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SUB JECT /})(%bNTENI onJ

TEOZ5x1

THATADDITIONAL'HIGH-IMPA%iPEERROQIST ACTS

WILL BE_UNDERTAKEN BY THE/MONTONEROS
- o

L B

THE MONTONEROS

g’@j;';r;g;i"""l"‘"
E 1 DISCUSSED THE RECENT

. ABDUCTION AND MURDER OF U.S. CONSULAR AGENT JOHN PATRICK

L4

(LS s

AE G_A_N WITH MEMBERS OF A TROTSKYIST DELEGATION, WHO TRAVELLED .
TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE MONTONEROLCOOPERATION”WITH

. TROTSKYISHM,

- E025x1
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J DID 'NOT
‘ | CONSIDER THE OPERATION TO HAVE BEEN AS SUCCESSFUL AS IT SHOULD
EQ25xl..

- HAVE BEEW;- THE MONTONEROS FAILED TO EXPLOIT
| THE PROPAGANDA ASPECT OF THE OPERATION TO ITS FULLEST EXTENT,

THAT EGAN SHOULD HAVE BEEN HELD CAPTIVE FOR A LONGER
PERIOD OF TIME SO THAT GREATER USE COULD HAVE BEEN MADE OF R
THE INFORMATION MEDIA BEFORE HE WAS MURDERED. i

2, ' EGAN'S ABDUCTION
AND MURDER WERE .ONLY THE “"FIRST STEP" AND WERE “NOTHING |
~ COMPARED TO WHAT THE MONTONEROS ARE NOW PLANNING.” | I
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e 3024(i) {1} - Intelligence
DIRECTORATE OF ’ Sources and Methods
OPERATIONS -

Classified by Recorded Reporting Officer. Exempt-fimeGenaral Do:lusmh‘uhor\» Schedule of E.O. 114852 E’xemphon Coategory 3B (1), (2). Imponlble |o Dchrmm- Dot
of ? P TIY e

JiHis INFORMATIOM is NOT 16
OCUMENT OR_PUBLICATION.
THIS IS AN INFURMAIIUN REPORT NUT FINALLY EVALUATED INTE!.I.IGENCE

. SEEREH T CITE )

| — ' ‘ B =

¢ \’J .y o . . .

! ‘.;w‘:’“l‘.}i‘iﬁCAL MATTERS | DT 4 March 19750
AN ARGENTINA -

- "E025x1

| 1 UNCODED | e
I | (o} g0 'XASSESSMENT - ‘ _Q_I;' | 5 . (@D

THE STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES 0F THE ERP AND

: THE MONTONERQS /O‘:7-f N %J

_.»""';E025 1
SUMMARY ; R ' 1
E025x1 !

THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTIONARY ARMY (ERP), AND ITS W

*
CaPagBiLITY T0 CARRY CUT SPERCTACULAR ACTS OF TERRORISM HAVE

CAUSED & GENERAL TENDENCY TO INFLATE THE ERP'S ARMED
COMBATANT STRENGTH, WHICH AT A MAXIMUM IS ESTIMATED TO BE NO

MORE THAN 308 INDIVIDUALS, THE ERP SUFFERS FROM A LEADERSHIP

T wa 005 G <A

\¥
3 | x@\,@ {8 MAR 7 1975 N
f W ) — — *_ :
t
. SEGR‘ET | |
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INTELLIGENGE Div.

| “JHIS INFORMATION 1§ NOT TO
BE INCLUDED IN A

il (dissemgcop:rola)z SFE

toad
A

DEFJCIENCY-=B0TH BECAUSE THE DOMINATING PERSONALJTY AND OVER=-

/fI/BING AUTHORITY OF MAXIMUM ERP LEADER MARIO ROBERTO "w‘-
Xs

AN T UCHD HAVE PREVENTED TME DEVELOPMENT €F AN EFFECTIVE

SECONDARY LEADERSHIP, AND BECAUSE A LARGE NUMBER OF HIGH- AND
MED]UM=LEVEL ERP LEADERS HAVE RECENTLY BEEN KILLED OR CAPTURED.
THE ERP'S ADHERENCE TO AN INTERNATIONAL STRATEGIC CONCEPT IS
ANOTHER FACTOR WHICH HAS HINDERED ERP GROWTH. 1N CONTRAST TO
THE ERP, THE MUNTONERGS HAVE BROADBASE POLITICAL SUPPORT AND

ARE JUDGED TO ‘REPRESENT THE GREATEST POTENTIAL FOR REVOLUTIONARY
CHANGE IN ARGENTINA. THE MONTONEROS, WHO ARE STRICTLY ’
CONCERNED WITH NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMENT, EFFECTIVELY
DIRECT THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF THE REVOLUTIONARY TENDENCY OF

THE PERONIST YUUTH MOVEMENT-=A SEGMENT WHICH 1S BELIEVED TO
CONTROL APPROXIMATELY 25 PER CENT OF THE PERONIST MOVEMENT.

THE MONTONERU LEADERSHIP 1S COLLECTIVE, UNITED AND MARXIST~
ORIENTED, THE MONTONEROS AND THE ERP ARE NOT COOPERATING ON

s SURSTANTIVE BASIS: 0 THE MONTONEROS VIEW THE ERP

PRIMARILY AS A RIVAL 01}<G'A'N~I%ATION. END SUMMARY.

3 L E025x1 B

4 4

3 3

2 2

1 ¢ t. ? - s 1
(classitication) (dissem corntrols) 7 . ¥
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2. THE ARMED

COMBATANT STRENGTH OF THE ERP, THE MILITARY ARM OF THE

F REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS' PARTY (PRT), HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN

| INFLATED IN ARGENTINA, PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF THE CAPABILITY

IT HAS TO CARRY DUT SPECTACULAR TERRORIST ACTS, THE MAXIMUM
FIGMTING FORCE OF THE ERP 15 ESTIMATED AT APPROXIMATELY 300
MEN,  HALF Q¥ THIS FORCE 1S BELIEVED TO0 BE OPERATING IN THE,

PROVINCE OF TUCUMAN, AND THE REMAINDER 1S PROBABLY IN THE

E0Z5x1

MOUNTAIN AREA OF THE PROVINCE OF SALTA, |:|E:0MMENT:

E025x1 REFERRING ONLY TO THE ERP RURAL GUERéILLA
FORCE, THE ERP IS ALSO BELIEVED TO HAVE A NUMBER 0F ARMED
GUERRILLAS OFPERATING IN ERP URBAN FRONTS.)

) 3. IN RELATION TO TUCUMAN, THE ERP COMPANY OPERATING IN
2
1 .
* SECRET™
{classification) (dissem controls)

- b2 GO W O
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. SECRET

{classiication) ' (dissem conirols)

L

o = B LA Ut

THAT PROVINCE 1S ESTIMATED TO NUMBER BETWEEN 108 AND 150 MEN.
TH]S ERP FORCE DOES NOT USE FIELD TELEPHONES OR COMMUNICATIONS
EQUIPHMENT IN VIEW OF THE DANGER OF INTERCEPTION BY ARGENTINE
SECURITY FOSCES) THUS, COMMAND DRDERS AND OTHER_aNsréucfons
MUST BE PASSED ORALLY=<IN SOME CASES THROUGH THE USE OF
COURIERS, DESPITE THE RELATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF GUERRILLAS
AND TWE DEFICIENCIES IN COMMUNICATIONS, IT IS BELYEVED THAT
THE ARMY WILL NOT ACHIEVE MUCH ‘SUCGESS IN 17TS CURRENT COUNTER-
INSURGENCY SHEEP IN THE AREA. THE REASON FOR THIS 1S THAT

THE ARMY HAS INSUFFICIENT TRGOPS IN TUCUMAN TO ENCIRCLE 'THE
GUERRILLAS AND FORCE THEM INTO OPEN COMBAT. THE ARMY WOULD
MEED TO DOLBLE. OR EVEN TRIPLE, 1TS PRESENT STRENGTH OF 5,000

MEN 1+ ALLUMPLiLH THE MISSION IT HAS UNDERTAKEN,
t

4, THE-ERP |5 SUFFERING FROM A LEADERSHIP DEFICIENCY, -

e —

“AXTMUM ERP LEADER MARIO ROBERTD SANTUCHO IS A BRAVE. AND

9 SOURCEFUL COMMANDER: BUT HE 1S OCCASIONALLY FOBLHARDY AND

o 9AYS STUBBURN, HE FULLY CONTROLS HIS ORGANIZATION, AND HIS

AUTHORITY AND STRONG PERSONALTTY HAVE NOT ALLOWED THE DEVELOPMENT
AN EFFECTIVE AND RESPONSIBLE SECONDARY LEADERSHIP. . FOR

EXAMPLE,,MOST OF WIS TOP=LEVEL ASSOCIATES ARE LITTLE MORE

e . .
< Lo : ey

(elassification) (dissem controls) ~—

- bD GO W LR
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»

{elassification) (dissem controly)

_|THIS INFORMATION IS NOT 7O

THAN "YES MEN"™ WWO OFFER LITTLE RESISTANCE TO HIS PROPOSALS.

IN ADDITION, MANY WIGH-AND MEDIUM=LEVEL ERP LEADERS HAVE BEEN
KILLED AND CAPTURED BY GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCES IN RECENT
MQNTHS. ON THE BRIGHTER STk FOR THE ERP, TT RAS BEF‘\" SU&CESS‘I.“UL IN
ATTRACTING NEW MEN TO ITS RANKSI HOWEVER, THESE INDIVIDUALS '
HAVE FOR THE MOST PART BEEN VERY YOUNG==IN THE 16 T3 19 YEAR~-
OLD CATEGORY==AND POLITICALLY IMMATURE, THESE NEW ERP MEMBERS
HAVE BEEN ATTRACTED TO THE ERP BY ITS PROMOTION OF - -

WARS OF NATIONAL LIBERATION AND THE INTERCONTINENTAL STRUGGLE
'AND, THUS, AKE REGARDED BY MANY AS REVOLUTIONARY ROMANTICISTS;
1,Evs FOLLOWERS OF THE THESIS ADVOCATED BY ERNESTO "CHE"

| G UEV ARGA AND REGIS D E B R A Y,

5, 1IN CONTRAST TO THE ERP, THE QdNToNERos THINK ONLY IN
TERMS OF NATIONAL REVGLUTIONARY STRUGGLE AND THEY HAVE LITTLE
INTEREST [N ALLIANCES, ESPECIALLY WITH NON=ARGENTINE GROUPS.

~ ThE MONTONEROS ARE BY FAR THE MOST [MPORTANT REVOLUTIONARY
0GANTEATION IN ARGENTINA, AND THEY REPRESENT THE MOST VIABLE
U TENTIAL FOR REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE IN THE COUNTRY, IT IS
ESTIMATED THAT WITHIN FIVE YEARS THE MONTONEROS WILL HAVE A

. DECISIVE IMPACT ON DETERMINING THE COURSE OF ARGENTINE POLITICS.

* SECRETF

(elasstfication) (dissem controls)
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(classtfication) - (dissem controls) -

6, THE COMMONLY WELD VIEW THAT THE MONTONEROS 4ARE
FRACTIONALIZED INTO THREE QR MQRE SEGMENTS 1S ERRONEQUS. THE
LEADERSHIP 0F THE MONTONEROS 1S COLLECTIVE, UNITED AND MARXIST~
ORTENTED. . THERE ARE NO CLASHES AND NO RIVALRIES AMONG THE
DIFFERENT LEADERS, WHG ARE REGARDED AS BEING EXTREMELY DEDICATED
AND ABLE., THE BIGGEST PROBLEM FACING THE LEADERSHIP 0F THE
MONTONERGS AT TKIS TIME S SHEDDING THE LEGACY AND LEGEND
OF FORMER PRESIDENT JUAN DOMINGO P E R 0 N AND FORGING A
'RADICAL PERGNIST IDEOLOGY FROM A HETEROGENOUS DOCTRINE THAT IS
FULL OF CONTRADICTIONS-~IN ESSENCE»TO BUILD THE BRIDGE FROM
PERONISM T0 SOCIALISW,

a3

7. THE MONTONEROS GUIDE AND DIRECT THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF

'THE REVOLUTIONARY TENDENCY OF THE PERONIST YOUTH MOVEMENT,
WWICK IS ESTIMATED TO CONTROL 4BOUT 25 PER GENT OF THE PERONIST
MOVEMENT, TKE MONTONEROS, AND THE REVOLUTIONARY TENDENCY OF THE
YOUTK, ARE MUCH STRONGER THAN THE GENERAL PUBLIC REALIZES.
NONETHELESS, APART FROM OCCASIONAL ACTS OF TERRORISM AND SOME

PROPAGANDA AND GRGANIZATIGNAL WORK IN THE PROVINCES OF CORDOBA,

i SANTA FE AND MISIONES, THE MONTOGNEROS ARE POLITICALLY INACTIVE i
523 AND DO NOT APPEAR TO BE IN A RUSH TO REPLACE THE INFORMATION _‘;
1 1
-

SECRET

(classitication) {dissent eontrols) P ) es

WW 54739 DocEId:32387581 Page 16
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YHE MONTONEROS
IS ON THEIR SIDE AND THEY ARE WILLING Tg

MEDIA WHICHHAVE BEEN CLOSED BY THE GOVERNMENT,
BELIEVE THAT TIME

BE PATIENT,

CEC025%1
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HERRIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT

VHERE SHOWN OTHERUISE

- - T - v - -

5-113a (Rew. 3-21-73) = - ~

“

s T .

QR
) | DG &
'[ $-€L| Intelligence Divisic%n
( Q}‘ ""‘“5\" INFORMATIVE NOTE
ﬁ% oo 2/28/75
} Attached pertains to John Patrick

Egan, Jr., U.S. Consular Agent, who was
abducted from his residence at Cordoba,
Argentina, at 7:00 p.m., on 2/26/75, by
members of the terrorist Montoneros
Guerilla Organization (MGO) as a hostage

edly from the MGO, stating Egan will be

2/28/75, if demands are not met. Demands
are that 4 MGO members (identified in
attached) be produced publiclly by the
governmen he stated time and

in exchange for_ s al detained terrorists.(i)
E025xl‘At't'ached,-ﬁindicates

Argentine Gove rity Forces (ASF)

are in possession of a communique, purport-

killed at 7:00 p.m., local (Argentine) time

CONTAY

ALYL INFORMATION

——— — — ——

DooId:

The communique further stated Egan's
abduction was carried out by the Hugo
Baretta and Hugo Figueroa Commands of the
Emilio Mazza Column of the MGO; that the
operation was originally scheduled for
2/24/75, in celebration of the first
election of former President Juan Peron,
in 1946; but, it was postponed 48 hours
because Baretta and Figueroa, who were
to participate in the abduction, were
killed 2/24/75, by ASF.(5)

@5 5-CONTINUED-OVER
_=

Dot/ FBI

|
|
!

@B;ULL\L;

32287581 Page 18
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REPORT CLASS COWFIDENTIAL/WARNING NOTICE - SENSITIVE

INTELLIGENCE SOURCES AND METHODS INVOLVEDA 1

COUNTRY ¢ ARGENTINA

. G-
/ L/ _jiEL‘“ :
/ SUBJECT : DEMANDS OF THEAMONTONEROS_TO SPARE THE LIFE.
Ko251 OF U.S. CONSULAR AGENT JOHN PATRICKAEGAN.
' ARG,

u»s. Al.

Sy i TR

l. ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT SECURITY FORCES ARE IN THE
POSSESSION OF A COMMUNIQUE, PURPORTEDLY FROM THE MONTONEROS,
WHICH ADVISES THAT JOHN PATRICK E G A N, U.S. CONSULAR AGENT
IN THE CITY OF CORDOBA, WHO WAS ABDUCTED THE
EVENING OF 26 FEBRUARY 1975, WILL BE KILLED AT 7:8@ P.,

LOCAL TIME ON 28 FEBRUARY, IF THE DEMANDS OF TBE MONTONEROS
ARE NOT MET, 1IN THEIR COMMUNIQUE THE MONTONEROS DEMAND THAT
THE FOLLOWING FOUR MONTONERO MEMBERS BE PRODUCED PUBLICILY BY
THE GOVERNMENT PRIOR TO THE STATED TIME.AND DATE: GUSTAVO

.

WW 54739 DocEId:32387581 Page 21



] NATALIO

PaGE 3 [
L EustAVT

k2

7

. . ARG .
IN BUENOS AIRES:; LUISESS I L VA, NATIONAL LEADER OF THE
§ N T e P R FVRAF ety AP0 BB i M e e R e ]

" VILLERO PERONIST MOVEMENT WHO WAS ABDUCTED IN FEBRUARY 19;!5

A .
IN BUENOS AIRES; CHANGOX D I A 7, PERONIST LABOR YOUTH LEADER
Db MR S AR O T

— = FOTIA(R) (3) - 50 USC .

/3024 (1) (1) - Intelligence
o § Sources and Methods

o
=]

| —5—6—R—&-T | |
- ARG,
,és TENFERN,

WHO WAS ABDUCTED IN OCTOBER 1974

\.

WHO wAS ABDUCTED BY THE AR

19753 AND PEDRO &1 LD 1 N A, WHO WAS ABDUCTED BY THE ARMY g

MY IN TUCUMAN PROVINCE IN FEBRUARY

EoyI NOLNOH
-0

IN TUCUMAN PROVINCE IN FEBRUARY 1975, éﬁ& . /

FE025x%1

W 54739

DocId: 32887581
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Ttm s ot —— < FROTA(D) (3) - 50 USC mmmen mm e oo
302411y (1y - Intelligence
' . gonrces and Methods

" TE025x1

3. THE COMMUNIQUE.FURTHER STATED THAT THE ABDUCTION OF
1"
EGAN HAD BEEN CARRIED OUT BY THE HUGO B A R E T.H A AND THE

| HUGO F I 6 U ERO A COMMANDS OF THE EMILIO MAZZA COLUMN

OF THE MONTONEROS. IT ADDED THAT THE OPERATION HAD ‘ j
ORIGINALLY BEEN SCHEDULED FOR 24 FEBRUARY, IN CELEBRATION

OF THE FIRST ELECTORAL VICTORY OF FORMER PRESIDENT JUAN

PERON IN 1946, BUT THAT IT HAD TO BE POSTPONED FOR 48

HOURS BECAUSE BARETTA AND FIGUERGA, WHO WERE TO HAVE

PARTICIPATED IN THE ABDUCTION, WERE KILLED BY ARGENTINE

SECURITY AUTHORITIES ON 24 FEBRUARY, EO“zfﬂ_:l COMMENT:

ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS, TWO MALE INDIVIDUALS WERE KILLED

BY PROVINCIAL POLICE OF coanoﬁa ON 24 FEBRUARY., -THESE TWO

INDIVIDUALS CARRIED DOCUMENTATION IN THE NAMES OF CARLOS | f
ANGEL P ER U NO AND JOSE ALBERTO L O P E Z. IT IS

POSSIBLE THAT THE FOREGOING NAMES WERE FALSE AND THAT THE

TWO WERE IN REALITY BARETTA AND FIGUEROA.)

"E0Z25x1

WW 54739 DocEId:32887581 Page 23
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~ Classified by Racordad Reporting: er. Cxerlpt From General Declassification Schediiler of E.O. 11652 Exemption
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