
FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OF Tim 

ARCHIVIST 

OF THE UNITED STATES 


1937-1938 



r 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

• 

FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

ARCHIVIST 


OF THE UNITED STATES 


• 

For the Fiscal Year Ending June 30 

1938 

SolJTII PoRn<.o or TilE XATIOXAI, Aucnn'Es BGILDI:\0 

UNITED STATES 


GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 


WASHINOTON : 1!13!1 




~ 

PUBLICATION No. 10 


\ I 

CONTENTS 
PIP 


Officers and staff • • . . . . . . v 

Letter of transmittal. • . • • . • • . vii 

Report of tho Archivist, 1937-38 . . . 1 


The National Archives Bulldlng. . . 1 

Organization • • • . . • . • . 2 

Personnel . . . • . • . . . . . 3 

Surveys of Federal archives • • . • . . . . . . . 7 

Appraisal and disposal of records . • . . • . 9 

Accessions • . • • . • • • • . . • . . .. . . 10 

Diminutions . . . . • • . . • . . • . . 14 

Cleaning, repair, and preservation. . . . . • . . • 14 

Arrangement, administration, and supervision of records. 16 

Maps and atlases • • . • . • • • • . . . . 18 

Motion pictures and sound recordings • . . . 19 

Photographic processes and still pictures . . 22 

Classification • • . . . . • . . . . . 24 

Cataloging • • • . . . • . . . . • . . 26 

Service on records . • • . • . . . . • 26 

Other services • . • • • . . 30 

Publications . . . • • • • . • . • • . . 31 

N atiooal Historical Publica tiona Commission . 34 

Administrative activities. . • . • • • • • • • • . 35 


Appendixes . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • . • • • • • • . 39 

I. Extract from the Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1939 . 41 


II. 	Accessions of The National Archives during the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1938 . • • • . . • . • . . • • • • • • • • . . . 42 


III. 	Books and articles published, papers read, and addresses dellv~ 


ered by members of the National Archives staff durlng the 

year ending June 30, 1938 • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • 53 


IV. 	Report on the work of the Survey of Federal Archives for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1938. • • . . . . • . 62 


Index • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . 65 


m 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

South portico of the National Archives Building 
Maryland Hall of Records, Annapolis • • . . . 
!Ulnoia State Archives Building, Springfield. . . 
Stack areas ln the National Archives Building ... 
Oaths of allegiance of officers at Valley Forge, 1778 . 
Treaty of alliance with France, 1778. • • . . • • . 
Treaty of peace with Great Britain, 1783. • • • . . . • • . . . 
French exchange copy of the Louisiana Purchase agreement, 1803. 
British exchange copy or the Hay-Pauncefote treaty, 1001 • 
Last messages from Custer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cheyenne and Arapahoe Agency, Indian Territory, 1878 • . 
Hay's proposal of the "open-door" policy, 1899. • • • • . 
Cargo, mail, and passenger report of the Graf Zeppelin, 1929. 

lV 

I 

Pare 
Frontispiece 

30 
30 
31 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
38 
39 

OFFICERS AND STAFF 

(As ot December 1, 1938) 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 

R . D. W. CoNNou-ArchiYist ot the United States. 

DonsEY ,V. HYDE, Jr.- Directot· of .A.rchlvnl Sel'vlce. 

f'oLLAs G. HAnats-E:s:ecuth·c Officer. 

THAD PAGE-.A.dmlnistrntlvc Secretory. 

SOLON J. n v cK- Dlrector of PnhllcnUons. 

l\[Anous W. PJUCE-Assistnut Director of Archlml SerYic£'. 

JA:&lES D. Pusro:-;-.Ass is tnnt Administrntlve Secretury. 

1\IAU.JORT B. TEltnELL-Secrctury to tlle Archivist. 


PROFESSIONAL DIVISIONS 

Repair a11d Preaervat iOil-Arthur E. Kimberly, Chief. 

Lcgialatlve Archive.t-Frnnk D. McAlister, Acting Chief. 

State Department ArcllivcB-Fred W. Shipmn.n, Chief. 

Trea11ury Departmm1t AI'Cliive.t-Wcstel n. Willoughby, Chief. 

lVar DepartmCIIt Arcllives-Dnllns D. Irvine, Chief. 

Jtt3tice Department Arcltivc.t-Frnnk D. McAlister, Chief. 

Post OfTU'e Department Arc1tive8-Frunk D. blcAllster, Acting Cblet. 

Navy DepartmCIIt Arehlvea-Nelson M. Blake, Chief. 

/utcrior DepartmCIIt Archives- Oih·er W. Holmes, Chief. 

.Agrl!:ttltttre DepartmCIIt Arcldvell-Tbeodore R. Schellenberg, Chief. 

Commerce Department Arc/lives-Arthur B. Lc!nYltt, Chief. 

Labor D epartment Arelii1,e11-Pnul Lewlnson, Chief. 

Vct crana' Admini11tralio11 Ardlive.t-Thomns 1\[. Owen, Jt·., Chief. 

lt1dependent Agm1ciea Arcltlvea-Percy S. Flippin, Chief. 

A£ap11 and Oltarts-W. L. G. Joerg, Chief. 

Motioll Pictures and So11nd Recordings-John G. Brudley, Chief. 

Plwtographic Arcl1lves and R eRcarclt-Yernon D. Tate, ( .'hlel. 

('la/JBiflcation-Roscoe n. Hill, Chief. 

Oataloglug- John n. Russell, Chief. 

Reference-Philip M. Hamer. Chief. 

Federal R cglstcr-Bernnrd R. Kennedy, Director. 


ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISIONS 

Pt~rcltaae and Bupply-Frnnk P. Wilson, Chief. 
Pcraolmel and Pay Roll-Isnnc :1\Icfirldc, Chief. 
Fi11ance a11d Accounts-Allen F. Jones, Chief. 
Printing a11d Procc11aing-Hnrry M. Forker, Chief. 
Central Filea-VIrginln l\l. Wolfe, Chief. ., 



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

THE NATIONAL AncrnVES, 

WfUihington, D. 0., November 15, 1938. 

To the Omzgress of the United States: 
In compliance with the provision of section 9 of the National 

Archives Act, approved June 19, 1934 (48 Stat. 1122-1124), I have 
the honor to submit the fourth annual report of the Archivist of the 
United States, covering the fiscal year ending June 30, 1938. 

Respectfully, 
R. D. W. Coxxon, Archivist. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

The Archivist of the United States is required by the National 
Archives Act (48 Stat. 1122-1124) to make to Congress "at the begin. 
ning of each regular session, a report for the preceding fiscal year 
as to the National Archives, the said report including a detailed 
statement of all accessions and of all Teceipts and expenditures on 
account of the said establishment." In compliance with this provision 
of the law, the following report is submitted for the fiscal year end· 
ing June 30, 1938. 

The structural completion of the National Archives Building dur· 
ing the fiscal year 1937 and the subsequent progress in the installa· 
tion of filing equipment were reflected in an increase in all the 
activities of The National Archives during the fiscal year 1938. For 
the first time in its brief history, The National Archives was able to 
announce to other Government agencies that the capacity of its 
available filing equipment exceeded the volume of the records in its 
custody and that it was prepared, therefore, to consider large-scale 
transfers of records. The response was immediate and at times al· 
most overwhelming. As records poured into the building and flowed 
through the regular channels on their wny to the stacks, expansion 
of all activities naturally resulted. This expansion extended first to 
the custodial units, afterwards to those units concerned with making 
the records available for use. Here and t11ere as the records followed 
their prescribed course, points were observed where the flow could 
be facilitated by organizational changes and the redistribution of 
certain functions. The end of the year found The National Archives 
not only caring for and giving service on the records then in its cus­
tody but also ready to receive and assimilate those likely to be offered 
to it in the fiscal year just ~thead. 

THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES BUILDING 

On June 30, 1937, stack areas in the National Archives Building 
containing 2i2,432 cubic feet of document area were ready for use. 
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1938, additional stack areas 
containing 480,315 cubic feet of document area were fully equipped, 
while others containing 163,818 cubic feet of document area were 
partially equipped and made available for restricted use. Thus at 
the close of the year, a total of 916,565 cubic feet of document area, 
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or 45 percent of the total storage space in the building, had been pt·o · 
vided with filing equipment. 

Other important. steps included the equipment of labomtories for 
treating motion-picture films; the installation of specially designed 
film~storage cabinets and shelves in the motion· picture film mults ; 
ihe setting up of nn additional fumiga ting chamber, mnde necessnry 
by the increased intake of records; and the beginning of the operntion 
t•f the automatic bnrg!ar and fire alarm systems in certain areas. 

ORGANIZATION 

Incrensecl experience and expansion of fucilities brought in their 
wake n number of changes in the internal organization of The Na­
tional Archives. The first step, which was made necessary by the 
increased archival int~tke, \vas the creation of new custodial divi­
sions. At the beginning of the fiscal year there were five such divi­
sions in operation : State, Commerce, and Justice Department Ar­
chives, 1\Iotion Pictures nnd Sound Recordings, nnd Maps and 
Charts. During the year 11 others were established in the fol­
lowing order: T1·ensury Department Archives, August 16, 1937; Wn.r 
Department Archives, October 14, 1937; Post Office, Navy, Interior, 
Agriculture, and Labor Department Archives, and Independent 
Agencies Archh•cs, No.1, January 3, 1938; and Legislative Archives, 
Independent Agencies· Archives, and Photographic Archives and 
Research, .June 1, 1938. On the latter date the designn.tion of the 
Division of Independent Agencies Archives, No. 1 wns chanl!ed to 
Division of Veterans' Administration Archives. 

As these new professional divisions were set up certain functional 
reallocntions beenme clcsirnble; in some instances, these changes modi­
fied the duties of existing professional divisions and in others re­
duced the duties of certttin dh·isions to a point where the advan­
tage of their continued maintenance WI\.S subject to question. Ac­
cordingly, on February 1 the Division of the Library wns abolished 
nnd the mnintennnce of the library wns made a function of the 
Division of Reference, while the task of cataloging for the library 
wns nssigned to the Division of Ctttaloging. At the same time the 
special examiners, who were charged witl1 the appraisal of papers 
reported to the Archivist for disposal as being without administra­
tive ''alue or historical interest, were transferred from the Office of 
the Director of Archival Service to the Division of Accessions. On 
.Tune 1, the Division of Research wns abolished and its functions 
were reallocated to the Office of the Director of Publications and 
the Divisions of Department Archives. On the same date, in order 
to fncilitnte services to other Government agencies, the several Divi­
sions of Department Archives were authorized to receive reference 

PERSONNEL 

calls directly froni the departments and agencies whose records were 
in their custody instead of through the Division of Reference. 

Similar organizational and functional changes were effected in 
certain of the administrative offices and divisions. On February 15, 
a Statistical Unit was estn.blished in the Office of the Administra­
tive Secretary for the purpose of accumulating, centralizing, and 
tabulating statistical data relating to the activities of The National 
Archives. On June 1, the Divisions of Photographic Reproduction 
and Research and of Printing nnd Binding were abolished and their 
functions were reallocated to a new professional Division of Photo­
graphic Archives and Research and a new administrative Division 
of Printing and Processing. At the snme time a Building and 
Grounds Section was created. 

PERSONNEL 

The changes made in organization were necessarily reflected by 
shifts in personnel. The following appointments of heads of divi­
sions and sections were made during the year: 

Treasu1"1J Department ArcMves.-Westel R. Willoughby, Chief, 
qualified August 16, 1937. 

War Department .Archivea.-Dallns D. Irvine, designated as Act­
ing Chief, October 14, 1937; qualified as Chief, January 1, 1938. 

Independent Agencies Archives, No. 1.-Thomas M. Owen, Jr., 
Chief, qualified January 3, 1938. 

Post Office Department A ·rcMves.-Frank D. McAlister, desig­
nated as Acting Chief (in addition to duties as Chief of the Division 
of Justice Department Archives), January 3, 1938. 

Navy Department Arohives.-Nelson M. Blake, designated as Act­
ing Chief, January 3, 1938; qualified as Chief, June 1, 1938. 

Interior Department; Archivea.-Westel R. Willoughby, designated 
as Acting Chief (in addition to duties as Chief of the Division of 
Treasury Depn.rtment Archives), J a.nuary 3, 1038 ; Oliver W. Holmes, 
Chief, qualified June 1, 1938. 

Agriculture Department .Archivea.-Theodore R. Schellenberg, 
designated as Acting Chief, January 3, 1938; qualified as Chief, June 
1, 1938. 

Labl»' Department Archives.-Paul Lewinson, designated as Act­
ing Chief, January 3, 1938; qualified as Chief, June 1, 1938. 

Vetertm8' Administration Archives (formerlly Independent Agen­
cies Archives, No. 1).-Thomas M. Owen, Jr., Chief, qualified June 
1, 1938. 

Acceasions.-Marcus W. Price, designated as Acting Chief (in ad­
dition to duties ns Assistant Director of Archival Service), January 
3, 1938; Philip M. Hamer, Chief, qualified February 1, 1938. 



5 FOUHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF ARCHIVIST4 

Independent .Age-rwies .Archive8.-Percy S. Flippin, Chief, quali­
fied June 1, 1938. 

Legiilative .Archives.-Frank D. ;McAlister, designated as Acting 
Chief (in addition to duties as Chief of the Division of Justice 
Department Archives), June 1, 1938. 

Photographia A1·chives and Research.-Vernon D. Tate, designated 
as Acting Chief, June 1, 1938. 

Printing and Processing.-Harry M. Forker, designated as Acting 
Chief, June 1, 1938. 

Bwilding and Groun.c/8 Section.-Rnlph R. Williams, designated 
as Acting Chief, June 11 1938. 

The number of persons employed in The National Archives at the 
beginning of tJ1e fiscal year 1038 was 249. During the year there 
were 104 new appointments and 34 separations; the net increase, 
therefore, was 70. The number employed as of June 30 was 319. 

An important development in connection with the personnel of 
The National Archives during the fiscal year was the authorization 
for the extension of civil-service status to its employees. The Na­
tional Archives Act required the Archivist to appoint aU employees 
"solely with reference to their fitness for their particular duties 
and without regard to civil-service law," except those with a. salary 
of $5,000 or over, who were appointed by the President subject to 
confirmation by the Senate. The Federal Register Act provided for 
a Director of the Division of the Federal Register to be appointed 
by ilie President, who was authorized to fix his salary, not to e::s:ceed 
$5,000 a year. The Seventy-fifth Congress inserted in the Inde­
pendent Offices Appropriation Act for the fiscal year 1939, which was 
signed by the President on May 23, 1938, the following provision : 

Provided further, That six months after the dnte of npproml of this Act, 
notwithstanding any provisions to the contrary in section 2 of The National 
Archives Act, approved June 19, 1034, nnd section 1 of the Federal Register Act, 
approved July 26, 1935, all persons employed in The National Archives establish­
ment under section 2 of The Nntionnl Archives Act nnd section 1 of the Federal 
Register Act shall be appointed by the Archivist in accordance with the clvll­
servlce laws and tlJC ClassUI.catlon Act of 1923, ns amended: And provided 
(urt11er, That all persons employed under section 2 of The National Archives Act 
and section 1 of the Federal Register Act in said establishment six months 
after the date of approval of this Act, rcgnrdicss of the method by which they 
were appointed, who do not imve n competitive clnssltled clvil·servlce status sbnll 
acquire such a status (1) upon recommendation by the Archivist and certl1lca­
Uon by him to the Civll Sel'\'fce Commission that such persons have rendered 
satisfactory service in said establishment for not less than six months and (2) 
upon passing such suitable noncompetitive tests ns the Civil Service Commission 
shall prescribe. 

Thus November 23, 1938, was established as the date on which the 
Archivist might first certify employees to the Civil Service Commis­
sion for coverage into ilie civil service. 

PERSONNEL 

It may not be umiss nt this time to mal~e some note of the character 
of the personnel that has been obtained by appointing employees 
"solely with reference to fitness for their particular duties." Al­
though academic achievements ca1mot be fully accept11d as criteria for 
the determination of ability, particularly in the ,case of the ad­
ministrative personnel, it is nevertheless significant that of the 319 
employees on the staff of The National Archives at the close of the 
fiscal year no less than 160 held bachelor's degrees, 73 master's de­
grees, and 32 the degree of doctor of philosophy. Moreover, many of 
the employees do not regard their education as finished when they 
join the staff. The records show that, during the fiscal year 1938, 
68 members of the staff were increasing their qualifications for 
archival work by attendance at local professional schools, colleges, 
nnd universities. 

Another indication of the professional character of the staff of The 
National Archives will be found in appendix III of this report, which 
lists the books and articles published, the papers rend, and the ad­
dresses given by members of the staff during the fiscal year 1938. 
Many staff members attended and participated in meetings of learned 
nnd professional organizations interested in the work of The Na­
tional Archives, such as the Society of American Archivists, the 
American Historical Association, the American Library Association, 
the American Bar Association, the American Geophysical Union, the 
American Philosophical Society, the American Political Science As­
sociation, the Association of American Geographers, the Geographi­
cal Society of America, the Inter-American Bibliographical and 
Library Association, the Society of Motion Picture Engineers, 
and regional or specialized organizations of the same classes. Mem­
bers of the staff were also associated with various agencies organized 
to facilitate research, including the National Research Council, the 
Social Science Research Council, the American Documentation Insti­
tute, and tJ1e Public Affairs Information Service. Tl1e activities of 
staff members in these bodies have not been lfutited to attendance at 
meetings; many of tJ1em have been elected or appointed to important 
offices in such organizations. 

Members of the staff have been especially active in the affairs of 
the Society of American Archivists, a national organization designed 
to promote sound principles of archival economy and to stimulate 
cooperation among archivists. This body was formed in December 
1936 and by the close of the fiscal year 1938 had acquired a mem­
bership of nearly three hundred, including many State archivists, 
officials of the Survey of Federal Archives and the Historical Records 
SurYey of the Works Progress Administration, and custodians of 
library and private collections of manuscripts. The society held its 
first annual meeting in Washington and used the auditorium in the 
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National Archives Building for several of its sessions. Members of 
the society from all parts of the country saw The National Archives 
in operation and heard several of its staff explain its work or rend 
papers on archival problems. Seventy-nine staff members had as 
individuals become members of the society before the end of the fiscal 
year 1938. The secretary and another member of the council of the 
society were chosen from The National Archives. Because their con­
nection with The National Archives gave them significnnt positions 
in the development of archival knowledge, staff members were ap­
pointed to all but one of the committees of the society and to the 
chairmanship of those on terminology, the reduction of archival ma­
terial, maps and charts, business archives, and motion pictmes and 
sound recordings. 

Members of the stnft' have been recognized in other significant 
ways. One has been sent twice to Central and South American coun­
tries, once by a Government agency to promote Latin American par­
ticipation in the Third World Power Conference l1eld in Washing­
ton in 1936 and once to advance the interests of the Greater Texas 
and Pan American Exposition in Dallas in 1937. Another was com­
missioned by the Secretary of State as one of the two American offi­
cial delegates to the Eighth International Congress for Historical 
Sciences, called to meet at Zurich, Switzerland, in August and Sep­
tember 1938, and as Chairman of the American Delegation to the Four­
teenth International Conference on Documentation, called to meet at 
Oxford, England, in September 1938. A final means of evaluating 
the staff will be found in the positions that members of the staff have 
resigned to accept. One left to become Archivist of the Stnte of Mis­
sissippi, which has long pioneered in archival economy; another was 
appointed head of the department of history and political science at 
Carleton College; others left to accept teaching positions at such 
institutions as the University of Maryland, tl1e John B. Stetson Uni­
versity, and the Hill School; another was appointed to a responsible 
position in the Brooklyn Public Library ; nnd others took better 
paying positions in the Government service. 

A beginning has been made in informal in-service training of em­
ployees by the holding of conferences from time to time and by 
the making nvailable to them of pertinent literature in archival econ­
omy. APJ time goes on a more formal program and course of study 
will be evolved to meet the needs of the future. Moreover, every 
job in the organization is regarded as a training ground for a higher 
job, thus enabling the staff to be developed from within by the pro· 
motion of deserving employees. During tl1e year covered by this 
report, 117 employees received promotions to higher grades and the 
status of 42 others within their grades was improved by transfer. 
The use of low-salaried positions for in-service training for higher-

SURVEYS OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 

salaried positions is peculiarly adapted to the needs of a new organi­
zation and is well illustrated by the promotion of eight of the deputy 
examiners to positions of cbiefs of divisions. Their work as deputy 
examiners hnd familiarized them with the records and archival prac­
tices o£ the several agencies whose records they had surveyed and 
thus had put them in line for promotion to positions of chiefs of 
Divisions of Department Arcl1ives as they were created. 

Finally, outside the organization, more general interest in the 
training of archivists is being promoted by Columbia University, 
which has appointed the Director of Publications of The National 
Archives as visiting professor of archives administration. During 
the academic year 1938-39 he will conduct a class on "Archives and 
Historical Manuscripts'' every Saturday morning in New York City 
and will sene as adviser to graduate students preparing themselves 
for archival work. A limited number of students who have taken 
this work at Columbia or have otherwise acquired n suitable prepara­
tion will be offered opportunities for advanced study of archival 
problems nnd urchivnl administration nt The National Archives. 

SURVEYS OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 

As has been pointed out in previous annual reports, one of the 
chief obstacles that confronted The National Archives when it ,.,.as 
established in 1934 was the lack of knowledge concerning the records 
with which it would have to deal. To remove this obstacle a survey 
was begun in May 1935 to ascertain the volume of the Federal records 
in the District of Columbia and its vicinity nnd to obtain information 
about the depositories in which they were stored, the state of their 
preservation and arrangement, the hazards to which they were ex­
posed, the impediments to work in the depositories, and, as far tlS 

possible, the volume that would probably be transferred from timu 
to time to The National Archives. A fe,v of the records were sur­
veyed during the fiscal yenr 1935; the bulk of those remaining wero 
surveyed in 1936; still others were surveyed in 1937 ns time could 
be spared from the more pressing duty of supervising the transfer 
of records; and the survey was brought virtually to completion in 
1938, nt the end of which year only the records of a few offices in the 
Tre11sury and Interior Departments and of certain independent 
agencies remained unexamined. 

The survey has disclosed the existence in 6,492 depositories or 
rooms of approximately i,699,561 cubic feet of paper records, 
17,737,879 running feet of motion-picture film, 2,346,598 still-picture 
negatives, and 5,495 sound recordings. More than a third of all 
records surveyed were found to be exposed to danger from fire; nearly 
half to damage from dust, grit, and filth; and smaller proportions to 
dnmnge from rain, excessive sunlight, theft, mold, vermin, and other 
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hazards. Approximately half of the records surveyed could not 
readily be used because of inaccessibility, poor lighting, lack of venti­
lation, inadequato equipment, or disorderly arrangement. Many 
were so badly worn by constant use or so weakened by age or other 
causes that they could not be used without danger of further dnmnge. 
Deputy examiners who conducted the survey on behalf of the 
Archivist were required to consider such conditions as well as 
permanent vnlue and infrequency of use for administrative purposes 
in recommending records for transfer to The National Arcllives. Of 
the 2,699,561 cubic feet of records surveyed, the deputy examiners 
lutxe estimated that 1,201,142 cubic feet should be considered for 
transfer. Because of the unique nature of this preliminary survey 
nnd because of its unusual value to those concerned with Federal 
archi\'es for either administration or research, the data nssembled 
by the deputy examiners are being compressed into summary reports 
on the records of each Government agency surveyed, which will be 
made available to members of the staff and others who may have 
occasion to consult them. 

The survey conducted by The National Archives was confined to 
Federal records in depositories in the District of Columbia. In 1936, 
the Works Progress Administration, at tl1e request and with the co­
operating sponsorship of The National Archives, launched a project 
for a Survey of Federal Archives elsewhere in the United States. 
This Survey ns a Works Progress Administration Federal project 
went out of existence on June 30, 1937, but its program l1as been 
cnrried on by the Historical Records Survey, nlso under the Works 
Progress Administration, by State projects, and by members of the 
staff of The National Archives. The surveying of small quantities 
of l'('Cords in 10 States during tlle past fiscal year practically con­
cluded the first phase of the undertaking, which was to compile inven­
tories of Federal records ou;tside the District of Columbia. In 
addition to more detailed information, these inventories were to 
contain dnta similar to those obtained in the preliminary survey made 
by The National Archives within the District. By June 30, 1938, 
the Survey hnd revealed about five million linear feet of records in 
G<?vernment field offices and in storage throughout the United States. 

Most of the efFort of those continuing the work of the Survey dur­
ing the year, however, was spent on the second phase of the under­
taking, the preparation from the inventories of a descriptive publica­
tion lmown ns the l'TIIVentoMJ of Federal Archives in the States. To 
the end of the fiscal year preliminary editorial work had been done 
on the inventories of about 70 percent of the material surveyed. A 
more complete account of the work, as well as descriptions of special 
projects undertaken, is contained in the report of Dr. Philip M. 
Hamer, National Director of the Survey during its existence ns n 

APPRAISAL A:>;D DISPOSAL OF HECOHDS 

separate project, who is now supervising the work as Associate N a­
tionnl Director of the Historical Records Survey in charge of the 
111!Ventory of F ederal Archives in the States. His report is printed 
ns appendix IV to this report. 

APPRAISAL AND DISPOSAL OF RECORDS 

Many of the records created by Federal agencies are without value 
soon after their original purpose has been served, and it is vitally 
important to prevent their taking up space either in other agencies 
of the Government or in The National Archives. The problem they 
present is urgent because of the rapid accumulation of large quanti­
tics of routine records. At the same time this problelll must be solved 
in such a manner as to avoid the destruction of records possessing 
administrative value to the agency creating them, usefulness to other 
Government agencies, or interest to historians, economists, sociologists, 
statisticians, political scientists, or other students. Legally, no agency 
may destroy or otherwise dispose of public records without the author­
ization of Congress. That authorization is obtained by the agencies 
submitting to the Archivist lists and descriptions of records believed 
to be useless and by his transmitting to Congress, with the approval 
of the National Archives Council, lists of snch of them as appear, 
o.fte1· careful examination and apprn.isnl, to hu\'e no further value. 

In the face of an ever increasing rnte of accumulation of Govern­
ment record~, it has been necessary to expedite the process of elimi­
nating those without permnnent value and to further the develop­
ment of policies for the determination of the types of records to be 
preserved. That the former bns been accomplished is reflected in 
the statistics for 1038. There were 21,079 items on disposnl lists 
awaiting appraisal at the end of the fiscal year 1937. To these were 
ndded 10,809 reported to the Archi\'ist by the ngencics in 1938, 
three-fourths of them from offices outside of 'Vnshington. Of the 
total of 31,888 items thus at l1and, 25,424 were nctcd upon during 
the year, as compared with 3,327 ncted upon in the year 1937. This 
left pending at the close of the yenr only 6,464: items, less than a 
third of the number pending a year before. Not ull the items ap­
pearing on lists submitted by the agencies nre actunlly found to be 
useless, although 97 percent of those acted upon in the fiscal year 
were reported to Congress by the Archivist for disposal. The re­
maining 3 percent consisted of 170 items withdrawn by the agencies 
that had submitted them because some use had subsequently been 
found for them and of 438 others recommended for retention by the 
Archivist because they appeared to possess value for other agencies 
of the Government or for research. 

108029-89--2 
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One factor in the more expeditious handling of mnterinl dul'ing 
1938 wns the simplificntion of procedure both within The N ationn.l 
Archives and on the pnrt of the agencies submitting lists. The 
work of the special examiners, originally charged with the function 
of appraisal, wns merged with thn.t of the Accessions Division ns 
already noted, and plnns were made for transferring the work of 
both to the respective Divisions of Department Archives, which will 
provide for the concentration of knowledge concerning the records 
of each agency in o. single division. Revised nnd clarified forms 
were drawn up for the use of agencies in listing the items to be 
reported to the Archivist. In any agency there nrc many forms 
used throughout all offices, and plans were mnde for reporting on 
the same Jist by form number or title nil such material for all offices. 
Special procedures were developed for the solution of unique prob­
lems presented by the proposed disposal of Census of U ncmployment 
records nnd of confidential papers of the Wnr Department. 

Even more important than simplificntion of procedure, however, 
hns been the growth of a body of knowledge about the records of the 
Government. In the first 2 years of this appraisal work, detailed 
analysis of all records listed was necessary in order to determine their 
original purposes 11ml possible value, but by the fiscal year 1938 
sufficient data had been compiled regarding highly routine types 
of records so that they could be cleared from the lists promptly, 
ullowing concentration of attention on the borderline cases or series 
of probable value. Information on authorizations for disposal given 
in the past is useful both as precedent for the appraiser tmd ns 
reference data for the searcher. The compilation and indexing of 
Congressional reports on lists of records authorized for disposal was 
continued during the fiscal year to meet these needs. 

ACCESSIONS 

The ability of The National Archives to receive and care for any 
considerable body of records before the beginning of the fiscal year 
1938 had been limited by the fact that only slightly more tlmn 10 
percent of the stornge space in the building hnd been equipped. As 
new storage areas were being steadily completed, however, and as 
about 45 percent of the 11.reo. to be used for record storage was ex­
pected to be ready for use by the end of the fiscal year 1938, the 
Archivist on January 28, 1937, notified all Government agencies that 
he was prepared to consider recommendations for the transfer of 
archival material in accordance with the regulations established by 
the National Archives Council. Under these regulations, the head of 
the agency recommending the transfer of records in its custody 
must :furnish the Archivist with "a descriptive list of such archives 
or records," which thereupon become subject to requisition by the 

ACCESSIONS 

Archivist. A stttff committee appointed by the Archivist studies 
each Jist, determines whether the records listed fall within the classes 
the Archivist is authorized by the National Archives Council t o 
requisition for transfer,1 and recommends the acceptance or rejection 
of the material. If the Archivist determines to accept the records, he 
prepares a requisition for them nnd attaches to it an identification 
inventory of the material. 'When this identification inventory hus 
been agreed to and signed by representatives of the agency concerned 
nud of the Archivist, the records covered by it are delivered into the 
custody of the Archivist. 

So rapid was the accumulation of agency trans fer requests in 
response to the Archivist's notice thllt it became neccssury to establish 
a priority list for the records approved for tra nsfer. In the compila­
tion of this list, which greatly facilitated the transfer and storage of 
records, due consideration was given by the Archivist and his ad ­
visers to such matters us the conditions of stornge , the cost to the 
Go\'ernment of the storage space occupied, tmd the value of the 
records. But even records recommended for early transfer on these 
bases were sometimes displaced on the list to permit certain emer­
gency tr!l-nsfers. Among these were the removal, at the urgent re. 
quest of the Navy Department, of all records stored at the Naval 
Torpedo Station in Alexandria, Va., and at the Naval Magazine at 
Bellevue, D. C., and the emergency mo,·ing of the old records of the 
Office of Indian Affairs in order to make sp uce in the North Interior 
Building for the expanding activities of the Works Progress Admin ­
istration. No little thought und manipulation we1·e required to allo­
cate the equipped storage space within the National Archives Build­
ing to the custodial units having the most urgent need for it, and yet 
to store tl1e records in such a manner as to entail the least shifting 
of them after filing equipment is installed tlu·oughout the building. 

Approximately 48,u09 cubic feet of records, exclusive of motion 
pictures and sound recordings, were trllnsferred to the custody of tlm 
Archivist during 1938, as comp11red. with 29,911 cubic feet in the 
preceding year, an increase of G2 percent. The 97 sepnrate accessions 

• I . .Any archives or recor(Js (u) which the heacl or the agency in custody or 
them mny deem not to be necessary for usc in the conduct of the regular 
current bnslness of snld agency; (b) which he may consider to be ln such 
pbyslcal condition that they cannot be uFcd without danger of damage to them ; 
and (c) for which, In his opinion, he Is unable to pro,·ide adequate or safe 
storage. 

II. Any archives or records of any Federal agency that bas gone out of 
existence unless Its functions l1nYe been transferred to the agency wblch bas 
custody of Its records. 

III. Any other archives or rccorlls which the Nntlon nl Archives Council by 
speclal resolution, or which the bend or the agency In custody of them for 
speclnl reasons, mny authorize to be transterred to Tile Nntlonnl Archives. 
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included records of 9 executive departments, the United Stutes Sen­
ate, the United States District Court for the Eastern District of North 
Carolina, and 16 independent agencies. The gt·eatest qunntity re­
ceived from uny one agency of the Government wns 9,518 cubic feet 
from the Navy Department. Then followed, in order of quantity, 
records of the Interior Department, 8,895 cubic feet; of the State De­
partment, 7,1l47 cubic feet; and of the Maritime Commission, 5,761 
cubic feet. From the point of Yiew of their administrative and re­
search mlue, particular mention should be made of the acquisition of 
practically all the records of the Department of State for the period. 
prior to 1906, most of the records of the Office of Indian Affairs of the 
Department of the Interior down to 1921, virtually all the records of 
the Depattment of Justice prior to 1906 thnt had not previously been 
received: nnd all extant records of the Coal Commission, the Fuel 
.Administration, the 'Yar Industries Board, the Council of National 
Defense, nnd the Committee on Public Informntion. In addition, ar­
rangements wet·e completed for the transfer of some 25,000 cubic feet­
of valuable material from the Old Records Division of the 'Vnr De­
partment, of which 109 cubic :feet hnd been received by the end of the 
fiscal year. A brief description of all records received during the year 
is printed as appendix II of this report. 

The volume of nll accessions made during the fiscal year covered by 
this report and the total volume of material in the custody of the Ar­
chivist of the United Stutes on June 30, 1938, nre shown in the follow­
ing table nccording to the sources from which they were dmwn: 

Statistical s11111tna1·v of acccsslona 

Total to 
Fiscal year I Juoe 30,Sources 11138, 1Q38, 
cubic feet cubic teet • 

Congress , ......•. s 3,683 
United States Senate. 3 3,533 

&cculivc dcpartmenla • • • 37, 160 6t,fS7 
Department of State . 7,947 9, 196 
Department of the Treasury. 3,557 7,115 
Department of War. • . 822 817 
Department oF Justice .. 2,016 2,889 
Post Office Department. . 636 

!),518Department of the Navy . 12,467 
Department of the Interior 8,8!)5 10, 781 
Department of Agricul~ure 3,337 4,240 
Department of Commerce. 2!)2 13,330 
Department of Labor. 766 766 

ACCESSIONS 

Statistical summary of acccssiotiB- Contlnue<l 

Sourcts Fl!cnl rear
IQ38, 

cubic feet 

T otal to IJune 30,
11138, 

cubic feet 1 

Indcpcndcnl agencies • • • 

Civilian Conservation Corps. 
Coal Commission. . . . . . . • . . . . • 
Conservation and Administration of the Public Dom.o.in 

Committee ••.......• 
Emergency Conservation Work 
E;'(port-Import Bank of Washington • 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation . 
Federal Fuel Distributor . . . . • 
Fine Arts Commission 
Food Administration . 
Fuel Administration 
Indian Commissioners Board. 
Industrial Commission 
Maritime Commission. 
National Commission on Law Observance and Enforce­

ment. 
National Emergency Council. 
National Labor Relations Board. 
National Mediation Board. 
National Recovery Administration . 
National War Labor Board . • 
President's Emergency Committee for Employment and 

President's Organization on Unemployment Relief. 
President's Commission on Economy and Efficiency • 
Railroad Administration . . • . • • . . • 
Tariff Commission . • . • . . . . . 
Veterans' Administration • 
War Industries Board, Council of National Defense, and 

Committee on Public Information . • . . . 
Washington National Monument Society .• 

Judiciary •.•. . • . ..•. • •• 
District Court of the U. S. for till.' District of Columbia . 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia • • . • . 
U. S. District Court for the Eastern District of N.C . 

11, 148 

100 
245 

1 
46 
40 

1, 551 
3 

5, 761 

8 

25 

267 

20 
130 

2, !)51 

6 

6 

70, 4ft 
100 
245 

6 
72 
9 0 
90 

1 
46 

16, 5!)3 
1, 545 

3 
1 

5, 761 

139 
213 
124 

1, 421 
3, 500 

115 

261 
123 

2, 439 
20 

34, 547 

2, !)51 
15 

164 
44 

114 
6 

48,307 136, 3 55 
Maps and atlases ' . • • • . . . . • • 184 249 
Motion-picture film and sound recordings 2 40 85 
Still pictures ' • . • • • . • 

Total •• 

18 54 

48, 549 1 136, 743 

I Leas diminutions. a Less diminutions. 
2 For sources from which received, see tables on pages 19, 21, and 23. 
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In addition to the material actually received there were 48,912 
cubic feet of pnpet· records and 964,303 running feet of film npproved 
for trnnsfer and 8,554 cubic feet of records offered but not yet 
approved for transfer. 

DIMINUTIONS 

Not only did the accessions of The Nntional Archives increase 
during the fiscal yenr 1938 but the quantity of the records leaving the 
building for one rcnson or another also showed a marked increase. 
These diminutions amounted to 995 cubic feet of records, represent­
ing nearly a 200 percent incrense O\'er the 1937 figures . Some of 
these records were returned to the agency of origin in cases when 
material hnd been transferred to The National Archives by mistake; 
others were withdrawn permanently by the agency of origin because 
of the ncth·it.y of the records or for various other reasons. Other 
diminutions were brought about as the result of study by members 
of the National Archives staff of records previously received. Such 
studies disclosed unused envelopes, paper, and other surplus stock 
umong many groups of records; these items were authorized for 
disposal by the agency of origin. OccasionalJy files were found to 
contain copies of printed public documents; these, with the permis. 
sion of the agency concerned, were disposed of in accordance with 
law. Forms, duplicate items, and other materinlless obviously of the 
sort usually recommended for disposal by the Archivist were also 
uncO\'ered as the studies continued, and, with the concurrence of the 
ngency involved, were recommended to Congress for disposal as 
described in the section above on the appmisal and disposal of rec­
ords. This "weeding" represents the beginning of a process that 
will e,·cntually become one of the most important services of The 
National Archives, namely, the remoYal of extraneous or valueless 
material from records transferred as having administrative value or 
historical interest. 

CLEANING, REPAIR, AND PRESERVATION 

Many of the records received by The National ArchiYes ure in. 
fested with various kinds of insects, vermin, and other agents de· 
structh·e to paper. To prevent the continuation of such conditions, 
all pnper records received in the National Archives Building are 
fumigated and cleaned before they are sent to the stacks. The large 
volume of records received during 1938 was necessarily reflected in 
this work during the year. A second vacuum·type fumigating vault, 
which, like the first, has n capacity of 300 cubic feet of records, was 
installed during the year, and the operation of the two vaults made 
possible the fumigating during' the year of 103,258 units of records, 

CLEANING, IlEPAIR, AND PRESERVATION 

ranging in size from n. single volume to a box weighing over half 
a ton. The units fumigated during the year were nearly three times 
grenter in number than those so treated during 1937. While the 
increase in the quantity of records cleaned by the ah··brushing equip· 
ment nnd technique dc\•eloped by The National Archives was not 
threefold, a 93 percent increase was achieved with no increase in 
personnel or equipment. A total of·142,155 units were cleaned during 
the fiscal year. 

One of the first tusks confronting the custodial units of The Na­
tional Archives on receiving shipments of records is to determine 
their stnte of preservation and to arrange for nece!!snry repairs. Al ­
rea<ly many millions of folded documents have been received that 
should be unfolded and flattened to prevent unnecessary wear. Al­
though sufficient personnel wus not available to set up a full.time 
unit for flattening records, 891,967 sheets were unfolded und flattened 
dul'ing the fiscal year 1938. This was an increase of 350 percent over 
the previous year. Practically all the material was processed on 
electrically operated mangles, three of which were in operation on 
June 30, 1938. The excellent results obtained on the wide variety of 
records handled indicates that the flattening procedure and equipment 
devised by The National Archives is eminently suitable for perma­
nent use. 

Documents in need of rehabilitation, which are very numerous, are 
' repaired chiefly by the lamination process, which iiiYolves COilting the 

paper on each side 'vith thin, transparent, cellulose acetnte foil ap­
plied under heat and pressure in a hydraulic press. This method 
was employed in reinforcing 14,401 sheets, nnd 84 sheets were treated 
by otl1er methods. Among those laminated were 12,366 sheets of 
en.rly Spanish land grants that hnd survived the San Francisco earth· 
quake and fire in so poor n state of preservation ns to prevent their 
use. After trc~ttment the most fragile specimens were sufficiently 
reinforced to permit handling, and many previously illegible pntres 
were readable. The National Archives occasionally performs similar 
sen·ices for othPr institutions at their expense and risk. For example, 
mold hnrl de,•eloped on the sillted pages of the first volume of the 
1·ecords of the town of Boston, Mass., covering the period 1G34-60, 
nnd 1mcl rendered many of them i11egib1e. The National Archives 
remoYed the silk and paste and laminated the stripped pages, thus 
indefinitely prolonging the useful life of this historical document. 
Similarly, 12 volumes of early records from St. Augustine. Fln.. 

' which were also in bad condition, were laminated nncl photostated, 
nnd it wns "found thnt the lamination process grentlv facilitated the 
photostatic opPrntion. Experiments nlso (lcmonstrnted thnt Jnmina ­
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tion, instead of interfering with the use of infrared and ultraviolet 
rays in photographing charred or faded documents, as had been 
claimed, nctunlly mukes the procedure more effective. Many bound 
volumes of records in The Nntionnl Archives nlso are in need of re­
1utbi1itntion, and 1,728 were repaired during the year. 

A rehabilitation project, wflich is being carried on with Works 
Progress Administration personnel, is the flattening, mounting, and 
indexing of the mnp collection of the Office of Indian Affairs, Depart­
ment of the Interior. This work hns been in progress since April in 
the National Archives Building under the cooperative technical super­
vision of the Dh•ision of Repair nnd Preservation, which directs 
the 15 persons nllocntcd to flattening and mounting the maps, nnd 
of the Division of 1\!nps nnd Charts, which has charge of the 5 per­
sons engaged in cnrd indexing. By June 30, 1938, over 15,000 maps 
had been unrolled and flattened, and of these nbout 650 had been re­
paired with silk gauze, nbout 600 had f>een mounted on cotton sheet­
ing, and some 2,000 had been cataloged. 

The preservation of the records in The National Archives is pro­
moted by the continuous operation of the air-conditioning system, 
which, is designed to maintain temperature nnd relative humidity at 
the optimum nnd to eliminate harmful dust and sulphur dioxide from 
the air supplied to tlie storage spaces. Periodic determinations of 
temperature and humidity and tests of the dust and sulphur dioxide 
content of the air are made to ascertain whether the air-conditioning 
system is functioning properly. 

ARRANGEMENT, ADMINISTRATION, AND SUPERVISION OF RECORDS 

After records of the usual types have been fumigated and cleaned, 
they are sent to the appropriate Division of Department Archives 
for permanent storage in one of its stack arens. Unbound material 
is then carefully transferred from the file cases, transfer cases, boxes, 
loose bundles, nnd other original containers into the specially con­
structed stack containers of The National Archives, nnd bound vol­
umes are placed on steel shelves. In this process the main object kept 
in view is the preservation of the original order of the records. All 
marks of identification found on the original containers are there­
fore carefully noted nnd all old labels are preserved or copied. In 
the course of this procedure the records are checked ngninst the iden­
tification inventories covering their transfer from the ngency of origin 
and obvious disarrangements so often found in older inactive groups 
of records nrc corrected, thus reproducing insofnr as possible the 
original order and arrangement of the papers. 

ADlliNISTRATION OF RECOHDS 

On the completion of this process, preliminary reports, which list 
the material according to groups and subgroups of records, are pre­
pared; for each group of records the general character, periods cov­
ered, quantity, nnd method of arrangement nrc listed, and any dis­
crepancies between these data and corresponding information on 
the identification inventories are indicated. After the series to which 
the various papers ot· volumes belong have been determined, identi­
fication of series reports are compiled, which indicate the character, 
inclusive dates, form nnd size, arrangement, and quantity of the m:n.­
terial in·each series. Brief histories of the records nnd of the offices 
or divisions in which they originated are added to these reports 
whenever possible, and the location of the records in the stack areas 
is noted. The preparation of these reports necessarily involves study 
of the history, functions, administration, and organization of the 
agency and the subdivision from which the records were received, 
ns well as examination of the documents themselves. 

Some of the older groups of records have been listed in various 
standard guides to the Federal archives and have since, in numerous 
instances, been rearranged by th~ former custodial agencies. " 1hen 
such records are brought into The National Archh•cs careful check­
ing is done in order to petmit easy cross reference between the guides 
nnd the records as they are now arranged. With the assistance of 
the Division of Cataloging, indexes to the records are copied from 
those retained by agencies of origin or are compiled when this would 
measurably facilitate the use of the material. 

Each of the Divisions of Department Archives has the custodial 
responsibility for the records in its stack areas. It inspects them 
frequently and reports those that need to be cleaned, repaired, or 
reinforced; it opet·ates the protective systems against fire and theft; 
and it keeps accurate records of all material withdrawn from and 
returned to its custody. But these divisions are more than custodial 
units. In addition to preparing the Yarious reports already men­
tioned, they must render service on the records in their custody upon 
requisition of the Division of Reference and must be prepared to 
furnish infot•mation concerning them to investigat ors. This refer­
ence function was broadened just before the close of the fiscal year 
to permit each division to extend direct ser vice to the Government 
agencies whose records it holds. At the same t ime the divisions were 
notified that, beginning with the new year, they would be given 
certain functions previously vested in the Division of Accessions, 
including the making of surveys, recommendations for transfer, and 
identification inventories of archival material offered for accession; 
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the appraisal of papers listed by Government agencies for disposal; 
and the recommending for disposal of tl1ose that seem to luwe no 
administrative value or historical interest. 

MAPS AND ATLASES 

Certain classes of archival material, among them maps and 
geographical charts, present problems differing in many respects 
from those presented by other types of records. Different filing 
equipment aml different methods of repair and reinforcement are 
required by the vnrying sizes of these items, and a specially qualified 
staff is essential to care for them and to assist persons who would 
mnke use of them. For this purpose, therefore, a separate custodial 
division was set up in The National Archives during the previous 
fiscal year. 

To the 2,807 archival maps and 73 atlases acquired during the 
previous year were added 7,459 maps and 90 atlases, bringing the total 
of the collection on June 30, 1938, to 10,266 maps (7,750 different 
maps, and 2,!i16 duplicates) and 163 atlases (117 different atlases and 
46 duplicates). An outstanding group in this collection is that from 
the State Department. Among these are the original authenticated 
maps relating to the territorial clauses in treaties to which the United 
States has been a party and the maps resulting from the boundary 
surveys often prescribed by those treaties. Of the famous Mitchell 
map of 1755 of the British Dominions in North America, for example, 
which 'l"aS the map used in the pence negotiations that terminated 
the American Revolution, there n.re six complete copies, including the 
Steuben-Webster copy, famous for its role in the Webster-Ashburton 
t.reaty negotiations. Col. Lawrence :Martin of the Library of Con­
gress has characterized this map as "without serious doubt .. . the 
most important map in American history." There are also maps in 
this group that form an integral part of treaties and other diplomatic 
documents, such ns the Disturnell map of Mexico, with Trist's signa­
ture, accompanying the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo that termi­
nated the Mexican War. Noteworthy among the boundary survey 
maps nrc those resulting from t11e survey of the forty-ninth parallel 
and Lt. W. II. Emory's survey of the land boundary with Mexico. 
Many of them represent the acme of the geodesist's skill nnd of the 
draftsman's and engraver's art. In addition the group contains maps 
relating to such international questions as the North Atlantic Fish­
el"ies, the Hudson's Bay Company claims in Oregon Territory, the 
Fur Seal Arbitration, and the Nicaragua Canal. 

Another important group of maps in the custody of the Division 
of Maps and Charts is that transferred from the Office of the Chief 
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of Engineers, War Department. These maps represent only the first 
installment in a series of transfers that is still continuing. The group 
as a whole is composed mainly of military-topographical maps of 
historical interest, especially those made under the Topographical 
Bureau (1818-63). The first installment includes numerous maps 
of Canada, particularly a. series of Britisl1 Admiralty charts of the 
northwest Pacific coast and Alaska and of the St. Lawrence River; 
maps relating to Me~dco and Central America, especially the Tehuan­
tepec Railroad and Nicaragua Canal locations; battle and other maps 
relating to the Mexican War; nnd maps relating to the boundn.ries 
of Maryland, Kansas, Colorado, ·wyoming, Nevada, and Idaho, and 
to the forty-ninth parallel and Rio Grande boundaries. 

The material in the custody of the Division of Maps and Charts 
at the close of the fiscal year, classified accor<ling to character and 
agencies of derivation, wns as follows: 

Jlap1 an~ atla3cl 

l\ls. and Photo­ Printed Dupllcatt~ I AliasesannotatedSoulUI ll'IIPhlc mapscopiesmaps 

I, 382 71 
Department of State . 

665 16 509United States Senate 1• 

627 59 
Department of War . . 

1, 720 235 935 
319705 5 

Department of the Interior. 
373 46 

142 92 102 26 
Department or Agriculture. 

44 
11 . . ... . . . . . . . 1,920 188 

Conservation and Administra­
tion of the Public Domain 
Committee I • • • • 36 ...•...... 

Food Administration 1 • 86 I 235 16 62 

2, 314 2, 516 I 1634, 793 643Total . . . . . 

I Acce53ioncd 1936-37; revised figures. 

These mnps and atlases ~tre now stored in n. stack at·en. on the 
ground floor of the building. The maps have been filed in special 
steel map cllses, nnd tables nnd special lighting b nYe been installed to 
facilitate consultation of them. 

MOTION PICTURES AND SOUND RECORDINGS 

These are also special types of archives presenting peculiar prob­
lems of their own, notnbly in matters of preservation and service. 
Much of the vast quantity of such material accumulated by agencies 
of the Government ho.s already ceased to be of current use, but nearly 
ull this noncurrent mnterinl should be preserYed for possible ndmin­
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~strative needs in the future or for its historical value. In this field, 
moreover, The National Archives is permitted to go beyond archival 
materiD.ls and to accept privately produced fihns nnd sound record­
ings "pertaining to and illustrative of historical activities of the 
United States." 

Before motion-picture film could be accepted and stored with 
safety to itself and its surroundings, however, the problem of pres­
ervation had to be solved. It is believed thnt this was accomplished 
during the past fiscal year by the installation of special equipment 
within the eight fireproof vaults set aside for the storage of motion­
picture film. Within these vaults, which are equipped with auto­
matic sprinklers and kept at the optimum condition of temperature 
and humidity for the safe stomge of fihn, each reel of fihn is placed 
in a ventilated container devised by the teclmical staff. If the film is 
of the acetate or "safety" type, the container rests on n steel shelf 
within one of these vaults; but, if it is of the inflammable nitrate 
type, the container is placed in a separate insulated compartment in 
a fireproof cabinet within u. vault. Each compartment is vented to 
a stack flue that leads to the exterior of the building; it also hn.s a 
gravity trap door that pet·mits quick and ensy egress of combustion 
flames or gases to the exterior and prevents ingress of these snme 
gases from the other compartments. Finally, the flues lending to the 
exterior are provided with insulation and with devices to prevent 
heat conduction and air convection from the outside. 

Witlt this equipment in place, it was possible to add 185,600 run­
ning feet of motion-picture film to the 184,663 feet received during 
the previous year, and to accept 82 sound recordings ns compared 
with the 17 received during 1937. The motion-picture fihn came from 
5 e~ecutive departments, 9 independent agencies, and 6 private 
sources, the donors in the last classification accounting for 34,430 run­
ning feet of film. Of the sound recordings, 30 were received from 
2 Federal agencies, a.nd the remaining 52 were gifts from 8 private 
sources. Among the accessions were the Miller collection of Philip­
pine Islands films, sho,ving agriculture, basket weaving, and other 
native industries; films illustrative of the activities of the United 
States Coast Guard and the Bureau of Fisheries; "The Plmv That 
B1-oke the Plains," an outstanding documentary film received from 
the Farm Security Administration; and a serial of Warner Bros. 
Pictures, Inc. entitled "See .America First," which depicts scenes, 
events, and persons significant in American history. Motion pictures 
and sound recordings received during the year nre listed in appen­
dix II. 

The quantities of motion pictures nnd sound recordings received 
during the fiscal year 1938 and the quantities of such material in 
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the custody of the Al'chivist on June 30, 1938, nrc shown in the 
following tuble according to the sources from which they were dmwn: 

Motion-picture film 

Flseal year ITotal to 
I03S run· June 30,l!ouroes • 1938, run· 
nlng feet nine teet 

Department or Stnte . . . . • I,• • • • 11, 570 
Department or the Treasury 69, 208 69,493 
Depnrtmcnt of Justice . . 4, 0324,932 
Department or the Interior 6,440 6, 440 
Department of Agriculture 31, 102 158, 071 
Department of Commerce 22,308 22,308 
Federal Hous ing Administration . 205 34, 149 
Federal Reserve System, Board of Governors 75 75 
Food Administration . . . • . 1, 932732 
Fuel Administration . . . . . 2, 5642,564 
Inland Watcrways Corporation 325 325 
Maritime Commission . . . 173 173 
National Archives . . . . . . 3,417 3,417 
Social Security Board • • . . 7,200 14,802 
Works ProgrcSB Administration 2, 489 2,489 
Private gifts 34, 430 36,623 

--· 
Total . . • 185, 600 370,263 

Sound recordings 

Sources 
Fiscal year 

11138, 
Items 

Totnl to 
June 30,

11138, 
lteiDS 

Federal Housing Administration . 
War Industries Doard 
Private gifts 

20 
10 
52 

35 
10 
54 

Totnl. 82 90 

Some motion-picture films and sound recording:S have been received 
in The National Archives in a badly deteriorated condition. The sole 
means of preserving such mnterinl is by duplication, and The National 
Archives was authorized by Congress during the preceding fiscal year 
to obtain equipment and materialnecl'.ssnry for tlus purpose, but thus 
iar lack of sufficient funds has prevented the beginning of work of 
this nature. 

Although the stornge ' 'ntdts of The National Archives wm·e com· 
pletely equipped, research was continued on methods of film storage. 

http:materiD.ls


- -

FOUR'£H AN:\UAL REP0n1.' OF ARCHIYIST22 

As a I'esult, a new type of film-stomge cabinet has been designed, 
tested, and found thoroughly satisfuctory. This cabinet is so con­
structed that a standard automatic sprinkler-head is turned on at the 
outbreak of a fire. The water from this sprinkler pours into each com­
partment in the cabinet and over the film container in each compart­
ment and then flows away; it never reaches a sufficiently high level in 
any compartment to penetrate into the film container. This cabinet 
has the advantage of being simple in design and considerably more 
economical in construction than those now in use in The National 
Archives and should ser\'e a useful purpose in any futut·e expansion of 
facilities by The National Archives or in the equipment of any other 
depositot·y for the safe storage of film. Other research during the 
fiscal year was directed toward determining the proper size of air 
vent for a given unit of film and towtu·d developing a technique for 
testing minute portions of film for impurities. 

Because of its pioneer work in the field of film storage, The National 
Archives bas been called upon to participate in the study of the stor­
age problems of other Government agencies. This work is being done 
for the most part under the joint supervision of The National Archives 
and the Federal Fire Council. Surveys recently tabulated indicate 
that there are over 1,700 Fe<lernl film depositories in the various parts 
of the United States with nearly 1,000 tons of photographic material, 
~:orne of which is badly in need of better storage facilities. As a result 
of these disclosures, The National Atchives has been cnllecl upon :for 
advice in the planning of additional storage space as n s~rvice to 
various other Government establislmlents. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC PROCESSES AND STILL PICTURES 

Other photographic records, consisting of still pictures in the fot·m 
of prints, lantern slides, or glass, film, or paper negnti\'es, constitute 
a third class of material presenting peculiar problems and requir­
ing special treatment. With the discovery of large quantities of such 
photographic records belonging to the Federal Government and the 
consequent need for facilities for their storage and administration in 
1'he National Archives, a special division was established for that 
purpose. In the absence of suitably equipped storage space and con­
ditioning facilities, however, it has not yet become possible to accept 
any large quantity of material of this nature. Some nonhazardous 
records have been received and a limited quantity of hazardous ma 
terial has been temporarily placed in stornge in the motion-picture 
vaults. Of more than usual interest among the records received dur­
ing 1938 is a large collection of photographs from the Office of Indian 
Affairs, which portrny individual Indians and scenes nt agencies and 
on resermtions between 1872 and l!l35. 
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.\ccessions of still pictures made during the fiscal year and the 
total amount of all such material in the custody of the Archivist on 
June 30, 1938, are shown in the following table according to the 
sources from which the records were drawn: 

Still plchtres 

Fiscal yel\f j Total to Juoeao, BouiNs IV38, ltoiD!I 101q, Items 

6, 704 
Department of the Navy . , 
Department of WBr •. , 

17, oo~ I 22,037 
Department of the Interior • 17,000 
Food Administration • 432 
Maritime Commission 1.108 Q08 

Total. 17, 070 l 47, 141 

In preparation for the installation of appropriate equipment, con­
siderable· attention wns given during the fiscal year to studying the 
p1·inciples and practices of storing and administering photographic 
archives. Plans were evolved for the construction of vaults, rooms, 
and containers for the storage of nitrate and acetate base films and 
of glass plates. 

The division thut has the custody of photographic archives is also 
responsible for the use of photographic processes in the reproduc­
tion of nrchivnl muterial and of aids to facilitate the use of such ma­
terial. Microphotography, one of these processes, has been exten· 
sively used by The National Archives for this purpose. 'When the 
Veterans' Administration transferred a portion of its records to 1'he 
National Archives, it became imperative that the index to these rec­
ords, which hnd been compiled on some 2,600,000 cat·ds, should be 
available in both places. Microphotography provided the means of 
accomplishing this end in an inexpensive manner, and a microfilm 
copy of the file WtlS completed and placed in set·vice during the fiscal 
year. With n view to providing more detailed informtltion regarding 
certtlin materinl in the files of four executive departments and the 
Sennte, some of which hnd been tmnsferred to 'l11e National Archives, 
a microfilm copy wns made at the University of Dlinois of the 280,000 
cards in the calendar compilecl by Dr. Newton D. Mereness of material 
in those agencies relating to the upper Mississippi Vn.lley. This film 
reproduction, made nt a total cost of slightly less than $500 nnd occu­
pying less than a cubic foot of space, mt\kes avaiJahle in The Na­
tional Archives the result of 20 years of research in the Federnl 
archh·es in 'Yashington in documents relating to the region em­
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ul'llccd in the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, and Iowa. Other similnr npplicntions of microphotog­
rnphy made during the fiscal year included the copying of a file of 
2,430 index cards to Indian treaties in the Depnrtment of Stttte, from 
which photogrnphic prints enlnrged to the original size of the cards 
were prepared fl'Om the microfilm negatives, nnd the copying of the 
17,000 cnrds of a reference file at the Librury of Congress, which wus 
needed in connection with the work of cataloging. Microphotogra­
phy wns n.lso used in the internal work of The National Archives to 
copy certain out-of-print or otherwise unobtainable books and other 
t·eferencc mntcrinl. 

CLASSIFICATION 

Some scheme of clnssificution is esscnthtl to prcwide n basis for the 
definitive arrangement of the records in the stacks and to malce them 
readily available :for use. The scheme being deYeloped by The Na­
tional Archives provides for nn organization of the papers that 
will show clearly their interrelationships and the fundamental de­
' ·elopment of the agency that produced or used them and for anum­
bering system that will identify each series of records. 

The work of classification in The National Archives is still in an 
experimental stage, however. This is the first time that the task of 
developing a logical scheme of clnssification fot• such large masses of 
material as those produced during the twentieth centm·y has been 
undertnken, and it differs greatly from that fnceu by n.rchivul estnb­
lishments that administer smaller groups and fragmentary bodies of 
records originnting for the most part before the nineteenth century. 
The complexity of modern governmental organization affects the 
scheme of classificntion that must be developed, especially in the mat­
ter of the organization of the records. Departments and agencies of 
the Government genemlly possess bureaus, divisions, sections, or 
other subdivisions, which ordinnrily keep their own files. Further­
more, within each subdivision there is the problem of the multiplicity 
of files developed in the process of conducting the business of the 
office. There are agencies with well-developed central filing systems, 
but it is doubtful whether any present-day agency of the Government 
carries centralization to tl1e point where all its records nrc included 
in one file under a single plnn of classification. Coupled with the 
existence of this multiplicity of files is the use of many ldnds of filing 
systems in the different offices. These include alphabetical, numerical, 
geogrnphical, nnd many other nrrangements. A further problem en­
countered in clnssificntion results from the more or less disordered 
condition in which mnny papers reach The National Archives, a con­
dition thnt increases the difficulty of determining the original organi­
zation of the files. 

CATALOGING 

Once the organization of the papers has been determined, a classifi­
cation symbol is nssigned to each series of records. This symbol 
consists of three parts: (1) A name or series of letters identifying the 
agency concerned; {2) a number indicating the basic division of the 
agency and, if necessary, a letter indicating the section or subdivision; 
and (3) a combination of a letter and a number, the former indicating 
the group of records of the subdivision of the agency and the latter 
indicating the series of documents within that group. A classification 
scheme is then drawn up for the entire body of records of each 
agency. It embodies a brief history of the agency o.nd of its records, 
lists the series of documents in accordance with the organization as 
determined, and shows the classification symbol assigned to each 
series. 

During the fiscal year just concluded, 4,766 cubic feet of records, in­
yo}ving 5,162 series of documents, were classified, and the correspond­
ing classification schemes were prepared and made available for use 
in typewritten or processed form. These include 4,813 series of docu­
ments of the Food Administration, chiefly records of its State orgnni­
zntions and of two of its subsidiaries, the Grain Corporation and the 
Sugar Distributing Committee. Two smaller groups of records, those 
of the President's Commission on Economy and Efficiency (the Taft 
Commission) and of the Nntional Commission on Law Observance 
nnd Enforcement (the Wickersham Commission) were also completely 
clo.ssified. In addition, the ground work wns laid o.nd preliminary or­
ganizations were formulated for the classification of an additional 
3,588 series of documents in the records of the United States Senate, 
the War Industries Board, the Committee on Public Information, 
nnd the Council of National Defense. 

CATALOGING 

With so large and diversified a body of material as thnt in The 
N ntional Archives, a card catalog is needed to aid searchers in 
ascertaining what material is avnilable and the clo.ssificntion symbols 
by which the records desired should be requested. The National 
Archives catalogs material by nccession immediately after its receipt 
in the building. The cntaloging of mnterial in greater detail, that 
is, by the records of the divisions of the agency or by series of 
documents, is deferred until the material has been classified and it 
is possible to put the call numbers on the cntalog cnrds. Only n. 
very few extremely important documents are likely ever to be cata­
loged individually. Catnlog entries are made on cards under the 
names of agencies and under subjects, and the cards are filed to­
gether in what is called the dictionnry catalog arrangement. The 
unit-card system fnmilinr to users of catalogs in American libmries 
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llns been adopted; but the information given on the card necessarily 
-differs in amount and kind from that to be found on library cards 
because of the differences between archives and books. 

During the fiscal year 1938, accession, division, and series catalog­
ing was done. Some 104 units, comprising 54,415 linear feet of ma­
terial, were cataloged by accessions. Division cataloging of the 
records of the Washington, D. C., and State offices of the Food Ad­
ministration, the first large body of material to be cataloged in so 
detailed a fashion, was completed during the year. As a result of 
this work approximately 5,000 cards were added to the catalog, 
measurably increasing its size nnd providing an excellent example 
of the results obtainable from this type of cataloging. In addition 
to the work with the Food Administration records, 20 units of ma­
terial in the State Department files relating to expositions were 
cataloged by division. This work was done as an experiment and 
its completion will be delayed until the material has been classified 
and call numbers can be added. 

The first records to be cataloged by series were those of the 
Veterans' Administration. Sixteen units comprising 161,000 linear 
feet were cataloged and 465 catalog cards were made. Series catalog­
ing was also done for the records of the President's Commission on 
Economy and Efficiency and, experimentally, for certain records of 
the Railroad Wage Commission and of the Board of Ruilroad Wages 
and Working Conditions, which have not yet been classified. In 
the cataloging by division nnd by series, master cards are reproduced 
mechanically whenever this will facilitate the work. 

Specialized types of archives require specialized cataloging. For 
this reason a separate catalog \Vas begun during the year for motion 
pictures and sound recordings. This catalog will make it possible 
to list the material much more satisfactorily and to devise headings 
and descriptions that will fit the material more exactly than would 
have been possible in a catalog covering all clnsses of archives. 
While no detailed cataloging of maps and charts was done during 
the year, it is anticipated that work on this material will soon be 
undertaken, and it is not unlikely that still another special cah1log 
for photographic archives will be required 'vhen the quantity of this 
material in the building begins to assume considerable proportions. 

SERVICE ON RECORDS 

Records in the custody of the Archivist of the United Stntes are 
available for any proper use by officials of the Government and by 
private investigators, subject only to such restrictions as may be 
imposed by law or administrative regulations. A substantial increase 
was noted during the yenr in the requests for service received in 
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person, by mail, and by telephone. Many Government officials and 
private scholars come personally to The N ationa.l Archives to use 
the records, and for their convenience three principal search rooms 
are maintained, as well as smaller search rooms in the Divisions of 
Department Archives where searchers using large quantities of mate­
rial can work with even greater facility. Cards of admission to the 
search rooms were granted to 381 readers, who made 2 ,089 visits to 
The National Archives during the year; by contrast, only 118 cards 
of admission were granted and only 736 visits were made during 
1937. The investigators came from 28 different States, the District 
of Columbia, Alaska, Canada, and Cuba. They represented 40 
American and 2 foreign colleges and universities. Among t hem were 
134 Government officials, 36 members of college and university facul­
ties, 21 graduate students, 23 lawyers, 98 students of genealogy, and 
69 others engaged in research. The 134 Government investigators 
(there were only 38 in 1937) came from all but 2 of the executive 
departments and from 14 independent agencies. 

The large increase in services rendered by letter and by telephone 
stands out even more prominently. During the year 3,515 letters 
were written, 1,145 of them to Government officials, as compared 
with 2,343 letters written the year before, of which 389 were ad­
dressed to Government officials. The number of telephone inquiries, 
4,657 in all, was more than treble those received in 1937. Of this 
number all but 207 were from Government officials. More than half 
of the letters answered during the year were inquiries for genea­
logical and military information obtainable from pension files in. 
the Veterans' Administration archives, which cover service in the 
Mexican, Civil, Indian, and Spanish-American '\Vn.rs. Of these 
inquiries, the greater part came from county and State agencies and 
from private individuals attempting to establish the birth dates of 
children of veterans to support applications for old-age pensions; 
most of the others were for information needed to support applica­
tions for membership in hereditary-patriotic organizations. 

Photographic copies of records in the custody of the Archivist 
are furnished for Government uee \vithout charge and are supplied to 
the public at cost. During the past year 635 orders (475 from 
Government officials) were filled for copies of 9,632 pages of docu­
ments, and the sum of $344 was collected for photostats furnished 
to private individuals. A large proportion of these copies were 
certified under the seal of The National Archives, which the law 
requires to be judicially noticed, nnd the sum of $36 was received for 
certifications made for unofficial use. Microfilm copies of documents 
to the number of 3,035 were made during the year for the use of 
other Government agencies, scholarly institutions, and private re­
search workers. 
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In cases where Government agencies find that using the records in 
the National .Archives Building or having copies made of them will 
-not meet their needs, they may withdraw them for official use. The 
Veterans' .Administration withdrew 10,015 files during the year, more, 
as was the case in 1937, than any other Government agency; and 392 
loans were made to other Government offices as compared with 44 
during 1937. In some instances, as has already been pointed out in 
the section on diminutions, records were permanently restored to the 
office of origin. 

:Members of Congress made considerable use of the facilities of 
The National Archives. There were 47 requests from Senators and 
131 from :Members of the House of Representatives for copies of 
Executive orders and proclamations and for information from the 
records of the Senate, the Department of State, the Department of 
Justice, the Bureau of :Marine Inspection and Navigation, and the 
National Recovery Administration. In addition, 26 pension files 
were sent to the House Committee on Pensions and 1 file was sent to 
the Senate Committee on Pensions. 

The subjects upon which investigators consulted the resources of 
The National Archives during the past year were mnny and varied. 
The diplomatic correspondence, the treaties, the territorial and do­
mestic papers, and the claims and exposition files of the Department 
of State were consulted for administrative purposes as well as for 
information concerning the diplomatic and domestic history of the 
Nation. Treasury files were searched by officials for fiscal and per­
•sonnel data. The records of the Office of Chief of Engineers of the 
War Department provided the National Park Service with data for 
use in its work in restoring Fort Laramie in Wyoming, Fort Taylor 
nt Key West, and the Civil War battlefields around Richmond; and 
private searchers derived from them information on such subjects 
as Captain Stansbury's expedition to the Great Salt Lake, 1849-50; 
the Clarence King geological survey along the the fortieth parallel, 
1870-72; engineering activities under General Scott in Mexico; old 
Fort Jefferson on Garden Key, Dry Tortugns, Fin.; and the careers 
of various officers of the Corps of Engineers. The Justice Depart­
ment made considerable use of its own records and of those of Fed­
eral courts in the custody of The National Archives. Nnvy records 
were studied for information on the wars with the Barbary States; 
inquiries relative to the public lands in Texas and to Spanish grants 
in California were answered from the General Land Office records 
of the Department of the Interior; the Virgin Islands records of 
the same Department supplied information concerning Alexander 
Hamilton's background in St. Croix; and the records of the Office 
of Indian Affairs were used for studies of Indian relations and of the 
frontier. 

SERVICE ON RECORDS 

An unusual number of letters from private individuals regarding 
the history of ships have been answered. One writer was assisted 
in his efforts to trace the history of the ship Alena, now the Australia, 
which was built by the British in 1812, later used by the Confederates 
as a blockade runner, then captured and sold as a prize, and is today 
in active service on Chesapeake Bay. The research on this problem 
furnishes a good example of the coordinating possibilities of The 
National Archives, inasmuch as records of the Treasury, Justice, 
Navy, and Commerce Departments were all consulted in the course 
of the investigation. 

The records of some of the World 'Vnr agencies have been fertile 
fields for research, Food Administration files furnished information 
concerning personnel, civilian activities, and priority orders during 
the war. Some 50 photographs were made from the records of the 
Committee on Public Information to present a picture story of life 
"back home" during the war for a well-known magazine. Data from 
the same files were furnished scholars making tt study of propaganda. 
in the schools and colleges during 1917. Documents f1·om the files 
of the 'Vur Industries Board were used in connection with the in­
vestiga.tion of u. claim that a certain product had received the endorse­
ment of the Medical Board of the Council of National Defense. 
Records of more recent independent agencies were also used during 
the year. Searches were made among the National Recovery Admin­
istration records for personnel information, for data in connection 
with claims of employees of private firms for back wages, for mate­
rial relating to labor and unfair business practices, nnd for evidence 
as to whether certain business concerns had signed the President's 
Reemployment Agreement. Closely related to the NRA records are 
those of the old National Labor Board; information which cannot 
be found in one group may often be located in the other, and both 
have been used extensively. 

For the use of members of the staff and for searche1·s who use the 
records in The National Archives, a small reference library is main­
tained. In addition to United States Government publications and 
general reference works, it contains textual publications of original 
sources for American history and books, pamphlets, and periodicals 
bearing on archival administration in the United States und else­
where and on the social sciences, with special emphasis on American 
history and biography. During the year 27,204 items, exclusive of 
Congressional bills, acts, and the like, were acquired by purchase, 
exchange, transfer, gift, or deposit us provided by law, bringing the 
total number of such items in the library to 91,280, That the library 
is extensively used is shown by the fact that 26,134 items were 
charged during the year to members of the stnff of The NntionnJ 
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Archives and that readers, mostly staff members, made 2,922 visits 
to the library. To make this reference material more available, a 
beginning was made during the year in the process of cataloging the 
library, and by the end of the year 1,048 titles representing 2,009 
pieces had been cataloged. 

Although the Division of Maps and Charts has had facilities of 
its own for the use of searchers only during the last third of the 
fiscal year and has had the custody of some of the map series for even 
a shorter time, there has been o. considerable amount of consultation 
of the material, especially of the State Department and Indian Af­
fairs Office groups. In addition numerous inquiries of a professional 
nature have been answered. The Division of Motion Pictures and 
Sound Recordings has also been of considerable assistance to officials 
and others by providing auditorium service to more than 6,000 people 
during the year. 

OTHER SERVICES 

Because of its special interests or knowledge The National Archives 
is frequently able to be of service to other Government agencies and 
to privnte institutions. The assistance being given in repairing and 
card indexing the map collection of the Office of Indian Affairs and 
in planning additional storage space for photographic material of 
the Federal Government have already been noted. In addition to 
cooperating with the Federal Fire Council in the study of the stornge 
conditions of Federal photographic archives, The National Archives 
is represented on several committees of the Council and has partici­
pated in many of its activities, notably in keeping records of fires 
in Federal buildings and in surveying Government buildings for fire 
haznrds. It is also represented through the Chief of the Division of 
Maps and Charts on the Federal Board of Surveys and Maps, on its 
committee on the international mnp of the world, and on' the advisory 
and executive committees of the United States Board on Geographical 
Names. 

The National Archives is constantly called upon to give advice 
and suggestions regarding phases of archival economy, including the 
repair, preservation, storage, reproduction, classification, and cnta­
loging of records. This advice usually takes the form of describing 
practices and equipment in The National Archives, and not infre­
quently similar practices and equipment are adopted by other insti­
tutions. A small vncuum fumigating vault similar in design and 
operation to that in The National Archives has been installed in the 
Hall of Records in Annapolis, and cleaning machinery similar to that 
employed by The National Archives has been installed in the Illinois 
State Archives Building, and in the Indiana and Virginia State 
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PUDLIOATIONS 

Libraries. The new Photoduplication Service of the Library of Con­
gress used plans and specifications developed by The National 
Archives, and several Government purchasing agents requested and 
received copies of specifications prepared by The National Archives 
for motor vehicles -and for microfilm and motion-picture equipment. 
Several hundred persons, chiefly from Government agencies, were 
assisted in the workrooms of the Division of Motion P ictures and 
Sound Recordings by the inspection, cleaning, and repairing of films, 
the adjustment of equipment, and general advisory service having 
to do mostly with the storage and preservation of film. 

The Nn.tional Archives Building continues to serve as a model for 
other structures of its kind. A Swedish architect, Gusto.£ Clason, 
wns given n. set of blueprints of the plans of the building and of 
part of the stack equipment for use in designing an archives building 
for a large Swedish holding company. Officials of the Public 
Archives Commission of Delaware and of the u.rchitectural firm that 
is planning a new archives building for that State visited The N a­
tiona) Archives nnd obtained information on many of its unique 
features. In addition, photographs of the building and its equipment 
have been furnished in response to numerous requests from archivists, 
architects, and others. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Archival publiaatiom.-Only one publication, the Third Annual 
Report of the Archivi8t of the United States, was issued during the 
year. This report, however, is in effect two publications--(1 ) the 
report of the Archivist on the normal activities of The Nn.tional 
Archives for the year, with the usual appendixes, and (2) a special 
appendix consisting of n "Guide to the Material in The National 
Archives, June 30, 1937." Admittedly tentative in character, the 
Guide indicates the e."tistence, character, and n.vailability of records 
in The National Archives, presents enough data concerning the his­
tory and functions of the agencies for n.n understanding of the char­
acter of the records described, notes existing inventories, calendars, 
and indexes, and cites references to works from which further infor­
mation about the agencies and their records can be obtained. 

A new edition of the Guide, which will be sent to the printer early 
in 1939, will contain revised descriptions of records listed in the 1937 
edition, reasonably complete descriptions of all subsequent acces­
sions received before April1, 1938 (and in some cases even later), nnd 
briefer statements regarding all other accessions received before the 
manuscript is sent to the printer. This edition will be printed in 
n.n improved format and will contain approximately 150 to 200 pages, 
as compared with the 58 pages occupied by the 1937 edition. 

~ 1_.'----­
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In press at the end of the year was a 16-page illustrated circular 
entitled How The National Archives Serves tlte Government and the 
Public, which is designed primarily for distribution to Government 
officials and research workers. The National Archives of tlte United 
States, an 8-page circular containing illustrations of the building 
and of the progressive steps in the transfer and storage of records, 
\vhich was originally published in 1936, wns reprinted during the year. 

Little progress was made during the year on the projected "Guide 
to the Federal Archives of the United States," because of other more 
pressing work. When issued this Guide will describe the scope, char­
acter, quantity, subject matter, origin, history, arrangement, location, 
availability, and value for research or official use of all records of 
the Government, whether within the District of Columbia or else· 
where in the United States, and will include information about in­
dexes, inventories, and other aids to their use. It will embody much 
of the information obtained in the preliminary survey of Federal 
archives in the District of Columbia and in the WPA Survey of 
Federal Archives outside the District of Columbia. 

Tlte Federal Register.-The need for an authentic publication of 
Federal rules and regulntions having general npplicability nnd legnl 
effect in order that citizens might know their responsibilities under 
the law led to the passage of the Federal Register Act, approved July 
26, 1935, which required the Archivist to establish in The National 
Archives n. publication known as the Federal Register. Since the 
first issue appeared on March 14, 1936, wide use of the publication by 
GoYernment officials nnd privn.te individuals hn.s proved its value, 
and a high degree of coopemtion with the executive agencies that 
submit the material has been effected. 

Under the net providing for the Federal Register, all administrn· 
tive agencies of the Government nrc required to submit promptly to 
The Nn.tionn.l Archives n1l documents that embody rules or regulll· 
tions by which the public is legally bound. The filing of these docu­
ments with the Division of the Federal Register, which opens them to 
public inspection, constitutes sufficient notification to persons affected 
that they are bound by such rules or regulations. The stuff of the 
Federal Register determines whether the documents submitted have 
general applicability nnd legal effect, edits them, nnd arrnnges for 
their publicn.tion. 

During the year 3,817 such documents were received from the 
agencies of origin; ·3,693 were published, 120 were deemed not appro­
priate for publication, and 4 were received too late for publication 
within the year. Indexes covering all issues of the Federal Register 
were published at frequent intervals. The issues of the calendar year 

PUllLIOATIONS 

1937 were reprinted in two bound volumes, wi th tables n.nd an index, 
and the printing of the bound volume for the firs t hnlf of 1938 was 
begun. 

Wide interest in the Federal R egistar was shown in the sales of 
daily issues nnd of bound volumes, as well us in the nearly 1,400 
requests received for information regarding the publication. Of the 
average edition of 7,800 copies, nearly one-third were sold to sub­
scribers in aU States of the Union and in several foreign countries, 
resulting, with the pn.yments received for bound volumes, in re­
ceipts of approximately $30,000, which were covered into the Treas­
ury. The remn.ining copies were distributed nmong Federal agencies 
and employees for official use. 

Great demand was noted for issues containing such material ns 
the regulations of the Buren.u of Air Commerce, the P!l.Ilama Canal 
toll rates, the revised customs reguln.tions, and the marketing rules 
and minimum price schedules of the N ation n.l Bituminous Coal Com­
mission. A single privn.tc order for 10,000 copies was received for 
the issue containing the Coal Commission data. In order to facilitate 
even wider acquaintance with the usefulness of the Federal Register 
n.mong private individuals affected by the rules of various agencies 
nnd to increase the re"enue from its sale, circulars were sent to 
prospective subscribers and purchasers on the mailing lists of those 
ugencies. 

The compilation of u codification of nll rules and regulations of 
Federal administrative agencies hn.ving general applicability and 
legal effect that were in force on June 1, 1938, was carried on by a 
Codification Board composed of representatives of The N ntional 
Archives and the Department of Justice, pursuant to an net approved 
June 19, 1937. In consultation with the agencies preparing compila­
tions of their own documents for submission, the Board began its 
task of supervising and coordinating "'the form, style, arrangement, 
nnd indexing of the codifications,'' and made plans for the publica­
tion of the code by the Government Printing Office. 

For mechanical convenience and for the sake of clarity in the 
presentation of materin.l, modifications were made in the format and 
~rrangement of the daily edition of the Federal Register to make them 
conform to those of the code. Beginning with the issue of June 4, 
1938, the documents were grouped in sections and under titles corre­
sponding to those to be used in the code, and the number of colu mns 
in the publication was chnnged from two to three. As n. result, the 
printing of supplements to the code will be facilitated, and it will be 
easier for readers to find entries on given subjects in both tl1e Federal 
Register and in tl1e code. Revised regulations, containing a com­
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plete list of the specific bodies of rules and regulations that must oo 
submitted by the various agencies and also instructions for the prep­
aration of material for use in the Federal Register and in the code, 
were issued in May 1938. 

Presidential proclamations and Executive orders are required to 
be examined and edited for accuracy of legal citation and style by 
the Federal Regi8ter staff, and during the year 311 such documents 
were handled, most of them Inter being printed in the Federal Regis­
ter. Slip copies or photostats of current proclamations and Execu­
tive orders not printed in the Federal Regi8ter and of earlier procla­
mations and orders to the number of 28,845 were furnished during 
the year for official use and for private study. Two-thirds of these 
were supplied for official use to the White House, to the Depart­
ment of State for printing in the Statutes at Large, and to other 
Government agencies. Citations to proclamations and orders were 
checked for and copies' of them were furnished to the Historical 
Records Survey for use in n proposed continuation of J. B. Richard­
son's Messages and Papers of the Presidents. 

NATIONAL HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS COMMISSION 

This Commission, which by the terms of the National Archives Act 
is composed of five Government officials engaged in historical activi­
ties, including the Archivist as Chairman, nnd two appointees of the 
president of the American Historical Association, suffered the first 
loss in its original membership with the death on September 28, 
1937, of Dr. John Franklin Jameson, Chief of the Division of Manu­
scripts of the Library of Congress and an e~ of!1cio member of the 
Commission . .At the one meeting held by the Commission during 
the fiscnl year, on December 4, 1937, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

Tht> Nntlonnl Blstorlcnl Pnbllcntlons Commission is one of a number ot 
o~c>nl'les thnt owe their Inception to the inltlntlve and quiet persistence of the 
lute Dr. J. Frnnklln Jnmeson. At Ills suggestion President Theodore Roose­
VI'It dlrel'ted his Committee on Department Ml'thods to appoint nn Assistant 
Committe!.' on the Documentary Historical Pnbtlcntlons of the United Stntes 
Gm·l'rnrnent. Dr. Jameson served as n member Rnd ns secretary of this 
Assl!ltnnt Committee nnd drafted Its report, published In 1900, which recom­
mrnded the creation of n permanent commission on nntionnl historical publica• 
tlons. Though no nctlon wns tnken on the recommendations of the Committee 
nt the time, Dr. Jameson did not lose Interest In the mntter; nnd be wns lnstru­
mentnl In hnvlng Inserted In the Nntlonal Archives Act of 1034 a provision tor 
tht> eRtahllshment of the Nntlonal Blstorlcnl Publications Commission. Be 
ottendl'd the three meetings of the Commission held prior to his death, and 
his wise counsel wns invaluable in the innugurotlon nnd de\'clopment of its 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 

work. The Commission desires to record Its sense of the loss su1rere~l by lt 
and by tbe historical profession In tlte death ot Dr. Jameson. 

Dr. Jameson's place on the Commission was to be filled automati­
cally on July 1, 1938, when Dr. St. George L. Sioussat, formerly 
professor of American history at tl1e University of Pennsylvania, wns 
to assume his duties as Chief of the Division of Manuscripts at the 
Library of Congress. Dr. Sioussat, however, was one of the two per­
sons originally appointed to the Commission by the president of the 
.American l£storicn1 .Association, and his transfer from an appointive 
to an eat officio membership would still have left a vacancy on the 
Commission. On April 22, 1938, therefore, Dr. Frederic L. Paxson, 
president of the American Historical Association, notified the Archi­
vist of the appointment as n member of the Commission, effective 
July 1, of the Honorable William E . Dodd, of Round Hill, Va. Dr. 
Dodd, who is emeritus professor of .American history at the Uni­
versity of Chicago, has been president of the association and Ameri­
can Ambassador to Germany. 

At its meeting in December the Commission considered and ap­
proved a draft of a proposed bill to authorize the .Archivist to prepare 
and publish, under the supervision of the Commission, a. collection 
of documents relative to the ratification of the Constitution of the 
United States as proposed in the recommendation submitted by the 
Commission to Congress on March 17, 1936; and the Archivist was 
authorized by the Commission to request the introduct ion of the bill 
in Congress. 

Because of the pressure of other work in the Office of the Director 
of Publications of The National .Archives, who serves as Secretary 
of the Commission, little progress wns made during the year on the 
project undertaken at the request of the Commission " to bring up to 
date the survey of 1908 of the historical publications of the Gov­
ernment" and to assemble infonnation "on methods of distributing 
historical publications and on the future plans for the publication 
of historical documents by the Government departments." It is 
hoped that in the future it will be possible to assign personnel specifi­
cally to work on behalf of the Commission so that its interests will 
not be secondary to those of some other activity. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 

The increase in personnel nnd the expansion of the activities of 
the professional staff of The National .Archives necessarily involved 
a corresponding increase in administrative activities, and the admin­
istrative staff met the demands made upon it promptly and efficiently. 
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Publia relatiom.-General information and copies of publications 
of The National Archives were furnished on request during the year 
to Government officials, the public, and the press. For the benefit of 
the general public a constantly changing display of interesting and 
historical documents was maintained throughout the year in the Ex­
hibition Hall. By reason of the celebration of the susquicentenninl 
of the Constitution of the United States, engrossed copies of all 
amendments to the Constitution were on display throughout the fiscal 
year 1938 and attracted much attention, as did also a display of im­
portant treaties from the archives of the Department of State, These 
items were supplemented by about 100 other documents connected 
with important historical events, which were placed on exhibition on 
dates corresponding to the dates of the events. Most of the 30,045­
people who visited The National Archives during the fiscal year not 
only saw these exhibits and were conducted through the building by 
guides but were also furnished pertinent information concerning the 
functions and activities of the establishment. The National Archives 
issues no prepared stntements for publication. but numerous repre­
sentatives of the press visited the building, observed the facilities, 
and were informed of the activities of the establishment, with the 
result that articles concerning The National Archives appeared on 31 
occasions in local newspapers, on 16 occasions in papers published 
outside the District of Columbia, and on 10 occasions in magazines. 

Re.r:eipts and eropenditures.-The National Archives Act, section 9, 
requires the Archivist to include in his report to Congress a "detailed 
statement ... of all receipts and expenditures" on account of The 
National Archives. In accordance therewith the following statement 
is submitted: 

Funds available for t1rc fl•ral year ending Juno 30, 1938 

The Indepen1lent Offices Appropriation Act, 1038, npproYed June 28, 1037' 
(Public, No. 171, 75th Cong.), provided npproprlntlons of $700,000 for the snl­
nrics nnd expenses nnd ~17,000 for the printing nnd bln<llng of The Nntlonnl 
Archh'l'S for the fisenl yenr emling June 30, 1fl38. In nccorllnnce with the 
I'rl'shlent'H request to nil Go\·crnment ngencles to economize, $2,000 of the 
npproprlntlon for snlnrles nnd expenses wns reserved and $5,000 of tlu! appro· 
prlntlon for printing nml binding. In nlldltlon, nn nllmlnistrntlve rescr\·c of 
$1,000 wns S('t nsille from the appropriation for snlnric.EI und expenses for 
tmnsfer to tlle Division of Disbursements of tllc Trcnsnry Deportment. Thus 
there wns left nmllnble for obllgntlon nnd expenditure by The Nntlonnl 
Archives $G!l7',000 for snlnrles nnd expenses nnd $12,000 for printing nnd bind­
Ing, n totnl of $700,000. 

.ADl\IINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 37 

ObHgation• and c~pcnditures for t1te ftscaZ year ending June 30, 1938 

Salaries and expenses: 
Personal services • • • $621,317 
Supplies and material • 26, 511 
Communication service. 4, 813 
Travel expense .•.• 1,303 
Transportation of things • 148 
Repairs and Blterntions. . 7, 108 
Special and miscellaneous. 507 
Equipment. .. . .• • 35,247 

Total obligations and expenditures. $696, 954 
Unobligat ed balance •••..•. 46 

--~ :£607, 000 
Printing and binding: 

'fotal obligations and expenditures $11, 282 
Unobligated bahmce. . • • • . • 718 

12,000 

$709, 000 
Tbe total obligations nnd expenditures nmountcd to $708,236 nnd the reserved 

funds to $8,000, leaving unobligated balances totaling $764. 

Miscellaneous receipts covered into tlae Treasury 

Excess costs over contract price • • $507. 96 
Photographic duplications . . . . . 392. 50 
Fumigating and disinfecting service. 24. 34 

$924. 80 

Financial returns to the Government much greater than those in­
dicated above as miscellaneous receipts have been effected during the 
year by The National Archives. They nre, however, not susceptible 
to measurement and tabulation. It is impossible, for example, spe­
cifically to state the value of having the Nation's most significant 
archival materials safely housed and readily accessible. Numerous 
instances have proved that Government employees' time has been 
lill.Ved and efficiency promoted by the ease of finding in The National 
Archives documents thut were formerly nmong files relegated to 
remote storage buildings or kept uudm· crowded conditions. Pen­
sion and other records useful in protecting the Government agttinst 
unwarranted claims, personnel records of value for pay roll claims 
cases or for retirement purposes, and purchase records helpful both 
in settling accounts and in studying cul'l'ent and future needs nrc 
only n few examples of types of records whose preservation and 
availnbility is of definite financial value to the Government. 
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Space is at a premium in many cities where the Government has 
offices, but it is especially so in Washington, ns is illustrated by the 
estnblisbmcnt of some of the units of the Social Security Board in 
Baltimore. Accordingly space must be put to its most effective use. 
The efficient n.ppraisnl by The National Archives of records of ques­
tionable value and the subsequent destruction of useless material 
occupying office and storage space hns already effected n saving in 
space equivnlent to the cnpacity of several buildings and a saving 
in dollars that is difficult to estimate. Space rented by the Govern­
ment in private buildings, for example, costs an average of nearly 
a dollar a square foot a year, and space in Government-owned build­
ings represents not only great cost in construction and upkeep but 
also incalculable value in terms of the utility to which the space can 
be put. The saving of space elsewhere is also achieved by the trans­
fer of valuable records to the National Archives Building. In sev­
eral cases inactive records have been moved from offices wllere they 
were actually in the way of employ~es and were impairing their 
efficiency. 

The removal of records from containers that either can be used 
again or have salvage value produces another type of financial saving. 
Thousands of file cabinets and other containers were emptied by the 
appraisal and destruction' of records without further value and were 
made available for current use. Containers in which records were 
transferred to the National Archives Building were returned if still 
useful to the agency of origin or to the Procurement Division of the 
Treasury Department. The actual value of such containers returned 
to the agencies during the fiscal year for further use is estimated at 
nearly $25,000, but if the agencies had hnd to purchase new equipment 
to care for current accwnulations the cost of such equipment would 
have been approximately $97,000. 

The Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1939, approved Mny 
23, 1938 (Public, No. 534, 75th Cong.), provides $775,000 for the sal­
aries and expenses and $14,000 for the printing and binding of The 
N ationnl Archives for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1939. 
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cnce ID George the Third, King of Grea t-Bntain, and I m- • 
n~ rd'Wc:~ abjure an7 allegiance or obcdicnee to him 
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0AT IIS OF ALLEGIANCE OF OFFICERS AT VALLEY FonaE, 1778 

By a re.solutlon or Fohruary 3, 17i8, tho Continental Congress ro•tulrcd all otUcors or tho Arm~· to sub­
ac:rlb8 to a lltlw oath o! allt!glaoce. 1'ho oot hs o! Nathan110l Oroene, Dooodlc& Arnolcl , ancl WUI!~m 
Alounder, "the Earl or Stirling," co ntnlned In a ,·otumo rocotvetl from the War Depa rtmen t , are 
reproduced abo\'0, 
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TREATY oF PEACE WITH GnEAT DmTAtN, 1783 TnEATY oF PE\CE " ' ITu GnEAT DmTAIN 

Oreal Dritain rocognit.cd tho lntloponllonco ol tho United Stntcs b~· tho treat)' or Soptombor 3, 176~. 
which was signoll by John Adnrn5, Donjamin Franklin, and John Jor for tho Unitod States, anti by 
David Dartloy for Groat Dritnln. Tho auccosslul conclusion ol this treaty has bean called "the grcalost 
triumph In tho hi~tory of .American diplomacy." Aho,·o null on the laclog pago aro reproduet>cl the 
Orst and lost Plli:CI of ouo of the originals or tho treaty, which was rocul\·cd !nun the Department or 
State. 
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FnEXCI! ExcuANGE Cot•Y oF '!'I!E Lomst.\XA PmtcnAs E AGJtEE~lEXT, 1803 

Rot•roducod aho,·c arc tho ornate vcl\•ot ond gold cover that protected, and the cngmvcd gold ho~ 
that cnclcscll a ~en\ attached to, tho 1-'rench lnstmmcnt of rat!ncatlon of tho treaty of April 30, 15113, hy 
which Franco l'lltletl Louisiana to tho Uulled States , The document wa, rocelvctl lrmn the n~p~rtmcnt 
o!Stato. 
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LAsT l'lb:ssAGES J.'Rmt C usTEII 

In lb~lllll l CXII<ltht!on WIL, !'<!lllllllllfr llrit:. tlen. .\Urt'tl II. Terry to Ioree Slttiuc nun nnd his t...lli~ero.nL hunol ur S tulll wurriurs hat•l; till UH' 
n'!'t'r~llliou~. 'l'~rry unol J.L. Cui. Oeorco A. Custer, whu commanded u re~:hneDL on this expedition, dh·ldcd force., in un ellort to surround tht• 
!lloux; and Custer nngoce•l t110 I ndiun wor Jlurty on Jun<> :!."r!!6lnthe Bailie or tho l.lule lllg llnrn, tlurlnJitlll' enursc or which ho an<llh·e coms~&nle.• 
ol his regiment wero nunlhllate<l. '!'he messages written In ~nell on the two smollsllps rotuo<lnce•l oiNl\'ft urn t~rohahly the lasL sent h y Custer whll~1 hn was st ill In touch with 'J'prry. 'rhn documents \Tere tronsterred from tho War Doportmznt 
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CuEl'ENNE AND AHAI'AIIOE AGENcY, INDIAN 'fEnm·ronY, 1878 

Tho sketch In oUs reproduce<l abo\·o wns sent to tho Cowmlssloucr of In<llau .Affairs In 1878 b)- Chari~!! K CuWI>bell, a clerk at til" 
Chc)'CDDo oud Ampoboo Agency. The sketch wos tronslerred lrorn tho omreof In<llon Affal r:< outl i~ on elBIIIJ>Io nflhe pholn~rnl>hlencrord .< 
In the custody ot tho .Arcbh·!st or t he United Btotcs. 
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WAS HINGTON. 
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HAY's Pnot•osAL o~· THE "Ot•&s-Doon" PoLICY, 1800 

On Sct>tcmbcr 6, 180'J, Se<:rctnry oC Stnto John Uny ru<tuested France, Gcnnnny , Great Ildtaiu, Japan, 
l Dd ltussin to adhoro to n t•olic)' enunciated hy him Cor on "open door" In China. This l'l!<iliCSt wos 
trnnsmiUod to Hussln through nn Jnstnwtion to tho Amcrlcnn Amlmssn<\or at St. l'ctcrshurg, the first 
:Utd ID!t pngcs or which nrc ro]>rO<ItiL'C<I nho\'tl nnd em tltu opposite tmgo, •rhls instruction is nmon11 the 
records of American dlplotnntic utul musul~r posts rcc:t!h·ed from the l>c!partmeut or Stoll!. 
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C..UIGO, MAIL, AND PASSENGER UEI•OitT OF TilE "GIIAF ZEI'l'ELIN," 1929 

Tho ro(lort flli>rodut'll<l above wll!l Oled lor the Ora{ 7.tpptlin at tho hcglnnlng of lls 21-<Jay round-tho. 
wcrld trip In IIY-'11, and Is an exnmplo ol n mo(lcrn archh·nt document. It Is a carhon copy ma<lo by typo· 
writer on ai>rlnlll<l lonn, with an,cn(lmonls nn(l signature In longhand . This copy Wll!l filed originally 
with the Shlt•l•lng Board; It passed ovcntunlly Into the cu~lody ol tho :\larltlmc Commission, lrorn 
1\ hlcll lt WIIS rcccl\·e<l by Tho l\ntlonnl Archh·cs. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE INDEPENDENT OFFICES APPROPRIATION ACT, 
1939, APPROVED MAY 23, 1938 

[Public, No. 034, 7Gth Cong.] 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

Salaries nnd expenses: For the Archivist and for all other author­
ized exfenditures of The National Archives in carrying out the provi­
sions o the Act of June 19, 1934 (48 Stat. 1122-1124; 40 U. S.C. ch. 
2A) as amended; the Act of July 26, 1935 (49 Stat. 500-503; 
U. S. C., Supp. II, title 44, ch. SA), as amended· including personal 
services in the District of Columbia; supplies and equipment, includ­
ing scientific, technical, first-aid, protective, and other apparatus and 
materials for the arrangement, titling, scoring, repair, processin~, 
editing, duplication, reprOduction, and authentication of photographic 
records (including motion-picture films) and sound recordings in the 
custody of the Archivist; purchase and exchange of books, including 
law books, books of reference, maps, nnd charts; contract steno­
graphic reporting services; purchase of newspapers1 periodicals, and 
press clippings; not to exceed $100 for payment m advance when 
authorized by the Archh.jst for library membership in societies whose 
publications are available to members only or to members at a price. 
lower than to the genern.I public; travel expenses, including not to 
exceed $1,000 for the e..~penses of attendance at meetings concerned 
with the work of The Nntional Archives; repairs to equipment; 
maintennnce and operation of motor vehicles; and all other necessary 
expenses, $775,000: Provided, That section 3709 of the Revised Stat­
utes (41 U.S. C. 5) shall not be construed to apply to any purchase. 
or service rendered for The Nntionnl Archives when the aggre~n.te 
cost involved does not exceed the sum of $50: Prm•ided further, That 
six months after the date of npprovnl of this Act, notwithstanding 
any provisions to the contrary in section 2 of The National Archives 
Act, approved June 19, 1934, and section 1 of the Federal Register 
Act approved July 26, 1935, all persons employed in The National 
Archives establishment under section 2 of The National Archives Act 
and section 1 of t1le Federal Register Act s1111U be appointed by the 
Archivist in nccm·dance with the civil-service laws and the ClasSifica­
tion Act of 1923, as amended: And provided further, That n.ll per­
sons employed under section 2 of The National Archives Act and 
section 1 of the Federal Register Act in said establishment six months 
after the date of approval of this Act, regardless of the method by 
which they were appointed, who do not have a competitive classified 
civil-service status shall acquire such a status (1) upon recommenda­
tion by the Archh.jst nnd certification by him to the Civil Service 
Commission that such persons have rendered satisfactory service in 
said establishment for not less than six months and (2) upon passing 
such suitable noncompetitive tests as the Civil Service Commission 
£hall prescribe. 

Printing and binding: For all printing and binding for The 
N ationnl Archives, $14,000. 

Total, The National Archives, $789,000. 
1081120- 30-4 41 
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APPENDIX II 

ACCESSIONS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES DURING THE FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1938 1 

CONGRESS 

United States Senate 
Records. 3 feet. Accession 59 (addition). 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Ohief Olerk'a Office 
Pardon records, 1789-1894; records pertaining to the publication 

of the laws, 1819-75; civil commissions and related records, 18~3-88; 
extradition records, 1836-1906; and amnesty records, 1863-65. 188 
feet. Accession 85, part 2. 

Oonsular Oommercial Office 
Trade and political reports, 1925-31; shipping reports, 19at; and 

miscellaneous papers, 1924-31. 317 feet. AccessiOn 90. 

Historical Adviser's Office, Archives Section 
Records of claims commissions, 1789-1910. 1,548 feet. Accession 

138. 
Records of international boundary commissions, 1794-1908, and of 

internutional arbitration commissions, 1858-96; paLSSport reeords, 
1793-1880; and miscellaneous records. 638 feet. AccessiOn 144. 

Diplomatic and consular correspondence, miscellaneous letters, and 
domestic letters, 1789-19061 and miscellaneous records. 2,400 feet. 
Accession 147. 

Records of consular and diplomatic posts, 1793-1937. 1,950 feet. 
Accession 160. 

Ratifications of amendments to the Constitution, Continentnl Con­
gress papers reloting to foreign affairs, and miscellaneous records, 
1756-1906. 160 feet. Accession 161. 

Maps used in treaty negotiations and settlements, arbitrntious, nnd 
the like, 1719-1934. 3,710 items. Accession 164. 

International treaties and conventions and unperfected treaties, 
1778-1906. 90 feet. Accession 172. 

'Arrnnged first uccording to ngency of origin or of receipt ns gh·en on the 
ldentlficntlon Inventories under which the records were brought Into tbe Nn­
tlonol Archives Jlnlldlng and thereunder by accession number. The footage
given Is 1n linear feet. 

42 

ACCESSIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAH 
43 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Office of the SecretaNJ 
Special agents' papers relating to commercial intercourse in seceded 

areas and the collection and disposal of captured, abandoned, and 
confiscable pr~perty, 1861-81, and records relating to the purchase of 
supplies by United States purchasing agents, 1863-65. 100 feet.
Accession 210. 

Correspondence relating to French spoliation, internal revenue, and 
Civil War claims, 1850-1906, and indexes and ltsts of names compiled 
from Confederate records. 45 feet. Accession 211. 

Confederate records consisting of correspondence, financial and 
accounting records, and warrants and currency of the Confederate 
Treasury; court records, mainly for the district of east Texas; and 
customs records, 1861-65. 40 linear feet. Accession 212. 

Accounts and Deposita Office 
.Miscellaneous records relating to the receipt and the accounting

for the receipt of public funds, 1814-1919. 31 feet. Accession 89. 
Surety bonds, 1864-80. 3 feet. Accession 110. 
Printed budget and accounting records, 1789--1936. 29 feet. Acces. 

sion 163. 

Ohief Olerk'a Office 

Correspondence, records of awards, paid warrants, applications for 
positions, ledgers, pay rolls2 cash books, and other accounting and 
administrative records relatmg to the participation of the Govern­
ment in various expositions, 1876-1909. 88 feet. Accession 196. 
Ooaat Guard 

.Motion-picture film illustrating activities oi the Coast Guard. 33
units. Accession 112. 

Motion-piC'ture film illustrating activities of the Coast Guard. 36
units. Accession 124. 

Motion-picture film entitled "Pigeons to the Rescue." 1 unit. Ac­
cession 131. 

OustoTn8 Bureau 

Customs records called in from various ports of entry for use in 

connection with the settlement of French spoliation claims, 1789­
1816. 50 feet. Accession 209. 

Internal Revenue BW'eau 

Estate tax returns and attendant papers, 1916-25. 1,374 feet.
Accession 82, part 2. 


Prohibition permit records, 1919-25. 2,130 feet. Accession 127. 

Public Debt Service 

.Motion-picture film used to promote the Liberty nnd Victory Loan 
drives of 1918-19 and film portraying scenes from the Salvation 
Army congress held in London in 1914. 26 units. Accession 113. 

Loan records, 1775-1860. 259 feet. Accession 157. 

Loan records, 1841-60. 9 feet. Accession 159. 

Posters used during the Liberty Loan nnd War Savings Stamps 


campaigns, 1917-19. 1 foot. Accession 170. 



FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF AilCBIVJST44 

Publio Health ServicB 
Motion-picture film entitled "The Sci'ence of Life." 12 units. 

Accession 185. 

Seoret Service Diviaion 
Daily reports of agents, correspondence, nnd other records, 1863­

1934. 509 feet. Accession 169. 

DEPARTMENT OF W.AR 

Adjutant General's Office 
Military records of the Revolutionary War, 1775-83. 116 feet. 

Accession 201. 

Chief of Engineers' Office 
Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers and of the former 

T~J>ow.aphical Bureau, 1789-1894. 1,703 feet. Accession 139. 
Military maps and maps resulting from geographical explorations 

and surveys, most of which fall between 1789 and 1894. 1,945 items. 
Accession 208. 

Qum·terma.<Jter General's Office 
Miscellaneous records of the Motor Transport Corps, 1917-21. 70 

feet. Accession 199. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Claims Division 
Papers pertaining to closed cases before the Court of Claims, of 

recent dates. 34 feet. Accession 214. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Motion-picture film portraying activities of the Bureau. 3 units. 

Accession 96. 

Pardon Attorney's Office 
Papers in connection with applications by prisoners for Executive 

clemency and applications by ex-prisoners for pardon to restore civil 
rights, pardon recitals, and correspondence, 1853-1912. 505 feet. 
Accession 176. 

Records Division 
Correspondence of the Solicitor of the Treusury and reports on cus­

toms cases, 1821-88. 796 feet. Accession 87, part 2. 
Correspondence and administrative files of the Attorney General 

and of the Department, 1790-1903, accounting records, 1821-1909, and 
miscellaneous records. 2,918 feet. Accession 87, part 3. 

ACCE SSIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
45 

DEPARTMENT OF TllE NAVY 

A eronautics Bu1'Cazt 

Correspondence, inspection reports~ mwal aircraft drawings, and 
aircraft and aviation engine logbooks, 1917- 36. 413 feet. Accession
133. 

General correspondence files and other records, 1914-35. 1,400 
feet. Accession 152. 

Correspondence, records pertaining to the manufacture and inspec·
tion of naval aircraft, aircmft and aviation engine logbooks, and 
other records, 1918-37. 570 feet. .Accession 200. 
Oompensation Board 

Records of cost-inspection offices located at private shipyards and 
manufacturing establishments, 1917- 29. 2,735 feet. Accession 148. 
Engineering Bw·cau 

General correspondence, 1908-22. 1,094 feet. Accession 135. 
111edicine and Surgery Bureau 

Miscellaneous records relating to the work of the Bureau at uaval 
hospitals, at shore stations, and on ships, 1842-1926. 16 feet. Acces­
sion 188. 

Na1•al Operation~ Of!z'ce, Naval Intelligence Division, Naval Record8 
and Library Office 

Ship files, papers relating to naval activities in the World War)
and miscellaneous records, 1905-31. 420 feet. Accession 128. 
Navigation Bureau 

General correspondence, copies of ships' letters, conduct books, 
muster rolls, files of the commander in chief of the Atlantic Fleet 
(1906-9), copies of outgoing correspondence of the former Bureau 
of Equipment and Recruiting, and miscellaneous records, 1862- 1911. 
738 feet. Accession 129. · 

Navigation B-ureau, HydrograpMc Office 
Ocean current reports sent in by cooperating observers, 1904-34. 

57 feet. Accession 130. 

Navigation Bureau, Naval Observatory 
Incoming correspondence of the Naval Observatory, 1840- 91, gen­


eral correspondence of the Nautical Almanac Office, 1849-1911 , and 

miscellaneous records. 150 feet. Accession 142. 

Ordnance BuremJ, 

General correspondence, 1885-1915, and other records, 1842- 1920. 
3,400 feet. Accession 136. 

Yards and Doclcs Btweau 

General correspondence nnd other records, 1834-1913. 700 feet.
Accession 132. 

General correspondence, 1880-1910. 60 feet. Accession 173. 
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FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF ARCHIVIST46 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

EducatUm. Office 
Correspondence and reports of field and special agents of the Fed­

eral Board for Vocational Educo.tion, 1917- 30. 66 feet. Accession 
114.

Letter books of the Commissioner of Education, 1872-1908, and of 
the General Agent for Education in Alo.ska, 1887- 1908. 30 feet. 
Accession 141. 

Indian Affairs Office 
Records of tbe Office of Indian Trade, 1795- 1822, of the Indian 

Division of the Secretary's Office, 1849-1907, and of the Depredation 
Division of the Office of Indian Affairs..t 1836-91; and various finan­
cial and accounting records of the Omce of Indian Affairs, 1837­
1928. 439 feet. Accession 137. 

Census and annuity-payment rolls of the Eastern Cherokee In­
dians. 1 foot. Accession 150. 

Gencro.l correspondence, 1775-1851; o.bstracts and registers of cor­
respondence, 1824-50 ; and miscellaneous records of the Office of 
Indian Trnde,Jhe Indian Division of the Secretary's Office, nnd the 
Depredation JJivision of the Office of Indian Affairs. 215 feet. 
Accession 189.

Correspondence and otber po.pers of the Indian Territory Division 
of the Secretary's Office, 1898-1907. 203 feet. Accession 190. 

Genero.l correspondence, 1851- 80; report books of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, 1838-85; records of superintendencies and agencies, 
1814-SOi· and miscellaneous papers. 586 feet. Accession 192. 

Misce laneous records, 1775-1835. 1 foot. Accession 195. 
Letter books and incoming letters and reports of the various divi­

sions, 1881- 1907; general classified files, 1907-27; correspondence with 
the Five Civilized Tribes, 1907- 21; special files1 including reports, 
annuity rolls, o.nd land survey records; o.nd m1scellaneous papers. 
6,301 feet. Accession 215. 

Aerial photo~aphs of the Navajo and Fort Apache Reservations, 
1934--35, and miscellaneous photographs of Indians, reservation build­
ings, and other subjects, 1872-1925. 12,000 items. Accession 216. 

Mines Bureau 
Motion-picture film entitled "The Dust That Kills." 2 units. Ac­

cession 121.
Motion-picture film entitled "The Story of Coal." 3 units. Acces­

sion 122.
Motion-picture film entitled ''The Power Within." 2 units. Acces­

sion 123. 

National Park Service 
Correspondence, superintendents' reports, and other records relat­

ing to national parks and monuments, 1872-1915; scro.pbooks, 1915­
25; and chronological files of outgoing correspondence, 1936. 40 feet. 
Accession 145. 

J 
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Architectural and structural drawings1 blueprints, and tracings of 
certain Government buildings no longer m existence. 1 foot. Acces­
sion 194. 

Territories and Island Possessiona Division 
Records of the Government of the Virgin Islands, 1672-1933, 163 

feet. Accession 75, part 2. 
Records of the Government of the Virgin Islands, 1660-1932. 886 

feet. Accession 75, part 3. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Economics Bureau 
Federal-appeal w-ain grade certificates, 1925-32; nitrate of soda 

project records, 19li-20; Center Market records, 1922-30; and Domes­
tic Wool Section records, 1918-33. 402 feet. Accession 158. 

Agricultural Engineerin,q Bureau 
Fnrm-riruinage maps nnd related items, 1908-25. 1,945 items. Ac­

cession 207. 

Animal. Indwtry Bureau 
General correspondence, 1894-1913; correspondence files relating to 

animal husbandry, 1901-29, to animal diseases1 1913-2R, to tnhf'rcu­
losis erudicntion. 1912-30, nnd to administrative mutters, 1913-27; 
correspondence filt>s of the Meat Inspection Division, 191a-2i, nnd in­
spection reports, 1923-33; and dockets of packers and stockyards 
cases throu~h No. 297. 588 feet. Accession 151. 

Budget and Finance Office 
Applications for advances on the funds of the Department, 1926-33. 

3 feet. Accession 155. 

Ohemi.~tr11 and SoilR Bureau. 
Correspondence of the Bureau of Chemistry, 1!186-1918; correspond­

ence of the Bureau of Soils, 1894-1918; soil survey field operation re­
ports, 1901-14, nnd field sht>ets, 1901-24; nnd fel'tilizet· control 
correspon1lence, 1918-21. 1,522 feet. Accession 205. 

Entomology and Plant Quara11ti11e Bureau 
Correspondt>nce, notebooks, and zinc etchings and electrotypes from 

the Dr. Willinm Burnes lepidoptera collection, 1904-27. 40 feet. 
Accession l!i3. 

Permit!' for the intPrstnte movt>ment of certain plants under quar­
antine regnlntions, 1926-28. 2 feet. Accession 154. 

EaJten.~ion Service 
Motion-pirt11re film portraying activities of the Department. 26 

units. Accession 93. 
Annnul rerlorts of field workers, 1908-33, nnd project r<'cords con­

sisting of p nns of wnr·k prepared by extension workers, 1914-33. 
1,534 feet. Aecession 1i4. 

l 
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Farm Security Adminiatration 
Motion-picture film entitled "The Plow That Broke the Plains." 

3 units. Accession 204. 

Food and Drug Administration 
Records of the Board of Food and Drug Inspection , including cor~ 

respondence, reports, and hearings, 1907-15; records pertnininl! to the 
supervision of importations of food and drugs, 1907-13; and cards 
eonta.ining data. resulting from investigations and analyses of samples 
of food products, 1905-32. 83 feet. Accession 175. 

Forest Service 
General incoming correspondence, 1888-98 ; letter press copy books, 

1900; misce1la.neous correspondence, 1907-17; news items and fress 
releases, 1909-33; correspondence regarding the organization o the 
lOth and 20th Engineers during the World War, 1917-21; and per­
sonnel allotment sbeets, 1917-28. 118 feet. Accession 202. 

Annual statistical summary reports of district offices, 1917-36. 6 
feet. Accession 206. 

Weather Bureau 
"Abstract logs," meteorological journals, and extracts from log­

books of commercial ships, 1784-1892hmost of them accumulated liy 
Matthew Fontaine Maury while in c arge of the former Depot of 
Charts and Instruments of tl1e Nn.vy Department. 40 feet. Accession 
143. 

A daily journal of meteorological observations and instrument read­
ings, 1883. 2 inches. Accession 213. 

DEPARTltlENT OF COMMERCE 

Office of the SecretaMJ 
Personnel records of employees who died while in the service of 

the Department or who were born after 1867 and have retired, 
1884-1937. 112 feet. Accession 1'77. 

Ooaat and Geodetio Survey 
Tide staff readings, 1832-1926; tide leveling records, 1856-1925; 

deJ?th sounding records, 1851-1911; seismograph readings, 1926-34; 
ana magnetic observations, 1928-30. 284 feet. Accession 106. 
Fiaheries Bureau 

Motion-picture film concerning activities of the Bureau. 71 units. 
Accession 108. 

Lighthouses Bureau 
Correspondence and personnel records of the former United States 

Lighthouse Board, 1842-86. 9 feet. Accession 179. 

Marine Inspection and Navigation Bureau 
Marine documents. 5 feet. Accession 70 (addition). 
Correspondence and personnel records of the former Steamboat 

Inspection Service, 1852-1902. 14 feet. Accession 178. 

ACCESSIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAH 49 
National Bureau, of Standards 

Records of committees of the Presidenfs Conference on Home 
Building and Home Ownership, 1929-33. 30 feet. Accession 111. 

DEP.ART?t!ENT OF LABOR 

l1nrnigration and Naturalization Service 
Outgoing con-espondence, 1882-1912; registers of letters received, 

1882-1903 i personnel files, 1903-33; Americanization records, 
1913-37; mternment camp records, 1917- 18; accounting records, 
1929-33; and miscellaneous datu. 686 feet. Accession 162. 
Labor Statiatics Bureau 

Employment survey schedules, 1933. 1,750 feet. Accession 165. 
TVomen's Buretm 

Bulletin files, 1920-30. 12 feet. Accession 166. 

INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

O·ivilian 001UJervation Oorps 
Monthly work progress reports, 1936-37. 64 feet. Accession 198. 

Ooal Oommiasion 
Records, 1922-23. 654 feet. Accession 116. 

Federal Fuel Distributor 
Personnel records, 1922-23. 1 foot. Accession 184. 

Federal Housing AdministraUon 
A tp'OUp of film slides and sound-recording disks entitled "Better 

Housmg Program." 32 units. Accession 186. 
Federal Reserve System 

:Motion-picture film showing scenes at the dedication of the Fed­

eral Reserve Building, October 20, 1937. 1 unit. Accession 156. 

Fine Arts Oornmisaion 

Records relating to completed projects, 1910-36. 56 feet. Acces­
sion 109. 

Food Administration 

Personnel I'Ccords of the W nshington office and of field offices,
1917-19. 50 feet. Accession 180. 

Curd index: to personnel records of the Sugar Equalization Bonrd. 
5 feet. Accession 181. 

Pct'SOnnel rccol'(ls of the Whent Dh·ector, 19W-20. 1 foot. .Ac­
cession 182. 

Fuel Adminiat1·ation 
Recol'ds 1917- 19. 2,089 feet. Accession 115. 
Card index: to personnel records. 1 foot. Accession 183. 
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Indian Commissioners Board 

Correspondence, 1869-1914. 4 feet. Accession 191.I' 
Inland Waterways Corporation 

Motion-picture film showing a map of inland waterway routes in 
the Mississippi River region and the christening of a vessel at Howard 
Ship Yard. 2 units. Accession 187. 

Maritime C ommis&ion 
Minutes of the United States Shipping Board and of the trustees 

of the Emergency Fleet Corporation, 1917-36. 14 feet. Accession 

107.Records of the Construction Department of the Emergency Fleet 
Corporation, 1917- 26, and of the Burenu of Research of the United 
States Shipping Board and the United Stutes Shipping Board Bu­
reau of the Department of Commerce, 1918--35. 5,200 feet. Accession 

126. 
National Archives 

Motion-picture film portraying a meeting of the National Archives 
Council on February 10, 1936. 3 units. Accession 94. 

Motion-picture film recording a film-cabinet test. 1 unit. Acces­
sion 117.Motion-picture film recording a film-container test. 1 unit. Acces­
sion 119.Motion-picture film recording a film-cabinet test. 1 unit. Acces­
sion 171. 
National Labor Relations Board 

Decisions and related correspondence, exhibits, election requests, 
and files of the Denver office of the National Ln.bor Board and of 
the first National Labor Relations Board, 1933-35. 12 feet. Acces­
sion 168. 
National War Labor Board 

Personnel and other administrative records, clippings, and case 
material, 1918-19. 32 feet. Accession 167. 
President's Emergency Committee for Employment and tlte Presi­

dent's Organization on Unemployment Relief 
Records, 1930-32. 368 feet. Accession 134. 

Social Security Board 
Motion-picture film entitled "Today's Frontier." 3 units. Acces­

sion 146.Motion-picture film entitled "We, the People and Social Security." 
1 unit. Accession 193.

Motion-picture film entitled "Today's Frontier." 7 units. Acces­
sion 203. 
Tariff Commission 

Records of the former Tnriff Board, 1909-12, and miscellaneous 
t·ecords, 1915-18. 21 feet. Accession 149. 
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V eteraM' .Administration 
Papers relating to closed pension claims. 497 feet . Accession 12 

(addition). 

lVar Industries Boa1·d, Council of National DefentJe, and Oommittee 
on Public Information 

Records, 1916- 21. 5,062 feet. Accession 88. 

Works Progress .Administration 
Motion-picture film entitled "Work Pays America." 6 units. 

Accession 120. 

JUDICIARY 

United States District Oourt for the Ea8tern Di8triot of North Caro­
lina 

Miscellaneous records, 1791-1913. 6 feet. Accession 98. 

PRIVATE GIFTS 

A disk containing a sound recording of an address entitled "Our 
Federal Archives," which was broadcast by the Archivist of the 
United States on November 25, 1935-presented by the Radio and 
Film Methods Corporation. 1 unit. Accession 91. 

Disks containing sound recordings of addresses and other proceed­
ings on the occasion of the First National Defense Day, September 
12, 1924-presented by the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 22 
units. Accession 92. 

Motion-picture film portraying scenes in the Philippine Islands, 
Hawaii, and France taken in 1913, 1915, and 1917 by the late Clar­
ence B. Miller, Member of Congress from Minnesota-p1·esented by 
Mrs. Miller. 53 units. Accession 95. 

Disks containing a sound recording made in 1937 of n rending by 
John G. Bradley from his pamphlet entitled Into Old Mexico by Auto 
(1933)-presented by the American Foundation for the Blind. 3 
units. Accession 97. 

Motion-picture film pertaining to the trip of a delegation of Latin 
American diplomats to attend the Monroe Doctrine centennial in Los 
Angeles, July 1923-presented by the Pan American Union. 14 units. 
Accession 99. 

Di sks containing a sound recording of nn address on "The Heart 
and Soul of the Constitution," delivered by Representat ive Sol Bloom 
on November 25, 1036, and sound recordings of a pro~:,Tl'am celcbmting 
the centennial of the American patent system, November 23, 1936­
presented by the United States Recording Co. 3 units. Accession 
100. 

Disks containing sound recordings of n program celebrating the 
centennial of the American patent system, November 23, 1936-pre­
sented by the National Committee in charge of the celebration. 2 
units. Accession 101. 

Disks containing sound recordings of a radio program broadcast in 
celebration of the centennial of the American patent system, Novem­
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ber 28, 1936-presentcd by tl1c Columbia Broadcnsting Co., Inc. 2 
units. Accession 102.

Motion-picture film entitled "Rhapsody in Steel," made in 1934­
presented by the Ford Motor Co. 2 units. Accession 103. 

Motion-picture film entitled " Yesterday and Today," made in 
1U36-presented by the Western Electric Co. 1 unit. Accession 104. 

Disks contnining sound recordings of rendings by Representntive 
Kent E. Keller from his book, P1·ospcrit11 Through Employment 
(New York, 1936)-presented by Mr. Keller. 14 units. Accession 

105.Disks containing sound recordings of a radio address on April 28, 
1935, and of an address before Congress on May 22, 1935, by Presi­
dent Franklin D . Roosevelt-presented by the Radio and Film 
Methods Corporation. 2 units. Accession 118. 

Motion-picture film entitled "The Romance of Celluloid," made in 
1937-presented by the Metro-Goldwy n-Mayer Corporation. 1 unit. 
Accesston 125.Disks containing sound recordings of addresses delivered by Wil­
liam Jennings Bryan in 1900, by Woodrow Wilson in 1912, and by 
President Frnnldm D. Roosevelt in 1934-presented by the RCA 
Manufacturing Co. Inc. 3 units. Accession 140. 

Motion-picture ftlm entitled "See America First," released in 
1934--presented by W urner Bros. Pictures, Inc. 13 units. Acces­
sion 197. 

APPENDIX III 

'BOOKS AND ARTICLES PUBLISHED, PAPERS READ, AND ADDRESSES 
DELIVERED BY MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES STAFF 
DURING THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1938 

DonoTHY .A.nnAUGH, Division of Cataloging. 
Indiana Depnrtment of Public Instruction Checklist of Bulletins 

1903-0ct. 1937. LibraMJ Occu1'7'ent, 12:275-292 (Jan.-Mar. 
1938). 

HENRY P. BEERs, Division of Navy Department A t·chivcs. 
The Army and the Ot·egon Trail to 1846. Pacific Nortlvweat 

Quartcrly, 28 : 339-362 (Oct. 1937). 
Reviews of lVasltington, City and Capital, by the Federal Writers' 

Project of tho Works Progt:ess Administration ; of Handbook of 
Latin American Studies, edited by Lewis Hanke; and of Over 
tlte Blue lVall, by Etta Lane Matthews. Social Studies, 28 : 376 
(Dec.1937), and 29 : 231,236 (May 1938). 

Bibliographies in American History; Guide to Materials for 
Research. New York, The H. W . Wilson Co., 1938. 339 p . 

Records of the Office of Chief of En"ineers, War Department 
Archives. J otwnal of the American ~iilitary History Founda­
tion, 2 : 94 (Summer 1938) . 

NELSON M. BLAIU:, Okief of tlte Division of Navy Department 
ArcMves. 

Reviews of Francis H . Pierpont, Union lVat• Governor of V irginia 
and Fatltcr of West Virginia, by Charles H. Ambler, and of 
Joltnson Newlon Camden/ a Study in buiividttali8m, by Festus 
P. Summers. Jotwnal of Soutlte1•n H istoMJ, 3:514-516 (Nov. 
1937), and 4:255-257 (May 1938) . 

JoHN G. BRADLEY, OMef of the Division of Motion Piotures Olfld 
Sound Recordings. 

This New Magic. Paper read at the opening of the National 
Archives auditorium on December 17, 1937. 

Report of the Committee on Presel'\'ation of Film, Society of 
Motion Picture Engineers. Paper rend before the Soci£>ty, 
W nsl1in"ton, D. C., April 28, 1938. 

N a tiona! Archives Will Preserve Motion Pictures for Generations. 
American Cinetnatographc1•, 19:217- 219 (May 1938); reprinted 
in Cong1·essional R ecord, 83:13161 (June 27, 1938) . 

JonN J. BnAUl'."ER, editor of tlte Federal Regi8ter. 
The Federal Bur Association and the De,relopmcnt of Administrn­

tiveLnw. Fedc1'alBcwJou1·nal, 3: l75- l71 (Apr.1938). 
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PBJLIP C. Bnooxs, DiviBion of Navy Department Archives. 

The First Annual Meeting of tl1e Society of American Archivists. 
American Library Association, Public Documents, 1937, p. 248­

254.Washington Birthday Recalls Early Treaty. Washington Post, 
February 20, 1938. 

Review of The Science of Archives in South Africa, by Graham 
Botha. .American Archivist, 1:92 (Apr. 1938). 

SoLON J. BucK, Director of Publications. 

The National Archives. Address before the Kiwanis Club of 


Clearwater, Fla., February 4, 1988. 
Government Aid to Historical Research : The National Archives 

and the National Historical Publications Commission. Paper
read before the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, In­
dianapolis, April 28, 1938. 

Review of A Manual of Archive AdminiBtration, by Hilary Jenlcin­
son. Journal of the American Statistical Association, 33 : 499­

501 (June 1938). 
EowARD G. CAJtiPnELL, Division of Classification. 

The United States Military Railroads, 1862-1865. Journal of the 
American Military History Foundation, 2: 70-90 (Summer 

1938). 
MARTIN P. CLAUSSEN, DiviBion of Classification. 

The United States and Great Britain, 18G1-1865; Peace Factors 
in International Relations. Abstract of Ph. D. thesis. Urbana, 
Ill., 1938. 12 p.

Peace Factors in An~lo-American Relations, 1861-65. Pa~er read 
before the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, Indian­
apolis, April 29, 1938. 

R. D. W. CoNNOR, Archivist of the United States. 
The National Archives. America11a Anntwl, 1938 (New York, 

1938), 456. The National Archives. Address before the Palaver Club, Wash­
ington, D. C., December 13, 1937; and before the Little Congress, 
Washington, D . C., May 24, 1938. 

The Use and Abuse of History. Paper read before the Woman's 
Club of Danville, Va., March 16, 1938. 

The British Invasion of the South, 1780-81. Address before the 
District of Columbia Society of the Sons of the American Revo· 
lution, Mnrch 23, 1938.

William Kenneth Boyd, Historian and Promoter of Historical 
Studies. Paper rend nt memorial exercises l1eld nt Duke Uni­
versity, Durhnm, N. C., April 10, 1938. 

JESsE S. DouaLAS, Division of War Department A ·1·chilws. 
The Clackamas-Clark Count>: Boundary, 1850. Oregon Histori­

cal Quarterly, 39:147-151 tJune 1938).
Review of The Bannock Indian War of 1878, by George Francis 

Brimlow. Oregon Historical Quarte1·ly, 39:190-192 (June 

1938). 
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RonEliT A. EAST, Division of Classification. 
Economic Development nnd New England Federalism, 1803-1814. 

New England Quarterly, 10:430-446 (Sept. 1937). 
The Settlement of Alexander Hamilton's Debts; a Footnote to 

History. New York History, 18:378-385 (Oct. 1937). Written 
in collaboration with Josephine Mayer. 

An Early An~lo-American Finnncial Transaction. Bulletin of the 
Bu~dness Historical Society, 11: 88-96 (Nov. 1937). Written in 
collaboration with Josephine Mayer. 

PnESTON W. EosALL, Office of the Director of Publications. 
Journal of the Courts of Common Right and Chancery of Enst 

New Jetsey, 1683-1702. Philadelphia, American Le~al History 
Society, 1937. xi, 356 p. Edited, with an introductiOn. 

PERCY Swrr FLil'riN, Oldcf of the Division of Imlependent Agencies 
Archives. 

Review of V irginia, the Old Dominion, by Matthew P. Andrews. 
Missilsippi Valley Hi8torical Review, 24: 391 (Dec. 1937). 

W. NEIL FRANKLIN, Division of Veterans' Administration A1·chivea. 
Review of Indian Affairs in Georgia, 173!3-1756, by John P. Corry. 

Journal of Southern Hi8tory, 3:501-503 (Nov. 1937). 

liEn)rAN R Fnns, Division of Maps and Oharts. 
Eight original dot maps of population distribution in colonial 

America, 1650-1780. Preliminary smnl1-scnle reproduction in 
The Roots of American Civilization,' a History of American. 
Oolonial Life, by Curtis P. Nettels (New York, 1938) . 

BESs GLENN, Division of Cataloging. 
Some Letters of Robert Mills, Engineer and Architect. Columbia..~ 

Historical Commission of South Carolina, 1938. 25 p . Edite<1. 
in collaboration with A. S. Salley. 

CARL Loms Gru:aony, Divi8ion of Motion Pictures and Sound 
R ecording II. 

Abstracts of Articles of Interest to Photogrammetrists. Photo­
grammetric Engineering Magazine 3:29 (Dec. 1937). 

A Centralized System of National, State, County, and City Aerial 
Topographic Libraries. Photogrammetric Engineering Maga­
zine, 3: 39-47 (Dec. 1937). 

Aerial Topographic Libraries, a Plan for Coordination and Cen­
tralization. Address before the American Society of Pboto­
IP'nmmetry, Washington, D. C., Janual'y 25, 1938. 

Prmters for Old and Shrunken Film. Definition of Terms-a 
Glossary. Papers rend before the Society of Motion Picture 
Engineers, Washington, D. C., April 28, 1938. 

WAYNE C. Gnovm, Division of War Department Archives. 
War Department Records in The National Archives. Journal of 

the American Military History Foundation, 1: 122 (Fall 1937). 
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WAYNE C. GnoVER- Continued. 
Reviews of Ra.w Jlfaterials in Peace arul 1Var, by Eugene Staley; 

of R evolt .Agaimt lVar, by H. C. En~elbrecht; nnd of The 
Oaissom Roll, by Hanson W. Baldwm. Infantry Jowrnal, 
44:477 (Sept.- Oct. 1937), and 45:183, 282 (Mar.-Apr., May­
June 1938) . 

Unicameral Legislatures. Address before students in political 
science at American Unhersity, NoYember 12 1937. 

Review 	of A History! of illilitarism, by Alfred Vnrrts. Journal 
of the American M1litnry History Foundation, 2: 4S::5o (Spring 
1938). 

PIDLIP M. HAltER, Oldef of tlte DivU!ion of Acces~ion.~. 
Federal Archives Outside the District of Columbin. Proceeding~; 

of the Society of American Archivists, 1937, p. 8~89. 
Review of Tlt e T erritorial Papers of the United States, vol. 4, The 

Territory South of the River OMo, 1790-1796, edited by Clarence 
E . Carter. Journal of Southern HU!ton;, 3:363 (Aug. 1937). 

Suggestions for the Preservation of Records of the ·world Wnr. 
Address before The American Legion, New York, September 20, 
1937. 

Preservin_g the Nation's History. 	 Address before the East Ten. 
nessee Historical Society, Knoxvil1e, October 15, 1937. 

What the WPA is Doing for the History of tho South. Paper 
read before tho Southern Historical Association, Chapel Hill~ 
N. C., November 19, 1937. 

Review of bulian Atfai1•s in Georgia, 173!!-17.56, by John P. Con·y. 
MissU!sippi V alle!f H istorical R eview, 25 : 87 (June 1938). 

GLENN C. HENRY, Division of Motion Pictu1•es and Sourul R ecordi1t!Js. 
Your Ears. Address before the National Archives Association. 

Washington, D. C., May 18, 1938. ' 

DonOTHY J. IIu.r., Division of Cataloging. 
Monograph Series; Their Classification and Their Catalog Rec. 

ords. Bulletin of the .American Library Association, 31:735­
(0ct. 15, 1V37); abstracted in Oatalogers' and Olas.Yifiers' Yet~~r­
boolc, No.7 (Chicago, 1938), 78. 

RoscoE R. HILL, Oltief of tlte Division of Classification. 
Fuentes de Historia Americana en los Archivos Espaiioles. Bole­

tin del Arcltivo Nacional, 36: 5!>--68 (Havana, 1937). Reprinted 
from Boletin de la Union Panamericana for AJ?ril1936. 

National Archives of Latin America. Handbook of Latin American. 
Studies, edited by Lewis Hanke (Cambridge, 1937), p. 433--442. 

John Franklin Jameson, an Appreciation. llispanic American 
Historical Review, 11:417 (Nov. 1937). 

Imptessions of Hispanic American Arclnves. llispunic American. 
Historical Review, 17:538-545 (Nov. 1937). Summary in D. 0. 
Libmrics, 8: 90 (July 1937). 

Reviews of lliog?'afia del General Don Pedro Joaquin Olwmorrot 
1818-1890, by Esteban Escobar; of El Verdadero Sandino o elt 
Oalva1•io de las Segov ias, by Anastasio Somoza; of The Unitea 
States arul tl1e Dismption of tl~e SpanislL Em.pire, 1810-JB~S~ 
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RoscoE R. lllu.r-Continue<.l. 
by Charles C. Grillin; and of Auwrica 8mttl1, by Curleton Beals. 
Hispanic ~1nuJ1'ican lli.yforical B c'l.'icw, 17: fHO, 512 (Nov. 1937), 
nnd 18 : 79, 207 (Feb., l\Iuy 1938). 

Review of A Manual of Arc/Live Administration, by Hilary Jenk· 
inson. L ibmry Quarterly, 8: 129 (Dec. 1937). 

DmtSEY W. li'l'DE, Jr., Director of Archival Service. 
Essential Functions in the Organization of The National Archives. 

Proceedings and Papers of the National Associntion of State 
Librnl'ies, 1936--87, p. 12- 15, und American Library Association, 
Public Documents, 1937, p. 255-261. 

Review of A Ma:nual of Archive Admini/jtrat ion, by Hilot·y Jenk· 
iJ1son. Library Journal, 62: 908 (Dec. 1, 1937). 

The National Archives. Address befo1·e the Baltimore Special 
Libraries Association, Baltimore, February 4, 1938, and lieforc 
the Middle Eastern Libruries Associtttion , ·washington, D. C.,May 7,1938. 

Educntionul .Aims of the Community .1\fuscum. Museum News, 
16:7 (Mny 1938). 

Principles for the Selection of :Materials for Prcser\'tttion in Public 
Archives. Pnper rend before 11 confcr·ence on urchives and 
librnries of the American Librnry AsSO<'intion, Ktmsns City, 
June 14, 1938. 

DALL,\s D. Im·INE, OMef of t/l(J Division of War Depm·tment Ar·chiue.v. 

The Genesis of the Official R ccord,v. Jl!ia.vi,vHippi 1' alle1J Hi8lol'i(''Jl 
Re?Jiew, 24: 221-229 (Sept. 1937) . · 

The Origin of Cnpitnl Staffs. Journal of illodern !Iiatmy, 10: 161­
179 (June 1938) . 

W. L. G .•ToEno, Ohirf of th e Division of Jllaps mul Olwrt.~. 
Federrll Sun·eys nncll\Inps. Ameril.'an Year Book for 1997, \l.259. 
The Work 	of the Division of .Mnps and Chnrts. Address >efore 

the Amct·icnn Society of Photogmnunetry, ·washington, D. C.,July 23, 1937. 
The PJ·esent Stntns of Our Knowledge of the Antru·ctic. Address 


befot·e the Amet·icnn Society of Photogrnmmetry, 'Vashington , 

D. C., August 27, 1937. 

The Intt•J•nnl Impro\'cment l\Iups (1825-1835) 	 in The Nntionnl 

At·chives. Annals of the Association of American Geogmphers, 

28:52 (~'fur. 1938). 

The Rcpresentnt ion of Suboceanic Relief on Uttps of IntermNlin te 

Scale. Paper rend before the section of ocennogr·aphy of thrJ 

American Geophysical Union, Washington, D. C., April 29, 1938; 

publis!Jed in Transactions of the American Geophysical Union 

for 1938, p. 245-248. 

Report for 1937-38 of the Chuirmnn of the United Stutes Nntionnl 
Committee of the Intel'llationnl Geographical Union. Rend 
before the Division of Geology and GeographJ• of the Nrtt ionnl 
Research Council, Wnshington , D. C., April 30, 1988. 
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BERNARD R. J{£l'{NEOY, Director of the Division of the Federal Reg­

ister. 
The Federal Register. Rndio add1·css brottdcnst by Station WBBC, 

Brooklyn, N.Y., October 9, 1937. 
The Federal Re~istcr. .Address before the Federal Club, Wash­

ington, D. C., February 1, 1938. 
ARTHUR E.lUl\IDERLY, Chief of tl•e Division of Repair and Preserva· 

tion..The Preservation of Records in Vital Statistics. Bureau of the 
Census, Vital Statistics-Special Reports, 3:153-158 (Aug. 

1937).The Work of the Division of Repair and Preservation in The Na· 
tional Archives. Address before the Civitan Club, Baltimore, 
December 10, 1937, nnd before the American Institute of Chem­
ists, Washington, D. C., December 18, 1937. 

The Repair and Preservation of Records in The National Archives. 
Oltemist, 15:236-244 (May 1938).

Essentials in the Repnir and Preservation of Public Archivnl and 
Private Manuscript 1\Iaterirtl. Pnper rend before a conference 
on archives and librnries of the Amer'ican Library Association, 
Kansas City, June 16, 1938. 

G. LEIOIITON LAFuzE, Dblision of Classification. 
Review of Wooden 1'itan: Bitulen1ntrg in Twent]! Ycm·s of Ger­

man Hi.~tor]/ by John 'Vheeler-B<'nnett, and of The Oaree1• of1Tllioe_ldle J>e7rnJIRe, by Charles W . Porter. SocioJ. Science, 
12 : 315 (July 1937), and 13:85 (Jan. 1938) . 

Review of A11archy m• Jli(Jral'rlr?J, by Snlvndor de 1\·Iadaring11. 
Olrristian f'enfW"!/1 July 7, 1!>37.

Rl'view of Hi.rdor]/ of tlre Press and Public Opinion in Old11a, by 
Lin Yntang. Social Forces. 16: 302 (Dec. 1937).

Re,•iew of A History of the ilfor!PrTI nml Oontemporant Fa.r Ea.~t. 
hv ]>ttul Ilibbel't Clyde. Pacific Bistoriral Review , '7: 65 (Mnr: 

1938).Review of Frn u·h T11no-Ohi1w. by Vir!!inia Thompson. American 
Journal of Intcrnat.ional Law, 32:408 (Apr. 1938).

Review of Bismarclc a11il Britit~h Colonial PoliC1J, by William Os­
good Avdelottc. Am1al.~ of tl1e American Academy of Political 
nnd Social Science, 197 : 282 (May 1938).

Review of Frr11('h Policy and J)elJclopm enfs in Indo-OhiM, by
Thomas E. Ennis. Politiral Science Quarterly, 53:317 (June 

1938). 
PAUL LEWlN~ON, Chief of the T>i1Jision of Labor nepa:rtment Arcltiv es. 

R e,•iew of Our !Mffccti?tr State, by WilHam H. Hessler. Social, 
Edul'afion, 1: 7 (Oct. 1937).j Review of Caste and Ola.~s in a Soutltern Town, by John Dollard. 
American Historical Review, 43:428 (Jnn. 1938).

R9view of Rrco11struction, the Battle for Democracy (1865-1876) 1 

I by Jnmes S. Allen. Mississippi Valley Historical Review, 25: 120 

l (June 1938). 
I 
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CARL L. LoKXE, Division of Olassificatwn. 
Review of Bonapat•te, GoliiVerneur d'Egypte, by Francois Chnrles­
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APPENDIX IV 

REPORT ON THE WORK OF THE SURVEY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES 
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1938, BY THE ASSOCIATE 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY IN 
CHARGE OF THE "INVENTORY OF FEDERAL ARCHIVES IN THE 

STATES'' 

Upon the te1·mination of the Survey of Federal Archives as a 
separate Nation-wide Federal project on June 30, 1937, the survey­
ing of most of the records of the Federal Government in the 48 
States had been completed, but the work of compiling and making 
availnble the information tlms secured in the form of a descriptive 
publication lmown as the Inventory of Federal Archives in the States 
remained unfinished. It was necessary, accordingly, to effect such 
administrative reorganizations as would make possible a continuation 
of the work begun by the Survey until tllis Inventory should be com­
pleted. Dr. Luther H. Evans, National Director of the Historical 
Records Survey, was of great assistance in making thls possible. On 
July 1, 1937, or shortly thereafter, members of the staff of the 
Survey of Federal Archives in 24: States were trnnsferred to the 
Historical Records Survey and authorized to continue their work 
upon the Inventory. Within a few weeks a number of State projects 
for continuing the work of the Survey of Federal Archives were 
organized. When this was done in States where the Historical 
Records Survey had taken over units of the former Survey of Fed­
eral Archives, those units were transferred to the new State projects, 
and the Historical Records Survey was relieved to this extent of the 
burden of continuing the work of the Survey of Federal Archlves. 
On June 30, 1938, the work of the Survey ol Federal Archives was 
being continued by the Historical Records Survey in 8 States and by 
separate State projects in 29 States. In 11 States the work lwd 
been terminated. 

In order that the supervision of the editorial work being performed 
in the States mi~ht continue 15 members of the Washlngton office 
of the Survey of Federal Arcl1ives were transferred to the coordinat­
ing project of the Historical Records Survey in Washington. The 
serv1ees of the other 12 members of the SFA staff in Washington 
were then terminated, and durin~ the year the editorio.l staff was 
further reduced by transfers and by resl.gnations to 10. Dr. Philip 
M. Hamer of The National Archives was appointed to the staff of 
the Historical Records Survey without pay as Associate National 
Director in charge of the Inventory of Federal AraMves in the States. 
Certain other members of the staff of The National Archives, includ­
ing Dr. G. Philip Bauer, Dr. Henry P. Beers, Mr. CarlL. Gregory,
and Mr. Siert F. Riepma, formerly members of the staff of the Sur­
vey of Federal Archives, continued to give a portion of their time to 
the completion of certain pho.ses of the work of the Survey. 
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'Vhile the Sun·ey of Federal Archives as a Works Progress Ad­
ministration Federal project ceased to exist on June 30, 1937, it has 
seemed convenient to continue to designate by that name the three 
groups-units of the Historical Records Survey, separate State proj­
ects, and members of the staff of The National Archives-which, 
undm· the supervision of the former Natiomtl Director of the Survey 
of Fedeml Archives, luwe continued the work tlutt the Federal 
project had begun. 

The surveying of Federal archives was carried on during the fiscal 
year 1938, to a relnth•ely small extent, in l\I1tine, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania., Virginia, Alnbamn, Kentucky, Utah, Nevada, 
and California. In some instances, where the origmal survey had 
not been satisfactory, a limited amount of resurveying was under­
taken. The major occupation of field workers and members of the 
staff of the Washington office, however, was the compilation of in­
formation secured by the Survey into the Inventory. With the as­
sistance of the Historical Records Survey plans were made to have 
this Inventory mimeographed and distributed to interested librnries 
and governmentnl agencies. The preliminary work on the Inventory 
is done in the field, and approximately 70 percent of this had been 
completed by June 30, 1938. The preliminary manuscript is edited 
in the Washington office ami is then returned to the field offices for 
nP.cessa.ry corrections nnd final typing. After tho final copy Juts been 
approved by members of the editorinl staff in 'Vnslungton, the 
[m,entory is again returned to the field offices for mimeogmphing. 

The plan for the organization of the Inventory is as follows: Series 
I consists of reports on the administration of the Survey, acknowl­
edgments, and general discussions of the location1 condition , and con­
tent of Federal archives in the Stntes. Succeedmg series contttin in 
inventory form the detttiled information secured by workers of the 
Survey, a separate series number being nssigned to ench of the execu­
tive departments (except the Department of State) and to other 
major units of the Federal Government. Within each series, No. 1 
is a general introduction to the field organiz1ttion nnd records of the 
governmental agency concerned, and the succeeding numbers contain 
the inventory proper, separate numbers being assigned to each St!tte 
in alphabetical order. Thus, in each series the inventory for Ala­
bama is No.2, thnt for Arizona, No.3, tlutt for Arkansas, No.4, and 
so on. For each local office, information regarding each !!roup or 
series of related records is presented in the following ordet·: 'i'itle, in­
clusive dates ("to date" indicating nn open file at the time the infor­
mation was secured), general description of informational content, 
description of the system of filing or indexing (if any) , n statement 
of frequency and purpose of use, form of the recorcl itself (bound 
volumes, sheets in folders1 etc.) , linear foohtpe, description of tho 
containers, physical conditiOn of the records ~not stated if satisfac­
tory), location by room number or other identifying informntion, and, 
finally, the number of the Survey form on which this information 
wns originally recorded by the Sur\·ey worker and from which it was 
abstracted for the Inventory. These forms are on file in The Natiomt( 
Archives. Whon one contains substnntial information on addenda 
sheets that has not been included in the mimeo~mpbed abstract, in­
dication of this is given by use of the reference 'see addenda." 
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During the year pt·ogress hns been made in the compilation, by tl1e 
field staff, of a directory of buildings nnd rooms in which Federal 
nrchives nrc stored. The, making of certain statistical analyses of 
the age, volume, nnd conditions of storage of the records of the sev­
eral agencies of the Government hns been begun. 

Certain subsidiary work, which does not delay completion of the 
lnventor'IJ, has been undertaken by se\•ernl of the State projects. The 
Massnclmsetts project compiled nnd issued in mimeographed form 
Ship Regi3ters, District of Barnstable, Massaclw8etts7 1814- 1918. 
This met with such a favorable reception from persons mterested in 
maritime history thnt work was begun on the compilation of infor­
mation concerning ship registers in other districts of Massachusetts 
and in l\faine, Rhode Island, nnd California. The Louisiana p1·oject 
hns made abstracts of certain old records of the Geneml Lund Ofllce, 
hns translated from Spanish into English records of the Spanish 
government of ·west Florida and despatches of the Spunish governors 
of Louisinnn, has indexed some of the records of the United States 
district court, and hns compiled from records of the Bureau of 
1\Inrine Inspection nnd Navigntion informntion on nnvigtttion cnsunl­
ties on the Mississippi River, 1866-1910. The P ennsyJYnnia project 
has completed a culendttr of the Dnniel Parker pupers in the custody 
of the llistoricttl Society of Pennsylvnnin, mnny of which nrc closely 
related to the files of the Depnrtment of ·war in 'Vashington. The 
Nebraska project hns nbstrncted many of the records of the United 
Stntes district courts in Nchrnska. 1'1rojccts in Alabama, Connecti­
cut, 1\fnssnclmsetts, Pennsylvnnin, anu Utah have assisted custodians 
by undertaking to put into order disorganized files. 

It is cxr.ected thnt during the coming fiscnl yeut· the work of the 
SurYey wlll be completed with the issuance of tt finnl summary nnd 
analysis of the findin~rs of the SmTey nntl of the remaining portions 
of the lw11entor y of F ederal .A?·cldt•es in tlt c States. 
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