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Dear Tom: .*{awwhq
Thank you for your very kind words about

my meeting with the 94th and 95th New Members
Caucas. It was truly a pleasure to hear your
views, as well as to give you some of my own.
I would like to do it again.

I attach great importance to the matter of
human rights and, as you know, when I visit
Argentina it will be one of the principal
items on'my agenda. I will let you know the
results.

Thank you for your good wishes on my trip.

Sincerely

The Honorable
Tom Harkin,
Rouse of Representatives.
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Dear Mr. Secretary:

I want to personally thank you for taking so much of your valuable

" fime to meet with members of the 94th and 95th New Members Caucus on

Tuesday morning, I want to also thank you for being so very open and
candid with us during the questioning period.

one of the members from the 95t+h Caucus, that is a newly-elected
member, asked me as you werec leaving, "Well, what do you think of
Secpetary Vance?'" I replied, "ot me answer this way: You should have
been here when Kissinger was Secretary of State. First of all, he

would never have come down here to meet with us. Secondly, he probably
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never would have .condescended to answer our gquestions, except in only
the most general and non-committal way. And thirdly, if he had spent
15 minutes with us, it would have heen amazing in itself. So as far as
"I am concerned, Secretary Vance is indeed a breath of fresh air in that
position.” Anyway, I think most of the members who were there that
morning were highly impressed with your openness and candor with us.

You may recall that I brought up the point regarding your visit
to Argentina. In my question‘l referred to a letter sent to you by
Congressman Toby Moffett from Connecticut. (I am attaching a coOpY cf
that letter.) I do hope you will be able to bring up with General
Videla the situation regarding the seven political prisoners named in
that letter. After your return, I would certainly be interested in
learning either {rom you OT from Doug Bennet the situation on the
"right of option” that General Videla says he will restore. 1 also
understand you plan to discuss with General Videla the "disappeared
people” in Argentina and what is being done to account for -them. 1
am very interested in knowing his responses on this situation too.

Again, Mr. Secretary, thank you. I wish you all the best on your
trip to Argentina.

14 ol
— .

e o
- . Tom Harkin

< Member of Congress
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Dear Secretary Vancea:
“1 am writing on belialf of seven Mewentine peiitical prisoners Wi
will be eligiblc for reloeonc o Nowvomber 19,  The sovea are Edith
Stahelll de Frias, Susana Picli, Foanrde Gonsad -3, Sduavdo Grutsky.
Ruben Pidzza, and Juan Gonzale:. : :
All of these prisuncrs will cemplete thelr three -year sentences ' —
next mouth., They ave among, e Firs to devis bean arrested under .
state of scige gruvilens;-ali heve boon mistreated and several
- tortured during their Jdeteiomoat. C -
1 am concerned that thvse seven prisuhers.w!ll'nut ho released
at the completion of their sentencos. Heveatly hree'nf them
have been severely punished in arisen, od one disanpearcd for
ten days during which time he wis "interrogatad’ aud tortured.
The timing of this intensified harassoent, and 1he wall-documented
ovidence of .exvesses commitred by the security focoes, supgest ~—
that the lives and rights of these priseners are in serious
jeovpardy. .
. JIn your upcoming tiiks with Genural Tidelag 1 atit von Lo urge
him to folluw through on nds promize to restove the voght of oo~
tion for all priseners held snder Low S0k ! oseine, to re-
leasc prisonérs when thelr sontenves ave cﬂmp?utéd. 1 ask you -
especially to inquire into the anses of rhesc seven prisopers,
. tn_ensuru'tﬁeir.rclbasc. '
. -

co LIS mrrtaer.
" Pl

Thauk you [or yowm aptention

Cozdially,

©Toby Moltuct
Mesber of Congroess

Scevetary uf State Uyrus Lnee

2203 C Street, S.9. ;
Washington, D.C. 20520
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TO: The Secretary :
FROM: ARA - Terence A.ATodmanf.}an’
SUBJECT: Meeting with the 94th and 95th New Members
Caucus

TSSUE FOR DECISION

Whether to sign the attached letter to Representative
Tom Harkin. ' -

ESSENTIAL FACTORS

Congressman Harkin has sent you a letter in which
he thanks you for meeting with the members of the 94th
and 95th New Members Caucus. He also discusses human
rights in Argentina with particular interest in the
situation regarding the seven political prisoners named
in Congressman Toby Moffett's letter which is attached.

Recommendation:

That you sign the attached letter to Congressman
Harkin. ' : -

Attachments:

1. Reply to Congressman Harkin's letter.

5. Letter from Congressman Harkin.
. - o
Drafted:ARA/ECA:JNBumpus:jc- Ciearances: H:Mr. Cutter

11/16/77:x29166:7228435 HA :Mr . Snyderi - .
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