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i : For the period. from late. 1974 through 1977 the Embassy has received
information on 782 .disappearances and the FDD has published information
on 1,062 cases:’ : : ‘
Theré are.a number.of pbints which should be kepf in mind in evaluating
the graphi - '
— The.disappeé:ance reports are oniy an indiéator of the
- relative rate of monthly illegal activity in Argentina. -
Statistics give no indication of the total numbers of gg-
. persons who -have disappeared in Argentina as we have mno =
guidelines on what percentage of families ‘have registered 5
- their disappeared family members with the .Embassy and the o
. 'FDD.,". We . can' deduce nothing about total disappearances o
j ‘from -this -information. : S ' o .
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—— The 1nformat10n suffers from a serlous tlme lag problem.
Families-are generally reluctant to report dlaappearancea :
to out51de organlzatlons, ‘such .as the - Embassy or the "FDD -

: untll aeveral months have passed R R v

- .= The hlgh December, 1977 ‘Embassy dlsappearance flgure reflects
reports which only the Embassy received from the United
Nations High Commission on Refugees local office of the
disappearance of 16 Uruguayan refugees living in- Buenos
Aires.’ :

Despite -these limitations, the statistics indicate a.definite downtrend
in reported disappearanceés, The sharp dip in October and November, 1977
prior to Secretary Vance's visit is of interest, but not conclusive.

The relatively good fit between the curves indicates that the Embassy is
- receiving comparable: 1nformat10n to that of a well-known local human
rights organization.- R
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- The_infdrmation suffers from a serious time lag problem,
Families are generally reluctant to report disappearances
to outside organizations, such as the Embassy or the FDD
until several months have passed. '

—_ The hlgh December, 1977 Embassy dlsappearance figure reflects
reports which only the Embassy received from the United
Nations High Commission on Refugees local office of the
disappearance of 16 Uruguayan refugees living in Buenos
v Aires. '

Desplte these limitations, the statistics 1ndlcate a definite downtrend

in reported dlsappearances. The sharp dlp i October and November, 1977

prior to Secretary Vance's visit is of 1nterest “but not conclusive.

The relatively good fit between the curves 1nd1cates that the Embassy. is
©  receiving comparable information to: that of a well~known local human -
_-/ rlghts organlzatlon.~ ‘ : -
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