 
been compiled. Most of the remainder of the material pertains to 
irrigation and drainage investigations, 1898--1928, but there are 
small files of questionnait·es on tho farm-implement industry

1 
1917, 

on farm mnclunery in Pennsylvania, 1927; and on road nnd IJridge 
bonds, 1010-12, and o. file of applications !or licenses for the manu­
facture and sale of fnrm machinery under the Food Control Act, 
1917-18. 

See W. Stull Holt, Tlte Bureau, of Public Roads (Baltimore 
1923), 38-40, 51-55, 57, 64, and Public Roads Bureau, Reports of 
the Ohief, 1915-31. 

ANnuL !:Nnusmr BuREAU. }fEAT INSPECTION DIVIsiON. Quarterly 
reports of the field service. 1923-30. 2 feet. Accession 13. 

Reports by establishments on shipments of meat and meat.-food 
products intEmded for interstate and foreign commerce. 

See Fred W. Powell, The Bureau of Animal lnduat'rlj (Bulti­
more, 1927), 3~7, 42. 

ExTENSION SEitVICE. MOTioN P!C'rmu:s OFFICE. Motion-picture and 
sound films. 1913-34. 157 units. Accessions 30 and 32. 
Amon~ the subjects portrayed are weather, wildlife, forests, live­

stock, soil, crops, highways, pests, club work, and successive Presi­
dents and their Secretaries of Agriculture. The films, only a part 
of which carry sound, were used in educational programs. 

PERso:SNFL AND BusiNESS An~llNISTRATION OFFICE. OPERATION DIVI­
SION. Correspondence. 1906-22. 4 feet. Accession 13. 

Concerning permission granted employees to perform outside 
work. 

PLANT INDUSTRY BUREAu. Dnuo AND RELATED PLANTS DIVIsioN. 
Correspondence and records cards. 1916-21. 6 feet. Accession 74. 

Concerned with the production of camphor nnd the culture of 
castor-oil plants. 
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WEATHER BunEAu. Meteorologicn.l records. 1832, 1849-1934. 1,527 
feet. Accession 22. 

Meteorological data was collected by the Smithsonian Institution 
and other agencies of the Government prior to tho establishment 
in 1870 of a weather service as one of the functions of the Signu.l 
Service, later the Signal Corps, of the Army. Meteorological rec­
ords accumulated by other agencies were turned over to the Signal 
Service in 1873. Marino meteorological work 'vus transferred from 
the Signal Service to the Hydrographic Office of tho Navy Depart­
ment in 1887. The Weather Bureau, established in the Agriculture 
Department in 1891, immediately took over the meteorological ac­
tivities and records of the Si~al Corps, but marino meteorological 
work was not transferred to It from the Hydrographic Office until 
1904. 

The collection, approximately 8,000 volumes, consists in the main 
of records of the Signal Service, the Hydrographic Office, and the 
Weather Bureau itself. It includes n few volumes of data collected 
prior to the establishment of the weather service in 1870, but most 
of the earlier records have been retained by the Weather Bureau. 
The Signal Service records consist chiefly of anemometer data 
abstracts of daily ~ournals, inspection reports, and international 
weather reports. 'Ihe Hydrographic Office records consist mainly 
of marine meteorolo&icnl journals. The Weather Bure1~u records 
are from the Aerological, Climate nnd Crop Weather, Instruments, 
and Marine Divisions. The Aerologicttl Division records consist 
mainly of pilot balloon duta sheets; the Climnt I and Crop W cnther 
Division records, of wind, rain, and sunshine data, barograph read. 
in~, thermograph tracings, and daily journals; the Instruments 
D1vi!rion records of annual recapitulations of certain barometrio 
readings at weati1er stations ; and the Marine Division records, of 
journals of ocean-going ships. A preliminary inventory of the 
collection has been com~iled. 

See Cleveland Abbe, 'The Meteorological Work of the U. S. Sig­
nal Service", in Weather Bureau, Bulletin 11, part 21 p. 232-285 
{1894); Gustavus A. Weber, TILe lVeatlter Bureau. ~New York, 
1922); E. B. Calvert, Tlte Weather Bureau (Agriculture Depart­
ment, Mi8cellaneous Publication 114. Washington, 1931); and 
Weather Bureau, .Annual Reports of tlte Oltief, 1891- 1934. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMUERCE 

CENsus BUREAu. AGRICULTURE DIVISION. General farm schedules 
for the following censuses of agriculture: 1920 ( 4 feet) ; 1925 
(2,306 feet); and 1930 (3,256 feet). Accessions 24, 56, n.nd 63. 

The first cens us in 1790 and subsequent decennial censuses hav~ 
been taken under the successive supervision of the Departments of 
State, Interior, Commerce and Labor, and Commerce. Questions 
regarding agriculture first appeared on the schedules for the 1840 
census and have formed a part of every decennial census thereafter. 
To provide even more current statistics the first mid-decennial 
census of agriculture was taken in 1925. The Agriculture Division 
dates from the establishment of a permanent census bureau in the 
Department of the Interior in 1902. 
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These records are the original schedules made by the enumera­
tors. The 1925 and 1930 schedules, which are all but complete, con­
tain detailed information on practically every farm in the United 
States on such subjects as tenure, acreage, values, debts, expenses, 
population, and crops. There are 158 separate questions on the 
1925 schedules and 2::13 questions on those for 1930. The sched­
ules are armnged by States, by counties within each State, and by 
minor civil divisions within each county. The original order in 
which each farm home was visited by the enumerator is retained. 
Use of these records is restricted. 

The schedules for the census of agriculture in 1935 are still in 
the possession of the Census Bureau, as are also those for 1840. 
The ngricultural schedules for 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 have been 
distributed to societies and libraries throughout the country; those 
for 1890 haYe disappeared; and those for 1000, 1910, and all but a 
few folios for 1920 have been destroyed. 

Statistics based on these records can be found in the followin~ 
publications of the Census Bureau: FoU7·teenth Oensus, 19£0, Agrt­
cultw·e (3 vols.); OensWJ of Agriculture, 19£5 (3 pts.); and Fif­
teentlt Oensus, 1930, Agriculture (4 vols.). See also Willinm S. 
Holt, Tlte B-uremt of the OeMWJ (Washington, 1929), 106-109, 
123-125; Social Science Research Council, Tile Oenslts of Agricul­
ture (Bulletin 40. New York, 1937); and John D. Black and R. H. 
Allen, "The Counting of Farms in the United States" and discus­
sion, in the Journal of the American Statistical Association, 32: 
439--470 (Sept. 1937). 

CoAST AND GEoDETIC SURVEY. Observationst computations, instru­
ment readings, and field notes. 1817-1934. 1,425 feet, Accessions 
18 and 41. 

The United States Coast and Geodetic Survey was established in 
1807 as the HSurvey of the Canst" under the Trensm·y Department. 
Its continuous existence, however, dates from its reestablishment in 
that Department in 1832, where it remained until 1903, aside from 
the years 1834-36, during which it was supervised by the Navy 
Department. The Survey was given its r.resent name in 1878 in 
recognition of its geodetic activities, and 1t was transferred to the 
Department of Commerce and Labor in 1903. Seismographic work 
of the Weather Dureuu was taken over by the Survey m 1925. 

Primarily the records are technical and scientific in nature. They 
include data collected in the various States, territories, and de­
pendencies, and occasionally in foreign countries ns well. In many 
cases the records constitute the only authentic source from which 
can be deduced natural or artificial changes in the physical condi­
tion of the area surveyed, and from them there has been drawn off 
and published from time to time information required for geneml 
use. The mnterial is usually bound in volumes, and it is accom­
panied by a list of the series in the col1ection. 

The astronomical records (1833-1930) include azimuth, time, and 
latitude obse1•vations, time computations, and miscellaneous data. 
The material on hypsometry or preciSe leveling (1833-1934) com­
prises desc1·iptions of bench marks, spirit level observations, ver­
ticnl measures, and rod books. Accumte descriptions of 
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triangulation monuments, reconnaissance notes regarding territory 
through which the surveys were to pass1 observations of horizontal 
angles and directions, and traverse and t>nse line measurements and 
computations make up the data on triangulation (1817-1934). The 
other records in the collection include magnetic observations made 
at observatories and field stations on land (1830-1928 ) ; gravity 
observations (1874-1921); marigrams or t ide rolls (1832-1934); 
depth soundin~ records (1838- 99); and smoked-paper seismo­
gmph records (1903-30) . 

S ee Gustavus A. Weber, Tlte Ooa.qt and Geodetio Survey (Balti­
more, 1923) ; and the following publications of the Survey: Tl~RA 
United Statell Ooast a:nd Geodetic Survey (rev. ed., w·ashington, 
1929); List and Catalogue of PublicatioM (Washington, 1908); 
Oat.alog of Nautical and Aeronautical Oltarts1 Ooa..~t Pilots , T ide. 
Tables, Ourrent Tables, Tidal 0w'1'ent Oharts \Washington, 1936); 
and Annual Reports, 1816-1932 (last printed) . -

FISHEIIIEs B onEAu. Gencrttl correspondence , 1860--1906, tinily record 
of important events, 1878-87, and logbooks, 1886-93. 258 feet. 
Accession 17. 

The Fish and Fisheries Commission, the predecessor of this 
Bureau was established us an independent agency in 1871 to inves­
ti~ate tfm extent, causes, and prevention of the decline in American 
fisheries. Subsequently the Commission undertook the pro.Pagation 
of food fish~ the collection of statistics of the fisheries mdustry, 
and the stuuy of commercial fishery methods and fish utilization. 
In 1903 the Commission became the Bureau of Fisheries in the new 
Department of Commerce and Labor, nll(l in 1905 administration 
and enforcement of the laws governing Alaskan salmon fisheries 
was assigned to the Bureau from the Alaskan Fisheries Division. 

The bulk of the collection is made up of unbound letters received, 
1869- 1900 (135 feet), which include some material addressed to 
S. F. Baird before he became the first Commissioner, and of press
copy books of letters sent 1871- 1906 (75 feet). In genera the 
correspondence is arranged in approximately chronolo~ical order. 
Registers (110 vols.) list the letters and summarize thetr contents, 
a~d index~, usually to the authors of the correspondence, are to 
be found in most of the press copy books and regi sters and in 
54 separate volumes. For the most part the correspondence deals 
with the administrative development and growth of the Commis­
sion and the Bureau, but among the copies of letters sent are small 
files of personal or confidential letters that have special interest. 
These relate to such subjects as personnel controversies within the 
Commission, Congressional investigations of the Commission, the 
proposed transfer of the Commission to the Department of A~­
culture, developments in connection with sealing in the Pribtlof 
Islands, and the regulation of salmon fishing in Alaskan waters. 
The dmly record of important events in the Commissioner's Office 
fills two volumes\ one of which is indexed. The logbooks, 16 in 
number, deal witll scientific expeditons made along the .Atlantic 
Coast by the Commission 's vessels Grampus and Fish Hawk. A 
preliminary inventory of this entire collection has been compiled. 
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See Fisheries Bureau, Oorue1"Vation 1Vorl~ of tiLe BU1·eau of 

Fisheries (1935) 1 and Annual ReportB of the Commission, 1871­
1903, and of the Bureau, 1904--0G. 

FoREIGN AND Do?tlESTio Co)lMEnCE BUREAU. FonEtoN TRADE STATISTICS 
DrYtSION. Blotters of imports for immediate consumption, 1923-30, 
and of withdrawals from bonded warehouses for consumption, 
1922-30. 69 feet. Accession 26. 

These records, which were received from the New York office of 
the Division, are bound in 464 volumes and giYe, by means of a 
numerical codel.. information regarding imports receiYed throughout 
the country. l{ecords of this class before 1922 ho.Ye been destroyed 
and those after 1930 are still in New York. Monthly and annual 
tabulations of statistics drawn from these records have been 
published.

S ee Laurence F. Schmeckebier and Gustavus A. Weber, The Bu­
reau of Foreign and Domestic Oommerce (Baltimore, 1924), p. 62­
67, 86; and these publications of the Bureau ; Foreign Oommerce 
and Navigation of the Uni ted States, 1922-30, and ilfonthly Sum­
mary of the Foreign Oommerce of the United States, 1922-30. 

LimiTIIOUSE BUREAu. Correspondence and other records of tl1e 
former Lil!'hthouse Board, 1833-1910, and copies of letters sent from 
its 12th district office (San Francisco), 1855-59. 558 feet. Acces­
sions 21 and 65. 

The maintenance of lighthouses was assumed by the Federal Gov­
ernment in 1789, nnd this function wns performed by officials in the 
Treasury Department until1852, when the United States Lit;hthouse 
Board was orgunized with the Secretary of the Treasury us 1ts presi­
dent. The Boalrd was transferred to the Department of Commerce 
and Labor in 19031 and in 1910 it was superseded by the present 
Bureau of Lighthouses. 

'11le collectiOn contains all extant records of the Lighthouse Board, 
1852-1910, except its formal minutes and certain personnel files. 
The Bureau hns retained these, together with all lighthouse records 
after 1910 and those for the period 1789-1852, except 6 Yolumes of 
incoming letters, 1833-~2, which are included in this collection. 
Many ol the yolumes transferred are badly charred and there are 
gaps in some of tho series as the result of a fire in 1921. The corre· 
spondence is chiefly with the inspectors, engineers, and superin­
tendents of lights of the 1G li~hthouse districts tl1en existing (1,248 
vols.), but there n.re nlso important files of correspondence witl1 mem­
bers of Congress (5 vols.), Government officials (259 vols.), and 
private indiViduals and firms (124 vols.). Most of the volumes of 
correspondence are indexed individually and the incoming letters, 
1853-1910, n.re indexed on 700,000 slips, which give a synopsis of 
each docwnent nnd arc nlphabetized by subject. Other records of 
importance include the rough minutes of tho Board, 1852-97 (12 
vols.); committee reports to the Board, 1875-1900 (8 vols.); notifica· 
tions of appointments, 1888-1907 (11 vols.); and a few account 
boolcs. The material from San Francisco consists of letter-press 
copies (7 vols.) of communications to the Board in Washington, to 
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Government officials within the 12th district and elsewhere, and lo 
private individuals. A preliminary inventory of the entire collec­
tion has been prepared. 

Aside from the light they shed on the administration of the Light­
house Service and the technical advances made by it, the records arc 
important for the dnto they: contni.n regarding wages , prices of 
materials, and maritime conditions in the areas where lighthouses 
were located. Accounts are also to be found of attacks on light­
houses nnd lighthouse keepers in certain areas during the Civil Wnr. 

S ee George Weiss, The Lighthouse Se1"1Jioe (Baltimore, 1926), and 
John S. Conway, The United States Lighthouse SeMJice (Wash­
ington, 1923) . 

MAroNE INSPECTION AND NAVIGATION BUREAU. (1) Records of the 
fo rmer Bureau of Navigation, 1789-1931, including marine docu­
ments and registers, correspondence, and accounting and miscel­
laneous records. 1,310 feet. Accessions 52, 70. (2) Records of 
the former Steamboat-Inspection Service, 1852-1932, including out­
going letters, registers of letters received, and other records. 56 
feet. Accession 70. .. 

(1) Navigation laws were passed by the first Congress in 1789 
and were enforced by customs officials under the supervision of the 
Treasury Depnrtment and the circuit courts. Not until 1872 were 
any special officers appointed to assist in this work. In 1884, in 
order to concentrate responsibility for the administration of such 
laws, the Burenu of Navigation was created in the Treasury Depart­
ment. Although the Bureau was transferred to the Department of 
Commerce and Labor in 19031 the customs officers of the Treasury 
continued to serve as n. part of its field force. The Bureau was con­
solidated with the Steamboat-Inspection Service in 1932 to form 
the Bureau of Navigation and Steamboat Inspection, which, in 
1936, became t he Bureau of Marine Insyection and Navigation. 

The murine documents, 1815-1916 (1,060 feet, mostly unbound) 
include copies und original certificates of registry, enrollment, and 
license, usually for ships not now in service. They are arranged 
geographically by ports for the early years, and the later documents 
are filed according to certificate numbers. Each certificate contains 
information as to the owner and master of the vessel, the date and 
place of building, the dimensions, the home port, and the reason 
for the surrender of the original document if this had occurred. 
These marine documents are the best nnd in most cases the only 
available source of information l'egnrding individual ships. Regis­
ters of marine documents, an·anged chronologically by .Ports of 
issue, supplement the documents and contain some of the mforma­
tion found in the documents themselves. Three main sets of these 
exist: Records of certificates of registry issued, 1815-1912 (37 vols.); 
records of certificates of enrollment issued, 1815-1911 (89 vols.); 
and records of licenses issued, 1875-1912 (39 vols.). In addition, 
there are transcripts of records of certificates of registry issued in 
New York and Boston, 1789-1808 ( 2 vols.) . 

The correspondence, which includes all extant early files of the 
Bureau, dates from 1814 to 1907, and, while the collection is not 
comi>lete, it is nearly so after 1884. The letters sent (152 press copy 
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books and 114 letter books which overlap to some extent) are 
chronologically arranged and, with the exception of one volume for 
the years 1814-28, cover the period 1866-1907. Indexes are usually 
to be found in the volumes, but there is no general index. The 
letters 1·eceived (173 feet)t which are unbouna and arranged ac­
cording to a numerical scheme, begin in 1884 and run to 1006 · 
"dockets" (44 vols.) list most of tlie letters and papers received 
during this period, summarize their contents, and note any nction 
taken, and are themselves indexed (36 vols.) . Lists of incoming 
letters and papers relating to fines, penalties, and forfeitures, 
1852-76, form a seP.arate file (16 vols.), but the original documents 
nrc missing. "Wlule much of the material relates to the routine 
administration of the Bureau, many of the items throw li~ht on 
questions of importance to the historian and the social sc1entist. 
For instnncet for the period 1895-96 many letters are found re­
lnting to Cuban filibustering, and similarly many of the letters 
in the 1880's deal with the negotiation of a new fisheries treaty with 
Great Britain. 

The accounting records (9 vols.) are for the years 1924-31. 
Miscellaneous records (100 vols.) range all the wo.y from an un­
dated scrapbook to n 20-volume register of merchant vessels, 1850­
90, which served as a basis for lists published aftet• 1866. In­
cluded are records of vessels built, 1843-1926 (19 vols.); of official 
numbers and signal letters assigned 1869-1925 (13 vols.); and of 
statistics on tonnage taxes (14 vols.}. There are also several vol· 
umes of transcripts relating to clearances and tonnage, 1789-1815. 

Early marine records accumulated by the Treasury Department 
are believed to have been destroyed by fire in 1814. Duplicates 
of many of them had been retained in the customhouses, n.nd some 
of these called in by the Treasury Department in 1885 for use in 
connection with the French spoliation claims are listed in this 
guide under the Customs Service. The transcripts noted ubove 
nppear to have been mnde from some of these records. Many of 
the records for the period 1815 to 1870 were badly damaged by 
fire in 1921. A tentative inventory of the collection has been 
compiled. 

See Lloyd M. Short, The Btt1'eau of Navigation (Baltimore, 
1923), and Van Tyne and Leland, Guide, 233. 

(2) Congress, in 1838, provided for inspection of hulls and 
boilers of ships by local inspectors appointed by United States 
distt·ict court judges n.nd for certain mmimum standards regard­
ing life-saving and fire-fig!tting equipment. By tl1e Steamboat 
Act of 1852 the Steamboat~Inspection Ser\'ice was formally estab· 
lished and placed under nine supervising inspectors, who in turn 
"·et·e indirectly responsible to the Secretary of the Treasury. A 
Supervising Inspector General for the Service n.nd direct account­
ability to the Treasury Department were provided by an act in 
1871. In 1903 the Service was transferred to tho Department of 
Commerce and Labor, and, as noted above, it was consolidated 
with the Bureau of Navigation in 1932. 

The collection transferred comprises all the older records of 
the Service lrnown to be in existence. Letter press copy books 
(182 vols.) and a few letter books (21 vols.) contain letters sent 
for the period 1852-1911, though there are some gaps in the 
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file. The letters received prior to 1905 have apparently been lost 
or destroyed and those after 1905 are still in the possession o~ 
the Bureau, but for the years 1869-1007 there are registers of 
})apers and letters received (114 vols.), which contain infonnation 
as to their contents and the action taken. The letters sent, most 
of which are indexed in the volumes themselves or in a few sep· 
arate volumes, and the registers reflect the expanding activities 
of the Service in inspecting vessels, licensing officers, certifying 
members of the crew, and administering the laws and regulations 
for the protection of life and property at sea. Other items that 
show the development of the Service are proceedings of the Board 
of Supervising Inspectors, 1869- 190! (9 ' 'ols.), a file that has been 
printed in part; reports of the Supervising Inspector General on 
law violations, 1884-1905 (12 vols.); reports by local and super­
vising inspectors 1880-87 ( 5 vols.) ; and papers regarding licenses 
1861-1912 (16 vols.). The collection likewise includes financial 
and property records, 1867- 1930 (46 vols.) ; appointments, com­
plaints, and other personnel records, 1"852-1932 (27 vols.)i· records 
of inspections of vessels and equipment7 1871- 1917 (24 vo s.); nod 
miscellaneous files (35 vols.). A tentative inventory of the collec­
tion has been comptled. 

See Lloyd M. Short, The Steamboat-/n.,pcction S ervice {New 
York, 1922), and ynn Tyne and Lelnnd, Guide, 234. 

DEP.ART.l\IENT OF LABOR 

WAR LADon ADMINISTRATION, Cnse pnpers, transcripts of hearings, 
correspondence, and other records of the National War Labor 
Board, together with a few records of the War Labor Policies 
Board and of the United States Housing Corporation. 1918-19. 
153 feet. Accession 3. 

The Secretary of Labor was appointed War Labor Adminis­
trator by the President on January 4, 1918, and Con~ress made 
funds available for the Administration in the appropnations for 
the Depnrtment of Labor. The National 'Var Labor Board, com­
posed of representatives of labor, of employers, and of the general 
public, was appoiuted by the Secretary on Mnrch 29, 1918; and on 
April 8 this action was confirmed by the President. The func­
tions of the Board were to adjust by mediation and conciliation 
labor controversies that might mterfere with the effective conduct 
of the war. No appropriations were available after June 30, 1919, 
tmd the Board held its final meeting on August 12, 1919. An 
Executive order of .May 5, 1920, directed the Council of National 
Defense "to tttke over the l'Ccords" of the Board, and one of April 
21, 1021, directed tho ·wu.r Department to tn.ke them over; but 
npparently neither of these orders wns carried out for another of 
Mny 17, 1921, "ordered that the records ... be retained in their 
present location in the Depnrtment of Labor." 

The War Labor Policies Bonrd was created by the 1Vnr Labor 
Administrator on May 13, 1918, to harmonize the labor 4>olicies 
of Government a~nctcs nnd was composed of representatives of 
the agencies. It also had studies made of war-time labor condi­
tions nt home and abroad and of problems of l'Cconstruction from 
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a labor-policy point of view. The Board was discontinued in 
March 1919, and its records are said to have been transferred, for 
the most ;part, to the War Department. Some of tl1em, however, 
were received by The National Archives from the Labor Depart­
ment along with the records of the War Lnbor Board. The United 
States Housing Corporation, established July 9, 1918, took over all 
but a few minor duties of the Bureau of Industrial Housing and 
Transportation, which had been established in the Labor Depart­
ment m February 1918 to enable the War Labor Administrator to 
provide housing and other facilities for laborers in industries essen­
tial for the natiOnal defense. The Corporation remained an agency 
of the Labor Department until June 24, 1937, when it was trans­
ferred by Executive order to the Procurement Division of the 
Treasury Department. 

The records of the 'Var Labor Board {136 feet) relate in the 
main to 1,155 specific cases, and consist of correspondence, com­
plaints, ex1tminer's reports1 hearings, proceedings1 and findings and 
awards. There are also mmutes of executive sessiOns of the Bmnd, 
personnel records, general and special files of correspondence, clip­
pings, n docket book, and a card index to the papers. The findings 
and awards were published, but the collection contains much un­
published materinl and should be of value to students of labor prob­
lems and of the relntion of the Government to such problems. It 
throws light also on the careers of distinguished mdustrialists, 
economists, labor-union officials, and other public men who served 
on the Board, nmong whom were 'Villiatn H. '!'aft, Frank P. 
Walsh, William Hutcheson, Victor Olander, J. F. Loree, Matthew 
Woll, ,V, Jett Lauck, and F. C. Hood. A few miscellaneous papers 
of the Board are still in the possession of the Labor Dep1trtment. 

The records of the W nr Labor Policies Board ( 4 feet) consist 
of a ~eneral correspondence and information file. Those of the 
Housmg Corporntion (13 feet) include blue prints and photo­
graphs of construction r,rojects, specifications, progress chttrts, and 
a general information file. 

A :r.reliminary descriptive inventory of the collection has been 
compiled. Other records dealing with governmental activities in 
labor disputes are described in this gmde under National Labor 
Relations Board) National Mediation Board, and Ntttional Recov­
ery Administrntwn. 

See Labor Statistics Bureau, National War Labor Board (Bul­
letin 287. Washington, 1922); Labor Department, Reports, 1918­
20; Waldo G. Lelnnd and Newton D. :Mereness, Intl·oduction to tlte 
American Official Sources for tlw Economic and Social History 
of th o World W ar (New Haven, 1926), 227, 240-24!); and Super­
intendent of Documents, Document Oatalog, 14: 1688-1G03, 2578. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

WAsHINGTON NATIONAL MoNUMENT SoCIETY. Records, including rec­
ords of the Joint Commission for the Completion of the Washing­
ton Monument. 1833-95. 15 feet. Accession 53. 

The Society was organized by citizens of Washington in 1833 and 
was authorized by Congress in 1848 to erect a monument to George 
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Washington upon public grounds. The task was begun by the So­
ciety, but in 1876 it was transferred to the Joint Commission, n. 
body created by Congress, which completed the Monument and in 
1888 was dissolved. The Society continued in existence and still 
:functions in a cooperative and advisory capacity. The records of 
the Commission were turned over to the Society when the Commis­
sion was dissolved and the Society stored them along with its own 
records in n building on the Monument Grounds. In 1901 a part 
of the records was deposited with the Library of Congress for safe­
keeping. In 1931 these records and those that had remained in the 
custody of the Society were transferred to the custody of the Office 
of Public Buildings and Public Parks of the Nat10nnl Capital, 
from which Office they were inherited by the National Park Serv­
ice, Department of the Interior. 

The records include minutes, correspondence, registers of contri­
butions, accounts, photographs, plans, drawin~, and newspaper 
clippings. They reflect not only the history ot the campaign for 
:funds, mvolving contributions from Masonic lodges, school chil­
dren, and many other groups and individuals; and the history of 
the construction of the Monument, which may well be of interest to 
architects and engineers; but also aspects of social and political 
history, such as the Know-Nothing movement and a controversy 
over the "Pope's Stone." Light is thrown on the interests and activ­
ities of prominent men, such as J olm Marshall and James Madi­
son, the first and second presidents of the Society, respectively; and 
the registers are filled with signatures of contributors. No detailed 
inventory of or index to the collection is available, but there are 
lists of the part of the records of the Society that was in the pos­
session of the Library of Congress, and some of the letter press 
copy books and account books are indexed. Another collection of 
records relating to the construction and maintenance of the Monu­
ment is in the custody of the National Park Service, and the rec­
ords of the Society since 1895 are in the custody of its secretary. 
The Manuscript Division of the Library of Congress has a volume 
of minutes of the Commission, 1884.-85, in the Toner Collection, 
and "books and papers of the treasurers" of tthe Society, in the 
Thornton PaJ?ers. 

S ee Frederick L. Harvey, Hiatory of the Waahington NationaZ 
Monument and Waahington National Monument Society (Wash­
ington, 1903; Reports of the Joint Commission, 1877-87; Library 
of Congress, Handbook of Manuscripts, 421, 515; and Van Tyne 
and Leland, Guide, 274, 291. 

PlmsmENT's CoM~IIBSION ON EcoNOMY AND EFFICIENCY. Records, in­
cluding records of the Joint Commission on Government Establish­
ments at the National Capital (Dockery-Cockerell Commission) 
and the Committee on Department Methods (Keep Committee). 
1893-1913. 123 feet. .Accession 68. 

The Dockery-Cockerell Commission, consisting of members of the 
Senate appointed by the President of the Senate and of members of 
the House appointed by the Speaker, was establisl1ed in 1893 to in­
vestigate the executive departments and other Government estab­
lishnients and to suggest legislation "to secure greater efficiency and 
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economy." The Commission employed experts, assembled data, and 
submitted 29 reports to the Fifty.third Congress. These reports 
were published, and some of them led to important legislation. 
The Commission expired on March 4

2 
1895. 

The Keep Committee was apJlotnted by Pt'Csident Theodore 
Roosevelt in 1905 "to investigate t te business methods nnd prnctice 
of the Executive Departments and to report plans for their im. 
provement." The committee functioned uutil1909, largely through 
assistant committees; it assembled considerable data; and it sub­
mitted to the President 18 reports, which were printed. 

The President's Commission on Economy and Efficiency, author­
ized by Congress and appointed by President Taft in 1910, made 
"the most comprehensive and systematic investigation that lms evet• 
been made of the administrative branch of the national govern. 
ment." Experts were employed, cooperating committees were set 
up in the departments and independent estublislunents, and a mass 
of studies, bibliographies, statements, and data, includin~ records 
of the Dockery·Cockerell Commission and the Keep Committee, was 
assembled. Twelve reports of the Commission, submitted to Con· 
gress by the President, were published ns Congressional documents, 
and the results of some of its investigations were published as circu­
lars; but a considerable part of its studies were still in manuscript or 
incomplete when the Commission expired on June 30, 1913. 

The records of the President's Commission were acquired by the 
Division of Efficiency, which wns set up under the Civil Service 
Commission in 19111 and became an independent estnblishment 
entitled the Bm'Cnu of Efficiency in 1916. In 1933 this Bureau was 
1tbolished by net of Congt·ess, und its records, together with those 
of the President's Commission, passed into the custody of the 
Burenu of the Budget. The records of the Bureau of Efficiency 
have been t'Ctained by the Bureau of the Budget. 

The collection tmnsfm·red consists of nll the records of the Presi· 
dent's Commission known to be extant and relntes to such matters as 
the history, organization, and operation of the agencies of the GoY· 
ernment and problems of personnel, budget making, and business 
procedure. It should be of considerable value to students of the. 
history of the Federal Government and of governmental orguniza. 
tion and administration. A 178·page index to the files as they were 
arranged in June 1913 accompanies the collection, and a "Classifi. 
cation Scheme" has been completed and is available in typewritten 
form. 

See. Gustavus A. '~e~er, 0,1•ga1.lized Effo~tsjor the lmJH'OVt! ment 
of 11/etlwd.R of Adnunuttmtw11i m tl1e Umte States (New York, 
1919), ch. 2. 

UNITED STATES Foon An:mNISrnATION. Records, togethe1• with the 
records of the Gmin Corporation, the Sugar Equalization Board, 
and the Wheat Director. 1917- 30. 22,000 feet. Accession 4. 

In May 1917, shortly after the entrance of the United States in 
the 'World 'Vnr, the Pt·esident authorized Herbert Hoover to 
initinte an organization for food conser,rution in unticipation of 
the passage of a food and fuel control uct. Such an net was 
upproved on August 10, 1917; and, by an Executive ordet· of the 
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same date the Food Administration was officially created, with Mr. 
Hoovet· a~ Administrator. The purposes of the a~ncy were to 
assure the supply and distribution of foods, to facilitate their 
movement, to prevent monopolies and hoarding, and to maintain 
govm·nmental control of foods by means of voluntary agreements 
and a licensing system. The centrnl agency in ·washington was 
administered through some 40 divisions; brnnch admim stmtions 
were set up in every State, Alnska, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the 
District of ColumbiiL; and there were also county and city ndminis· 
trations. 

The li'ood Administrntion Grnin Corporation was established by 
the Food Administrator as a Delawat·e cot•poration under authority 
of an Executive order of August 14, 1917, to regulate the ~:,rrain 
trade by buying, selling, and storing grnin and cereal products and 
in cooperation with the \Vnr Trude Bottrd, controlling exports unci 
imports of gt·1Lin and cereal products. Its main office, divided into 
more than 20 departments, was in New York City, 1md it main· 
tained field agencies in the 14 zones into which the country was 
divided. The Milling Division of the Food Administration also 
had its main of6ce in New York until July 1, 1018; and it operated
through field ugencies in 9 geogt·aphic areas. The Sugar Equaliza· 
tion Board wns estublished by the Food Administrator us a Delu. 
ware corpot•ation on July 11, 1918, to equalize the price of various 
sugars and to regulate their distribution umong the nations. It 
utilized the licensing powers of the Food Administmtor and 
cooperated with the "rur Tmde Board in controlling exports and 
imports. 

After the armistice of November 11, 1918, the activities of the 
Food Administration were devoted in considerable part to the 
relief of Europe. The extensive und complicated organization wns 
by degt'Ces dismtmtled. In December 1918, the Stnte and local food 
ailministrntions were directed to wind up their affairs and to ship 
their records to the central office. !An Executive order of :May 14, 
1919, provided for a Wheat Director to take over certain of the 
functions of the Food Administration, including the ndministrution 
of the Grain Corporation, the name of which wns changed at the 
end of the fiscal year to the United States Grain Corporation. Ju. 
lius H. Barnes, Chief of the Cereal Division of the Food Administrn· 
tion and President of the Grain Corporation, was appointed 'Wheat 
Directot•. By a proclamation of November 21, 1919, the President 
authorized Barnes, ns Chief of the Cereal Division, to exercise the 
authority previously vested in the Food Administrator so far us 
it ap{llied to wheat und wheat products and transferred to him "all 
remaming records" of the Food Administration. AU other powers 
of the Food Administrator were transferred to the Attorney Gen· 
eral. The bulk of the records of the Grain Corporntion were us­
sembled in Washington during 1920. 

All remaining branches of the Food Administration and the office 
of Wheat Director were terminated by n.n Executive order of Au· 
gust 21, 1920. Certain records of the Cereal Enforcement Division 
were transferred to the Treasury Department and all other records 
were transferred to the Grain Corporation "as custodian thereof." 
The Grain Corporation was dh'Ccted b,Y the same Executive order 
to begin the process of its own liquidatiOn. On December 24, 1921, 
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however, it was directed, by another Executive order, to net as fiscal 
agent of the Purchasing Commission for Russian Relief. The rec­
ords of the Cereal Enforcement Division that were turned over to 
the Treasury Department in 1920 pnssed into the custody of the 
Comptroller General in 1921, and, by Executive order of AJ?ril17, 
1924, wero transferred to the custody of the Grain Corpornt10n (in 
dissolution) . The Sugar Equalization Board, which had been in 
process of liquidation since July 141 1923, was terminated by Exec­
utive order of July 10, 1926; and Its records also pnssed into the 
custody of the Grain Corporation. The liquidation of the Grain 
Corporation having been completed, an Executive order of Decem­
ber 31, 1927t provided for the transfer of its records and those of 
tlle Food Administration and of the W11eat Director to the Depart­
ment of Commerce "ns custodian thereof" and ultimately to The 
National Archives. 

The collection consists in the main of correspondence, reports, 
confidential bulletins, press releases, accounting and personnel files, 
record cards, indexes, photographs, and news.Paper clippings. 
Three reels of motion-picture film are included m the records of 
the Maryland and Minnesota State Food Administrations, and 
there is some miscellaneous .film of agricultural scenes in Europe. 
The few papers dated after 1927 reflect the transfer of the records 
to or their custody by the Commerce Department. Except for the 
.first few months of the existence of the Food Administmtion the 
divisions of the Washington office retained the letters received by 
them and filed them with carbon copies of letters sent, but there is 
a master .file of carbon copies of letters sent by all the divisions. 
The correspondence is filed according to a variety of systems, and 
much of it is accompanied by cnrd indexes. The classification and 
the cataloging by divisions of the records of the Washington office 
have been completed, n.nd the "Classification Scheme", which lists 
the material by series, is available in typewritten form; the classi­
fication and cataloging of the remainder of the collection is in 

prTogr:ess. 11 • • 1 bl f · f · · ~his co ect1on IS va ua e as a source o m ormat10n concermng 
the social and economic history of the American peoP.le during and 
n.fter the World War. It reflects not only the mobilization of the 
Nation's food resources but also the attitude of sections and eco­
nomic groups toward the war and the food conservation measures, 
the agitation for and results of prohibition nnd woman sufirn.ge, 
and a multitude of other problems n.nd activities of the period. It 
offers opportunities for the study of phases of the careers of nn­
tional!y prominent persons such as Herbert Hoover, Vernon Kel­
logg, Ray Lyman Wilbur, Edgar Rickard, and Gertrude B. Lane; 
and it is rich in material for regional, Sta.te, and local history and 
biorrraphy. 

T'he completeness of the records of county and city administra­
tions varies considerably from State to State, and the records of 
two State administrations, those of Delaware and of Florida are 
lacking. The .files of the Washington office of the Food Adminis­
tration are relatively complete, but, in view of the vagueness of 
the boundary line between public and private documents, note 
should be made of the fact that papers of a number of distin­
guished persons wl10 served in the Food Administration are to be 
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found in the Hoover War Library at. Stanford University, Calif. 
The "Intelligence Files" were turned over to the Secret Service 
Division of tl1e Treasury Department, and the files of the Garbn~ 
Utilization Division, later a section of the Division of Collateral 
Commodities, have been in the possession of the Bureau of Soils 
of the Department of Agriculture since March 1919. 

See Leland and Mereness, American Official Sou.rces, 398-410, and 
the publications listed therein; Frank :M'.' Surface, The Grain Trade 
During the World lVar (New York, 1928); Frank M. Surface and 
Raymond L. Bland, American Food in tlte World 1Var and Re­
construc#on Period (Stanford University, Calif., 1931); Joseph 
C. Bartley, A StudJ! of Price Control in the United States Food 
Admin~tration ~1922); Joshua Bernhardt, Mobili.zation of the 
Sugar lndu11try New York, 1920); George N. McCain, lVar Ra­
tions for Pennsy 1:anians (Philadelphia, 1~0); Ivan L. Pollock, 
The Food AdminiBtration in Iowa (Iowa City, 1923. 2 vols.); 
Charles N. Herreid, "The Federal Food Administration in South 
Dakota", in South Dakota H istorical Oollect iom, 10 :295-314 
(1921); E\'erett S. Brown, "Archives of the Food Administration 
as Historical Sources", in American Historical Associntion Annua~

1R eport, 1017, p. 124-127 (1020); and William D. McCam "The 
1Papers of the Food Admimstration for Missouri, 1017-1919, m The 

Nntionnl Archives", in the Missouri llistorical R eview, 32:56-61 
(Oct. 1037). 

UNrrEo STATES RAILno,\o AomNISTnATION. Records. 1918-37. 1,910 
feet. Accessions 39 and 44. 

Under authority of the Army Appropri1ttion Act of August 29, 
1916, President ·wilson, by proclamution of December 26, 1917, 
took full control of railroads and certain allied agencies on Decem­
ber 28, 1917. The character and duration of such control was deter­
mined by the Federal Control Act of March 21, 1918. By procla­
mations of Aprilll, July 22, and November 16, 1918, ccrtum steam­
ship lines and canals and the American Express Company were 
subsequently a cquired. Control was exercised through a Director 
General and an organization of eight main divisions and seven 
regional offices. Government operation continued, except for such 
short lines as were previously released.:. until March 1, 1020, when 
it was ended by the rassage of the Transportation Act of 1920 
and a proclamation o February 28, 1920. By the latter, the Di­
rector General (or his successors) became the agency of the Pres­
ident for purposes of liquidation and final settlement, which was 
largely completed by 1927. A skeleton force, however, continued to 
function until April1937, 'vhen the remaining business was trans­
ferred to the Treasury Department for settlement. 

This collection includes the files of the Director General and 
Agent of the President, of the Office of the Comptroller, and of the 
Law Division (Office of the General Counsel). Labor records of 
the Administration were turned over to the Railroad Labor Board 
and are described in this guide under National Mediation Board. 
Apparently vast quantities of records of some of the divisions were 
destroyed under authority, while some few were transferred to the 
custody of the Treasury Department, the Interstate Commerce 
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Commission, the Cidl Sen·ice Commission. uml the Genernl Ac­
countin., Oflice. Still other records remaii1ed in the custody o:f 
rai1r01uf companies 1tfter the termination of Federal control, and 
some of them have been inventoried by the SmTey of Federnl 
Archives. 

The files of the Directm· General und Agent of the President 
include correspondence, memoranda, and work pttjlers relative to 
mutters giYen personal attention by him; drafts and ol'iginul copies 
of agreements and contructs; preliminary papers, correspondence, 
reports, nnd legal pnpers relahvc to control und relinquishment of 
short line rnilroads; drafts and original copies o:f geneml orders 
and circulars; files of circulars issued by regionu l directors and 
divisionul officers; original copies of press releases; drufts of pub­
licat.ions; and conespondence, uccounts, inventories, claims, and 
legul papers showiiiF, the Jinul settlement between curriers und the 
Govemmeut. The nles of the Comptroller contuin cm·respondence 
relative to accounting policies, trust funds, and other fiscal ar­
nmgements estnblishcd by the administration, together with a 
heudquurters file relating to all finnncial aspects of final settle­
ments. The files of the General Counsel include correspondence, 
mcmornndu, nnd legal pnpers relative to prope1·ty dumnge or pcr­
sonnl injury claims hnmlled by the office, by its regional repre­
sentatives, ot• through the Uj!ency of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission und the courts. Thet·e nre indexes to mnny of the:.~ 
files. 

These records nre vnlnnble not only for the history of the mobili­
zntion of transportation fm· the wnr cl'isis of 1!>17-18 but u.lE.o 
for the light they throw on the economic, lnbor, and technological 
problems of milroud operation under public manngl'ment. Use of 
these records is restricted. 

See Lclnnd and l\Iereness, Ameriann Official Sou1•ces, 419-422, 
and the publicntions listed thet•ein; Reports of the Director Gen­
eral of Rnilrottds, 1918-32, and of the Assistant Director Gen­
ernl, 1933-35; and Walket· D. Hines, War History of American 
Railroads (New Haven, 1928). 

NATIONAL Co:\IMISSION oN LAw OnsER\",\NCE AND ENFoncEliENT. 

Records. 1929-31. 182 feet. Accession 8. 
This Commission, popularly known as the "rickershnm Commis­

sion, wus appointed by the President in Mut·ch 1929, to conduct an 
inquiry, for which Congress had made an approprintion, "into the 
problem of the enf·m·cement of prohibition under the pt·ovisions of 
the eighteenth umendment of the Constitution and laws enacted in 
ptn'Silnnce thereof, together with the enforcement of other laws." 
Appro}Jrintions totaling $500,000 were made for the work of t lm 
Commission, and it employed numerous experts, who were grouped 
into committees to investigate tmd prepare reports on different 
nspects of the problem. No upproprintions were nvai1able after 
June 30, 1931. tmd in Septemhet· 1931, the President, by Executive 
order, directed thnt the recm·ds of the Commission be trunsferred 
to nnd preserved by "the Depnrtment of Justice ns custodian there­
of", until the completion of nn nrchives bnildin::r. The collection 
includes, in uddition to the recot·ds tlult hnd been in the custody of 
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the Department of Justice, a group of working papers ( 6 feet) of 
consultunts of the committee on lawlessness m law enforcement 
that were received from n.n attorney in New York. 

The records consist of correspondence with members of the com­
mittees, with government officials both Federal and State, and 
with the general public ( 33 feet) ; circulars distributed to members 
of the Commisswn, its committees, and their staffs (14 feet); 
minutes of the Commission (1 foot); working papers, research 
datu, and the like of committees on prohibition, prosecution, crime 
and the foreign born, official I a w ](lSSness, nnd police ( 30 feet ) ; reports 
of committees in various stnges (10 feet); press releases (1 foot); 
newspaper clippings (78 feet); administrative records, prmcipn.lly 
concerned with personnel and accounting matters, (12 feet) ; com­
pleted questionnaires returned by law enforcing otlicers; resenrclt 
dutn compiled by the library of the Commission; and a few per­
sonal files of officers of the Commission. A tentative inventory of 
the collection hns been compiled. U se of these records is restricted. 

The published reports of the Commission are listed in the Doau­
ment Oatalog, 20: 1775-1777; 21:1632. 

Colii\IITrEE ON THE CoNSERVATION ~\ND AnlriNISTRATION OF THE Pun­
Lie Do~rAIN. Records. 1929- 32. 8 feet. Accession 61. 

This Committee, popularly !~town as the Public Lands Commis­
sion, was established in 1930. to make a study and a report on the 
problem from which the orgnnizat·ion took its name. The Com­
mittee presented its report nnd disbanded in Hl31, and its records 
were placed in the custody of the Interior Department, which 
had pt·ovided it with ollice spuce and had lu~ndled its fiscal affairs. 

Probably the most vnlunble purt of the collection consists of the 
informntionul dutu and maps furnished to the Committee by a 
dozen or more Federal agencies interested in the public domain, 
by State committees on public lands, und by private organizations 
and individuals interested in vnrious aspects of the question. 
Minutes of meetings, correspondence (inc1uding letters received 
both before and after the period of the Committee's existence), 
nnd drafts of the report nre to be found in the collection, which 
nppnrently contains all the records of the Committee. The mate­
l'lal is arranged according to a decimal classili.cation system, and 
nn outline of the arrangement has been compiled. 

See the Report of the Committee (Washington, 1931); Pnblic 
Lands nnd Surveys Committee, Senate, Hearings on . .. B ills 
to Grant Vacant, Um·eserved, Unappropriated Lands to Acoeptinq 
States (Washington, 1931); and Public Lands Committee, House, 
Hearings on H. R. 5840 PropotJin g to Grant Vacant Unre,Yerved, 
Unappropriated, Non-Min eral Lands to Accepting States (Wash­
ington, 1931). 

VETERANs' Ao~IINISTRATION. Pnpers relating to closed pension claims 
of veterans and their widows and dependents. 1861- 1929. 159,000 
feet. Accession 12. 

A pension act was passed by the First Congress in 1789, and pen­
sion business wus bemg handled by the Wur Departn.ent as early 
us 1792. Congress controlled the actual allowance of claims for 
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Revolutionary pensions until 1803, when it was delegated to the 
Secretary of ·war. Pensions were also paid from a navy pension 
fund, created in 1799, which was administered by a commission 
composed of the Secretaries of the Navy, the Treasury, and 'Var 
until 1832 and from 1832 to 1840 by the Secretary of the Navy. 
An act of 1828 gmnting full pensions to veterans of the Revolu­
tionary 'Vnr was administered by the Secretary of the Treasury 
untill835, when its administration was transferred to the ·war De­
partment. By 1833 a pension office was in opemtion in the War 
Department, and in that year Congress made provision for the ap­
pointment of a Commissioner of Pensions to perform duties in re­
lation to pension laws under the direction of the Secretary of 'Vnr. 
In 1840 the pension business of the Navy Department was trnns­
ferred to the Commissioner of Pensions, who was then to perform 
his duties "under the direction of the Secretary o:f W'ar and the 
Secretary of the Navy." 'Vhen the Interior Department was estab­
lished in 1849 the autl10rity of the Secretaries of W nr and the Navy 
over the Commissioner of Pensions was transferred to the Secre­
tnry of the Intel"ior, and in the course of time the Office of\ the 
.Commissioner came to be termed the Bureau of Pensions. The 
Executive order of July 21, 1930, establishin.,. the Veterans' Admin­
istration transferred to it the functions of t~1e Bureau of Pensions 
.to~ether with its personnel and records. 

The papers in the custody of The National Archives fall into 
four classes~ depending on the service of the veteran concerned, as 
follows: (lJ Indian wars, 1817-98; (2) the Navy, 1817-1910i (3) 
the Mexican War, 1846--48; (4) the Civil War and later mihtary 
operations, includin~ the War with SJ?ain, the Philippine Insur­
rection, and the Chma Relief Expedition, 1861-1917. Each class 
of papers is subdivided into four groups, as follows: (a) "soldiers' 
originals", which consist of rejected applications and accompany­
ing papers arranged by the numbers of the applications; (b) "sol­
diers' certificates", which consist of papers for cases in wluch pen­
sions were granted arranged by the numbers of the certificates; 
(c) "widows' and de~endents' ori_ginnls", similar in character and 
arrangement to the 'soldiers' or1ginnls"; and (d) "widows' nnd 
dependents' certificates", similar in character and arrangement to 
the "soldiers' certificates." In cases in which applicatiOns were 
made by widows or dependents of veterans who had made applicn· 
tions, or later applications under changed laws were made by the 
veterans themselves, the earlier files are incorporated in those re­
sulting from later applications based on the same service, deatl1, 
or disability. 

The individual files contain such items as birth, marriage, and 
death records, copies of military records, medical histories, per­
sonal histories of dependents, affidavits and testimonials, corre­
spondence, examiners' reports, and decisions of adjudicating ngen­
Cll'S. Although the dates of applications run approximately from 
1861 to 1929, many of the accompanying papers are of earlier or 
Iuter dates. The value of the collectiOn for biographical and 
genealogical studies is obvious. It affords material also for statis­
tical stuoies of morbidity and mortality of veterans and of their life 
histories after leaving the service. Use of such of these records as 

relate to claims based on service in the War with Spain or there­
after is restricted. 

Files relating to individual claimants are found by means of 
four card indexes by names of claimants, which have been retained 
by the Veterans' Administration but of which microfilm copies are 
available in The National Archives. Other partial indexes retained 
by the Admini stration nrc arranged by the names of remarried wid­
ows, by the addresses of claimants, by the regiments and companies 
to which the claimants belonged, and by the series and numbl.'rs of 
the files. Various groups of papers relating to closed pension claims, 
including those resultin~ from service in the Revolutionary War, 
the War of 1812, and tim Wor1d War, and all papers relating to 
pending claims or claims on which pensions nrc still being paid 
remain in the custody of tl40 Administration. 

S ee Gustavus A . Weber, Tlu• Bureau, of Pt>nsions (Baltimore, 
1923); Gustavus A. 'Weber and Laurence F. Schmeclcebier, The 
Yetcrans' Administration (Washington, 1034); William H. Glasson, 
F~d~rall1filitar,7J Pemions (New York, 1!Jl8); and Veterans' Ad­
mimstrntwn, F edrral Laws Relating to Veterans of lJ'ars of the 
United States (Amwtated) (Washhigton, 1932) . 

CIVILIAN CoNsERVATION CoRPs. Monthly work progress r eports. 
1933- 35. 45 feet. Accession 34 . 

The Emergency Conservation Work, commonly referred to as 
the Civilian Conservation Corps and officially designated as such 
in 1937, was established in 1033 to relieve acute conditions of dis­
tress and unemployment and to provide for the restoration of 
the country's Jlllturnl resources. l:t operates camps throughout 
the country with the assistance of the Departments of ·war, the 
Interior, Agriculture, nnd Labor. 

The monthly work progress reports are from all camps in oper­
ation during 1933-35; they arc statistical in form and contain such 
information as the nature of the project on whid1 the personnel 
of a giYen camp wus engaged, the amount of time devoted to it, 
the number of men employed, and the name of the cooperating 
agency. This information hns been used in the compilation of 
summary reports. A tentative description of the collection has 
been com piled. 

FEDERAL DEPOsiT INSURANCE ConronATION. AccoUNTING DIVIsiON. 

Records. 1933-35. 100 feet. Accession 33. 
The Corporution was established in 1933 to insure the deposits

of banks und to liquid11te the affairs of insured banks that fail. 
Tbe records transferred include certified sta.tements1 remittance 
letters, and stock subscriptions received from the banks and com­
putations and compilations prepared in the Division. They con­
tain information concerning numbers of depositors, amounts of 
deposits eligible for insurance1 assessments, and remittances of 
member banks. A preliminary mventory of the collection has been 
compiled. 

See the Corporation's R eport of Operations, 1933-34, and its 
Annual R eports, 1934, 1935. 
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NATIONAL RECOVERY Anl\IINISTMTION. Uecords of field offices and field 
personnel records. 1933-36. 4,200 feet. Accession 7. 

The National Recovery Administration was the first of many 
agencies to be established undet· the authority of the National In­
dustrial Recovery Act oi June 1933. The initial purposu of the 
NRA was to stimulate industriul recovet·y through the establish­
ment of mnximum working hoUl'S, minimum rates of wages, and the 
elimination of child labor. These objectives were embodied in the 
President's Reemployment A~t·eement transmitted to all employers 
in July 1933. Codes for spectfic trades and industries were evolved 
Inter .and provisions were incorporuted in them covel'ing not only 
these principles but nlso the right of employees to engnge in col­
lective bargnining and the pre,·ention of unfair competition be­
tween employet'S. 

The winning of popular support for this progrnm and the han­
dling- of petitions for exemption from specific provisions of the 
President's Agreement, of complaints of violntions of the Agree­
ment, and of comp1nints of code violations wm·e supervised from 
"\Vashington by an office known successively ns the President's Re­
employment Pro,!,•Tam (.Tuly- AU,!,"l.lSt 1933), the Dine Engle Di­
vision (August- October 1933), und the Compliunce Division (Oc­
tober 1933-Augnst 1935). Following the invalidation of the NRA 
codes by the Supreme Coul't in May 1935, the NRA was continued 
in 1t limited form by a Congressionnl resolution of June 14, 1935, 
and by an Executive order of June H>, 19:35. The Compliunce Di­
vision was renamed the Field Division in .August 1935 und was 
chnrged with the making of u general Slll'\'ey, under the direction 
of the NRA Committee to Repol't on Changes in Labo1· and Trude 
Practice Standards (the Robert Committee), of the effects of the 
discontinuance of the codes on such standal'ds. A similar survey, 
limited in scope to standards maintained by Government contrac­
tors, was undertaken by the Field Division in October 1935 under 
the suy,e1·vision of the Gove1·nment Contracts Division. which 
former y had been a part of the Compliance Division ami at the 
request of the House Judiciary Committee. On December 31, 1935, 
the Field Division, together with most of the other NRA divisions, 
was merged into the Division of Business Cooperation. Four units 
of the NRA then remained-the Division of Business Cooperation; 
the Division of Review, the Advisory Council, and the Consumers 
Division. On Jnnuary 1, 1936, by virtue of an Executive order 
dated December 21, 1935, the first three of these units were trans­
ferred to the Department of Commerce, which was to terminate 
them by Aprill, 1936, and the Consumers' Division was transfened 
to the Department of Labor. 

During the first phase of its activities, which lasted on]y a fe,v 
weeks, the President's Reemployment Program operated in the 
field through ''olunteer local recovet'Y committees set up in some 
6,200 towns and cities, through State recoYery boards, and througl1 
recovery boards established in each of the 26 cities where the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce maintained district offices. 
These offices were lent to the NRA to administer its fielcl establish­
ment. When the emphasis of the NRA program wns shifted to 
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"compliance" the local comm!ttees gave wuy in August 1933 to local 
compliance boards, 'vhich were likewise supervised by the district 
offices under the Blue Engle and Compliance Divisions until Jan­
nat'Y 1934. At that time u. system of Stntc NRA Compliance Offices 
replaced the district offices and at their heads were placed persons 
who were simultnneously St.nte Directors for the National Emer­
gency Council and Stn.te NRA Directm-s. In some Stat es the two 
positions were luter held by different persons. State ndjustment 
boards, with advisory and appeal functions, were set up at the SllmG 
time. With the discontinuance of the local boards in .Tune 1934, 
the State offices took over their duties us well. Nine regional offices 
were subsequently estnblished about.. Janutn'Y 1935 as intermedinries 
between the State offices nnd the Division headquarters in 1Vnshing­
ton, a Compliance Council with ndvisory and appeal functions was 
provided for each region, and the legal advisers in the regionnland 
State ofiices were transferred to the supervision of the Leg1tl Division 
in Washington. The legal advisel'S continued to share the offices 
of the Division, however, as did the field rep1-esentatives of the 
Government Contmcts Division, and the files of the field repre­
sentatives of the three Divisions show a considerable degree of inter­
relation. This entire field establislunent was discontinued in 
January 1936, and the individual offices were instructed to send 
their records directly to The National Archives for preservation. 

The records in this collection u.re principally those received from 
the field offices in accordance with these instructions, although ther~ 
are also included the personnel and pay-roll files relating to the field 
establishment that were kept in "\Vnshington. The files from each 
office generally include the P1-esident's Reemployment Agreements, 
signed by employers in its area, which uro usually accompanied by 
the certificates of compliance also signed by them and presented 
to the nearest post office in order to obtain "Blue Engles"; corre­
spondence and petitions regarding exemptions from provisions of 
the Agreement; hearings on complaints of violations of the A~:,'ll'ee­
ment or of codes 2docketed cases of code violations, usually separated 
into groups dealing with unfair trade practices and with laoor pro­
visions; material on trade _practice and labor standards col1ected 
for the Bouse Judiciary Committee and the Robert Committee; 
general correspondence; and personnel, fiscal, and other office rec­
ords. Records of field representatives of the Legal Division allfl 
of the Government Contracts Division are frequently present; and 
the files also contain records of recovery committees and boards, 
local compliance boards, State adjustment boards, regional compli­
ance councils, and code authorities, when such records were t urned 
over to State or reg!onal offices fot• preservation. Most of the rec­
ords are indexed and preliminary inventories of parts of the collec­
tion have been compiled. 

The NRA reached out into thousands of communities throughout 
the )and and affected the hours of work and the wnges of millions 
of employees. The establishment and administrntion of this vast 
Rrogram is reflected in the NRA recot·ds, which have been snid to 
'constitute the largest and richest single body of informu.tion con­

cerning the problems and operations of industry ever ltssemb1ed by 
any nation." The records of the field offices, which were the closest 

~ 
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agencies to the people, show in considerable detail the reaction to 
the program in the several parts of the countrl and should be of 
interest to students of economics, sociology, htstory, and govern­
ment. 

All records of the headquarters organization of the NRA, except 
the field personnel records in this collection and records of the 
Consumers' Division, wl1ich are in the custody of the Department 
of Labor, are in the custody of the Derartment of Commerce, 
where they have been consolidated and :review studies" of the 
work of the NRA have been added to them. Closely related to 
this collection are the records of the National Labor Board and the 
National Labor Rellttions Board (described in this guide under the 
latter l1eading), which deal with collective-bargaining disputes 
arising out of code provisions. 

See H. Conrnd Hoover, Tlte P1•eaident's R eemployment Agree­
ment (NRA lVm·lc Matm•ia"bJ 82. tVashington, 1936. Mimeo­
graphed) ; W. M. Galvin, J. J. Reinstein, and D. Y. Campbell, 
Bi8tor?J of tlte Oompliance Di1Ji8io11- (NRA lVork Materia"bJ 85. 
Washington, 1036. Mimeographed); Leverett S. Lyon and others 
Tlte National Recove1'~1 Administration nvashin~ton, 1935); and 
Committee of Industrial Analysis, Tlte National Recm•e1y Admin· 
i8tration (Washington, 1937. Processed). 

NATIONAL Er.rEROENCY CouscrL. APPLICATIONS AND INFORl£ATION Dr­
\'ISION. Records. 1935. 262 feet. Accession 57. 

The National Emet•gency Council, composed ultimately of all 
members of the Cabinet and of the heads of many independent 
agencies, was established by an Executive order of November 17, 
1933. Its functions were rrirnarily those of coordination, and one 
of the most important o them wns "to provide for the orderly 
presentation of business to the President." The Division of Appli­
cations and Informa.tion Wtls established by an Executive order of 
May 6, 1935, to receive applications for allotments of funds for 
projects to be undertaken by the Public Works Administration and 
the '\Vm·ks Progt·ess Administration, to have the applications ex· 
amined and reviewed, and to transmit the applications to the 
Advisory Committee on Allotments which Committee, consisting of 
the Secretary of the Interior ns cl1airman and of othet• Govern­
ment officials, was charged with making recommendations to the 
President regarding the allotment of funds to such projects. The 
Division also furnished information to the public on the allotment 
of funds and on the progress of approved projects. In September 
1935, when the Council discontinued its work of coordinating
project applications, the Division was abolished. 

The files of the Division1 which are apparently complete., include 
such material as copies ot applications for allotment ana related 
papers, records of the allocatiOn and cancelation of funds, periodi­
cal reports and sununaries on the status of applications and proj­
ects, correspondence, and miscellaneous office files. Since much of 
the material received by the Division was transmitted to other 
agencies, many of the papers retained are copies of documents 
preserved by the WPA, the PWA, the Bureau of the Budget, 
and the NatiOnal Emergency Council proper. The applications for 
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projects, which contain more data than the applications for allot­
ments, were filed with the Departments concerned and, for non· 
Federal projects, with PWA or WPA; but this collection is prob­
ably the only record of all projects requested and approved during 
the existence of the Division. 

See the mimeogra:{>hed document entitled "Procedure Governing 
the Filing and Routmg to the Advisory Committee on Allotments 
of Applications for Allotments under the Emergency Relief Appro­
priation Act of 1935", which was issued by the Division May 101 
1935. 

ExroR-r"·lMPORT BANK oF WAsHINoTON. Records of the former Office 
of the Special Adviser to the President on Foreign Trade and 
other papers. 1933-36. 128 feet. Accession 15. 

The Export-Import Bank of Washington, the Second Export­
Import Bnnk of Washington, D. C., nnd the Office of the Special 
Adviser to the President on Foreign Trade were established by 
Executive orders in 1934, the first two to aid in financing and 
facilitating exports imports, and the exchange of commodities, 
n.nd the last to coordinate information concerning the foreign trade 
of the United States and to carry on negotiations regarding speci­
fic trade transactions with anyone desiring Federal assistance in 
financing or bartering. George N. Peek was appointed Special 
Adviser and also president and trustee of the two bnnks, nnd as o. 
result there was a high degree of interrelation in the activities nnd 
records of the three agencies. The Office of the Special Adviser 
was terminated in 1935, the Second Expot·t-Import Bank was dis­
solved in 1936 and the records of both of these agencies passed into 
the custody ot2 the Export-Import Bank of Washington, 

W11ile the records transferred are largely those of the Office of 
the Special Adviser, a f ew of the files relnte also to activities of 
the Export-Import Bunks. The Office was primarily a coordinat­
ing one, and consequently much of the material in its files was 
assembled from or based upon records and· compilations of other 
agencies concerned with foreign trade, such as the Department of 
State, the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, the United 
States Tariff Commission, and the Committee for Reciprocity In­
formation. Typical products of this coordinating process are 
country and commodity files, which include t·eports and other 
data from various agencies and integrated economic studies pre· 
pared by the Office; and material on blocked exchange, which 
consists of returned questionnaires nnd other papers obtained by 
the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce and the Second 
Export-Import Bank in 1035 while nscertnining for the Office of 
the Special AdYiscr how much foreign curmncy owned by United 
States citizens was being kept nbrond as a result of exchange 
controls and other devices. The Office wns represented on the 
Committee for Reciprocity Information, an interdepartmental or­
ganization to conduct hearings and rnnke repm'ts on proposed 
Executive trade agreements with foreign nations; nnd in this con­
nection it accumulated n file of correspondence, briefs, hearings and 
reports. The collection includes the cot·respondence files ot1 the 



162 THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF .ARCHIVIST 

Office, some of which are indexed; accounting files; and a number 
of smaller groups of records. Some of the files contain material 
received as eady as 1933 by Mr. Peek, who was then serving as 
special assistant to the President on American trade policy; and 
other files, particularly those having to do with accounts and 
the closing of the affairs of the Office, extend into 1936. Most 
of the personnel files have been retained by the Export-Import 
Bank. A preliminary inventory of the collection has been com­
piled. Use of these records is restricted. 

See Laurence F. Schmeckebier, New FPdeml Organizatio-!Uf 
('Washington, 1934), 23, 63-65, 161- 164. 

NATIONAL MEDIATION BoAno. Cnse papers, correspondence, minutes, 
reports, and other records of predecessor agencies. 1898-1926. 1,900 
feet. Accession 11. 

The functions of mP.dintion and conciliation of railroad labor dis­
putes were assigned to the Chah·mnn of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission and the Conunissioner of Labor by the Erdmun Act 
of 1898. The United States Board of Mediation and Conciliation 
created hv the Newlands Act in 1913, took over these functions and 
the records that had accumulated. The United Stutes Railroad 
Labor Donrd, created in 1920, took over most of the functions of the 
Board of Mediation und Conciliution, which wound up its affairs 
in 1921. The Uai1road L1Lhor Bonrd wns superseded in 1926 by 
the Unitecl States Board of 1\feuintion, which in turn wns super­
seded by the National Mediation Bourdin 1934. During the period 
1918-20, certain subdivisions of the United States Railrond Admin­
istration hud labor-relations functions! und the records relating 
to those functions were turnetl over to the Railroad Labor Board. 

This collection comprises pmcticully ull the records of Federal 
agencies concerned with rnilrond laboi· problems from the passage 
of the Erdman Act in 1898 to the establishment of the BOilrd of 
Mediation in 1926. The case papers include correspondence, records 
of hearingsi recommendutions, decisions, and uwnrds on specific 
cases ; and t 1e ~cneral correspondence, minutes, and reports reflect 
the other nctivtties of the successive agencies. The Rnilwn.y Ad­
ministration records include, in addition to the case pnpers nnd 
other files of its Rnilwny Boards of Adjustment Nos. 1, 2, and 3, 
which denlt with specific disputes, records of its Rnilmacl "rllgG 
Commission, its Board of R1tilroud 'Ynges and Working Conclit.ions, 
and its Division of Lnhor, nnd lnbor records of its Division of Opcr­
ntion. There nre indexes to the cnse pa])ers of the Railroad Lttbor 
Bonrd and the Rnilwny·.A<lministmt.ion Boards of Adjustment Nos. 
2 nnd 3, and preliminary im•entories of most of the records have 
bePn compilecl. 

Thn collection furnishes mnterial for an interpretation of the 
cl1anges ronde by successivG statutes in tl1e methods of Federnl 
interwntion in milrond Inbor disput.es, and it reflects tl1e historv 
of workin:r condition~ nnd of collective bnrg11.inina- in the railroad 
field for n period of 28 ' 'enrs, inclndin~ the crisis of 1916 (leudin~ to 
the Adamson Act), .the period of Federal operation, and tl1e 
period of nnrest following the World Wnr. Use of these records 
is restricted. 
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See Joslmn. llel'tlharclt, The Rail1'0a(l Labor Board (Baltimore, 
1923); 11. D. Wolf, The Railroad Labor Board (Chicago, 1927); 
Gordon S. 'Vntkins, Labor P1•oble!n8 a11d Labor Administration 
During the World lVar (Urbana, Ill., 1920), ch. 5; Wnlker D. Hines.; 
lVm· Histont of Ameriran Railroads (New Haven, 1928); Leland 
nnd Merene5s, Ameriran Official Sourcu, 419-422; and reports and 
other publications of the agencies invoh-ed. 

FEDERAL HoustNo An:mNISTRATION. Motion pictures n.nd sound re­
cordings. 1035-36. 9 units of film nnd 15 disks. Accessions 27 
nnd 31. 

This Administration was established in 1934 to facilitnte the 
financing of private buildin" operation!', including repair and 
modernization. The films, wtich curry sonnd recordin;,rs as well 
as pictures, comprise a series entitled " Better Housmg News 
Flashes"; and the disks n1·e recm·dings of mnsical programs nnd 
promotional announcements. 

NATIONAL LAnon REt.ATIONS Bo.\nD. Case papers, transcripts of hear­
ings, cot-re!'lpondence, and other records of the N ntionnl Labor 
Board and the first National Labor Relations Board. 1933-35. 
163 feet. Accession 20. 

The National Labor Board was established by the President in""" Augu!;t 1933, to udjust lttbor di sputes arising out of the President's 
R eemployment .A~rcements and the codes p1·ovideu for in the Na­
tional Industrinl Rccovet·y Act. In J unc 1934, it was superseued 
by the first Nntionnl Labor Relations Board, which was estab­
lished under a joint resolution of Congress and :functioned until 
May 11)35, when portions of t he NIRA were invnlidu.ted by the 
Supreme Com·t. The records of these two a:,rencies passed. into the 
custody of the second National Labor R elations Bour<l, '"hich Wtls 
established undet· 1m net of Cont~Tess npproved July 5, 1935. 

The case papers, arranged by 714 case numbers, constst of reports 
of investigators, correspondence, and findings of the Bom·ds; tim 
tl'Unscripts of hearings before the Boards nrc also :U'l'tmged by case 
numbers; and the correspondence includes generul, special, and re­
gional files. The re~onal files contain reports from regional offices. 
An alphabetical index, arranged by names of firm s nnd of cities, 
accompn.nies the collection, and It subject index has been compiled. 
Some of the records, mainly administrative nnd personnel, of these 
two Boards have been retained by the present NLRB. 

The collection is valuable for the study of labor problems in gen­
eral and in special indus tries und of goYemmentul activities in con­
nection with labor disputes. It includes material relating to the 
Pacific longshoremen's and the Imperial Valley agricultural work· 
crs' strikes of 1034 nnd 1935 and to such notable cnses as those in­
Yolving the Weirton Steel Company, the Budd Manufacturing 
Company, and the Firestone RubbE>r Company. Other records 
dealing with governmental activities in lnbor dis~utes are described 
in this guide under Department of Lubor, Nntionnl Medintion 
Board, und Nutionnl &co\'ery Administration. Use of the records 
in this collection is restricted. 
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See Lewis L. Lorwin and Arthur Wubnig, Labor Relati01UJ 
Boards (Washington, 1935) ; Lyon and others, National Recovery 
Adrniniatrat ion, 466-487; William H. Spencer, Collective Bargain­
ing Under Section 7 (a) of tlte National Industrial RecoverJ! Act 
(Chicago, 1935); Hugh A. Donohoe, Collective Bargaining Under 
tlte N IRA ("\Vashington, 1935) ; and the Decisions of the National 
Labor Board {1934. 2 parts) and of the National Labor Relations 
Board (1935. 2 vols.). 

SoCIAL SECUIUTY BoARD. Motion pictures with sound recordings. 
1936. 3 units of film. .Accession 60. 

The Social Security Board was estnblished in 1935 to administer 
certain provisions of the Social Secudty Act, approved .August 14, 
1935, and to study and make recommendations as to methods of pro­
viding economic security through social insurance. The films were 
used to disseminate information concerning the net and procedures 
under it. 

JUDICIARY 

DJsnuCT CounT oF THE UNITED STATES FOR TJIE DISTRICT OF CoLmrniA. 

Records of the former Circuit Court, Criminal Court, and District 
Court of the Dis trict of Columbia. 1801- 63. 520 feet. .Acces­
sions 16 and 43. 

Congress by an act of February 27, 1801, divided the District 
of Columbia into two counties, 1Vashin:?ton and Alexandria, with 
the Potomac ns the separating boundary, and created a Circuit 
Court for the District of Columbia, consisting of a chief judge 
and two assistant judges. Until the retrocession of Alexandria 
County to Virginia in 1846, the court held sessions in each county, 
npply!ng the lnw of Virginia us it existed nt the time of the net 
of 1801 in Alexandria County and the Maryland luw similarly in 
'Vashington County. The court appointed n different clerk for 
each county, but the same marshal nnd district nttomey, both of 
whom were appointed by the President by nnd with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, served the entire district. The court had 
jurisdiction in civil and criminal law, in equity, over seizures on 
land or water?. and over all penalties and forfeitures under the laws 
of the United States. It succeeded to litigation pending before 
the husting:s courts in Alexandria und Georgetown, und it had ap­
pellate jurisdiction over the orphans' courts and justices' courts 
that were set up in the two counties. It exercised the govern­
mentnl functions previously possessed by the Vit·ginin county courts 
nnd the levy and county courts of Maryland of granting licenses 
to sell liquor and appointing constables; inspectors of flour, tobacco, 
highways, and ferries ; and other officers. 

By un net of April 2!>, 1802, Congress directed the chief judge of 
the circuit court to hold n District Court of the United States for 
the District of Columbia. At. this time district courts dealt mainly 
with admiralty cases. By nn net of Mny 27, 1852, the assistant 
judges of the circuit court, in the order of their seniority, were 
empowered to substitute for the chief judge as district judge in 
('Use of his disability. 
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The circuit court's lab~rs were hen.vyt and throu_gl~ t~u~ ye!lrs
legislation was passed designed to lessen 1ts load. yiVI.l ht1gat10n
involving smnl amounts wns transferred to the JUStices of the 
pence wlien in 1823, the justices' jurisdiction was raised from a 
twenty to ~ fifty dollar maximum. Similarly in 1838} cdmino.l 
jurisdiction of the circuit court was transferred to a new y created! 
Criminal Court for the District of Columbia. A close connection 
was maintained between the two courts. They had the same clerk, 
mnrshal7 and district attorney; and, be~nnmg in 1839 a judge 
of the circuit court was required to substitute for the jud~e of tlie 
criminal court when the latter was unable to perform Ius duties. 
Cases might be carried from the criminal to the circuit court on 
writs of error. 

On March 3, 1863, Conr;vess abolished the Circuit, District, and 
Criminal Courts of the District of Columbia and created in their 
place the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. The name 
of this court was chan__ged by an net of June 25, 1936, to the District 
Court of the United States for the District of Columbia. 

The bulk of the records consists of case papers of the circuit 
and criminal courts sitting in 1Vashington County, which are ar­
ranged by terms and are filed under such headings as npJ.>earances,
imparlances, trials, judicinls, appeals, recognizances, respited recog­
nizances, petitions, references, presentments, attachments, and in­
solvents' papers. Each paper bears the number of the case for 
the term una usually some indication of the action taken at that. 
stage of the case. Circuit court docket books (130 vols.) list the 
CIISCS for en.ch term under the headings given above, furnish sum­
maries of the status of the cases nt each t et·m, supply cross ref­
erences to the numbers of papers relating to the same case at both 
preceding and subsequent terms of the court, and list the witnesses 
and court costs. They arc indexed, but in general only by the 
names of the defendants. Until the estnblislunent of the criminal 
court the docket books contain separate criminal dockets. Circuit 
court minute bool(s (36 vols.) present the daily record of proceed­
ings, including notations of licenses, appointments, and nnturali-' 
zations. Three volumes contain transcripts of records of cases 
in chancery before the circuit court for the periods 1816-36, 
1852-58, and J anunry 1861. There is also a single docket book 
listing cases in admiralty and prize law thnt came before th~ 
district court from about 1857 to 1863. Beginning in 1861, tho. book 
enumerates a Jon~ list of prize cases resulting from captures by 
the Potomac Flotilla and the South Atlantic Squadron. 

The present court has retained all its records since its estab­
lishment ns the supreme court in 1863 and also the judgment 
indexes and equity dockets of the circuit court and the dockets 
and minutes of the criminal court. Records of these courts sitting
in Alexandria County are in the custody of the clerk of Arlington
County, Va. 

These records contain material for political scientists and for his­
torians interested in general, social, economic, local, legal, and 
judicial history. Biographers likewise will find matter of use 
to them, ns many of the Nation's lending lawyers and statesmen 
had at one time or another intimate contact with these courts. 
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The information regarding suc1l subjects ns naturalization and local 
appointments will be of interest to genealogists. The United States 
made extensive use of the circuit court to settle accounting questions 
in which its own officers or former office111 were defendants. The 
court WtlS also used for mandamus proceedings against depa_rtment 
heads, us in Kendall v. U.S. emrcl. Stokes. 

See Wilhelmus B. Bryan, A Hi8tory of the National Capital
(New York, 1914-16. 2 vols.); F . Regis Noel and Margaret Bemis 
Downing, Tlte Court Home of the District of Colunnbia (Wash· 
ington, 1919); Williu.m Cranch, Reporta of Case~J Civil and Crimi?Uz& 
in tlte United States Circuit Court for the District of Colwmbia 
from 1801 to 184r'(Boston and Washington, 1852. 6 vols.); and 
J . A. Hayward and G. C. Hazelton, Report of OWJes, Civil and. 
01iminal, Argued and Adjudged in the Circuit Oow·t of the Dis· 
trict of Columbia for the Oottnty of lVWJhington, 184/)-1863 
(Waslungton, 1892-95. 2 vols.). 

PRIVATE GIFTS 

Fifty-three units of film for motion pictures of scenes in Hawaii, 
in the Philippine I slands and in France taken in 1913, 1915, 
and 1917 by the late Clarence B. Miller, Member of Congress from 
:Minnesota-presented by Mrs. Miller. Representative Mtller made 
a trip to the Philippine I slands in 1913 "m the interest of public 
business" and another in 1915 ns u member of a. Congressional 
investi~uting committee, and in 1917 he served as a special invest.i­
gator for the 'Vur Department on the W:!stcrn front in Fmnce. 
Most of the pictures were taken in the Philippine Islands, and 
these include scenes depicting industries, United States Govet·n­
mcnt schools, the life of native tribes, and the activities of the 
investi~uting committee. Tho pictures taken in France depict 
Genct·nt Foch, Kin~ Albert and Queen Elizabeth of Belgium, 
marching troops, aviation stations, machine gunnel'S, cavalry, and 
fleeing refugees. 

Two units of projection positive film for motion pictures of incidents 
connected with a trip of n dele~ntion of Latin American diplomats 
to attend the Monroe Doctrine centennial in Los Angeles in July 
1923-presented by the Pun American Union. Scenes in 'Vash­
ington, Chicago, and Hollywood arc included. 

A set of 22 disks containing sound recordings of addresses and other 
proceedings on the occasion of the First National ·Defense Test 
Day, Septembet• 12, 1924-presented by the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., throu~h its president, Mr. Walter S. Gifford. The. 
proccedmgs took pluce in the office of the Secretary of 1Vnr 
m 'Vnshington, and among the voices recorded are those of Gen. 
,John J. Pershin~ and 1\faj. Gens. Charles G. Morton, Georae B. 
Dunctm, Robert L. Bullard·, Harry C. Hale, nncl Charles McKinley' 
Saltzman. 

Projection positive film for n. two-reel motion picture with sound 
entitled "Rhapsody in Steel"-presented by the Ford Motor Co., 
through Mr. H. E. Ely, of the Washington office of Electrical 
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Research Products, Inc. The picture, which was made for the 
company in 1934, depicts the process of manufacturing and 
assembhng a Ford motor co.r, and it is accompanied by symphonic 
music. 

A disk containing a sound recordin,. of an address entitled ''Our 
Federal ArchiYes", which was broaacast on November 25, 1935, by 
the Archivist of the United States over a network of the National 
Broadcasting Co. on a program sponsored by the W11Shington 
Evening Sta1'--presented by the Radio and Film :Methods Cm·po· 
ration, of Ne\v York. 

A projection positive film for a one-reel motion picture with sound 
entitled "Yesterday and Todny"-presented by the 'Vestern Elec­
tl·ic Co., through l\fr. H. E. Ely, of tho Washington office of 
Electrical Resenrch Products, Inc. The film, which was made for 
the company in 1936, is concerned with the progress of sound 
recording and reproduction from 1905 to 1936; lmd remarks of 
Thomas A. ·watson recorded in 1926 and 1931 are incorporated 
in it.II 

1 

l A "'talking book" consistin~ of 16 disks on which are recorded read· 1· 
ings by Representative Kent E. Ke1ler from his book, Prosperity 
Tlu·ough Em.ploJfment (New York, Harper & Bros., 1936)-pre­

I 	 sented by Mr. Keller. This is one of a series of tn1ldng books 
prepared by the American Foundation for the Blind and dis· 
tributed for the use of the blind through the Library of Congress. 

Two sets of two disks cnch containing sound rccordin~s of a program 
nl'ranged for a btmquct in 'Vushington on November 23, lt)36, in 
celebration of the centennial of the American patent system-ona 
presented by the Uniled States Recording Co. through Mr. R. J. 
Coar, manager, and tlm other by the Nntionat Committee in charge 
of the celebration, through Dr. Charles F. Kette1·ing, Chairman. . 

A disk containing a souud recording of nn address on "The Heart and 
Soul of the Constitution" delivered on November 25, 1936, by Rep· 

I resentntive Sol Bloom, Director General of the United Stutes
i Constitution Sesquicentennial Commission--presented by the 

United States Recording Co., through Mr. R. J. Conr, mnim~er. 

Two disks containing sound recordings of a program of the radio­
drama type brondctlSt over the Columbia Broadcasting System on 
November 28, 1930, in connection with the celebration of the cen­
tennial of the American patent system- presented by the Columbia 
Broadcasting Co., Inc. through the National Committee in charge. 
of the celebration. Tf1e program presented incidents in the lives 
of great inventors. 

A disk containing a sound recording of tho opening speeches by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and President A~nstin P. Justo, 
of the Republic of Argentina, at the Pan Americttn Pence Confer4 

ence at Buenos Aires, December 1, 1936-presented by Mr. Jesse 
Adler, of New York. The recording was done by the Radio and 
Film Methods Corpomtion. 
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Tlrree reels of projection positive film for motion pictures with sound 

of scenes in connection with the second inaugural of Franklin D. 

Roosevelt as President of the United States on J anuo.ry 20, 1937­
presentcd by Pathe News and Hearst Metrotone News, through the 

Inaugural Committee, Representative Robert L. Doughton, Vice 

Chairman, and by Fox Movietone News, through Arthur A. 

DeTitta, Washington representative. 

A disk containing a sound recordin~ of an interview given by Mrs. 
Sara D. Roosevelt, mother of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and 
broadcast over station WEAF in New York on January 30, 1937­
presented by the Radio and Film Methods Corporation, through 
Mr. Ralph Steinberg, president. 

1 INDEX 


Accessions, 10, 14, 15, 16, 18, 24, 28, 

35, 40, 50, 63, 106; recommendations 

for transfers, 8, 23, 27, 28, 34; pro­

cedure, 10, 23, 28, 42, 81; regula­

tions governing transfers, 10, 81; 

space released by transfers, 29; 

description, 111-168 


AcccBBions Division, 33; preliminary 

survey of archives, 7; report, 26-30 


Accounts and Deposits Office records, 

125 


Adler, Jesse, 16, 107 

Administrative divisions and sections, 


56-59 

Administrative Secretary: authenti ­


cation of documents, 49; report, 65; 

address, 90 


Administrative Secretary, Assistant, 

65 


Advisory Committee on Education by 

Radio, records, 135 


Agricultural Engineering Bureau rec­

ords, 140 


Agriculture Departmentrecords: trans­

ferred, 10, 11, 14, 16, 40; searched, 

48; s urveyed, 99; described, 140 


Agriculture Division records, 141 

Air conditioning of building, 24, 41, 60 

Air Corps records, 128 

Aircraft Production Bureau records, 


128 

Alaska Division records, 135 

American Commission to Negotiate


Peace, 39 

American Documentation Institut.e, 


26, 64, 69 

American Geographical Society, 30 

American Historical Association, 69, 74 

American Library Association, 37,64 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co., 


17, 166 

Andrews, Charles M., quoted, 5, 13 

Animal Industry Bureau records, 140 

Applications and Information Divi­

sion records, 160 

Appropriations, 2, 21, 581 801 93 

Arbaugh, Dorothy, 85 

Archival agencies: functions, 5; rela­


tions with, 33, 40, 41, 44, 46, 53, 64, 

70 


Archival economy, bibliography on, 53 

Archival Service, Director: report, 23­

26; articles, papers, and addresses, 

88 


Archival Service, ABBistant Director, 

23, 24, 66 


Archival Service, Second Assi&tant 

Director, 24 


Archives: definition, 4 ; principles in 

preservation, 5-7 


Archives, Federal (see also apecific 

subjects) : history of preservation, 

1, 3, 50; survey in D. C., 7, 26; 

condition, 7, 8, 27, 31, 95, 101- 105; 

quantit)' and nature, 8, 27, 93, 98­
101; WPA Survey, 8, 50, 51, 53, 

93- 110; descriptive inventory, 8, 51, 

95, 98, 1051 107, 108; guide, 50, 67; 

articles ana address on, 107, 167 


Archivist of the United States: powers 

and duties, 15, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 80, 

81, 82z..article, addresses, and paper,

86, 167 . 


Archivists society, 6, 64, 66, 69 

Arrangement of records, 13, 29, 33, 34, 


35, 36 

Association of American Geographers,


37 

Atlases. See Maps and charts. 

Auditorium, 41 , 59, 60, 83, 84 

Authentication of documents, 49, 66, 


74 


Bau~>r, G. Philip, 93 

Bibliographies compiled, 50, 53, 67, 68 

Blake, Nelson M., 85 

Bledsoe, E. Page, 24 

Blegen, Theodore C., 66 

Bloom, Sol, 17, 167 

Bookkeepinp; and Warrants D ivision 


records, 125 

Bradley, John G.: report, 4o-42; 


articles, addresses, and paper, 85 

Brauner, John .T. , 86 

Brooks, Philip C., 6!l, 86 

Buck, Solon J., 14, 24, 51; report, 


66-70; addresses and papers, 86 

Building. See National Archives 


Buildinp;. 

"Bulletins" of The National Archives, 


66 


Cabinet maker, 57, 60 

Calendar, 1\fcreness, 68 

Cataloging Dh·ision, 14, 18, 37, 42, 


62; report, 44-47 

Celler, Emanuel, 54 

Census Bureau records, 141 

Central Files Division, 58, 59 

Charts. See Maps and charts. 

Chief Clerk's Office, State Depart­


ment, records, 115 

Circuit Court for the District of 


Columbia, records, 164-166 


169 
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Circulars of The National Archives, 66 
Civil Service Commission: records, 11, 

35; Personnel Classification Divi­
sion, 57 

Civil War records, 30, 100, 101 
Civil Works Administrn.tion records, 

102, 103, 107 
Civilian Conservation Corps records: 

transferred, 11; snrveyed, 26; cus­
tody, 35; searched, 48; described, 
157 

Claims Division records, 129 
ClBSBification Division, 14, 18, 37, 46, 

111i report, 42- 44 
Cleamng of records, 11- 13, 30 
Cos.r, R. J ., 167 
Coast and Geodetic Survey: records, 

14, 14~ histories of explorations, 38 
Colden, vharles J ., 66 
Columbia Broadcasting Co., Inc.• Hl7 
Commerce Department Archives Divi­

sion (sec also Department Archives 
Divisions), 3, 13, 34; report, 3.'i 

Commerce Department records: trans­
ferred, 10, 11, 14; surveyed, 26; 
custody, 35; searched, 48; described, 
141- 147 

Commodity Credit Corporation
records, 26 

Communications and Records Divi­
sion records, 116 

Congress (sec also House of Represent­

atives, Legisln.tion, a711l Senate): re­

ports and hearings on useless papers,

9, 6_6; service to members, 49j report 

of .National Historical Publications 

Commission, 68 


Connor, R. D. W. Sec Archivist of 

the United States. 


Conser\'lltion and Administration of 
the Public Domain Committee, • 
records: transferred, 11, 14, 39; 
described, 155 

"Constellation", U. S. ship, logbook 
exhibited, 65 

Constitution: address on, 17, 167• 
e:o.:hibit of amendments, (i5; proposed 
documentary publication, 68 

"Constitution", U. S. ship, logbook 
exhibited, 65 

"Constitution of the United States", 
mural, 3 

Copeland, Morris A., quoted, G 
Courts, Federal, records: surveyed, 26, 

99, 100, 101, 103, 104; dcst:riptive 
inventory, 51; described, 164- 160 

Covington, Caroline C., 58 
Credit Union, Federal, National Ar· 

chives EmployeCl'l' , 60 
Criminal Court for the District of 

Columbia, records, 1G~Hiti 
Currency Redemption Division rec­

ords, 128 
Customs A_ppeals Court, records 26 
Customs Service records: surveyed, 

99, 101; described, 126 

Danish West Indies records: surveyed 
and transferred, 50, 95, 107; de­
scribed, 139 

Darter, Lewis J ., Jr., 93 
"Declaration of Independence", mural, 

3 
Department Archives Divisions (see 

al11o Commerce, Justice, ar~~l State 
Department Archives Divisions), 13, 
25, 46, 49, 60, 111 

Department Methods Committee rcc~ 
ords, 149 

Depositories of Federal archives: sur~ 
vcys, 7, 8, 27, 41, 90; conditions, 7, 
8, 11, 27, 31, 101- 105; photographs
of, 17, 61 

DeTitta, Arthur A., 168 
Dickinson, John, 55 
Disbursement Division records, 126 
Disposition of Executive Papers Com­

mittee, House, 66 
District Court of the United States for 

the District of Columbia, records: 
transferred, 10, 11; custody , 35; de­
scribed, 164-166 

Dockery-Cockerell Commission rec­
ords, 149 

Documents, authentication, 49, 66, 74 
Doughton, Hobert L., 10, 168 
Douglas, .JesseS., 87, 94 
Drewry, Elizabeth n., 50, 87 
Drug and Related Plants Division 

records, 140 

Dunbar, William, 37 


Economy and Efficiency CommiBBion 
records: transferred, 11; surveyed,
20; described, 140 

Education Office records, 135 
Electric Home and Farm Authority 

records, 26 
Elcl'trical Rescnreh Products, Ino., 

106, 167 
Ely, H. E., 166, 107 
Emergency Conservation Work rec­

ords: transferred, 11; surveyed, 26; 
custody, 35; searched, 48; described, 
157 

Employees' Compensation Commis­
sion records, 20 

Engineering Bureau records, 131 
Equipment, 59, 60; stacks, 2, 2·1, 29; 

mo.ps and charts, 1•1, 30; motion 
pictures and sound rceorrlings, 15, 
41, 61; photographs of, 17; photo­
graphs, Htill, 18, 62, 63, 64; repair 
and preservation, 30, 31 ; duplicat­
ing, 63 

Equipment Bureau records, 131 
Estate Tnx Division records, J27 
Executive Officer, 24; report, 56-60 
Executive orders: copies furnished, 

49, 56; selcct.ion of orders relating to 
Federal n~tencicq, 51, 07 

Exhibition Hall, 59, 65, 67 

Expenditures and obligations: National 
Archives, 2, 21, 49, 57, 58; WPA 
Survey, 93 

Export-Import Bank of Washington, 
records; searched, 48; described, 161 

Extension Service records, 140 

Farm Credit Administration records, 
26 

Faulkner, Barry, 3, 65, 67 
Federal agencies: 6tudies of history, 

organization, and functions, 14, 18, 
43, 40, 51, 67; bibliographies on, 50, 
53,67 

Federal Communications Commission 
record~, 26 

Federal Coordinator (or Industrial 
Cooperation, records, 26 

Federal Coordinator of Transporta­
tion, records, 26 

Federal Credit Union, National Ar­
chives Employees', 60 

Federal Deposit lnsuranco Corporation 
recorda: transferred, 11; surveyed, 
26; described, 157 • 

Federal Emergency Administration of 
Public Works: allotment for exten ­
sion, 2; records, 26 

Federal Emergency Relief Adminis· 
tration records, 102, 103, 107 

Federal Fire Council, 32, 41, 51, 64 
Federal Housing Administration rec­

ords: transferred, 11, 16; surveyed, 
26; described, 163 

Federal Power Commission rco,.ords, 26 
Federal Register, 20, 58; A~ and 

amendment, 21, 54, 75--80; codifica­
tion of rules and regulations in force, 
21, 54, 79; Division report, 54--56 

Federal Surplus Commodities Cor­
poration records, 26 

Film, motion-picture: surveys, 8, 27, 
40, 95, 100; accessions, 15, 16, 29, 40, 
42, 16ft-168; preservation and stor­
age, 15, 40, 41, 74; equipment, 15, 
41, 59, GO; reproduction, 15, 80; 
received for inspection, 16, 29, 40; 
service, 16, 40, 41, 83; co.taloging, 
19, 42, 45· classification, 42 

Filmf still. Sec Photographs, still. 
Finn tcc and Accounts Division, 58 
Finding mediums. Sec Guides, In­

dexes, and Inventories. 
Fine Arts Commission records, 26 
Fires in Government buildings, study, 

51 
Fiscal affairs: National Archives, 2, 21, 

49, 57, 58; WPA Survey, 93 
Fisheries Bureau records, 143 
F!attenin,~t of records, 12, 30 
Flippin, Percy S., 50 
Flood-damaged records, rehabilita­

tion, 31 
rood Administration records, 14, 16, 

53, 111; classified, 18, 42; cataloged, 
19, 45; described, 38, 150-153; arti ­
cles on, 43; 15'carehed, 48 

Ford Motor Co., 166 

Foreign and Domestic Commerce 
Bureau records, 144 

Foreign Trade Statistics Division rec­
ords, 144 


Forker, Harry M ., 3, 58 

Fo:x: Movictonc News, 16, 168 

Franklin, W. Neil, 87 

Freeman, Thomas, 37 

Fumigation of records, 12, 30 


General Accounting Office, 57 
General Land Office records: surveyed 

100, 107· described, 136 
Geological Survey records, 39, 137-139 
Gifford, Walter S., 166 
Gifts: motion pictures and sound re­

cordings, 15, 10, 42, 166-168; 
library matorial, 51, 52 

Glenn, Bess, 87 
Government E stablishments at the 

National Capital, Joint CommiMion 
on, records, 149 

Government Printing Office, 58, 63; 
Superintendent of Documents, 25, 
51; relations with Federal Register, 
55, 75, 76, 77, 78 

Grain Corporation records: clBSBified, 
18, 42; described, 15G-153 

Gre[{ory, Carl Louis, 94 
Guide service, 58 
Guides: Federal archiveff, 50, 67; 

recorda in National Archives, 68, 
111- 168 

Hnmer, Philip M.: reports, 51- 53, 03­
110; addresses and papers, 87 

Harris , Colina G., 24; report, 56- 60 
Hayden Survey records, 137- 131) 
Hayes, Rutherford B., 1, 2 
Henrst Metrotone News, 16, 168 
Hill, Dorothv J ., 87 
Bill, Roscoe ·n.: report, 42-44; article, 

•addreSB, and book reviews, 87 
Historical Adviser's Office records, 

117-121 
Historical Records Survey, 108 
Home Owners' Loan Corporation 

records, 26 
House of Representatives: records, 26, 

29; committees, 49, 66 
Housing Corporation records, 147 
Hull, Cordell, quoted, 7 
Hunter, George, 37 
Hyde, Dorsoy W., Jr. : report, 23-26; 

articles, papers, and addresses, 88 
Hydrographic Office records, 135 

Inaugural Committee, 16, 168 
Indexes: reproduced, 17, 46, 61; com­

piled, 33, 46; surveyed, 46 
Inspection Division records, 133 
Interior Department records: trans­

ferred, 10, 11; described, 135-139 
Internal Revenue Bureau records, 127 
International Conferences Division 

records, 121 
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Interstate Commerce Commission rec­
ords, 162 

Inventories: descriptive, 8, 51, 95, 
98, 105, 107, 108; "identification" 
10, 82, 111 

Irvine, Dallas D., 88 

Jefferson, Thomas, 37 
Jenkinson, Hilary, quoted, 4, 5 
Joerg, W . L. G.: appointment, 3; 

report, 36-40; articles and book re­
view 88 

Joint Commission for the Completion 
of the Washington Monument, rec­
ords, 148 

Joint Commission on Government 
Establishments at the National 
Capital, records, 140 

Justice Department: records trans­
ferred, 10, 11 35; records de· 
scribed, 129; refations with Federal 
Register, 21, 55, 77, 79 

Justice Department Archives Divi­
sion (see also Department Archives 
Divisions), 3, 13, 23; report, 34 

Justo, Agustin P., 16, 167 

Keep Committee records, 149 
Keller, l{ent E., 17, 167 
Kennedy, Bernard R .: report, 54-56; 

addresses, 88 
Kentucky, flood-damoged records, 31 
J{ettering, Charles F ., 167 
Kimberly, Arthur E. : report, 3G-33; 

publication ond paper, 89 
l{ing Survey records, 137-139 
l{obl, Johann Georg, 38 
I{ooker, Arthur R., 94 · 

Lobor Commissioner records, 162 
Labor Department records, 147 
LoFuze, G. Leighton, 89 
Lond Office recorda: surveyed, 100, 

107; described, 136 
Larson, Horold, 50, 05 
Low clerk, 57 
Leavitt, Arthur B., 35 
Legislation: Nationol Archives Act, 

73-75; Federal Register Act and 
amendment, 21, 54, 75-80; appro­
prio.tione, 2, 21, 80 ; reproduction of 
photographic records , 15, 80; uaeless 
papers, 66 

Lcwinson, Paul, 89 
Libro.ry Division, 19, 62, 68, 03; report, 

51-53 
Library of CongrC81 : cardll micro­

filmed, 17t..61, 62 ; Maps Divi11ion, 40 
Lighthouse uureau records , 144 
Lokke, Corl L., 44, 89 

McAlister, Frank D.: appointment, 3; 
report, 34 

McCain, Wllliam D., 43, 89 
McCarrell, David K., 93 

McDonald, Angus B., 89 
Mail section, 58 
Maps and charts: Division, 3, 14, 23, 

36-40,60;surveyed, 100 
Marine Inspection and Navigation

Bureau records, 145-147 
Maritime Commission records, 26 
Meany, EdmondS., 43, 89 
Meat Inspection Division records, 140 
Mediation and Conciliation Board rec­

ords, 33, 162 
Medicine and Surgery Bureau records, 

132 
Mereness, Newton D., 68 
Messenger and transportation service, 

58 
Microfilming: projects, 17, 61, 68; re­

acarch on archival applications, 29, 
64; space for processmg, 60 

Military Affairs Committee, Senate, 39 
Miller, Clarence B., 166 
MisceUaneous Tax unit records, 127 
Mississippi River Commission records 

100 
Morris, Richard B., 107 
Motioh Pictures and Sound Recordings 

Division, 45, 59, 60, 63, 94; report,
40-42 

Motion Pictures Office records, 140 
Murals, 3, 59, 65, 67 

National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics, records, 26 

National Archives Act, 73-75 
National Archives Association, GO 
National Archives Building: progress 

of construction, 1, 59; appropria­
tions, 2; extension, 2, 59, 60; storage 
capacity, 2, 13, 59, 60; protective 
system, 2, 13, 59; photographs, 17, 
61, 65; air conditioning, 24, 41, 60; 
visitors, 65; circular on, 67; custody 
and control, 73 

National Archives Council, 10, 73, 74, 
75,81 

National Archives Employees' Federal· 
Credit Union, 60 

National Bonk Redemption Agency 
recorda, 128 

National Bituminous Coal Commis­
sion recorde, 26 • 

National Bureau of Standards, rela­
tions wit h, 12, 15, 17, 40, 61 

National Capital Park and Planning 
Commiaaion records, 26 

National Commission on Law Observ­
ance and Enforcement, records: sur­
veyed, 26; studied, 33; custody, 34; 
described, 154 

National Committee on Centennial 
Celebration of the American Patent 
System, 167 

National Defense Test Day, sound 
recordin~~:s of ceremonies, 17, 166 

National Emergency Council records: 
transferred, 11, 35 ; surveyed, 26; 
described, 160 

National Historical Publications Com­
mission, 68, 74, 75 

National Labor Board record8: in­
dexed, 46; searched, 48; described, 
163 

National Labor Relations Board rec­
ords: transferred, 11; surveyed, 26; 
indexed, 46; searched, 48; described, 
163 

National Mediation Board records: 
surveyed, 26; described, 162 

National Park Service, 29, 59 
National Power Policy Committee 

records, 26 
National Recovery Administrotion rec­

ords: scorched, 48, 49; described, 
158-160 

National Research Council, 40 
National Resources Committee rcc· 

ords, 26 
National War Labor Board records: 

searched, 48; described, 147 
Naval Intelligence Division records, 

134 
Naval Operations Office recorde, 133 
Naval Records and Library Office rec­

ords, 134 
Navigation Bureau, Commerce De­

partment, records, 145-147 
Navigation Bureau, Navy Depart­

ment, records, 134 
Navy Department records: trans­

ferred, 10, 11; custody, 18, 35; clas­
sified, 18, 43; surveyed, 26; searched, 
48, 49; exhibited, 65; described, 131­
135 

Negatives, motion-picture. S ec F ilm, 
motion-picture. 

Negatives, still-picture. Sea Photo­
graphs, stiU. 

Obligation11 and expenditures: Na­
tional Archives, 2, 21, 40, 57, 58; 
WPA Survey, 93 

Operations Division records, 140 
Organization and activities , bulletin 

on,66 
Owen, Thomas M., Jr.: report, 26-30; 

articles and addrcsaes, 90 

Page, Thad: authentication of docu­
ment&, 49; report, 65· address, 90 

Pan American Peace Conference, 16, 
167 

Pan American Union, 166 
Paramount Pictures, 65 
Patent system centennial, sound re­

cordings of celebration, 167 
Pathe News , Inc., 16, 108 
Pay Roll, 57 
Peace Conuni88ion, American, 30 
Pension Committees, Congressional,

49 
Pension records. Se~ Veterans' Ad· 

ministration records 

Personnel: National Archives, 3, 57, 
58; WPA Survey, 93-95, 06-98, 108, 
109 

Personnel and Business Administra­
tion Office records, 140 

Personnel and Pay RoU Division, 57 
Photogra(>hic Reproduction and Re­

seo.rcb Division, 17, 45, 46, 53, 59, 
60, 67; report, 61- 65 

Photo!p'aphs, still (3ee al3o Film, 
motiOn-picture) : surveys, 8, 27, 95, 
100; accessions, 18, 29, 63; preserva­
tion and storage, 18, 00, 63; equip­
ment, 18, 63; cataloging, 45; re­
production, 63, 80 

Photostats of records, 17, 48, 49, 56, 
61, 62 

Plant Jndustry Bureau records, 140 
Post Office Department records: trans­

ferred, 10, 11; studied, 34; surveyed, 
O!J, 102; described, 130 

Powell Survey records, 137-139 
"'\Preservation: of motion-picture film, 

15, 40, 41, 74; of still photographs, 
18, 60, 63 

Preservation and Repair Division, 
11-13, 25, 30-33. 59 

President's Commission on Economy 
and Efficiency, records: transferred, 
11; surveyed, 26; described, 149 

Press, relations with , 65 
Preston, James D ., 65 
Price, Marcus W. , 23, 24, 66 
Printing nnd binding, 63; Division, 3, 

58; appropriations, 21, 22, 80 
Prison Industries Reorganization Ad­

ministration records, 26 
Proclamations, Presideutial, copies

furnished, 49, 56 
Procurement Divis ion, relations with, 

2, 59 
Protective system, 2, 13, 59 
Public Debt Service records, 127 
Public Lands Commission records: 

transferred, 11, 14, 3!J; described, 
155 

Public relations, 65 
Public Roads Bureau records, 14 
Public Works Administration: allot-

m ent for extension 2; records, 20 
Public Works Branch, Procurement 

Division, relations with, 2, 59 
Publications (ace al1o Federal Regis­

ter) : Director, 14, 24, 51, 66- 70, 
86; Government, 19, 25, 511 52, 68; 
pay roll, 58; National Arcluves, 66; 
Commission 68, 74, 75 

Puerto Rico Reconstruction Admin­
istration records, 27 

Purchase and Supply Division, 52, 57 

Radio and Film Methods Corporation,
16, 167, 168 

Railroad Administration records, 34; 
transferred, 11; surveyed, 27; in­
dexed, 33; searched, 48; described, 
153 
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Railroad Division records, 136 
Railroad Labor Board records, 34, 162 
Railroad Retirement Board records, 27 
Railroad Wages and Working Condi­

tions Board records, 33 
Receipts, National Archives, 21, 49 
Receiving room, 10, 24, 59 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation 

records, 27 
Records. See spcdfic subjects. 
Reference Division, 14, 24, 38, 46, 56, 

66, 68 83, 107, 111; report, 47-50 
Regional directors, WPA Survey, 94 
Regulations: transfers of records, 10, 

81; usc of records, 20, 47, 67, 83; 
codification by Government agen­
cies, 21, 54, 79· Federal Register, 55; 
temporary withdrawal of records, 84 

Repair and Preservation Division, 
11- 13, 25, 59; report, 30-33 

Repairing of records, 11-13, 14, 31, 41 
Reports on records: preliminary, 14, 

33, 36; unit, 29 
Reproduction of records: effect of 

lamination on reproductions, 12; 
photographic records, 15, 80; repro­
ductions furnished, 17, 48, 49, 56, 
61, 62, 66, 83; authorized, 74 

Research: on history of preservation of 
Federal archives, 3, 50; on history, 
organi:oz:ation, and functions of Fed­
eral agencies, 14, 18, 43, 49, 51, 67; 
on applications of photography to 
documentation, 17, 63; on classifica­
tion problems, 18, 43; on archival 
applications of microphotography,
29, 64; on preservation and storage 
of film, 40, 41; on bibliographies, 50, 
53, 67; on fires in Government 
buildings, 51 

Research and Publication Division 
records, 122- 125 

Research Division, 53, 67; report, 50 
Resettlement Administration records, 

27 
Riepma, Scars F., 94 
Roosevelt, Franklin D.: motion pic­

tures of inauguration, 16, 40, 168; 
sound recordings of address, 16, 167 

Roosevelt, Sara Delano 16, 168 
Rural Electrification Administration 

records, 27 
Russell, John R.: report, 44-47; 

article, paper, and addresses, 90 
Russell, Nelson Vance: report 47-50; 

paper, 90 

Santo Domingo, Military Governor, 
records, 133 

Schellenberg, Theodore R., 91, 93 
Schuylkill Arsenal, survey and trans­

fer of records from, 106 
Science and Research Division records, 

128 
Seal, National Archives, 74 
Search rooms, 20, 4 7, 52, 53, 59, 83, 84 

Securities and Exchange Commission 
records, 27 

Senate Committee on Pensions, 49 
Senate files: transferred, 10, 11, 14, 

29; surveyed, 26, 20; custody, 34; 
described, 39, 112-115; searched, 
48, 49; exhibited, 65; microfilm of 
calendar, 67 

Series, archival: "identification" re­
ports, 33, 35, 111; determination, 
42; as cataloging unit, 44, 45 

Servicing of records, 14, 17, 20, 34, 
35, 47-49, 56; maps and charts, 
14, 38; motion pictures and sound 
recordings, 16, 40, 41, 83; regulations 
governing usc, 20, 47, 67, 83 

Setser, Vernon G., Ill 
Shipman, Fred W., 33 
Simmons, .Tohn F., Ill 
Smithsonian Institution records, 27 
Social Security Board records: trans­

ferred, 11, 16, 40; surveyed, 27; 
described, 1114 

Society of American Archivists, 6, 
64, 66, 69 

Sound recording, motion picture on 
progress of, 167 

Sound recordings: surveys, 8, 27, 40, 
95, 100; accessions, 15, 16, 29, 40, 
42, 166-168; preservation and stor­
age, 15, 74; equipment, 15, 41; 
reproduction, 15, 80; service, 16, 
40, 41, 83; cataloging, 19, 42, 45; 
classification, 42 

Space Control Division, relations with, 
29 

Special Adviser to the President on 
Foreign Trade, records: searched, 
48; described, 161 

Special Mexican Claims Commission 
records, 27 

Stacks: protective system, 2, 13, 59; 
space for documents, 2, 13, 59, 60; 
equipment, 2, 14, 24, 29, 36, 5!l, 60; 
arrangement of records, 13, 29, 33, 
34, 35, 36; allocation of space, 13, 
35, 113; air conditioning, 24 

Staff committees, 15, 24, 29 
State Department Archives Division 

(see also Department Archives Divi­
sions), 3, 13; report, 33 

State Department records: transferred, 
10, 11, 16, 40; custody, 34; searched, 
48; exhibited, 65; described, 115-125 

Steamboat Inspection Service records, 
145-147 

Stcinburg, Ralph, 168 
Stenographic pool, 58 
Sugar ECJuahzation Board records,

15Q-153 
Superintendent of Documents, rela­

tions with, 25, 51 
Supervising Architect's Office, rela-­

tions with, 24 
Supreme Court records, 26, 29 
Surveyor General's office, 39 

Surveys: Federal archives in D. C., 7, 
26; WPA Survey, 8, 50, 51, 53, 
!!3-110; paper sizes of records, 241
29; Government IJuildings, 32; Gov­
ernment film depositories, 40, 41; in­
dexes to records, 411; Government 
historical publications, 118 

Taft Commission on Economy a.nd 

Efficiency, recorda: transferred, 11; 

6\lrvcyed, 26; deecribcd, 140 


Tate, Vernon D.: report, 61-65; 
address, papers, and book review, 91 


Tax Appeals Board records , 27 

Telephone switchboard, 59 

Tennesece Valley Authority records,


27 

Territorial courts, records found by


WPA Survey, 103 

Territories and Island Possessions 


Divieion records, 130 
Topographical Engineers Bureau, 39 
Town8end, N. A., 55 
Transfers of records, 10, 14, 15, 16, 18, 

24, 28, 35, 40, 50, 63, 106; rccom­
mcndation6 for transfers, 8, 23, 27, 
28, 34; procedure, 10, 23, 28, 42, 81; 
regulations governing transfers, 10, 
81; photographs of, 17, 61; space 
released by transfers, 2!!; dc..,cription
of records transferred, 111-168 

Transportation service, 58 
Treasurer's Office records, 128 
Treasury Buildings Office records, 128 
Treasury Department records (sell also 

Procurement Division): transferred, 
10, 11, 16;surveyed,27,99;custody,
35; searched, 48; described, 125-128 

United States Recording Co., 167 
Useless papers, 9, 23, 25, 66, 75 

0 

Van Schreeven, William J., 43 
Veterans' Administration records: 

index microfilmed , 17, 46, 61; 
claBtJified, 18, 43; custody, 33; 
searched, 34, 47, 48, 49 ; described, 
155-157 

Virgin Island records: surveyed and 
transferred, 50, 05, 107; dcscriiJed,
139 

Visitors, 42, 47, 65 

War Department records: transferred, 

10, 11, 18, 106; surveyed, 27, 99; 

descri!Ded, 39, 128 


War ~IJor Admini6tration records,
147 


War Labor Policies Board record6, 147 

WushinJtton National Monument 


Society records, 148 

Wenther Bureau records: indexed, 33; 


described, 141 
Welfare room, 57 
Western Electric Co. , 167 
Wheat Director records, 150-153 
Wheeler Sun·cy records, 137-139 
'Wickersham Commission records: sur­

veyed, 26; studied, 33 ; custody, 34; 
des• ribed, 154 

WiAh, Harvey, 107 
Withdrawal of records, temporary,

49, 84 
Works Progress Administration: Sur­

vey of Federal Archives, 8, 50, 51, 
53, 93-110; ~cords surveyed, 90, 
102, 103, 107; Historical Records 
Survey, 108 

World Power Confe~nce records, 40 
Wright, Almon R., 43, 01 
Wright, Irene A., 91 

i 
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A..rmual R eports 
First Annual Report of the Archivist of the United States for the 

Fiscal Year Ending J nne 30, 1935. 1936. 00 p. (Publication 
No.1.) 

Second Annual R eport of the Archivist of the United States for 
the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1D36. 1936. 109 p. (Publica­
tion No.5.) 

Bulletins 
No. 1. The National Archives of the United States. November 

1936, 13 p. (Publication No, 3.) 
No.2. The Conference of Archivists at Chattanooga, December 28, 

1935 ; Problems of American Archivist!.~, by Theodore C. Blegen.
November 1936. 10 p. (Publication No.4.) 

Oirculara 
No. 1. The National Archives of the United States. September

1936. [8 p.] (Publication No.2.) 
No. 2. Rules and Regulations for the Use of Records. December 

16, 1936. [4 p.J (Publication No. 6.) 
No. 3. The Murals in The National Archives, Barry Faulkner,

Artist. April 1937. [8 p.] (Publication No. 7.) 

DIVISION OF THE FEDERAL REGISTER 

Federal Register. Vol. 1, March 14-December 31, 1936, nos. 1-206. 
2619 p., monthly, quarterly, o.nd annual indexes. [Daily edition.] 

FederafRegister. Vol. 1, March 14-December 31, 1936, in 2 pts. 2411 
p. [Permanent edition.] 

Federal Register. Vol. 2, January 1, 1937+, nos. 1 +, monthly and 
quarterly indexes. [Daily edition.] 

Regulations prescribed by the Administrative Committe.e of tl1e 
Federal Register, and approved by the President, pursuant to the 
authority contained in Section 6 of the Federal Register Act (49 
Stat. 500); and related material. March 2, 1936. 1936. 29 p.
[Publication No. FR 1.] 

Same. March 11, 1936. 1936. 4-7 p. (Publication No. FR 2.) 
Regulations prescribed by the Admimstrntive Committee of the 

Federal Register with the approval of the President, pursuant to 
the authority contained in Section 6 of the Federal Reg:ister Act 
(49 Stat. 500) ; documents required to be filed with the D1vision of 

. the 	Federal Register under Section 5 (a) and 5 (b) of the Act; 
nnd related material. J anunry 1937. 1937. 51 p. (Publication
No. FR 3.) 
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