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SUBSECT U} TERRORIST THREAT IN ARGENTINA

SUMMARY: LIMITEN NUMBERS DF MONTONERD TERRORISTS ARE
CAPABLE OF REPEATING SPECTACULAR ACTS LIKE THE BOMBING OF
THE HOME OF WALTER KLEIN. IT IS LIKELY THAT THE GOA WiLL
EVENTUALLY DESTROY THE MEW MONTONERQ CELLS. THERE IS &
DANGER THAT TERRGRIST ACTICMS WILL BE £XPLOITED BY THE
MILITARY OPPONENTS OF GEWERAL VIOLA AND PRESIDERT VIDELA
TG JUSTIFY BHD BRING AEOUT A RETUAN TO WIDESEREAD REPRES-
S10N, AN OUTCOME THE TERRGRISTS ARE HOPING FOR. HOWEVER,
IN AN OCTOBER 23 SPEECH GEHERAL VIDLA FORESWORE SUCH
TACTICS, BESCRIEING THE TERRORISTS A3 REMMANTS AND GEN-
RALLY TRY14G TO REASSURE THE PUELIC THAT THE GOA HAS THE
SITUATION WELL IN HEND. IT IS IW THE USG'S INTEREST THAT
VIDELA'S REASSURING YIEW BY PROVEN RIGHT OYER THE NEXT
SEVERAL MOMTHS. END SUHMARY
1. b\ms ARGENTINE LEADERSKIP HAS ATTEMPTED YO SET FORTH
A COHEREMT PUBLIC STATEMENT OF THE CURRENT TERRORIST THREAT
IN ARGENTIMNA AND THE GOVERNHENT'S INTERTIGHS TH REETING
THE THREAT. _THE EXPLAHTIONS CAME OCTOBER 22, WHEN ARMY
COMMANDER GEMERAL VIOLA RELEASED A SUHMARY REFORT OF THE
GOVERNMENT™§ INYESTIGATION INTG THE ATTACK ON WALTER WLEIN
G40 H1S FAMILY. VIOLA®S ACTION SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN
MGTIVATED BY THE CONTINUED RUMORS AND SPECULATION ABOUT
THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KLEIN ATTEMPT

2. (U} THE MAIN POINTS MADE BY VICLA WERE:

~THE HGMIOHERGS ARE ENGAGED IN & "COUHTERATTACKING®
CAMPATGN DEGLOED.MRGN.BY_THE MQVEMENT 'S LEADERSHIP _ABRUT .
A YEAR AGO. HCWEVER, THE SITUATION iS NOT THE SiME A5

)T WAS IN 19766-1977, SINCE “TERRORISH 1S MO LOUSER A
COMMOK PRACTICE IN THE COUMTRY" £HD TERRORISTS ARE NO
MORE THAN “RESIDUAL ELEHENTS" 8MD "SMELL GROUPS™
-MONTQNERD TERRCRISTS WHO HAVE RE-INFILTRATED ARGEMTINHA
CPERATE !N TWO HINDS OF ORGAMIIATIONS. THE FIRST ARE
"SPECIAL AGITATION TRGOPS™, WHOSE FROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES
INGLUDE THE INFILTRATIOH OF UNIONS AND STUDEWT GROUPS-
"T0-PROMGTE STRIKES"&HD DISSENT. VIOLA AL$D STATED

THAT THE PROPAGANDA UNITS OPERATE SHALL MCBILE R2DIO
IRANSMITIERS UNICK THEY HAVE USED [N BUEMOS AIRES, SANTA
FE 4ND CORDOBA TO INTERRUPT TELEVISICH BROADCASTS WITH
MONTONERD PROPAGANDA. THE SECOHD KIMD OF HONTONEROQ GRCUP-
ENG §S THAT "SPECIAL INFENTRY TROOPS™, WHG CARAY OUT
TERRORIST STTACHS LIRE THAT AGAINST KLEIN,

-THE "WAR AGAINST SUBVERSIVES...WILL BE GIRECTED EXCLUS-
FVELY AGRINST SUBVERSIVES &ND NO... INDISCRIMINANTLY AGAINST
ALL GITIIENS. ™

~-THE PRESS HAS SOMETIMES HANDLED QUESTIONS OF TERRORISHM
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AND DISAPPEARANCES [N AN ERRESPONSIBLE MEMNNHER WHICH HAS
FAVORED THE TERRCRISTS.

3. U} IN ESSENCE THE COMMUNIQUE wIOLA RELEASED STATES
THAT THE KLEIN ATTACK WAS CAZRIED CUT BY A MONTOHERO
“SPECIAL INFANTRY™ UN[T LED BY RAUL CLENMENTE YAGQUER. N
THIS COMNHECTION 2 LONS CURRIZULUM VITEE ON YAOQUER Weg RE-
LEASED DENMCHSTRATING PARTICULARLY HIS UNIVERSITY 2330CIA--
TIQHS AS STUGEWT aND TERCHER AGAINST 3 BACKGROUNED OF

ALLEGATIONS OF SAVASE ATTACKS CH THE SOCIETY. . EO25xl

4. () CONMENT: VIOLA'S REMARKS COICIBE GEMERALLY

WITH REPQRIS WE HAVE BEENREZEIVING THRSUGH BEGIN HOFORM)
EMBASSY o UEGAL ATTAHCE (END NOFGRID SOURCES FOR
SOME TIHE. THESE REPCRTS SWETCH THE GCA° 2 VIEW 9F ad
EFFORT BY hONTONERDS TG CCHEOUCT SUSTAIMNED OPERATICMNZIN
ARGENT & THORQUGH THE ©SE COF TERRCRIST AMD &&7aTION EQUEDS,A
A5 CESCRIBED BY VEDLA. THESE REPORTS GEMERALLY SUGGEST

& GOA BELIEF THAT BETWEEM 200 &uD 303 HAOMTONEROS MAY §E
AVAILABLE FOR THESE OPERATIONS, SFTER TRAIMING IN WHAT THE
GOA BELIEVES TO EE PLO TRAINIHG CAMPOS IN LEBAKGH AND
AFRICA. .

5. ™\ WE ORGINALLY RECEJVED THE GOA IHFORMATION AMD
INTERPRETATIONS WITH SOME SKEFTICESH. HGWEWER, ACCUMULAT-
ING DETAILS TQGETHER WITH TRE ATTACK OM THE KLEIN RESID-
ENCE RAVE CAUSED US TO REAPPRAISE OUR POSITION. WE MOW
BRE IMCLINED TC ACCEPT THE GEMERAL LINES CF THE GOa'$
ANALYSIS: THAT THE MONTGHERGS WERE RESPOHMSIBLE FOR THE
KLEIN BOMBING; THAT THE BOMBING WAS FRRT OF & GENERRL
"COUHTERATTACK" PLANNED ANMD DIRECTED BY THE MOMTONERCS;
THAT ALTHOUGK THE MONTONEROS® MEANS ARE LIM{ITED THEY ARE
CAPABLE OF SUSTEINING PERIODC ATTACKS; RHD THAT THEY
WILL PRCBABLY COHTINUE THEIR ACTIONS UNLESS ARD UNTIL
STOPPED BY GOA& SECURITY FORCES

6. ?DL IF THE HOMTOMERGS ARE INOEED ENGAGED IN a NEW
CAMPAIGN OF TERRORISH IT CaM HAVE BUT QNE PURPOSE, THE
CLASSIC CNHE OF TERRGRISTS: 10 BRING ON A WAVE OF RE-
PRESSION THAT WILL TURN THE POPULATIOH AGAINST THE GO4
AHD TOWARDS THE MONTCHNERQS. THE HONTGHERQS CANNOT
REASONABLY ASPIRE TO POPULAR SUPPORT. MOREOVER, WE

THIKK THAT THEQDDS FAVCR THE SECURITY FORCES' EVENTUALLY
TERKIMATING TS LATEST TERRORIST CUTEREAK. INDEED,

THEY HAVE HAD GOGD SUCCESS AGAINST THE PRCPAGANDA
GROUFS, THOUGH MOT YET AGAIKST THE ACTUAL TERRORIZTS

THE CHIEF DANGER IS THAT |F THE TERRORISTS ARE ABLE TO
SCORE "VICTORIES" LIKE THE KLEIH BCMEING QvER THE NEXT
FEW MOWTHS-A TIRE OF CRITICAL MILITARY COMMAHD CHANGES-
THEY COULD SUCCEZD IN THEIR HEAR TERH QBJECTIVE QF CAUSING

SO BEHAL
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THE SECURITY FORCES TQ OPT FOR THE KIND OF WIDESPREAD
REPRESSION THAT VIOLA EXPLICITLY FORESWORE IN HIS SPEECH.

7. M VIOLA AND VIDELA HAVE A MUCH DIFFERENT GAME PLAN
TO SUCCEED THEY MUST BOTH CONVINCE THE PUBLIC THAT THE

~ TERRORIST THREAT IS LIMITED AND UNDER CONTROL AND THE
MILITARY THAT THERE 135 NO TERRORIST CAPABILITY WHICH CAN
JUSTIFY A MASSIVE CRACKDOWN. THEY WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CON-
TINUE .TO DOWNPLAY THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TERRORISTS.-
HOPEFULLY, THE TERRORISTS WILL NOT SE ABLE TO MOUNT MORE
THAN SPORADIC ATTACKS AND THE PRESIDENT AND VIOLA WILL
CONVINCE ALL THAT THE TERRORISTS ARE NO MOE THAN A
RELIC OF THE PAST WHICH INEVITABLY WiLL BE ELIMINATED.
CASTRO
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