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DEPARTMENT -OF STATE

ACTION MEMORANDUM
S/s .
September 15, 1977 .

To: : The Secrétary

Through: The Deputy Secretary
: T - Ms, Lucy W.

From: D/HA - Patt Derian _,a——""d——ﬂ’

Arms Transfer to Argentina -
(Fall List)

Issue for Decision

- Argentina's mllltary government, a .gross
violator of human rights, has a military shopping
list. It's up to you to decide on each item. I
believe that such a sale particularly of this magni-
tude flies in the face of Section 502 B of the
Security Assistance Act and makes a mockery of our
human rights obligation to withhold military equip-"
ment from gross v1olators.

Essentlal Factors

Proponents of the sale concede governmental
human rights violations but maintain that "none .of
the 1tems listed is known to have been used- against.
urban or rural guerrillas or to have been otherwises..;
involved. in human rights violations ...". We have.:
established the general principle that .we will.not::
send items-which can be. used for internal securlty,n'-

but‘that is not the be-all-and-end-all policys:

3 d All but one,.o0f the pending Argentlne

requests for government- to goverament- -FMS"cash sales:- -
are for deadly weapons and ammunition rang;ng :£rom
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torpedoes for the Argentine Navy to bullets for
guns. Fine distinctions can be drawn about which

; of these are useful for internal security purposes

. and which are not, but I, for one, do not wish to

: argue such fine distinctions before Congress or in
the public press. We have been forthcoming with '
the Argentines on the issue of sales of unarmed
helicopters. I am simply not prepared to go be-
yond this. I cannot think of any serious conse-
guences from delaying the approval of the sale of
these kinds of things, pending significant human

; rights improvements. .

While we precisely discriminate between
security assistance, commercial munitions license
applications, FMS 'and the like, the Congress and
the public will not. To most, a weapon is a weapon.
To most the understanding is that we are going to
conduct matters having to do with military equip-
ment, materials and supplies in such a way as to
advance our human rights policy.

I also would note that the Axgenfine Navy
has been particularly opposed to improvements in the
‘ ' human rights policies of the government.

Finally, I believe it imperative that we
maintain appropriate pressure on the Argentine govern-
ment to provide a continuing argument for Videla to
use against the recalcitrant elements of the armed:
forges that failure to'end the human-rights violations
w1ll dlrectly impinge on other important Argentine..in-
terests.- With. the. terrorlst .threat. dlmlnlshed sub—h: .

Co T stantlally, ‘he *caniargue that: thefheavy handed repres— .
“ﬁdv3=‘*{ngon ‘1s now-. counter—productlve.f++u.. ) TRSTERN

" Recommendation:

. That~you-disapprOVe or defer .at-this time- .
the pending:arms transfers to Argentina-with the.:. -
exceptions noted ‘in the attachment.
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ATTACHMENT :

; . ‘ Cases-tO‘be‘décided::

1.  Commercial munitions License Applications (non-
governmental sales}): '

a. 3 Boeing CH-47c "Chinook" helicopters (ad-
visory opinion). ' We should have a clear -under-

- standing with all parties that. we reserve the
option to stop the actual export if human rights

' .conditions do not improve. Assurances also should

be sought from the Argentine government that they

" will not be used for internal security purposes

- as we-are doing in the case of the eight Bell
helicopters. They are described as unarmed and
unarmored and should so remain. .

b. 2 Lockheed KC-130 Tankers (aircraft) (advisory
opinion): We again should have a clear under-
standing that we reserve the right to stop the
actual munitions license for the sale at the time
of 'export if human rights conditions do not im-
prove. These planes are unarmed and are to be
partly paid for by the Argentine scientific budget
and the Air Force budget, according to the company
because of their proposed-use for:Antarctic supply.

T

, ©: " Ruddex Flutter Dampener.Kit 'for A-4. aircraft’
(25). - This is a-kit:'toicorrectideficienciss dn

¢ Air Fo:ce:and-mayfbe”regafdéd”asfSafety-%ﬁuipméht.;'

- As such, I find it difficult.to object under: .. .-
S present ‘guidelines; ‘but question the need to _
"= - proceed at. this time., -~ There is no .apparent,urgency. .

d. Spare partsnfor“SikorskyrHelicopte;uMbdel**r;-

S-61R (HH-3F): Spare parts such as these should
only-be permitted if the-Argentinengovernmenthis
willing to. assure us that the equipment will not .

be used for internal security purposes. - S el

e

n m—

WSEr08E D EEra rid Sds 35 nade ae!

qﬁf?fi;U,SJféiréraftfnow;in51nventdryQQY§théiﬁﬁgenﬁinegﬁq;m3""



s
. Q30NA0YLIY

€. Spare parts for Target Drone Aircraft: This
"is intended to permit the Argentine Air Force

to continue to practice itS'marksmanship. This
is the type of sale for which I can see no ap-
parent justification for action at this time ang
Nno previous precedent for permitting these sales,.

2. Techhical*Specifications for Helicopter Training .
and a General Aviation Flight Trainer:’

Permitting the export of such .technical specifica-
tions would give the signal that we are prepared to ap-
Prove any contract which might arise out of subsequent
negotiations with the U.S. company.. I see no reason
to give such a signal at this time. . oo

3. Foreign Military Sales: The FMS sales now pending
include the following, all of which should be rejected
or deferred pending significant improvement in human
rights conditions, ' :

6 Attack and Search Periscopes
18 Mark 44 Torpedoes - .

15 5" 38 mm Illuminating Projectiles

150 155 mm High Explosive Projectiles

50 155 mm Illuminating.Projectiles
'250'Propelling.charges for 155 mm Projectiles-
762 'Artillery Fuses .

750 Artillery Percussion Primers _
lD,OOO‘ZO_mm,CartridgeSq. S B , T L
10 °500 "1b; ‘Bombs L T brin il L
e T4 d00 107 nni HightBxplosive. Mortar Round:
:-f,g.ff___”Af0f107,mm-Mdrtafﬁllluminaﬁiﬁg*ROUnds& ‘
T © 450,000 .50 ‘Calibre Machiné Gun ‘Rounds~ 7
;30,000 .50 Ccalibre Machine Gun Tracer Rounds
500 Detonating Fuses for Mortar Rounds,:

= 87967 Detldiasoes3ds SPage dace:
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