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OF TRANSMITTAL 

The 'National .Archives, 
Washington, D. C., April 1, 1945. 

In compliance with section 9 of the National 
Archives Act, approved June 19, 1934 (44 U. S. C. 300­
300k), which requires the .Archivist of the United 

to Congress 1•at the beginning of each 
report for the preceding fiscal 

year as to the National Archives, the said .report in­
detailed statement of all accessions and of 

all receipts and expenditures on account of the said 
have the honor to submit herewith 

the tenth annual report of the Archivist of the United 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 

In order to conserve paper and funds, this re-. · 
port will not be ·currently printed or published. A 
limited number of copies will be processed primarily 
for internal use, but copies wiB. not be available f.or 

Solon J. Buck, Archivist •. 

LETTER 

, 

To the Congress of the United States: 

States to make 
regular session, a 

cluding a 

establismnent, 11 I 

States, which covers 
1944. 

general distribution. 

Respectfully, 

iv 

THE ARCHIVIST 

STATES 

Even in the scant 

pause to consider how far the National 
come in fulfilling the plans an9 hopes 

founders and in what direction the road ahead 
seemed placid enough 10 years 

passed. A 
being readied, ample, it was 

to house in permanent security all the valu­
of the Government then in existence and 

long time to come. 
to re­

arrange, organize, and list, and to make 
the archives of the Nation was a 

complex in its demands 
on which 

even progress could be made through the years. 

not to be. Even 
passed, the rapid ex..;. 

of Government to cope ~~th the economic diffi..;. 
'With every increase 

staff and activities of the Federal Government, 
increased. By 1940, 

already become apparent that the records prob­
the Federal Government was a very much larger 

difficult one than had been foreseen in 1934. 
had that larger problem been conceived when 
the war, upsetting every former calculation. 

predominantly male staff of the 
Archives entered the .. armed services and doz­

agencies as records 
The demands on 

result qf war 
in the war agencies and 

building the size 
For .the 

the armed services 
of records being ac(!umulated rose .to a 

ANNUAL REPORT OF 

OF THE UNITED 

This is the tenth of the annual reports of the 
vist of the United States. 
war allows for retrospection, the decade's end 

s some 
s has 

lies. Its course 
the National Archives Act was 

building was 
, 

might be created for a 
to bring together in this building, 

for use 
, to be sure, and one 
sicmal skill, but nevertheless one 

~· untroubled development was 
tional Archives Act was 

o.f the thirttes had begun. 

of records created was 

. . 
the young, 

were called to war 
and historical specialists. 

doubled and tripled as a 

would fill annually a 
National Archives Build:i.rig• 
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3 years all thoughtof evenly paced progress toward a 
known·goal has had to be forgotten* While the depleted 
staff improvised means of meeting the growing load of 
'*must~ work, it also had to re-think the whole problem 
of fulfilling its basic purpose of selecting, preserv­
ing, and Knaking available the permanent documentation 
of this Government's ~ork and to plan for a new start 
on its solution$ 

Pe~haps the most significant achievement of those 
3 years has been the development of a clear realization 
both within and without the National Archives, that 
the problem of caring adequately for the permanently 
valuable records of the Federal Government is insolu­
ble ~~thout effective records ~nagement programs in 
the agencies that create the records and without the 
prompt and ruthless elimination of valueless papers* 
This point was painfully emphasized during the past 
fiscal year by the prospect of having to deal at the . 
close of the war with the 2,000,000 or more cubic feet 
of records in process of accumulation by the emergency 
war agencies. Since the outbreak of the war an in­
creasing proportion of the time of the N&tional Ar­
chives has been devoted to worh~ng with other agencies 
in the development of their internal records mar~ge­
ment programs. During .the past year special attention 
was given to the temporary war agencies, and detailed 
plans were completed for dealing With the records of 
each of the more important ones. 

At the very beginning of the year (July ? , 1943) 
the President approved long-sought legislation, which 
by the use of tables and schedules made it possible 
for the first time for·agencies of the Government to 
obtain continuing authority for the regular disposal 
of records of specified classes as they atta:i.n a spe­
cific age. This act provided a realistic basis for 
the regular elimination of valueless records, but 
shortages personnel in the National Archives and 
wartime pressures in other agencies limit,ed the ef­
fectiveness of its application, and even by the end 
of the year few agencies had taken full advantage of 
its provisi;::ms0 Tables and schedules had been ap­
proved for 10,230 series of records, but the problem 
of records disposal was far from solved.. 

. INTRODUCTION 

Meanwhile the war-accelerated pace of transfers 
National Archives continued, and there were ac­

oned 1111612 cubic feet of records--the equiva­
of 15,945 four-drawer file cabinets--bringing 

total holdings of the agency to over 600,000 ·cubic 
In at least this phase of its original program 

tional Archives had made substantial progress. 
end of the fiscal year nearly all the pe~­
valuable records of the Federal Government 
the rlr;st. World Wai~ had been transferred to the 
Archives Building except those of the House 

sentatives, the courts, the General Account­
' the Patent Office, and the Post Office De­

and the military and naval service records 
first World War. Even in the accessioning pro-

r, the National Archives was faced with 
:LJ.\;e~-Jn-Wonderland necessity of running as fast 

.it could in order to stay in the same place: 
were records being created that it was 

that for all the thousands of tons of records 
in the last 10 years, there were in exist­

1944 more permanently valuable records that 
transferred to the National Archives than 
been in 1934. 

magnitude of the accessions over the past 
years brought acute problems of absorption of. 

records. Even in the relatively simple 
boxing and shelving records the staff was 

to. fall steadily behind, and by the end of the 
000 cubic feet of records remained in the 
nets or shipping containers in which they were 

Repair and rek~bilitation of documents 
t the war r1as been undertaken only in re-
special needs, and a lifetime of work had 

in that activity.. more serious, it 
obvious that National Archives Building, 

designed in terms of the records problems 
did not to afford adequate physical fa-
for meeting problems as they,existed 
Thlring the year preliminary plans were com­
a special film storage and service building 
jointly with the Library of. Congress and 

begun for a large but inexpensive 
capacity approximately equal to tbat 
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known' goal has had to be forgotten. While the depleted· 
staff improvised means of meeting the growing load of 
1tmustt~ work, it also had to re-think the whole problem 
of fulfilling its basic purpose of selecting, preBerv­
ing, and making available the permanent documentation 
of this Government's ~ork and to plan for a new start 
on its solution* 

Pe~haps the most significant achievement of those 
3 years has been the development of a clear realization 
both within and without the National Archives,. that 
the problem of caring adequately for the permanently 
valuable records of the Federal Government is insolu­
ble without effective records management programs in 
the agencies that create the records and without the 
prompt and ruthless elimination of valueless papers& 
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fiscal year by the prospect of having to deal at the 
close of the Wa.r with the 2,000,000 or more cubic feet 
of records in process of accumulation by t:tre emergency 
war agencies. Since the outbreak of the war an in­
creasing proportion of the time of the Na·tional Ar­
chives has been devoted to working with other agencies 
in the development of their internal records manage­
ment programs., During .the past year special attention 
was given to the temporary·war agencies, and detailed 
plans were completed for dealing with the records of 
each of the more important ones. 

· At the very beginning of the year (July 7, 1943) 
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by the use of tables and schedules made it possible 
for the first time for,agencies of the Government to 
obtain continuing authority for the regular disposal 
of records of specified classes as they attain a spe­
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shortages personnel in the Natio:nal Arcl1ives and 

pressures in other agencies limi-ted the 
fectiveness of its application, and even by the end 

the year few agencies had taken full advantage 
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' the Patent Office, and the Post Office De­

and the military and naval service records 
first World War. Even in the accessioning pro­

hr>~,..,.~,,.,r, the National Archives was faced with 
...... ,~"'--... n-Wonderland necessity. of running as fast 

it could in order to stay in the same place: · 
were records being created that it was 

that for all the thousands of tons of records 
..........,v. in the last 10 years, there were in exist­

more permanently valuable records that 
transferred to the National Archives than 
been in 1934. 

magnitude of the accessions over the past 
.years brought acute problems of absorption of 

records. Even in the relatively simple 
boxing and shelving records the staff was 

to fall steadily behind, and by the end of the 
000 cubic feet of records remained in the 
nets or shipping containers in which they were 

Repair and rehabilitation of documents 
the war has been undertaken only in :re­

special needs, and a lifetime of work had 
in that activity® more serious, it 

obvious that the National Archives Building, 
of the problems 

not begin to afford adeqtmte physical fa-
for meeting problems as they,existed 
wring the year preliminary plans were com­
a special film storage and service building 
jointly with the Library of Congress 

begun for a large but ine~pensive 
capacity approximately equal to that 
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present National Archives Building for the housing of 
other types of Federal records. 

More costly than any other consequence of the 
inadequacy of the resources of the National Archives 
to meet its enlarged responsibilities, however, has 
been the impossibility of making rapid progress on 
the task of arranging, analyzing, and comprehending 
the mass of records in custody in such a manner as 
to achieve effective control over them. The holdings 
of the National Archives are larger in physical bulk 
even than those of the U.bra~ of Congress, and the 
number of individual documents is many times greater 
t.han in any library in the world. For the first sev­
eral years the National Archives gave much of its , 
attention to the problerri of devising some systematic 
yet flexible method, practical of application and 
capable of indefinite expansion, by which the almost 
inconceivably rich resources in the archives of the 
Government could be brought under control. Only on 
the. eve of the war v..oas a plan developed that appeared 
capable of meeting these needs. But the outbreak of 
w~r and th.e consequent diversion of effort to more 
:.i.mmediately exigent tasks made it impossibJ,e to apply 
.tni.s plan effectively even to the records already in 
.custody, and during the war period the quantity of 
records i!l the .National Archives has doubled.. 

As year after year passes with the quantity of 
uncontrolled records in the National Archives swiftly 
growing, the consequences for effective reference 
service become increasingly serious. The whole reason 
for being of an archival agency is the concentration 
of records in the custody of a professional staf.f com­
petent to apply specialized knowledge and thorough . 
understanding to the service of the records$ It is 
not the production of the naturalization folder for 
Mr. Schmidt or the service record of Private Jones 
that tests an archival agency; it is its competence 
to assist inquirers who want to know what information 
Federal records provide concerning the administration 
of seized cartel properties in World War I or the 
social and racial background of urban criminals or 
the orga~ization of milita~ supply services in the 

INTRODUCTION 

War or the management of surplus property 
~~·.,..... after World War I. This kind of service, 

peculiar advantage from having an archival agency, 
be received by the Government, scholars, and the 

generally only to the degree that the National 
has .funds and staff available to reduce the 

.ot records in its custody to order and to ac­
understanding or and control over them. 

this phase .of its work, crucial to the whole 
or utilizing the recorded experience of t11e 

1'1mlten1t.. I have to report that the National Ar­
.bas gone not forward, but backward0 The amount. 
the staff has been able to devote during the 

·to the analysis and description of the reo­
not .been sufficient to replace the special­

of the records taken with them b.f. de­
alJlPloyees, much less to digest new accession$.; . 

of the .fiscal year there had been completed ·.. ·..•·· 
........,. ....._..u of some 200 ~record groupsM~ :intended 
the basic un:it!'JJ for the control of reco:r>ds 

A~·'l.f.MJUI:Ib.il. Archives.. The average si~e of these 
3,000 cubic feet of .:records or the. ;equivalent. 

'. C(:.nten't;·s. of' 425 four~awe~ filing c.abinets.. 
hot:~ed that during the follmd.ng year a bri~f 

could be prepared of the whole body of 
each of these groups and that. lists or in­

could be prepared for the records in those. 
likely to be used in connection With war 

problems.. rut without a radical increase 
,,..,,............., tiona to the Natio:nal Archives$ based 

. appraisal or the· records problem of the 
as it now exists, there appeared at the end 

year to be no prospect of :resuming progress or 
halting ful~ the retrogression in the National 
t physical and intellectual control over its 

u-.........~..·ul'l,•:>• So long as this condition continues 
ilii"A11"nll~4:ll...,,t. and the people wlll be :in proportionate 
demed the oonefit,s they have a ri'ght to ex­

their archival agency :o and the in,tentiona 
s :in establishing the National Arch.i:ves will 

onate degree frustratede 

use of records in the 
torcefully the necessity 

of attaining the desire<i. pro.f;,es:~ic>®.:¥f~;j 

http:follmd.ng
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mastery over the holdings of the agency. Not only has 
that use mounted rapidly in quantitative terms, but 
the nature of the uses made reflects increasingly a 
growing awareness of the importance of the critical 
analysis of past exp~rience of the Government. As the 
problems of our civilization have become more grave 
over the past decade and a half and as we have tended 
increasingly to seek their solution through political 
instrumentalities, there has become apparent both to 
social scientists and to Government administrators the 
need for exact knowledge and understanding appraisal 
of the policies, the operations, the successes, and 
the failures of the Government. 

The records of the Government are the primary 
source for that knowledge and the best means for that 
appraisal. In consequence, in the past year more than 
ever before, such agencies as the Navy and Labor De­
nartments and such organizations of private scholar­
~hip as the American Council of Learned Societies have 
come to the National Archives to use its holdings and 
its professional services for broad studies bearing on 
fundamental questions of public policy. 

This development foreshadows the ultimate functi 
that an effective national archival agency should dis­
charge. It is the focal point of the process of crea 
ing, selecting, and preserving on the one hand and or­
~anizing and exploiting on the other an effective 
~entation of the whole expanding range of the experi­
ence of the Federal Government. Whether the National 
Archives will have the resources and the competence 
to discharge that responsibility as the times require 
is a grave question and one to which its first 10 
years have not yet provided an answer. 

RECORDS ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM 

The complicating hand of war reached farther into 
the records situation during the fiscal year 1944 and 
continued to add to the complexity of the problem.. 
Even 10 years ago, vvhen the National Archives was es­
tablished and was faced with the accumulated result 
of 145 years of relative neglect of Government records 

RECORDS ADMINISTRATION PHOGRAM 

task of dealing vnth this problem did not seem as 
dable as it now does.. That it did not was par­

due to ignorance-nobody really knew what 

were where and in what condition. There is no 

comforting lack of information today., 


Surveys of Federal records in the District of 
, made by the National Archives, and of those 

States, made by a Work Projects Administratian 
sponsored by the National Archives, revealed 

by 19.3;7 there were in existence nearly ?,ooo,ooo 
feet of Government records, about equally divided 

Washington and the field.. Sample surveys made 
.District of Columbia just prior to Pearl Harbor 

that by then the figure had doubled.. Today, 
probably 17,ooo,ooo cubic feet of Federal 

and they are being created at the rate of 
cubic feet a year. One emergency agency 
Office of Price Administration, is accumula­

half again as many records as the entire 
in Washington was creating at the time the 

Archives Building was being planned, and the 
of production is small compared With that. 
Department.. This rate of production is not 

, for more than one tenth of the entire popu­
of the United States-about 3,ooo,ooo as civil 
·and about ll,ooo,ooo as members of the armed 
s working for the Oovernment in the prosecu~ 

the war. To mobilize these millions, to supply 
to employ them all over the world to a vic­

end naturally requires the creation of huge 
of records. 

Perhaps the impact of the concept 1•a million,. no 
shocks the public consciousness, numbed by the 

billions of war, but 17,000,000 cubic feet 
is a lot of records.. In 4-drawer file cabi­

,..,...c""'"''-' side by side, they would stretch 575 miles. 
an estimated $300,000,000 a yea~ to house and 
these records., That is but little more thru1 
o.f 	 one day of war, it is true, but it amounts, 

, to about 5 percent of the annual budget 
Government in the peacetime year of · 

the Federa:L records pro'Qlem ha,s. 
unar~"lan1ea. df a'1::. the tiil1e the. 
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ns planned.. Adding to its complent:r is the 
.ract ·that· a large part of the records now being ,........,...._....." 
are those of emergency war agencies that will be abol­
ished entirely or drastic~ curtailed at the close 
of the lm!', m.th the result that the National Archives . 
will be engulfed in a tidal waw of unselected recor.-ds 
unless prompt and effective :rooasi.U"es al"'e taken for 
their control and retirement~ 

It did not require a cry~tal ball to see this 
situation developing$ Soon after Pearl Harbor the 
National Arc:l::dves instituted a lt'ecords admini.strat:ion 
program designed to forestall its ~ .future problems 
by the development throughout tr.e Gove~nt of· effi ­
cient recordS management and planned programs for ~ 
retirement of noncurrent records either by dispos41 
or by transfer in good condition to the National 'u~ 
chivee,. A small central staff to plan Md direct sucb 
work in the National Archives ws assembled~ 
tions were laid for a real~ effective program® 

mis well under ~ $) hoever, the agency sustm.Md• 
a 30 percent cut in staff through the effects of the 
overtime pay act and a redooed appropliation tor 1944~ 
the special staff for the most piU"t, had to be di.s­
banded and records administration had to be carried m:t 
as a part-time activity during the fiscal year under 
review.. 

The concern of the National Archives for the wel­
fare of Federal records has many aspects$ In the 
place, the National Archives is the o~ agency of 
Government that is charged by Congress with responsi­
bility for all Federal records, and as such it must 
over-all planning and promote economy and efficienqy 
in records administration in every way it can$ To 
sure the sate-keeping of Federal records, the act es­
tablishing the National Archives provides !or the 
spection o! .such records, ~taoever and wheresoever 
located,~ b.1 the Archivist personally or deputy$ 
The National Archives is also required by law to ap­
praise records in the custoqy of other Government 
cies that are covered by disposal and sc:ne~lUJ.e 
and to report to Congress those that lack sufficient 
value to justity their preservation by the G.overment~ 
And, finally, it is expected to accessio!l, such non- · 

t records as have lasting administrative, legal, 
, or other value, preserve them, and make them 

for use .. 

performance of these duties depends to 
on what records are created, how they 
how they are managed while they are 

current. The National Archives, therefore, mu~t 
its influence felt as early as possible in the 
cycle of a group of records. Thus it seeks to 

the making of an adequate record of the ac­
s of an agency--sometrung that was ~ot a~ways 

in World War I, for instance, particularly at the 
, policy-making levels, with the result that 

experience that would have been pertinent to the 
nt war effort is lost in ti1e limbo of the unre­

At the same time the National Archives tries 

the making of superfluous records and 


~nece:ss.aL:r:v copies of necessary records, which not 

waste paper and increase maintenance costs but 


very existence threaten to submerge valuable 

uu;a,:u>:> beyond all hope of salvage. 


All too frequently the National Archives finds 
examination of..files proposed for disposal that 

among masses of papers of.only temporary 
are documents of great importance•. Then, it faces 

,m!J•~o:>-=•o:::: when a busy agency reaches the point of 
to get rid ofparticulal:' files it can seldom 

time to segregate .the records of value and the 
<mal Arc:PJ.ves cannot approve their destruction. 
same situation develops in reverse when an agency 

the transfer to the National. Archives of files 
sting of intenningled valuable and worthless rec­

In the past it has frequently been necessary to 
~m,.,....r""'"' the transferring agency has agreed to 

the files to some extent and the National Archives 
agreed to take files having a rather low degree of 

ted value. That is unsatisfactory and un-
To prevent thi.R continued dilution of the 

of the records with the skim J;nilk of · 
r.s•-a,nct even its "''"''"""~·.. 

http:4Ul"'"u.II.IJ
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those who use them as 
best qualified to say 
cant activity of the agenc'JY 
routine operation, and to file 
of continuing value can easilJc'<. 
of ephemeral value. This 
t:l.rem.ent of records. 

' ,'.-. ,:•:'• 

Prompt retirement of records as sopn 2iiS~heya~~ 
no longer needed for the current busin~ss 9f Fe~~~a~; 
agencies, either by transfer to the Na~iopalArchiY~~' 
if they :r.ave enduring value, or by disposa,l, it thE!~t 
value has ·been exhausted, is the main objec~ive.. o:f ,.• ~ 
the records administrat:l on program. Perh;apff t.~e. in?~'~ 
wasteful of all records practices is the rete!');t~ongt 

by agencies for years after they ~y-e lost ~.~·.•• 
usefulness~ Untold milUons in rentals, salat.{~~~·.~l!d 
equipment costs have been spent by the Gove~~Jlt in 
the maintenance of records that were kept beca11s~ no/" 
body had time to examine the ever-growing, ever_.· .· • 
encroaching avalanche of them, because no official 
was charged with responsibility for their disposition, 
or because clerks felt that they had a vested interest 
in them and that by disposing of them they would work 
themselves out of jobs-1•u.::arcely a well-founded appre­
hension in view of the rate at which recorcis are cr~f.ited. 

It is estimated that of the. records in existence 

and being created today in any typical ageney of. the 

Federal Government 80 percent have no lasting value .. 

These, of course, should oo destroyed as soon as they 

have served their purpose, but their destruction can-. 

not be left to chance, expediency, or the whim of a 

file clerko It is the responsibility of each Federal 

agency to recommend for disposal records believed to 

have no continuing value~ If the National Archives 

concurs and Congress approves, such records can then 

be disposed of. Formerly records could be reported 

for disposal only on lists, which could not be made 

applicable to future accumulations of records~ But 

the Federal Disposal Act of July 7, 1943, which is 

discussed in the next section, provided for the sub­

]Qssion of disposal schedules by Government agencies 

:~.nd allowed them to be appl:l.ed not only to records 

that already have lost their value but also to similar 

RECORDS ADMINISTRATION PROGRAM 

they become valueless in the future* Thisrecords as 

ords are 
at the end 

ernment® 

.............,_ 

a 

cer.. 

is an important step forward, for it expedites dis­
posal and effects economies in reporting. An even 
more effective and economical device for controlling 
records, however, is the comprehensive, or retention 
and disposal, schedule, which covers all records of 
an agency and lists, series by series, how long rec­

·to be kept and what is to be done nth them 
that time$ Hence the National Archives 

in the fiscal year 1944 centered its attention on the 
encouragement of programs leading to comprehsnsi ve 
scheduling, particularly in the war agencies., 

This singling out of the emergency agencies does 
not mean that their records problems are any more 
serious than those of permanent agencies of the Gov­

They are more urgent, however, and the Na­
tional Archives believed that it could save the Gov­
ernment money and forestall trouble for itself by con.,.. 
centrating its limited resources on them. Surveys 
made during the year in 27 emergency war agencies-­
out of about 80 such agencies, including administra­
tions, commissions, and boards--indicate that there 

about 2,000,000 cubic feet of records in the ems;.; 
of those 27 agencies. It is estimated that the 

n~,nmr1t retirement of their records when the functions 
these agencies are curtailed or discontinued would 
l year save the Government $10,000,000 in the cost 
equipment, space, and personnel that would other­

be needed to care for them. To prepare now for 
retirement would cost the merest fraction of that 

To implement a records administration program 
to prompt retirement, however, requires not 

encouragement and assistance from the National 
ves but a records organization of some kind in 
Federal agencye The National Archives believes 

records officer on the policy-making level in 
agency is as essential to its efficient and eco­

operation as is a personnel officer or a budget 
This has been recognized ey some agencies, 

instance, the Navy Department, where 1~ecords are 
machine tools of management" is a slogan. Othel!' 

es have to be sold on a records administration 

http:appl:l.ed
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program and, unfortunately, th~ Nat~ 
not have a sales staff large enoug}'r to· 
tory. Consequently its relation to ·. 
agencies and their recoi'dS problems has 
somewhat that of a physician to a patient. 

Three years ago when the records a.dnti.nistra:t;io~ 
program was undertaken the National Archiv.es hung out 
its shingle. Since then it has stood ready for consul­
tation,. Some agencies recognizing their ills come t.o 
Dr. NA for advice 9nd treatment. Others wait until 
the doctor calls.. Often the latter readily agree .that 
there is an unfortunate epidemic of poor records.ma!l"':" 
agement but pridefully assert that they are immune. 
Some are,. Most of them, however, plainly have the . 
symptoms of sluggish records. systems, records d~fi,.. 
ciency or its opposite-records obesity, file confu..;. 
sian, atrophied files, or a combination of any or all 
of these ills caused by bad records habits. When an 
agency does not even recognize that there is something 
wrong, the approach of .. the National Archives must be 
that of a p~chiatrist, who must tactfully bring the 
patient to an understanding of the realities of his 
case. Only then is the National Archives in a posi­
tion to suggest remedies, which will be effective only 
if they are faithfully applied. The National Archives 
is not an excessively conservative practitioner, but 
there are in Federal agencies some vitamin-pill boys, 
who swallow whole any new remedy regardless of its · 
applicability to their particular difficulties. (Micro­
photo~aphy, for instance, is a fine thing, but it is 
not a panacea for all records ills.) Consequently, the 
National Archives must sometimes counsel moderation. 
Its role, in short, in any case is to diagnose, run 
laboratory tests when possible, prescribe a course of 
treatment, and stand by to give moral support and as 
much practical assistance as possible. 

This doctor-patient relationship is not always a 
satisfactory method of dealing with the records man­
agement difficulties of the Government. There is a 
lot to be said for the adage 'tAn ounce of prevention 
is worth a pound of cure, It but the National Archives 
in meeting current records problems in other agencies 
has repeatedly been impressed with the fact that an 

RECORDS AD1ITNISTRATION PROGRAM 

ounce of practical assistance may be worth several 
pounds of advice. Since, however, the officials 
charged With coordinating the records administration 
pr?gram and ~he records divisions of the National Ar­
chi~es, to which the agencies of the Government are 
asshgned for purposes of liaison, had to conduct the 
program as a part-time activity during 1944 assistance 
was limited largely to explaining the Dispo~~l.l Act of · · · 
July 1943, advising on the use of the scheduling de­
vic~ made poss~ble by that law, and assembling infor... 
mathon and maklng plans for dealing realistically with 
the records problems created by the war. 

Effective records administration programs have 
been established in a few agencies@ The War and Navy 
,Departments, whose records offices are staffed largely 
by former employees of the National Archives have 
the most comprehensive records management or~aniza­

.tions. The dollars and cents value of such active 
grams is attested in the annual report of The Adjll,_.. 

General of the War Department, who stated that in 
A~ Air Forces branch alone there were in the 

seal year 1944 known savings of $92? ,000 (a sum 
equal to the entire appropriation for the Na­

--·~.-- Archives for that fiscal year).. There are also 
11-established programs in the Agriculture and Treas.;.. 

Department~ and the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
the 27 major emergency agenci.es few have organized 

administration programs, but significant ap~ 
ntments for records work were made during the year 
the Office of Scientific Research and Development 

the Office of the Alien Property Custodian• the 
Production Board, the Office of Price Admi~istra­
' the Selective Service System, the Office of the 

en-Property Custodian, the Foreign Economic Ad­
stration, and the Office of Civilian Defense have 
onnel devoting full time to the retirement of rec­
; the National Housing Agency and the Central Ad­
strative Services have people giving it part time. 

l? of the agencies, however, no one is charged with 
responsibility for records retiremente A few · 

s, both emergency and permanent borrowed Na­
Archives employees on a reimbur~able basis to 

stigate their records problems and to make 
tions for dealing with them, and as· theyear enae~:+>r; 

http:agenci.es
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these agencies and several others were consideri.Jl·g~he 
appointment of records officers. 

Scheduling of records for retirement- made little 
protrress during the year.. Only in the War, Navy, an~ 
Tre~~mry Departments, the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
and the Central Administrative Services were compre­
hensive schedules prepared. Disposal tables, wbich . 
carry out the provision of the 1943 DisposalAct that 
permits the Archivist to authorize the disposal of 
records of the same kind as those previously approved 
for disposal b,y Congress, were prepared for a con­
siderable number of agencies. There was a tendency 
on the part of.some agencies to rely on these tables 
and to postpone scheduUng. This was unfortunate, for 
the tables are at best a stop-gap, neither comprehen.., 
si:ve in scope nor geared to changing conditions.. But 
many agencies felt that they lacked. the competence to 
undertake comprehensive scheduling "1'\'i thout active par­
ticipation by the National Archives and the Natior~J 
Archives did not have the personnel to give assistance 
beyond advice, an occasional training program in t~e 
National Archives, and supervision of one or two pJ.lot 
projects. 

Lack of personnel also pr.evented the National Ar­
chives from dealing with the problem of Federal field 
records. Probably more than half the records of the 
•}overrunent are outside Washington. A much smaller 
proportio11 of field records than of.departmental.rec­
ords has lasting value and a much higher proportJ.on 
of them occupies rented space. Opportunities for econ­
omy, therefore, are even greater in the field than in 
Washington, and the need for action is more urgent, 
for thousands of field offices will be closed very 
shortly after the war ends and unless disposal sched­
ules are worked out now masses of unselected records 
~~ll be shipped to Washington or lost, the valuable 
with the useless. For a few months during the year 
the National Archives had a field representative in 
Chicago. Special surveys were also made in Cleveland, 
New England, and western New York by members of the 
staff acting as field representatives. Four State 
records officials were named as field consultants dur­
ing the year and their advice was helpful. To deal 
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regions of the country. 

veys in a 

ce. 
s initiated a 

the most important were 
d surveys made 

sonnel. As 

s 

es. 

Defense. 

~o~·~~·~~t. 

•ow·~~.~ 

.•~L....... ~s were 
form. 

'"""'·~---~t records are 

onducted as 

~ffectively with Federal field records, however, rec­
ords retirement centers vdll be needed in several 

Real progress was made in planning for the hand­
ling of Government records, particularly but not ex­
clusively those in the emergency agencies. Basic sur­

few old-line agencies were continued. Of . 
special importance among these surveys were those of 

records of the White House and General AccountinO' 
t:> 

Early in the fiscal year under review there 
series of progrruns for dealing with 

records of each of the emergency war agencies and 
those permanent agencies whose activities have been 

tly expanded during the war. Special studie1"1 of 


50 such agencies were undertaken and about 30 

completed.. These studies 

or directed by National Archives 
a result of them and of the lessons 

from handling the records of such liquidated 
es as the Work Projects Administration, National 
Administration, Civilian Conservation Corps, .and 

onal Resources Planning Board, to say nothing of 
of World War I, a procedure was. formulated 

the effective retirement of records of emergency 
This plan was tested experimentally with 

records of regional offices of the Office of Civil ­

of special types of records were also 
Routine housekeeping records, for instance, are 
to all agencies, and since they bulk very large 

maintenance imposes an enormous expense on the 
Studies of such records led to the com­

o~ of sample schedules for the retention or re­
of fiscal and personnel records, and these 

made available during the year in pre­
To determine what types or groups of 

essential for future medical 
and therefore ought to be preserved, a survey 
by the John and Mary R. Markle Foundation 

a joint venture of the National Ar­
and the Division of Medical Sciences of the 

Research Council and a report of recommenda­
A general plan for handling mil:i.ta:ry' 
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and naval service records was developed and is unde.r 
c:Onsideration by the Veterans t Administration$ And, 
finally» a comprehensive plan for dealing th motion­
picture f:tlm in the· custody of the Government was 
worked with the tibra~t of and was ap­
proved the Presidente 

one dealt 
in the 

ru.smantllng; of the United States Fuel Administration 
of World War I; another, designed to assist militar.y 
authorities~ related to the administration of C'Urrent 
records in Italian public agencies; and the third con~" 
sidered whether Government war histor.y projects could 
contribute to the solution o~Federal records problems@ 
Also made and available for consultation in manuscript 
were :reports of studies of the liquidation of the War 
Industries Board, the Food Administration, and the 
emergency functions of the Navy Department following 
World War I and of the records of inter-Allied and 
international agencies of the period of the first 
World Ware A manual on how to dispose of Federal rec­
orda was being prepared but could not be completed 
during the year .. 

As the year closed and the National Archives 
looked back at the recorda administration program it 
found scant cause for cheering~ Measured against the 
neglect of the past, the achievements of the program 
in the fiscal year 1944 were not insignificant$ But 
the resources made available to the National Archives:. 
when measured against an informed appreciation of the 
magnitude of the records problem of the Government 
and what ought to be done about it, permitted little 
more than a few hopeful preparations for a task that, 
however urgent, can be realistically begun o~ when 
funds and manpower J~.re provided to do it. 

DISPOSAL OF RECORDS 

OF RECORDS 

In disposing of reco:rds the chief reason for de­
By weeding out useless papers­

segregating them when they are 
filed--and eliminating them promptly, the recognition 
and preservation of valuable records is fostered and 
an important step in saving the information in them 

of the Government and citizens of the 
Prompt disposal of records that 

the Government huge 
sums that would otherwise have to go for their main­

And, finally, that elusive and imponderable 
efficiency of operation, nth its at­

tendant economies, is proMoted by clearing out the 
clutter of years and keeping it cleared out. 

Streamlining the disposal procedure and sound 
for the future of all Federal records were 

new Federal Disposal Act, 
ch was approved at the beginning of the fiscal ·· 

Draft~d by National Archives officials in co-: 
,ar~ration with the Bureau of the Budget and the House 

on the Disposition of Executive Papers, it 
signed by the President on July 7, 1943.1 The 
significant feature of the act is the p:roovision· 

the submission by Federal agencies of schedules 
specified period, of. 

or expected to accumulate, 
no permanent value and for the 

sal by the Archivist and approval by Congress 
This inr!orporates into law·a 

nciple of records administration that has evolved 
the last few years and the advantages of which have 

been mentioned-the principle that the dispo­
of records should be determined before ~h?Y be~ 

Furthermore the scheduling of .rec­
contemplated by the act obviates wasteful, re­

tious reporting of successive accumulations of 
type. 

act is contained in appendix ~ 
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stroying is to save. 
or better still ~ 

for the use 
country is taken. 
have ceased to serve also saves 

tenance. 
. thing known as 

legally possible by a 

,,..,..,~.~ttee 
s 

•ropo:Sl.rlJ:~: the disposal, after a 
, either in existence 

have. or Will have 

these schedules. 

noncurrent. 

.,.,.,,...,..rt of the same 
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A more realistic appraisal of records, par~~ou.­
larly as to their value in relation to the cost of 
further preservation, can now be made as a result of 
the inclusion in the new act of a clearer-specifica­
tion of what records are appropriate .for disposal.. 
In specifying the types of records to be authorized 
for dl'sposal, it ·uses the phrase ndo not; .or will · 
not after the lapse of the period specified, have 
sufficient administrative, legal, research$ or other 
value to warrant their continued preservation by the 
Government'* instead of the phrase ttnot needed or use­
ful in the transaction of the current business of the 
agency * ,. • and have no permanent value or historical 
interest to the Federal Government, 11 which was used 
in previous legislation. The new law prohibits the 
disposal of records pertaining to claims and accounts 
in which the Government is concerned before they have 
been settled by the General Accounting Office unless 
the permission of the Comptroller General has been 
obtained,. It gives the Archivist authority to empower 
the head of an agency to dispose, after the lapse of 
a specified period, of records of the same form and 
character as records of the agency previously author­
ized for disposal by Congress. It extends the Ar­
chivist's power to deal with records constituting a 
menace to human health, life, or property from those 
on disposal lists to all records, but it specifies 
that the~head of the agency having custody of the 
records must join w.i th him in determining that such 
a menace exists. The act also permits the emergency 
disposal of records outside the United States in war­
time but requires that reports on all such destruction 
be made to the Archivist within 6 months. 

Provision is made in the act for greater utiliza­
tion of the experience and judgment of the National 
Archives Council. Detailed regulations, particularly 
those setting standards for the photographic repro-­
duction of records with a view to the disposal of the 

giD~ls, contained in previous laws are eliminated. 
the Council is charged with issuing, Yli th the 

approval of the President, resolutions in regard to 
snch standards as well as to procedures for the com­
piling and submitting to the .Archivist of Usts and 
schedules and for the disposal of records authorized 

DISPOSAL OF RECORDS 

In short the act is admirably tailoredfor disposal. 

s 

,....ro..., .... , 

as 

some 

' 

s, 

to fit the present records situation and because it 
simplifies procedure it should result not only in more 
expeditious disposal but in substantial economies in 
the records costs of Federal agencies. 

The National .Archives Council moved at once to 
implement the act~ On July 14, 1943, the necessary· 
:regulations were adopted. On July 20 they were ap­

by the President, and on July 28 they were 
gated by notification to the heads of all agen­

of the Government.2 

Since, as has already been pointed out, particu­
emphasis in records administration work was placed 

encouraging programs that would eventually lead to 
nsive scheduling, with all its long-range 
, it is not surprising that less than half as 

items were listed or scheduled for disposal in 
fjscal year 1944 as were listed in the previous 

year. This drop was more apparent than re.al, 
for an i tern may vary greatly in size, and 

tendency is toward reporting larger and larger 
one item. For instance, two items :reported 
covered perhaps J5 different forms at each 

6,000 local offices, whereas formerly those 
s would probably have been reported for appraisal 

about 200,000 separate items. .About 2,000 items 
pending on lists at the beginning of the year 

new submissions on lists and schedules, less with­
brought the total number of items to be 

on to approximately 12,500~ Of these nearly 
were authorized for disposal by Congress, leav­

about 2,500 ite~s pending at the end of the year. 

To facilitate the carrying out of the provision 
1943 act t.hat allows the Archivist to authorize 

disposal of :records of the same form·or character 
e previously authorized for disposal by Con-
the National Archives made tables of such reo­

for the various agencies of t.he Government. 

~hese regulations constitute appendix III of 
report. 
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This was a major undertaking. OVer 150 tables, 8,000 cubic. feet of records during the year under re~·
stituting authorization to dispose of the records 
listed after specified periods, were issued during 
the year covering more than 6,000 items. T~ere will always be some useless papers among
course, also served to reduce the number of items re­ acc~ss~oned records, but most of those with which the 
ported on disposal lists. Nat~onal ~rchives has had to contend are among records 

~ar I agencies, such as the Food Administr~­
Although the new law formalized a t~on,.Gra~n Corporation, and Alien Property Custodian.

National Archives had long desired, the agency did The ~~les of the last-named agency in the National 
not have a large enough staff to put it fully into ~rch~ves, for instance, included records of many enemy
effect. Only about two-thirds as many man-years were ~n~urance ,companies seized during the first World War
available for disposal work in the fiscal year 1944 which presented a particularly difficult appraisal ' 
as in the fiscal year 1943, yet new appraisal tech­ lem because of their technical nature. It was
niques had to be applied, disposal tables had to be <~c·~~.u~d to call in an authority on insurance records,
prepared, and new procedures had to be explained to • Alfred Manes, professor of insurance research in
other agencies. As a consequence the National Ar-· School of Business of the University of Indiana
cPives could do little to assist the agencies to put as to which of these record~
scheduling into active operation. worthy of further preservation. Only in ex-
submitted schedules during the year and broad sched­ of course, is it practical or neces­
uling programs, as already noted, to employ specialists. Experience with these
but a handful of agencies. Only 2,666 items were other unselected records of World War I hov.-ever
placed on schedules by agencies other than the War strengthened the conviction of the Nati~nal Ar- ' 
and Navy Departments. This represented, of course, ~hat, if an intelligent and economical job of
only a small fraction of the records appropriate for­ sJng records of the present war is to be done, 

scheduling. must be done while the persons who created and 


still available for Gonsultation.

The introduction of master retention and disposal 


schedules was given much thought by the National Ar­

chives during the year. These schedules, 
 ACCESSIONING OF RECORDSpointed out in the previous section, would cover cer­

tain voluminous types of records, such as those 

lating to personnel and accounting, that are 
 Congress created the National Archives in order 
to all agencies of the Government, and they would be th~ records of the Federal Government of enduring
prepared by the National Archives.. mght be preserved and be available for use after
the cost of disposal work that will result from the These records constitute the 
use of such schedules, when and if their application tion of the Goverr~ent against unwarranted
throughout the Government is authorized by legisla­ the evidence of its property rights and of the 
tion, will be very great. and property rights of millions of its citi ­

the continuing record of its experience, and the
Appraisal of records does not end with their source of its history. To insure the pre-

transfer to the National Archives. on and availablli ty of such records, they must
cessioned records in terms of the information in them oncentrated in the custody of the Archivist.
is constantly being weighed agajnst the cost of main­
tenance and the need for space in the National Ar~ decade ago when the National Archives was
chives. This continuous reappraisal enabled the shed. it was not oossible for the. aP"encv to 
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have a well-defined policy on accessioning. In the 
first place, the agency was not ~testablished, 1~ except 
in the legal sense. No one doubted that the fine new 
archives building was adequately equipped for the 
physical care .of records but the agencies had also .to 
be convinced that their records would be. not only as 
available as they were when in their own custody but 
more so. In the second place, and linked with the 
first, the real initiative in regard to transfers 
rested with the agencies, for although the Archivist 
had the power to requisition certain classes of rec­
ords as defined by the National Archives Council, that 

power was limited except in the case of records of 

discontinued agencies. Even if the Archivist had had 

unlimit.ed power with respect to records, he would not 

have chosen to exercise it in preference to gaining 

the voluntary cooperation of the agencies. But in­

evitably the National Archives was used at first as 

a dumping ground for those records that, although of 

lasting value, constituted a burden either because of 

their condition or the fact that the space they occu­

pied was needed for other purposes* Time and con­

t.inued accessions, however, enabled the National Ar­

chives to demonstrate by the prompt furnishing of 

needed information to the agencies, sometimes from the 

records of other agencies, that it was more than a 

safety vault, that the concentration of permanently 

valuable noncurrent Federal recorda under one ju:M.a­

diction was not only economical but highly productive 

of useful service, and that as the records office of 

the Government the National Archives could be an in­

valuable adjunct to administration. 


Just before the war the National Archives began 
an accessioning program aimed at filling in the many 
gaps in groups of records that resulted from the catch­
as-catch-can accessions of earlier years. To facili ­
tate this effort, the National Archives Council in 
1942 authorized the Archivist to requisition records 
that have been in existence more than 50 years unless 
the head of the agency having them in custody certi ­
fies in writing that they must be kept for use in the 
current business of the agency. This expression 
policy on the part of the Council aided in bringing 
about the transfer of some of the older noncurrent 
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records, and all the principal bodies of such records 
of departments and independent establishments in WaSh• 
ington except those of the Post Office Department 

. the 	General Accounting Office, and the Patent Office 
now in the National Archives .. 

In the last year emphasis in acoe~sioning has 
been upon the encouragement of regular transfers 
through comprehensive scheduling and on the develop­
ment of appraisal standards,. In order to select rec­
ords judiciously for continued preservation, knowledge 
acquired through experience in analyzing and using 
those already appraised must be focused on the de­
velopment of standards of evaluation. This by no 

a simple undertaking.. The long-range needs of 
ture administrators, scholars, and veterans, for 

e, must be ~ken into account. It is impera­
that standards be set now !'!lo that in the closing 
s of the war they may be applied expeditiously 

records of the emergency agenciese 

There was a marked increase in the amount of reo­
transferred to the National Archives during the 

seal year 1944~ Of the 6)2,572 cubic.teet of rec... 
in the custody of' the Archivist on June 30, 1944, 

,612 cubic teet were transferred durlng the year 
compared with 86,767 cubic feet in the previous 

seal The increase in transfers was caused by 
accelerating rate of accumulation of records, war­
pressure for space, and active records adminis­
on programs especially ~n the War and Navy De­

.....~- ..._~·"-s., 

War Department records accounted for more than 
percent cit all the records received during the 

Of particular genealogical and historical in­
among them are record cards, prepared ~ The 

General~ s Office, containi.ng data relative . 
the military service and medical h::l.story of regulars 
volunteers in the Continental and United, States 
esj 17?5-1912, and in the A~ of the Confederate 

s of America, 1861-65. Substantial documenta­
for the military history of the World War I period 

ontained in.records, 1912-22, which include gen-
Departmental files; r€icords of the American 

http:containi.ng
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section of the Supreme War Council; records of the 
American Expeditionary Forces; and records of the 
Polish Relief, the North Russia, and. the Mexican Puni­
tive Expeditions. In addition records of several ar­
senals, such as the Springfield (Mass.) Arsenal and 
Armory, 1794-1911, and of numerous field commands, 
such as the Departments of the Platte and the Missouri 
and of the Fort Omaha Quartermaster, 1866-1919, were 
received,. Transfers made by the Navy Department, al ­
though considerably smaller than those received from 
the War Department·' practically completed the concen­
tration in the National Archives of its permanently 
valuable noncurrent records to 1940. As a result of 
these and other transfers from the War and Navy De­
partments, more than a third of the records in the 
National Archives at the end of the fiscal year re­
lated to military affairs. 

Records of the Spanish regime in Puerto Rico, 
1750-1898, transferred from the Library of Congress, 
jnclude the oldest records received during the year. 
Other significant transfers comprise records of the 
Office of the Secretary of the Treasury, 1789-1026, 
among which are the so~alled "Old Files~ and othP-r 
invaluable materials for the study of fiscal policy; 
records of the Collectors of Customs at Baltimore, 
1783-1919, and at Washington (Georgetown), D. c., 
1807-1900· additions to the central files of the De­
partment ~f Justice that complete those files in the 
National Archives to 1912; records of the Food and 
Drug Administration, 1900-1943; headquarters and field 
records of the War Risk Litigation Bureau relating to 
about 24,000 closed cases; and records of the National 
Resources Pla.niu.ng Board, which were transferred to 
the National Archives by act of Congress. 

A turn of events has on several occasions trans­
formed relatively inactive files to extremely active 
ones. ~~en this is only a temporary situation the 
additional demands for service can be handled by the 
National Archives. The war, however, made several 
series of records in the National Archives essential 
to the current operations of the agencies from which 
thev came and they have in consequence been perma­
nently Withdrawn from the custody of the Archivist. 

ACCESSIONING OF RECORDS 

Thus Navy Department records relating to naval and 
civilian personnel, Marine enlistment files, and a 
few other series amounting in all to 13,484 cubic feet 
were withdrawn during the yeare 

Brief descriptions of all records accessioned 
ng the fiscal year are contained in appendix VIII 

this report@ The volume of all accessions made 
during "t~he year is shown in the following table: 

Summary of Accessions, Fiscal Year 1944 

Sources1 

of the President, 2,129
Emergency Management Office 


Poreign Economic Administration 

3 

War Information Office • • • 552 
War Production Board • • • . • • 1 

National Resources Planning Board • 1,567
cutive Departments . .... . 87,8'32

Department of State • • • • • • 661
Department of the 'l'reasury 2,311
Department of War • • • 70,037
Department of Justice • • 7,099
Post Office Department. • 119 
Department of the Navy. • • • • 4,996
Department of the Interior. • • • • 304 
Department of Agriculture • 1,879
Department of Commerce. • 426 

r Cl{fencies . . . . . . . • . 21,542
Civil Service Commission••• 11 
Federal Communications Commission • 335 
Federal Security Agency • • 1,955 
Federal Trade Commission. • • • • • 335 

1The agencies of the Federal Government listed are the 
from which the records were received. The sources of 

gifts of motion pictures and sound recordings during 
are given .in appendix VIII. 

~All tYPes of material are covered, including maps and 
, motion pictures and sound recordings, still pictures, 

; each of these special tYPes of material is fur­
analyzed in the other tables below. 

http:Pla.niu.ng
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Statistie>al Summary of Accessions-Continued 

Sources 

Other 
Federal Works Agency • 
Library of Congress •• 
Maritime Commission •• 
National Housing Agency. 
National Labor Relations Board • 
National Research Council. • • • 
President's Committee on Civil Service 

Improvement • • • • • • 
Price Administration Office. • 
Railroad Retirement Board. 
Selective Service. • • • 
Veterans' Administration • 

Private gifts • • • 

Total • 

3,700 
300 

3,216 
57 

650 
29 

10 
4 
3 

11 
10,.800 

111,561 
51 

111,612 

Maps and atlase~.--The collection of archival 
maps and atlases in the National Archives nearly dou­
bled during the year under review. The 16?,916 items 
received brought the total to 352,342 maps and 763 
atlases in the custody of the Archivist. About half 
of the maps, or more than 180,000, are manuscript or 
annotated maps, and they constitute the largest col­
lection of such maps in the United States. 

Three-fourths of the maps received during the 
year came from the War and Navy Departments and they 
reflect the use of such material in military planning 
and operations. Many of them are War Department Gen­
eral Staff maps relatine to World War I. Of particu­
lar historical interest are large-scale American and 
captured German maps relating to the Western Front0 
From the Na~; Department c~~e Naval Intelligence maps 
1875-1935~ of countries throughout the world and the 
entire body of Hydrographic Office manuscript maps 
(hydrographic charts), 1855-1936, of the coastal wa­
ters of all parts of the world. Other notable items 
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ved include manuscript maps of the United States 
,,,.,.,_..,......, cal Surveys West of the One Hundredth Merid­

or the Wheeler ~~ey (1869-?9), one of the four 
jor surveys of the West in the period folloWing the 

War, and maps assembled by the National Resources 
Board and its predecessors, 1931-43, which 
constitute the most comprehensive present­

representation of the physical and human re­
of the United States ''a.hd their geographical 
·tionships~ 

additions to the map and atlas collection in 
National Archives during the fiscal year classi­
according to character and agencies of derivation, 

shown in the table that follows: 

Additions to Napthe and Atlas Collection 
F·iscal Year 1944 

printed At- TotalSources 
maps lases items 

1,979 5,937 5,661 13,627 
of War • 6,142 6,304 68,370 3 80,819 

Office Department. 5,823 90 5,913 
of the Navy. 18,331 408 27,398 9 46,146 
ofthe Interior 14,500 537 101 15,228 
of Agriculture 226 226 
of Commerce. . 2,787 2,787 

Works Agency. 2,218 863 89 3,170 

Total • . . . • 52,096 14,099 ,709 12 167,916 

Mot~on ,Eic~ur~ ,a;nd ;:;~nd ~recqr9in~s.-Only about 
as much film was received during the fiscal year 
as during the previous year but the collection of 

recordings .in the National Archives increased 
sevenfold., More than 30,000 disks of record­

and more than 988,000 running feet of film were 
ved, bringing the total quantity of such material 

custody of the Archivist to about 35 000 disks 
,ooo,ooo running feet of film. All ex~ept 2 of 
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the recordings received during the year came from 
Federal agencies~ They consist for the most part of 
enemy-sponsored broadcasts that were recorded .b,y the 
Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service the Federal 
Communications Commission. Two~thirds the film 
came from Government sources. Included are motion 
pictures, 1918-36, transferred by the Department of 
Agriculture, that relate to soils, crops, markets, 
and forestry and are of significance for study of 
social and economic history, and informational films, 
such as '~The Nazis Strike'~ and Conquer,~~ 
which came from the War Department* from 
private sources, which are described at the 
end of appendix VIII of this report, consist chiefly 

motion pictures, such as 9 ~Confessions a Nazi 
Spy,~ that were studied by the aubcommittee the 
Interstate Commerce Committee of the that in­
vestigated the alleged dissemination of war propa­
ganda, and of Rews reels and recordings of interviews 
with air combat service veterans of World War II* 

The quanti ties of motion-picture film and sound 
recordings received during the fiscal year 1944, · 
classified according to the sources from which they 
came, are shown in the two tables that follow: 

Additions to 	the Notion-Picture Collection 
Fiscal Year 1944 

Sources Running feet 

Senate • • • • • • • 
Emergency Management Office 

War Information Office. 
War Production Board. 

Department of War. • • • • 
Department of the Navy •• 
Department of Agriculture•• 
Federal Security Agency. 

Private gifts. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

DuplicatioDs for purposes of preservation 

Total. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

3,226 

9,030 
324 

25,748 
2,988 

570,000 
70,341 

681,657 
306,959 

988,616 
13,973 

1,002,589 

29ACCESSIONING 	 OF RECORDS 

to the Collection of Sound Recordinfs 
Fiscal Year 1944 

Sources 

Interior ••• 

NUmber 
or disks 

6 
30,100 

30,114 

gifts. • 2 

Total. • 30,116 

Still pictures.--There are more than a million 
in the collection of still photographs in the 

onal Archives as a result of the transfer during 
year of 223,638 glass-plate and film negatives, 

prints, stereoscopic views, and color transpar­
More than half of them came from the Navy De- · 

Among them are photographs of portraits of 
Secretaries of the Navy, 1798-1939; the coast 
California made by the U. s. S. ~anger in its 

, 1882-90; naval operations in the Spanish-
can War and vessels of the Spanish fleet; equip-
buildings, and const::ructjon and testing activi­

at the Naval Aircraft Factory, Philadelphia, 
and activities of the Navy, 1939-43. From 

,..,..,.,., ........~,...,t of Agriculture came a group of pictures 
to soil-conservation operations and dry-land 

A large number of Civilian Conservation 
and National Youth Administration photographs, 

, were also received; these relate to such 
ties as vocational guidance, adult education, 

care, rehabilitation of the physically ha."ldi­
' and conservation of natural resources, all 
ts likely to be of importance in post-war 

additions to the still-picture collection dur­
fiscal year 1944, clas2ified according to the 
.from which they were received, are shown in 

table: 
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Additions to 	the Still-Picture Collection 
Fiscal Year 1944 

Sources Items 

Emergency Management Office 
War Information Office • 3 
War Production Board • 123 

Department of State • • • 3'7 
Department of War • • • • • 2 
Department of the Navy. • • 134,49'7 
Department of the Interior. • • 11,131 
D~partment of Agriculture • 3,QCX) 
Federal Security Agency • 65,400 

Federal Works Agency. • • , 9,445 

Total ••• 223,638 

Microfilmed records.--Although microfilming was 
used increasingly throughout the Government to reduce 
the bulk of records, to provide security copies, and 
otherwise as anadministrative tool, little more than 
half as m.aey rolls of microfilm were received by the 
National Archives this fiscal year as in the preceding 
year-5 ,250 as compared with 10,180~ Most of this 
material came from the Navy Department and consists 
of microfilm copies of correspondence and other rec­
ords- of the Bureau of Yards and Docks, 1920-42., Of 
particular historical interest among the microfilmed 
material received is a copy of a calendar prepared by 
the Historical Branch of the Army War College of some 
30,000 documents among War Department fileR relating 
to World War I. These and o~~er transfers of the 
year brought the total number of microfilmed records 
in the National Archives to 15,495 rolls, which, it 
is estimated, contain reproductions of 20,000,000 
documents., 

The additions to the microfilmed records in the 
National Archives, listed according to the agencies 
of derivation, are shown in the table that follows: 
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to Microfilmed Records, Fiscal Year. 1944 

Sources 

Department of War • 
Department of the Navy••• 
Civil Service Commission. 
t~·ecter<u Works Agency. • • 

Total • • • • • 

G <t 0 0 0 0 0 ot1 

0041-to oooo 
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Rolls 

36 
3,700 
1,207 

10 
29'7 

5,250 

Until'the National Archives was established and 
haven was provided for noncurrent Government records 
enduring value, the phfsical character of the rna­

played a large part in determining which of the 
•p"'"'"~"'~"~!'! would survive. Fortunately otrr ancestors were 

to consigning much of the account of their 
ties to rag paper bound in stout volumes, which 

sisted the onslaughts of time and neglect* Never­
less :roo.ny significant documents and even whole files 
bound volumes were perm:itted to disintegrate or · 
deliberately or inadvertently destroyed, and many 

passed from official custody into private pos­
on. Today, however, none need be lost~ At least 
records that are deposited in the National Ar­

s because they have enduring value.are protected 
loss or further deterioration, and such of them 

.have suffered damage in the past are rehabilitated 
promptly as the available resources 'l'f.ill permit. 

The National Archives Building itself was designed 
for the preservation and protection of rec... 

Air-conditioning, which eliminates harmful 
s from the outside air and controls temperature 
humidity, insures an atmosphere suited for pre-
rig paper. Steel and concrete stack areas, where 

sunlight n~ver pierces, and fire and burglar alarm 
afford protection against bombs, fire, and 

s and that less spectacular. but more ubiquitous 
, the sun •.s heat: ~d )j,g}lt~ ·· ·· 
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Before records are admitted to this inner sanctum, 
however they are fumigated to kill fungi and various 
crawlin~ wildlife common to books and paper. This ' 
step cannot be omitted 9r postponed, because the small­
est group of infested records could carry mold and in­
sects to entire sections of the building and years of 
preservation work could thus be undone. Blasts of 
compressed air from airbrushes next blow away all loose 
dust and dirt~ Some records, such as those stained 
by oil in ship disasters, also require special dry 
cleaning, but happily they are few~ 

The most pressing problem in the preservation of 
records in the National Archives is their packing and 
shelving. This is an essential first step in the as­
similation of records, for ~dequate analysis and de­
scription is impossible and servicing is very near~ 
so until records have been packed, labeled, and shelved. 
The size of the problem and the inadequacy of the re­
sources of the agency for meeting it may be gaged by 
the fact that since America.: entered the war the hold­
ings of the National Archives have more than doubled, 
more than a third of a million cubic feet of records 
have been received, while the staff of the agency has 
been reduced by about a third. Consequently, although 
every effort was made to reduce the backlog of un­
packed and unshelved records that existed at the be­
ginninP' of the fiscal year 1944, it continued to grow 
until by the end of the year more than 14?,000 cubic 
feet of records still remained in the containers in 
which thf?Y were received from the agencies. 

The use of cardboard boxes for the storage of 
records was conMnued during the year., When steel 
went to war and it was no longer possible to obtain 
further supplies of the steel equipment with which 
part of the building had been furnished, the use of 
cardboard boxes on the steel shelves already installed 
was tried. These inexpensive boxes have proved so 
adaptable because of their light weight, convenient 
size (letter or legal), and flexibility for filing 
either vertically or horizontally that it is unlikely 
that the agency will ever go back to the more expen­
sive, unwieldy, and space-wasting steel containers 

\except for the storage of certain materials for which 
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they are peculiarly adapted. Nearly 118,000 boxes 
were packed and shelved during the year, bringing the 
total number of such boxes in use to about 300,000 
and the total quantity of records packed in such boxes 
to nearly 100,000 cubic feet~ 

In the halcyon days before the war damaged or 
worn records were noted as they came :into the building 
and were scheduled for repaire The pressure of other 
work since the beginning of the war has dictated the 
policy of rehabilitating only those records in need 
of repair that are likely to be used immediately. Ma­
terial shortages and a reduced staff also affected the 
amount and kind of rehabilitation work done on reqords 

. in the custody of the Archivist~ Only about half as 
many sheets were laminated with cellulose acetate foil , 
which is now a priority item, in the fiscal year 1944 
as in the previous fiscal year, 39,235 as compared 
with ?6,119; the number of sheets unfolded and pressed 

t dropped from ?07,416 to 324,884; and because mus­
n could no longer be obtained the number of maps 

mounted plunged from 4,821 to 620. Personnel formerly 
employed on map repa:i ring turned their attention to 

strengthening of bound volumes so that expensive. 
binding could be postponed for several years. As 
result the number of volumes repaired rose from 

,316 in 1943 to 2,389 in 1944. · 

To preserve motion pictures, still photoeraphs, 
sound recordings different methods of storage and 

from those used for paper records are necessar,y. 
are specially constructed vaults in the National 

for the storage of nitrate film, which is re­
unstable and highly infla.mnable, but as a 

ction against the hazards of war all such film 
removed in 1942 to a depository just outside Wash­

As additional photographic materials on a 
base were received, they too were stored there. 

the end of the ftscal yea.r 1944, 1,283 cubic feet 
motion-picture film and 417 cubic feet of other 

in the custody of the Archivist were in this de­
ory and space there had been made available to 
Government agencies for the storage of about 
cubic feet of film. Some film :received is so. 

or has deteriorated so much and some sound 
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recordings are so worn that to preserve them they must 
be reproduced. During the fiscal year 1944 only 
14,000 running feet of filmwere reproduced for pur­
poses of preservation, ~s compared with 36,000 feet 
in the previous year, because certain necessary ma­
terials were scarce and the photographic laboratories 
were being utilized almost constantly for special war 
projects. 

Information about tne preservation of records is 
constantly in demand. To make the experience of the 
Natlonal Archives in this field and the technical 
knowledge of its staff more general~ available, two 
Bulletins were published in the fiscal year 1944. 
The Repair and Preservation of Records, which is a 
handbook of·the methods used at the National Archives, 
wa.s prepared by the Chief of the Cleaning and Rehabili­
tation Section in the previous fiscal year but it was 
not available until the year under review. Larger 
aspects of the preservation problem are dealt with in 
Buildings and §qui~ent for Archives, which consists 
of three papers read at the sAventh annual meeting 
of the Society of American Archivists. 

ANALYSIS AND .DESCRIPTION OF RECORDS 

Immediately after the occupation of the National 
Archives Building in November 1935, valuable noncurrent 
records of the Government began to trickle in. Soon 
this small stream swelled to a torrent. Today the 
National Archives holds more records than any other 
archival agency in the world. Never before have such 
holdings been so rapidly assembled. Never before has 
an archival agency had to deal with so many modern 
records of the period of the typewriter, the carbon 
copy, and the decimal file. The experiences of Euro­
pean archivists in handling medieval parchments and 
of American State archivists in dealing with colordal 
and Revolutionary records and small bodies of more 
recent materials have been only remotely applicable. 
The cataloging and classification methods .of libraries 
were not adaptable to the special needs of the situa­
tion. Thus, largely without precedent, the National 
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had to work out for itself methods of 
records in its custoqy under control. 

It was not until 1941 that a comprehensive plan 
for the compilation of finding aids was evolved, a 
pla~ tha~ ~as at once systematic, flexible, and capable 
of ~ndef~nlte development* This plan provided for 
the basic control of the holdings of ·the National A~­
chives by dividing them into "record groups,'• each 
to consist usually of the records of a single autono­

s record-keeping agency, and b,y describing them 
on registration sheets. Temporary finding 

in the form of "preliminary checklistsn of parts 
groups and of "preliminary inventoriestt of fairly 

vVJ;UIJ.I.e groups were to be prepared. "Final inven­
es" were to be compiled only after all records in 

group had been received, or at least all records up 
a given date, and their arrangement had been com­
ted. Special lists, reports, indexAs and other 
cialized finding aids were to be unde;taken when 
ded. 

With the experimental period in the past, the 
onal Archives was reaqy to launch an effective 

t and description program. Then came Pearl 
bor. The needs of the Nation at war had to be met. 
National Archives could serve best by releasing 

space, equipment, and personnel through the 
transfer of records and ey furnishing informa­

pertinent to the war from records in the build­
. The finding aids program was therefore modified; 

final inventories were to be undertaken for the · 
tion of the war and descriptive work was to be 

d on records of value in the prosecution of the 
the continued effective functioning of the Gov­

, or the development of plans for the post-war 
tment of the Government and the people to p~ace
tions .. 

Records of agencies of the first World War, 
!"Ally all of which are in the National Archives, 

embocy significant exper:i ence of the Gov­
in mobilizing the resources of the Nation for 

To make that experience available the National 
ves began immediately after Pearl Harbor to 
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compile a Handbook of Federal World War Agencies and 
Their Records, 1917-1921. This 666-page handboo~ 
which contains brief descriptions of the organization, 
functions, and records--both in and outside the Na­
tional Archives--cf over 2,400 units of the Federal 
Government, was a large undertaking. It was completed 
in the fiscal year 1943 but it did not come off the 
press until July of the fiscal year under review. 
Likewise a preliminary inventory of the records of the 
headquarters offices of the United States Food Adminis­
tration of the first World War prepared in the pre­
vious year was published early in the fiscal year 1944. 
The importance of labor problems in relation to pro­
duction led to the publication of a preliminary in­
ventory of the records of the'National War Labor Board, 
which was largely responsible for the stabilization 
of labor relations in 1913-1.9. Two other preliminary 
inventories, based on previously prepared classifica­
tion schemes, were completed but will not be published 
until ~rter the war. They cover the records of the 
State Food Administrations and of the United States 
Grain Corporation. 

Preliminary checklists, which can be prepared 
quick~ because they cover only parts of record groups 
and are less detailed than preliminary inventories, 
are well.adapted to the hurly-burly of war. ·During 
the fiscal year 1944, however, it was possible to com­
plete only 19 as compared with 37 completed in the 
previous fiscal year, though many others were in pro..; 
cess of preparation at the end of the year. They were 
designed chiefly to assist the staff in rendering 
services on records pertinent to the war effort, but 

-6 of the completed checklists, including those of 
records of the Federal Fuel Distributor (1922....23) and 
of the War Minerals Relief Commission (1919-41), were 
in such demand that copies of them were hectographed 
for distribution to ~nterested Government officials. 

A number of other finding aids were prepared or 
were in progress. The quarterly lists of National 
Archives Accessions were issued as usual. More Refer­
ence Information Circulars were published than finding 
aids of any-other type, but since they are designed 
primarily to meet reference requests they are discusse 
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ih the next section. The handbook for the sound re­
cordings of Indian music in the Smithsonian-Densmore 
Collection in the National .Archives, begun in the 

year, wa.s completed but not published.. This 
, financed with funds made available through the 
onal .Archives Tntst Fund Board,3 was done under 
supervision of the Director of Research and Reo-
Description by Miss Frances Densmore, who had 
most of the recordings in the collection$ 

Notable progress l6s made during the year in bring-
under control the large motion-picture collection 

the National Archives. More than 1,000 pictures 
units of motion-picture film were cataloged by 

of ~reference summaries,~ which are prepared on 
x 8 ~ards and then reduced photographically to stand­

lil:rary cai'd catalog size@ By this procedure 
c control wa.s established over such important 

...,.,,,..,, of motion pictures as the Byrd collection, the 
ture Departwmt collection, and the Signal Corps 

cellaneous collection.. !:nalysis and description 
other special records were also carried on as time 

t-ted.. A special list of maps of the Philippine 
:i:l..~.<i;llu~..t~:> in the National. Archives wa.s completed in 

form, and the consolidation and enlargement of 
indexes received with A~ War College and Signal 

photographs, begun the previous year, wa.s con-

Records that are disarranged, as many a:re when 
are received, have to be put in order not only 

they are described but also before they can be 
effectively even ey the staff* llluch analysis and 
<:l.u,~::,~::<ll~A~::<ut are necessary, therefore, as a matter of 

even though no description of the records is 
ieO::I.al<ely contemplated. As with the tasks of pack­

and shelving records, however, a large backlog of 
work has piled up and until additional personnel 

available this backlog will continue to grow.. 

The file microcopy program, which will be dis­
sed·in the next section, also involves analysis and 

3see appendix V for the annual report of the 
of the Board. 
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description. Most of the records photographed during 
the year were in bound volumes, for it would have been 
impossible to Undertake to analyze and arrange in defi ­
ni.tive order large amounts of loose papers, and only 
brief descriptive introductions and explanatory anno­
tations were supplied. 

Basic to all analysis and description work is the 
identification and registration of record gro~ps. A 
tentative list of such groups was made in the fiscal 
year 1943 and during the year under review each entry 
on that list was carefully analyzed and a revised list 
identifYing 191 record groups was compiled.4 Meanwhile 
a number of one-page "registrationsn of the groups 
were prepared. Each contains a brief description of 
the history and functions of the agency, of its rec­
ords in the National Archives, with their inclusive 
dates and quantity, and of known records belonging to 
the group but not yet transferred to the National Ar­
chives. Since records are constantly being accessioned, 
however, many of these registrations must be revised 
frequently. Priority in description work in the com­
i.ng year 'Will be given to the revision of these regis­
trations and to the preparation of others in order to 
complete the over-all description of the. holdings of 
the National Archives that is so badly needed. 

The fiscal year 1944 was a lean one for analysi~ 
and description of records. Records of enduring value 
had to be brought into the building lest in the pres­
sure for space they be lost. Records of no further 
use had to be reported for disposal so that the space 
and equipment they occupied could be utilized to better 
advantage. Information from records in the National 
Archives had to be furnished to the Nation at war and 
in support of individual rights. Since the manpower 
available was strictly limited, these activities could 
be carried on only qy neglecting the ana~vsis and de­
scription of records. Such work can be postponed-­
perforce, it has been-but it cannot be postponed eco­
nomically. Failure to develop effective controls over 

4For a list of 209 record groups as of December 
30, 1944, see appendix VII. 
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means not only excessive expenditures of time 
rendering services on them but also lack of know­

of the existence of, and therefore access to, 
of the information and experience embodied i.n 

REFERENCE SERVICE 

The records of a people's government belqng to 
people., It is in their service that the records 
created and it is in their service that those of 

are retained. They are a s.y.mbol of our 
""'"'.lue~•• being and an evidence of our culture. That 
sufficient reason for keeping them, but their prac­

utility dictates even more forcefully their 
servation. They protect the rights and privileges 
citizens, they furnish precedents and working data 
Government officials, and they provide a major 

e for the study of the development of the country 
its institutions. To these ends the National Ar­

s makes available records or information from 
in the custody of the Archivist. 

In a crisis such as war, when political, social, 
economic problems beset the ~ation, the Government 
the people turn for guidance and assistance even 
urgently then in normal times to the record of 

successes and failures in attempting to solve 
problems in earlier periods. That this is 

is evidenced by the character of the reference 
e the National Archives has been called upon to 
since the war began. But in the fiscal year 

the National Archives had considerably less man­
available for reference-service work than it 


in the preceding year. Consequently it had to 

to furnish certain kinds of information, it 


to give less time than is desirable to some re­
,. and it had to restrain its desire to embark 

projects for which, however worthwhl le, it did not 
the personnel. 

Because of these circumstances and also J:)ecause 
was the Archivist's poli.cy not to accessiou records 
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on which the reference-service load would be heavy, 
the volume of reference service as shown b,y several 
of the various units of measurement employed in de­
termining accomplishments was considerably smaller 
than it had been for some years,. Chiefly as a result 
of requests received from agenci~s engaged directly 
in war activities, there was a large increase in the 
number of photographs, particularly those of foreign 
scenes, that were loaned or made available for search­
room rtse® There was a substantial increase also, from 
53,000 to 61,000, in the number of items other than 
photographic that were used by searchers in the several 
search roomse There was a substantial dl!l!.crease, how­
ever~ from 29,000 to 25!000. the number or. occasions 
on which reference i!ServJ_ce :tP..,fo::rm.ation was g:tven to 
inquirers phone, by letter, or pe.rsor.al confer­
ences., There was a decrease.~ from about. 100,000 to 
some 94 000, in the number items other t~ photo­

2 
that were loaned to Government offic:tals~ 

Preoccupation with war work probably accounts for the 
fact tr~t there were fewer requests for cards of ad­
miss-ion to the search rooms, where authorized persona 
use records, than in' the preceding year,.2,200 as com­
pared with 2,500, and the number of visits made to 
these rooms decreased from 16,000 to about 14,200. 
Far fewer pages of documentary material were reproduced 
photographically than in the previous year because of 
the shortage of labor and materials and tr~ fact that 
the photographic laboratories were occupied almost 
constantly by agencies doing confidential war work* 

Matters of vital concern were involved in the 
Government's quest· for information from the National 
Arohi ves.. Proper clothing for winter fighting and foX' 
those who hold America's outposts in the North·may 
well be a matter of life and death~ Food supplies, 
distribution, transportation, war production, and labor 
relations are more than subjects for ar1tiquarian re­
search when the Nation is at war@ There was continued 
interest in military administration of occupied terri­
tory and in Government control of enemy property in 
wartime. Extensive studies were made of United States 
mill. tary policy, 1898-1934, and of such s-ubjects as 
the suppression by cartels of technological develop­
ments.. Demands for photographs, :maps .. and any infor­

m.ation about e~ or ensmy...field territory that will 
aid the fighting forces w.ill, of course$ continue so 
long u the war lal!llts., The National Archi:ves, how­
ever, does not requests material., 
lUhenJi) for a chart the of 
an obscure 

-.s made 
is 

property to 
war-torn areas were 

"'JI.~JUi!U.. jjr... 
till., 

such problat!ll as 
t!llettl~nt 
property -.s all!llo eupplied 
~oneerned such probl~~ 

first World War$ Fact~ in 
~ s pla."ls and experience ~bilimtion 

the amed ror~es follmng the tlrflllt, 
a~similation of the veterans of that ~ a 

economy ~re in w.ide demand .. 

Many of these requests for intorution resulted 
the making of substantial reports to Government 

Nine of these, as compared nth twelve in 
previous fiscal year, that dealt with wbjectl!Jl of. 
current interest were processed a~ lJ!f~e~Cwil! 

They described personnel reo­
in the Jrchivel!Jl and J~aterials in 

onal Archives relating rubber; the iron, 
, and gove~nt b,y the 

states caribbean area, 1898-1934; the 
tion surplus property after the first World 

the dehydration of foods,; nut:dtion and food con­
tion ey consumers.~~ 191?-1~; the termination or 
cation of contracts following World War I; and . 

demobilization of the armed forces and the relief, 
litation, and employment of veterruw follovdng 

.first World 'War., · 

http:pe.rsor.al
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The effective functioning of Government in fields 
not directly related to the war effort makes heav.y de­
m.ands on the National Archives for the furnishing of 
information, records, or copies of records needed to 
facilitate the operations of Federal agencies. To the 
Civil Service Commission, for example, the National 
Archives provided information needed to clear the ap­
pointment of former Government employees to new job~; 
to the General Land Office it loaned records necessary 
to the determination of land titles; and to the Vet­
erans• Administration it sent records and data essen­
tial in the administration of veterans' benefits. 

Information service to the public, af! already 
noted, was restricted, and as a rule it was impossible 
to undertake.extensive searches for information de­
sired by non-Government inquirers. One comprehensive 
report, on recor9s of the Government of value for the 
study of the administration of Federal-State relation­
ships, a report that members of the staff 'were obvi­
ously peculiarly fitted to make, was prepared for the 
Committee on Public Administration of the Social Sc1­
ence Research Council with funds it made available to 
the National Archives through the National Archives 
Trust Fund Board.. Only a limited amount of genealogi­
cal data was sent to inquirers.. Information about 
persons that was needed to establi'sh citizenship or 
to protect other rights and interests, however, was 
furnished promptly. And no limitations were placed 
on the use of records in the search rooms, all of 
which were open on weekdays from 8:45 a .. m.. to 5:15 
p. m.. In addition the Central Search Rooms continued 
to be kept open until 10 p. m.. Mondays through Fridays. 

Non-Government searchers used records for studies 
ranging all the way from the personal finances of 
Abraham Lincoln to the effect of barometric pressure 
on the birthrate& As the photographic collections in 
the National Archives became better known there was 
a sharp rise in their use for purposes of illustration 
and documentation. The. producers of the moving pic­
ture nwilson, lt for instance' found invaluable materi­
als in the National Archives. Not only were scores of 
photographs of Wilson and persons associated with him 
and of the Versailles Conference and other scenes of 
his activities carefully studied and details in them 
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faithfully copied, but Signal Corps newsreels in the 
Natianal Archives were actually interpolated in the 
film.. Writers continued to draw upon records in the 
National Archives for background and for incident. 
Margaret Landon, for example, used consular. reports 
· other records in the National Archives in writing 

best-seller, fAnna and the. King of _Siam. 

As compared with the previous fiscal year there 
an increase in the search-room use of records for 
larly research, 'but.such\usage was still con­

smaller than it had been before the war. 
bo.oks whose authors utilized material in the 

onal Archives were published during the year. 
included ~udah P.. Ben,jam:in" Confederate States... 
b,y Robert D~ Meade, ~he St. Johns~ a Parade of 

a volume in the Rivers of America series, 
Cabell and A. J,. Hanna, God, Mammon, anq 

~~~~~by Fred Harvey Harrington, Walter Reed. 
4 

;..;;;;....;;~~;.;;;.....;::.=:..;:..;:=' by Laura N. Wood_, and Report on · 

~~~~~th James H. Mock and Evangeline Thurber, 
1 of the1 staff. Large-scale research projects 

were continued during the year included the study 
the Work Projects Administration arts projects 

ored b.Y· the American Council of Learned Societies 
the State Department's project for the publication 

territorial papers. 

Exhibi ts.,...._R,ecords in the custody of the Archi­
are also made available to the public through 

medium of exhibits. Visitors to the Exhibition 
, where selected materials of historical or time~ 
est are always on display, exceeded 64,000 during 

year as compared with 40,000 in the fiscal year 
Three major exhibits were on view during the 
The Jefferson Bicentennial exhibit, which fea­

. the ideas and activities of the man whose demo­
ideals are as inspiring today as they were pro­

when he served as Ambassador to France, Sec­
of State, and third President of the United 

, was on view from April to October 1943.. It 
followed by an exhibition of materials from the 

n D .. Roosevelt Library at ~de Park. Featured 
s display were family and Presidential papers, 

.manuscripts,. ship models including the 



RevolutiQMl"y 
,.,~....M on display 

1783 
Rights, 

Procla-
World Wars., 
time to 

of 

President's famous model of the Co:nstitutio:n, rare 
prlnts and engra:vings., art objects JP and gifts to the 
President such as the j~led svrord or ~scus steel 
presented King Baud Arabia., The third 
exhibit presented a general one 

n,le ,!!icrooogt_ei!® work and 
scarcity or matemls resulted 
thi.s year a of 
microcopies., bombing became 
m.ore remote there was f'ilm.ing 

records order insurance copies 
them might be avmlable,. microcopying of rec­

ords beoee, then, chis~· a subpublication 
which the National proouce.s on microfilm. 

negative copies of :records which positive prlnts 
are made as order!3 are received.. During the year file 
m,icrocopies of.o:nly 65,000 pages were prepared as com­
pared nth IC~me 400,000 pages in the previous fiscal 
year, and positive prints of about 34,000 pages were 
made as compared nth l '15 ,000 pages in the fiscal year 
1943$ 

Until the war over and a carefully planned 
file microcopy program can undertaken:t refe:rence 
service requests will largely 
determine mat material51 in this pro­
gram~ Among 

year were foreign 
grass and the Department 
from Ur.d.ted State:!.i ll'rl.niste:r~S to Denmark~' 18ll-12, 

Argentina, 181 '7-26, and Turkey, 1818-29; let ten§ S~ent 


the Topographic Bureau and successor divisions of 

of theChief of Engineers, War Depart.ment, 


schedules of the cemms of 1830 

~ Mississippi, and New York; a 
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letterbook of Tench Coxe, Commissioner of the Revenue, 
ting to the procurement of mill tacy, naval, and 

supplies, 1794-96; letters sent b,y the Office 
of Indian Affairs, 1861-69; and instructions and re­

ef the Oregon Superintendency of Indian Affairs, 
... u.Jv--._,5.,. 

OTHER SERVICES 

Although the National Archives has direct respon­
bility only for records of the Federal Government, 
cannot, as a leading institution in a professional, 

of growing importance, well evade a certain re­
bility for furnishing advice ru1d assistance when 

sted to State and local archival agencies in this 
and to archivists in friendly countries abroad.. 

number of requests for such services is constantly 
sing. They relate chiefly to such subjects as 

organization of an archives establishment, laws 
:rning the maintenance of records and the disposi­

on of useless papers, the training of archivists and 
staffing of archives agencies, the planning and 

of archives buildings, technical processes 
equipment for :repair and preservation of archives, 
microfilming and other forms of reproduction. 

s planning the erection of. archivcs buildings as 
of their post-war build:ing programs, including 

, Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania~ 01'1io, and Ver­
~ have turned to the Archives for advice .. 

close ~tween Federal and 

mat­
In 

a 
one country 

of all. The·re are t'ew fields of cultural 
between nations where interchange of ex­
of greater benef;l.t. The Latin American 



46 47 TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 

republics in particular have looked to the United 
States more and more for advice and assistanc~es­
pecially in the field of technical methods and equip­
ment~ Each year for several years past the National 
Archives has been a host to interns sent by their own 
governments for several months of stuqy and observa­
tion. In the fiscal year 1945, for the first time, 
funds will be made available to the National Archives 
through the Interdepartmental Committee on Cooperation 
With the American Republics for the granting of fellow­
ships in archives administration to a properly quali­
fied candidate from each of three Latin American coun­
tries .. 

What is happening to archives in war-ravaged 
countries of Europe is of primary concern to the armed 
services, public administrators, and scholars.. ~he ar­
chivists of England, France, Italy, and the Holy See 
are actively engaged under the sponsorship of their 
respective states in preserving and protecting their 
own records and those of the enemy. In the heyday of 
her power, Germa.cy also formed a commission headed by 
one of her leading archivists to oversee the archives 
of occupied countries. With America playing a leading 
role in Europe and administering large sections under 
military government, the Archivist of the United States 
is bound to lend his support to efforts to preserve 
records in war areas, records that constitute not only 
an irreplaceable source for the history of the civili~ 
zation t~e.y mirror but also an indispensable tool for 
current administration. Thus during the year under 
review the Archivist has placed at the disposal of the 
military all the technical knowledge at his comnand., 

The National Archives was not alone in t.he 
States in its concern for the cultural treasures 
Europe. At the beginning of the ye;,;,;r 194/,.. the 
American Cou.ncil of Learned Societieew 

Protection of wltu.ral Treasures 
A:rchivist the 

Dre 'M.lUam Bell was 
was to 

in±' ormation 
as archaeological remains, mo~uments 
and art, art collections, libraries, 

OTHER SERVICES 

tl1e view to protecting them, if possible, during mili­
tary operations and after they came under Allied con­
trol.. 

The National Archives welcomed the opportunity 
the Committee afforded for funneling pertinent data 
to the armed services. Under the supervision of the 
Director of Research and Records Description of the 
National Archives info~1ation was compiled as to the 
name, location, official head, holdings, and buildings 
of some 1,600 European archival :repositories, begin­
ning with Italy. This infonnation was sent to Com­
mittee headquarters in New York, where maps shoWing 
the location of cultural treasures, including the p~in­
cipal archival repositories, were prepared and for­
warded to the War Department, which in turn reproduced 
them in quantity and sent them to the appropriate the­
aters of operation. 

.Much of the information assembled concerning ar­
chives could not be incorporated in these maps and the 
accompanying lists. Believing this information also 
to .be of value, the National Archives as an experiment 
in August 1943 processed 150 copies of its compilation 
on Italian archives. Requests for copies from military 
government officials in overseas theaters soon made it 
necessary to process additional copies of this docu­
ment* Thereafter, similar information on other occu­
pied and enemy countries was made available in Uke 

on and the documents were distributed large~ b,y 
Military Government Division of the Provost Mar­

shal General's Office. Additional reports of a confi­
nature were produced for this Division and for 

r agencies that had found the work of the National 
ves in this field usefuL Most these reports 
concerned with modern which a dual 
cter in 

to ~UlJ.W..A.t.ll.i::> 

a Monu­
j had been 

t up under the Allied Control Coi~M"l'lission for Ita~ 
coordinate the work of the many '~monuments officers" 

sent. to the Mediterranean theater by the British 
Americans~ the Nat.ional Archives at f'i '!"«:t. h«:ti nn 

http:UlJ.W..A.t.ll
http:Germa.cy
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direct contact with the theater. Nor were there any 
professional archivists among the American monuments 
officers. Nevertheless, their reports pointed to the 
need for special measures with respect to archives 
and current adm:inistrative records. Accordingly, when 
a request for an adviser on archival matters was re­
ceived from the theater, the Archivist recommended 
that Fred W$ Shipman, Director of the Franklin D.. 
Roosevelt Library, be sent as temporary archives ad­
viser to the Subcommission on Monuments, Fine Arts, 
and Archives. The recommendation was accepted and 
Mr* Shipman spent J months in the theater~ He sur­
veyed major archival depositories, interviewed offi ­
cials concerned, and, nth Hilary Jenkinson, Secretary 
of the British Public Record~ Office, worked out pro­
cedures for the protection and use of records in areas 
that came under Allied control, procedures that are 
now in 'rlde use. Mr§ Shipma.n also recommended that 
~n American archivist be added to the staff of the 
Subcommission, and i'n due course Capt® William D., 
McCain, a f~rmer member of the staff of the National 
Archives and Director of the Mississippi Depar:t;ment 
of Archives and History on military leave, was assigned 
to that duty s As Allied arms pushed farther into Eu­
rope the prospect seemed bright for the appointment 
of records officers in each army and for an extension 
of the ~stems of control over records that had been 
developed in Italy* 

The special facilities of the National Archives 
and the technical competencies of the many· experts on 
the staff were frequently u.tiUzed 
agencies during the year.. 'When large 
undertaken ftlllds to finance them were made 
qy the agencies seeking assistance® A 
service in the field of preserving records 
for the docu:mentation of the rights · 
zens was performed for the Immigrat:ion and 
tion Service$ To conserve storage 
more than 14,000 large volumes of ships 1 

New York,. which contain records of 
the country through that port, it ·was 
crofilm the records and then destroy the 
Many of them, however, were in such· bad shape that 
they could not be microfilmed nor, in fact, '~ed as 
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they were. The National Archives made all the neces­
~ary repairs of these records, Which included lamina­
ting 60,000 sheets, so they could be microfilmed. The 
photographic laboratories were made available for many 
war-related projects, and War and Navy Department per­
sonnel were trained in the use of special photographic
equipment. · 

Representatives of the National Archives partici ­
ted in ~ork of the United States Board on Geographi­

Names, the Comrrittee on Cartography of the Pan 
Institute of Geography and History, the Na­

Research Council, the United Nations Central 
ining Film Committee;' the Interdepartmental 
on Cooperation With the American Republics, the 

ncy Records Administration Conference"' the 
Fire Council, and the Council of Perso~el Ad­

stration. Although war work and travel restric­
ons limited the participation of members of the 

in activities of associations of archivists his­
' political scientists, geographers, librS:ians, 

...,_,_,__,a••Lucture engineers, public administrators, law­
' and the like, many nevertheless served on com­

ttees, contributed papers, and were otherwise ac­
tive in such organizations. 

During the year the Archivist continued to serve 
Chairman of the National Archives Council and of 

National Historical Publications Commission; the 
.........,~.~.uu. strative Secretary served as Secretary of the 

boqy and the Director of Research and Records 
scription as Acting Secretary of the latter, Re­

o£ the secretaries on the activities of these 
s comprise appendixes II and VI of this report. 

.Archivist is also charged with the administration 
the Franklin D.. Rooseveit Library; his annual re­

as to the Library has been preset1ted separately® 

THE FEDERAL REGISTER 
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left hand is doing.. ~ The fie~ster certainly makes no 
pretentions to beauty.. It is purely utilitarian. Its 
purpose however, is to furnish information, the li~e 
blood democrae.y, not primarily Goverrnnent o!fk­

to the public., 

Recognizing the complexity 
fact that must be an "'""''"'..''s 

of Government ..,..,,"ij,....., 
comply, Congress in 

the National 

government 
inform~ 

it is 

as remain in ef:f't:ct.. is '~'"""'"'y·,.,,"'" 

machinery was well established 
it ca:used an enormous increase in number, im­

portance, and complexity of administrative regulations. 

The feder~:t: R~g;!,ster has played an indispensable 
part in the mobilization of the resources of the coun­
try for war& Its importance to corporations and citi­
zens is indicated b.y the fact that between July 1, 
1941, and July 1, 1944, the number of paid subscrip­
tions to it :rose from 3,016 to 14,27.3.. During the 
same period the number of documents filed with the Di= 
vision jumped from less than 8,500 to more than 44,500 
a year.. The Division like the rest of the National 
Archives Establishment has been forced to deal with 
a greatly increased work load without anything ap­
proaching a proportionate increase in staff. The 
functions of the Division are mandatory, however, and 
admit of no postponement. To keep the work current$ 
therefore» much overtime has been necessary and every 
shortcut possible has been taken., 

To effect economies in the publication of the 
Fed~ral.Register documents and parts of documents of 
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dubious general applicability were excluded or reduced 
to summaries when such treatment was deemed proper.. 
Even so, the number of documents printed during the 
year amounted· to 20,165 as compared with 18,569 in the 
previous fiscal year® The number of copies distrib­
uted to Government officials remained at slightly over 
s,ooo, and the sum received from subscribers the 
Superintendent of Documents covered 

of , 
during the fiscal year under 

of the ~ and cumulative supple-
amounted to 7,66? volumes, for which $22,089®75 

received by the Superintendent Documents® Con­
1; rl'"'""~ble work on the regular 1943 supplement to the 

was also done during the year® 

In addition to its publication activities, the 
vision performed many other services for Government 

""""l"'-'..I.IC'i:!' some on a working fund or reimbursable basis., 
continued, for instance, to edit and print copies 
the regulations of the Office of Price Administra­

and of the war Production Board before their for­
filing with the Division.. These advance copies 
sent to the field offices so that the regulations 
be administered from the moment they become ef­

ve;O This saved the agencies so much time and 
in communication and distribution costs that the 

Food Administration and the Office of Defense 
on also requested the same service. The 

..."'"'""u also furnish~d these four agencies with codi-. 
that bring together series of amendments to 
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regulations formerly available only in piecemeal form. 
Similar consolidations were prepared for the voluminous 
renegotiation regulations of the war Contracts Price 
Adjustment Board, the Army regulations, and the Army 
procurement regulations. 

AD~INISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES 

Or~zational changes$--The past decade has been 

one of rapid social, economic, and political change 

climaxed by wars The National Archives, like the rest 

of. the Government and the country itself, has obviously 

been affected by this$ It has been faced wi. th unpre­

cedented records problems of increasing magnitude, 

which have had to be dealt with during the last few 

years with diminished resources of funds and experi­

enced personnel~ The original organizational structure 
 1­

1/)
of the National Archives was necessarily tentative and >

i 
0changes in it have been made whenever increased experi­ a: 
ctence or changed conditions have indicated that such 
11.1 
:J:changes would facilitate effective and economical op­ 1­.... 
0eration.. ... 
0 
u:: ....During the fiscal year 1944 a new organization for 
0

over-all management was introduced in several stages~ 

The objective of this reorganization was a more effec­

tive division of labor in accomplishing the programma­

tic and procedural planning needed in anticipation of 

having to deal at the end of the war with record prob­

lems of enormous scope and great difficulty. To this 

end the Archivist freed himself from much operational 

detail by appointing a Director of Operations on Novem­

ber 9, 194:3, and from much detai1 involved in coordina"= 

ting the formulation of plans in directives and regu­

lations by the desigr.ation of a Management Officer on 

April 17, 1944$ A few days before the end of the fis­

cal year an."louncement was made of the final step in the 

reorganization plan, to be effective July 1944, 

which responsibility for the business activi­
ties as well as the professional operations 

agency was largely C!l;mtered in the 

tions.. The staff officers assi.gned to 

their major fields or responsibility are: 
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Director of Operations, records preservation; the As­
sistant Director of Operations, records administration 
activities; the Records Appraisal Officer, accessioning 
and disposal of records; and the Records Control Offi ­
cer, reference service and records description. Pro­
vision was also made for a Tecrmical Assistant to the 
Director, to assist him in matters involving records 
of special types. The Office of the Archivist was re~ 
organized to include the Y~nagement Officer, the Budget 
Officer, the Administrative Secretary, and the newly 
created position of Program Adviser. The positions of 
Administrative Assistant to the Archivist, Director of 
Records Accessioning and Preservation, Assistant 
Director of Records Accessioning and Preservation, 
Director of Research and Records Description, and Di­
rector of Reference Service were discontinued .. 

As a part of the reorganization effective July l, 
1944 immediate responsibility for services-on records, 
which had been centered in the Office of the Director 
of Reference Service, was placed upon the chiefs of 
the records divisions and a General Reference Division 
was established to perform reference work not within 
the province of any records division. The Division 
of Veterans' Administration Archives was redesignated 
the Division of Veterans' Records, with a view to con­
centrating in its custody service records of veterans 
as well as records of the Veterans' Administration, · 

· and the Divisions of War Department Archives and Navy 
Department Archives were consolidated into a War Rec­
ords Office under the supervision of a Director. 
Other changes in organization during the fiscal year 
included discontinuance of the Divisions of Informa­
tion and Publications and of Repair and Preservation 
on November 9, 1943, and transfer of their functions, 
records, and personnel to the office of the Adminis­
trative Secretary, in the one case, and to the former 
Office of the Director of Records Accessioning and 
Preservation in the other. At the same time the Steno­
graphic Pool was made a section of the Division of 
Personnel Management. The organization of the National 
Archives on July 1, 1944, is shown by the chart on the 
preceding page. 

Personnel.--The National Archives was fortunate 

in having: a smaller turnover in personnel during the 
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fiscal year 1944 than in the preceding year. Exclud­
ing members of the staff in the armed services who 
were technically on leave without pay, the number em­
ployed at the beginning of the fiscal year was 345, 
of whom 9 were employed at the Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Library.. Because the number of persons on the staff 
eligible for military service had been materially re­
duced, only 36 persons entered the armed forces, as 
c.ontrasted with 95 the previous year. Other members 
of the staff, however, left to do records administra­
tion, war history, or related work in other agencies. 
In all there YTere 141 separations, which resulted in 
a turnover rate, based upon the average number of ~~·~-c' 
sons employed, of 41 percent. The departure of ex­
perienced workers, always a loss to an agency was 

this year even more serious than usual becaus~ of 

pressure of work and the difficulty of obtaining 

trained re~lacements. Typists, stenographers, and 

other cler2cal persoru1el as well as laborers were 

pecially scarce. Nevertheless 150 appointments were 

made, resulting in a staff of 354 persons at _the end 

of the year. Largely to fill vacancies caused qy 

separations, 128 persons were promoted to a higher 

grade; in addition 110 persons received 

salary increases in accordance with the provisions 

the Mead-Ramspeck salary advancement act. 


Separations and organizational changes 
_in a. number of personnel changes during the year. 
July 12, 1943, Stuart Portner, a former staff menber, 

appointed Chief of the Division of War Department 
v~s to replace Dallas D. Irvine, who had been 

ly serving as Chief after Edward G. Campbell 
been called into military service the previous 

mnr-,T.n When Ur. Campbell received an honorable dis­
from the Army he was made Assistant to the Ar­

st, effective September 15, and Philip c. Brooks, 
o had been detailed to that position, resumed his 
ties as Assistant Director of Records Accessioning 

Preservation. The transfer of Robert H. Bahmer, 
of the Division of Navy Department Archives, to . . .. 

Records Management Branch of The Adjutant General,' s,_;_ 
ce left a vacancy that was filled on August 17, .... \7 
, by detailing W. Neil Franklin to .be Chief .. .Qf/.t~~~:i:!c !1sion, a position to which he was. appoint-ed or1 <•·?:i:·li 

:2,6, _1944. On.• ~epternber 9, the .assignment .ot"c 
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Thad Page, Administrative Secretary,· as Acting Chief 

of the Division of Justice Department Archives was 

terminated and Gerald J.. Davis was appointed Chief. 

Vernon D.. Tate, who had been Chief of the Division 

of Photographic Archives and Research since October 

18, 1938, accepted a commission in the Navy, and 

Josephine Cobb was made Acting Chief of that Division 

on March 28, 1944. 


In the reorganization of November 8, 1943, Dan 
Lacy, formerly Assistant to the Archivist, was 
appointed to fill the new position of Director of Oper­
ations. Philip c. Brooks, who had been Assistant Di­
rector ofRecords Accessioning and Preservation, was 
appointed Assistant Director of Operations. Thad Page, 
Administrative Secretary, who had served as Acting 
Chief of the Division of Legislative Archives since 
October 15, 1942, was made Chief of that Division in 
addition to his duties as Administrative Secretary. 
Elizabeth E. Hamer, who had been serving as Acting 
Chi~f of the Division of_Information and Publications, 
was made As~istant Administrative Secretary,·and 
Adelaide E. Minogue, who had been serving as Acting 
Chief of the Division of Repair and Preservation, was 
placed in charge of the Cleariing and Rehabilitation 
Section. The assignment of Allen F. Jones, Assistant 
Budget Officer, to serve as Acting Chief of the Divi­
sion of Finance and Accounts was terminated and Lottie 
M. Nichols, a member of the staff since 1935, was ap­

. pointed Chief. On March 18, 1944, Karl L. Trever, the 
Librarian, was transferred to the Office of the Di­
rector of Research and Records Description and Matilda 
F.. Hanson, Head Cataloger since 1936, became Librarian. 
Dallas D. Irvine and Edward G. Campbell, both of 'Whom 
had been serving as Assistants to the Archivist, were 
designated Management Officer and Assistant Management 
Officer, respectively, when those positions were 
created on April 17, 1944. 

Coincident with ~he reorganization effective 
July 1, 1944-, the following personnel changes were 
made: Oliver W. Holmes, formerlt Director of Research 
and Records Description, was appointed Program Adviser; 
John L. Wells, formerly Administrative Assistant to 
the Archivist, was appointed Budget Officer; Marcus 

I 
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w.. Price, formerly Director of Records Accessioning 
and .Preseu.•vation, was appointed Deputy Director of 
Operations; Stuart Portner, formerl;r Chief of the Di­
vision of War Department Archives, was appointed As­
sistant Director of Operations in the place of Philip 
c.. Brooke, who then became Records Apprai.Ml Officer; 
Philip M. Hamer, formerly Director of Reference Serv­
ice, was appointed Recorda Control Officer; James w.. 
Cummings, Jr .. , formerly an assistant to the Director 
of Records Accessioning and Preservation, was appointed 
Technical Assistant to the Director of Operations; 
W.. Neil Franklin, formerly Chief of the Division of 
Navy Department Archives, was appointed Chief of the 
General Reference Division; and Edw.a.rd G.. Campbell, 
formerly Assistant Management Officer, m~.s appointed 
Director of the War Records Office .. 

During the. year the formal training program of 
the National Archives m~.s limited to a series of ••"'........ _ 
ings~and tours of the building for new employees, at 
which the activities or the National Archives were 
explained, and training sessions for employee!l!l con­
cerMd with the new procedures establish~d as a re­
wlt of the piiU!BHg® ot the disposal act in July 1943" 
The IJ.ti-.1 !rchi:ves continued to cooperate with the 
.t.Mricam Univertd.ty, however, in a program for the 
~aining of uchivists. Thisprogram included ~m·l'l"'Ri11!tl!!!' 

on "The History and Administration of Archives," con­
ducted by ·~:rnst Poimer ot the university start and 
members ot the start ot the National Archives; oo ......... -'···· 
Arrangement, ·cassitication, and Indexing ot GoVern­
ment Records" and "The Organization and Procedure tor 
the Handling of Government Records,~ conducted by 
Dr.. Posner and Helen t .. Chatfield, 'freasucy Department. 
Archiviet; and on ~he Develo:pm~.mt of Federal Adminis­
trative Institutions," conducted by Louis Ca HUnter 
of the university sta..tt., . · 

The Libra:ry.. -The National Archives maintains a 
small working anci reference Library.. oVer half its 
holdings are Federal documents, for ldrl.ch it is a 
ueoo~ntory by law, and the remainder consists ot teen-: 
...u..~..a...A. and reference materials on archives administra.... · 

, American history, particularly the 
t agencies, .American biography, and 
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science$ During the fiscal year 1,861 books and 2,064 
pamphlets were acquired jl most of them transfer from 
other Government agencies, by exchange, or by gift.. 
Among the materials added to the Library' a holdings 
were papers of the Comdttee on Public 

the Social Science Research Council that relate to 
administrative development the Federal 

Relief Program* A number of items no longer needed 
were turned over to the SUperintendent Documents 
or otherwd.se disposed of; more than 800 it,ems previ­
ously declared surplus were selected by a representa­
tive of the Hispanic Foundation of' the Library of 
Congress for the Peruvian National Library, whose 
holdings were recently destroyed by fire* At the end 
of' the year the holdings of ~he Library consisted of 
51,693 books and 33,825 pamphlets, exclusive of sev­
eral thousands of Congressional bills, lRws, resolu­
tions, calendars, and similar items® 

Although the cataloging of non-Government ma­
terial was kept current during the year, the small 
staff of the Library could not cope mth the accumu­
lating backlog of Gowrnment documents that need to 
be cataloged and otherwise brought under control. 
There is also a ver,r considerable body of printed ma­
terial among accessioned records to which catalog 
reference should be made in the Library so that this 
material can be more effectively used to supplement 
the resources of the Library, but it was not possible 
to undertake this projecte 

Public relations .. -As a service agency in a demo-
cratic Government, it is necessary the National 
Archives to make known its resources it is to 
achieve its maximum usefulness to the Government and 
the people of the United States$ Knowledge the 
nature and possible uses of records in 

Archivist and of the services the 
form is made available by 
help the National Archives 

casional 

its limited 
Archives concentrated its 
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with problems =in "recordS'-manage~ent 'rather than With 

and Preservation of Records, furnished information 

formation of immediate use in the war effort~ 
most part this took the .f"elrm of information about rec­
ords* The Handbook, the prell:minary inventories, the 
Reference Info~Circulars~ and the quarter~ 
lisi;,s of accessions have already 
haw the Records Administration Circulars, which dealt 

the records themselves.. Bulletin No. 

immediate practical interest and Bulletin No® 
ings .and_Eg~,Rment for Arc~ives, is an indispensable 
g\iide for those who 
struction programs. 
b,y manufacturers, industrialists, lawyers, and others 
entitled lfiThe National Archives Aids Businei.H:!mEm1~ 
reprinted from Domestic Commerce. 
of the agency and its activities, ~~ational Ar­
chives-What It Is and What It Does, 
lished and rtThe National Archives Faces the Futurew · 

reprinted from the American Historical Review. 

No general press releases were issued during the 
fiscal year, but 10 notices, mainly about exhibits, 
were sent to Washingwn newspapers., 
agency, of course, were 
press, and numerous articles about the National Ar~ 
chives appeared during the year. 
of outstanding accessions and notices of publications 
were sent as usual to professional journals. 

Exhibits, which have been described in the 
tion on reference service, and the catalogs of them 
are another way of reaching the public,. 
means not only of making available 
ments general demand but 
a realization and a lr..nowledge 
age of the United States 
tion~s 
chives and 

an important 

on can be given the public, 
entertainment, when the restrictions imposed b,y 
can once again be lifteda 
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Buildin s and equipment. -As Winston Churchill hS.s 
remarke : s ape our tlkldings and afterwards eur 
buildings shape us."' Certainly the size and natura of 
the National Archives Building are more and more shap­
ing the agency's policy and actions. When the build­
ing was planned, it was thought that it would be larse 
enough to hold the Government's records of enduring 
value for generations to come. The accelerating ef­
fect of depression and war on the creation of records 
was not then anticipated, and there is also reason to 
think that there was some confusion abou,t the quantity 
of records the building would hold. The Advisory Com­
mittee on the National Archives fuilding estimated in 
1930, on the basis of surveys· "that the total bulk of 
all of the recorda of the Government wort~ of perma­
nent preservation up to January 1, 1917, exceeds 
slightly 1,000,000 cubic feet" and fithat the files of 
the Government lfhich accumulated between January 1, 
1917, and January 1, 1930, form approximately twice 
the bulk of all files for the earlier period." The 
committee also estimated that l,ooo,ooo cubic "feet of 
records would require ~3,500,000 cubic feet of stack 
space, .. and it assumed that the building would provide 
about 10,000,000 cubic feet of such space. .Actually 
the building provides less than 5,300,000 cubic feet 
of apace for the housing of records and that space 
will house less than 1,000,000 cubic feet of recorda. 

At the end of the fiscal year 1944 there was very 
little free space left in the building.. Records in 
the custody of the .Archivist and those stored as a 
courtesy to other agencies amounted to about 635,000 
cubic feet.. This did not mean, however, that over 
300,000 cubic feet of storag~ capacity ns still avail ­
able, because the estimate of 975,000 cubic feet of 
storage capacity presupposes the beat possible use of 
apace, a goal impossible to attain while materials 
and labor are scarce.. Areas that were not equipped 
before the nr because they were not needed could not 
be equipped during the year because the necessary 
steel was not obtainable.. Consequently these areas 
cannot be used to the beat advantage. because records 
can be stored in them only in the space~sting con­
tainers in lfhich they are transferred from other agen­
cies.. Much of the remaining space that figures in 
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the estimated total capacity can be made available 
only if records are double-shelved, if they are re­
packed, and if extra shelves are placed on top of 
present equipment. All this requires a great deal of 
labor, however, and in a year when the agency did not 
even have sufficient personnel to pack and shelve cur­
rent accessions it was useless to expect that much 
headway could be made in thus tackling the apace prob­
le.m., 

Even with labor to achieve space-saving, it will 
not be more than 2 or 3 years before the storage space 
in the National Archives Building is exhausted.. Con-' 
sequently, thought was given during the.year to what 
kind of a new recorda building will best serve the 
needs of the Government. Many of the records of the 
present war, for instance,. that may not be of perma­
nent value will have to be kept for many years for 
legal, administrative, or other uses.. Plans for a 

.	new public records building must take into considera­
tion the fact that such records as well as those of 
enduring value will have to be properly stored and 
serviced.. 

There is even more immediate need for a central 
depository !ffiere motion-picture film, particularly the 
unstable and highly infla.mmable nitrate film, can be 
stored. As long ago as 1935 steps were taken to pr~ 

.. vide such a depository but the war temporarily side­
tracked the project. In the meantime the amount of 
film in the custody of Government agencies, Which con­

sted of approximately 60,000,000 running feet in 
, had leaped to approximately 280,000,000 running 
in 1943. At the same time the Library of Con­

......-..."',.. was building up a great collection of commercial 
through the exercise of ita copyright function .. 

sting facilities for the storage of films or last ­
value, much less of those that need to be kept 

t.en:lpoJrar ly, were totally inadequate. In 1943 the 
requested the Librarian of Congress and the 
to consider the problem of the storage of 

huge quantities of film. Plans were accordinglY 
up in consultation with the Public Buildings 

tion for the construction or a Federal film 
, which would serve other Federal agencies 
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asthe Library of Congress and the National 

Recei:Ets .~q-~ndi~~ .. -The Na.tional Archives 
Act, section 9, requires the Archivist to include in 
his report to Congress a 11 detailed statement ~ .. * of 
all receipts and expenditures" on account of the Na­
tional Archives.. In accordance therewith the follow­
ing statement is submitted~ 

Funds available for the fiscal 1ear endi.,.!!g 
- ~une 30. 1944 

The IndePendent Offices Appropriation Act, 1944, 
approved June 26, 1943 (57 Stat. 183), provided for 
the National Archives $885,000 for salaries and ex­
peiUU1lS md $7,000 for printing. and binding for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1944, and the First .De­
ficiency Appropriation Act, 1944, approved April 1, 
1944 (58 Stat. 165), provided $49,400 for the payment 
of overtime compensation authorized by the Act of May 
7, 1943 (57 stat. ?5)., Funds amounting to $J9,o60 
were made available for salaries and expenses by trans-·· 
fer from other Government agencies as reimbursement 
for costa of special services for them~ 
There was thus available for obligation and expendi­
ture b.y the National Archives $9?3~460 for salaries 

expenses and $7,000 for and binding~ 

Salaries and expenses~ 
Personal services .,., .......... .. 
Travel expense ............... $ 

Transportation of things ... ~ 
Communication se~rlces •••• $ 

Rents and utility services ., 
Other contractual services • 
Supplies and :materials ..... ., 
Equipment 

Miscellaneous •• $ 305 
Document con­

taim~rs *"... 2~a.g98 ·-- :t2*00J. 
Total obligations and 

expenditures ••••••••* $971,7.39 
Unobligated balance ••••• 1,721; 

$973 ..460 
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Printing and binding: 

Total obligations and 


expenditures ••••@••••., $ 6,666 

Unobligated balance •••••• 
 ~ 

7~000 
$9so;466 

The total obligations, including $39,060 o:f reim­
bursable services performed for other agencies, 
amounted to $978,405, leaving unobligated balances to­
taling $2,055. 

Several Government agencies requested the National 
Archives to perform certain services for them for 
which they transferred to the National Archives work­
ing funds, to which the costs of rendering such serv­
ices could be charged•. The amounts so transferred, 
the total obligations against each working fu.nd, and 
the unobligated balances were as follows~ 

Amount Total Unobli­
Trans- Obliga- gated 

~ 

Department $2~5275 
Department of '35 
Department 2345 
Price ..,,..,'-'4/k.... 
War __1Q

Total 2,842 

was allooated to 
~Emergency 

Struotion, i.n vV'V!.J':;;• 

gress, of a 

$5,285 was obligated, 

eral appropriation" 500 was reallocated 

obligation in the fiscal year 1945 .. 


5These balances were reallocated for obligation 

the fiscal year 1945. 
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Miscellaneous re_ceipts covered into the Treasu!;l. 

Photographic duplications and 
authentications ···~··••••••••••••••••••• $2,889 

Lamination of documents •••••••••••••••••••• 3 
Sale of Government property •••••••••••••••• 48 
Projection of motion pictures •••••••••••••• 7 

$2,947 

The Independent Offices Appropriation Act, 1945, 
approved June 27, 1944 (58 stat. 374), provided for 
the National Archives $1,042,340 for salaries and ex­
penses and $7,000 for printing and binding for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1945. 

The National Archives Trust Fund Board, which was 
established by an act approved July 9, 1941, accepted 
a gift amounting to $2,000 during the year and de­
posited it with the Treasur,y in the National Archives 
Trust Fund as required by law. A gift of $500 re­
ceived in 1941 was returned to the donor because it 
was not possible to use it for the purpose intended, 
and other .disbursements from the Trust Fund amounted 
to $2jj290, leaving $28,822 in this fund on June 30. 
The annual report of the Board comprises appendix V 
of this report.. · 

APPENDIX I 

RECENT LEGISLATION CONCERNING THE NATIONAL ARCHIVESl 

ACT CONCERNING THE DISPOSAL OF RECORDS, APPROVED JULY 7, 1g43 

[44 u. s. c. 366-380] 

An Act to provide for the disposal of certain records of the United 

states Government. · 


Be it enacted b7 the Senate· and House of ReEresentatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That when used in this 
Act, the word "records" includes all books, papers, maps, photographs, 
or other documentary materials, regardless of physical form or charac~ 
teristics, made or received by ~ny agency of the United States Govern­
ment in pursuance of Federal law or in connection with the transaction 
of public business and pre.served or appropriate for preservation by ... 
that agency or its legitimate successor as evidence of the organizat~on,. 
functions, policies, decisions, procedures, operations, or other activi-: 
ties of the Government or because of the informational value of data 
contained therein. Library and museum material made or acquired and , 
preserved solely for reference or exhibition purposes, extra copies of 
documents preserved only for convenience of reference, and stocks·of 
publications and of processed documents are not included within the defi\ 
nition of the word "records" as used in this Act. . · 

. Sec. 2. The National Archives Council shall promulgate regula- ... 
tiona, not inconsistent with this Act, establishing (l) procedures for ' 
the compiling and submitting to the Archivist of the United states of 
lists and schedules of records proposed for disposal, {2) procedures 
for the disposal of records authorized for disposal, and (3) standards 
for the reproduction of records by photographic or microphotographic 
processes with a view to the disposal of the original records. Such 
regulations, when approved by the President, shall be binding on all 
agencies of the United States Government. 

Sec. J, The head of each agency of the United States Government 

shall submit to the Archivist of the United states, in accordance with 

regulations promulgated as provided in section'2 of this Act {l) lists 

of any records in the custody of the agency that have been photographed 

or microphotographed in accordance with the said regulations and that, 

as a consequence thereof, do not appear to have sufficient value to 

warrant their further preservation by the Government; (2) lists of any 


lother legislation still in force concerning the National Archives, 
including the.National Archives Act, as amended (44 U. S. c. 300-JOOk), 

.the Federal Register Act (44 U.s. c. 301-314), and the, resolution es­
tablishing the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library {53 Stat. 1062-1066), is 
printed in the Fifth Annual Report of the Archivist of the UOited states, 
55-66, the act providing for the printing and distribution of Govern­
ment publications to the National Archives (44 u. s. c. 215a) is printed 
in the First Annual Report, 46, and the act establishin~ the National 
Archives Trust Fund Bo?Xd (44 U. s. c. 300aa-300jj) and the act suspen47
ing for the duration oj the war certain requirements of the Federal Regi~ 
ter Act (44 u. S. c. <311a) are printed in the Eighth Annual Report, 51.• 
55. . . ' : 
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rithe~ recqrds in -the custody of the agency that are not needed by it in 
t,he transaction of its current business and that do not appear to have 
sufficient adrrdnistrative, legal, research, or other value to warrant 
their further preservation by the Government; and (3) schedules propos­
ing the disposal after the lapse of' specified periods of time of records 
of a specified f'orm or character that either have accumulated in the 
custody of the agenc:y or that may accumulate therein at any time after 
the submission of such schedules and that apparently '~>Till not after the 
lapse of the period specified have sufficient administrative, legal, re­
search, or other value to warrant their further preservation by the 
Government. 

Sec. !,. The Archivist shall submit to Congress, at such nmes as 
he shall deem expedient, the lists or schedules submi tt.ed to him in ac­
cordance 1rlth the pro.visions of section 3 of this Act-, or parts of such 
Usts or schedules, and lists or schedules of e:ny records :i.n his legal 
custody, insofar as it shall appear to him that the records Usted in 
such lists or schedules do not, or will not after the lapse of the period 
specified, l1av'e sufficient administrative, legal, research, or other 
value to warrant their continued preservation by t,he United States Gov­
~rnment: Provided, That the Archivist shall not submit to Congress lists 
or schedules of records of any existing agency of the Government in his 
legal custody Without first having obtained the written consent of the 
head of such agency. 

Sec. 5. Wnenever the Archivist shall submit lists or schedules to 
Congres.s, it shall be the duty of the presiding officer of the Senate to 
appoint two SeP.a.tors who, with the members of the Committee on the Dispo·-· 
sition of Executive Papers of the House of Representatives, shall con­
stitute a joint committee to which all such lists or schedules shall be 
:referred, and the joint committee shall examine such lists or schedules 
and submit to the Senate and House of Representatives, respectively, a 
report of such examination and its recommendations. 

Sec. 6. If the.joint committee reports that any of the records 
listed in a l:tst or schedule referred to it do not, or will not after 
the lapse of the period specified, .have sufficient administrative, legal, 
research, or other value to warrant their continued preservation by the 
Government, the Archivist shall notify the head of the agency by which 
the list or schedule was submitted of the action of the joint committee 
e:nd the head of such agency shall cause such records to .be disposed of 
in accordance with regulations promulgated as provided in section 2. of 
this Act, . 

Sec •. ?. If the joint committee fails to make a report during any 
regular or spe~ial session of Congress on any list or schedule submitted 
to Congress qy the Archivist not less than ten days prior to the adjourn~ 
ment of such session, the Archivist may empower the head of the agency 
who submitted the list or schedule to cause the records listed therein 
to be disposed of in accordance with regulations promulgated as provided 
in section 2 of this Act. 

Sec. 8. Whenever it shall appear to the Archivist that any agency 
has in its custody, or is accumulating, records of the same form or 
character as any records of the same agency previously authorized by 
Congress to be disposed of, he may empower the head of such agency to 
dispose of such records, after they have been in existence a specified 
period of time, in accordance with regulations promulgated as provided 
in section 2 of this Act and without listing or scheduling them. 

Sec. 9. Records pertaining to claims and demands by the Government 
of the United States or against it, or to any accounts in which the Gov­
ernment of ~~e United States is concerned, either as debtor or_creditor, 
shall not be disposed of by the head of any agency under any authoriza­
tions granted pursuant to the provisions of sections 6, 7, and 8 of this 
Act, until such claims, demands, and accounts have been settled and ad­
justed in the General Accounting Office, except upon the written approval 
n.P +.he. r!nmn+..,...n1 1.o'r' f1..ont:),....!l 1 nf' +.he~~ Tfni t.JO.rl ~t~SIIt.AA­
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Sec. 10. Whenever the A%'cg:f.~~~~4 the head of 

state of war h.:.·~.....~­

the a 

has custody of them shall jointly de~e~ne that any re 
tody ~f any agency of the United $tl3:t~~Q9vernment are a 
menace to human health or life or to J>~o~rty, the Archivist shal.l, 
such menace to be eliminated iminediate~: by: whatever method he may 
necessary. If any records in the custoQ;y ot the Archivist are cusp<)Seid}'.. 
of under this section,.- the Archivist shaJ,l. report the disposal thereof 
to the agency from which they were trar~:sf'e~~do' 

Sec. 11. · At any time during the e:ds~ru:e of a 
the United States e:nd any other nation or Yltlenhostile action by a for­
eign power appears imminent, the head of any agency of the United states 
Government may authorize the d,estruction.of.any.iecords.in his legal 
custody situated in any military or naval.establishJD.ent, ship, or other 
depository outside the territorial limits. of conthl.ental United States 
(1) the retention of which would be prejudicial to. the interests of the 
United States or (2) which occupy space urgently needed for. military 
purposes and are, in his opinion, without suffi~ient administrative, 
legal, research, or other value to warrant t,heir continued preservations 
Provided, That within six months after the disposal of any auch records, 
the official who directed the disposal thereof shall submit a written 
report thereon to the Archivist in which he shall describe the-character 
of such records and state when and where the disposal thereof was ac~ 
complished. 

Sec. 12. The Archivist shall tr~smit to Congress at the beginning 
of each regular session reports as to the records authorized for disposal 
under the provisions of section 7 of this Act and as to the records dis­
posed of under the provisions of sections 9- and 10 of this Act. 

Sec. 13. Photographs ox:_ microphotographs of any records ~de in 
compliance with regulations promulgated as provided in section 2 of this 
Act shall have the same force and effect as the originals thereof would 
have and shall be treated as originals for the purpose of their admissi­
bility in evidence. DUly certified or authenticated reproductions of 
such photographs or microphotographs shall be admitted in evidence 
equally with the original photographs or microphotographs. 

Sec. 14. All moneys derived by agencies of the Government from 
the sale of records authorized for disposal under the provisions of thi.s 
Act shall be paid into the Treasury of the United States unless other­
wise required by existing law applicable to the agency. 

Sec. 15. The procedures herein prescribed are exclusive and no 
records of the United States Government shall be alienated or destroyed 
except in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

Sec. 16. The Act entitled "An Act to provide' for the disposition 
of certain records of the United States Government", approved August 5, 
1939 (53 Stat. 1219), the Act. entitled "An Act to provide for the dis­
position of certain photographed records of the United States Govern­
ment, and for oth!lr purposes", approved September 24, 1940 (54 Stat.. 
958), and all other Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with the pro­
vi.siona of this Act are hereby repealed, 

Approved July 7, 1943. 

EXTRACT FROM THE FIRST DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION ACT, 1944 

APPROVED APRIL 1, 1944 

[58 Stat. 165] 

For additional amounts for appropriations for the fiscal year 1944, 
for the payment of overtime and additional compen~ation authorized by 
the Act of April 1, 1943 (Public Law 22, Seventy-eighth Congress), and' 
May 7, 1943 (Public Law 49, Seventy-eighth Congress),- as follows: 

* * * * * * * 
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PRO¥ TRB INDBPENDENT OFFICES APPROPRIATION ACT, 1'945 

APPROVED JUNI 27, 1944 

(58 Stat. 374] 

National Archives 

Salaries and expensess For salaries and expenses of the Archivist 
and the National Archives; including personal services in the District 
of Columbia; scientific, technical, first-aid, protective, and other 
apparatus and materials for the arrangement, titling, scoring, repair, 
processing, editing, duplication, reproduction, ann authentication of 
photographic and other records (including motion-picture and other. films 
and sound recordings) in the custody of the Archivist; purchase and ex­
change of books, including lawbooks, books of reference, maps, and charts; 
contract stenographic reporting services; purchase of newspapers and 
periodicals; not to exceed $100 for payment in advance when authorized 
by the Archivist for library membership in societies whose publications 

available to members only or to members at a price low~r than to the 
general public; travel expenses; exchange of scientific and technical 
apparatus; and maintenance, operation, and repair of one passenger­
carrying motor vehicle, $1,042,340. 

Printing and binding& For all printing and binding, $7,000. 

APPENDIX II 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES COUNCIL 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1944 

The National Archives·council, created by an act approved June 19, 
1934 (44 u. s. c. 300-300k), is "c9mposed of the Secretaries of each o£ 
the executive departments of the Government (or an alternate from each 
ciepartment. to ,be named by the Secretary thereof), the Chairma11 of the .... , 
senate Committee on the Library, the Chairman of the House COII'Illittee ori ,; 
the Libr-ary, the Librarian of Congress, the.Secretary of the Smithsonian<. 
Institution, and the Archivist of the United States." During the year .'i 
two changes occurred in the membership of the Council: one when Colonel.;, 

_Thomas M. Spaulding, alternate for the Secretary of War, retired and !": 
Major Wayne c. Grover was designated by the Secretary of War as hi·s al"-." 
ternate, and the other when Newman A. Townsend, alternate for the At- : s• 
torney General of the United States, resigned from the Department of \~ 
Justice. By the end of the year the Attorney General had not designatEtl:{:;&: 
another alternate. At the close of the year the Council consisted .of ,,., 
E. Wilder Spaulding, Chief of the Division of Research and .Publication, ii~ 
Department of State, alternate for the Secretary of State; Helen L.. · .{~ 
Chatfield, Treasury Archivist, alternate for the Secretary of the Treast;';'l 
ury; Major Wayne c. Grover, Chief of the Records Management Branch, A~-'';!(~ 
jutant General's Office, designated August 1, 1943, alternate for the ·.e::¥ 
Secretary of War; Fran.cis Biddle, Attorney General of the United States;'·] 

.Roscoe E. Mague, General Superintendent, Office of. the Chief .Inspec~o]\·~C':r~ 
Post Office Department, alternate for the Postmaster General; Lieu~~t~i 
Commander Enunett J, Leahy, Director of Records Administration, Depart-,(;;l} 
ment of the Navy, alternate for the Secretary of the Navy; s. K. Padoveii:,-;\ 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Interior, alternate for the Secre~/:~ 
of the Interior; Linwood E. Donaldson, Chief of the Division of CollllllU.fiit.<.1
cations, Office of Plant and Operations, Department of Agriculture, ~l'j .. "\1 
ternate for the Secretary of Agriculture; Malcolm Kerlin, Administrati.vei< 
Assistant to the Secretary of Commerce, alternate for the Secretary of 
Commerce; James E. Dodson, Chief Clerk, Department of Labor, alternate 
for the Secretary of Labor; Alben w. Barkley, Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Library; Donald L. O'Toole, Chairman of the House Com­
mittee on the Library; Archibald MacLeish, Librarian of Congress; c. G. 
Abbot, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution; and Solon J. Buck, 
Archivist of the United States. 

At a meeting ·of the Council on July 14, 1943, the Council, in ac~ 
cordance with provisions of the act concen1ing the disposal of-records 

·.approved July 7, 1943, unanimously adopted regulations establishin~ 
· procedures for compiling and submitting to the Archivist lisi;_s and 

schequles of records proposed for disposal, procedures for the disposal 
of records authorized .for disposal, and standards for the reproduction 
of records by photographic or microphotographic processe.s with a view 
to the disposal of original records. The regulations were approved by · 
the President on July 20, 1943, and were promulgated by the council. on 
July 28, 1943 , .. by being sent .to the head of every agency of the United 
.states Government.l 

1See appendix III for the text of the regulations. 



APPENDIX III 

REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE DISPOSAL OF RECORDS ADOPTED 

BY THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES COUNCIL ON JULY 14, 1943 

Whereas Sec. 2 oi "An Act to provide for the disposal of certain 
records of the United States Government" approved July?, 1943 (Public, 
No. 115, 78th Gong., let Seas.), requires that the National Archives 
Comcil prolliUlgate regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions 
of the said Act, "establishing procedures for the compiling and sub­
mitting of lists and schedules of records proposed for disposal,. pro­
cedures for the disposal of records authorized for disposal, and stand­
ards for the reproduction of records by photographic or microphotogra­
phic processes with a view to the disposal of the original records," 
which regulations, when approved by the President, shall be binding on 
all agencies of the United States Government; Therefore be it resolved, 
that the following regulations be promulgatedx r: All lists or schedules of records submitted to the Archivist 
of the United States in compliance with the provisions of Sec. 3 of the 
above-mentioned Act, shall be submitted on ·forms supplied or approved 
by the Archivist in the number of copies required by him and shall con­
tain such information as may be called for tJy the said forms and by 
instructions issued by the Archivist. The said lists or schedules shall 
be accompanied by samples of the several items proposed therein for dis­
posal unless the Archivist shall have waived this requirement. 

II. Whenever the head of any agency shall have been-authorized to 
dispose of any records in his custody in accordance with the provisions 
of Sees. 6, ?, or 8 of the above-mentioned Act and whenever any records 
in his custody of types that have been proposed for disposal in sched­
ules approved in accordance with the provisions of Sec. 6 of the said 
Act have been in existence for the periods specified in such schedules, 
he shall, subject to the provisions of Sse. 9 of the said Act, (a) cause 
the said records to be sold as waste paper: Provided that, unless the 

•.said records shall have been treated in such a manner as to destroy their 
record content, any contract for sale of them shall prohibit their resale 
as records or documents; (b) cause them to be destroyed, if they cannot 
advantageously be sold or if, in the opinion of the head of the said 
agency, destruction is necessary to avoid the disclosure of information 
that might be prejudicial to the interests of the Government or of indi­
viduals; or (c) cause them to be transferred, 'ldthout cost to the United 
States Government, to any State, dependency, or former dependency of the 
United States or to B:n:y- appropriate educational institution, libra~, 
mseum, or historical, research, or patriotic organization that has made 
application for them through the Archivist of the United States. 

III. The standards for the reproduction of records by photographic 
or microphotographic processes with a view to the disposal of the original
records shall be as i'ollows: 

(a) The records shall be photographed in such order that the in­

tegrity of' the files will be preserved. 


(b) All photographic i'ilm or paper used and the processing thereof 
shall comply with the minimum standards approved by the National Bureau 
of Standards for permanent photographic reproduction of records or for 
temporary photographic reproduction of records authorized .!.'or disposal
after the lapse of a specified time. 

'!UXlULATIONS CONCERNING THF. DISPOSAL OF RECORDS ?l 

(c) The reproductions shall be placed in conveniently accessible · 
files and adequate provisions shall be made for preserving examining
and using them. ' ' 

IV. Lists of records reported to the Archivist of the United state 
prior to the approval of the above-mentioned Act, under the terms of the 
Acts of Congress repealed by specific mention in that Act, shall not be 
required to be resubmitted to the Archivist of the United states before 
being considered subject to action by him under the terms of that Act 
but shall be considered ·to have the same status a·s lists of records ~b­
mi tted to him under the terms of that Act after the promulgation of th
regulations. ei!u 

I her~by certify that the above 'regulations were unanimously adopted 
by the Natwnal Archives Council on July 14, 1943. · 

Approved: 

~-:f.<-:.&.~ 
President of the United States 

"'"!Ja:r.;te:-p~2""-4~·t:...,_4J..~.a~~'l:t::..~3 

By direction of the National .A.rchives Council the promulgation of 
t~e above re~tions is acco~plished on July 28, 1943, by the trans­
~ttal of cop~es thereof to the heads of all agencies of the United 
States Governmen~ • 
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APPENDIX IV 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE TRANSFER OF RECORDS TO THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES COUNCIL ON NOVEMBER 9, 1944 

Whereas section 3 of the "Act to establish a National Archives of 
the United states Government and for other purposes'- (48 Stat. 1122) pro­
vides that "All archives or records belonging to the Government of the 
United states (legislative executive, judicial, and other) shall be 
under the charge and superintendence of the Archivist to this extent: 
He shall have full power to inspect personally or by deputy the records 
of any agency of the United states Government whatsoever and wheresoever 
located and shall have the full cooperation of any and all.persons in 
charge ~f such records in such inspections, and to requisit:~.on for trans­
fer to the National Archives Establishment such archives, or records as 
the National Archives Council, hereafter provided shall approve for such 
transfer"; · 1 A h'And whereas section 6 of said act creates the Nat:~.ona rc :~.ves 
council and authorizes it to "define the classes of materia~ which shall 
be transferred to the National Archives Building and establish regula­
tions governing such transfer"; therefore be it . 

Resolved, That the Archivist of the United States be and he :~.s here­
by authorized to requisition for transfer to the National Archives any 
archives or records in the custody of any agency of the United States 
Government (legislative, executive, judicial, and other), which fall· 
within any of the following classes, viz: 

I. Any archives or records that the head of the agency th~t has 

the custody of them may offer for transfer to the National Archives. 


II. Any archives or records that have been in existence for more 

than fifty years unless the head of the agency that has the custody of 

them certifies in writing to the Ar~hivist that they must be retained 

in his custody fo~ use in the conduct of the regular current business 

of the said agency· ­

III. Airy archives or records of any Federal agency that has gone 

out of existence unless the head of the agency that has the custody of 

them certifies in writing to the Archivist that they m~st be retained 

in his custody for use in performing transferred funct:~.ons of the dis­
continued agency or in liquidating its affairs. . . 

IV. Any'other archives or records that the National Arch:~.v~s Counc:~.l 
by special resolution may authorize to be transferred to the Nat:~.onal 
Archives. . . . 

Resolved further, (1) That when the Archivist shall :~.ssu~ his r?qua­
sition for any archives or records he shall furnish to a duly authorized 
representative ·of the agency that has the custody of them an inventory . 
of the material covered by such requisition; (2) That when, and not until, 
this inventory shall have been certified to by the signatures of the 
representatives of said agency and of the Archivist, respectively, and 
the said archives or records shall have been delivered by the representa­
tive of the said agency to the representative of the Archivist either at 
the depository in which they are stored or at a depository under the con­
trol of the Archivist, the said archives or r~cords shall_pass into the 
legal custody of the Archivist of the United States; Pronded, .That rec­
ords of the Federal Government that are not in the legal custody of any ­
other agency of the Government shall be deemed to be in the legal custodY 
of the Archivist and may be transferred by him to a depository under his 

.... , • ...,.. ~ • -- ---~·.: ... ..;+.; ..... .,... ...... - A-"l.t..,.,...... .,...,: ..... ...,; 
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APPENDIX V 

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES TRUST-FUND BOARD 

FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1944 

The National Archives Trust Fund ~rd was created by an act of 

July 9, 1941 (44 U. s. c. 300aa-300jj), which authorizes the Board "to 

accept, receive, hold, and administer such gifts or bequests of mone,r, 

securities, or other personal property, for the benefit of or.in connec~ 


tion with the National Archives, ita collections, or its services,. as 

may be approved by the Board." ' 


The same act requires it to nsubmit to the Congress an annual re­

port of the moneys, securities, and other personal property received 

and held by it and of its operations." _The Board is composed of the 

Archivist of the United States, as Chairman, the Chairman of the House 

Committee on the Library, and the Chairman of the Senate Committee on 

the Library. Throughout the year the members of the Board were Solon J. 

Buck, Representative Donald L. O'Toole, and Senator Alben W. Barkley. 


At tpe beginning of the fiscal year the National Archives Trust 
Fund contained the sum of $29,612. 0! this amount, $28,566 was the bal­
ance remaining of a gift of $30,000 received from Mr. and Mrs. Hall · 
Clovis of Greenwich, Conn., for the ·purpose of transferring the Smith­
sonian-Densmore Collection of Indian sound recordings to a permanent 
base; $500 was a discretionary grant from a donor who prefers to remain· 
anonymous, for the purpose of cataloging a collection of Bra~·civil 
War photographs in private hands and of taking an option to purchase 
the collection; and $546 was the balance remaining of a gift of $1~000 
received from the Social Science Research Council for the purpoae·or 
compiling information about Federal records pertaining to federalism and 
particularly to Federal-State and Federal-local administrative relations• 

Because protracted negotiations had not succeeded in establishing 
the legal title to the Brady photographs so that work for which the grant 
had been made could start, the Board returned the $500 to the donor on 
September 30, 1943. On March ll, 1944, the Board agreed to accept a 
gift of $2,000 made available by The John and Mary R. Markle FOUiidation 
through the National Research Council for a survey of'medical records 
of the Federal Government designed to determine what· types or groups of 
records are essential to future medical research and accordingly whit 
should be preserved. The survey was ~ joint undertaldng of the Division 
of Medical Sciences of the National Research Council and the National 
Archives and was conducted by personnel of the National Archives under 
the general direction of the Archivist. Before the end of the fiscal. 
year, $1,344 of this gift had been expended, leaving $656 available for 
use. The balance of $546 remaining from the grant by the Social Science 
Research Council was expended during the year. The work of transferring 
the Smithsonian-De:nsmore Collection to a permanent base again had to be 

· deferred because the material for the permanent dies was not available. 
During the year, however, $400 was expended for work preliminary to the 
reproduction of the recordings, leaving the sum of $28,166 of the Clovises 1 

gift unexpended. On June JO, 1944, therefore, the National. Archives · 
Trust Fund contained the sum of $28,822. . 

Solon J. BucK', Chairman. 

http:requisit:~.on
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APPENDIX VI. 

REPORT OF THE ACTING SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS 

COMMISSION FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDlNG JUNE 30, 1944 

Through another year of war the National Historical Publications 
Commission remained dormant. No meetings of the Commission were held, 
nor were any proposals or projects submitted to the Commission for its 
consideration. The membership of the Commission remained unchanged and 
1m.s as follows: 

The Archivist of the United states (Chairman)-Solon J, Buck 
Historical Adviser, Department of State-E. Wilder Spaulding 
Chief, Historical Section, Army War College, War Department-Briga­

dier General Oli:ver L. Spaulding , 
Officer in Charge, Naval Records and Library,, Navy Department-

Captain Dudley w. Knox ' ' · 
Chief, Division of Manuscripts, Library of Congress-st. George L. 

Sioussat · 
Members of the American Historical Association--Dumas Malone and 

Charles A. Beard 
Oliver w. Holmes. 

APPEND! X VI I 


LIST OF RECORD GROUPS IN THE NATIONAl, ARCHI'VES 

AS OF DECEMBER 30, 19441 

'~ 

Records of the War Labor Policies Beard • • • • • • 1 

Records of the National War Labor Beard, 1918-1919 2: 

Records of the United States Housing Corporation • 3 

Records of the United States Food Administration •• ·~ 4
Ill> o' 

Records of the United States Grain Corporation •••••••• 5 

Records of the United States Sugar Equalization Beard, Inc.· • , 6 

Records of the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantipe • •.• 7 

Records of the Bureau of Agricultural Engineering ••• ~ • 8 

Records of the National Recovery Administration • • • • • • • • 9 

Records of the National Commission on Law Observance and 


' Enforcement • • • • • • • • * • • • • • o •.• · .o • : ·10 
General Records of the United States Governmant •••••••• 'll 
Records of the Office of Education • • • ,• • • . • • • • • • ·• • l2 
Records of Railroad Labor Boards • • • • '• ••••••••.•., • l3 
Records of the United.States Railroad Administration •• 14 

Records of the Veterans' Administration • • • • • • • • is 
General Records of the Department of Agriculture •' ••••• 16 

Records of the Bureau of An:l.mal Industry • • • • • ,. • • •. 17 

Records· of the Arrtiy Air Forces • • • • • • • • • • •. •. • • • .18 

Records of the Bureau of Ships • • • • • • ·• • • • • :, ~ • • • ~9. 


Records of the Office of the Special Adviser to the President · 

on Foreign Trade . • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • · • • • • • :20 

Records of District Courts of the United States •••••• 21 

Records of the Fish and Wildlife Service • '• •••• ~. ::22 
Records of the United States Coast and GeOdetic SUrvey • • • • 23 

Records of the Bureau of Naval Persormel • • • • . • ,' • • 24 

Records of the National Labor Relations Board • • ~, •• 25 

Records of the United States Coast Guard • • ~ ··26 
Records of the Weather Bureau • • • • • • • • • • • • :27 
Records of the Post Off'ice Department • ; • • • • •· 2&•· T 
Records of the Bureau of the Census • • • • • • • ,. • 2.9 
Records of the Public Roads Administration • • • • • • • JO 
Records of the Federal Housing Administration • ~ • • '• • 31 

Records of the Umted States Shipping BOard • • • • • • ·• • • • 32 

Records o.f the Extension Service • • • ~ • • . • • • • • .• • • • 33 

Records of the Federal Deposit Insurance·corporation ••••• 34 

Records of the Civilian Cons~rvation Corp& ••••••••• r 35 

Records of the Bureau of Customs • • • • • • • • • • • 36 


!yjRecords of the HYdrographic Office • • • • • • • • • • 
.Records of the Office of the. Chief of Na.val Operations • ~ • • 38 

.Records of the Bureau of Accounts (Treasury) ••••••••• 39 

~neral Records of the Department of Commerce.,. •, •• 40 


l . • ' 
All records in the National Archives are assigned to reoor4graups

each of which consists as a rule of the records of a single autonOmou~ · ' · 
agency. These groups are numbered in the .approximate order in whi.oh 
the first transfer of records in each group was received. . ,
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TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST · 

Title 

Records of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation 41 
Records of the Office of Public Buildings and Public Parks of 

the National Capital • • • • • • • • •. • • • • • • • 42 
Records of United States Participation in International 

Conferences, Commissions, and Expositions •· •••• 43 
Records of the Office of Government Reports • • • • • • 44 
Naval Records Collection of the Office of Na,val Records and 

I.i.bracy . • • • • • • • • • • • . • o • • • ., • 45• • to o 

Records of the United States Senate ••••••• 46 
·Records of the Social Security Board • • •••• 47 
General Records of the Department of the Interior • 48 
Records of the General Land Office • • • • • 49 
Records of the Treasurer of the United States • 50 
Records of the Bureau of the Budget • • • • • 51 
Records of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery • 52 
Records of the Bureau o! the Public Debt 53 
Records of. the Bureau of Plant Industry, Soils, and Agricul­

tural ~neering ••••.••••••••• 54 
Records of the Danish Government of the Virgin Islands 55 
General Records of the Department of the Treasury • 56 
Records of the Geological Survey • • • • • • • • • • • • • 57 
Records of the Bureau of Internal Revenue • • • 58 
General Records of the Department of state 59 
General Records of the Department of Justice • • • • • • • •. • 60 
Records of the War Industries Board • • • • • 
Records of the Council of National Defense 
Records of the Committee on Public Information 
Records of the National Archives ••••••• 
Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Records of the· Commission of Fine Arts 
Records of the United States Fuel Administration 
Records of the United States Coal Commission 
Records of the Work Projects Administration • 
Records of the Bureau of Mines • • • • • 
Records of the Bureau of Yards and Docks 
Records of the Bureau of Aeronautics 

61 ... 62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

• • • • 72 
Records of the President's Organization on Unemployment Relief. 73 
Records of the Bureau of Ordnance • • • • • • • • • • • • • 74 
Records of the Office of Indian Affairs • • • • • • • • • • 75 
Records of Boundary and Claims CommiSsions and Arbitrations 76 
Records of the Office of the Chief of Engineers 7? 
Records of the Naval Observatory • • • • • • • 78 
Records of the National Park Service ••••• 79 
General Records of the Department of the Navy • • • • • • • • • 80 
Records of the United States Tariff Commission 81 

. Records of the Federal Reserve System • • • • • • • 82 
Records of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics • 83 
Records of the Foreign Service Posts of the Department of State 84 
_Records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 85 
Records of the Women 1s Bureau •· • • • • • • 86 
Records of the United States Secret Service • 87 
Rec-ords of the Food and Drug Administration • • • • • • 88 
Records of the Federal Fuel Distributor •• 89 
Records of the Public Health Service 90 
Records of the Inland Ymterways Corporation 91 
Records of the Office of the Quartermaster General 92 
War Department Collection of Revolutionary War Records 93 
Records of The Adjutant General's Office 94 
Records of the Forest Service • • • • • • • • • • • • • 95 

LIST OF RECORD GROUPS 

Records of the Farm Security Administration ·, • • • • , • • • • • 
Records of the Bureau of Agricultural and Industrial Chemistry. 
Records of United Statea An.rry Commands • • • • '• • • 
Records of the Office of the Paymaster General • , • • • • 
Records of the Division of Labo:r. Standards ••••• 
Records of the Bureau of the Comptroller of the Cu:rrency 
Records of the Children's Bureau • • • • • • • • • 
Records of the Farm Credit Administration ' ••••• 
Records of the Bureau of the Mint •• : •• • •••.•••• • • 
Records of the Bureau*of Refugees, J:i'reedmenJ and"Abanrumed 

:La.nda ~~ol\l${!>:t!>1l>®il>~<)).,;'IJ~*e.!il-itJ 

Records of the Smithsonian Institution _ • • • • • 
Records of the Office of the Secretary of War • • • •.• , 
Records of the HeadqU~~.:rters of the Army • • • • •. • , • • • 
War Department-Collection of Confederate Recor:Js ••••• • • 
Records of the Provost Marshal General's Bureau, 1863-1866 
Records of the Office of the Chief Signal Officer • • • • • • • 
Records of the Office of the Surgeon General {lm:r) • • • 
Records of the Allied Purchasing Commission • • • • • 
Records of the Soil Conservation Service • • • ~ • • • • • • '. 
Records of 'the Bureau of Reclamation • • • • • • " • 
Records of the Administrative Office of,the United States 

C~rts· $ 0 0 "' \It $ 'Ill $ ~ (!< <II" -s 9 ~ 41 ~ "' ~ I'> , ~ lSI * 
Records of the American Battle Monuments Commission • • 
Records of United States Attorneys and Marshals ••• ·• •..~ •• 
Records of the National Youth Admini'stration ••••.• 
Records of the American Expeditionary Forces~ 1917,..1921·;, 
Records of the Public Buildings Administration ••••. ,. 
Records of the Federal Tra!le Commiss:l;o'l_l. • • • ,~ •' •••• 
Records of the United States Court of Claim.<:li ,~ ......... . 
Records of the Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation • • .; • 
Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Navy) -~. _,.• 
Records of the Division of Territoriea and Island Possessions ... : 
Records of the United States. Marine Corps. • •• ~ ••• 
Records of Joint Comm:l.ttees o:f.' Congress • '. • • • • ., •• 
Records of the Bureau of Prisons • ~ ~ ~ 
Recorda of the White lbuse Office • • • • • •' • • 
Records of the Alien Property Custodian ; •. • '·. • .' • • • •· • • · 
Records of the Rent Commission of the District of Coll.l.!ilbia '' 
Records of the Federal Coordinator of Transportation ••• ' • 
Records of the Interstate Commerce Comm:l.ssion • • • ·. "· ••• • · • 
Records of the PUblic Works Administration · ••••••• \. .: • 
Records of the Office of Distribution • • • • • ., •.• ·• 
Records of the Procurelll€n't Division • ,.. • • •' • • ,. 
Records of the Federal Power COI!lmisaiotA • • •." • .. • .• • •1• 

Records of the Domi:r.icM Customs Recei -imrship • • • • • • • . • ;, 
Records of the Mill tary Government of ~ha. • • • • • • • l 
Records of the Military Government of Veracruz ••••• ~ •• 
Records of the Te:nnesmee Valley !uthority ••\ •• ; • · • ~- • 
Records of the Bureau. of SU.ppl.tes and Accounts (Navy) "· • 
Records of the Temporary National Econolflic Comudttee' • ~o ••.• 
Records of the Agricultural Adjustment Agency • .•••••· •.. ., 4 

Records of tl:e United States Civil Service Co!lll!lission •••• ~ 
Records of the Selective Service, i§yit,_em:;,: 1940- '.•••• 
Records of Exposition, Anniversary~ and M~orial Commiss~ons of 

Congress .. "' ,.. o;, 1$ o * ~ "' 10 ·:"@ i;> o * ~ ill . «< $1- • *i;> 4> "' 0 >) @ 0 

Records of the Government Printing_ Office • • • , . • • • • • • • 
Records of the National Bituminous Coal COJmnission , • ''• ·• ·p • 


Records of th~ Bureau of Fore~gn and Do.mes~~ Commerce • • • • 


~ 
_98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
l03 
104 

1Q.5 
lo6 
10'1 
100 
109 
ll.O 
lll 
112 
l13 
U4 
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ll6 
117 
us· 
119 
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129,·· 
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TENTH MINUAL REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 

Title· 


.. . 152
Records of the Bureau of Dairy Industry • • • • • • • • • 

Recorda of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (War) • 153 

Records of the War Finance Corporation . • .~~. ·• • ·• · • • ·.• · • 154 

Records of the Wage and Hour and Public ··contracts Divisions 155 

Records of the Office· of the Chief of Ordnance' 

Records of the Maritime Labor Board • •. • • • • • 

Records of the Capital Issries Committee • • • • • 

Records of the Office of the Inspector General 

Records of the Headquarters, Army Service Forces 

Records of the Commodity Credit Corporation •••• 

General Recorda of the Federal Works Agency • • • • 

Records of the Selective Service System, 1917-1919 

Records of' the Office of Experiment Stations 

Records of the war Department General Staff •••••.•• 165 

Records of the Q.f'fice of Foreign Agricultural Relations 166 

.Recorda of the National Bureau of Standards • • 
 167 

Records of the National Guard Bureau • • • • •• 
 168 

Records of the Forei,gn Economic Administration • • • • • 169 

Records of the Bureau of Narcotics • • • • • • • • 
 170 

Records of the Office of Civilian Defense •••• 
 1?1 
Records of the United States Commerce Court •• 172 

Recorda of the Federal Communications Commission 1'73 

General Recorda of the Department of Labor 174 

Records of the Chemical Warfare Service •••••• 
 175 

Records of the Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home Economics 176 

Records of the Office of the Chief of Coast Artillery • 177 

Records of the United States Maritime Commission 178 

Records of the war Production Board • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
 1?9 

Records of the Commodity Exchange Administration • 180 

Records of Naval Districts and Shore Establishments 
 181 

Records of the War Trade Board • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 182 

Recorda of the United States Em;ployment Service • ·• • • • • 
 . 183 

Records of the Railroad Retirement Board (records withdrawn) 184 

Records of The Panama Canal • • • • • • • • • • • 
 185 

Recorda of the Spanish Governors of Puerto Rico • • 186 

Rec~rds of the National Resources Planning Board 187 

Recorda' of the orfice of Price Administration • 188 

Records of the National Academy of Sciences • • • • 189 

Records of the Bureau of War Risk Litigation • • • 190 

J:llicordS of the '\!(ar Depa.rtl!lent Claims Board • ·• • • 191 


· ~cords of the Office of t.lw Codnisaary-General of Subsistence. 192 

Records of the Commissioner of Railroads • • • • • 193 

Records of the war Minerals Relief Commission • • • • • ~ • 194 

Records of the Home OWners' Loon Corporation • • • • • 195 

Reoo~ds of the Federal Public H~tsing Authority • 196 

Records of the Civil Aeronautics Board •••••••••••• 197 

Reoords of the Board of Investigation and Research--Transporta­

tion «it 0 a .. 0 0 .. .. tilt' <II Ill ol) 0 $ (I $ (!;I 151 0 !!> ., 198 

Recorda of the Provisional Government of Cuba • • •••• • • 199 

Gift Motion Pictures of the National Archives ••• 200 

Gift Sound Recordings of the National Archives 201 

Records of the National War Labor Board, 1942- 202 

Records of the Office of the Chief of Finance (war) • 203 

Hecoro.s of the Of!ice of the Pardon Attorney ' ••••, • 204 

Records of the Court o.t Cla~ Section" (Justice) 205 

ReGorJa of the Solicitor of the Treasury •••• 206 

~neral }tecords of the National Housing Agency 207 

Records of the Office of war Information • • • • 208 

Records or the .. Prison Industries l:l.eorgan:i.zati.on Administ.ration. 209 


APPENDIX VIII 


ACCESSIONS OF THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES DURING THE FISCAL YEAR 


ENDING JUNE 30, 19441 


CONGRESS 

Recorda of the Senate Committee on Privileges and Elections relat ­
i.ng to the investigation of the qualifications of Senator William Langel' 
of North Dakota, 1941-42. 7 feet. Ace. 1384. RG 4£:,. 

Additional records of the Senate from the Forty-second to the 

Seventy-fourth Congress, inclusive, 1871-1936, consisting of bills and 

resolutions, petitions and memorials, and committee papers. 53 feet. 

Ace. 1436. RG 46. 


News reels of events connected with the San Francisco maritime 
strike (1936), the Republic Steel strike in Chicago (Memorial Da.y 1937)a 
and the strike of cannery workers at Stockton, Calif. (1937), acquired · 
by the subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Education and La:bor in­
vestigating violations of free speech and the rights of labor. 4 units. · 
Ace. 1519. RG 46. 

Recorda of ·the Thomas Jefferson. Bicentennial Commission, 1941-44, 

consisting of correspondence, financial records, and reports. 3 feet. 

Ace. 1550. RG 148. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE P.RESIDENT 

Emergency Management Office. Foreign Economic Administration 

Recorda of the former Office of the Deputy Administrator of the 

Lend-Lease Administration, consisting of copies of documents showing 

the development of policy and of organization of lend-lease operatic~. 


by the President's Liaison Committee, 1939-41, the Division of Defense · 

Aid Reports of the Office for Emergency Management, 1941, and the Lend.o. 

Lease Adrrd.rJ.stration, 1941-43. 3 feet. Ace. 1506. RG 169. 


Emergency Hi'magement Office. War Informati.on Office 

C!eneral files of a number of State directors of the former Nat:!.onal 

Emergency Council·and of the corresponding State offices of its succes­

sor, the former Office of Government Reports, 1935-42. 147 feet. Ace. 

1381, 1387, and 1401. RG 44. .~ 


lAccessions of archival material are arranged first according to 

agency of transfer and thereunder by accession number ex~;~ept when me:::: 


· cessions have been combined. After each entry is entered the number of 
the record group, as listed in appendix VII, t.o which the records belong. 
In the present report measurements are given for the first time in terms 
of cubic rather than linear footage. Accessions of private gifts of 
motion pictures and sound recordings are grouped sep4Jirat§!ly at. the end 
of the list by physical form and within each group are attanged chrono­
logically according to the dates on which the films or recordings Ql"e :. 
made. Restrictions on the use of records vary as explained on; p4Jige xv. ·)
of the Gu:ide to the Material in~th~ National Archives {Washill!1t.on. J.QJ.:O)..:, 

•••• ·• • 
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157 

158 

159 
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161 

162 

163 

164 
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Records of the Office and its predecessor, the Office of Facts and 
Figures, consisting of abstracts of editorial comment on the war effort 
in selected American newspapers, February 1942-April 1943. 40 feet. 
~co. ,1385. RG 208. 

Records of the former Bureau of Overseas Publications and of 11 
former regional and 36 former branch offices of the Office of War Infor­
mation, 1942-43; general files of the News Bureau of the Domestic Branch, 
1942; and records of the Ot:f'ice 's predecessors, consisting of general 
tiles of the Office of Facts and Figures, 1941-42, and general files, 
special reports, :memoranda, press releases, 'and a few fiwcal and person­
nel records of the former Division of Information of the Office for 
Emergency Management, together with records of the Division's field of­
fices in California, Minnesota, Texas, and Virginia, 1941../~2. 256 feet. 
!co. 1408 and 1492. RG 208;, 

Recorda of the overseas Operations Branch, consisting of teletype 
messages to and from representatives of the Office of War Information 
in North };,!rica, Jan1Jl!.l"Y 1943-Ma:rch 1944. 39 feet. Ace. 1430 and 1570. 
RG 208. 

Records of former branch offices of the Office of War Information 
$.Ud its predecessors including the Office of Govermnent Reports in Little 
Rock, Ark., ,Ubuquerq,u~, N. :!lex., and San ,Antonio, .Tex. • ~d of the for­
mer reg:iopa.l office in Chicago, 1935-43. 18 feet. Ace. 1471. R!l 44 
and 208. 

Prints produced and distributed by the Bureau of Overseas Motion . 
Pictures of the Overseas Operations Branch of United Newsreel No. 57 in 
five languages {Mrikaans, Arabic, Chinese, French, and Portuguese), 
1943. 10 units. 'Ace. 1490. RG 208. 

Records of the Bureau. of Field Operations of the Domestic Branch, 
July 1942-June 1943, consisting of general files, administrative orders, 
!ield press releases, memoranda and reports, regional radio broadcast 
schedules, accounting rec~ds, and correspondence with field offices. 
50 feet. Ace• 1549. RG. 208. 

Emergency Management Office. War Production Board 

Glass lantern slides (122) and about 10 feet of sll,de film used by 
the External Speaking Unit of the Controlled Materials Plan Division for 
employee-training and public-relations purposes, 1942. Ace. 1432. RQ 
1'79. 

1 1-reel sound motion picture entitledcmsubcontracting for Defense,® 
produced b,y the Division of Infor:matio~ of the Office for Emergency 
~gement, 1941. Ace. 1599. RG 1'79. 

National iesouroes Plannin,g Board 

Reconle of the Washington office·~ the ll regional offices of the 
former National Resources Planning Board, 1939=43, and of its predeces­
sora, 1931-39• consisting of correspondence, :memoranda, minutes, adminis~ 
trative files, reports, :maps, and charts relating to the planning, con=' 
servation, use. and development of the natural and hwiD.an resources of 
the Nation. 1,567 feet. Ace. 1497. RG 187. 

DEP~ OF MATE 

A~tional records of the Special Mexican Claims C~sSion, 1935­
38, consisting of docket books, minutes, and decisions. 5 feet. Ace. 
1405. RG 76. . . 

Photographic negatives of the Paraguayan original of the unperfected 
naturalization convention of JuJ.y 22, 1909, between the United States 
and Paraguay. 5 items. Ace. 156:5. ,RG 11. 
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ings. 20 feet. 

Forei!U! Service 

and 1582. 

Passport Division 

Jns~ 

1517.~ ¥59. 

Visa Division 

feet. !co. 1581. 

Office of the Secretarl 

1566. RG56. 

1480. RG 41. 

.CUstoms Bureau. 

J;S?artmantal Personnel Division 

Records relating to Departmental and Foreign Service personnel an<l. 
other governmental officials and to foreign diplomatic officials in the 
United States, 1774-1910, consisting of registers and indexes of com­
missions' suspensions, and oaths of allegiance and correspondence and 
memoranda concerning consular bonds, pardons, and extradition proceed.. 

Ace. 1440. RG 59. 

Records of the former American Consulate General at Boma 
Congo (1907-20), and of the Alnerican Conl'lular Agencies at ~din 
1940) and Christchurch (1880-1936), Nell: Zealand. U teet Ace 

RG 84. · • • 

Do~stic passport appllcatioM, 1880..1906, applications "'"-'""'T............ r 
to ForeJ.gn &l:rvici/1! representatives abroad, 1877-1907, and special and 

passports, 1894-l9ll,; lists ot !oreign passport®J and visa:a 
certificates of naturalization 'IIIith correspondence receipts drai'ta ·.. 
and other :material relating to passports~ 1S65-19ll; undateci'and J 

plete passports;· and indexes to passports, 1~1906 200 feet 
. • • 

Correspondence concerning ~pplioations for visas, 
RG 59. , 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Correspondence, consisting of letters received, 
fair copies, 1789-1878, and press 1856~1926 
letters sent, and reg:isters and indexes, ....o, ,~._..,,_u 
reports, and other records, chiefly 1834-1912, r~•~'''n'~ 
deposits, receipts and expenditures, public monies, lands, na­
tional banks and other depositories, claims against ·United States, 
including files relating to cases adjudicated in the· court of. Claims 
and appeals under tariff, customs, and internal revenue acts· record~ 
relating t<l the Call!llittee on Department Methods (leep Call!llis~ion), 1905; 
and records of the Division of Personnel and predecessor units, 1791­
1909, except !or: personnel case files. i biO)feet. •cc 1 '""- 15"o --.. "" 

~ ' '"'·~, ,..,....,.,.... 

Marine doeumenta of the Division of Tariff and Marine Administr&­
t'ion and of predecessor agencies in the CO!lllilerce Department 1917-42 
consisting of applications and correspondence relating to official ~ 
berl:l and original or duplicate certificates of registry enrolllnent and 
license issued for American vessels not now documented ' ~ feet !~c 

.. • ,.., • .... • 

Coll~ of C)lstQ!M~ BaJ.timox:_e 

. Customhouwe records relating to ·the documentation of vessels 
BaltJJllor~. 1?83-1912, Chester, Md. • 17l'l9-1822, and (for vessels ··"'''~-···• 
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20 tons) Havre de Grace, Md., 1815-22, 1857-85; and records of the Col­
lector at Baltimore, consisting of correspondence, 1806-1912 (with gaps), 
passenger lists, 1820-1919, wreck reports, 1874-1911, and records relat ­
ing to the entrance and clearance of vessels, 1780-85, 1803-1934, ac­
counts, 1785-1809, ship personnel and cargoes, 1789-1835, the collection 
of internal revenue, 1794-1802, marine hospital relief, 1830-85, revenue 
cutters, 1837-1902, and the inspection of vessels for the Steamboat In­
spection Service, 1867-68, 1900-1914. 200 feet. Ace. 1579. RG 36 and 
41. 

Customs Bureau. Collector of Customs, Washington (Georgetown), D. C. 

Customhouse records relating to the documentation of vessels, 1807­
99, and to the enforcement of customs laws, 1809-1900 (with some records 
of later date). 25 feet. Ace. 1575. RG 36 and 41. 

Fiscal Service. Accounts Bureau 

A sample of each type of book of food and cotton order stamps used 
in the surplus-disposal programs administered by the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation and the Surplus Marketing Administration, 1939­
43. 1 foot. Ace. 1552. RG 124. 

DEPJ\RTME.NT OF WAR 

Army Air Forces 

Motion pictures showing the Arkansas flood of February 1938. 6 
units. Ace. 1598. RG 18. 

Arm,y Service Forces 

Records of the Headquarters of the Departments of the Platte and 
the Missouri and records of the Fort Omaha Quartermaster, including 
correspondence, registers of letters received, statements of ordnance 
and ordnance stores, orders, reports, and records relating to audits 
and accounts, 1866-1919. 1,950 feet. Ace. 1483 and 1512. RG 98. 

Correspondence, morning reports, and returns of the 1st and 20th 
Infantry Regiments, 1857-1917. 85 feet. Ace. 1484. RG 98. 

Records of Fort Stevens, Oreg., and Fort Canby (formerly Fort Cape 
Disappointment), Wash., 1867-1928, consisting of correspondence, morning 
reports, records of summary courts, lists of deserters, cash.and account 
qooks, correspondence of the post hospitals, and other records. 75 
feet. Ace. 1521. RG 98. 

Records of territorial commands of the United States Army, includ­
jng correspondence of the Judge Advocate and the Quartermaster, Depart­
ment of Dakota, 1874-1904, and Department of Texas, 1879-1916; records 
of the Adjutant General, Commissary General, Inspector· General, and 
Medical Officer, pepartment of Missouri, 1875-1910; records of Head­
quarters, Department of the Lakes, 1898-1910; and correspondence and 
other records of Headquarters, Central Department, 1916-20. 500 feet. 
Ace. 1537. RG 98, 

Records consisting chiefly of correspondence (with gaps) and per­
sonnel files of Camp Shelby, Miss., 1917-22, and Camp Pike, Ark., 1918­
22, and correspondenc·e (wi.th gaps) of Camp Beauregard, La., 1917-19, 
Park Field, Tenn., 1917-22, and Fort Logan H. Root, .Ark., 1917-21. 5.0 
feet. Ace. 1539. RG 98. 

~ Service Forces. Adjutarit General's Office. 

Civil War draft enrollment records and military telegrams, 1863; 
:Qf'irl'"l+.;r<~Y'Inl 0A'Ylf'"'.cM.oT»c+.o. Yn-l14+a ........ r Y>o,..,,....,....:.4o,. ~..-::trl-f+..;,....,...""'l ,.....o. .......... "V0.4e-. ....,.p /\....., •._.,....,.. 
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posts in the TJrti. ted States and the Philippines, . 1857-1907; and reoor.ds 
of discontinued departmental commands, 1870-1910. 1,700 feet. Ace. 
1437. RG 98, 109, and 110. 

Record cards and indexes prepared in The Adjutant Genaral's Office 
1386.-'\.912, cor.taining data. (derived from original muster rolls, returnsj 
and other records) relating to the military service and medical history! 
of regulsriJ and volunteers in the Continental and the United States 
Armies, 1775-1912, and the Army of the Confederate States of America 
1861-65; photographic copies of Revolutionary War records in certain' 
States; records of the Army of Cuban Pacification and of the UnitP-d 
States Army in the Philippine Insurrection, 1898-:1902; and correspond~ .• 
ence of the Office, 1923-43, in answer to requests for information to bE 
found in these recordA. 21,163 feet. Ace. 1448. RG 94 and 109. \ 

Records relating to the Mill ta!"'J Academy at West Point, N. y., 1!36~ 
1904, consisting of correspondence, applications and nominations for aP+t 
pointment as cadets, records of the Board of Visitors and reports of the 
Board of Medical Examiners, orders and regulations, and other· records_; ;; 
and registers of cadet warrants, 1901-18, 75 feet. Ace. 1458. RG 94.•! 

Records of the War Department and the Army, 1912-22, primariq for: • 
the period of the first World War, consisting of general departmental...• 
files, cable files, records ussembled as "historical files 11 and recor:d~ 
of the Construction Division; records of the .American Sectlon of the ) ,; 
Su~reme. War Council; correspondence, war diaries, operation orders, >.. ii 
"h~stor~cal files," maps, and other records of the American E:xpediti~1

Forces, including those .of AEF General Headquarters, AEF Services of ·i ':;·~ 
Supply Headquarters (Paris and Tours) and the Bas.;J, Intermediate, and ~,q 
Advance Sections, the First, the Se?pnd~ and the Third (Occupation) Ar~ 
and Army corps and other Army ort;anl?oat~ons and the various arms and. · .::: 
services; records of the Polish Relief, North Russia and Mexican .Puni;.,.i;j 
tive Expeditions; records of the Eastern Department ~nd the First Col;js,:,j 
Area; and other records, including files relating to industrial .f."ur- ~'·! 
laughs, prisoners, traintng-camp activities, and the American Red Cf'o.~a.i;i 
35,000 feet. Ace. 1498. RG 120, ..·.··. ;;j 

Senate rolls confirming the· appointment of officers to the trriited ·fj 
States Army, 1861-67. 6 fe~t. Ace. 1499., RG 944> c.~ ',:::<:~t 

Two atereoscoplc photographic prints of Lookout Mountain, Ten.'l•.f j
1866. Ace. 1526. RG 94. . ·. \;,. 

Final report of the Commanding General of the Western Defense C¢!n.;..; ~: 
mand relating to the evacuation of Japanese-American'> from +.he West. .,,>:;·;! 
Coast, 1942, with exhibits consisting of reports of other participating) 
Federal a.gencies and other materials. 5 feet. Ace. 1541. RG 94. ., /)\ 

Records of demobilized mP.dical organizations, 1912-22, including .... 
vartous units of the American Expeditionary Forces and hospitals in the . 
United States, the Philippine Islands, Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, the Canal· 
Zone, and Tientsin, China. 2,600 feet. Ace. 1605. RG 94 and 120. 

ArmY Service Forces. Chief Signal Officer's Office 

Index to the central fEes, 1886-1942. 30 feet. Ace. 1442. RG 
111. 

~ervice Forces. Engineer Chief's Off'i9~ 

Records of the Jlrm;y Map Serv:i.ce, consisting of file copies of maps 
of various countries and areas throughout the world, 1870-1943, and a 
card catalog of the General Staff map collection, 1904-29. 364 feet. 
Ace. 1406, 1465, 1501, 1543, and 1596. RG 77. .. · . . .,: 

Adcli tiona1 r.orrespo:1dence o! the Office, 1894-1923; records. of ~~e{"' 
Board of F.n!P.necr~> on recol1.!Wi ssance survey of the coast. of 'l'e:Jeas,<,M:j. 
sissippi, and other States, 1846-1900; records 'Created jointq by m~;m.ft,; 
hers o.f the O.ffice Rnd the War Industries Board, relating .to the :>;c:{i•:. 
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distribution of American and Canadian electric power on the' Niagara 
frontier, 1917-18.; and correspondence, field notes, and accounts of' the 

·Nicaraguan Canal survey, 1929-31. 120 feet. Ace. 1481. RG 77. 

ArmY Servic~ Forces. Judge Advocate General's office 

Records of general courts martial, 1917-38. 2,875 feet. Ace. 1409 
and 1457. RG 153. 

Copies of' letters sent, 1842-1912, and letter? received, ~th rec­
ord cards, .1894-1912, and records relating to :f'oreJ.gn claims, J.ncluding 
Insular, Mexican, and Netherlands claims cases, 1916-40. 120 feet. 
Ace. 143e. RG 153. 

~ Service Forces. Ordnance Chief's Office 

Correspondence and other records of the Springfteld (Mass.) Arsenal 
and .&:rmory, 1794-1911, the Watervliet (N. Y.) Arsenal, 1814-1919, the 
Frankford (Pa.) Arsenal, 1816-1935, the San Antonio {Tex.) Arsenal, 1871­
1912, the Sandy Hook' {N. J.) Proving Grounds, 1901-lS, the Watertown 
(Mass.) Arsenal, 1902-17, the Edgewood (Yd.) Arsenal {s. Chemical War­
fare installation), 1918-20, and the Air NitratE's Corporation, 1917-19, 
which acted as an agent of the Governn~nt for the construction and 
operation of a plant at Muscle Shoals, Ala., to produce nitrogen by the 
eyanrunid process, 1,97.3 feet. Ace. 1508, 1509, 1510, 15ll.> and 1604. 
RG 156~ 

Army Service Forces. Personnel Director's Office. Special Services 

Division 


Four motion pictures distributed b,v the Overseas MOtion Picture 
Service entitled W:Prelude to War," "The N~zia Strike,• ~vide and 
Conquer,~ and· •Battle of Britain." 1942-43. 23 reels. Ace. 1473. 
RQ; 160. _ ,.__ _, 

Records of the Morale Branch, War Plans Division of t,,., .Gener ..... 
Star!, 1918-21, consisting of correspondence, training instructiolloS? 
and reports !rom officers relating to morale programs at ~ org~za­
tions at home and abroad. 35 feet. Ace. 1520. RG 165. 

mxnow Your Ally Britain," a sound motion picture produced by the 
Division, 1943. 3 units. Ace. 1569. RG 160. 

~ Se:nice Forces. Quartermaster General's Office· 

Recorda of the Qffj.ce of the Quartermaster General, consisting of 
J!5.iaj. Gen •. Ha.rry L. Rogers 1 confidential file, 1917-20, of r,eports ~d 
other ree:oros of the seve~a1 branches of the Quartermaster Co,rps, J.n-· 
eluding photographs, maps, blueprints, and data relating to the yeviaion.
of Quartermaster training courses; and completion reports of gonstruction 
at ~ poats and camps, 1917-19, with photographs, blueprints, plans, 
and construction reports. 470 feet. Ace. 1540. RG 92. 

A:l.jn;,y Service Forces. Surgeon General's Office 

Correspondence with individual field stations, 1928-37. 30 feet. 

Ace. 1459. RG 112. . 


Annual consolidated reports of the sick and wounded at posts and 

stations of the United States Army, 1~17-1915. 60 feet. Ace, 1460. 

RG 112. 

AN War College 

A m±cro!'ilm copy (16 llllll.) of a calendar pl:'epared by the Historical 
~.QnO""h n.Jf' +."h!Q A'f'lm"lr W10l'Y"' f'!n111/:1.-£7~ nf" J!l!ln'm.!l:) -::tf'\ ()(){) Nn.~·nn~Ani.~ in +.'h~· P'-t""l.oa 
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of the i'iar Devartment relating to the first World War, 1917-19. 
Ace. 1470. RG 165. 


Studies on operational, technical, administrative, 

lema, 1903-19. 280 feet. Ace. 1538. RG 165. 


General Staff 

Daily and weekly intelligence summaries prepared b,v the Military 
Intelligence Division of the General Staff, 1917-21, and notes relating. 
to Cuba and Mer~co, 1909-20. 60 feet. Ace. 1482. RG 165. 

Panama Canal 

Records of the Washj.ngton office, consisting of' records. 
of the Nicaragua Canal Commission and the Isthmian Canal Commission­
eluding maps, tracings, drawings, blueprints, profiles, cross-secti~n& 
designs and estimates of locks and dams, and hydrographic and borin~ ' 
records; correspondence, accounts, maps, and other records of the Chlef 
Engineer's office at Greytown, Nicaragua; and materials relating to 
New Panama Co. 400 feet. Ace. 1469. RG 185. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Additional "enclosures" (separately filed oversized documents)
the central corresp?ndence files, 1904-37, and correspondence, with 
''enclosures," compnsing the antitrust sections of the central files of 
the Department, 1920-33, continuing records previously transferred. 
:1,425 feet. Ace. 1389 and 1439. · RG 60. 

Administrative Division 

Statistical form reports pertaining to litigation in the Federa~ 

courts, consisting of annual reports on bankruptcy proceedings, 1932~ 

37, and .civil and criminal proceedings, 1930-34; summary work sheets 

bankruptcy proceedings, 1938-39; docket card reports on criminal 

ceedings, 1940-41; and monthly reports on criminal cases 

preliminary proceedings, 1935-40. 30 feet. Ace. 1578. RG 60. 


Correspondence .and ''enclosures~t (separately filed oversized 

mente) concerning additional Court of Claims cases now closed, J..Y,.a.·-4•:.: 

and "enclosures" to correspondence concerning cases against the 

States arising from the rescinding of air-mail contracts, 1935-42; and 

record copies of materials required to be printed relating to cases 

tried before the Court of Claims, 1871-1929. 163 feet, Ace. 1396 and 

1571. RG 205. 

War Risk Litigation Bureau 

Headquarters and field-office records relating to about 24,000 
closed war-risk insurance litigation cases, 1919-42. 2,250 feet. Ace. 
1567. RG 190. 

General files of the Bureau, 1914-37, and related sections of. the 
central files of the Department, 1930-3'7; case files relating to FedE!:t;~:l. '~t 
prisoners and parolees, 1910-37; correspondence and related papers. ~:t;.;.,. ,,~·;: 

ning to Fe.deral prisoners in non-Federal. institutions, .1914~38; g~n-;. ' 
eral files of' Federal Prison TndnRt:ri "" _ Tn,. _ 1 O':ltL':lC ~~-> ---'--'- --·-" · 
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clearances for purchases in commercial markets of items temporarily not 
available from Federal Prison Industries, 1938-43; and other records, 
1931-40, including budget estimates, applications for positions, and rec­
ords created in connection with the Attorney General's Survey of Release 
Procedures. 3,231 feet. Ace. 1491. · RG 129 and 60. 

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT 

Records of the Bureaus of the First, Second, and Thiro Asaistant 
Postmasters ~eral, 1925-38, consisting of small quantities of records 
of the Divil!d.ons of Postmasters • Post Office Service, International. 
Po!§tal Service, and Classification; and of the Bureau of the Fourth As­
sistant Postmaster General, consisting of 5,743 maps of the Division of 
Topograp~ showing rural delivery routes, 1927-38, and 91 additional 
postal route State maps, 1928-42. 44 feet. Ace. 1399 and 1489. RG 28. 

Chief Inspector's Bureau 

Correspondence and·reports of inspectors relating to the prosecution 
of violators of the postal laws and regulations, 1893-1903. 75 feet. 
.Ace. 1400. RG 28. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

Office of the SecretarY 

Records of the Submarine Board, 1928-29, consisting of minutes of 
meetings, correspondence, and reports relating to methods and appliances 
for the safety and salvage of submarines. 3 feet. Ace. 1560. RG 80. 

Additional general correspondence, 1926-40. 12 feet. Ace. 1584. 
RG 80. 

Executive Office of the Secretary. Administrative Office 

Gelatin color transparencies of portraits of certain Secretaries 
of the Navy, 1798-1939. 37 items. Ace. 1435. RG 80. 

Executive Office of the SecretarY· Judge Advocate General's Office 

Closed ~Department contracts," with related correspondence, for 
propelling machinery and for the construction of naval vessels, 1923-42. 
5 feet. Ace. 11..19. RG 125. · · 

Records relating to the appraisal and purchase of privately owned 
vessels qy the Department, 1917-26. 6 feet. Ace. 1420. RG 125. 

.&,dditional general correspondence of the Office of the ,Judge Advo·~ 
cate General, 1892-1940. 26 feet. Ace. 1536. RG 80. . 

Additional proc~;~edings of general courts martial, courts of inqm.ry, 
and boards of investigation, 1918-35. 65 feet. Ace. 1548. RG 125. 

Opinions of the Attorney General on questions submitted by the Sec­
retary of the Navy, 1857-1903, and Navy Department orders and internal 
directives of the Judge 1\.dvocate General's Office, 1893-1910. 1 foot. 
Ace. 1563. RG 125. 

Executive Office of the Secreta~. Public Relations Offic~ 

Phctograp~ic negatives and prints showing activities of the Unit~d 
States Navy, 1939-43. 1,335 items. Ace. 1554. RG 80. 

'*The Battle of Midway," 1942, .a. 2-reel sound motion picture in color. 
Ace. 1562. RG 80. 

ACCESSIONS FeR THE FISCAL YEAR 

Executive Office of the ~cretaa. Shore Establishments and CiVilian 

Personnel Division 


Correspondence, memoranda, and reports pertaining chief:cy to labor 

relations in navy yards and private shipbuilding companies, 1933-40. -, 

1 foot. Auc. 1407. RG 80. · 


Aeronautics Burea~ 

Blueprints, photographic prints, charts, tables, and reports r~.LM'~' 
jng to construction and performance tests of the ShenandOah the Los 
~seles, the~. the Macon, and other rigid a'l:rships, 192o-4o.4 
feet. Ace. 1416. RG 72. 

Identification photographs of personnel in training at naval a'lli.a..; 
tion stations for photographic work, 1917-18, photographic negat:lves . 
showing the construction of airplanes, l936-3S, ·and lantern slides used c,. 
in training Navy and Marine Corps aViators and photographers,. 191~26. ··~ 
1,184 items. Ace. 1422. RG 72. 

Aeronautics Bureau. Naval Air Material Center (Philadelphia) 

About 6o,ooo· photographic negatives with corresponcli.O.g prints ~ 
at the Naval .Aircraft Factory, Philadelphia, 1918-41, showing equi 
and buildings, aircraft in process of. construction and testing, and ci:' 
Vilian and naval pe!'sonnel. Ace, 1524. RG 72. 

Coast Guard 

RecordR of the Merchant Marine Inspection :bivisj_on, consisting of- '·· 
records of the former Steamboat•Inspection Service and the Marine In• ·, 'i~i 
spection and NaVigation Bureau, Commerce Department, including genera+ '' 
correspondenc~ of' the Steamboat-Inspection Service, 19:a.J-34, -and in. 
thereto, 1905-23, correspondence, with enclosures 3nd exhibits, of 
Board of Supervising Inspectors of Steam Vessels, 1911-41, and manusc 
journals of the annual meetings of the Board, 1935, 19.39-41, and o:f'.;!.; 
Executhe Committee, 1936-38, 1941; manuscript annual reports o:f l®aJ.•>•• 
and supervising inspectors, 1911-3'7; annual statistical statements of '<<''2 
work accomplished, 1928-39, and reports of vesseb inspected, l932...::39t:;;:'•i 
papers in investigations, now clo<'~ed, of marine O~i!SU.alties and of !ldn~';?~ 
offenses by licensed personnel, 1938-41; and ~:~ddition&l card records .o:f /i 
m.a:rine casualties (particularly steamship), 1852-1937. 436 feet. Ace. 
11.41 and 1487. RG 41. 

"Task Force, 11 a 1-reelmotion picture in tecl:mico1or produced and 

distributed by the Public Relations Divis:ton, showing activities of the 

Coast Guard in escorting convoys and in landing invasion forces. 2 

units. Ace. 1525. RG 26. · 

Rf?cords ef substantially all the Shipping Commisllioners (:for:merq 
under the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation, Commerce Depart­
ment), consisting of shipping articles (those :from Baltimore, Md., Mobile, 
Ala., Portland, Oreg., and &>attle, Wash., to 1915 only) and official 
logbooks of vessels, 1873-1932. 1,579 feet. Ace. 1532. RG 41. 

Marine.Co!J2~ 

Records of Corps headquarters, consisting of muster rolls, 1893­
1909, and register of deserters, 1910-25. 74 .feet. Ace. 14.34 and 1472. 
RG 127. 

Heudqu~rtcrs correspondence of the Office of the P~ster, ~~ 
35; records of the Ma::--lne barracks in Boston, Mass., oo:nsisting o.t' >1'4' . <', 
JllUs'ter roll, 1843, and copies of letters sent by the Post Cdlllm.ander,.; ' ,;,,, 
1863-64, and by the Post Quartermaster; 1907-U; and copies of let~i-s 
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sent b,y the Commanding Officer of the barracks in Norfolk, va., 1906-7. 
8 feet. Ace. 1477. RG 127. ' 

General files of the Personnel Department (former~ the Adjutant and 
Inspector's Department), 1913-32. 81 feet. Ace. 1527 and 1542. RG 127. 

Medicine and Surge!¥ Bureau 

General correspondence o~ the Bureau, 1912-25, and indexes, 1898­
1925; 18 lantern slides shoW1ng combat scenes and equipment in gas war­

fare, 1918-19; and records of the Bureau's field organization, consist ­

ing of correspondence of the Medical Aide to the Commander of United 

States Forces Operating in European Waters and correspondence files of 

various base hospitals and stations, 1918-19. 148 feet. Ace. 1455. 

RG 52. . 


Naval Operations Office. Hydrographic Office 

Records of hydrographic surveys, consisti~g of surveyor's field note­
books and ~'~boat" !illd "smooth" sheets (manuscript maps), 1855-1939, and· 
logbooks, sketches, glass-plate photographic negatives, and other records 
of naval surveying expeditions, 1811:.1939, including the United States 
Exploring Expedition under Lt. Charles Wilkes, 1838-42, and the United 
States North Pacific Exploring Expedition, 1853-55. 372 feet. Ace. 
1433. RG 37. 

Official file set of hydrographic charts published b,y the Office, 

1869-1934, showing coastal waters throughout the world exclusive of the 

United States and its possessions. About 30,500 items. Ace. 1514 and 

1522. RG 37. 


Naval Operations Office. Inspe~tion and Survey Board 

. Additional records of the Joint Merchant Vessel Board, 1916-21, con­
sisting of reports o£ inspections and surveys of private~ owned vessels 
with related correspondence, photographs, and blueprints. 18 feet. Ace~ 
1456. RG 38. ' 

Naval QEerations Office. Naval Intelligence Division 

Maps of V'a.rioua countries and areas throughout the world, with some 
emphasis on Mexico, other parts of Latin America, and the Far East, 1905­
35, with a few maps of earlier and later date, and other records, consist·· 
ing of graphs and diagrams relating to ship design and the comparative 
strength of different navies, 1905-30. 30 feet. Ace. 1447. RG 38. 

Naval Operations Office. Naval Intelligence Division. Nava£ Records 

and Librapt Office 


Maps of Vladivostok and vicinity, including Russian Island, 1916, 
and a map of the Murman Coast, about 1899. 8 items. Ace. 1425. RG 38. 

Naval Qperations Office. Naval ObservatoEl 

General correspondence, 1909-29, relating chiefly to astronomical 
observations and navigational instruments. 92 feet. Ace. 1393. RG 78. 

Naval Personnel Bureau 

Lists showing the composition of the crews of individual vessels of 

the United States Navy, 1905-12. 1 foot. Ace. 1392. RG 24. 


Muster rolla of naval ships and stations, 1934-JB.· 75 feet. Ace. 

~.m~ . 

ACCESSIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

Recorda of the NaVigation! Bl!reau; l9lS..2:5 (and a few, 1932-40), co!J.1~'i 
sisting of general eorrespo¢epce and financial recorda of the SiXth /} 
(Morale) DiVision and its qontemporary and successor, the Training Div:l'"" )' 
sion, including records of the· Commission on Training Camp ActiVities. :>;0; 
6o reet. Ace. 1423. RG 24. · .~x 

Correspondence files of the Commander in Chief, North Atlantic <)! 
Squadron, United States·Fleet, 1897...99, with related photographic print_$>;';. 
shctwing naval operations in t:ne. Spanish-Allleric~ War and vessels of the '"· 
Spanish fleet; and caple conespondenoe of the Navy Depart.ment with >•i~q 
na'V'li.l attacMs, 1898-1900. · :; feet. Ace. 147:5. RG 24. <·'0' 

Records of the former ~viAl Auxiliary Servi~e (ori~ the Navt•>;; 
Collier Service), 1901,.17, oon~sting of personnelreeorda o£ officers. c); 
and enlisted menJ cones~~(le of the SUpervisor ot Naval Auxiliariest ,;1 
Norfolk, v~., concerniJl& ~'~qnnel matters, 1915-17; and~. servic~'E·l 
records ot Naval. A.uxili81';1r1 ~Qor.tm\l, 1901-17, prepared in th$ former ·\in 
Navigation. BurfJau between l:93l and 19)6. 16 feet. Ace. 1529.; RG 24-i V1'l 

General correspondeno.$t 1924-40, except for secret, eontidel'ttial.11'. 

and restricted oorresponcte-~•• ·425 feet. Ace. 15'76. RG 24. ,.• 
Deck logs ot naval. v~lilsels, 1940.,.41. 102 feet. Ace. 1592. RG .24 

. Records of .the ~nt Maintenance Section :rela:ting to heat and 

surveillance tests, o£ powder and armament detail cards for merchant. 

vessels, subehal!r!U's_. and de4trpyers, 1895-1928. 5 feet. Ace. 1424~ < 


RG 74. . .. 
General co~ellpondenoe, .1926-39, except for secret correspondenc 


registers of letters reeeivedt 1904-26; and card index to general co 

spondenoe, 1914-26. 552 feet. Aoc. 1587 and l6o3. RG 74. 


Pacific Fleet Headquarters. ,Amphibious Co:r;ps 

Maps of the northerri and southern haives of San Clemente Is~( 

Los Angeles County, calif.. , 1939•. 2 items. Ace. 1426. RG )S. · •. 


Records of the former Eng:i.Mer:l.ng Bureau, oonsistirlg of spa 
tiona. for propelling lll!lchillifjl"f and electrical apparatus for naval. !Eli 
sels, 1886-1916. 2 feet. Ace. l4l7. RG 19. . < < 

Records relating to elecitrioal appliances installed in various < i~'l 
types of vessels, l90Q-l91'7• 25 feet. Ace. J.4l8. RG 19. . . .. '';>,~' 

Records oi' t.he. Ship~lding Division, consisting of reference .. ~le~i;{ 
maintained by the Division of Logs and Records of the former Engine&rtll(';C 
Bureau, 1890-1935, relatirlg to technical e,nd historical aspects of' na~ ··· 
engineering and including about 1,950 photographic prints. 77 feet. · 
Ace. 1476. RG 19. . 

· · · Plans of naval auxiJ4ary vessels and armed merchantmen acquired for 
· temporary use during the first World War, 1915-if:l. 13 feet. Ace. 1588. 
RG 19. 

Yards and Docks Bureau 

General correspondence files, 1925...J.O, excepting files relating to.. 
contracts and specifications. 340 feet. Ace. 1427. m 71. 

Microfilm copies ot certain records of the Bureau, includipg .,.,,>Arlit 
correspondence, 1920-42, dsi~ correspondence, ·1942...J.3.• co:rrE~S.t:~.onde1lce 
concerning yards and stations, 1920-42, "confidential* 
1918-43, contracts and related correspo~dence, 1925~39, 
ings, maps, and sketches showing layouts of air 
shore ~~~~:P,l:l~nts {"plan files") 1 1876-1941,, colrre:spcm<i~~l)le••.~UJ!~ 

http:Eng:i.Mer:l.ng
http:1940.,.41
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35 mm.). 

tablishments, 1935-43. 

Off~ce of the Secretarz 

ton July 19 1943 
garlc Act ot'Puer~ Rico. 

Office of the Secretarz. 

courts, 1919-43. 

Geological Survez. 

Geological Survez. 

the United States 
metric maps, 1903~. 

Mines Bureau 

National Park Service. 

1938-4,3. Ace. 1495. 

Service, 1939-43. 

Office of the Secret~ 

Solicito~ 8 s Offic~ 
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memoranda concerning the Construction Battalion, February-June 1942, . 
and certain records of the War Plans Division, 1940-42, the Progress Di­
vision, 1942, and the Advance Base Division, 1942. 3,700 rolls (16 and 

Ace. 1488 and 1561. RG 71• 
Additional photographs of construction work at various shore es­

6,100 items. Ace. 1553. RG 71. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

A soUnd recording of the remarks at the opening ~eeting in Washing­
of the President's Committee on Revision of the Or­

6 units. Ace. 1464. RG 48. 

Papers in cases under the war Minerals Relief Act appealed b.Y claim­
ants from the decision of the Secretary of the Interior to the Federal 

16 feet. Ace. 1515. RG 48. 

Gooloa;c Bra.ncl,:! 

General correspondence, 1900-1916, with some correspondence to 
1936; additional field notebooks and sketch books of geologists, 1879­
1940; and accounting_records, 1902-17. 60 feet. Ace. 1586. RG 57. 

To;eographic Branch 

.!dditional original drawings, with contributory field maps and re­
lated materials, of completed "quadranglesn of the topograp?ic map of . 

1930-421 and other large-scale topographic and pl~­
160 feet. Ace. 1395 and 1583. )iG 57. 

Tabulations of employment and accidents in quarries and mines and 
in the metallurgical industry, 1911-36. 35 feet. Ace. 1555. RG 70. 

National Qag!tal Parks 

ACCE..SSIONS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 

correspondence or-various divisions and offices 1913-39 
files previously transferred. 350 feet. Ace. i573. RG '16. 

Agricultural Economics'Bureau 

Nine water-color paintings of the proposed Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
submitted to' the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Commission b.Y Otto R. Egger~,, 
associate and successor of John Russell Pope as architect of the Memorla~, 

RG 42. 

Territories and Island Possessions Division 

Administrative correspondence of the former United States Antarctic 
26 feet. Ace. 1397. RG 126. 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Correspondence and other records, including leases, 1938-39;; ad­
'ninistrative records relating to building construction, maintenance, and 
space assignments, 1926-39; record copies, with supporting memoranda, 
of reg~lations and orders published in the Federal Regts~r. ~936-39; r 
authorizations, commodity regulations, agreements, and oqdes ~ssued unde 

Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933 and later acts, 1933;-39; and 

Schedules of the annual Farm Returns Inquiry, conducted by the 
;r:tsion of Fann Management and Costs, 1922-41, containing data on 
~ncome. 100 feet. Ace. 1572. RG 83. 

General ledgers, 1928-33. 5 feet. Ace. 1589. RG 83. 
Records of the Division of Agricultural Statistics 

monthly rmrrative reports and comments on crop aud farm'condittons 
each State, 1930-34. 10 feet. Ace. 1590. RG 83. 

Agricultural Research Administration. Dairz Industrz Bureau 

General correspondence, 1924-34. 110 teet~ Ace. 1556. 

riculturalResearch Administration. Plant Indust 
Agricultural Engineering Bureau 

Additional correspondence of the Division of Sugar Plant 
tions, 1914-32. 6 feet. Ace. 1496. RG 54. 

Correspondence of the Office of Cotton, Rubber, and Other 
Plants, 1930-34, and copies of letters sent b,y the Office and :l.ts 
cessors, 1904-34. 60 feet. Ace. 1551. RG 54. 


Reports o:f investigations relating to the effects of' sulphur 

on crops in the upper Columbia River Valley, 1927-40, records 

to corn breeding, 1927-32, and 11miscellaneous" correspondence, 

correspondence With State experiment stations, of the Division 

Crops and Diseases, 1919-36. 70 feet. Ace. 1580. RG 54. 


Farm Credit Administration 


Records of liquidated National Farm Loan Associations 
consisting of organization papers, by-laws, resolutions 
ings, and related records; and work papers of auditors ~f t.he E>~ 
tion Section of the Administration relating to 35 liqUidatedNa 
Farm Loan Associations. 85 feet. Ace. 1585. RG 103. 

Foreign A~ricultural Relations Offi~ 

Cable reports of American agricultural attaches and special 
1939-41, containing information on foreign agricultural· production, 
ket trends, prices, and consumption. 10 feet, Ace. 1535. RG 166~ 

Forest Service 

Correspondence relating to the South Platte Forest Reserve 
1905• and the Black Hills National Forest, 1899-1901; newspaper 3 

c.wkPV'...,"l6ll!. 

relating to the Service, 1906-9; and additional official diaries 

district rangers, 1930-32. 5 feet. 'Ace. 1413. RO 95. 


General. files of the Grazing Division, 1920-3'7, and, additioxml 
qrds of the Research Divlsion, consist:l.ng of tables of western range
land areas, 1936. 40 feet. Ace. 1414. RG 95. 

Information Office 

About 570 reels (570,000 feet) of motion-picturefilm
1illustrating agricultural problems and.processes, Withemphi~s1 

crops, livestock, and markets, and including a 
forestry> .. natj;ona~ Parks •.Civllian f:nnaAMrt:~M '"'" 

http:consist:l.ng


TOOH ANNuAL REPORT OF THE .ARCHIVIST92 

tives 

1557. 
· 

and months. 

" 

30 feet. 

ti'ons 3 
mana.gem~t 

feet. 

l.547I 

Ace. 1593. 

War Food Administration. Distribution Office 

correspondence of the former Consumers• Counsel Division of the 
Agricultural Adjustment Administration and the Agrlcult.ural Marketing 

.Administration, 1933-41. 175 feet. Ace. 1.404. RG 1.45. 
Records of the former Surplus Marketing Administration and its prede­

cessors, consisting of correspondence and reports of field.representa­
January-April 1940, narrative reports of State directors of re­

lief,'l936-40, and correspondence of the Direct Distribution Section, 
1933-41, relating to the distribution of surplus commodities by State 
relief agencies. 38 feet.. Ace. 1A5l and 1.45~. RQ 124. 

central files of the Bureau of Agricultural Econo.mics, 1936-40, in­
cluding records relating to the wheat and flour programs; records relat ­
ing to the licensing of public warehouses under the Warehouse Act (191.6) , 
1916-38• and record copies of daily reports of the Market. News Service, 
Food D:L~ribution Administration, 1942-43. 230 feet. Ace. 1534 and 

RG 136. . 
Records of the fomer Division of Fruits and Vegetables of the . 

Agricultural Econoinics Bureau and its J>redecessors, 1916-27, consisting 
of ledgers showing carlOt shipments ,by c01l111.Gdities, counties, stations, 

· 32 feet. Ace. 1545. ltG 136. . 
1 

war Food Administration.· SOil C~ns§rvation Se~ce 

Records of Civilian Coneerv11t.ion Corps camps operated in conjunc­
tion with the Service at Safford1 ',A~z., Leeds, Utah, Monticello, Iowa, 
New Madrid, Mo., and, UempbU,, Tex.·, 1933-:-42, selected as 'J;ypical of the 
drli:!.na.ge-system and. erosion-;control projects o,:r the Corps. 25 feet. 
Acc,h1l394 and 1.474. RG ll4. 

Monthly pr·ogreas reports of research activities, 1942, and records 
·assembled as a "historical file• by the various agencies successively 
concerned with the l~d-utilization program of the Department, 1933-42. 

Ace. 1415. RG U4. . . . 
Selected corriispondenoe of area, project, and State coordinator'! 1 

offices (pow closed}. :1935-42, in Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, 
Wyoming, and 'Montana' relatipg to information .and education, camp~ opera­

sta"s relations, dgr~>nOJIIY, biology, cartograpey, forestry, land 
and prog,riUIIi and policies; and additional records of the 

regional offices at Rapltd City, s. Dak., .and at Spartanburg, S. C., and 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps Administrator at Lincoln, Nebr. 120 

Ace. 1533 and 1558. RG ll4· ' 
., About 2,000 charts showing the org~za.tion and functions· of the 

variqus offices and pro,ects of the Service, 1935-39. 16 feet. Ace. 
RG 114~ . ~ -"' ti f

Photographs liiB.de or accumulated by the Div:l,sion of r.....qrma on o 
the regional office at Rapid City, S. Dak., ,1.935-39, illus;trative of 
ao~l-eonservation operations and drf-land agriculture. 3,000 itel1'1B. 

RG ll4. "' the orr-
Additional central correspondence, 1933-41; records o... J.ce 

of the Chief of Research including correspondence, reports, and work 
plans; and recorda relating to lands and title to lands acquired by the 
Service, 1933-39. 255 feet. Ace. 1597. RG 114. 

DEPARTMENT OF COUMJmCE 

Office of the Secret!EY• Personnel Management and SuE?rvision DivisioE 

Personnel records of former employees of the Department who were 

born before 1878 and of those who died or retired, 1937-43. 54 feet. 

~cc. 1528. RG 40. 
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Coast and Geodetic SUrv!f 

Printed maps, with dated manuscript annotations that are not in­
dividually identifiable in later printed edi tiona, of the coastal waters 
of the United States, 1908-32. 2,787 items. Ace. 1485. RG 23. . 

SeiBl1'lograms from United States stations and seismological registers
from stations in all parts of the world, 1940-41. 27 feet •co 1"44 
RG 23. • ... • "' ~. 

Foreig! and Domestic Commerce Bureau 

Pay-roll vouchers, 1936-37, of the Division of Industrial .Eoonom,..
ica. l foot. Ace. 1577. RQ 151. 

Weather Bureau 

Additional monthly weather reports from cooperative observers 
1893-1938; miscellaneous records of meteorological observations prior 
to 1935, supplementing files previously transferred; and solar and s11;y 
radiation data recorded at Madison, Wis•• 19ll-39. 330 feet •no 
~.RQ~ • ·-· 

OTHER AGENCIES 

Civil Service Commission 

.Microfilmed records {16 mm.), o0mpris:l,ng t~ Civil Service Re~i~~~eni~ 
"accrued annuity files" relating to about 50,000 deceased 
1920-:39, and tta.ccumulated deduction files" relating to about 54,000 em-. 
ployees who died before reaching retirement age, 1922-42. 1,207 roU.s.
Ace. 1530. RG 146. . 

Transcripts of news and commentary broadcasts spon8ored ~ 
neutral, and United Nations governments abroad and recorded ~ the 
ice, together Viith edited abstracts, daily and special reports • ~-. 
ries, evaluations, and interpretations, 1943; and soood recordings. ot 
such broadcasts, April 1941-December 1942. 108 feet and about .30,100 
units. Ace. 1402, 1523, 1568, and 1595. RG 173. 

Sound recordings of radio broadcasts from Berlin, consisting of 
speeches by Goebbels, April 19, 1943, and by Goebbels and Hitler, M.!i.;Y 7, 
1943, with transcripts in English, and by Gauleiter Bohle, Jooe .26... 1943,, 
with a transcript in German. 8 units. Ace. 146.3. RG 173. · · ­

~ederal Security Agencz. Civilian Conservation Cor2~ 

Records of the Office of the Director, consisting of general corre­
spondence, 1933-39, monthly work progress reports, 1941-42, about .. . 
photographic negatives, prints, and color tra11sparencies showing ac 
ties in Corps Areas I-IX, 1933-42, and records of the Divisions of In­
vestigation and Publi? Relations, 1933-43. 920 feet. Ace~ 1398. RG 35., 

~deral Security Agency. Educatio~ Office 

Records of the Federal Board for Vocational Education, 1917~27,· 
consisting of additional correspondence and reports relating ,to .State ,':• 'i. 

!::0cajet~tonacolned:ud~tceadtiion projgrna.mtsi; ad.=:;tthionat.h1 ~ecokr~ ojf tt~~•~0:~ ·tldU.. ~t~~!l. ·.·•..•••.••···.·•.•.·...·.···.•••.··..·..:....•,..•.·..·•.·.•.·..,.··..·.•.·,.·..··.•.·.:...•..·....·•.. v . ~ n con u c on ,... e ..or ... o ec ~ .................s. ra~;~f:oi!l';·· : . . . 
1936-40, consisting of ;:;:enera1 corresnondence. memorandA and r.,.n<>:rta :;.. · 
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concerning network programs and projects conducted in educational insti ­
tutions, and budget estimatE;~.s; and records relating to the weekly broad­
cast of ttF..ducation in the News," ;t934-42. 75 feet. Ace. 1403. RG 12. 

Federal Security;: Agency. food and Drug Administration 

Manuscripts of published and 'unpublished studies, with basic data 

and related correspondence, conducted by deceased or retired staff mem­

bers of the Administration and it.s predecessors, 1900-1943. 12 feet. 

Ace. 1591. RG 88. 


Federal Securit;K Agency. National Youth..).dministration Liauidation 

];)ivision 


Records of certain headquarters units of the National Youth Adminis­
t.ration, 1935-43, consisting of instructions to and reports from field 
offices and.projects, project specifications, statistical reports, budget 

. data, correspondence with other Government agencies, and about 51,000 
photographic negatives and prints showing job-training projects. 9QP 
feet. Ace. 1516. RG 119. 

Twenty-four edited silent and sound motion pictures, including 

several in technicolor, and about 40,000 feet of 111ibrary shots, 11 which 

were not used in the release copies, produced by the National Youth Ad­

ministration, 1938-42, to illustrate its program and activities. 421 

units. Ace. 1518. RG 119. 


Federal Trade gommission 

Records of investigations conducted by the Commission, including 
the Fertilizer Investigation, 1922, the Tobacco Investig~tion, 1925, the 
Cottonseed Investigation, 1927, and the Steel Code Investigation, 1934; 
and a card index to the fi~es of the Docket Section, 1915-32. 10 feet-
Ace. 1462. RG 122. . , 

Correspondence files, 1932-36, for dockets 2000-2999, except for 

files relating to cases still pending. 325 feet. Ace. 1494. RG 122. 


Federal Works Agency. Work Projects !dministrat1oq~ N!quidation 

Division 


A 16 mm. microfilm copy (10 rolls) of a bibliography, compiled by 

a New f6rk City Work Projects Administration project between 1935 and 

1942, bf materials relating to territories and outlying possessions of 

.the United states. Aoc. 1383. RG 69. 


Records of the Division of Airways and Airports, Work Projects Ad­
ministration, 1934-41, consisting of correspondence, memoranda, reports, 
and maps relating to airway and airport projects, including projects on 
which construction was never undertaken, and additional maps and related 
papers of the Division of Project .Control, 1939-42. 74 feet. Ace. 
1390. RG 69. 

All general and divisional files not previously transferred of the 
Washington Office of the Work Projects Administration and its predeces­
l'lors, 1933-43,, including records of the Division of Investigations, ex­
cept files relating to currently active cases. 2;?00 feet. Ace. 1391. 
RG 69. . 

Compilation maps used by New York City Work Projects Administration 
Project 665-97-3-27 in preparing a large-Rcale relief model of the United 
States. 1,927 items. Ace. 1444. RG 69. 

Records of the Work Projects Administration SUrvey of Federal Ar­
chives, 1936-42, consisting of administrative correspondence of the na­
tional office and some of the State offices, 1936-40, field reports on. 
Federal records in the States, uppublished volumes of the Inventory of 
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~ral Archiv~s_!n the Sta~~ and of abstracts of ship registers 
enrollments, and lists. and indexes of Federal records, agencies, 
positories in the States. 850 feet. Ace. 1479. RG 69. 

Library ·or Congress. Manuscripts Division 

Records of the Spanish Governors of Puerto Rico, 1750-1898. 
feet. Ace. 1478. RG 186. 

Maritime Commission 

Records. of various ad!ninistrative units and. officials of the prede~ 
cessor agenq1es of the Commission, 1917-36, cons1sting of records'of the 
Insurance, Maintenance and Repair, Passenger Transportation and Housing .. 
Purchase and f>upply, Ship Sales, and Central Records and Information 1, 
Divisions and. the Operating and Advertising Departments of the Emergena,i
Fleet Corporation and of the Field Information, Finance, Legal, and R!!!gu;' 
lations Divisions and the Research Bureau of the Shipping Board and its 
successor, the Shipping Board Bureau of the Conunerce Department. 1,47$ ;; 
feet. Ace. 1382. RG 32. 

Financial and accounting records of the former Emergency Fleet. cor..;;; 
poration, 1917-36, comprising all such recorda not previously trans.. . .. / 
ferred except those relating to contractual obligations not terminated,' ;: 
by the latter date, consisting of records of the General Comptroller'~~;;.;: 
Department, the General Comptroller for Construction, the General comp.-;/i) 
troller for Operations, the Office of the Treasurer, the Division of •·· •·•··•·•
Finance, the Chief Cost and Budget Accountant, and additional files re""r : 
1ating to claims cases. 1,555 feet.· Ace. 1386. RG 32. .· · 

Papers in closed litigation cases (5155-5211), 1917-43. 9 feet. ·· 
Ace. 144.3. RG 178•. 

Personnel records of deck officers, stewards, and engineers who_ > • 
served on vessels owned or operated by or for the Shipping Board and :t.J;~ • 
Emergency Fleet_ Corporation, 191?-36, with cards showing officer compl~7{ 
menta of vessels. 177 feet. Ace. 1504 •. RG,32. 

National Housing Agency 

Records of the former Central Housing Committee, 1935-42, consist. ­
ing of minutes of meetings, correspondence, and reports. 57 feet. J\cc·;.:; 
1531. RG 207. 

National Labor Relations Board 

Transcripts, with exhibits, of hearings held by trial examiners in :. 
the field and by the Board in Washington, 1935-41. 650 feet. Ace. 1594• 
RG 25. 

National Research Council 

General files of the headquarters office of the Research Informa­
tion Committee, 1917-21, relating to the interchange of scientific, 
technical, and industrial research information among the Allied Govern­
ments. 29 feet. Ace. 1503. RG 189. 

President's Committee on Civil Service Imnrovement 

Recorda of the Colllllittee, 1939-41, consisting of reports .and ~11\lt.~~•. 
of proceedings, final and other reports, hearing,s, press'releases, ..../::'0 
tistical and other special studies, and reports of various advi$().. 
mittees to the Committee concerning particular professions. 10 f~ 
Ace. 150.2. RG 146. 



TENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THI ARCHIVIST 

Frice Administratton Office 

J!istories of local war price and rationing boards; January 5, 1942­
January 5, 1944, prepared by the boards at the request of the headquarters 
office to commemorate their second ~versary. 4 feet. Ace. 1500. RG 
188. 

RailrO§d Retirement Board 

Records of the Bureau of Wage and Service Records, consisting of a 
16 :fnm. microfilm copy of carrier-employee registration cards :for account 
numbers under the system of retirement benefits, 1937-4.3. 297 rolls. 
Ace, 1453. RG 184. , 

Selective Service §ystem 

Correspondence with,priva~' persons concerning the administration, 
policies, and personnel of the System, l940-42. 11 feet. leo. 1461. 
RG 147. 

Veterans' Administration 

Additional personnel files of former employees of the Administra­
tion and predecessor agencies who were separated from the s.ervioe be­
tween April 5, 1907, and December 31, 1940. 2 feet. Ace. 1449. RG 15. 

Papers concerning additional closed pension c1aime of veterans, 
their 'flidows, and dependents, 1861-1943 • based on military and naval 
service during the years 1817-1917. 5 feet. Ace. 1450. RG 15. 

Papers relating to over 250,000 noncurrent cases, 1918-42, pertain­
ing tc claims for disability and death benefits based on service in the 
first World War, with card indexes. 10,340 feet. Ace. 1454. RG 15. 

Register of authorizations by the S~cretaries of War and the Navy 
to the Commis~oner of Pensions, 1916-24, placing the ~es of veterans 
on the Medal of Honor Roll under the Act of April.27, 1916, and an in­
ventor,r of marriage and vital-statistics records and their custodians 
in the municipalities of the Philippine Islands, received by the Com­
missioner in 1930. 3 feet. !co. 1466. RG 15. 

Pension award card~ showing quarterly or monthly payments ~o veter­
,ans and their dependents, 1908-33, administrative and policy files of\ 
the Personnel Division of the Bureau of Pensions, 1895-1930, correspond~ 
ence with and concerning the local,bcards of examining surgeons of the 
Medical Division of the Bureau of Pensions, 1893-1930, and decisions, 
instructions, and circular orders and correspondence, relating to veter­
ans' affairs, 1894-1932. 510 feet. Ace. 1493 and 1574. RG 15. 

PRIVATE Gil''TS 

M~>tion Pictures 

Histo:ry: and treatment of venereal diseases. 191B-42. lii'I'he End of 
the Road,~ produced under the supervision of the Surgeon General of the 
;.;rrq, 1918, and four educational sound motion pictures, produced or 
sponsored b,y the donor, entitled ~Health Is a Victory,~ @In Defense of 
the Nation," "Plain Facts,~~t and %With These '\11eapons.'~ Presented by the 
American Social HYgiene Association, Inc. 11 units. Ace. 1507. RG 200. 

East African_s!£edi.tion. 1924. Motion pictures taken by the donor 
as a representative of the Bureau of Plant Industry, Department of Agri-' 
culture, on the expedition of the Phelps-Stokes Educational Commission 
across East Africa, showing the agricultural and conmerc:j.al pursuits of 
the reidon, ·mth some emphasis on plants suitable for cultivation in the 

United States. 

RG 200. 


l>The March of Time,~t l939-4'. Fifty-four .sound motion picture13 
produced by the donor. pre13ented by the March of Time. Ace. 1388 and · 
1602. RG 200. 

, ~>Precision N'aval Machi.miry for Victocy.'! 1942. A 2-reel sound 
motion picture produced by Scientific Films, Inc., under the sponsorship 
of the donor with the approval and cooperation of the United States .Navy. 
Presented by the Northern Pump Co., Minneapolis, Minn. Ace. 1445. RG 
200. 

Wartime motion pictures. 1942-43. Nine l~reel sound motion pic.., 
,tures, chiefly in technicolor, produced by the donor. Presented by 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. Ace. 1601. RG 200. 

•Hidden Hunger." 1943•. A 2-reel sound motion picture distributed 
by the Federal Security Agency in its National Nutrition Program tc pro.: 
mote the conservation of vitamins in cooking. Presented by Swift and • 
Go. Ace. 1428. RG 200. 

"W.ssion to Moscow.• 1943. A 12-reel sound motion picture 'based. 
on Joseph E. Davies 1 service as Ambassador to Russia, 1936-38. Pre~ 
11ented by Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc. Ace. 1467, RG 200. 

Current events. April 1943-June 1944. A seriAs of 134 news reels. 
Presented by Paramount News. Ace. l5l3, 1564,and 1600. RG 200. 

Sound Recordings 

Radio interviews. 1942-43. Sound recordings of interviews with 
G~pts. Charles Malec and Robert storz, Jr., and Lt. Hiram :Messmore, air 
combat. l!lervice ve.terans from the cmaha, Nebr., area. Presented by Radio 
Station WOW', Inc., Onaha, Nebr. 3 units;. Ace. 1546. RG 201. 
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