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1. Armed Forces are relaxing their control s;)mewhat 28 they i

. f’perceive that there is virtually no opposition to their take-
over. Some roadblocks have been teken down, airline £lights have
resumed, and, most :i.mpprtan-hly:, mil reps told local newsmen.

" this afternoon (Mar 25) that there would be no more prior
censdrs‘hip of press; rather, press simply admonished to show
restraint and responsibility (i.e, self-censorship).

2. Employee‘s of Econ a.nd one other ministry were called in
today and screening Begen-.. Most received clean bills of
health and were told to report to work when ministries re-
opened. A few obvious incompetents were sacked end some,

ageinst whom there was firm evidence of malfeassence, were

CRAFTING DATE N CONTENTS AND CLASSIFICATION APPROVED BY:;

. fiv: -
§oomith ;cc \,,Q_( ? 3/25/76 | 128. | CHARGE:HMcIWoodward.-
j:- H r
5 :MO'Brien (in sn’ostence)&f?‘




g - O 1
A 1AL P PR L I B ]

Classification

Mheld for investigation. Several employees commented
that the;;r Pelt proceedings and findings to have been
most fair (though since those making .comm;en‘h's hed
received clesn bills of health they may not have been
é.l'bogether unbiased).

3. Prison ships, which have been usedseveral times in
past, have been put in service again to handle those
being detainéd by' ne*;\r authorities pending iﬁvestigb,tion.
Mil spokesman told newsmen this afternoon that only
some 500-860 Had been arrested throughout country..

This probably on low side, but, even so, number not

‘believed to be large. Certainly there no evidence of
maseive arrests,

4, FEmbassy's cantects among political partles indicate
they having no problems, ' They expect their parties to
remain intact and are looking forward to cooperating

with new govt. This applies even to great majority

of Peronists., )

5. Emboffs have run into or spoken informally with several
friends in Foreign Mii:istr-y. All well and expecting to

be back at work within next day or s0, Amb Pulit told
Emboff{ whom he saw on sbreet at noon and that he had
already conferred with new FonMin Vanek. He had also

seen ex-FonMin Quijano Mar 24. Quijano reportedly in

l__gocxi spirits and has no problems with ‘new gow.rb.




Classification

Pilit. himself gave impression of man who not worried

about his future,

6. Troops are still in front of all Embassies. Clearly
this was move designed to prévent entry of asylees and
thus avo;d subsequent problems with foreign govts-sﬁch
as those encountered by Chilean govt with Germany

and & number of other states.

7. Change of goﬁt has caused so little disruption in
Argentine end situation now sufficiently tranquil that

Embassy is going off sitrep and reﬁhrning to reporting

G

by regular cable traffic.
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SUBJECT: Army Headquarters Bombed
#CTIONf Sec8tate WASHDC MEDIATE

HRETRR-OPPEEAI-UBS BUENOS AIRES

Army Headquarters bombed at 0735 hours March 15.

1676

Early

reports indiecate 27 mwilitary injured and one captain killed.

Eleven automobiles demolished. Bombs caused considerable
" damage to Ministry of Defense Building and Army Headquarters.

Furthei' details to follow.
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1. The Junta's Flrst.post-coup contacts with local.and
foreign media have iaken place and the fules of the
game are now known to all. [This morning editors of
local newspaﬁers and magazines were cél}ed to Military
‘He;dquarters and presented with a code of '"principles
and proceedures to which the mas; communications media
should strictly adhere.'" These brinclbles inéluded
"defense of the family institéilon; strict respect for
the dignity, honor and reputation of individuals_and
permanent and decisive action against vice and all its

manifestations.“

2.~ Prié%fkéﬁsorship of local newspapers, as deséribed
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M in SITREP 4, 1s now in full operation; Sources at ]
afternoon tabloid LA TARDE informed Embassy Press
0Officer that two items (neither of which was
significant) had been removed by the. censors from
tgyay's afterncon edition.
3.~ Representatives of the forelgn media were received

at Military Headquarters around one PM local time by

Jgnterim Junta Press Secretary, Navy Captain Jorge Luis

Arigotti. He outlined what the Juntg's-poiicy would
be toward the foreign media. He referred to this
"contact" (as'Opﬁosed to press conference, with the
foreign media and stated that '‘the ohly official
information is contained in the Junta communiques."
When asked if this mearnt that foreign:journaligts
_.would not be ﬁermitted to transmit anything but the
official communiques, Arigotti said:'"you foreign
journalists have cerﬁain requirements for your work
and we hope you will exercise. them brofessionally."
Arigotti asked them not to "distort" the news and
requested '"collaboration when reporting matters other
than material contained in the communiques.'" This
was tak?n to imply that the Junta would not bother
PR O . .
them as fong'as they don't publish any@hihg outlandish.

Who decides what is outlandish i's not clear at this

time.. _J
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4,- While radio and television continue to be

~

occupied by the armed forces and are broadcasting

only Junta communiquag and muslc, foreigh newsmen

still have complete access to Internaticnal communications

facilities. -

5.~ COMMENT: This first go round with the media has

gone fairly well for the Junta. They obv?bu§Ty‘want
ot . . carefully

to gazefudiy manage thelrcimagg with the media/and| they

appear to be well organized.. Thh,cmﬁhch will come when

the ddnta makes mistakes (which are inevitable) and

the international media report and analyze ‘them.

Another problem area ﬁay be the division of authority

between the Navy (directly responsible for the medida)

&

and. the more dominant Army. Before their mezxeimiax  meeting

at Military Headquarters, foreign newsmen were kept
. .
waiting outside on the steps for more than ninety

minutes. The meeting had been set ub by the Navy but

-

the newsmen couldn't get by the army guards at the door.

X, \'

WOODWARD.

=t MGG -E

Classificalion




