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Dear Dr. Aguilar:

_ Thank you for your letter of November 11 in which
you express hope that the United States will ratify the
American Convention on Human Rights (The pact of San Jose)
during 1978. '

I share your interest in seeing the Pact of San Jose
enter into foxce in 1978, the 30th anniversary of The
American‘Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man. It
was in this spirit that prresident Carter himself made the
gesture of signing the pact of San Jose at OAS Headquarters
here in Washington last June 1. I can inform you that the
pepartment of State will soon pbe sending to the White Housé
its comments on the text of the Pact and proposals for
statements to be adopted by the Senate in advising and
consenting to ratification. We anticipate that the President
in turn will send a message toO the Senate within the next
few weeks asking for early advice and consent to ratifica-
tion. From that moment on +he matter will rest on the
genate. I hope that in line with our ;ecommendations,
advice and consent will be given. AS part of our overall
efforts to advance human rights in this hemisphere and the
rest of the world, we plan to submit the American Convention

on Human Rights toO the Senate together with three pending <9
United Nations' conventions on human rights. = §
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November 11, 1977 is assigned to

On June 1 of this year President Carter launched a new offensive in the
ification of the American Convention on Human Rights

My dear Mr. Secretary:

i

canpaign to secure the rat
by signing the pact of San Jos&.

Since that time, Peru, the DominicanrRepublic and Jameica have also signed

the American Convention. In addition, three governments-—Venezuela, Honduras

and Haiti--have recently deposited their respective instruments of ratification
or adhesion, thus pringing the number of ratifying states to five. -

This coming year will mark the 30th anniversary of the American Declara-
tion of the Rights and Duties of Man and the members of the Commission are

hopeful that during the course of 1978 at least six other countries will ratify

the American Couvention so that its entry into force will coincide with the
celebration of that anniversary-. : '

Ratification by the United States would mark an important step forward on
vehalf of this important regional instrument for the international protection

of human rights which, as President Carter stated when he signed the Convention,

expresses 'the aspirations that have existed among all our countries since the
first governments were formed in North and South America.” : :

Sincerely Yyours, : :
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His Excellency Cyrus R. Vance

Secretary of State - R At
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SUBJECT: Dr. Aguilar's Letter Urging U.S. Ratification

of the Pact of San Jose
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-I18SUE FOR DECISION

Whether to send a reply to Dr. Aguilar's 1étter_to
you of November . 11l.

ESSENTIAL FACTORS

' pr. Andres Aguilar, Chairman of the Inter-American
Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) wrote you on November 11
to urge that the United States ratify the American Convention
on Human Rights (pact of San Jose) during 1978. It is the
hope of the IACHR that the Convention can enter into force
next year which will be the 30th anniversary of the American
peclaration of the Rights and puties of Man.

The Department will be sending recommendaﬁions on
ratification of the pact of San Jose to the rresident in
the next few days. ' . :

RECOMMENDATION :

‘That you sign’.the reply at Tab 1 to Dr. Aguilar's letter.

Attachment: - .7 . R ,
- pap 1 - -Letter to Dr. Aguilar ,
rab 2 - Incoming Letter From Dr. Aguilar
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