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| COWTENTILX®S Agrnia, 197y o
|- - R p ‘Fo‘.l_‘l_ow:lng :pgoin.ts .o:r inférmétion were gﬂthered concezningactivities of .

— L.ternationgl Committee of the Red Cross 'in Argentinas:

8) ICRC was established wth a resident office in Buenos Aires in January
1977.. Prior to that time ICRC officials had visited. At present we - -
- understand that there are asbout 8 S"iss officials-and sbout 10 Argen- .
- tines on the staff. The SWiss include 3 medical doctors. .. :

'd)  ICRC bas no legally-recognized status in Argentina, or. intemational
- mandste to Investigate prison Tacilities, etc. It is here on suff.
<. _—-_.. erence af -GOA, which has complete legal right to refuse it status. So far it
" ‘ has been permitsted to oversee some 25 prison facilities in which
persons considered "subversives" are detained. Tt has been barred
) only from Cordobs Province, epparently because General Menendez re- -
wt L Poses to permit their vistts. , ' el

. _ 'c).' There 'are about h,éSQQ"I:blitical‘T..detsinegg :in the prisong ope.ﬁ:.‘to‘ ' )
Lo S the ICRC. These persons are registered, and can be visited by ICRC - o
. ' officers although they meysnot in some cages receive visits from. . &t

P

f others. There are about 500 to 600 more detainees in Cordoba, for

L - & round figure of about 5000 ".pol:l.tical".-,detgineea,,_acknawledged'by Y
P the GOA £ be in Argentina. Numbers of others detained in faoilisies \é
B -7 . not open to or known to ICRC cannot be estimated. o . '

- d). TRC has complete acess in the 25 Prisons, both to physical facilifies
: o .. .. .and to Prigoners. . It my.caniuct;rivate.ﬁin:te:ﬁm-ﬁth.pﬂmms. ,
f»— T 7 ° .We understand that ICKC has Tound physicdl conditions in ihese .open -
Co T prisons (to it, that i8), edequsate, and has found no evidence of phy-

sical sbuse of prisoners’ interned there. ‘There is evidence that pris- .-
- omers have been abused before reaching the regular prisons_, hoever. .. . ;

o Cavac

-.~#) . ICRC hms been shle to assist some families in locating prisoners, and

familikes. If requests containing detailed infom ation .on migsing or -
detained persons-are sent to ICRC in ‘Geneva, it will attempt to lo-
_cate them, - _ ‘ S . o

.2)- .ICRC has been urging GOA to allow it to expand its rale and to wisit -

!
s ‘a8 wider range of facilities, GOA-has been-helpful in scme areas, but
e - ICRC reportedly may congider leaving Argentina if it cannot be .assured
: Proper acess, for example to Cordoba and to suspected detemtio n facil-
; ities on military bases, etc, Individual staff members of XXX TCRC
= have been harassed, from time to time by suspected members of security
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