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Argentinebelitieiens‘ Request for:Appoinfment.

ISSUE FOR DECISION g

Whether to meet with five ex1led Argentlne former
p011t1c1ans who are- seeklng an app01ntment w1th you.

ESSENTIAL FACTORS

The Counc1l on Hemispheric Affairs has written to

'~ you requesting an appointment at a time to be agreed

upon for five exiled former Argentine politicians. The
five -~ Esteban Righi, a Minister of Interior under
Campora, Santiago.Diaz Ortiz, a former Peronist Deputy,
Hector Sandler, a former independent deputy, Adolfo Gass,

. ex-Radical party deputy and Radical party ex-Senator,

Hipolito Solari Yrigoyen ~-— are not resident in Argen-

-tina nor are they- representative of the major Argentlne
‘politigal partles. .

_ Wlth the exceptlon of Solar1 legoyen,_who met w1th
you in.June, the members ‘of the group are ‘considered

“inept (Righi- ‘and: Sandler ‘were credited with the irrespon-

sible release of all: prlsoners, including known terror- -
ists, follow1ng Campora 51973 inauguration)® or far to
the left of the mainstream of their parties (Gass and:
Diaz Ortlz) ' None of the five were or are now major
figures in the Argentine political world. They cannot
be considered as spokesmen of the major parties, whose
activities are suspended but whose leaders move freely
in and out of Argentina.

I have also received a request from COHA to
meet with the five. I intend to have them meet with
ARA Deputy Assistant Secretary Frank McNeil, which is

in line with our Embassy's advice on this matter

(see attached cable).
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COHA orlglnally intended for the Argentlnes to
meet with you in early March; however, because of

~.difficulties in gettlng the five together in Washing-

ton, COHA is now thlnklng of an early. Aprll meetlng.

There are, strong arguments for not meetlng with

 the flve Argentlnes.;

- : - You would glve prestlge to-a group of generally'
L dlscredlted or unrepresentatlve p011t1c1ans e :

== The actlon mlght anger. the. GOA and'oause it to
hold back on - 1mmedlate 1mprovements in''the- human rights

field.
; On the other hand-

-- A meetlng w1th the five would underline the.
Admlnlstratlon 8 commltment to democratic reglmes.

-- It would glve an audience to 1nd1v1duals who
have complained of the human rlghts violations in
Argentlna.. - N

Recommendation-

_ That you not meet with the five and that you desig-=
nate Deputy Assistant Secretary McNeil to meet with them
when they formally,request an app01ntment with you.

Approve - . _ Dlsapprove

Attachment:

Buenosinres Cable No. 1399.
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Drafted: ARA/ECA JNBumpus jC
- 3/15/78 x29166
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Concurrence.j HA MBova (draft)
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. 1. SUI‘I'!APY ACCORDING TO E?‘BnSS\' FILES ﬁﬂaJ_ﬂ.L

\

. THE # Agczur|Nts INYITED TO THE CONA- SPOTOAED :
. CONFEREHCE ARE FHOUD TO HAVE BLEN LEFTIST-LEAHING, -
-BUT_FAR FROK CUBVERSIVE. SANTIAGD DIRL CRTIL AND'.
- RIFOLTTY TOTEN WERE CLOSELY cc"n:c1£u
" THE NOW OUTLAUED PERGIIST YSUTH ORGANIZATION;
CESTESAN RISHI WAS THE RATHER IH:FFECTUAL coLLEAﬁuf :
. OF HECTOR- CAIPCAA; HECTOR. SLMDLER ‘HAS £ QU RRY ;é -
CENTER-LEFT FOLITISAL PASY; -ADOLFA GAS- 15 KOT WELL
KHOWN, SOLARJ IRIGOYEN WAS RCLEASED FROM PRISOM -

AND EXFELLED FROM ARGENTINA-.IN MAY, T977; .EuERnL

OF YHE OTHERS LEFT AAGENTINA BEFORE-I{E PRESENT
MIL(TARY REGHSE TOOR POVER., Wt DA_NOT SELIEVE A

VISIT MITH ASSISTAIT. SECREIARY TOMMAN LD Bx-

USEFML AST THIS TIKE. EMD SUMMARY. o L

2. FOLLOVING IS A SUIHARY OF THE BIO INFCAHATION AVAILABLE
TOUS:, , R :

(&) HECTOR SAMDLER: FORKER SECRETARY GEMERAL OF THE UDELPA
PARTY QIATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE UNION CF THE ARGENTINE
PEOPLE), A& SELF-DESCRIEED CENTER-LEFT PARTY WHICH Wa$ FORNER
PRESIDENT ARAMBUAU‘S POLITICAL VEWICLE; FORMER MATIONAL

. DEPUTY WHO WAS HHNOWI AS Al ELTEHTRIC, EGOCEHTREC -AHD

PRCBLENATIC BUT POLITICALLY SM.W LEGISLATOR, SRHDLER WAS
-REPORTEDLY ON THE *TRIPLE A DEATH LIST® GURING THE PERONIST
FDHINISTRATION AND 15 104 1N EXILE 10 HEXICO, WHERE hE IS’
DIRECTOR OF THE ARGENTHIES iN-EXILE NEVS-SHEET "TRIBLNA
DEHOCRATICA. = SANOLER SPOAE AT THE HARKIM-MCGOVERM
CONGERSSIONAL CONFERENCE ON HUMAM RIGHTS 1 MASHINGTON I

" SEPTEMFER, 1577, WHLAE KE CRITICIZED THE MILITARY REGIME'S
" FAILURE TO RETURN THE COUNTRY TO A DEVOCRATIC, ELECTED

HwW ?F"Qﬁ%nrﬁﬁﬁg‘?ﬁiﬁ%aﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁms%@ﬁn *FOACEAELY T0 GICUPY

GOVERMMEKT. SARDLER 1S A LRWYER AMD ¥aS EN THE AIR FORCE
UNTIL 1956 BEFOZE FNTERING POLITICS,

{8) SANTIAGD DIAZ ORTIZ: FCAHER PERCNIGT DEPUTY WITH TI€3
TQ PERONIST YOUTH, FHE GROUP LATER REPUDIATEC BY PIRON WHICH.

"PROVIDED CONSIDERADLE NUMEER OF SYHPATHIIEAS AMD ACTIVISTS TQ

THE HOHTONEROS. .DIAL ORTIZ RESIGNED ALCHG WiTH SEVEN,OTHER
LEFTIST PERONIST DEFUTIES I 1974, WHEN PERON STEFPED UP
ATTACKS AGAINST LEFTIST TERRORISTS AND TRIED TO REFORH THE PENAL
CODE 70 CONBAT TERRORISH. VE HAVE AN ADDITIO:AL MOTATION -IN ouq
FILES THAT HE \J‘AS n1<0 A HEHB‘R OF THE 'LEGISLATIUE CD"IHITIEE

. FOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL FRIeOJERS‘--PRESUHABLY 'DURIHG HIS ~
PERIDD A3 DEPUEY. : i

+

. [c} ADOLFO 6AS$: FOSIER NMATIDIAL UEPUTY oF. THE RAD.CF.L PI‘RTY

Depm fmmu‘ oj State

INCUMIHG‘
 TELEGRAM

BUENOS B1393° O1 OF 02 2472232
LAUNCHED 18 CARASAS IH AUGUST, 1977, VHICH CALLED FOR THE
RE-ESTAEL ISHMENT OF DEHJCRATIC PLURALISH IN ERGENTINA. HE IS
ALSO PRESIDENT OF N "ARGEWTINE SOLIDARITY CORMITTEE™ SETUP 10
OPPOSE THE CURRENT REGIHE. .

©) ESTEBAN RIGHI: FORMER IRTERIOR KINFSTER 18 HECTOR CAMPORA
GOVERHRENT )M 1373; A LEFFIST LAVYER WiTh CLOSE TIES TO THE
CARPOAA FAALLY, RIGHI ASSUBED HIS POST AT AGE 35 AND WAS
CONSIDEREDTO BE INEXPERIENCED tND EXPEMPABLE (SEE PARRGRAPH 3
BELOM) ~HE LEFT RRGENTINA IN THE FACE CF RISING RIGHT-WING
1CE-IN OCTCBER, 1974 AND SETTLED 1N EXILE WH MEXICO.

HI HAS WRITTEN FOR HECIOR SWIDLER’S EXILE MEWS-SHEET TRIBUNA
"EHOCRATICA, PUBLISHED 14 BEXICO.

(E) WIPOLITO SOLAR! IRIGOYEI: FORHER SEWATOR FOR RADICAL

PARTY AND. DEFENSE LAWYER WITH-STRONG TIES TO LABOR GROUPS,

SOLARI IRIGOYEM WAS IDENTIFIED WITK THE LEFT WING OF THE

GCR END YITH THE PEROHIST YOUTH, AND RE SEAVED RS DEFENSE

LANYER FOR ACCUSED TERROAISTS: SOLARI ARIGOYEM WAS DBJECT

OF SEVERAL TERRORIST (RIGHT-WIKG) ATTACKS AuD BOMS NG IN

THE PAST; HE WAS.ADDUCTED, DISAPPEAAED AND LATER RERPPEARED i

. CusTODY 07 THE HILITARY. GOVERNHENT FRON AUGUST, 1976 T0 HAY,
1877 VHEM HE WAS EXPELLED-TO VEKEZUE(A AS RESJLY OF STRONG -

‘lnnamrmun uﬂuumucus }:PRESSURE. SOLARI IRIGOYEN WAS
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ACCUSED OF "DEFENDING TERRDRISTS 8Y THE MILITARY GOVERNMENT ’ :
BUT HAS A REPUTATION:AS A DEDICATED DEMOCRAT AND FIRM BELIEVER -
IN PEACE AND_DUE PROCESS: - HE VISITED WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY o
CHRISTOQPHER, ASSISTANT SECHETAHIES TODMAN AND.DERIAN'ON VISIT
©TOQ UL S, IN JULY 1977, IGOA PROTESTED AGAINST USG OFFICIALS ’
RECEIVING SOLARI IRIGOYEN, WHOM THEY IDENTI FIED A5 A "TERRORIST
ACCONMPLICE. ") SOLARI JIRIGOYEN HAS SPOKEN DUT AGAINST THE
o T B MILITARY REGIME AND HIS OwWN SUFFERINGS 1IN DETENTION IN EUROPE |
7 N o AND- IN S0OUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES. FOR EXAMPLE, . HE WAS REPORTED
’ IN PARIS AS SAYING THAT THE FRENCH NUNS VWERE KIDNAPPED BY
" ARGENTINE PARAMILITARY FORCES"™ LIKE 15, g¢d OTHER PRISONERS IN
ARGENTINA. IN JULY, 1977, HOWEVER, AT A EUROPEAN LATIN
AMERICAN CONFERENCE ‘IN. MEXICO HE REFUSED TO. SIGN A STATEMENT
"CONDEMNIMNG ARGENTINA: BECAUSE: MONTON“ROS——WHOM HE REJECTS FOR
THEIR VIOLENT, PRACTICES AND POLITICAL AIMS——HERE-REPRESENTED AT

" THE MEETING.

-

3. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT ASSISTANT SECRETARY TODMAN'S MZETING
WITH THIS- GROUP WOULD NOT BE WORTH THE B8AD FEnLING IT WOULD

STIR UP WITHIN 4 - EN G I S
DIGSMAY QN THT CGJNIRY S POLL_LCAL,HISLDRYADUQINJ THE TfM:
=" YHEGE. MEN WERE PROMINENT. ALSO, WITH THE exeepTION T SO aRI

. YRIGOYEN, WHO HAS BEEN RECEIVED BEFORE AT A HIGH LEVEL IN TH;
K - DEPARTMENT, THE OTHER POLITICIANS DO MOT HAVE MUICH E_A .
’ : POLITICAL FOLLOWING IN ARGEMNITIINA. RIGHI IS REM:MBERED BY .
UHJECTIVE POLITICAL OBSERVERS AS I BEEN UNWISE ENQUGH TO
_ACCEPT THE INTERIOR MINISTRY UND CAMQORA AND TO HAVE BEEN
=~ INVOLVED, AT LEAST BY HIS ACGU CENCE, IN THE FATEFUL DECISION.
’ TO EMPTY THE JAILS OF A LARGE NUMBER UF TERRURTS IS ON—CRMPURA’ 5
’ I~-=-YHETHER RIGHTFULLY OR WRONGFULLY--TOOK. -
THE RAP FOR THIS DnCISION WHICH LED-TO A WAVE OF TERRORIST t
BLOODLETTING THE - S AME DAY, ‘EVER SINCE USED BY THE ARGENTINE
MILITARY AS JUSTIFICATICN FOR RESPONDIMNG WITH A COUNTER-TERROR
OF THEIR OWwN. -  ALL OF THE:- FIVE ARE POLITICIANS OF THE LEFT wHO,
WHILE CERTAINLY - NOT EXTREMISTS “THEMSEL VES, ‘MAINTAINED FOR
WHATEVER REAJON CERTAIN POLITICAL CONNECTIONS TO GROUPS
RECOGNIZED AS ADVOCATES OF VIOLENCE. 'TO THE CURPENT REGIME "AND-
A GREAT MANY. ARGENTINES - THIS ‘IS TANTAMOUNT TO BEING A .

SYMPATHIZER OR AGENT - OF TERRORISM SHQHLD_IBEEE‘AEEEAR_IOAﬂL;‘
IMEERAILME_REASDNS THAT THFE-GROUP BF BRECEIVED IN THE NE2ARTISNT,

", WE_RBECOMMEND THIS- BE ACCOMPLISHED AT LOWER: THAN THE ASSISTANT,
- SECRLIARx_S_LEMEL . o . Ll . .
© CHAPLIN
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