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1. Gen. Adel Vilas, commender of the Fifth Brigede and
head of the Army's antli-guerrilla efforts in Tucuman

%gﬁ Province, gave a press conference on May 23. It was only
POL-3 & i
POL;R the second time that journaliste have been allowed
gggg in the area since the operation began on Feb. 9.
USDAO Vilas claimed thet 350 members of the ERP had been
MIIGP-2
igéig killed, captured or wounded during that pericd, and
RF that 390 guerrilla camps had been discovered. He
CHRON

emphasized that this was done with a force of only
1,500 men and with the support of the looal populace.
No indication was given of how much longer the
operation would last. |

2.

Comment: Vilas did not break down the figure

of 350 into how many were killed, wounded and
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r-detained. Since 350 ”sﬁSPected" terrorists can

be rounded up in an hour or two, it is difficult

to interpret the Tigure. DAOErepo‘rﬁ" """""
would indicate that less than 50 have been killed.
Of the detainees, how many are really terrorists
is impossible %o say. Vilasgsemphasis on the low
number of troops uged is in part an abttempt to
convince the Army as a whole of the success of the
éperation. Many officers have complained that

two or three times that number were Jc'eea,.'J_Zl_'jr necessary.
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