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INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT .
' |
FROM: ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI é .
SUBJECT: Your Question About the Letter from Videla to You

The letter from President Videla of Argentina to you was dated October 11,
1977, but it was received by Bob Pastor at approximately 5: 00 p.m. on
October 18, 1977. Videla had asked the Embassy to deliver the letter
directly to the National Security Council for delivery to you, but we
informed the State Department immediately of its contents.

The letter referred to the case of the Deutsch family, which you raised
in your discussion with President Videla. In the letter, Videla made
several points:

-= First, that Daniel Deutsch and his family had fled Argentina
illegally, and that they were active members of the Communist
Revolutionary Party. (According to our files, Daniel Deutsch
and his wife left Argentina legally and are currently in the U.S.)

- That Daniel Deutsch's sister, Liliana, is also a member of the
organization, and is in jail in Argentina.

-- That their father, Alejandro Deutsch, covered up for both of
his children.

- That for these reasons Alejandro and Liliana Deutsch are being
held.

- And that the other three members of their family have been released.

Videla closed the letter by reaffirming the friendship between the
Arpentine and American people and saying that he would like to continue
to have direct communication with you. We are incorporating a response
to this letter within the context of a longer letter from you to President
Videla which we are drafting referring to other important points in
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" The President of Argentina

i Buenos Alres, OctoLer 11, 1977

I RP- .
His Excellency “Chm of State, .NGSITSB
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: Pursuant to our friendly agreement, made during our meetfng in Washington,

that we would maintain direct and informal channels of communication, I am
i

pleased to send you this lettet regarding one of the subjeccs:which we discussed
at our meeting. I refer to the case of the Deutsch family.
As a result of investigations conducted by the compe;entiorganizations,

1

it has teen estahlished that:

Mr. Daniel Deutsch and his wife, who departed our county 111egally,
are active members of the Partido Comunista Revolucionnrio /Revblutionary
COmmunist Party/. Their function in that illegal o:ganizati9n was to perform
information and intelligence duties connected with the activiéy of terrorist
groupe operating in Argentin&. ' !

His sister Liliana belongs to the same subversive orpanization, working

as an activisc in the area of student affﬁirn.

w1

Mr. Alejandro Deutsch, father of the aforementioned,! concealed the
‘ !
{llegal sctivities of his children. l

For the reasoﬁs stated above both Alejandro and Liiiéna Deutsch are

under arrest and will be tried at an early date by the competent military courts.

Mrs. Alejandro Deutsch and her daughters, Elsa and Susana Silvia, have
. i
been released because it was established that they had no knowledge of or

e

P ERe] = Dacldarilboanl - Bage eos: -f---—2.o. )




e e

s s

o ——— i e e+ e

connection with the lllegal activities of the rest of the ésmily.

Y wish to assure Your Excellency of my deep and frienily interest in

i

your administration and to reaffirm, once again, the ftiendahip of the
l

Argem:ine people for the people of the United States of Amrica.

i

]
\ Wicth warmest:regards, {
[Signature/
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BUENOS AIRES, 11 de octubre de 1977.

Excelentisimo Senor Presidente de los
Estados Unidos de Amé&rica

D, James E. CARTER

WASHINGTON D.C.

Estimado Sefior Presidente:

De acuerdo con lo gque amigablemente convinié-
ramos durante nuestra reunifn en Washington, en el sen
tido de mantener canales de comunicacifén directos e
informales, me place enviarle estas lineas motivadas
en uno de los temas que abordi&ramos en nuestro encuen-
tro. Me refiero al caso de la familia Deutsch.

Como conclusidn de las investigaciones efec-
tuadas por los organismos competentes, se ha podido es
tablecer que: )

- E1 Sr., Daniel Deutsch y su esposa, que abandonaron
ilegalmente nuestro pais, son activos miembros del Par
tido Comunista Revolucionario.

Su funcibn, dentro de la citada organizacién ilegal
era la de efectuar tareas de Informacién e Inteligen-
cia, vinculadas a la actividad de los grupos terro-
ristas que acttian en el pais.

= Su hermana Liliana pertenece a la misma organizacidn
subversiva, desempenfndose como activista en el dmbito
estudiantil,

- El1 Sr. Alejandro Deutsch, padre de los anteriores,
encubrié las actividades ilegales de sus hijos.

- Por tales razones, tanto Alejandro como Liliana Deutsch

se encuentran detenidos a los efectos de ser sometidos,
proximamente, a los Tribunales Militares competentes.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 12, 1978

Dear Mr. President:-
: I was very pleased to receive your letter in-
i forming me that Argentina would ratify the Treaty
S of Tlatelolco. The coming into force of the
; Treaty will represent a very significant step
i toward the establishment of a more secure world
i order. I very much hope that Argentina will be
i able formally to ratify the Treaty and bring it
; into effect soon. This will give important impe-
i tus to our common efforts to reduce the dangers
. of further proliferation of nuclear weapons and
. to secure a nuclear free zone in Latin America.

I share your concern over the current events in
Africa, and appreciate your desire to encourage
: the efforts of African nations to resist foreign
! intervention. I hope that your government will
voice 1ts concern on this issue, as I believe
that the principle of non-intervention can only
be sustained with firm international support.

i I too am deeply preoccupied by the worldwide

1 upsurge of terrorism and share your sorrow over
the tragic death of Aldo Moro. I am heartened,
however, by the measured manner in which the
Italian Government has reacted to the terrorist
threat. The legal protection of the rights of
the individual is a proof of the basic strength
of a democratic government.
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I would like to express my appreciation for the
consideration shown by you and the Argentine
Government to Under Secretary Newsom during his
recent trip to Argentina. I was very interested
in his report of your conversation, and I will
take a close interest in your government's pro-
gress in the human rights area, which is important
to relations between our two countries.

Sincerely,

——

“’\”//ﬁ | ‘5’/4

His Excellency

General Jorge Rafael Videla
President of the Argentine Nation
Buenos Aires
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