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The President is interested in recent signs of
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human rights improvement in Argentina.

-- If these improvements were real rather than

cosmetic, our Embassy in Buenos Aires was Iinstructed
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to mention the President's interest to the Argentine

(

government.

-- At Yazoo City on July 21 the President said,
"We have seen recently in Argentina 342 political
prisoners, who had been there for a long time, re-
leased."

-- Jody Powell was quoted 'in .the Héﬁlexkéf on . .

July 18, as saying, "In January, Argentina began
publishing a list of those persons arreated or detained
under state of siege powers, and in April it released-

former Senator Hipolito Solari Irigoyen, who had been
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held without trial for ‘
thé International CQmmittee offthe Rea Lross pexmlssicn
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to vislt Lts prisons.;

. - . .
. - Ve
.

The attached memorandum reports bn recent human

‘r;ghts developments 1n.Argentina and qn howuo Embassy ;uiﬁ-}

‘handled. its instructions.:_ 3  | .iﬂi."l-hﬁifffhlny;‘f ,-;‘.L-”;

Recommendation: - ;7-; . ' _ _j¥:ﬁ_j ','"fj. f--if.ﬂ

That you 1nitial the attachment;memorandgmﬁﬁéiD:; n T B

Brzezlnski. e N T AT g

Attachment: P '
Memorandum to Dr. Brzezinski.
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NEMORANDUM FOR: . ﬂB|LZBIGNIEW'BRZEEINSKI
FR°M= o Cyrus Vance_':-.. '_ ';'

SUBJECT= S The President's Interest in hxgenﬁ
: . : Human Rights Improvements O .,1};
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Qur Embassy in Buenos Aires has now. resgondea ta .”;,_' ol

S ot
the instructions sent to it concerning the.. Presiﬂent‘ '

interest -
/Ain human rights improvements in Argentina, The exdhange . o

of messages on this subject is attached. The Embasdy ‘f o

concludes that recent steps have some substance, hﬁt

recommends caution with respect to associating the

President with any specific favorable develupmentsr
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Nevertheless, our Charge in Buenos Airea &;d call thL

attention of the Minister of Economy, the key civilian
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.ment at Yazoo City Acnording tq ehe White chse‘ 2

transcript of Julyqzl, Fhe President said
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in the Argentine government, to the Pxesident‘a atqte- ' [
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seen recently in Aruent a 342 pclxtiuai przsoners,., 1
who had been thera fo; dtlong txma, xeleaﬁcd.e L
We can point to fhe f&llcwzng hopaful hunan rightﬂ
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developments: ﬁ!m*“ S e ﬂyfwug*fn :
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R Priaoner xeleaeas.:r

detentions-gnd 7? r&leases"‘
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the right of optlon, whereby state of s;ege
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to maﬂ?=prtseaer releases.
~~ Political tolerance and. the courts. “Tﬁere—'

are 51gns that Argentlne President V1d31& may'be gainlng

-

support from other generals for a greater-vﬁntllqtion of ‘-7:"
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political ideas with: civilian leaders.- Th;s prcmpted oo
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Argentina's oldest. party, the Ragicals, to ¢rit:cize

'.‘

the government's human.rights.record. The Rad1cais were‘ _.f?

M

v A 3

accused of engaging “in. politlcs hy the gdvernment

took the case to the courts.; The 1ower cou.ts-ruleﬂ

.against'the gbvernment, aﬁd the metter ‘L -

.v 'I.‘ :

very tenae in RxgenLine, uarticularly Ln the}Buenos nires'{ -

reglon.
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afsea resort near Buen

sequently was found muxdered‘bxﬁtaleyﬁﬁn“
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othere were released £ine11y.~ It seems 1ik 1uqtha£ the'_;f,

\r..

security forces were responslble".

who made a very successful state visit to VEnezuela in

May. jﬂ?* 7

-- The publisher of the only major LigéntiﬁeFfi

newspapeg,which has demonstrated consistent Coﬁrggézbh

behalf of human rights,is being held by thejgbﬁernmeut _

at a secret place of detention/aifer beimg ﬁiﬁfﬂ{
-—- At least five labor leaders have.. been waxned

recently to leave Argentina. Earlier this manth a

prominent Jewish leader fled to the Unitea sLates dfter f'

being threatened. w;‘ﬁ~u“ ‘w

‘ Nearly all serious vxolations of human rights 1&

G’Co¢Wr.u7
Argentina are now. taking in the Buenes Aires—military

region'. : The commander of the region, Geeeral Suarez
Mason,* is a notorious har&wllne general, and vxewed
as one of Argentine Prasident Videla 'g. brinoipal
rivals fprlpower; Suarez ie secon&eu by' ret;red

general who acts as. governer;- These men ara being

nard-line “‘ihtan’ resentment against P:Eesident v:.aem.[ N
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violence. In faot, ﬂxgentin&*l

,1“;,‘:_*-
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'on behalf of human rights. called unequi” qg}ly—on July 18 A

DO N

rights situation, X believe that wea should%awaitgdevelop-l'
ments before further public commentary. ﬁé 9111 remain
alert for favorable developments, as the Presidenb~has
directed, and for approprlate opportunitles to expreas

his gratification.

Attachments:

1. state 162292, dated July 12, 1977. '~ ...
2. Buenos Aires 5305, dated Jﬁlf 15;&1377.

3. Buenos Aires 5522, dated July 27, 1877. -
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