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Specific Objectives of
Assistant Secretary Todman's Trip

ARGENTINA ;

A primary objective of yocur visit is to reassure
the Argentines of our interest in productive relations.
The Argentine government is questioning the United
States interest in Argentina because of our readiness
to sanction them and the delay in naming a new ambassa-
dor. The government is galled particularly by our
readiness to provide military assistance where our
national security is at stake irrespective of human
rights considerations but not to Argentina which is,
therefore, unimportant tc us. The Argentine government
feels particularly offended, because they feel their
security is at stake. The Argentine governmment also
finds it hard to understand its difficulties after the
GOA has resolved eight of nine pending investiment dis-
putes and agreed to a civil air agreement after 30 years
of controversy. Your visit will be the first of several
key visits which will demonstrate that we do attach
importance to Argentina. You will be able to point to
your own trip, as well as upcoming Congressional trips,
and possibly a visit by the Secretary. '

A second major objective is to promote human rights.
Human rights is a major obstacle to friendly relations. .
We want to see this obstacle removed and feel it can be
removed now that the Argentines have won the war on 2
terrorism, despite the possibility of continued inci-
dents. We think it is urgent to restore the rule of law
in order to assure political peace in Argentina and turn
our relations around. Your conversations with government
officials will offer an opportunity to urge restoration
of due process. Your visit to the Supreme Court will
symbolize publicly our advocacy of the rule of law.

Another important objective is to encourage ratifi-
cation of the Treaty of Tlatelclco. In order to promote
our non-proliferation policy, it is necessary to get
Argentina and Brazil to accept safeguards and forego
reprocessing. Someone (either Brazil or Argentina) must
take a first step in this direction. It seems possible
that President Videla just might be willing to take that
step, or so0 he indicated to President Perez when he
agreed to consider ratifying the Treaty of Tlatelolco.
You would be able to strongly encourage the ratification
of the Treaty in your meeting with President Videla.
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THE SETTING -~ ARGENTINA

. You will be visiting Argentina at a time when the
internal polltlcal situation is highly charged as a
result of right-wing violence, which now goes beyond
what one might define as counterterrorism and is re-
lated often to the internecine struggle for power with-
in the Argentine Armed Forces. You will also be visit-
ing during an unusuvally busy month of American travel
to Argentina.

The power struggle. With ‘the fight against
terrorism virtually won, the attention of the Argentine
Armed Forces is turning more and more to what might be
termed reconstruction or"winning the peace."™ This means
different things to the Argentine military. To Videla,
it seems to mean an easier relatlonshlp with the politi-
cal parties and unions with a view to the eventual
restoration of democratic forms. To the so-called
hardliners, such as General Suarez Mason, Commander of
the First Corps (Buenos Aires) and to the Governor of
Buenos Aires Province, retired General Saint Jean, it
seems to mean purifying the country of the socio-
political forces which gave rise to terrorism. The

“struggle for influence within the military is a deadly
one, with civilians serving as the pawns of military
ambitions. In July Argentina's Ambassador to Venezuela
was kidnapped in Buenos Aires. The general assumption
is that the kidnapping was designed to tarnish General
Videla's successful visit to Venezuela. There are many
other examples of right-wing terror aimed at.polarizing
society further.

This is a key moment, because the military
promotions~reassignment cycle is coming up. Thus, there
will be an opportunity to retire hardline generals. The
fear exists, however, that these generals will continue
victimizing civilians in order to make the situation as
difficult as possible for videla.

American visitors. After being off most official
itineraries due to political viclence, Buenos Aires is
back on the map. During the month of August, in addition
to your visit, Buenos Aires will receive the Hollings
fenate delegation and the Yatron House delegation. Patt
Derian will have already visited by the time you arrive,
and Deputy Assistant Secretary for International Organi-
zation Affairs, George Dalley, will follow shortly.
These visits have come at a particularly taxing time
for our Embassy, which in early August was still com-
pleting a move to the new Chancery.
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"ARGENTINA

The Importance of U.S.-Argentine Relations

I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

. U.S.-Argentine relations have been buffeted by
the human rights issue, which is discussed next. As
a result, we sometimes are accused of having lost
sight of other important interests in Argentina, and
the Argentine government has come to believe that we
attach little importance to their country. ©Our failure
to name a new ambassador promptly, and recent declara-
tions by former Ambassador Hill have not helped.

The Argentine press has attributed Hill's resig-
nation tc disagreement with President Carter’'s policy.
Hill teold Gente magazine in an interview, published on
July 7, that he resigned as soon as Carter became
President. "But my resignation was not accepted. I
was asked to stay a few months more. I did it with
misgivings, but it was my duty. Then I discussed
dates with the Department of State, but they left me
in suspense. Then Mrs. Patricia Derian arrived in
Argentina...who asked me if I wanted to continue my
duties. I said no...because I cannot carry out an
American policy on human rights which I consider
erroneous and full of a lack of knowledge of Argentine
reality." Hill reportedly went on to say that Presi- <
dent Carter's policy is "ambivalent and contradictory
because, on the one hand, ‘it applies military and eco-
nomic sanctions against traditional friends of the
United States such as Argentina, Chile and Brazil for
assumed violations of human rights but, on the other
hand, it does not condemn Cuba and North Vietnam and
many other countries who are traditional enemies..."
Hill complained that washington did not listen to him,
because there is a tendency to listen to sources that
are less reliable than an Ambassador. When asked about
Governor Castro, Hill is reported as saying: "I don't
xnow. . At least his position on human rights does not
appear to be in much accord with what Carter demands
and wants to impose in his foreign policy...When he was
asked in Sonora if he (Castro) knew what position he
would take in Argentina with respect to human-.rights,
Castro replied: Argentina does not have that type of
problem ..." Ambassador Hill also made a speech to
the Argentine-American Chamber of Commerce and to the
.Pan American Society. In both speeches he criticized
sanctions. Department of State, A/GISAPS/SRP
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Hill's statements, and, of course, the Argentine
government's conviction that Henry Kissinger sympathized
with their problems, have served to convey the impression
that the new Administration is unfriendly to Argentina.

1%, FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION

The Argentine government believes that its fight
against terrorism and Marxism merits our.support. It
also believes that it has tried very hard to demonstrate
that friendship with the United States is an Argentine
policy objective. This has not been the case historically
with Argentina. The Videla government has settled eight
of nine investment disputes with the U.S., it very
recently agreed to a landmark civil air agreement after
30 years of dispute, and it has taken a moderate position
in North-South issues. All Americans held on "subversive"
grounds have been released,

III. OQUR POSITION

We are fully aware that Argentina is a key Latin
American state. Its encrmous food pctential would be
enough toc make it important. But is also Latin Ameri-~
ca's most advanced nuclear state (separate issue) and
has a huge continental shelf which potentially contains}
according to the US Geological Service, fantastic
guantities of o0il. It is also significant that Argen-
tina has a $350 million trade surplus with the Communist
world and that these states very probably would like to
balance the deficit by selling arms - which the Argen-
tines have refused to buy soc far. There was a trouble-
some report in July, however, that the Argentine Air
Attache in Lima was traveling to Moscow.

SUGGESTED TALKING PQOINTS

-- I was very disappointed that I was unable to
visit Argentina in May. I verv much wanted to come
to Buenos Aires early because of the importance I
personally attach to our relations. '

~- T belive it is unfortunate that so much time
has gone by since an Assistant Secretary for Inter-
American Affairs has visited Argentina. (FYI ~ Neither

Assistant Secretary Rogers nor Shlaudeman visited .>
BZIZS A/;re;.}?c/e vy hos ma? U5 teol Sioces [9TS
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-~ We very much want to promote far greater inter-
change between our two countries. I am sure you are
aware that we strongly encouraged the upcoming vicsits by
Congressional delegations headed by Senator Hollings and
Representative Yatron.

' 9~\_\ A v hlasd.
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-=- I know that Argentina also attaches a high priorfity |%er cocids
to its relations with the United States. We recognize, for| oc ¢,
example, that eight of nine investment disputes have been
resolved and that a very promising civil aviation agree-
ment will soon go into effect. This will facilitate
greater traffic between our to countries and be of lasting
Jbenefit to both our nations.

s

-~ For use only if raised: 1 am aware of Ambassador
Hill's statements which were made as a private citizen.
He very easily could have resigned immediately after the
inauguration of President Carter had he wished,

{At this point you may wish to go into human rights
problem - next issue)
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Argentina

HUMAN RIGHTS

1, STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

The human rights situation in Argentina is the principal
obstacle to closer relations. If the situation does not
improve soon, it may become impossible to justify further
. arms transfers or avoid negative votes in the international
financial institutions (separate issues). .

The Argentine government continues to refuse to acknowl-
edge the names of thousands of political prisoners under
detenticn; disappearances, summay executions of prisoners,
torture, prolonged periods of incommunication, intimidation
of lawyers, and instances of anti-Semitism are undeniable. -

The Argentine government is fully aware of the priority
attached by the Administration to human rights. They know
-our relationships are endangered. The President's broad
Policy is there for all to read, and, in private talks with
Argentine leaders, Vance, Blumenthal and Brzezinski have
underlined the Administration's concern, something that was
lacking previocusly. While it is unrealistic to think that
American pressure will force the Argentine government to
go easy on terrorists and their suspected allies, it has
helped to sensitize the Argentines to internaional public 2
opinion and brought about certain developments that might PR
not have taken place otherwise. Prisoner lists are now being
published as individuals are placed Undeér executive custody;—

A 4

although these lists are incomplete. The International us™ TSCA(
Committee of the Red Cross is visiting prison The charging na. .t oy
or release of state of siege prisoners has Been stepped A ctestiey

up. And there is reason to hope that the "right of option®, z .« ey
whereby Argemtines may opt for voluntary exile, may soon
be reinstituted.

II. FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION

The GOA will declare that it inherited a terrible
problem, and that it is dealing with terrorists who have no
respect whatsoever for human rights. Nevertheless, President
Videla acknowledged publicly in Caracus that abuses have
taken place. Privately, the GOA may say that steps have been
taken to correct abuses arising from the loose decentralization
cf counterterroist forces. '
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III. OUR POSITION

We fully accept the premise that the GOA inherited
an impossible situation in March 1976. Even the Peronist
Parliament and unions stood aside to permit the military
to do their job. Now, alomst 18 months later, the military
have largely accomplished their security goals but continue
to move very slowly toward the restoration of legal forms
and political peace. On the contrary, certain elements in
the security forces are seeking further polarization of
society in order to build a "new" society free of whatever
right wing extremists dislike.

IV. SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

- The United States recognizes that Argentine has
been the victim of a brutal terrorist onslaught seeking to
destroy society.

o - The first major victory of the terrorists probably
came when the legal system found itself unable to cope with
the situation due to the intimidation of judges.

- The terrorists scored another major victory when
Argentina's political institutions failed to produce leader-
ship and the military took over to avert economic and
political chaos,

- After a year and a half in power, the Argentine
government has decisively mastered the ‘security situation
in the country but as yet it does not appear to be moving
to abolish lawlessness.

- American labor, including the AFL-CIO, is very
concerned over recent actions against even the moderate
leadership of Argentina's unions; the continued harassment
of lawyers and the shocking abduction in Buenos Aires of
your Ambassador to Venezuela are distressing.

- The forces of terrorism now seem to have a chance
to accomplish two more major goals:

{1) The Argentine Military appear to be split on the
need for political peace, thereby prolonging the society's
agony;

(2) Inasmuch as counterterrorist excesses continue, the
terrorists will succeed in driving a wedge between the
United States and Argentina.
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- We want the Argentine government to succeed because
it says it is committed to Western values and if this is
demonstrated to the world, our hemisphere will benefit.

.

- Both for the sake of Argentina and our relations,
we think it essential for the government tc recognize its
unquestioned strength and begin to gamble dramatically on
the side of peace.

- The impression must be corrected that the Argentine
government is not in full control and must resort to
mysterious right wing forces and unexplained disappearances
to root our terrorism.

- We strongly urge the acknowledgment of all prisoners
under detention, the restoration of due process, and the
punishment of all excesses. —Perhaps the "right of option"
which allows Argentine citizens to leave the country rather
,than being held without charges might be restored S l-ov . & e oo
s L e TVl ade N eg_"—=':’\:,m-) 5 é‘ﬁ."i‘c:-m_,.______; .
- In sum, we are anxious to see the Argentine govern-
ment reflect the values most Argentines and the Western

world share,
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Argentina

U.S.-ARGENTINE MILITARY RELATIONS
{to be used only 1f raised by GOA)

I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Qur ability to maintain military relationships with
Argentina is diminishing rapidly. The human rights gituation
led us to hold up negotiation of the FY 1977 FMS credits
financing agreement, and led to Argentina's rejection of
FY 1978 credits. IMET training will end in FY 1978 but could
be eliminated earlier by Congress (the Roybal Amendment),
Most seriously of all, it has become extremely difficult to
approve either commercial arms or FMS sales to Argentina.
ARA has agreed with D/HA that we should stay out of the
internal security (policing and crowd control) field but
D/HA wants to go further and ban all transfers. This issue
was submitted to the Secretary for guidance and he called
for a case by case review. JIrrespective of what the
Executive does, arms transfers to Argentina will be cuteff
gfter September 30, 1978 {Kennedy/Humphrey Amendment) unless
the human rights picture improves in Argentina. The GOA and
the Embassy are anxious to learn what our arms transfer
policy will be. The Bell Helicopter sale is a test case.

If we fail to sell helicopters for Videla's protection and
Antarctic operations, the GOA may be forced tc conclude that
we no longer wish any sort of defense relationship.

II. FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION

Argentina values its military ties with the U.S. but
could get along easily without us.

ITI. QUR POSITION

Military ties are very important to U.S5. security interests
in Argentina, During the World Wars and Korean War we were
anxious to have Argentina on our side because of its enormous
food resocurces which we wanted to deny to our enemies. Argentina
is also the logistic base for a key U.S. Antarctic installaticn.
Our claim to Antarctic resources would be weakened if we are
unable to maintain our presence in Antarctica. We are also
anxious about the possibility that Argentina might use its
healthy trade surplus with the communist states to buy Soviet
weaponry. Finally, and most significantly, a denial of
military equipment would impede our ability to influence the

Argentine atomic ener rogram (separate issue}.
Jentt 9y progran (sep ) artment of State, AIGISIPS/SRP
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IV. SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

- The United States values its military ties with
Argentina and knows the Argentine armed forces are anxious to
cooperate with us,

- While we recognize the Armed Forces did not create the <
problem they are dealing with, there is no way—£Qr US7L0 T \3 " Sy cos
explain the current counterterrorist policies of the armed ~Fc=w—
forces and police to our people.

- Our ability to provide equipment is related directly
te Argentine internal security pclicies. At present, we
are reviewing Argentine arms requests on a case by case basis.

- We hope earnestly that the restoration of due process
in Argentina will permit us to develop more normal military
pelationships.

- If raised by the GOA: The $15 million Bell Helicopter
case must be submitted to the Congress for approval because
it is a major weapons sale (over $7 millicon). We are pro-
cessing the helicopter request,
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Ergentina

MULTILATERAL ASSISTANCE 1O ARGENTINA IN THE IDB AND IBRD

I. STATEMENT OR PROBLEM :
It is the Administration's policy to take human rights
factors into account when deciding how to vote in the inter-
national financial institutions. In addition, the Harkin
Amendment requires the United States to vote against projects
in the-Inter-American Development Bank which do not benefit
the needy 1in those countries where there is a consistent
pattern of gross violations of human rights. Argentina
learned in September 1976 that we might be unable to support
IDB loans which do not benefit the needy and subseguently
kept such loans off the agenda. 1In June, we abstained on two
Argentine loans in the World Bank. CLem—<crmo ms < em .
“'CE Mee bMmees o w De ke N e Q.S Lopesex Cg)

g:ar—'f-’_‘\.\lv«.\ ‘:Le-qg_
I1T. FOREIGN GOVERNMERT POSITION

3 The GOA appreciates that the social cost of economic
recovery will rise sharply if international credits are un-
availlable. It will therefore try hard to retain such credits,
charging, if we push too hard, that the U.S. is violating the
charters of multilateral lending institutions by introducing
political factors.

III. OQUR POSITION

f

The international lending institutions are part of the
UN system and UN membership entails respect for the Universal
Declaration of the Rights of Man. Furthermore, it is un-
realistic to think that Congress will permit public funds to
appear to be used on behalf of repressive regimes.

IV. TALKING POINTS

- The Carter Administration is committed to advancing
the cause of human rights in other countries through the
interrnational financial institutions, as well as in other ways.

- It is not our purpose to intervene in the internal
affairs of ather societies; but we believe that no member
of the United Nations can claim that violations of inter-
nationally protected human rights is solely its own affair.

- It 1s not pleasant for us to deny support to
Argentina in the economic field when this is the area in which
we most wish to be supportive. However, we are commli

using our voice and vote on behalf of human %ﬁg
\ al
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- We want our actions to be measured and constructive,
which is why we mentioned certain hopeful human rights
developments at the time of our June abstention on two
Argentine loans in the World Bank.

- We hope that the course of events in Argentlna
will permit us to take a more positive stance in the
World Bank and IDB when future loans come up.

- If raised by the GOA: We believe that Eximbank
would like to be even more forthcoming with Argentina .
than it has, but it too is very sensitive to human rights | Se——< F g
factors.

=‘_:,\_3\)""'4
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Argentinea

CQUNTERVAILING DUTIES ON LEATHER GOODS
(to be used only 1f raised by GOA)

I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

U.8. industry is complaining that Argentina is unfairly
supporting ita leather goode exporters, and wants counter-
vailing duties imposed., $8 million in Argentine exports
are involved.

11. FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION

Argentina maintains that a 15% shoe subsidy simply
represents reimbursement to exporters of previously
collected indirect taxes. The GOA has not explained its
other leather goods practices vet,

IT. U.S. POSITION
‘?.

See Talking Points.

IV.  TALKING POINTS

- U.S, actions are required by law, &

~ Full conaideration is being given to Argentina's
position by the Department of the Treasury.

- In case of leather wearing apparel, there must be
evidence of injury to the 0.8. industry in addition to
subsidies for U.S. dutiea to be applied. The preliminary
determination that bounties or grants are being paid has been
made. A final decision is due on January 21, 1978. In case
of non rubber footwear the treasury determined and announced
on July 12 that bcunties or grants are being bestowed,

This 1s thelr preliminary decision, the Final determination
if affirmative would result in countervailing duties,

- {(if raised by GOA). It is premature to discuss

escape clauses whereby trade adjustment zssistance can be
considered in lieu of tariffs.

of State, A/GISAPS/SRP
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Argentina

MEAT SALES TO THE UNITED STATES
{to be used only if raised by GOA)

-

I. STATEMENT OP PROBLEM

Argentina cannot sell uncooked meat to the United

States because hoof and mouth disease is present in
Argentina.

II., FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION

The GOA claims that U.S. sanitary restrictions are
devicea to protect U.S. producersg. It wantse relaxation
of U.8. regulations to permit importation of fresh beef
under controlled conditicns., GOA proposals include
designation of Patagonia as an aftosa-free zone and the
lowering of required cooking temperatures for processed
bsef to permit greater variety.

ITI. U.S. POSITION

The U.5. continues to believe that Argentine proposals
pose an unacceptable health risk,

IV, SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

-~ The U.S., recognizes Argentine efforts to free the
country of aftosa,

- Secretary of Agriculture Bergland met with Agri-
culture Minister Cadenas and welcomed the possibility
of further discussing health and sanitation matters,

- Health restrictions are not a device to deny

U.S. markets to Argentine beef. In fact, U.S. imports
of processed beef have risan.

rtment of State, A/GISAIPS/SRP
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Argentina

MEAT SALES TO THE UNITED S5TATES
{to be used only 1f raised by GOA)

I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Argentina cannot sell uncooked meat to the United
States because hoof and mouth disease is present in
Argentina.

II, FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION

The GOA claims that U.S. sanitary restrictions are
devices to protect U.S. producerse. It wants relaxation
of U.8. reqgulations to permit importation of fresh beef
under contrclled conditicng. GOA proposals include
designation of Psatagonia asa an aftosa-free zone and the
lowering of required cooking temperatures for processed
b$ef to permit greater variety.

III, U.S. POSITION

The U,S. continues to believe that Argentine proposals
pose an unacceptable health risk.

IV, SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS

- The U.S. recognizes Argentine efforts to free the
country of aftosa,

~ Secretary of Agriculture Bergland met with Agri-
culture Ministetr Cadenas and welcomed the possibility
of further discussing health and sanitation mattercs.

- Health restrictions are not a device to deny
U.8. marketa to Argentine beef. In fact, U.S. imports
of processed beef have risaen.

-

partment of State, A/GISIPS/SRP
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ARGENTINA

Falkland Islands

{(to be used only if raised by GOA)

I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Argentina claims sovereignty over the Falkland
Islands (Islas Malvinas), which are inhabited by
settlers of British ancestry and are presently admin-
istrated as a British colony. The islanders oppose any
plans for Argentine rule, but the British realize that
econcmic development of the islands will necessarily
entail cooperation with Argentina. The dispute over
the islands' future is complicated by the possibility
of vast 0il reserves in the Falkland Island Shelf.
Negotiations between the two governments held in July
were unproductive; a future round was scheduled for
November. (When talking with the Argentines, the
islands should always be referred to as Malvinas.)

II. . FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION

Argentina has been disputing British possession
of the Falkland Island (Islas Malvinas) since 1833.
This is an emotional issue for the Argentines.

I1I. OUR PGSITICON

The United States maintains a position of strict
neutrality between Britain and Argentira in this matter.

1v. SUGGESTED TALKIKG POINTS

-- We are pleased that the UK and Argentina are
seeking to resolve their differences by negotiation.

-- It has been and continues to be our policy not
to take sides in disputes between two friendly nations.

g&agaemm of State, A/GISIPS/SRP
o Helease

Exemptions b c'se( ) Deny ( ) Declassity
Deciassty af e(r) Q. 13526 25x ( )( )( )
ith concurrence of:

mey obtained

WW 57067 Docld:330QE4630 Page 16




AHOUY Wy NOI2YN SHLGY 030Na0Hd34

W 5T067

ARGENTINA

Non-Proliferation and the Treaty of Tlatelolco

I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Non-proliferation is a major U.S. interest in
Argentina. Argentina has substantial uranium reserves
and an ambitious nuclear power program. It has the
most advanced nuclear capability of any Latin American
state and the greatest potential for an autonomous fuel
cycle. American efforts to prevent preoliferation in
Brazil, and Latin America generally, depend critically
on Argentina's acceptance of full-scope safeguards
{(which Argentina has shown a conditional willingness
“to consider) and deferral of its fuel reprocessing

system program.

Argentina has signed the Treaty of Tlatelolco, but
it has not ratified it. This puts it in the same
category with Surinam. If Argentina is willing to con-
sider safeguards, it should be willing to ratify
Tlatelolco. And even if it ratifies the treaty, it
could refuse to waive its entry into force as Chile and
Brazil have. Ratification by Argentina, therefore,
might be of strictly symbolic significance but a
~dramatic way to further the hemisphere's efforts to
create a nuclear-free region.

I1. FOREIGN GOVERNMENT POSITION <

The Argentine government has stated that it seeks
nuclear technology in order to satisfy its energy needs
and for strictly peaceful purposes.

Our intelligence community believes that Argentin
is proceeding apace to acquire an independent, unsafe-
guarded reprocessing capacity. We believe this is a
sufficiently dangerous possibility to warrant our con- .
sideration of the transfer cof sensitive heavy water é
technology to the Argentines if they will forego re-
processing. We also realize that any approach to the ©
Argentines must be made in tandem with approaches to &
Brazil. Both watch each other warily. .

III. OUR POSITION . g

E.O. 13526 25x ( Y )( )

) Excise ( ) Deny { ) Declassify

Iv. SUGGESTED TALXING POINTS 2

Declassify after
With concurrence of:

-- The United States is greatly concerned over
the risks inherent in the spread of nuclear explosive
capabilities. We feel it is imperative that the world
community face these growing dangers squarely and take
decisive steps to reduce them.
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-- At the same time, the United States recognizes
the need for states to expand and diversify thelr energy
resources on a secure basis.

== The depth of President Carter's concern was
evidenced by our signature of Protocel I of the Treaty
of Tlatelolco, which wili obligate us not to deploy
nuclear weapons in the Latin American area.

—- Argentina's commitment to the peaceful uses of
atomic energy could be conveyed dramatically to the
world by ratification of the Treaty of Tlatelolco. It
is hard to understand why Argentina and Surinam are the
only two states which have not ratified the Treaty.

-~ We would urge you also to waive the requirements
for entry into force as twenty-one Latin American states
have done. We would welcome the opportunity to work
together with you so that other eligible signatories
of the Treaty took the same steps.

~~ I know this is a complex topic, but ratification
of the Treaty would be a significant demonstration of
your government's commitment to peace through law.
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