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The Bill of Rights, the rst t namendments to the Constitution, protects the rights
of American citizens. = 3 Tti--i.#*. N
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Although it is not part of the Bill of Rights, this amendment is
vitally 1mportant because it allowed the Supreme Court to apply
the rights in the first ten amendments to the states. Originally,
the Bill of Rights applied only to the Federal government.

“WE MIGHT AS WELL REQUIRE A MAN TO
WEAR STILL THE COAT WHICH FITTED HIM
WHEN A BOY, AS CIVILIZED SOCIETY TO
REMAIN EVER UNDER THE REGIMEN OF THEIR
BARBAROUS ANCESTORS.”

— THOMAS JEFFERSON, 1816

wHAT Is INCORPORATION?

Throughout the 20th century, the Supreme Court used the Due
Process Clause of the 14th Amendment to apply most of the Bill of
Rights to the states thereby expanding the protections under the
Bill of Rights-a process known as incorporation.
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