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october 18, 1980 - -

MEMORANDUM FORs = - ~ THE PRESIDENT - - e
Froms . <87 . Edmund S. Muskie et |
Subjects N . ' U.S. Policy Toward Argentina -

on H&y 29 the Inter-Agency Group for tatin

America developed a stra

tegy., subsequently approved .

by you, to improve our relations with Argentina J”“v;‘f"“5

~during 1980.

Hovever, following

the 1G meeting tvo'events-7w---w~-~w

occurred which have caused us to reassess the timing .;L{‘ "-

of our initiatives:

. == The Bolivian mil

{tary, vith Argentine sympathyff;zM:@ .

and support, staged a coup in Bolivia. Assistant ,

Secretary Bowdler's visi
as a result.

- Atgeniina thus £

cooperation beyand October on grains export restrictionaLhw«'sgfﬁ'

to the Soviet Union.

1 emphasized both o
to our human rights conc
with Argentine Foreign M
General Amsembly. Under
discussion with the Arge
received the impresasion
on grains is possible bu
of the 1980/81 harvests.
efforts through further
washington, and at inter

Argentine decision-
the nearness of our pres

their own presidential rransition. General Viola '
will replace President Videla March 29, 1981. B

Under these circums

t to Buenos Alres vas postponed. ...

ar has not agreed to continue

£ these issues, in addition
erns, in my recent meeting - =~ "
{nister Pastor at the ON "~
Secretary Cooper in a subsequent
ntine Minister of Economy . _.. ...
that continued cooperation -z ..
t much depends on the size .-
We plan to continue our - EE
discussions in Buenos Aires,
national meetings. L

making is influenced by - ,
jdential election and by LrrmEe .

tances, we believe that, D

while it is important to proceed with as many of

the proposed 1980 initiatives as possible, 1t would
be inappropriate to proceed this year with some S

of the steps earlier con
should maintain private
confrontation that would

templated. However, ve
dialogue and avoid public
make this dialogue difficult.

The steps ve intend to proceed with this year and '
those we plan to defer until next year are as follows:
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'I. .Continuing or Early Action Initiatives:

== We will pursue our significant commercial
and economic interests in preparation for the meeting
of the U.S5.-Argentine Mixed Economic Commission
to be held in Buenos Aires, probably in March or -,
April (the earliest mutually convenient timeframe).
The meating will include discussion of bilateral . .
trade issues and seak to ezpand commercial relatfons.
We also would use this occasion to continue dialogua
over the issues that may be current at that time.

-- We will move forward on negotiations to
arrive at an agreement on the assurances required .
for the Ruclear Non-proliferation Act. We continue
to urge the Argentines to ratify the Treaty of Tlatelolco
as they had earlier ptonised you.,

~-- We will seek to conclude the neqotlatlons
for a bilateral income tax treaty and a consular
convention, : i -

1I. Initiatives Postponed Until Wext Yehr:_““k”*""'“"'

== The first round of periodic security consultations.
focusing on security of tha South Atlantic. .. - -

-- Periodic pollcy talks on global and hemispherlc'"
issues. o

- slgning the Agricultural Cooperation Agreement,
unless ve can obtain a renewal of the Argentine o
decision to limit grains to the Soviet Union.

-~ An invitation to an Argentine guest inst:uctorrr“"
to the U.S. Army School of the Americas until consultas
tions with the Congress are completed and wve are
satisfied as to'the timing of the i{injitiative.

-= A high- level u.5. ailitary visit, althouqh
we should keep under review the desirability of N
an invitation to a senior Argentine military leader,_‘::;
such as the Argentine Arny CIHC or . Chief of Staft. s
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