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I,REALLY HNOWS WHAT HﬁPPENEﬂ TO MANY OF THE PERSONS |MUOLUéd

" [JevEN THOUGH MANY PEOPLE ARE AMARE THAT THESE KILL 1NGS
“JOOK PLACE, THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES SIMPLY CANNOT AOMIT

1Y — Jominiver
"C. ACCOUNTING FOR THE DISAPPEARED;  Th
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ARGENTINE ARMY LEADERSHIP FULLY REALIZES THAT A FRAMK ANQUER
CAN NEVER BE GIVEN ABOUT THE DISAPPEARED BEGAUSE HC ONE

THOUSANDS OF SUBVERSIVES WERE EITHER KILLED
IK ACTION QR SUHHARILY EXECUTED AFTER BEING CAPTURE IN AITI-
TERRORIST RDUNUUPS BY THE SECURITY FORCES;
PERSONS HiRE SHOT AKD TREIR BODIES WERE DISPOSED OF WLTHDUT
THE IR IUENTITIES HAV!NG BEEN CLEARLY ESTABL ISHED.

?UBLICL¥ THAT THIS Y?PE OF ACTION WAS COMDGHED BY OFFICIRL
POLICV DURING THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISH.
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" BAD BEEN RELEASED AT ABOUT ‘2108 HQURS LOCAL.
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SUBJECT: W&, APPARENT: TENPORARY D1SAPPEARANCES

(FRIEDMAN, T.B.) OR-P

REF: FRIEDNAN-WHITMAN TELCONS'

i. M. SUNMARY: AS THE DEPARTHENT KHOWS, TWO ARGENTINE MALES WERE
TNE VICTINS OF WHAT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN A TEHPORARY DISAPPEARANGE,
THEY VERE REPCRTEDLY SEIZED AT THEIR HOMES IN FROMNT QF WITHESSES
HARCH 11 AND MARCH 12 BY ARMED MEM WHO REFUSED T IDENTIFY
THEMSELVES. THEY WERE PLACED IN CARS AMD DRIVEN AWAY WITH THEIR
HEADS COVERED BY SACKS. SUBSEQUENTLY, THEIR RELATIVES WERE UNASLE
TO LOCATE THEM [N ANY PLACE OF DETEMTION, THE EMBASSY YAS

INFORMED OF THESE REPORTED EVENTS MARCH 14. WE RELAYED THEM TO THE
STAFF OF PRESIDENT vIDELA[
| — ‘THERE WAS HO NEED TO ELABORATE ON HOW
THESE REPORTED EVENTS COULD CLOUD VICLA'S TRIP 7O THE L. S, IN

THE HEANTIME, THE FATHER OF ONE OF THE MISSING MEN WAS IN TOUCH
WITH RUHAN RIGHTS GROUPS HERE AND THROUGH THEM TO THE LOCAL PRESS
AND TO IKTERESTED PARTIES_OUTSIDE ARGENTINA, WE WERE ABVISED LATE
MARGH 14 BY THIS FATHER THAT HIS SON AND THE OTHER MISSING MAM
BOTH MEN WERE AT
THEIR RESPECTIVE HOMES, HE SAID. HOWEVER, NEITHER THE FAMILY
NQR ANYBODY ELSE WETH WHOM WE HAVE BEEM |M TOUGH HAS YET BEEH
ABLE TQ CONFIRM THAT THE OTHER HAN HAS BEEM FREED; H15 SOH WaS
BADLY HISTREATED WHILE [N CUSTORY, THE FATHER ALLEGES. WE DO HOT
KHOW AT THES POINT MHAT WAS THE IHMECIATE HOTIVATICH FOR THESE
ARRESTS CR WHAT MAY HAVE YAKEN PLACE VITHIH THE REGINE, SUCH AS
WHETHER THEY ARE PART OF A PATTCRN WITH EARLIER EVEHTS. EUT THE
GIRCUMSTANCES (NOTABLY THE RESUMPTION OF THIS PRACTICE, &FTER
A HUMBER OF MONTHS, ON THE EVE OF VIOLA*S VISIT) STRONGLY SUG~
GEST THIS. THE HMOST LIKELY HYPOTHESIS, ME CONCLUDE, 1S THAT THESE
DETENTIONS HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED BY THE SAME MAN WHO APPROVED THE
ARRESTS OF THE HUMAN RYGHTS ACTIVISTS TWD WEEKS AGO AND THE BRIEF
JAILING OF THE MOTHERS OF THE PLAZA DEL MAYO MARCH 12. IF SO,
THE ULTIMATE TARGET WAS PRESIOENT-DESIGNATE VIOLA AMD THE PURPOSE
HOULD HAVE BEEN TO REAFFIRM A KARD-1[HE ON THE REGINME'S [NTERMAL
SEGURITY PRACTICES, VENTILATE DISPLEASURE, AND EMBARRASS viOLA
AS HE SETS OUT QH HIS VISIT 70 THE US. END SUNMARY,

2. W) EARLY MARGCK 14 THE EMEASSY W53 INFORMED BY LOCAL HUHAN
RIGHTS ACTIVISTS OF THE REPORTED DETENTION OF TWO YOUNG MEN N
CIRCUMSTANGES THAT HAD ALL THE HALLMARKS OF PAST DISAPPEARAMCES
AS THE DAY WENT ALONG INCREASING DETAILS EMERGED. THE TWO
INDIVIDUALS INVOLYED WERE JORGE MAGHING AND HECTOR FINON. THOUGH
HAGHIND'S FAMILY FILED A KABEAS CORPUS |4 BEWALF GF THEIR SOH,
FINON'S FATHER WAS FAR MORE ACTIVE |N SPREABING WORD OF THE YOUNG
MEN'S APPARENT DISAPPEARANCES. KE IS THE ULTIMATE SOURCE OF MOST
OF WHAT WE NOW KNOW

3. {U) THE EVENTS WERE AS FOLLOWS

A, ON MARCH L1 ARMED MEM IN CIVIL{AN CLOTHES ARRIVED IN THE
EARLY MORNING AT THE HOME OF HAGNIHO, LGCATED N THE BUENOS AIRES
WORKING CLASS SUBURB OF HAEDO. WITHOUT (DEATIFYING THEMSELVES,
THEY TOOK MAGNINO OFF IN A CAR WITH HIS KEAD COVERED BY A SACH.
MAGNING™S WIFE WITNESSED THIS PROCEDURE.

B. ALSO ON MARCH 11, BUT LATER, & GROUP OF ARMED MEM ALSO DRESSED
IN CIVELIAN CLOTHES SEARCHED TAE HOME OF MAGHINO’S MOTHER-1N-LAW
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BUT DIk NOT SEIZE ANYRCDY

C. OH MARCH 12, A GROUP OF ABQUT 60 ARMED HEN, OREGSED IH GIVilLian
CLOTHES WHO REFUSED TQ (DENTIFY THEMSELVES SEALED OFF THE

ARER AROUND THE HOWE OF JOSE PINOM, WHERE H1S SON HECTOR LIVES
WHICK 1S ALSO LOCATED IR HAEDO. AFTER SEARCHING A HONE 1N

FRONT OF THE PIHOW RESIDENCE THEY EHTERED THE LATTER. WHEN THE
YQUNGER PUHOM ARRIVED HOME THE MEM BETAINED HIM, DRIVIHG WIM OFF
WITH HIS HEAD COVERED. THE FATHER CLAIMS THAT THE RAIDERS ALSO

TOOK ITEMS OF VALUE FROM THE KOHE.
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4, hQ THE ELDER PIMON TOLD US THAT HIS SON AND HMAGNINO WORKED
IN THE SAME LEATHER 600DS FACTORY. HE DENWIED THAT Hi§ SON HAD
ANY FOLITIGAL QR LABOR AFFILIATION THAT WOULD EXPLAIN HIS SEEHING
PETEWTAON, ALL CONVERSATIQNS MITHW HIM HAVE BEEW BY PHONE AND
THEREFORE CIRCUMSPECT. WE HOPE 70 SEE HiM PERSOMALLY SOCH TO
LEARE MORE. I(HOWEVER, WE UNDERSTAHD THAT THE PEOPLE HOLDING HIS
SON WERE MOST INTERESTED IN LOCATING ANOTHER ONE OF THE PINON
SONS. TH{S OTEER SON ACCORDIHG TO PINOM |S ONE OF THE LEABERS OF
THE WORKERS AT THE GANTABRICA STEEWORKERS WHO ARE MAKING A VERY
NOISY PUBLTC PROTEST CUER THE CLOSING FOR ECONOMIC REASCHS'

OF THE CAHIABRICA PLANT. OME DELEGATICH OF GANTABR{CA WORKERS
WAS RECE!IVED BY TKE POPE.)

5. W8 REPORTEDLY, THE PINOH AND MAGNING FAHILIES IMMEDIATELY
BEGAN TO LOOK FOR THE TWG MISSING MEN, POLIGE DENIED HOLDING
THEM. ULTIHATELY, PINON, AT LEAST, CONTACTED LOCAL HUMAN RIGHTS
CRGANIZATIONS, |T WAS THROUGH THEM ON MARCH 14 THAT WE FIRST
HEARD OF THESE EVENTS. [N QUR EXPERIENCE A LAG OF 48 TO T2 HOURS
BETWEEN THE THME R PERSCMN IS THE VICTIM OF AN APPARENT DISAPPEAR-
ANCE AND FHE HOMEMT KUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS BEGIN TO RAJSE ALARMS
15 NCT AT ALL UHUSUAL. IT WAS APPAREMT, TO, THAT LOCAL KUMAM
RIGHTS ACTIVISTS WERE ALERTING THE LOCAL PRESS AS WELL AS INTER-
NATIONAL CONTACTS TO THESE EVENTS. (SOME OF THE BUENOS AIRES PAPERS
REPORTED THESE DISAPPEARANGES MARCH 15. THE RELEASE WAS REPORTED
HARCH 16.)

6. THE _EHMBASSY CONTACTED A MEMER OF PRESIDENT VIDELA'S STAFF

TO DESCRIBE THE EVENYTS ABOVE. THERE WAS NO NEED 7O ELABORATE ON -
KOW SUCH APPARENT DISRKPPEARNCES, UNLESS CLEARED UP RAPIDLY, COULD
SOUR THE PUBLIC CLIMATE FOR VIOLA’S VISIT. N SUBSEQUENT CONVER-

SATIONS IT SEEMED CLEAR THAT OUR CALLS HAD ALERTEQ THE PRESIDENCY
AND VIOLA"S TEAM TO THE PROBLEM AND THAT ONCE ALERTED THEY

WERE MOVING TQ RESOLVE IT.

7. (U) AT ABCUT HIDHIGHT MARCH 15 THE EMBASSY LEARMED FRGM THE
ELDER PINCH THAT HIS SON WAS WITH HIM AT THEIR HOME. HE SAID
THAT THE YOUNG MAK HAD BEEM RELEASED BY KIS CAPTORS N AN EMPTY
FIELD AT ABOUT 2108 HOURS THAT EVENING. AS THEY LET KIM GO THEY
REPORTEOLY TOLD HIM “GET GOING. ANC TELL YOUR FATHER NOT T0
HAKE S0 MUCH NOISE." THE SON STATED THAT HAGNING WAS APPARENTLY
RELEASED AT THE SAME TiME. THE FATHER REPGRTED THAT KiS SON WAS
“BADLY TORTURED" DURING H{S DETENTION. (WE HAVE MO INDEPENDENT
CONFIRHATION THAT MAGNINO WAS RELEASED.)

8. W, COMMENT: THERE ($ MUCH MISSING FRON OUR UNDERSTANDING OF
THIS EPISODE, AS DISTINCT FROM OTHERS OF THE PAST TWO WEEKS WKERE
THE POLICE AMD CQURTS WERE OSTENSIBLY INVOLVEC. IN THE COURSE OF
THE COMiNG WEEK WE MAY LEARN MORE. T 1§ POSSIBLE TO SPECULATE
THAT IT WAS A FABRIGATION, THAT IT WAS THE WORK OF THE LEFT OR
THE MONTOMEROS; THAT IT WAS THE WORK OF SOME POLITICAL OPPONENTS
OF THE GOVERNMENT QUTSIGE THE GOVERNMENT, OR THAT IT WAS THE HORK
OF ELEMENTS IN THE SECURITY FORCES. ANY OF THESE GROUPS, OF
COURSE, MIGHT WANT TO EMBARRASS THE GOA AHD VIOLA OH THE EVE OF
VIOLA'S VISIT TO THE U.S. AT THIS WRITIHG WE ARE INCLINED TO SEE
THE SECURITY FORCES AS THE PROBABLE AUTHORS, |F THE ELDER PINON'S
- ACCOUNT IS ACCURATE, THERE ARE TQO MAMY ALLEGED WITHESSES TO
THESE EVENTS ESPECEALLY M A COUNTRY WHERE FEAR IS STILL A VERY
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REAL, IF REDUGED, ELEMEWY FOR IT TO BE A FABRICATION; AND THE
NUMBERS OF PECPLE ALLEGEDLY INVOLYED IN THE BRRESTS MOULD SEEM

TO PUT THEM BEYOND THE REACH OF THE HONHTOMEROS WHQ APPEAR TO KAVE
FEW IF AWY OPERATIVES IN THE COUNTRY. IT SEEMS TO US UNL IXELY
THAT THE GOA’S CIVILIAN POLITICAL CPPOMENTS WOULD HAVE THE

WILL, THE COURAGE, AND THE CRGANIZATION TO CARRY OUT WHAT APPEARS

70 HAVE BEEN A'FAIRLY LARGE AND EXTENSIVE OPERATION

3. Tbi THAT LEAVES ELEHENTS IN THE SECURITY FORCES, THE ARREST
OF THE SIX HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS FROM CELS AND THE BRIEF DE-
TENTION OF THE HOTRERS, ACTS THRT A4S WE HAVE NOTED COULD ONLY
BEEM CARRIED OUT UHDER THE PRTECTION OF SOMEBGDY HIGH IN GOVERN-
MENT, HOURISH OUR SUSPICION. THUS, THERE EXISTS THE DISTINCT POS-
StBILITY THAT THIS OPERATION FORMS PART OF A PATTERN, AMD WAS
CARRIED OUT WITH THE CONSENT OF ELEMENTS IN THE GOVERMMENT
[ENTERIOR), OR THE ARMY AND THE TW0 OTHER SERVICES. F SO,

THE DETENTIONS MAY REFLECT UNHAPPINESS AND UNERSE WITH VIOLA'S
TRIP, A DESIRE TO REAFFIRH HARD-LIHE INTERWAL SECURITY PRACTIGES,
OR EVEN TO DELIBERATELY CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR--~AHD WEAKEN--VIOLA
PERSONALLY AS HE BEGIHS HIS WASHINGTON CONSULTATIONS

18. (c} FINAL HOTE. |
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